This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


^' 


GENERAL  LIBRARY 


OF 


m 

m 

I 


I  University  oe  Michigan  I 

5  m 

«  2 

*  S 

i^    Prbsentibd  by  fl 


I  3j^-lilAA^A/^C.....A^.J^  I 

I  ...C!UM;...o|).il'\.l W..15..La. 


*^    -^ 


r  r" 


■■■•;'' *r^'*^'..:cVU 


N   V 


^ 


i^*»s;'»'* 


^^ 


THE    WHOLE 


't 


W   O   R   K   S 

Of   THBlCEVEREND   C~^l£  /  ' 


Mr.     JOHN     FLAVEI* 


\  «^     Late  Minister  of  the  GosrEi.  at  Dartmouth  in  Dtven. 


'  In  Eight  VOLUMES. 


TO    WHICH   IS   ADDED, 

An  Alphabetical  Tablk  of  the  principal  Matters  con* 
taioed  ia  the  Whole. 


]  The   E  I  G  H  T   E  D  I  T  I  O  M, 

' ,     ' , l 

V    O    L.      L 

f  P     J      I     S      L      E      T: 

j  Printed  By  A. Weir  and  A.  M'Lean. 

j 

i  And  fold  at  the  Shop^of  A.  Weik,  near  the  Crofc 

MDCCLXX. 


*.* 


(     ut     ) 


i-' 


CONTENTS. 


The  L  I  F  E  of  Mr.  Johw  Flavel,  Pagf  x 

The  FoynTAiN  of  Li£|e  opeaed  up. 

1^    The  epiftle  Dedicatory,  17 

!  \  --^"^  10  Ac  Rea^y  ai 

i  1  S    £    R    M    O    N      I. 

I  ^  Opens  the  Exoelkftey  of  the  Subjeft, 

!   1     X  Cor,  it.  i .  '*  For  I  dctenniaed  aot  to  know  any  ahing  amoog 
:  ^        •'  you*  &re  Jefus  Chnft,  ml  Im  emoM/'  33 

S    £    R    M    O    N      II. 
Sets  hfAi  £l»rift  in  ^6  c^ntial  aM  (wweva!  Glory« 
Prov.  vui.  30.  ''  Theo  wai  I  by  lum,  ai  mut,  broa^t  iip  widi 
*'  bkn :  aod  I  was  daily  bit  (kjij^»  rejokjag  aLwayt  before 
•*  hiai,"  44 

I  S    £    R     M    O    M      ilL 

Opens  the  Covenaat  of  RedeoB^tioii  bdwiKt  the  Father  and 

the  Redeemer. 
Ifa.  liti  f  2.  ^*  Tbo^oce  wiU  I  divide  bin  a  fortien  witib  the 
**  grestt,  and  he  fhall  divide  the  ^oii  ^tb  tbe  AroQgi  4>e- 
'*  caufe  he  hath  poured  oat  htt  foul  mata  death  :  and  he 
<*  wais  aumbered  with  the  u^afif^flfort,  a^  jbc  bare  the  fia 
*'  of  many,  and  made  iotereeffian  for4he  traa%rcflbn,'*         54 
^     E    R     M     O     H      IV. 
Opens  the  admirable  Lpve  of  God  ia  givjug  his  owa  $09 

-fcrus. 
John  iii.  i6.  **  For  Codfo  loved  the  ^aorM>  that  he  g^ve  his 
•  "  odjj  begotten  Son/'  tSr^.  <f 

•  '  S    £    R    M    O    N      V. 

Twsats  of  Cbrift's  woaderful  PorKm. 
jcdui  i.  14.  «  And  the  Word  was  made  f\f^%  anddwelta- 
"  mong  us,"  be.  y< 

.        g    £    R    91    O    N      VI. 
Shews  the  Autki^rity  by  which  ChriA^  as  Mediator,  a£Ud. 
I  Joh»  vi,  27.  «  Fo^  him  hath  God  tke  Father  fealed,'*         90 

}  S     £    R    M     O    N      VII.  \  ' 

I  Treats  of  the  Solema  Coolecra^n  of  the  Mediator. 

John  «vii.  19.  <<  And  for  tfieir  f^as  ^  fanAify  mffelC'*         loa 


iv  CONTENTS. 

Pag- 
SERMON      VIII. 
Gives  an  Account  of  the  Nature  of  Chrift's  Mediation. 
I  Tim.  ii.  5.  <*  And  one  Mediator  betwixt  God  and  Man,  the 
"  man  Chrift  JcAis,"  1 13 

SERMON       IX. 
Opens  the  firft  Branch  of  the  Prophetical  Office,  confiding 

in  the  Revelation  of  the  Will  of  God. 
Ads  iii.  22.  **  A  Prophet  (hall  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up  nn- 
"  to  you,  of  your  Brethren,  like  unto  mc ;  him  (hall  ye 
**  hear  in  all  thingsf  whatfoever  be'(hall  fay  unto  you,"        1 26 
S    E    R    M    O     N      X. 
Opens  the  fecond  Branch  of  the  Prophetical  Office,  coa- 

fiAing  in  the  lUumhiatioQ  of  the  Underftanding. 
Luke  xxivj  45.  <<  Then  opened  ha  their  underfism&gs/'  6c»   140 

S     E     R     M    O     N     XI. 
Difcovers  the  Nature  and  Neceffity  of  the  Prieftfaood  of 

Chrift. 
Heb.  ix.  23.  "  It  waa  therefore  neceffary  that  the  patterns  ot 
**  things  in  the  heavens  (hould  be  purified  with  thefe  ;  but 
*<  the  heavenly  things  themfelves  with  better  facrifices  than 
'  "  thefe,"  153 

SERMON      XII. 
Opens  the  Excellency  of  our  High^Prieft's  Oblation,  being 

the  firft  Aft  or  Part  of  his  Prieftly  Office. 
Heb.  X.  14.  **  For  by  one  offering,  he  hath  perfeAed  for  ever 
'  «-*  them  that  are  fan^fied,"  165 

SERMON      XIII. 
Opens  the  Intcrceffion  of  Chrift  our  High^Prieft,  being  the 

fe?ond  Aft  or  Part  of  bis  Pricftly  Office. 
Heb,  Vii.  25."  Wherefore  he  is  able  alfo  to  favc  them  to  the  ut- 
«*  termoft,  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liv- 
**  eth/to  make  ioterctifion  for  them,"  17^ 

&    E    R    M    O    N      XIV. 
Afierts  and  vindicates  the  SatisfafVion  of  Chrift,  being  the 

the  firft  principal  EfFcft  or  Fruit  of  his  Priefthood. 
Gal.  iii.  13.  <<  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the 
"  law,  being  mad«rt<aHCurfe  for  us,"-  189 

S     5    R    M     O     N      XV. 
Surveys  the  blcflfed  Inheritance  purchafed  by  the  OMation 
of  Chrift,  being  the  fccond  Effeft  or  Fruit  of  his  Pricft-  - 
*hood. 
Gal.  iv.  4;  5..  **  But  when  the  falncfs  of  time  was  come,  God 
•*  fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law, 
'  «^  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might 
.  •*  receive  the  adoption  of  fous,"  aOa 


L       / 


CONTENTS.  V 

Pag. 
SERMON      XVI. 
Opens  the  Kiogly  Office  of  Chrift,  as  executed  fpirilaally 

xxipoa  the  Souls  of  the  Redeemed. 
2  Cor.  X.  5.  "Cafting  down  imaginatioDS,  and  every  high 
*<  thing  that  exaketh  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God, 
**  and  brining  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience 
«  of  Chrift,"  ai3 

SERMON      XVII. 
Opens  the  Kingly  Office  of  Chrift»  as  it  is  providentially 

executed  in  the  World,  for  the  Redeemed. ' 
£ph.  i.  22.  **  And  hath  put  all  things  ander  his  feet,  and  gave 
<'  him  to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  church*"  227 

SERMON  XVIII. 
Oppns  the  Neceffity  of  Chrift's  Hnmiliadon,  in  order  to  the 
Execution  of  all  thefe  his  blefled  Offices  for  us ;  and 
particularly  of  his  Jlumillatton  by  Incarnation. 
Phil,  iil  8.  '*  And  being  found  in  faihion  as  a  man,  he  humbled 
"  himfetf,  and  became  obedient  ta  death,  even  the  death 
"  of  the  ctofs,"  240 

SERMON      XIX, 
Treats  of  Chrift's  Humiliation  in  his  Life, 
^il.  ii.  8.  *<  And  being  found  in  fa&ion  as  a  man,"  ifc.         253 

S     £     R     M     O     N       XX. 
Opoois  Chrift's  Humiliation  unto  Death,  in  his  firft  prepa<- 

rative  Aft  for  it." 
John  xvii.  11.  **  And  now  I  am  no  more  in  the  world,  but 
**  thefe  are  in  the  world  ;  and  I  come  to  thee  :  Holy  Fa- 
**  ther,  keep  through  thine  own  name,  thofe  whom  thou 
"  ball  given  me;  that  they  may  be  one  as  we  are,"  265 

SERMON       XXI. 
Opens  the  fecond  preparative  Aft  of  Chrift  for  his  own 

Death. 
1  Cor.  xi.  23,  24,  25.-— •"  The  Lord  Jcfts,  the  fame  night 
*•  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  took  bread,"  he,  279 

SERMON      XXH. 
Opens  the  thu-d  preparative  Aft  of  Chrift  for  his  own  Death. 
X/uke  xxii.  41,  42,  43,  44.  **  And  he  was  withdrawn  from  them 
*^  about  ailones  caft,  and  kneeled  down,  and  prayed,"  ifc,     292 
^SERMON      XXIII. 
Difcovers  the  firft  Preparation  for  Chrift's  Death,  on  his 

Enemies  Part,  by  the  Treafon  of  Judas. 
Matth.  xxvi.  47,  48,  49,  «<  And  while  he  yet  fpake,  lo,  Judas 
*'  one  of  the  twelve  came,  and  with  him  a  great  multitude, 
*<  with  fwords  and  ftaves,  from  the  chief  priefts  and  elUers 
.  5«  of  the  people,"  ifc.  305 


ft  CONTENTS. 

SERMON      XX!Y. 
Opens  the  Eocfnies  fecond  add  diird  PreparaMFes  foe  th« 
Death  of  Chiiit^  by  their  illegal  Trial  aod  Co&denoa* 
tion. 
Luke  xxtii.  23,  24.  '*  Aod  thef  were  ioftaiic  wilJb  lo«d  foices^    . 
re(]uiciag  that  he  jQight  be  cnici&d/'  ifc.  9 1 8 

SERMON      XXV. 
Remarks  a  memorable  Paflfage  of  Cbrift,  in  his  Way  to  the 

Place  of  his  Execution. 
Luke  xxtii.  27,  28,  iifc  *<  A«d  there  Jbllowed  him  a  great 
**  compaAy  of  people,  aod  of  womai»  wliich  aUp  bewailed 
**  and  lamented  him.  But  Jefus  uinuDg  unco  them,  faid> 
**  Daughter$  of  JeniCalem  weep  not  for  me^  but  weep  for 
"  yourfeives,  aod  for  your  children*"  53^ 

SERMON      XXVK 
Opens  the  Nature  aod  Quality  of  dhe  Deaah  Chrift  dic(i 

upon  thtf  Crofi. 
Wkds  B.  23.  <'  Him  beiog  deU^rered  by  the  dcteimtoate  eounfel 
*<  and  fore- knowledge  of  Cod,  ye  have  taken,  aod  by  wicked 
**  hands  have  crucified  aod  ilain,'*  345 

SERMON      XXVII. 
Opens  and  imprnFes  that  fignai  Proridcnce,  which  dire6^- 
ed  aod  ordered  th*  Title  affixed  to  Ac  Crofs  of  Chrift. 
Luke  xsiti   3<S*  *'  And  a  Superfcription  alfo  was  written  over 
«'  him  in  letters  of  Greek,  and  Latin,  and  Hebrew;  Thiais 
"  the  King  ^i  the  Jew*,'*  359 

SERMON      ^tXVIIL 
Opens  iht  Manner  of  Chrift's  Death,  in  re^jpeft  of  the  Ibli- 

tarinefs  thereof, 
Zech.  xiii.  7.  "  Awake,  O  fword,  agaioft  mgr  (hepherd,  and  a- 
'<  gamft  the  man  that  it  my  fellow,  faith  the  Lord  of  hod's  ; 
««  finite  the  fhephcrd,  and  the  fticep  (hall  be  fcattered  ;  and 
'<  I  will  turn  mine  hand  upon  tlie  little  ones,**  370 

SERMON       XXIX. 
Opens  the  Manner  ofCbrift's  Death,  in  rclpeft  of  the  Pa- 

ticnoe  thereof.  , 

Jfa.  litL  7.  «  He  was  opprefied,and  he  was  aflSi^ed,  yet  he  o- 
^'  f^eoed  not  his  mouth:  he  is  brought  as  a  Ifu^ab  to  the 
*'  ilaughter,  and  ais  a  iheep  before  her  ihearers  is  dumb,  fo 
**  Ik  opened  apt  his  mouth,*'  384 

SERMON       XXX. 
Opens  the  Inftruftbvencfs  of  the  Death  of  Chrift,  in  bis 

fcven  laft  Words  ;  the  firft  of  whidils  here  opened. 
Luke  xxiii.  34.  "  Then  faid  Jefus*  Father^  forgive  them,  for 
**  they  know  not  what  they  do,*'  397 


Pag. 
S    ,£     R     M     O     N      XXXI. 

Ope&s  the  fecond  excellent  Wiwd  of  Chrift  upon  the  Crofs, 
John  XIX.  27.  *5  Then  faith  he  to  his  difdpVe,  Behold  thy  mo- 
"  thcr,"  412 

SERMON      XXXII. 
Opens  the  third  of  Chrift's  laft  Words  upon  the  Crofs. 
.Luke  xxiii.  43.  **And  Jefus  faid  onto  him»  Verily  i  fay  unto 

**  thee,  to  day  (halt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradife/*  423 

S     E     R     M     O     JI      XXxill. 
Opens  the  fourth  excellent  Saying  of  Chrift  upon  the  Crois. 
Matth.  xxTii.  46.  **  And  about  the  ointh  hour,  J^fus  cried  with 
«•  a  loud  voice,  faying,  E/i,  Eii,  Uma  fabachtham ;  that 
'     <*  is  to  fay.  My  God,  my  Gtd,  why  haft  thou  forfakeo  me  ?"  438 

SERMON      XXXIV, 
Opc;ns  the  fifth  excellent  Saying  of  Chrift  upon  the  Crofs, 
John  xix,  :j8.  •*  After  this,  J^fus  knowing  all  things  were  now 
**  kccomplilhed,  that  the  Scripture  might  be  fulfilled,  faith, 
«  I  thirfl,"  451 

S     E     R     M     Q     N      XXXV. 
Opens  the  tixth  excellent  Sajing  of  Chrifl  upon  the  Crofs* 
John  xix.  30.  "When  Jefus  therefor^  had  received  the  vlne- 
'*  g^r,  he  faid,  [It  is  fiai{hed3  ;  and  he  bowed  his  head,  and 
*'  gaYe  up  the  ghoft/'  464 

SERMON      XXXVI. 
Opens  the  feventh  and  IsSk  Word  with  which  ChriA  breath- 

ed  out  his  Soul. 
Luke  xxiii.  46.  ^*  And  when  Jefus  had  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
**  he  faid.  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit ; 
"  and  having  faid  thus,  he  gave  up  the  ghoft/'  476 

SERMON      XXXVIL        ' 
Treats  of  Chrifl's  Funeral,  opening  the  Manner,  Reafons, 

and  excellent  Ends  thereof. 
John  xix.  40,   41,  42.  **  Then  took  they  the  body  of  Jefus, 
*'  and  wound  it  in  linen  cloaths,  with  the  fpices,  as  .the  man- 
*•  net  of  the  Jews  is  to  bury,"  iyc.  489 


ADVERTISEMENT  by  the  Publisher. 

In  this  Edition^  all  the  Greek  and  Lat^n  Notes^ 
which  were  cither  llluftratioos  of  the  Text  or  contain- 
ed inflrufliTc  Matter,  are,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  that  are 
not  acquainted  with  the  Greek  and  Lat  in  Languages, 
Traoflated;  except  thofe  which  the  Author  himfelf  had 
Engliihed  in  the  Text,  where  his  Traflations  is  marked 
wiri&  **  inTcrtcd  Commas,  ^ 


TBI 

I     F      E 

Of  the  late  Reverend 

Mk.    JOHN      F    L    A    V    E    L^ 

Minister    b?    DARTMOUTH. 


TH OS E  of  the  name  of  Flavel derive  their  pedigree  from 
•  one  who  was  the  third  great  Officer  that  came  over  with 
.William  the  Conqturot ;  but  this  worthy  Divine  was  ht 
from  that  weaknefs  and  vanity  to  boaft  of  any  thing  of  that  na« 
tpre^  befog  of  the.  Poet's  mind,  who  faid, 
,♦      Et  -gentts^  et  proavtt,  it  fuae  nonfecimus  ip/t^ 

Vix  sa  nt^ra  i>oc(h^ — ■^— i. 
IBs  fa^r  was  Mr.  Richard  Flavel^  a  t>2dlifo^and  eminent  mini  Aet« 
He  was  firft  niinifltfr  at  Broom%rove  in  Worceftfcrftiirc,  then  at 
liader,  and  removed  from  thence  to  Willerfey  in  OlouCeflerfhire, 
Irhere  he  continued  till  1660,  whence  he  was  outed  upoft  thd 
peftoraaon  of  Jjing  CharJes  IK  bccanfe  it  Was  a  fe<}ucftred  living, 
and  the inctimbent then  alive:  This  did  not  fo  much  aiFcft  Mr. 
^FJavel,  as* that  fte  wanted  a  fixed  pldcc  for  the  fex^rcife  of  hid 
t)a(toraJ  ftrottfoii.'  He  wjis  a  perfcMof  fiibh  extriaordinary  piety, 
that  thoft  wh(3ifonv«rfcdvWith  him,  faid,  TheJ^  never  heard  ond 
Irain  word  drbp  from  his  mouth.  A  litric  before  the  turning  out 
of  the  Nonconfonhift  rtinifters;  being  near  Totncfs  in  Devon, 
he  preached  from  Hdfea  vii/6».  Tbe  days  of  vijitation  are  crnne^ 
the  days  of  recbfnpence  are  aumf  Jfrael  Jhall  know  it.  His  ap* 
plicaticrn  was  ib'  clofe,  that  it  ofK;nded  ibme  people,  and  occafion- 
cd  bis  .beiog  cjlrrieclrbefere  fome  Jnftice*  of  the  Peace ;  but  they 
wold  tfoi  reach  him,  fa  that  he  was  difchargcd.  He  afterwards 
quitted  ,ihat  conatry,  and  his  Ibn^s  houfe,  which  was  his  retiring 
j^Iacei-and  caifae  to  Lbntlon,  where  he  continued  in  a  faithful 
and  acceptaUe  difcharge  of  his  ofice,  till  the  time  of  th«  dread-' 
&1  plague  in  1665)  that  he  tvas  takeii  and.  imprlfoned  in  the 
inaDaer following.  -He  was  at  Mr.  Bteke-s^' hoaifc  in  Covent- 
GardeB,^here  ft^  pjK^  had  ttiet  privlteiy  for  worihip :  whilft 
Vo*.!..     \  .       '         A 
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he  was  at  prayer,  a  party  ^t  foldicrs  brake  in  upon  them*  N^*iih 
their  fwords  drawn  aiid  demanded  their  preacher,  threatning 
ibme,  and  flattering  others  to  difcovcr  him,  but  in  vain.  Some 
of  the  coitiplby  threw  a  Coloured  cloak  over  liim,  and  in  this 
diifguife  he  was,  together  with  his  hearers,  carried  to  Whitehall  y 
the  women  were  diintfled,  but  the  men  tletained,  and  forced 
to  ly  all  that  night  upon  the  bare  doot";  and,  becaufe  they  would 
not  pay  live  pounds  each,  were  fent  to  Newgate,  where  the 
peftikncc  raged  moft  violently,  as  itt  other  jJaces  of  the  €ity. 
ijerfe  Mr,  tlavel  and  his  wife  were  (hut  up,  ani  feiled  With  the 
ficknefs:  They  were  bailed  out,  but  died  of  the  contagion;  of 
which  their  fqa  John  had  a  divtne  monition  given  him  by  a  dream> 
MS  we  fliall  obfervc  in  its  proper  place.  Mr.  Richard  Flavcl  left 
two  fons  behind  him,  both  m'mifteVsof  the  gofpel,  viz.  John  and 
Phineas. 

John  theeldeft  was  born  in  Worccfterftiirc.  It  w*s  obfcrv-- 
able,  that  whilft  his  mother  lay- in  with  him,  a  nightingale  made 
her  neft  in  the  out-fide  of  the  Chamber*window,  where  (he 
ufed  16  fing  moft  fweetly.  He  was  religioufiy  educated  by 
his  father,  nn^  having,  profiled  Weil  at  the  grammar  firhools, 
Was  fent  early  to  Oxford,  and  fettled  a  commoner  in  Univer- 
fity-CoUege.  He  plied  his  fludies  hard,  and  exceeded  many  df 
his  contemporaries  in  univerfity  learning. 

Soon  after  his  commencing  batchfelor  of  arts,  Mr.  WalpUte, 
the  mlnifter  of  Dtptford  ia  the  county  of  Devon,  was  rendred 
vncapable  of  performing  his  o^ce  by  reaibn  of  his  age  and  in- 
jiBrmity,  and  fent  to  Oxford  for  an  aififtant;  Mr.  Flave),  the* 
but  young,  was  recommended  to  hsn  as  a  peribn  duly  quali""  , 
fied,  and  was  accordingly  fettled  there  by  the  (landing  coqi* 
'imttee  of  Devon,  April  27,  i<$50,  to  preach  as -a  probationer 
iand  ailiftant  to  Mr.  Walplate.    . 

Mr.  Ftavel  confidered  the  weight  of  his  charge,  applied 
liimlelf  to  the  work  of  his  calling  with  great  diligence ;  and 
being  aifidubus  in  reading,  meditation  and  prayer,  he  increaied 
in  minifierial  knowledge  daily,  (for  he  found  himfelf  that  he 
came  raw  enough  in  that  refpeA  from  the  uniVetfity)  fo  that 
he  attained  to  an  high  degree  of  emine^cy  and  reputation  for 
his  nfcful  labours  in  the  church.  .         , 

About  fix  months  after  his.  fettliag  at  Diptford,  he  heird  of 
an  ordination  to  be  at  Salifburyj  and  therefore  went  thither 
^ilh  his  teftimontals/afad  offered  himfelf  to  be  examined  and^ 
ordained  by  the  preftjytery  there :  They  appointed  him  a  text^ ' 
ijpon  which  lie  prdichlsd  to  their  general  latisfaftion ;  and  hav* 
ing  afterw^rdr^Xamiaed  hi''^  ^  to  his  learning,  6a.  tbey  fe't 
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Sumapai^^  tpthe\i^rkof  the  niiniAry^  with  pr^er  and  impq- 
iition  of  hands,  on  the  i  ytb  iv}  of  pftobcr,  1650. 

Mr,  Flavcl  being  thus  ordained,  returned  to  Diptford,  an<l 
?fter  Mr.  Walpbtc'si  death  fucceeded  i*-  the  rcftory.  To  avoid 
^11  incnmbraiices  frooi  the  world,  and  avocations  from  his  ^ftu- 
dics  and  minifl^rial  work,  he  chofc  a  p^rfon  of  worth  and  re- 
putation in  the  pari(h  (of  whom  he  had  a  good  aflurance  that 
lie  would  be  faithful  to  hlmfelf,  and  kind  to  his  pariihioners) 
9nd  Iet4iii«t  the  whole  tithes  n^uch  below  the  real  value,  which 
was  very  Vfcll  pleaflng  to.hi^  people.  •  By  this  means  he  was 
the  better  a^}e  to  deal  with  them  in  private,  fince  the  hire  of 
liis  l^jbours  \i(as  no- way  a  hiiadrance  to  the  fuccefs  of  them. 

WhUft  be  v?as  at  Diptford  he  married  one  Mrs.  Jean  Randal, 
9  pioQS  gentlewoman,  of  a  good  family,  who  died  in  travail 
of  her  fcft  child  v(;ithout  being  deliverca.  His  year  of  mourn-  ^ 
ing  being  expired,  hiis  acquaintance  and  intimate  EUzahetk 
ifriends  advifed  him  to  marry  a  f^condtimc,  whercinv  M9rriei. 
be  was  again  very  happy.  Sosnetime  after  this  (e- 
cond  marriage,  the  people  of  Dartmouth  (a  great  and  noted 
iea-port  in  th^  county  of  Devon,  formerly  upder  the  -charge  of 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Anthony  Hartford  deceafed)  unanimoufly 
choie  Mr.  Flavel  to  fucceed  bim^  They  urged  him  to  accept 
their  call,  (i.)Becaufe  there  were  exceptions  made  againft  aU, 
the  other,  candidates,  but  none  againft  him.  (2.)  Becauie,  be«* 
ing  acceptable  ta  the  wfholc  town,  he  \iras  the  more  like  to  be 
an  infhume^t  of  healing  thebieafiies  ^mong  the  good  people 
there.  (3.)  Becauie  Da,rtmoutb,  being  a  confiderable  and  po- 
pulous town^  required  an  able  and  eminent  minifter,  which 
was  not  fo  neceiTary  for  a  country-parifli,  that  might  befides, 
be  more  eafily  finpplied  with  another  paftor  than  Dartmouth. 

That  which  made  them  more  pnefling  and  earneft  with. 
Mr.  Flavel,  was  this ;  ^t  a  provincial  fynod  in  that  county^ 
Mr.  Flavel,  tho*  hut  a  young  man,  wa3  voted  into  the  chair 
as  moderator,  where  he  opened  the  aflembly  with  a  moft  de- 
vout and  pertinent  prayer  ;  he  examined  the  candidates  wha 
offered  themfelves  to  their  trials  for  the  miniAry  with  great 
learning,  dared  the  cafes  .^nd  queAions  propofcd  to  them  with 
much  acutenefs  and  ji^dgmcnt,  and  in  the  whole  demeaned  ^ 
bimielf  with  that  gravity,  piety,  and  ferioufnefs,  duriag  hi* 
prefidenc^,  that  all  the  nimifters  of  the  affembly  admired  and 
Joved  him.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Hartford,  his  predeceflcMr  ajt 
Dartmouth,  took  pai;ticular.  notice  of  him,  from  that  time  for^-^ 
Vr^(l  contracted  a  itri^  friendfhip  with  him,  and  fgoke  of  hjlq^ 
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^imong  tfiw  maglflrates  and  people  pf  Dartmoutfc,  ^9  in  tJCtnr 
prdinary  pcifon,  who  was  like  to  be  a  great  ligRt  in  the  church. 
This,  witn  t^^ir  having  feveral  times  heard  him  pfeaqh,  occa- 
lioned  their  importunity  with  Mr.  Flavet  to  come  and  be  thcif 
iBiniftcr ;  upon  which  having  fprcad  his  ca(e  before  the  Lord, 
and  f^b^ttcd  to  the  decifion  of  his  neighbouring  minifters, 
he  was  prevailed  upon  to  remove  to  Darttpoutb,  to  his  great 
lofs  in  temporals,  the  reftory  of  Diptford  being  -sf  much  gVeitt* 
^r  benefice: '  •  •  .   '  -     *  *   ^ 

Mr.  f'lavcl  being  fettled  at  Dartmouth  by  the  clcftida  of  th/t 
people,  and  an  order  from'  Whitehall*  by- the  commiffioners  fof- 
approl?ation  of  public  preacher^,-  of  ^he  loth  of  December, 
1656,'he  was  aflbc^ted  with  Mr.  Alleift  Geerc,  a  very  worthy, 
but  fickly,  man.  The  minifterial  work  was  thus  divided  betwixt 
them ;  Mr.  Flavel  was  to  preach  on  the  Lord's  day  at  Towa- 
tfall,  the  mother-church  ftandinguppn a  hill  without  the  town; 
^nd  every  fortnight  in  his  turn  at  the  "M^^cdnefday's  Lcfture  ia 
Partmouth.  Here  God  crowned  his  labours.  \^itfi  many  cent 
verfions.  One  of  his  judidous' hearers,  e^jprefTed  himfclf  thus 
0ikerhifig  hin^;**I  couldfayixjifch,  tho' ni»t  enough,  of  the 
^*'  excellency  0/ his  preaching';  if  hisTeafonablc,  fuitaWe  and 
V  fpifieiial*  matter;  of  h\^  plain  eicpofitioiis*  Of  fcripture,  His 
*'  takiiig  uiethod,  his  genuine  and  natural  d^duftiods;'  his  con- . 
«*  viucing  Arguments,  his  dear  and  pb.werful  demoiiftrationSj, 
'  **  his  heaft-Yearching  applications,  and  his  comfortable  fupports 
.'V  to  th6fe' that  were  afflifted  in  coi^fcience.  In  ^ptt^  that 
**  perfbif  mhft  have  a  very  foft  head,  or  a  very  hard  heart,  or 
**  bothi  tl(iat  could  fit  under  hrs  miniftry  unaffeftcd." 
*  By  hil  unwearied  appHcatioa  to  ftudy,  he  had  acquired  a 
^  great  flock  both  of  divine  and  human  learning.  He  was  ma» 
fier  of  the  controv^rfies  betwixt  the  Jews  afad  Chriflians^  Pa- 
pifts  and  Proteftants,  J^utherans  and  C^lvintfts,  and  bfctwixfe 
the  Orthodox,  and  tlie  Arminians  and  Socinians :  lit  W2?s  likc^ 
>yifewell  read  in  the  ControverCes  about  Church  difciplinc, 
lofant-Baptifm,  and  Antinomiantfm.  He  was  well  acquainted 
%vith  the  SchopNdrvinity,  aK\d  dr^vvup  a  iudlcious  and  ingeni* 
ous  icheme  of  the  *whole  body  of  that  Theology  in  '  good 
Latin,  y?hich  he  prefented  to  ^  perfoji  of  equality,  but  it  was 
pevcr  printed.  He  had.o3c  way  of  improving  his  knowledge, 
•which  is  very  proper  for  young  divines ;  whatever  remarkable 
jiaffige  he  heard  in  private  conference,  if  he  was  familiar  witK 
the  relator,  he  would  defire  him  to  repeat  it  again,  and  in- 
^?rt  it  iuto.his  Averfaria :  By  tbcfe  methods  he -acquired  a  vaft 
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Tlock  of  pmpar  materials  for  liis  popular  fennons  in  flie  JJolpit^ 
•and  his  more  elaborate  works  for  the  prefs. 

He  had  ao  excel leot  gift  of  prayer,  and  was  ccver  at  a  loft 
in  all  his  various  occalioos  for  fuitable  matter  and  words :  and, 
>vhich  was  the  moft  remarkable  of  all,  he  ialways  brought  with 
liim  a  broken  heart  and  moving  afiq6lions ;  his  tongue  and  fpi* 
rit  were  touched  with  a  live  coal  from  the  altar,  and  he  wn$ 
evidently  aflifted  by  the  holy  Spirit  of  grace  and  fupplication 
in  that  divijie  ordinance.  Thofe  who  lived  in  his  family,  fay, 
that  he  was  always  fnll  and  copious  in  prayer,  fecmed  conftant- 
tyto  exceed  himfelf,  and  rarely  m?rde  ufe  twice  of  the  lame 
^xpreflion$. 

When  the  aft  of  uniformity  turned  him  opt  with  the  reft 
^f  his  nonconforming  brethren,  he  did  not  thereupon  quit  his 
Relation  to  his  church,  he  thought  the  fouls  of  liis  flock  tobs 
ipiore  precious  than  to  be  fo  tamely  neglefted :  he  took  all  op- 
.portunides  of  minifying  the  word  and  facr^ments'to  them  in 
private  meetings,  and  joined  with  Qther  miniders  in  folcmb 
days  of  fading  and  humiliation,  to  pray  that  God  would  once 
more  reftore  die  ark  of  bisf  covenant  unto  his  afHifted  Ifiael, 
About  four  iliODths  after  that  fatal  B^holomewday,  hisre- 
•Vercnd  cpllegue,  Mr.  Allein  Geerc,  died :  fo  that  the  whofc 
care  of  the  ilodk;  devolved  upon  Mr.  Flavcl,  which,  tho* 'a 
*lieavy  and  pf effing  burden,  he  undertook  very  cheerfully. 

lJp<m  the  execution  of  tiie  Oxford  aft,  which  banifhed  ^I 

coficbnformifl  minifters  five  miles  from  any  towns  which  fent 

fncmbers  to  parliament,  hewgs  forced  to  kave  Dartmouth,  ti> 

the  great  forrow  of  his  people,  vho  followed  him  out  of  town ; 

aod  at  Townftill  church-yard  they  took  foch  a  moomful  far^j- 

Avcl  of  one  afiother,  as  the  place  might  very  well  hiave  beeq 

^called  Bochim.    He  removed  to.Slaptoo,  a  parifh  ^ve  mile^  from 

•Partmouth,  or  ^any  other  corporation,  whicli  put  -him  out  of 

the  legal*  reach  of  his  advcrfarles :  here  he  met  with  fignal  iix- 

'ilances  of  God*s  fatherly  care  and  proteOion,  and  preached 

fwice  every  Lord'^  day  to  fiich  as  durA  adventure  to  hear  him, 

which  many  of  his  own  people  and  others  did,  notwithftand- 

inp;  the  rigour  and  feverity  Of  the  aft  againft  conventicles.    He 

many  times  flipped  privately  into  Dartmouth,  where  by  preach- 

'tag  and  converlation  he  edified  his  flock,  to  the  great  rcfreih- 

ment  of  his  own  foul  and  theirs,  tho'  with  very  much  danger, 

'becacfe  of  his  watchfpl  iadverfaries,  who  conftantly  laid   wait 

for  bim,    fo    tliat    he  could  not  make  any  long  flay  in  the  - 

Ipwn.     ' 

-    .|n  thofc  tiflics  Mr.  FU^lr  btmg  at  ExcCi^r,  was  inyircd  tQ 
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ffcuh  .bf  loany  good  people  of  that,  city,  who  far  ikfe.tf 
chofe  a  wood  about  three  miles  frbm  the  city  to  be  the  placf^ 
of  their  affembly,  where  they  were  broke  up.  by  their  enemies^ 
by  that  time  the  fermoa  was  well  begun.  Mr.  Flavel,  by  th^ 
care  of  the  people,  made  his  ek^p^  throagh  the  middk  of  his 
enraging  enemies ;  and  tho'  many  of  his  hearers  were  taken^ 
carried  before  Jufticc  TuckfieM,  and  fined ;  yet  the  reft,  being 
nothing  difcQuraged,  re-a0cmblcd,  and  carrying  Mr.  Flavel^  to 
another  wood,  he  preached  to  them  without  any  difturbance ; 
and,  after  he  had'concluded,  rode  to  a  gentleman's  houfe  ne^.  ^ 
the  wood,  who,  tho*  a^  abfolute  ftranger  to  Mr.  Flavel,  en- 
tertained him  with  great  civility  that  night,  and  ne^t  day  h^ 
returned  to  Exeter  in  fafety,  Amongft  thofc  taken  at  this, 
time,  there  was  a  Tanner  Who  had  a  numerous  faibily,  an^ 
bat  a  fmall  ftock;  he  was  fined  notwithftai^ding  in  forty 
pound;  at  which  be  was  nothing  difcouragcd,  but  told  a: 
friend,  who  a(ked  hiin  how  he  bore  up  under  his  lofs.  That 
h  took  tb^fpoiling  of  his  goods  joyfuHyiyfor  the  fake  of  his  Lordl 
Jefus^for  vjbcm  his  ^e  aijtddU  that  be  had  was,  too  little.  ^ 

As  ft)on  ^s  the  Nonconformifts  had  any  refpite  from  their 
trouble,  Mr.  Flavel  laid  bdd  on  the  opportunity,  and  return- 
ed to  Dartmouth,  wh!re»  during  the  firft  indulgence  granted 
by  king  Charles  II.  he  kept  open  doors,  and  preached  freely 
to  all  that  Would  come  and  hear  him ;  and  when  that  libertjr 
was  Invoked,  he  made  it  his  buiioei$  notwith(landing  to. 
preach  in  leafbn  and  out  of  ieaibni  a^d  f^ldopi  miflTed  of  ai^ 
opportunity  pf  preaching  on  the  Lord's  day.  Puring  this 
time,  God  was  pleafed  to  deprive  him  of  his  fecond  wif^, 
which  was  a  great  afii^ion,  (be  having  been  a  help  meet  fo^ 
him ;  and  fuch  an  one  he  flood  much  in  need  of,  as  being  a 
man  of  an  infirm  and  weak  conftitution,  who  laboured  under 
many  infirmities.  In  convenient  time  he  married  a  third  wifi?, 
Mrs.  Ann.  Downe,  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Downe,  miniftcr 
of  Exeter,  who  lived  very  happily  with  him  eleven  years,  an4 
left  him  two  fons,  who  are  youths  of  great  hopes. 

The  perfecution  againft  the  Nonconformifts  being  renewed, 
Mr.  Flavel  found  it  unfafe  to  ftay  at  Partmouth,  and  therefore 
refolved  to  go  to  London,  where  he  hoped  to  be  in  lefs  danger, 
.and  to  have  more  liberty  toexercife  his  funftion.  The  night'' 
before  he  embarked  for  that  end,  he  had  the  follpwing  pre- 
monition by  a  dream  :  he  thought  he  Was  on.  board  the  (hip, 
and  that  a  ftorm  arofe  which  exceedingly  terrified  the  paC- 
fengcrs;  during  their  cOnfternation,  there  fat  writing  at  th» 
table  aperfonof  admirable  fagacity  and  gravity,  who  had  % 
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^tld  it  a  cradle  by  him  that  was  very  froward ;  he  thonght 
lie  iaw  the  father  take  up  a  Kctle  whip,  and  give  the  child  t 
la(h,  faying,  Child  he  quiet,  J  will  difcipline,  but  not  hurt  thee. 
Upon  this  Mr.  Fkvei  awak'd,  and  mafing  on  his  dream,  he 
concluded,  that  he  fliould  meet  with  fome  trouble  in  his 
pafikge  :  his  friends  being  at  dinner  with  hira,  afTurcd  him  of  a 
picatant  paflage,*  becaule  the  wind  and  weather  were  very 
£air ;  Mr.  Havel  replied,'  That  he  was  not  of  their  mind,  but 
expected  much  trmihte  hecaufe  of  his  dream:  adding,  that  when 
he  hadfm:hreprefentations  made  to  him  in  his  Jleep,  they  Jehkm 
ior  never  failed, 
'  Accordingly,  when  they  were  advanced  within  five  leagues 
of  Portland  in  their  voyage,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  dread- 
ful tempeft^  infomuch  that,  betwixt  one  and  two  in  the  moro- 
kig,  the  mafter  and  feamc:n  concluded,  that,  unkis  God  changed 
the  wind,  there  was  no  hope  of  life;  it  was  irapoiCble  for 
them  to  weather  Portland,  fb  that  they  muft  of  neccffity  be 
-wrecked  on  the  rocks  or  cm  the  (hore.  Upon  this  Mr.  Flavcl 
called  ap  the  hatids  that  could  be  fpared  into  the  cabin  to 
prayer  J  but  the  violence  of  the  tempeft  was  fuch,  that 
they  could  not  prevent  thcmfelves  from  being  thrown  from 
the  one  fide  unto  the  other  as  the  ihip  wad  tofled  \  and  not 
^nly  fo,  but  mighty  feas  broke  in  upon  them,  as  if  tliey  would 
have  drov/ned  them  in  the  very  cabin.  Mu  Flavcl  in  this 
danger  took^hold  of  the  two  pillars  of  the  cabin  bed,  and 
calling  Upon  God,  begged  mercy  for  htmfclf  and  the  reft  in 
the  (hip.  Amongft  other  arguments  in  prayer,  he  made  uie 
of  tfais^  that  if  he  and  his  company  periOied  in  that  ftorm,  th^ 
name  of  God  would  be  blafphemed,  the  enemies  of  religion 
would  fey,  that .  tho'  be  cfcaped  thdr  hands  on  fhore  yet  di* 
vine  vengeance  had  overtaken  him  at  fea.  In  the  midft  of 
}>rayer  his  faith  and  hope  Were  raifed,  in^mmcb '  that  he  ex- 
'  pe^ed  a  gracious  anfwer ;  io  that,  committing  himfelf  and 
his  company  to  the  mercy  of  Gqd,  he  concluded  the  duty. 
No  fo^nei*  was  prayer  ended,  but  one  came  down  from  the 
deck',  cyring,  Deliverance!  Deliverance!  God  is  a  God  hear* 
ing  prayer!  In  a  moment  the  wind  is  come  fair  Weft !  And  fo 
failing  before  it,  they  were  brought  fafcly  to  London.  Mr. 
Flavel  found  many  of  his  old  friends  there;  and  God  raifed 
him  new  ones,  with  abundance  of  work,  arid  extraordinary 
encouragement  in  it.  Daring  his  ftay  in  London,  he  married 
his  fourth  wife,  a  widow  gentlewoman,  (daughter  to  Mr. 
^  George  Jefierles  fornjerly  minifier  of  King*s-Bridge).  but  now 
liis  for rowfttl  rclift.  .       • 


%  ^the  ^ife  (f  thi .Ute  Reveretii  \\ 

'  Mr.  Ilatrcii  \*^hile  he  was  ia^toadoo,  aatrowly  cfcapcd  btitigv 
t^kcn,  with  the  reverend  Mr.  jenkias>  at  Mr,  Fox's,  in  Mpor-» 
fields,  where  they  were  keet>iDg  a  day  of  fafHflg,i  and.  pDaycc^. 
Be  wa8  fo  near,  that  he  heard  the  iDfolcncc  of.  the  officers  aa4 
fQldicr$  to  Mr*  Jenkins  when  they  had  taken -him.;  aud  obferv*, 
^  ^  in  his  diary,  that  Mr»  Jenkins  .might  h^ve  efcaped  as: 
wdlas^himfelf,  had  it  not  been  for  a  pleoe  of-  vanity  in  a  lady,, 
whofe  long  train  hindred  his  going  down,  flairs,  Mr  Jenkins^, 
qat  of  his  too  great  civility  having  let  her  pafs  Jjrforc  him.      . 

Mr.  Fhvel  after  this  returned  to  Dartmbuth,  wbere  with^ 
his  family  and  dear  people  he  bleffed  God  for  his  .mercies  to-» 
>jrard$  hiin.  He  was  in  a  little  time  after  confined  clpfe  pri* 
fijnygr  to  his  houfe,  where  many  of  his  dear  .flo<;k  fiole  in  over' 
oight,-or  betimes  on  the  Lord's  day  in  the  morning,  to  en- 
joy the  benefit  of  his  labours,  and  fpend  the  fabbath  in  hear-. 
5Wg,  praying,  finging  of  pfalms>  and  holy  difoouffes..  • 

Mr.  Jenkins,  abovementioned,  dying  in  prifoo,  his  peoples 
^ve  Mr.  Y\viA  a  call  to  the  pafloraL  ofiice  among  them,  ^d 
Mr.  Reeves  hi^  people  did  the  like.  Mr.Flavel  communicated 
tboie  calls  iin^qis  Sock,  and;  kept  a  day  of«piay£T  with  thetn; 
to  beg  cUreftioa  from  Go^  in.  this ;  important •  affair;  he  wa» 
graciouflypleafedto.anfwcr  them  by  fixing  Mr.  Fljiv^ri  J5e(i>y 
lnti6B>to4?y  with  his  flock  at  Dartmouth.  Mtfnj  -argomeat* 
were  sj^aS^ufe  of  to.  perfuade  him  to  dome,  to  J-ondon,  as,  tha< 
fince  he^as  turned  out  by  the  aA  of  uniforna&ty^  he  had  tipid 
but  very  little  maintenance  front  ^iis  church  ;th?ttho(e  7t% 
London  wete  lich  and  numero]u6  congregations.!  that  he  had 
a  family  and  children  to  provide  for;  an4  ^feat  ^the-city  was  % 
theatre  of  honour  and  reputation.  But  npne.  ^^f  i  thofe  .thing* 
could  prcTail  with  him  to  leave  his  f oqt  peojjilev  ^t  Part- 
mouth.  ;  <  • .        .  V 

In^i687,  when  It  pleafed  God  foi  to  oyer-rjuW  affki^s^  thM 
l|ing  James  II*  thought  it  his  intereft  to  i^ifpenjfe  with  the  pch^ 
jmI  laws  ugainft'thcoi,.  Mr..  Flavel,  wh?  ha^el  .foraeriy  bcKot 
confin'4  to  a  comer,-  fhone^  brighdy,  ^a  a.  fljaming  beapo©  up4 
«Ki  the  top  Off  an  hiU.  His  aifefti(xnate  peiqplclprepaced  A  Mrg«k 
place  for  him,  where  God  blelTcdhis  Jalx^rs^o,  the  .ooaviftion 
of  many  people,  by  h/s  fermons.  on,  R<hV»  wi*  20.  ^ehol4  f 
^and^t  th€  door  and  knock.  This  encouraged^  him  to  princ 
thole  fermons,  under  the  title  of  England's^  Duty,  ^r^  bopdngg 
diat  it  might  do  good  abroad,  as.  well  as  ta  hJs  own  £0«gre-v 
gafipn.-  He  had  made,  a  vow  ^o  th^  Irprd  imder,  his,  confine- 
lecntithat  if  he  (hould  be  qupe^^morc  entrufted  with  pwMic 
Ubery^Mhc   would  'improve«it  to  ;thc  adv^ftl^g^  <>f.'h9  .gop-* 
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|)€l ;  thit  ht  performed  ib  a  moft  confcientioiis  manner, 
j^eaclied  twice  crery  Lord's  day,  and  kftured  ercry  Wednef- 
4ay»  id  ^ich  he  w^t  over  inoft  of  the  third  chapter  of  St. 
jfoha,  fllefriog  th^  ladHpeafible  ncceffity  of  regeoeratioo.  He 
preached  likewise  every  Thorfday  before  the  facrament^  and 
thbn  aft^  eaLamiaation  admitted  communidults.  He  had  no 
affiftaBce  on  iacran&entdays,  fo  that  he  was  many  times  almoft 
ipent  before  he  diftriboted  the  elements.  When  the  duty  of 
the  day  was  bver,  he  Would  often  complain  of  a  fore  breaft, 
ftn  aking  head,  and  a  pained  back ;  yet  he  would  be  early  at 
fitidy  aglid  nttt  Monday.  He  dbwed  htmfetf  very  little  re- 
lereation,  accounting  time  a  predoas  jewel  that  ooght  to  be 
Improved  at  afti^  rate* 

fie  was  not  only  a  Sealons  preacher  in  the  pn}pit»  bnt  a  fin- 

tere  Chriftian   in  Bis  -clofet,  frequent  in  felf  exannnation,  as 

ttrell  as  in  prefiing  it  upon  others;   being  afraid,  left  while  he 

preachM  to  oAers,   he  himreif  fhould  be  a  call  away.     To 

prove  this,  I  fhatl  tiratirdribe  ^hat  follows  from  his  own  diary. 

••  To  make  ^tt  of  ctemat  life,  faid  he,  is  the  great  bufi- 

*'  Deis  which  the  ions  of  death  hate  to  do  in   this  world. 

•«  \Vhctheir  a  man  tdnfiddr  the  immortafity  of  his  own  foul, 

'*  the  ineffable  jbys  itid  glory  of  hcaren,  the  extreme  and  end- 

••  lefs  torments  of  Kell,  the  inconceivable  fweetnefs  of  peace  of 

**  Confcience,  or  the  mifefy  of  being  fubjeftto  the  terrors 

^  thereof;  sdltheiepnt  aneceffity,  aiblemaity,  a  glory  upon 

**  this  work.    Bat,  Oh !  the  difficulties  and  dangers  attend- 

^  ing  it  I  How  mady,  and  how  great  are  thefe  ?  What  judg- 

*•  ment,  faithfulncfs,  refohition,  and  watchfulnefs  doth  it  re- 

••  ^xSx^  ?  Snch  is  the  deceitfuhids,  darknefs  and  inconflancy 

^*  of  our  hearts,  and  fuch  the  malice,  policy  and  diligence  rf 

^  Satatt  to  manage  and  improve  it,  that  he  who  attempts  this 

*  **  wcH-k  had  need  both  to  watch  his  feafons  for  it,  and  frcquent- 

"  ly  look  up  to!  God  for  his  guidance  and  illumination,  and 

■**  to  f^d  many  fed  and  ierious  thoughts  before  he  adven- 

«^  ture   upon  a  (fctermination  and  conclufion  of  the  ftattc  of 

^  Msfotil. 

•*  To  die  end  therefore  tliat  this  moft  important  work  may 
**  not  miicarry  in  my  hands,  I  have  collefted^  with  all  the  care  I 
•*  can,  the  beft  and  foundeft  charafters  I  can  find  in  the  writ- 
**  ingsof  our  modern  divines,  taken  out  of  the  ftripturc,  and 
'*  by  their  labours  illufh-atcd  and  prepared  for  ufe,  that  t 
•*  na'^htmake  a  right  application  of  them. 

•*  i.  f  have  carncftly  befought  the  Lord  for  the  aj^llanct 
Vol..!.  % 


',  10  •    Tie  life  'of  the  late  Reverend 

*<  of  his  Spirit^  which  caa  poly  manifeft  my  own  heart  nn|o 

*'  ine»  and  iliow  me  the  true  (late  thereof^  which  i$  that  thiog 

^'  my  ipul  doth  moft  earoefliy  defire  to  know;  and  1  hope 

/'  the  Lord  will  anfwer  my  defire  therein,  according  to  his 

**  promifes,  Luke  xi.  ij.  John  xiv,  26. 

*<  2.  I  have  endeavoured  to  caft  out  and  lay  aiide  felf-love, 
**  kft  my  heart  being  prepofleflfed  therewith,  my  judgment 
**  fl^QuId  be  perverted,  and  become  partial  in  paiOng  fentence 
*'  on  my  eftate.  I  have,  in  fbme  meafure,  bronght.  my  heart 
**  to  be  willing  to  judge  and  ccmdemn  myfelf  for  an  hypocrite, 
**  if  fuch  I  ihall  be  found  on  trial,  as  to  approve  myfelf  for 
"  fincereand  ppright.  -Yea,  I  would  have  it  Jo-far^  from  be- 
''  ing  grievous  to  me  lb  to  do,  that  if  I  have  been  all  this  whi}c 
''  miftaken  and  deceived,  I  (hall  rejoice  and  blefs  the  hot  A 
*^  with  my  foul,  that  now  at  laft  !t  naay  be  difcovered  to  mc, 
*'  and  I  may  be  fet  right,  tho'  I  lay  the  foundation  new  again. 
**  This. I  have  laboured  to  bring  my  heart  to,  knowing  that 
**  thoufands  have  dalhed  and  fplit  to  pieces  npoa  this  rock. 
.  *^  And  indeed  he  that  will  own  the  perfon  of  a  judge,  muO 
**  putoffthe  perfonof  afriend.  .  •  , 

<<  3.  It  hath  been  my  endeavour  to  keep  upon  my  heart 
'*  a  deep  (en(e  of.  that  great  judgment- day  throughout  this 
*^  work ;  as  knowing  by  experience  what  a  potent  influence 
*'  )his  hath  on  the  confcience,  to  make  it  deliberate,  feriotts 
*^  and  faithful  in  its  work ;  and  therefore  I  have  demanded  of 
*^  my  own  confcience,  before  the  refolution  of  each  queftioa, 
**  O  my  confcience,  deal  faithfully  with  me  in  this  particular, 
^<  and  4y  no  moie  tome  than  thou  wilt  own  and  ftand  to  ki 
*^  the  great  day,  when  the  counfels  of  all  hearts  (hall  be  made 
**  manifeft.  #  -^  .         > 

"4.  Haring  (crioufly  weighed  each  mark,  and  confiderod 
''  wherein  the  weight  and  fubAance  of  it  lieth,  I  have  gone  to 
**  the  Lord  in  prayer  for  his  afiiftance,  ere  I  have  drawn  op 
**  the  anfwer  of  my  confcience;  and  as  my  heart  hath  been 
"  perfuaded  therein,  fo  have  I  determined  and  reiblved  :  what 
•'  hath  been  clear  to  my  experience,  I  have  fo  fet  down  ;  and 
**  what  hath  been  dubious,  I  have  here  left  it  fo.. 

**  5.  I  have  made  choice  of  the  fitteft  feafons  I  had  for  this 
'*  work,  and  (et  to  it  when  I  have  found  my  heart  in  the  rooljb 
**  quiet  and  ferious  frame.  For  as  he  that  will  fee  his  face  in 
<*  a  glafs,  muft  be  fixt,  not  in  motion,  or  in  the  water,  mud; 
'*  make  no  commotion  in  it ;  (b  it  is  in  this  cafe.     ,  .    * 

.  "  6.  Lqflfys  To  the  end  I  may  be  fuccefsful  in  this  wc»:k,  I 
''  have  laboured  all  along  carefully  to  didingaKh  ktwixt  jbch 
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^*  fins' as  aar^  grouiids  of  doi]btiog,  and  fuch  as  ztt  only 
«<  grounds  of  bomiiiation ;  knovdng  that  not  every  evil  is  a 
1'  ground  of  donbting,  tho'  all,  even  the  fmaileft  infirmities, 
^*:  adnd^ifter  matter  of  humiliation :  and'  thns  I  have  defired 
**  to  entcrprizc  diis  great  bnfinefs.  O  Lord,  af&ft  thy  fervant, 
^*  diat  Kb  may  not  miftake  herein ;  bnt,  if  his  €x>nrcience  do 
^*  now  condemn  him,  he  may  lay  a  better  foundation  whiUV 
^*  he  hatb  time;  and  if  it  (hall  now  acquit  him»  he  may  alio 
'*.  have  b^^dnefs  in  the  day  of  judgment.** 
•  Thefe  things  being  previoufly  difpatch*d,  he  tried  himfelf 
by  the f€f^>ture  marks  oiF  fincenty  and  regeneration;  by  this 
insaos  he  attained  to  a  well-grounded  aflurante,  the  ravilhing 
comforts  of  which  were  many 'times  flied  abroad  in  his  ibul; 
this  made  him  a  powerful  and  fuccefsfVil  preaicber,  as  one  who* 
fpoke  from  his  own  heart  to  thofe  of  others.  He  preached 
nsirhathefclt,  what  he  had  handled,  what  he  had  ieen  and  tailed 
of  the  word  of  life,  and  they  felt  1 1  alfo; 

We  may  gueis  what  a  fweet  and  bleiled  intercourfe  he  had 
^ith  heaven,  from  that  hiftory  we  meet  with  in  his  Pneumaio^ 
bgia,  p.  323.  whidi  I  refer  to^  and  likewiie  from  that  revela* 
tion  he  had  of  his  father  and  mother's  death,  page  339.  H^ 
was  a  mighty  wrefikr  with  God  in  fecret  prayer,  and  pardcn* 
larly  bq^'d  of  him  to  crown  his  iermons,  printed  books  and 
private  difcourfes,  with  the  converiioi!  of  poor  finners^  a  work 
which  Ins  heart  was  much  fet  upon.  It  plealed  God  to  anfwer 
him  by  many  inftances,  of  which  the  two  that  follow  deierve 
pecuUar  notice. 

.  Ifi  1673,  there  came  into  Dartmouth  port  a  flitp  of  Pool,  ia 
her  return  from  Virginia ;  the  chirnrgeon  of  this  (hip,  a  luAy 
young  man  of  23  years  of  2ge,  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy, 
which  the  Devil  improved  to  make  him  murder  him(elf.  This 
he  attempted  on  the  Lord's  day  early  in  the  morning,  when 
he  was  in  bed  with  his  brother ;  he  firft  cut  his  own  throat  with 
a  knife  he  had  prepared  on  purpofe,  and  leaping  out  of  the 
•bed,  thruft  it.likewife  into  his  ftomach,  and  (o  lay  wallowing 
in  Us  own  blood,  till  his  brother  awaked  and  aied  for  help. 
A  phyijcian  and  chirnrgeon  were  brought,  who  concluded  the 
wound  in  his  thtoat  mortal  t  they  ftitch'd  it  up  however,  and 
applied  a  plaifter,  but  without  hopes  of  cure,  becaule  he  al- 
ready breathed  through  the  wound,an'd  his  voice  was  becomd 
inarticulate.  Mr.  Flavel  came  to  vifit  him  in  this  condition* 
and  apprehending  him  to  be^bin  a  few  minutes  of  etjemity^ 
')alK»irM  to  prepare  him  for  it ;  he  a&'d  him  his  own  appr^ 


hcnioMS  of  bis   coodkion*  fnd   tbe   ^^ouog  'ni$ft  «iA«firfe4lf 
that  he   hoped  ^  God  for  asternal  life,    Mr.  Fbvel  vefUkdp 
that  he  fear'd  his  hopes  were  iU'^oiuid^  i  the  (criptiuns  tfib 
us,  th^t  no  murderer  ha$h  ftirndl  Ufc  aii£ng  in  jioi^-ielf- 
murder  wiis  the  9-o^eil:  of  ail  murder,  ^c.  Mr.  £Uvel  iaiifted 
£>  inqch  upoD  tbe  nggravatioos  pjf  the  crime,  thtt  tbe  young 
mail's  coiiicience  began  to  fail,  bit  betrt  began  tp  meltt  ^^ 
then  he  broke  out  into  te^s*  bewailing  bis  fin  aad  toUerj,  ind 
aflc'd  Mr.  f*iavel,  If  there  mi^t  yet  be  auj  hope  for  bias?  he 
^Idhitn  there  ^ight;  and&odiQg  bin  alt<^tber  Qnacqaabitr 
^  ^itb  the  nature  of  faith  ^od  repeotaooe,  he  ope^iiDd  tbenj 
%o  him.    Tbe  poor  man  fuck'd  in  this  dp&rine  greedUy^  pni]r<« 
ed  with  great  vehemeaoe  to  God  that  be  wotiM  work  tfaefn 
00  bis  fi)ul»  and  intreated  Mr.  Flavel  fa  fnj  ^itb  bun,  an4 
for .hin,  t^at  he Qiight  be,  tho'lale,  a  fincere  gcdpelpcniceot, 
tM  (bund  bflicyer.    Mr.  Flavel  prayed  ^«tth  bifti  accorifingly* 
and  it  pleafed  Cod  es^eedtiigly  tx>  ipeit  tbe  youQg  nun's  hearty 
4uring\the  performance  of  that  duty.    He  vfas  rery  loth  to 
part  with  Mr.  Flavel»biit  tbe  duty  of  tli^  day  obligng  him  to 
}f^  gope,  in  a  few  words  he  Asa»'^  up  thprfe  ooudebf  that  b^ 
fought  mofi  nece(&ry,  and  4q  took  Ms  fiirGfUrel  of  binii  ne« 
ver  expe^liaq;  to  fee  hi9^  9ily  sipce  im  tbSs   world.    But  it 
^kafe^  ^od  to  6rderSt  otherwUe;  the  young  man  continued 
fliwe  contrary  to  all.  eHpe^SNftion*  panted  ea^neiUy  a&er  tfb^ 
l^ord  Jeftis,  9ind  no  i^ifcourijp  vna  fJodnig  to  fatm,  but  thmt 
^f  Cbjrift  iiid  faitb.    H  tbi^irme  Mr.  Fkvnl  found  him  in. 
the  evening ;  be  rej-piced  greatly  when  he  faw  hb^a  come  9gam^ 
intrettod  bim  to  e^citiuve  bis  difcourfe  upon  tbofe  fbb^efts, 
luid  told  hm.  Sir,  die  ]^ord  ha^h  given  me  repentanoe  £ar  thii^ 
^nd  for  all  my  other  fios ;  1  fee  tbe  teini  of  them  now,  fo  asi  I 
eever  faw  tbem  hd^ !  O  I  loKtb  myfelf  i  I  60  sUb  bclieve« 
Lord,  belp  my  unheijef.    I  am  heartily  willing  to  t^  Chrid^ 
ijipofi  hi^  own  termjs ;  bjai  one  thing  troubles  mc,  i  doubt  this 
■bloody  iin  wijl  not  be  pardoned.     Will  jcfifis  Chnft,  &id  he,  np» 
ply  bis  blood  tome,  that  b^e  (h^  bis  own  Mood^  ilr.  Fk- 
yel  told  hi^,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  (bed  ins  blood  for  tbem  chat 
with  wicked  hands  had  4ied  his  own  kii^Qd$  wbi^  «iras  iagreaf- 
4^  fin  than  the  Qiedding  of  ^ ;  to  which  <te  wounded  mam^ 
replieii,  I  will  c^   myfrlf  upon  Chrift,  let  hkn  dp  what  be 
wU.     In  this  condit^ion  Mr*  Fiavel  left  him  that  ni^t. 

Next  morBjpg  his  wcninds  were,  to  be  opened,  and  tbe  chi«> 
TUfgeon's  opinion  was,  that  lie  would  uniuediadieiy  »pke  : 
Mr.  piavd  was  sg^n  reqi^eflffd  to  fpve  faxm  a  yifif,  wVidi  tut 
^idj  foui^d  him  in  a  very  fertpus  Irame,  and  prayed  vfith  hini«. 


Tile  vodsd  10  fai$  A<M9[i»ch  was  fKfcen^injs  op«te4»  wkcti  ^ 
y«o(rtde  was  jfo  smcb  fwpln>  tbui  it  cajM  p«»C  itt  the  oriQcH 
of  the  wound,  and  lay  like  a  livid  difcoloured  tripe  upoft  U4i 
body,  8lu}  UKas  »Ub  ^t  (jbroqgh  s  ^very  out  th^gbt  k  t9|)of- 
iibk  forUm  lo  Jiire;.  however,  the  chvurgi^  colstrg^  die  o* 
ri&ceof  iHjB  W9U0«I«  fofvtented  it,  and  wrought  the  Tcauicb 
fgaiB  iotd  his  body*  wd,  Aif chiog  up  the  wound,  left  hb  pit 
tienttoifaedifpQlai  <Qtf  pre^vide oce. 

It  pleafed  GoA  thM  he  w«s  cured  of  thofe  d^s^rroos  wGaiMb 
ie  Us  body ;  aad,  upM  fi>lid  groupds  of  %  ratiouid  charity, 
tfaefio  was  groued  to  believe,  t}^t'h^  wa9  alfo  (ured  of  that  moio 
^Dgerou3  wound  whidi  fm  h^  «9ade  ki  bt$  £cmU  Mr.  FkN 
yel  ipeat  fnany  hours  with  him  during  his  ficKoefs;  and  when 
Iha  chkfiigeon  jetuna'd  so  P0OJL  after  hkB  recovery,  Mr.  S^t 
imsel  Uutly^  that  worthy  minifter  there,  thanked  Mr.  Fkuei 
10  a  letter,  fer  ^  great  pain^  be  hsd  ^keo  wkh  thai  young 
nail,  attd  coogrioatti^  bis  focceis,  afluring  hifn»  ^iax  tt 
ever  a  gceat  and  ihoDougk  werk  was  wrougM*  U  was  npoA  tkas 

SXttO. 

The  fecoDd  iofiauGe  is  iMa  :  Mr.  Flavel  beiog^  in  LoudoD  ia 

id73,  his  old  biMUIbller,  Mr.  Boulter, ^gavc  hiia  this  folIowiDji 

Mlactou,  «!ii;.  Thai  fone  liioe  bfifor<,  there  Cfuue   ioto  \& 

4kop  a  ^kifti  feotlonati  to  fDi}!aire  for  iomc  flay-hoehss 

Mr.  Boulter  t<M  hiss  he  bi4  Moe<  but  (bew'd  him  Mr.  Fl^dik 

little  tceaiire  of  Kt^^H  ^^^  Hf*r%f  iotcei^ed  him  to  cead  it, 

^  affnred  Yam  it  wq«ld  4p  hfis9  Nsore  good  ^han  |^ay-bo(Ai» 

The  geDtkmaa  nadlbe  title,  and  glaocing  upon  fevend  pi^|ea 

Iktb  zaA  there,  faioke  out  ioto  thefe  ztd  fwioh  other  expreffioM^ 

What  a  danuablc  iTh^matic  wai  he  who  nyide  this  book?  Mt. 

fioulirr  htfgg'd  of  bka  to  buy  aiad  read  it,  and  told  him  be  bad 

no  cftufe  ti3  oeufiMre  it  fo  bitterly;  at  l«ft  be  bought  it,  hot 

told  hijn  he  wodd  not  jneadit.    What  will  ye  do  with  it  thea, 

'  Ad  Mr.  Boulter.'  I  wiU  tear  aod  bura  it,  iald  he,  and  £bid 

it  to  the  Devil.    Mr.  Boulter  told  him,  then  he  ihould  aoe 

Jbaire  it.    UfKmtbla  Ihe  geotlemao  promis'd  to  read  it;  and 

JMr.  Boulter  told  him,  if  iie  difiiked  it  upon  seading,  he  would 

ffetnra  bim  hb  money.    ^JKMit  a  month  after*  the  goudcmaa 

iCame  to  theiho^  ^gsin  in  a  very  modeft  habit,  and,  with  a 

ierioQs  countenance,  beipeaks  Mr.  Boulter  thus ;  Sir,  I  moft  * 

JheaFtily  thfok  you  for  jpotting  this  book  into  my  hands ;  I 

J>le&  God  thht  mov'd  you  1^  do  it,  it  bath  iaved  my  foul;   hLrf- 

ied  be  God  that  ever  1  came  into  your  (hop.    And  then  he 

.iMK^^ht  a  hundred  mbre  of  thofe  hooks  of  him,  told  him  he 

."^i^ldi^Ye  ihem  to  the  poor  who  could  not  biiy  .tioism^  and  i» 


14   /  'Tie  lift  hf'ihi'hae  tUv9t^^ 

kfthiih^  praiimg  and  adoiiring  the  goodnefs  of  Gdd.    Thv6 

it  jpleafed  God  to  bkft  the  fermoos,  d^ar&s  and  writings  of 

Mr.Flavel. 

He  never  delighted  in  controverfieSy  but  was  oblig'd,  eon- 
trary  to  his  iadinatioo,  to  write  againft  Mr.  Cary^  the  prind- 
pal  Anabaptift  in  Dartnoouth,  with  whoai,  however,  he  main* 
tained  a  fiicndly  and  Chrifiian  correfpondence.  When  he 
wrote  his  Plamlo^,  or,  Blow  at  the  Rooty  he  dedared  to  his 
friends,  that  tho*  thpfe  ftudies  were  very  neceflary,  he  took 
CO  pleafure  in  them,  but  had  rather  be  employed  in  praAical 
divinity.  When  he  compofcd  his  JRcafinabUnefs  rf  Perfonal 
Reformation,  he  told  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  his,  that  he 
feldom  had  a  vain  thought  to  interrupt  him,  which  made  him 
hope  it  would  do  the  more  good  in  the  world.  He  purpos!d 
to  have  enlarged  his  book  of  Sacramental  Meditations,  Siud 
bad  moft  judictoufly  Aated  and  handled  feveral  cafes  of  con- 
fdence  on  that  occafion,  which  he  deiigned  to  have  infer  ted  in 
the  next  edition,  but  liv*d  not  to  fini(h  them  for  the  prefs. 

Many  times,  when  he  preached  abroad,  he  has  had  letters 
lent  him  from  unknown  perfons,  informing  him  how  God  had 
blefled  his  miniAry  to  their  ibuls,  and  converted  them  from  be- 
ing bitter  enemies  to  rdigion.  This  encouraged  him  when  be 
rode  abroad,  not  only  to  accept  of  invitations  to  preach,  bat 
fnany  times  to  ofier  his  labours  unto  thole  that  would  be  pleafed 
xo  hear  him }  theugh  for  this  he  had  no  occafion  where  he  was 
known,  the  people  being  generdly  importunate  ivith  him.  One 
^l^y  after  a  long  and  hard  journey,  an  intimate  friend  of  his,  ^ 
out  of  a  tender  regard  to  him,  preiTed  him  with  cogent  argo-' 
ments  to  forbear  preaching  at  that  fea(bn,  but  could  «iot  prevail 
^with  him ;  his  bowels  of  compaiGon  to  needy  and  perifliing  hah 
made  him  ^overlook  all  confideradons  of  himfelf :  he  preached 
an  excellent  fermon,  by  whidi  there  was  one  con!vei7te4  as  he 
dedared  himfelf  af tefWiards  upon  lus  admiffion  to  the  Lord%  tsih 
ble.        .  V  .     , 

The  laft  jlermon  that  he  preached  to  his  people  at  Dartmootlv 
was  on  a  public  day  of  fafiing  and  hmniliation ;  in  the  clofe  of 
which  he  was  enlai^d  in  fuch  ^  extraordinary  manner,  whem 
offering  up  praifes  to  God  for  mercies  received,  that  he  feem'd 
to  be  in  an  eictafy.  Thi^ , happened  about  a  week  before 
his  death,  and  may  juflly  be  accounted  a  foretafte  of  thoft 
heavenly  raptures  that  he  now  enjoys  ampngft  the  bleifed  ipirita 
aboye. 

The  laft  fermou  he  preached  was  on  the  21ft  of  June  1691^ 
at;   Alhburioni.^from  i  Cor.  x.  I2.    Wherefore  let  Mm  tbmit 
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fidttd^th  take  hetd  left  he  falL  It  was  a  very  palhctical  and 
excelleot  difconrfe,  tending  to  awaken  carelefs  profeflbrs,  and 
to  ftir  them  op  to  be  folidtoqs  about  their  fouls.  After  hav- 
ing preached  this  fermon,  he  went  to  Exeter  ;  and  at  Topfha-n, 
within  tliree  miles  of  that  city,  he  prefided  a  moderator  in  aa 
aflembly  of.  the  Nonconformift  minifters  of  Devon(hire,  who 
unanimoufly  voted  him  into  the  chair  :  the  occafion  of  their 
meeting  was  about  an  union  betwixt  the  Prefbyterians  and  Id« 
dependents^  which  Mr.  Flavel  was  very  zealous  to  promote, 
and  brought  to  fo  great  an  ifluein  thofe  parts,  that  the  mini- 
fters  declared  their  fatisfaftion  with  the  heads  of  agreemefit 
concluded  on  by  the  Londoq  miniilers  of  thde  denominations, 
J^.  Flavel  dofed  the  work  of  the  day  with  prayer  and  praifes, 
in  which  his  fjpirit  was  carried  out  with  wonderful  enlargement 
andaflfeftion. 

fie  wrote  a  letter  to  an  eminent  minifter  in  LoDdon,  with  an 
'  account  of  thdr  proceedings,  that  fame  day  that  he  died  ; .  pro- 
vidence ordering  it  ib,  that  he  flioold  fini(h  that  good  work  his 
heart  was  (q  intent  upon,  before  he  finished  his  courfe. 

The  manner  of  his  death  was  fudden  and  furprifrng ;  his 
friends  thought  him  as^wdl  that  ^ay  in  the  evenijig  of  which  he 
died,  as  he  liad  been  far  many  yeari :  towards  the  end  of  fupper 
he  complained  of  a  deadnefs  in  one  of  his  hands,  that  he  could 
not  lift  it  to  bis  head.  This  ftruck  his  wife  and  his  friends  about 
him  into  an  afionifliment ;  they  ufed  ibme  means  to  recover  it  to 
its  former  ftrength,  but  inftead  thereof,  to  their  great  grief  the 
diftemper  feized  all  upon  one  fide  of  his  body.  They  put  him 
to  bed  with  all.  fpeed,  and  ient  for  phyficians^  but  to  no  purpoie ; 
bis  diftemper  prevailed  upon  bim  fo  faft,  that  in  a  (hort  time  it 
made  htm  Tpeechlefs. '  He  was  lenfible  of  his  approaching  death ; 
and  when  they  carried  him  up  (lairs,  exprefled  his  opinion  that 
it  would  be  the  laA  time ;  but  added,  I  know  that  it  will  be  well 
with  mc  ;  which  were  fome  of  his  laft  words.  Thus  died  ihi* 
holy  man  of  God  fuddenly^  and  without  pain,  not  giving  lb 
much  as  one  groan.  He  exchanged  this  life  for  a  better,  oa 
the  26th  day  of  June,  1691,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age. 

His  corps  was  carried  from  £xeter  to  Dartmouth,  attended 
by  feveral  minifters,  and  a  great  many^  other  perfbns  of  good 
quality^  abundance  of  people  rode  out  from  Dartmouth,  Tot- 
nefs,  KcwtDn,  AdibWton,  and  other  places,  to  meet  the 
corps;  when  it  was  taken  out  of  the hearie  at  the  water- fide, 
his  people  and  other  friends  could  not  forbear  exprefling  the 
ftnfe  of  their  great  icks,  by  floods  of  tears,  and  a  bitter  lamen- 
tation.   It  was  idtea'd  the  Tame  night  in  Dartmouth  churdif 


*ft  "  fie  Lif^  (f  the  late  tUveri^ 

ttud  tiekt  3iy  Mr.  George  Trofle,  a  miniftcr  of  Exetet,  jircaiik- 
ed  his  faner^l-iermon  f^m  Eli&a's  Itxaenitixoh  upon  the 
ftanflafioa  of  Elijah,  'Xl^jt^g^iu  it.  My  father^  niyfkther^  the 
thariot  Gf  IfraeU  dnd  the  hotfemen  thereof > 

We  (hall  coodiide  with  ^  charaftcr  of  Mr.  FlaVcl.     He  >ras 
a  man  of  a  middle  Hattlre,  and  full  of^  lifie  and  aftiTity  s  he  wis 
very  thoughtfiil,  and  wheii  not  difcoorfing  or  riding,  mudi 
taken  up   in  meditation,   which  made  him  digefi  bis  notions 
wdl.    He  was  ready  to  learn  from  every  body,  and  as  free  to 
eommonicate  what  he  knew.     He  was  bountiful  to  his  own 
V*lations,   and  very  charitable  to  the  poor,   but  efpecially  to . 
die  hou(hold  of  faith,  and  the  neceffitous  members  of  his  own 
church,  to  whom,    during  their  ficknefs,  he  always  fent  fuit- 
^b)e  fdppties.     He  freely  taught  academical  learning  to  foiir 
young  men  whom  he  bred  to  the  minllkery,  and  one  of  them 
he  maintained  all  the  while  ix  his  own  charge.    He  was  ex- 
ctfedingly  affeftidUatc  to    all  the   people  at   Dartmouth,   6f 
which  wd  (hall  give  one  remarkable  inftance ;  when  our  flett 
was  firft  etigaged  with  the  French,  he  called  his  people  to** 
gethet  to  a  folemn  fa(V,  and,  like  a  matt  in  'an  agony,  wreAled 
with  God  In  prayer  for  the  church  and  nation,  and  particnlar- 
iy  for  the  poorfeamen  of  Darmoionth,  that  they  might  obtain 
mercy;    the  Lord  heard  and  anfwered  him,  for  not  one  df 
thkt  town  was  killed  ift  the  fight,  tho'  many  of  them  were  in 
the  engagement.    As  he  Was  a  faithful  ambaffador  to  his  M^-) 
'  fter,  he  diafle  his  example  the  nile  of  his  own  praftice,  and 
Was  fo  far  from  revilmg  again,  thofe  that  revil*d  him,  tJiat  fee 
jprayed  for  thofe  that  defpitefnlly  tis'd  him  ;  one  remarkable 
inftance  of  which  is  as  f6lloWs  t  In  ^685,  fome  of  the  peopfe 
of  Dartmouth,   accompanied  too  by  fome  of  the  magiftrates^ 
made  up  his  efBgie,  carried  it  through  the  ffreet!l  in  derifioii, 
with  the  covenant  and  bill  of  cxclufion  pinn'cl  to  it,  and  fet  k 
itpon  a  bonefire,  knd  burnt  it ;  fome  of  the  fpe6tatdrs  ^ere  fo 
i?(iuch  afefted  with  the  reproach  and  ignominy  done  to  this  re- 
verend and  pious  minifter,  that  they  Wept,  and  others  fcoffed 
and  jeered  :  it  was  obfervable,  that  at  the  very  fame  time,  thd* 
lie  kn  ew  nothing  of  the  matter,  he  wis  heaping  toals  of  fire  of 
anodier  nature  upon  the  heads  of  thofe   wicked  men  ,  for  be 
was  tben  praying  for  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  its  magiftratcs 
ftild  inliabitattts;  atid  when  news  was  brought  him,  upon  the 
iioncldfion  of  hi^  prayer,  what  tliey  had  been  doing,  he  lift  up 
his  prayer  unto  God  for   them  in  6nr    Saviour's   words,  fa^ 
iher^  forgive  than,  f^r  they  kmvj  not  what  they  do. 
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OPENED      UP: 

Or,  A  Display  of  Chjlist  in  his  EiTcmial  and  Me- 
diatorial Glory. 

Coouioipg  Forty- two  Sermons  on  various  Texts. 

To  bis  much  bon$urid  and  beloved  lunfman^  Mr.  Joha 
Flavel  of  London,  Merchant^  and  his  virtuous  Qm^^ 
firt^  the  Author  wijbeth  Grace,  Mercy,  and  teace. 

My  dear  and  honoured  Friends, 

IF  my  pen  were  both  able,  aad  at  leifuref  to  get  glory  io  pa-  . 
per,  it  would  be  but- a  paper  glory  wli^  I  had  goccen  it  ^ 
but  if  bydifplayiog  (which  is  the  defign  of  thefe  papers)  the 
tranfceudent  ei&ceUency  of  Jefas  Chrifi,  ^may  wia  glory  to  him 
isova  you,  to  whom  I  humbly  offer  th^i  or  fcorn  aoy  other  ift- 
Voi..  I.  C 
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to  whoTe  hands  prpvideoce  (bail  caft  them,  that  will  be  glorjr 
indeed,  and  anoccafion  of  glorifying  God  to  all  eternity. 

It  Is  not  the  dcTign  of  this  epiflle  to  compliment^  but  to 
benefit  you;  not  to  blazotr  your  excellencies,  but  Chrifl's; 
not  to  acquaint  the  world  how  mu^h  you  have  endeared  me 
to  yourfelf,  but  to  increafe  and  ftrengthen  the  endearments 
betwixt  ChriAand^0{/»  upon  your  part.  1  might  indeed  (this 
bting  a  proper  place  for  it)  pay  you  my  acknowledgments  for 
your  great  -kyjidnefles  to  me  and  mine^;  of  which,  I  alTore  yoo, 
I  have,  and  ever  fhiall  have,  deep  refentments  :  but  you  and! 
are  theatre  enough  to  one  another,  and  can  fatii^fy  ourielves 
with  the  inclofed  comforts  and  delights  of  our  mutual  love 
and  friendship  :  But  let  me  tell  you,  the  whole  world  is  not 
A  theatre  large  enough  to  (hew  the  glory  of  Chrift  upon,  or 
«nfold  the  one  half  of  the  unfearchable  riches  that  ly  hid  in 
him.  Thcfe  things  will  be  far  better  tmderflood,  and  fpokca 
of  in  heaven,  by  the  noon-day  divinity,  in  which  the  imme- 
diately Uluminated  afTembly  do  there  preach  his  praifes,  than 
by  fuch  a  fiammering  tongue,  and  fcribling  pen  as  mine»  which 
doth  but  marr  them. 

Alas!  I  wril(e  hrs •praifes  but  by moou4ight;  I. cannot  praife 
hifSi  fo  mu9h  as  by  halves.  Indeed,  no  tongue  but  his  own 
(as  ^azian^en  faid  of  Bafil)  is  fufEcient  to  undertake  that 
.  XiXk.  Whs^t  (hdU  I  lay  of  Chrift  I  The  excelling  glory  of 
that  objeA  dazzles  all  appreheniion,  fwallows  up  all  expref- 
fion.  When  we  have  borrowed  metaphors  from  every  crea- 
ture that  bath  any  excellency  or  lovely  property  in  it,  till  we 
have  Ary>t  the  whole  creation  bare  of  all  its  proamen^,  and 
doathed  Chrift  with  ali  that  glory ;  when  we  have  even  worn 
out  cor  tongues,  in  alcribing  praifes  to  him,  alas!  we  have 
done  nothing,  when  all  is  done. 

Yet,  wo  is  me!  how  do  I  every  day  behold  reafonable, 
ibulfr  moft  ttureaibnably  difafFeded  to  my  Jovely  Lord  Jefus.l 
denying  love  to  one,  who  is  able  to  compel  love  from  the  ftoaie(t 
heart  1  yea,  tho'  they  can  never  make  (o  much  of  their  love 
(would  they  (ct  it  to  fale)  as  Chrift  bids  for  it, 

'f  is  horrid  and  amazing  to  fee  how  the  minds  of  many  9^ 
captivated  and  eafnared  by  every^  filly  trifle ;  and  how  others 
cm  indi^rently  torn  them  with  a  kind  of  fpootaneity  to  thi^ 
objeft,4)r  tothat  (as  their  fancy  ftrik\s)  among  the  whole  oni« 
Wfe  of  beings,  and  faurce^ver  reluaatc,  recoil^  or  nauieace, 
ritt  they  be  perfua^ed  ^o  Chrift ;  and  then  'tis  as  eafy  to  metr 
%ht  obditrsite r9ck« into fweet fyrup,  a& thair  hearts  kitodlyinei 
love,  -  
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How  do  the  great  men  of  ih^  world  aoabitioany  covatt  the 
boooorsaiid  4>leaibr^  of  it?  flie  merchaats  of  the  earth 
trade,  and  drive  for  the  dear  bought  treafures  of  It;  whilft 
the  prfce  of  Chrift  (atol  ever  too-low)  foils  every  day  lower 
and  low^r  upoa  the  exchange  of  this  world  *  I  fpeak  it  as  a  fad 
'troths  if  there  were  no  qoicker  a  trade  (as  dead  as  chey  lay  It  is) 
for  the  perMiii^  trea6ires.of  the  earth,  than  there  is  for  Chrift 
this  day  in  England,  the  exchange  wonld  quickly  Jbe  (hut  up^ 
and  all  the  trading  compaoies  didblved. 

Dear  Sir,  Chrift  is  the  pcerleis  pei^rl  hid  in  the  field.  Mat. 
xi|i.  46.  Will  yon  be  that  nnfi  merchant^  that  refolve»  to  wm 
and  compars  that  treafare,  whatever  it  fhall  coft  you  ?  Ah  iir» 
Chrift  is  a  commodity  that  can  never  be  bought  too  dear. 

My  dear  kinfinao,  my  fleih»  and  my  blood ;  my  foul  thirft- 
eth  for  your  £dvatia^  and  the  falvation  of  your  family.  Shall 
yon  and  I  refoive  with  good  Jofliua,  that  ^xiiaiever  otben 
do,  '^  we  and  our  fsnnilies  will  ferve  the  Lord ;"  that  we  wttl 
walk  as  the  redeemed  of  his  blood.  Slewing  forth  his  virtues  and 
praifes  in  the  world  i  that  as  Qod  hath  made  us  one  in  name, 
and  one  in  affe^^ion,  fo  we  may  be  one  in  Chrift ;  that  it  may  be 
laid  of  us,  as  it  was  of  Auftin  and  Alippious  kttg  ago,  that  they 
Vftrtfanguine  CbriJH  conglutinaii,  gjiixed  together  by  the  blood 
ef  Chrift,  . 

.  For  iby  own  part,  I  have  pvttk  in  my  name  10  him  long 
fmce ;  wo  to  me,  if  I  have  not  given  in  my  heart  alfi> :  for, 
ihottld  I  deceive  myfclf  in  lb  deep  a  point  as  that,  how  would 
tCL^fpttfeffim  as  a  Chrifiianf  my  calling  as  a  minijtcrf  yea,  theft 
very  fermons  now  in  your  bands,  rife  in  judgment  to  condemn 
me?  which  God  forbid. 

And  doubi|B&»  fir,  youf  eyes  have  feen  both  the  vanity  of  all 
creatures,  and  the  neceffity  and  infinite  worth  of  Chrift.  Von 
cannot  forgict  what  a  vanity  the  world  appeared  to  you,  ni^hea 
In  the  year  1668,  yon  were  furomoned  ^y  the  meilengers  of 
death  (as  yon  and  all  that  were  about  you  then  apprehended) 
to  flioot  the  gulf  of  vaft  eternity ;  when  a.m^-  mn  ^rt  /•  » 
lignant  fever  and  pleurify  (whereof  your  •  phy  •  ,  ^^^'  J^omfon  / 
fidan  hath  given  an  account  Jo  the  world)  did  A¥^^**^*«'/^.9i. 
fiiake  the  whole  frame  of  the  tabernacle  wherein  y«Nir  fea| 
thro' .mercy  yet  dwells;  md  long  may  it  dwell  there,  for  the 
iervicc  and  praife  of  yonr  great  deliverer.  I  hope  you  have 
not,  nor  eter  wai  forget  how  vatn  the  world  appeared  foyour 
eye,  when  you  looked  bade  (as  it  were  over  your  flioulder)' 
and  faw  how  it  ftirnnk  away  from  you  \  nor  wiB  you  ever 
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forget  the  awfal  apprebenfioos  of  etermty  that  thea  ftizd 
your  fpirit,  or  the  value  y6u  theo  had  for  Cbrtft ;  which  things^ 
I  hope,  fliil  do,  and  ever  wiM  remaio  with  you. 

And  for  you,  dear  coufin,  as  It  becomes  a  daughter  of  Sa- 
rah, let  your  foul  be  adorned  whh  the  excellencies  dt  Chrift, 
and  beauties  of  holinefs.  A  king  from  heaven  makes  futt  for 
your  love:  if  he  efpoufe  your  fool  now,  he  will  fetch  It 
home  to  himfelf  at  death  in  his  chariot  of  falvation ;  and 
great  (hall  be  your  joy,  when  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is 
come.  Look  often  upon  Chrift  in  this  glafs;  he  ia  fairer 
than  the  children  of  men.     View  him  befievingly,  and  yon 

Ep  S  R  CAQi'O^  ^^  Ii^^  d^d  ^^^  l)i>&*  "  ^^  {^  ^'^  vcU 
r'  '  •  it  faith)  love,  when  it  feetb,  cannot  bdt  caft  out 
**  its  fpifit  and  ftrength  upon  amiable  objeAs  and  things  love- 
**  worthy.  And  what  fairer  things  than  Chrift !  O  fair  inn, 
*^  and  fair  moon,  and  fiir  ftars,  and  fair  flowers,  and  hk 
**  rofes,  and  feir  lilies,  and  faircreatures !  but,  O  ten  tbon- 
**  fand,  thoufand  times  fairer  Lord  Jefnsi.Alas,  I  wronged 
**  him  in  making  the  comparifon  this  way.  O  black  fnn  and 
•^  moon ;  but  O  fair  Lord  Jrfus !  O  black  flowers,  and  black 
'*  lilies  and  rofes;  but  O'  fair,  fair,' ever  fair  Lord  Jefusj  O 
'^^  all  fair  things,  black,  deformed,  and  without  beauty,  when 
**  ye  are  fct  l^fide  the  fatreft  Lord  Jefus  f  O  black  heavens, 
*'  but  O  fair  Chrift!  O  black  angels,  but  O  furpaflingiy  fair 
••  Lord  Jefus.'* 

I  hope  you  both  are  agreed  with  Chrift,  according  to  the 
articles  of  peace  propounded  to  you  in  the  gofpel ;  and  that  yon 
are  every  day  driving  on  falvation  work,  betwixt  him  and  yoo, 
in  your  family,  and  in  your  clofets. 

And  now,  my  dear  friends,  If  thele  difcoveries  of  Chrift, 
which  I  humbly  oflfer  to  your  hands,  may  be  any  wayniefnl 
to  your  fouls,  to  aflfift  them  either  in  obtaining,  or  m  dear* 
ing  their  intereft  in  him,  my  heart  (hall  rejoice*  even  mine ;  for 
'none  under  heaven  can  be  more  willing,  tbo*  many  are  more  able» 
t6  help  you  thither,  than  is       ^ 


rt&m  myjludy  in  Dartmouth, 

March  14th,  1671.      «  kinfinan  and  fervani^ 


Tour  4{ff€StianaU  end  obUged 
fman  andfervant^ 
JOHN  FLA^VEL. 


The.  Epiftk  to  the  Reader.  ti 

To  the  ChriJIian  Readers^  efpecially  thofe  in  the  Town 
and  Corporation  of  Dartmouth,  and  Parts  adjacent, 
who  have  either  befriended,  or  attended  tbeje  L^£tures. 

Honoured  and  worthy  Friends, 
TTNOWLEDGfiis  maa's  exixlledcv  ab<wft_the  beaflt  that 
•*^  pcriih,  P(al.  xxxii.  9.  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  it  the 
Chriftiao's  excellency  above  the  Heathen^  i  Cot.  i.  23,  24. 
Praftkal  and  faviog  knowledge  bt  (!:hrirt  is  the  iiacere  Cbri- 
ilian's  excelleocy  above  the  feif- cozening,  hiBagjtc^  Heb.  vi. 
4,  6,  but  methodical  and  well- digeAeci  knowledge  of  Cbrift 
,  is  the  ftrong  Chriftian's  excellency  above  the  weak,  Heb.  ▼* 

112,  13,   14.    A  favingy  tho'  an  iminetHo^ical    knowledge  of  i 
Chrtfty  will  bring  us  to  heaven,  lohn  xvii.  2.  but  a  regular  [ 
and  methodical,  as  well  as  faving  knowledge  of  him»  will  brin^ 
heaven  intcvus^'XJol.  ii.  2,  3.  ^  ' 

For  fuchis  the  excellency  thereof,  even  above  all  other  know« 
ledge  of  Chrift,  that  it  renders  the  nnderftanding  judickras, 
the  memory  tenaciou?,  and  the  heart  highly  and  fixedly  joyons. 
How  it  ferves  to  confirm  and  perfeft  the  nnderftanding,  is 
excellently  dKcovered  by  a  worthy  divine  of  our  own»  in  tiiefe 
words ; 

/  A  young  tragrdunded  Chriflian^  when  he  Mr.  Baitter's  di* 
fceth  ail  the  fondamental  truths,  and  feeih  reai(mtt§the  coh'^ 
good  evidence  and  reafons  of  them,  peihaps  vertid  for  their  ^ 
may  be  yet  ignorant  of  the  right  order  an(!t/^*^(/^'"^«^'P-9^- 
'  place  of  every  trtith.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  have  young  profeflbr a 
to  underdand  the  neceflary  truths  methodically ;  and  this  is  a 
rtery  great  defed :  For  a  great  part  of  the  ufefulners  and  ex* 
cellency  of  particular  truths  confifteth  in  the  re/jpcA  they  have 
to  one  another.  '  This  therefore  will  be  a  very  cooiiderable  part 
of  your  confirmation,  and  growth  in  your  underAandtngs,  to 
iee  the  body  of  the  ChriAiando£lrioe,  as  It  were,  at  one  view,  , 
as  the  leveral  parts  of  it  are  united  in  one  perfe£^  frame ;  and 
to  know  what  afpeA  one  point  hath  upon  another,  and  which 
are  their  due  places.  There  is  a  great  difierence  betwixt  thi: 
£ght  of  the  feveral  parts  of  a  clock  or  watch,  as  they  are  dif- 
jointed  and  icattered  abroad,  and  the  ieeing  of  them  con* 
jdined>  and  in  ule  and  motion.  To  fee  here  a  pin,  and  there 
a  wheel,  and  not  know  h6w  to  fet  them  all  together,  nor  ever 
fee  them  in  their  due  places,  will  give  but  little  ft rlsfaftioo  1 
It  is  the  frame  and  defign  of  holy  do^rine  that  muft  be  known. 
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and  every  part  (hould  be  diicerned  as  it  hath  its  particular  ale  to 

that  dcfign,  and  as  it  is  conneAed  with  the  other  paru. 

By  this  means  only  can  the  true  nature  of  Theology,  toge- 
ther with  the  harmony  and  perfeflion  of  truth,  be  clearly  under- 
ftood.  And  every  fingle  truth  alio  will  be  much  better  perceived 
by  him  that  feeth  its  place  and  order,  than  by  any  other :  For 
one  truth  exceedingly  iilndrates  and  kads  in  another  into  the 
imderftandtng— — -Stndy  therefore  to  grow  in  the  more  methocK* 
.  csil  knowledge  of  the  fame  truths  which  you  have  received ;  and 
tho'  ypu  are  not  yet  ripe  enough  to  difcern  the  whole  bodj  of 
theology  in  doe  method,  yet  fee  fo  much  as  you  have  attained  to 
know,  in  the  right  order,  and  placing  of  every  part.  As  inao- 
atomy,  it  is  hatd  for  the  wileft  phyficiao  to  dilcern  the  courfe  of 
every  branch  of  the  veins  and  arteries;  but  yet  they  may  eafily 
difcern  the  place  and  order  of  the  principal  parts,  and  greater 
^eflels,  (and  furely  in  the  body  of  religi&n  there  runs  not  a 
h-anch  of  greater  or  more  necedary  truth  than  thefe)  ib  it  is  in 
divmity,  where  no  man  hath  a  perfect  view  of  the  whole,  tilt  he 
€00^$  to  tbe  ftate  of  perfeAion  with  God :  but  every  true  Chriiliaa 
hath  ^he  knowledge  of  all  theefleotials,  and  may  know  tbe  orders 
and  filaces  of  them  all. 

Aqld  as  it  ferves  to  render  the  mind  more  jadicious,  fo  it 
.caufesthe  siefflory  to  be  more  tenacious,  and  rententiv^  of  truths. 
The  chain  of  truth  is  eafily  held  in  the  memory,  when  one  truth 
fioks^in  another;  but  theloofing  of  a  link  endangers  the  icatter 
tng  of  the  whole  chain.  We  ufe  to  fay^  order  is  the  mother  oi  me- 
mory ;  I^u»-fiire  it  is  a  fingufar  friend  to  it :  hewJe  it  is  obferved, 
thole  that  write  of  the  art  of  memory,  lay  \o  great  a  ftrefs  updo 
place  and  number.  The  memory  would  not  lb  (bon  be  overchar- 
ged with  a  multitude  of  truths,  if  that  multitude  were  but  or- 
derly difpofed.  *Tis  the  incoherence  and  confufion  of  truths, 
rather  than  their  number,  that  diAra^ts.  Let  but  the  uoderfland*' 
ing  receive  them  regularfy,  and  the  memory  will  retain  theoa 
'With  much  more  facility.  .  A  bad  memory  is  a  common  com* 
j»taint  among  Chrlitiansr  All  the  benefit  that  many  of  you  have 
in  hearing,  is  from  the  prefent  influence  of  truths  upon  your 
hearts ;  there  is  but  little  that  flicks  by  you,  to  make  a  iecond 
and  third  impreffion  upon  them.  1  know  it  may  be  faid  of  feme 
of  you,  that  if  your  alFeftions  were  not  better  than  your  memo* 
rics,  you  would  need  a  very  large  diarity  to  pafs  for  Chriflians. 
I  coofefs  'tis  better  to  have  a  well  ordered  heart,  than  a  metho- 
dical head;  but  Purely  both  are  better  than  either.  And  for  you 
that  have  conftantly  ai tended  thefe  cxcrcifcs,  and  followed  ua 
through  the  whole  feries  and  deduction  of  tbefe  truihsj  from 
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text  to  t€3LU  and  from  point  to  poioc ;  who  haVe  begva  one  Ikb* 
^ath  where  yoa  left  anoiher ;  it  will  be  yxmt  toexcuiabk  fauic^ 
if  thefe  things  be  doc  fixed  in  your  anderitaadingaad  oaeinoric^^ 
41$  npiis  faflned  in  a  fare  place :  efp'ectaiJy  providence  hath  nov 
brought  to  your  eyes  what  hath  been  fooiten  ibunded  in  your 
ears,  which  is  no  fmall  help  to  fix  theie  iruthf*  upon  you,  and 
prevent  that  great  hazard  of  them,  which  comttionly  attends  bare 
hearing ;  for  now  you  may  have  recouiic  as  often  as  you  will  ta 
them,  view  and  review  them,  till  they  become  yourowa. 

But  tho'  this  be  a  great  and  fingular  advantage,  yet  it  is  not 
all  you  may  have  by  a  methodical  underftatuUng  of  the  JoBrinee 
of  Chri^ :  'tis  more  th&n  a  judidout  underltanding  them,  or 
faithful  remembring  them,  that  you  and  I  mull  defign,  even  ibt 
warm,  vical,  animating  influences  of  thefe  truths  upon  oorhearts, 
without  which  we  fiiall  be  never  the  better  \  yea^  much  the 
worie  for  knowing  and  reoiembring  them. 

Truth  is  the  fun^ifyiog  InArnmeDt,  John  xvii.  17.  th«  mould 
into  which  our  ibnls  are  cafl,  Rom.  vi.  17.  according  therefore 
to  the  (lamps  and  impreffions  it  makes  upon  our  under(landiags» 
and  the  order  in  which  trnihs  ly  there,  will  h^  the  depth  and 
lafUngneft  of  their  impreflions  and  influences  upon  the  heart ; 
as,  the  more  weight  is  laid  upon  the  fcal,  the  more  fair  and  UA* 
ing  imprefs  is  made  upon  the  wax.  He  that  ices  the  grounds 
and  reafons  of  his  peace  aad  comfort  mofi  dearly,  is  like  t^ 
maintain  it  the  more  conftantly.  • 

Great  therefore  is  the  advantage  Chrtfttan»  have  by  fuch  me- 
thodical fyilems.  Surely  they  tnay  be  fet  down  among  the  difi^ 
derata  Chriftidncmm^  the  moft  defired  things  of  Chrifiiana, 

Divers  worthy  modern  pens  have  indeed        ^ 
undertaken  this  noble  fubjcft  before  me,  fome  ^^'  J^-a 

more  •  fuccinftly,  others  more  f  copioufly ;    ^'m     ir      j' 
thefe  have  done  worthily,  and  their  praifet    \  ^ '  ^1^''%^ 
arc  in   the  churches  of  Chrift ;   yet  fuch    r  JJ;  jjfus 
breadth  there  is  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,       ^     J  J    ' 
that  not  only  thofe  who  have  written  on  this  fqbjefl  before  me,, 
bota  thoufand  anthors^more  may  employ  their  pens  after  u^^ 
and  not  one  interfere  with,  or  ftraiten  another. 

And  fuch  is  the  delicicmfnefs  of  tbis^  fubjeA,  that,  were  there 
fen  thoufand  volumes  written  upon  it,  they  would  never  doy,  or 
become  naufeous  to  a  gracious  heaf e*  We  u(^  to  fay,  one  thing 
tires^  and  *tis  true  that  it  doth  fo^  cxc^^  that  one  thing  be  vir^ 
tually  asd  emioeatiy  all  things,  a^^CHrh^is- ;  and  then  one  thing, 
can  never  xbe :  for  fuch  is  the  v^tKcety  of  fweetnefs  in  Chrift,  who- 
ia  the  dekciae  humani  generii^^  |hf  delights  of  t|^  children  o£ 
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nen,  that  cv^ry  time  he  is  opened  to  bcli<*vers  from  pvXpxX.  or 
prcfi),  it  is  as  if  heaven  had  furnifbed  them  with  a  new  Chrift  ; 
aod  yet  he  is  the  fame  Chrift  fliil.  * 

The  treatiie  itfelf  will  (atisfy  you,  that  I  have  not  boaded 
ID  another  man's  line,  of  things  made  ready  to  my  hand: 
v^hich  I  ipeak  not  in  the  leaft  to  wi^  any  praife  to  myielf 
from  the  undertaking,  but  to  remove  prejudice  from  it;  for 
I  fee  more  defers  in  it,  than  mod  of  my  readers  will  fee,  and 
can  forethiok  more  faults  to  be  found  in  it,  than  Pnow  (hall 
ftand  to  tell  thee  of,  or  anfwcr  for.  It  was  written  in  a  time 
of  great  diftraftions;  and  didll  thou  but  know  how  oft  this  work 
hath  died  and  revived  under  my  hand,  thou  wouldd  wonder  that 
ever  it  came  to  thine. 

1  am  tenfible  it  may  fall  under  fomecenforious  (it  maybe,  en« 
vious)  eyes,  and  that  far  different  judgments  will  pafs  upon  it ; 
for  pro  captu  le6loris  habcnt  fua  fatq,  libelli :  And  no  wonder  iiF 
a  trcatifc  of  Chriii  be^ when  Chriil  himfelf  was  to  fome,  **  a  ftone 
**  of  ftumbling,  and  a  rock  of  offence."  I  expcft  not  to  plealc 
every  reader,  eipecially  the  envious  ;  magna  debet  ejfe  eloquentia^ 
quae  invitir  pktet.  It  is  as  hard  for  iome  to  look  upon  other 
mens  gifts  without  envy,  as  it  is  to  look  upon  their  own  with- 
out pride :  nor  will  I  be  any  further  concerned  with  fuch  readers, 
than  to  pity  them;  well  knowing  that  every  proud  contempt 
and  envious  cenfure  is  a  granado  that  breaks  in  the  hand  of  him 
tha(t  cafts  it,  ^ 

But  to  the  ingenuous  and  candid  reader,  I  owe  (atis^Ajoa 
for  theobfcurity  of  fome  part  of  this  difcouHe,  occafioned  by  the 
coacilenefs  of  the  ftile  ;  to  which  I  have  this  only  to  fay,  that  t 
was  willing  to  croud  as  much  matter  as  I  could  into  this  num- 
ber of  (heets  into  thy-  hand,  that  I  might  therein  eafe  thee  both 
in  thy  pains  and  purle.  1  confefs  the  Yermons  were  preached  in 
a  mor^  relaxed  flile,  and  mofV  of  thefe  things  were  enlarged  in 
the  pulpit,  which  are  defignedly  contrafted  in  theprefs,  that  the 
volume  might  not  fwell  above  the  ability  of  common  readers. 
And  it  was  my  purpofe  at  firft  to  have  comprifed  the  fecond  part, 
viz.  The  application  cf  the  redemption  that  is  with  Chrtjl  untojin^ 
ners^  in  one  volume,  which  occafiooed  the  contraAion  of  this ; 
but  that  making  a  juft  volume  itfelf,  muft  await  another  feafoa 
to  fee  the  light.  If  the  reader  will  be  but  a  little  the  more  id- 
tent  andcodfiderate  in  reading,  this  concifenefs  will  turn  to  hit 
advantage. 

This  may  fuffige  tp  (hew  the  ufefalneft  of  fuch  compofures^ 
and  prevent  offence  :  But  fomething  yet  remains  with  me,  to 
lay  to  the  readers  in  general,  to  tboTe  of  this  town  in  fpecial,. 
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and  to  tte  flock  coHmutted  by  Chfift  to  my  cbai^e  more  ef- 
pectially. 

1.  To  readers  in  geoeraI»  according  as  their  different  (hitc» 
and  cqoditioos  may  be :  there  are  fix  things  earneflly  to  be  re  • 
fiiefted  of  them. 

(i.)  If  you  be  yet  ftraipgcrs  to  Cbrift,  let  thefe  things  begin, 
and  beget  your  firft  acqi^aiotance  with  him.  .  I  affure  rhee  rea- 
der,  it  Was  a  |>riiiclpai  part  of  the  defign  thereof ;  and  here  thou 
wilt  find  many  diredions,  helps,  and  fweet  encouragements,  ra 
aflift  a  poor  ftranger  as  thou  art,  in  that  great  work.  Say  not,  I 
im  an  enemy  to  Chrift',  and  there  is  no  hope  of  reconciliation  ; 
fouc  here  thou  wilt  fee,  how  **  God  was  in  Chrift  reconciling  the 
^*  world  to  himieif/'  Say  not,  all  this  is  nothing,  except  God 
hsA  told  thee  fb,  and  appointed  Ibme  to  treat  with  thee  abont 
it;  '*  for  he  hath  committed  unto  us  the  word  of  this  reconci'* 
*'  liat^on."  $ay  not,  yea,  that  miay  be  from  your  own  pitf 
and  compaflion  for  us,  and  not  from  any  commiilion  you, 
have  for  it;  fiarwe  '' are  ambaiTadors  for  ChriA.*'  i  Cor.  v. 

Say  not,  O  but  my  fins  ace  greater  than  can  be  forgiven  ;  the 
di£Bculties  of  my  fidvation  are  too  great  to  be  overcome,  efpeciall/ 
by  a  poor  creature  as  I  am,  that  am  able  to  do  nothing,  no,  not 
to  raUe  one  penny  towards  the  difcharge  of  that  great  debt  I 
0we  to  God :  Foe  here  thou  wik  find,  upon  thy  union  witb 
Chrift,  that  tbeife  is  merit  enough  in  his  blood,  and  mercy  enough 
la  his  bowels,  to  jtiflify  and  (ave  (uch  a  one  as  thou  art.  Yea,' 
«iKiIw9i  add  for  tbine  encouragement,  that  it  is  a  righteous 
thing  with  God  to  juflify  and  fave  thee,  that  canft  not  pay  him; 
one  penny  of  all  the  vaft  fums  tfaou  oweft  him ;  when  by  the. 
fime  rule  of  juftice  he  condemns  the  mofl  drift,  ielf-righteous 
Sfaariiee,  that  think  thereby  to  quit  fcores  with  him.  It  ist 
righteous  for  a  judge  to  caft  him  that  hath  paid  ninety  nine 
pounds  of  the  htin£'ed  which  he  owed,  becaufe  the  payment 
was  not  fuB  ;  and  to  acquit  him,  whole  furety  hath  paid  all,  tho** 
Umielf  did  not,  and  freely  confefi  that  he  cannot  pay  one  far* 
thing  of  the  whole  debt. 

(a.)  If  thou  be  a  felf  decdving  feol,  that  eafily  takeft  \xpitf 
iatis&ftion  about  thine  intereft  in  Chrift,  look  to  it,  as  thou  va« 
keft  thy  foul,  reader,  that  a  fond  and  grwmdlefs  conceit  of  thlno 
intereft  in  Chrilt  do  nm  c&ftually  and  finally  obftmft  a  true  ' 
and  £iviog  intereft  In  him.  This  is  the  commod  ^am  wuiti 
and  fatal  error  in  which  multitudes  of  (bula  are  fapuiffeni  nijl 
tnfnared^nd  ruined:  For  took  as  a  conceit  of  fefriusfafere 
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futajfent?  i.e.*  great  wlfdom  hinders  many  from  the  at-* 

Ho^  many  might  taining  of  it;  fo  a  grouadlcfs  coDceic   that. 

have  hetn  nvife^  Chrift  is  already  thine,  may  prove  the  great- 

if  th^  bad  not  ^.ft  obftacle  betwixt  Chrift -and  thee:  But 

thought      them-  Yitvc  thou  wilt  meet  with  many  rule?  that  will 

*';^^"-  condition  to  thee. 

Thou  fometimcs  refleftcft  upon  the  ftatc  of  thy  fool,  and  en- 
quired, is  Chr)tt  mine  \  may  I  depend  upon  it,  that  my  condi- 
tion  is  fafe  ?  Thy  heart  return^  thee  an  anfwer  of  peace,  it 
fpeaks  as  thou  wouldft  have  it :  But  remember,  friend,  and 
mark  this  line,  Thy  final  fentence  is  not  yet  come  from  the  mouth 
of  thy  Judge  ;  and  what  if^  after  alt  thy  f elf  flattering  hopes  and 
groundlefs  confidences ^  a  fentence  fbould  comejrom  him  quite  croft 
to  that  of  thine  own  heart  ?  where  art  thou  then  ?  what  acon^ 
Jounded  perfon  wilt  thou  be  ?  Chrifllefs^  fpeechlefs^  and  hopelefs^ 
all  at  once  f  '  \ 

O  therefore  build  furc  for  eternity  ;  take  heed  left  the  loft 
of  thine  eternal  happinefs  be  at  laft  imputed  by  thee  to  the 
deceitfiilnefs  and  lazincfs  of  thine  own  heart ;  left  thy  heart  fay 
to  thee  in  hell,  as  the  heart  of  ApoUodorus  feemed  in  his  fuffcr-*' 
ings  to  fay  to  him,  lam  the  caufe  of  all  tfiis  mifery  to  thee.  • 

(3.)  If  thou  be  one  whofe  he^t  is  eagerly  fet  qpoo  this  vaitt 
world,  I  befeech  thee  take  heed,  left  it  interpofe  itfelf  betwixt 
Chrift  and  thy  foul,  and  fo  cut  thee  off  from  htm  for  etcr.  01>e- 
ware,  left  the  duft  of  the  earth,  getting  into  thine  eyes  fo  l^nd 
thee,  that  thou  never  fee  the  beauty  or  neceffity  of  Chrift :  The 
god  of  this  world-fo  blinds  the  eyes  of  them  that  believe  not. 
And,  what  are  fparkling  pleafures  that  dazzle  the  e^es  of  fome, 
and  the  diftrafti'ng  cares  that  wholly  divert  the  minds  of  others, 
but  as  a  napkin  drawn  by  Satan  over  the  eyes  of  them  that  are 
to  be  turned  otf  into  hell  ?  i  Cor.  iv.  3,4. 

Some  general  aims,  and  faint  wi(hes  after  Chrift  you  may  have  ; 
but,  alas !  the  world  has  center*d  thy  heart,  intanglfsd  thy  affec- 
tions, and  Mifill  daily  find  new  diverfions  for  them  from  the  great 
bufinels  of  life ;  fo  that,  if  the  Lord  break  not  this  fnare,  thoa 
ivilt  never  be  able  to  deliver  thy  Idul. 

(4  )  If  thou  be  a  loofe  and  catelefs  profefTor  of  Chrift,  I  befeech: 
thee,  let  the  things  thou  ftialt  read  in  this  treatife,  of  Chrift,  con-^ 
vince,  ftiaroe,  and  reclum  thee  from  thy  vain  converlation.  Here 
thou  wilt  find  hSW  contrary  thy  converfetion  is  to  the  grand  de*, 
figns  of  the  death  and  rcfurreftion  of  Chrift.  O,  methinks  a», 
thou  art  reading  the  deep  humiliation,,  and  onfpeakable  forFOWsi^ 
Chrift  underwent  for  the  expiatiag  of  fio^  thou  ihouidll;  tben«cx* 
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i«rdi  look  upon  fia  as  a  tender  child  woald  look  upon  that  kdife 
'that  ftab'd  his  father  to  the  heart !  thoa  (hoilldft  never  whet  and 
iharpen'it  agaid  to  wonnj}  the  Son  of  God  afrefh.  To  (uch 
loofe  anjl  carelefsprofenbrs^  I  particuUrly  recommend  the  laft 
general  ufe  of  this,  difcourfe,  containing  many  great  motives  to 
reformation  and  ftrift  godlinels  in  all  dbat  call  upon  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jefus. 

(5.)  If  thofi  haft  been  a  profane  and  vain  perfbn^  but  nowart 
pardoned,  and  doft  experience  the  fuperabounding  riches  of 
'grace ;  my  reqaeft  to  thee  is,  that  thou  love  Jefus  Chrift  with  a 
more  fervent  love,  than  ever  yet  thou  hadft  for  him.  Here  thou 
vilt  find  many  great  incentives,  many  mighty  arguments  to  fuch 
a  Jove  of  Chrift.  Poor  ibnl,  confider  what  thou  haft  been,  what 
the  morning  of  thy  life  was»  what  treafures  of  guilt  thou  laidft 
up  in  thofe  days ;  and  then  think»  can  fuch  a  one  as  I  receive  mer- 
cy, and  that  mercy  not  break  my  heart  i  Can  I  read  my  pardon, 
and  mine  eyes  not  drop  ?  What !  mercy  for  fuch  a  wretch  as 
1 1  a  pardon  for  fuch  a  rebel !  O  what  an  ingeocibus  thaw  (hould 
jthts  caufe  upon  thy  heart  1  if  it  do  not,  what  a  ftrange  heart  is 
thine! 

Did  the  love  of  Chrift  break  through  (b  many  impediments 
to  ctxne  to  thee?  Did  it  make  its  way  through  the  law,  through 
.the  wrath  of  God,  through  the  grave,  through  thine  own  un« 
belief  and  great  unworthinefi,  to  come  to  thee  ?  O  what  a  love 
^as  the  love  of  Chrift  to  thy  foul !  And  is  net  thy  love  ftrong 
.  enough. to  break  through  the  vanities  and  trifles  of  this;  world, 
which  intangle  it,  to  go  to  Chrift  I  How  poor,  how  low'  and 
weak  is  thy  love  to  Chrift  then  i 

(6.)  Lafily^  Art  then  ant  that  haft  through  mercy  at  laft 
attained  aflurance,  or  good  hope»  through  grace,  of  thy  inte- 
reft  in  Chrift  ?  Rejoice  then  in  thy  prefent  mercy,  and  long 
ardently  to  be  with  thine  own  Chrift  in  his  glory.  There  be 
'  many  thii^  diiperfed  through  this  trealile,  of  Chrift,  toani* 
mate  fuch  joy,  and  excite  fuch  lon^ngs..  |t  was  m  q  Tf 
truly  d>ferved  by  a  wcMthy  author,  (whole  wc^ds  '"•    •     • 

I  have  mentioned  more  freely  than  his  name  in  this  difcourie) 
TAat  it  is  in  a  manner  as  natural  for  us  to-  leap  when  we  fee 
tie  new  Jerufalem,  as  it  is  t9  laugh  when  we  are  tickled : 
Joy  is  not  under  the  foul's .  command,  when  Chrift  kiffeth  it. 
And  for  your  defires  to  be  with  Chrift,  what  confiderations 
can  you  find  in  this  world  ftrong  enough  to  rein  them  inj  O 
when  you  fliall  confider  what  he  hath  done,  fu£Pered,  and 
purchafed  for  you»  where  he  is  now,  and  how  much  he  longs 
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for  jMt  ooarfog,  yoar  fcry  hearts  Ihoold  grooe  am  thole  ivMk 
Phil.  i.  23.  'M  deiirc  tobcdeflblved,  asd  to  be  with  Chrift/' 
The  Lord  dircft  Joorhearts  into  tlineloveof  God^  and  into  the 
paticnf  waiting  for  of  Chrift. 

2 .  Having  delivered  my  meflage  to  the  redder  in  genera^ 
I  have  fomewhat  moFe  {larticolarly  to  &y  to  yoii.of  this  place. 
Yon  are  a  people  that  were  born  ander,  and  bred  up  with 
*tiie  gofpei :  It  hath  been  your  fisgnfaur  privU^e,  above  many 
towns  and  pariihes  in  England,  to  enjoy  more  than  iixty  yeais 
together  an  able  and  fruitful  miniftry  among  yon.  The  dew 
of  heaven  lay  upon  you,  as  it  did  upon  Gideon's  fleece,  wheii 
•the  ground  was  dry  in  other  places  itbont  yon:  you  have  been 
richly  watered,  with  goipel-ihowers;  you,  with  Capemanoi^ 
liave  been  exalted  to  heaven  in  the  means  of  grace,  ^d  it 
snuft  be  owned  to  your  pitife,  that  you  tefttftod  moce  reipeft 
to  the  golpel  than  many  other  places  have  done,  and  treated 
ChriA's  ambafladors  with  more  dvility,  whilft  they  propfaefied 
in  fackcloth,  than  ibme  other  places  did.  Thcfe  things  are 
praife- worthy  in  you.  But,  all  this,  an;l  much  more  thtt 
this,  amounts  not  to  that  which  Jefus  Chrift  expeds  froiH  you, 
land  which  in  his  name  I  would  bow  perfusUle  you  to:  And 
O  that  I  (the  leaft  and  unworthicft  oF  all  the  mefleogers  of 
Chrift  to  you)  might  indeed  prevail  ^tfa  all .  that  are  Chri{Ue6 
among  yon,  (1.)  To  anfwer  the  long-continued  calls  of  God 
to  you,  by  a  thorough  and  found  converfion,  that  the  bng-Juf^ 
,fering  cfGod  may  he  ywr  fahaiiony  and  yon  may  not  receive 
all  this  grace  of  G<d  in  vain.  O  that  the  damned  might  never  be 
iet  a- wondering,  to  fee  a  people  of  your  advantages  ibr  heavcir, 
fjnkiug  as  muc^  below  many  of  themfelves  in  tnifery,  as  you  now 
are  above  them  in  means  and  mercy. 

Dear  friends,  my  hearths  defire  and  prayer  to  God  for  ytxi 
is,  that  you  may  be  faacd.  O  that  t  knew  how  to  engage  this 
whole  town  to  Jefns  ChrlfV,  and  make  fad  the  marriage- knot 
betwixt  him  and'  you,  albeit  after  that  i  (hould  prefmtly  go 
to  the  place  of  filence,  and  fee  men  no  more,  wttb^the  mhkh 
bitant$  of  the  world.  Ah  firs !  metbinks  I  fee  the  Lord  jfelbs 
laying  the  merciful  hand  of  zhchy  violence  upon  you;  oie- 
thinks  he  ealls  to  you,  as  the  angel  to  Lot,  feying,  <^  Arife,  left 
**  ye  beconramcd;  And  while  helingred,  the  men  laid  hold  up» 
<'  on  his  hand,  the  Lord  being  merciful  unto  hira^.  And  tliey 
f*  brought  him  without  the  city,  and  faH,  fifcape  (or  thy  life, 
**  Aay  not  in  all  the  plain ;  efcape  to  the  mooataio,  left  thou  te 
**  canrumed.'VGcn.  xix.  !$•  Howoften  (toaUudetothis^)  batt^ 
Jefus  ChriA  in  tike  manner  laid  hold  upon  ycu  in  the  peach- 


jag  of  At  gplpcly  and  will  yon  not  ffee  for  tefbg^^to  Um'} 
Will  you  rather  be  confumed,  than  eodeavocr  an  e&ape? 
A  beaft  will  not  be  driven  into  the  fire*  and  will  not  yon  be 
kept  oot  ?  The  mercifni  Lord  Jefai,  bj  his  admirable  patt- 
eace  and  bounty,  hath  convinced  yon  how  loth  he  is  to  leave 
or  Ideyon.  To  this  day  his  arms  are  ftretched  forth  to  ga- 
ther yon,  and  will  yoo  not  be  gathered  ?  Alas  for  ny  poor 
neighbours !  Muft  fo  many  of  them  periOi  at  laft  ?  What  (haH 
I  do  for  the  daughter  of  my  people  i 

Lord,  by  what  ar^^ments  (hall  they  be  peffuaded  to  be 
happy  ?  What  will  win  them  e&Aoally  to  thy  Chrift  f  They 
have  many  of  themeicaped  thepdlntioas  of  the  world  tfarongk 
tbe  knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  Sariour.  They  are  a  peopk 
that  love  thine  ordinances,  they  take  delight  in  approadiin^ 
10  God  ;  thoo  haft  beautified  many  of  them  with  lovely  and 
obliging  tempers  and  dipofioons.  Thus  far  they  are  come^ 
there  they  ftick ;  and  bevond  this  no  power  but  thine  can  move 
ihem^  O  thou,  towhode  hand  this  work  is  and  muftbe  left; 
pat  forth  thy  iaving  power  and  reveal  thine  arm  for  their  falva* 
lion:  Thou  haft  glorified  thjf  name  in  ttuifty  amo&g  tb^m; 
I«ord,gkrify  it  again. 

2.  My  next  re^ueft  is» ,  that  yot  will  all  be  perfuaded,  wfae^ 
dser  converted  or  ui^converted^  to  (et  up  all  the  duties  of 
religion  in  yout  families,  and  govern  your  children  and  (d>- 
vantsas  men  thatmuft  give  an  account  toGcxl  for  them  in 
the  grea;t  day.  O  that  there  Were  not  a  prayerlefs  family  in 
this  town  i  How  little  will  ]K>ur  tables  differ  from  a  manger* 
where  beafts  feed  together,  if  God  be  not  owned  and  acknow* 
kdged  there,  in  your  eating  and  drinking  T  Atid  how  can 
you  expe^  bleflings  (bould  dwell  in  your  tabernacles,  if  God 
be  not  called  on  there  ?  Say  not,  you  want  time  for  it,  or 
that  ytsnr  necelltties  will  not  allow  it;  for,  had  you  been 
more  easeful  ^  thc&  duties^  'tis  like  you  had  not  been  ex- 
poTed  to  fttch  neceffities :  Befides»  ycMi  can  find  time  to  be 
idle,  yoncan  w^e  apart  of  every  day  vaioly;  Why  could 
not  that  time  be  redeemed  for  God  ?  Moreover,  you  will  not 
ieay  but  the  AioceTs  of  all  your  affairs  it  home  and  abroad  de* 
pends upon  the  bleiTiog  ^f  God ;  and  iffb,  think  you  it  is  not 
the  right  way,  even  to  temporal  profperity,  to  engage  his  pre* 
ftncB  and  Ueffii^  widi  you^  in  whofe  hand  your  all  is  ?  Say 
not,  your  children  and  fervants  are  ignorant  of  God,  aid 
tbcrefere  you  caonot  <;omfortaidy  join  with  them  in  thofe 
dsties;  fenr  tks  ncgleA  of  thofe  dutiits  i&  thecaufe  of  dieif 
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'iaoorance;  and  it  is  not  Like  they  will  be  better,  tiHl  yon  u(e 
Ood*s  means  to  make  them  fo. 

Befides,  prayer  is  a  part  of  natural  worlhip»  and  the  vileA 
among  men  are  bound  to  pray,  elfe  the  neglcA  of  it  were  none 
:of  their  fm.  O  let  not  a  duty,  upon  which  fo  many  and 
great  bleffings  hang,  fall  to  the 'ground,  upon  fuch  filly  (not 
to  fay  wicked)  pretences  to  (hift  it  o^.  Remember,  death 
iwill  (hortly  break  up  all  your  families,  and  dilband-  them ;  and 
who'  then  think  you  will  have  moft  comfort  in  behtridipg  their 
d^ad  ?  The  day  of  account  alfo  haAens,  and  then,  who  will 
have  the  moll  comfortable  appearing  before  the  juft  and  holy 
GcA  i  Set  up,  I  befeech  you,  the  ancient,  and  comfortable 
duties  of  reading  the  fcriptures,  fingingof  Plalms,  and  prayer, 
in  all  your  dwelling* places:  And  do  allthefe  conicientioufly, 
4IS  men  that  have  to  do  with  God ;  and  try  the  Lord  herewith, 
if  be  will  not  return  in  a  way  of  mercy  tayou,  and  reAore  even 
TOur  outward  profperity  to  you  agam.  However,  to  be  fure^ 
f^  greater  encouragements  than  that,  ly  before  you,  lo  oblige 
you  to  your  duties. 

;  ( 3 . )  More  efpeciaHy ,  J  ha ve  a  few  things  to  fay  to  you  that  have 
attended  on  the  miaiAry,  or  are  under  my  overfight  in  a  more 
particular  manner^  and  then  I  have  donel    And, 

I/?,,  X  cannot  but  obferve  to  you  the  goodnefs^  of  our  God, 
yea,  the  riches  of  hisgoodnefs: 

Who  freely  gave  Jefus  Chrift  out  of  his  own  boTom  for  os, 
and  hath  not  withheld  his  Spirit,  ordinances  and  minifters,  to  re- 
veal and  apply  him  to  us.  Here's  love  that  wants  an  epldiet  to 
snatch  it ! 

Who  engaged  my  heart  upon  this  tranfeendent  fnbjeftin  the 
courfe  of  my  mioiftry  among  you :  a  fubjed  which  angels  fluc|y 
asd  admire,  as  well  as  we. 

Who  fe  Cgoally  protefted  and  overftiadowed  our  affembly 
'  in  thofe  days  of  trouble  wherein  thefe  truths  were  delivered  to 
you.  You  then  fat  down  under  his  (hadow  with  great,  delight, 
and  his  fruit  wasfweet  to  your  taf^ie.:*  His  bai^n^.  over  you  was 
Jove;  your  bread  was  theni fore,  and  your  waters  failed  nots 
Yea,  fuchwashis  pecnliar  iaduigcnce,  and  fpecial  tendernefs 
to  you,  that  he  fu^ered  no  man  to  do  you  harm ;  and  it  can 
hardly  be  imagined  any  could  attempt  it  that  had  but  known 
this,  andno  worfe  than  this,  to  be  your  only  dcfign  and  bu&c 

•  Who  made  thefe  meditations  of  Chrift  a  ftrong  fupport,  and 
fwect  relief  to  mine ^  now  with  Ghrift,  and  no  lefs  to  me,  under 
the  greateft  exercifes  and  trials  that  ever  befel  me  in  this  world ; 
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preferviDg  the  yet  (tho*  a  br<^a  vefiel)  for  fome  farther  nfetod 
fevice  to  your  fouls. 

(  Who  in  the  years  that  are  paft  leftnot  himfelf  without  witueft . 
among  us,  blcfling  my  labours,  to  the  oooverfion  and  edification 
of  maoy ;  foitie  of  which  yet  remaia  with  us,  but  (bme  are  fjiUen 
afl€ep. 

Who  hatfa  made  many  of  you  that  yet  rem^un,  a  williBg  and 
obedient  people,  who^ave  in  fbme  meafure  fupported  the  re- 
putation of  religion  by  your  Aabiiity  and  integrity  in  days  of  J 
aix>QndiQg  iniquity :  My  joy  and  my  crown ;  to  iVand  ye  fall  ia 
the  Lord. 

Who  after  all  the  days  x>f  fears  and  troubles,  throu(^h  which 
^e  have  .paJft,  hath  at  laft  given  us  and  his  churches  reft ;  •*  that 
•*  we  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  mi^hc 
^'  ferve  him  without  fear  in  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs  (which 
'*  doing,  this  mercy  may  be  extended  to  us)  all  the  days  of 
«•  our  life." 

In  teftifoony  of  a  thankful  heart  for  thefe  invaluable  mercies, 
I  humbly  and  cheerfully  rear  up  this  pillar  of  remembrance, 
inrcribingitwithEBEN-EZER,  and  JEHOVAH-Jl- 
REH. 

idly.  As  I  could  not  but  obferve  thcfe  things  to  you,  fo  I  have 
a  few  things  to  reqneft  of  you,  in  neither  of  which  I  can 
bear  a  denial;  fo  deeply  ChriA's,  your  own,  and  my  intcreft  ly 
ID  them. 

( I .)  Look  to  it,  my  dear  friends,  that  none  of  you  be  found 
Chri  Alefs  at  your  appearance  before  him.  Thofe  that  continue 
ChrifUeis  now,  will  be  left  fpeechlefs  then.  God  forbid  that  you 
that  have  heard  fo  much  of  Chrift,  and  you  that  have  profefTed 
fo  much  of  Chrift,  fiiould  at  laft  fall  into  a  worfe  conditbn  thaa, 
thofe  that  never  heard  the  name  of  ChriA. 

(2.)  See  that  you  daily  grow  more  Chrift-likc  by  converfing^ 
with  him,  as  you  do,  in  bis  precious  ordinances.  Let  it  be 
with  your  fouls,  as  it  is  with  a  piece  of  cloth,  which  recrives 
a  deeper  dye  every  time  it  is  dipt  into  a  fat.  If  not,  you  may 
not  expcA  the  continuance  of  your,  mercies  much  longer  to 
you. 

(3.)  Get  theie  great  trtiths  well  digeAed  both  in  your  heads 
and  hearts,  and  let  the  power  of  them  be  difplayed  in  your  lives, 
eKe  the  pen  of  the  fcribe,  and  tongue  of  the  preacher,  are  both 
in  vain.  Thefe  things,  that  fo  often  warm*dyour  hearts  from 
the  pulpit,  re^turn  now  to  make  a  fecond  impreAion  upon  them 
from  K\i^prefs.  Hereby- you  will  recover  and  fix  thofe  truths 
which,  'lis  like,  arc  ia  great  pvu't  already  vanilht  from  you. 


^ 
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fh$  next  agi  This  is  xhit  fruit  I  promife  myfelf  from  70a  # 
perhaps  tmllpro*  and  whatever  eDtertaiomeat  it  meets  with  from 
Ak:e  a  race  cf  others  ift  this  Chrift^defpifing  age,  yet  two 
men  tf  finer  dif-  things  relieve  me ;  one  is,  that  niture  times 
fcfitims  and  a  nay  prodoce  more  humble  andhongry  Chrif^  * 
gtntkr  turn^  tians  than  this  glutted  age  enjoys,  to  whom  it 
thdn  this  age  has  will  be  welcome :  the  other  is,  that  duty  dif- 
prcdueed,  Artt.  charged,  and  endeavours  o(ed  to  bring  men  10 
Prob.  Chrilt,  and  build  them  up  in  him ;  wherein  be  - 

doth  and  viil  rejoice^  who  is  a  well  wiflier  to 
the  foub  of  men^ 

JOHN    PtAVEL. 
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SERMON      I.       •    ' 

Opens  the  Excellenc*  of  the  Subject* 

I  Coa,  H.  2.  for  IdeUrmwdnat  tokrmv  any  thing  among yoVp 
favi  Jefits  Cbriftp  and  him  crucified, 

TH  E  former  vcrk  coataios  an  apology  fpr  the  ,plam  an4 
faaiHtar  roaaner  of  the  apoftle-«  preaching,  which  wan  > 
not  (as  be  ^t  ceiliB  thesa)  with  ^celleocy  of  fpeech^ 
or  of  wifdom  ;  i.  e.  he  ftudied  opt  to  gratify  their  curiofity  witfe 
rhe»>ricai  ftraiaa;  or  phiktfophical  iu<:eties«  lo  this  he  gives 
ihe  reafen,  ''  for  I  determioed  aot  to  know  any  thing  among 
"  yott,  itve  Jcfiw  Chrift,"  ifc* 

"  I  dcifsrinined  tpi  t^ki^^'  f.]  The  meaoicg  is  not,  thi^t 
he  fimpiy  defp ifed,  or  coBtemaed  all  other  ftn^?  and  kaowr 
ledge  ;  but  fo  fir  only^  as  they  Xland  in  caoyetidon  with,  or 
oppofitipo  to  the  ftudy  wi  knowledgp  of  Jcfos  Cbrift.  And  it 
is  as  if  be  ftooid  fay,  it  k  mr  ifated,  fettled  judgrocBt ;  not  a 
Jbaily,inK«fidcratcoenfjire,  bjitthc  produft  wd  iffue  of  my  «Jpft 
J^iis»id.e3a^ifileeQqwks^.    A&r  I  Iwc  wdi  weighed  the 

♦  Nffn  t^»MX0^,  fa  haX0^tn»  9.  -4.'  N^t  to^^t^ach  vt$,  and  fcicn- 
ces,  but  reiippn.  . 

t  "JB^pif*  lEirindl  Signifies,  r«  efi.^m  m»cK  ©r  account  the  heft  ^ 
by  this,  hawevcr,  he  ^w»  ooc  deffife  or  condema  all  other  know- 
ledge, except  when  it  is  compared  with  the  knowledge  pf  Chrift, 
isc. 

Vox..  I.  E 
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cafe,  turned  it  round,  viewed  it  exaf^ly  on  every  (lic,  balanced 
M  advantages  and  difadvantages,  pondered  all  things  that  are 
fie  to  come  into  confideration  about  it ;  this  is  the  refult  and 
final  determination,  that  all  other  knowledge,  how  profitable; 
bbw  pleafa^t  foever,  b  not  worthy  to  be  named  in  the  fame  day 
with  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift.  This  therefore  I  refohre 
to  make  the  fcope  and  end  of  my  miniflry,  and  the  end  regu- 
lates the  mean  ;  fuch  pedantic  toys,  and  airy  notions  as  injudi- 
cious ears  afFeft,  would  rather  ob(lru£l  than  promote  my  grand 
defign  among  you :  Therefore,  wholly  waving  that  way,  I  ap- 
plied myfelf  to  a  plain,  popular,  unaifTcAed  dialeA^  fitted  rather 
to  pierce  the  heart,  and  convince  the  confcience,  than  to  tickle 
the  fancy.  This  is  the  fcope  of  the  words,  in  wbjch  three  thicks 
fall  under  confideration ; 

Firft^  The  fubjecl-matter  of  his  do£lrlne,  to  wit,  Jefus  Chrifi. 
**  I  determined  to  know  nothing,"  i.  e,  to  (ludy  nothing  my- 
felf, to  teach  nothing  to  you,  but  **  Jefus  Chrift."  Chrift 
ihall  be  the  centre  to  which  all  the  lines  of  my  miniOry  {hall 
be  drawn.  I  have  fpoken  and  written  of  many  other  fubjefts 
in  my  fermons  and  epiftles,  but  it  is  all  redu^ively  the  preach*^ 
ing  and  difcovery  of  Jefus  Chrift :  of  all  the  fubjedts  in  the 
world,  this  is  the  fwecteft  ;  if  there  be  any  thing  ori  this  fide 
heaven,  worthy  our  time  and  ftudies,  this  is  it.  Thus  he  nidg^ 
nifies  his  doArine,  from  the  excellency  of  its  fubjed-matter, 
accounting  all  od[ier  dodtrines  but  airy  things,  compared  with 
this. 

Secondly f  Vft  have  here  that/pedal  re/peB  or  confideration  <f 
Chrifi,  which  he  fingled  out  from  all  the  reft  of  the  excellent 
truths  of  Chrift,  to  fpend  the  main  ftrength  of  his  miniftry  up- 
on ;  and  that  is,  Chrifi  as  crucified:  and  the  rather,  becanfe 
liereby  he  would  obviate  the  vulgar  prejudice  raifed  againft  him 
upon  the  account  of  his  crofs ;  ^*  For  Chrift  crucified  was  to  the 
Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs,*'  chap, 
i.  23.  This  alfo  beft  fuited  his  end,  to  draw  them  on  to  Chrift  ; 
as  Chrift  above  all  other  fubjeAs,  fo  Chrift  crucified  above  all 
things  in  Chrift :  There  is  therefore  a  grea^  empbafis  in  this 
word,  "  and  him  crucified**  *. 

Thirdly f  The  manner  in  which  he  difcbjirfed  this  traqfcen- 
dent  fubjeA  to  them,  is' alfo  remarkable  ;  he  not  only  preached 
Chrift  crucified,  but  he  preached  him  afCduoufly  and  plainly  : 
He  preached  Chrift  frequendy ;  **  and  whenever  he  preached 

*  Vehenientem  hahet  %f4^tun»  (^cmphaGn]  quod  adjeeit^  is  hunc 
crucsjixuw*    Pet,  Martyr  inloc. 
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**  of  Chrtft  crucified,  lie  preached  him  in  a  cnicified  ftilc  *.•* 
This  is  the  Tom  of  the  words  ;  to  let  them  know  that  his  fpi*- 
rit  was  fo  intent  upon  this  fubjeft,  a|  if  he  neither  knew,  or  car- 
ed to  fpeak  of  any  other  :  All  Jiis  fermons  were  {o  full  of  Cbrif)', 
that  his  hearers  might  have  thought  he  was  acquainted  with  no 
other  do^ine.    Hence  oblerve, 

DoA.  That  there  is  no  doElr\ne  more  excellent  in  itfelf^  or  nibre 
nectffkry  to  he  preached  and  ftucUed^  than  the  dkfrine  <f. 
Jefus  Chrifi,  and  him  crucified. 

All  other  knowledge,  how  much  foever  it  be  magnified  In  the 
world,  is  and  ought  to  be  efteemed  but  drofs,  in  comparifon 
c^  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrif^,  Phil.  ill.  8. 
<<  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge/' 
Col/ii.  3.  t 

Eudoxus  was  fo  afieAed  with  the  glory  of  the  fun,  that  he 
thought  he  was  born  only  to  behold  it ;  much  more  (hould  a^ 
Chriman  judge  himfelf  bom  only  to  behold  and  delight  in  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

The  truth  t>f  this  propofition  will  be  made  out  by  a  double 
coofiderationof  the  dodlrine  of  ChriA. 

firfi.  Let  it  be  confidered  abfdutely,  and  then  thefe  lovely 
properties  with  which  it  is  naturally  clothed,  will  render  it  fupe- 
nor  to  ail  other  fciences  and  ftndies. 

i^.  The  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  very  marrow  and 
kernel  of  all  the  fcrjptures ;  the  icope  and  centre  of  ^Ldivine  re- 
veladons  :  Both  teitaments  meet  in  Chfift.  The  ceremoiual  law 
is  full  of  Chdft,  and  all  iKe  gofpel  is  full  of  Chrift  r  Theblefled 
lines  of  both  tefiaments  meet  in  him ;  and  how  they  both  har- 
monize, and  iweetly  concenter  in  Jefus  Chrift,  it.  is  the  chief  fcope 
\of  that  excellent  epifile  to  the  Hebrews,  to  diicover  ;  for  We  may 
I  call  that  epiftle  the  fweet  harmony  of  both  tefiaments.    This  ar- 
'  gucs  the  unfpeakable  excellency  of  this  doftrine,  the  knowledge 
whereof  muft  needs  therefore  be  a  key  to  unlock  tlie  greate/l 
part  of  the  facred  fixiptures  :  For  it  is  in  the  underftanding  of 
Icrtpture,  much  as  it  is  in  the  knowledge  men  have  in  Logic  and 
Philofophy ;  tf  a  fcholar  once  come  to  underftand  the  bottom- 
prindple,  upon  which,  as  upon  its  hinge,  the  controverfy  turns^ 

E  2 

*  Chrifium  crucijixumftyh  crucifix^  praiicahat. 

t  He  that  prefers  any  knowledge  on  earth,  to  this  facred  and  hea- 
▼enly  knawledge,  prefers  uafli  to  a  treafure,  Davenant  en  Cohjf.. 
ciap.'n.  ver.^» 
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the  tftke'kMwiedge  t>i  that  principle  fluli  ^ity  him  thraagh 
4h(*' whole  controvcrfy,  wid  toroiih  him  nvicfa  a  iblotioD  to  eve- 
ry argufnent :  £veB  fo  tfie  right  Hoowiedge  of  jefus  ChriSi 
)ike  a  clue,  leads  yoa  tbroBgh  the  whole  labyrinth  of  the  icrip'  * 
(turek. 

zdy.  The  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  lA'a  /vnddmtntnl  kmu^ 
tedge ;  and  foundations  arc  moft  ufefui,  tho*  leaft  fecn.  The 
liiiowledge  of  Cfarift  is  f Bttdtmeiital  to  alt  grdcts^  "dutia^trnt' 
fortSj  and  h^pinefs. 

(i.)  It  is  fundamental  td  «U  graces:  They  all  begin  in 
knowledge ;  Col.  iii  lo.  '*  The  new  man  is  renewed  in  know- 
**  ledge.*^  As  the  ald»  fe  t%e  new  creitimi  begios  in  l%ht  >  the  . 
opening  of  tiie  eyes  is  tixr  firft  work  of  the  Spirit :  A^  as  cht 
beginnings  of  grace,  fball  the  aftefimprovamoiHts  thereof  dcpead 
tipoh  tlus  increafiqg  knowledge,  2  Pet.  fii.  i8.  *'  Bat  grow  hi 
**  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Satriour."  See 
liow  thefe  two,  grace  add  knowfedgpe,  ketp  equal  pace  m  the 
foul  of  aChriftiaa ;  in  what  degree  the  oae  kiciea&Sy  the  odier 
Sncreaies  a^fw^eraUy. 

(2.)  The  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  fuinkaiMital  to  all  dutks  | 
the  duties,  aS  weU  as  .graces  of  ChrHlia<os  are  all  founded  ia  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift.  Miift  a  Chriftian  believe  ?  That  be  can 
never  do  without  t^eknowledge  of  Chriift  t  Faith  is  (b  txmch 
dependant  on  kis  knowledge,  that  it  is  de|K>minated  by  it^ 
Ifa.  liu.  11.^'  By  his  knowledge  fhail  my  ri^reous  fervant  ja» 
**  fttfy  matiy  ;^*  and  heaoe,  jSohn  vi.  40.  feeing  and  i;yelieving  are 
made  ri»  fiime  t^g.  Would  a  niaa  exercife  hope  laOod  I 
that  he  can  ntret  do  withi^ut  t|he  knowledge  of  Chrift,  for  he 
k  the  author  of  that  ^bope,  i  Tet.  i.  3.  he  »  aifo  iti  obje£^,  Meb. 
^i.  19.  its  groufid  work  and  iiipport,  Odl.  u  a^.  And  jis  yau 
cannot  believe  xx  hope,  (o  netdier  ca«  you  pray  acceptably, 
without  A  coGBpetent  degree  f>f  this  knowledge.  Tbe  vcrj 
Heathen  could  fay,  NmMqwenAitn  de  Deo  fim  bimine,  i.e.  Mea 
jnuft  li©t  fpeak  i^God  without  light :  The  true  way  of  tonvtr* 
ling  with/^nd  enjoying  "God  in  prayer,  is  by  a^fting  faith  on  him 
through  a  Mediator:  :So  much  comfort  and  true  excellency 
there  \%  k  it,  and  no  more.  X>  theti,  how  ludHpeaAble  Is  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  to  all  that  do  rnddrsfe  thesi&lvey  to  God  ia 
imydttty! 

(3.)  It  is  fundamental  to  allcomforts :  All  the  comforts  of  be- 
lievers are  ftreams  from  thisfouotain.  Jefij^  Cbrlft  is  the  mery 
objcft  matter  of  a  believer's  joy,  Phil.  iii.  3.  **  Our  rejoicing  is 
**  in  Chrift  Jefus.*'.  Take  away  the  knowledge  of  Chrift;  and  ^ 
^iftian  Is  the  moft  fad  and  melancholy  creature  ia  the  WQxi4  t 


Agaio»  kt  Chrift  %uc  inanifeft  bimfelf,  aad  dftrt  the  iieaiU  <^ 
his  li^t  into  their  Ibals,  k  w'M  make  them  kifs  tbe  Aakes^Jiog 
«i  flames^  a&d  ihoat  in  the  paags  <^  deaths  as  mea  thai:  (UWdp 
ihefpoU. 

£4i//y»  Tbis  knowledge  is  fandamental  to  the  eteroalliappi- 
jpeftaf  ic^ ;  A«  we  can  p^form  oo'daty,  cojoy  no  comfort,  fi> 
neither  can  we  be  i'aved  without  it,  John  xvii.  }•  **  This  isiife 
*'  eter^,  to  kno^  thee  the  only.true  God,  .and  Jefijs  Cbrift 
.  ^<  whofa  thoa  haft  fent.*'  And*  if  it  be  life  eternal  to  know  Chrtit 
<then  it  is  (eternal  daoifiAtion  to  be  ignorant  of  Chrift  :  A$  Chri0 
is  the  dscar  that  opens  heaven,  {okmwk^e  is  the  key  ifaait  opeoi 
ChnA.  The  excellent  gifu,  and  renowned  parts  of  the  morJ 
jlea<l^n$9  tho'  they  pnrchafed  tothe^a  great  efteemjind  bonoor 
among  men«  yet  left  them  in  a  Aate  of  perdition^  becaiiie  of  this 
great  defeft.  They  were  Ignorant  of  Chrift,  i  Cor.  i  ai.  Thus 
yop  fe^  how  fbj9damental  tbe  knowledge  oJF  Chrift  is^efleniially 
JDeceflfary  to  all  the  graoos,  .duties,  copaforts  and  happtoda  of 

I'idfy,  The  knowledge  of  Chrift  is  profound  and  large  ;  all 
ptiwr  icieaciis  ai^  but  ihallow^ ;  this  is  a  boundlefs,  bottoioleis 
pcean :  No  creature  hath  a  liae  l^og  enough  to  ikthom  the  depth 
of  it  ^  there  b  height,  length,  depth  and  breadth  afortbed  to  it, 
pphi  ill.  14.  yea,  it  pi^eih  knowledge.  There  is  •  ^amani* 
^  fold  wifdoro  of  God  in  Chiift,"  Eph.  iii.  10.  It  isof  many  fiiria 
imd  forms,  of  many  folds  and  plights :  It  is  indeed  iimple,  pore 
and  unmixed  with  any  thing  tnit  itfelf,  yet  it  is  manifold  in  de* 
^^es,  kinds  and  adminiftrations :  Tho'  ibmething  of  Cbrift  be 
unfolded  in  one  age,  and  iinpiething  in  another,  yet  clernity  ic« 
felf  caonoc  foily  unfold  him.  I  feefometbing,  faid  Luther,  which 
j^leiTed  4uftin  i^wnot;  and  thofe  that  come  after  me,  will  fee 
that  which  I  iee  not.  It  is  in  ftudyingof  Chrift,  as  in  the  plant* 
ing  of  a  new  di(co¥€red  country  ;  at  firft  men  (it  down  by  the 
fea -fide,  vpop  the  flurts  and.  borders  of  theland^  and  there 
they  dwell,  jbut  by  degrees  they  fearch  farther  and  farther  into 
the  heart  of  the  ooimtry :  Ah,  the  beftof  us  are  yet  but  npon  the 
borders  of  |his  vaft  continent  J 
4ttfy,  Theftudy  of  jcfus  Chrift  is  the  moft  noble  fubjeft 

(that  ever  afoul  ipent  itCelf  upon  ;  thde  that  rack  and  torture 
their  brains  upon  other  ftudies,  like  children,  weary  themfclvcs 
at  a.  low  game ;  the  e2^\f  njays  at  the  iun  itfelf.  The  angels 
iljady  this  doQri^e,  and  ftoop  down  "^  "look  ioto  this  deep 

*  n^y^V'jfiHi^  rt^  8sS,  Multiformis fapientia  Dei*     Caryl  in 
.Jobjii*^. 
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abyfe.  "Wtet  vt  the  truths  difcoyered  in  Chrift,  bnt  the  very 
fecKts  that  from  eternity  lay  hid  in  the  bdom  of  God  ?  Epb* 
iii.  ^»  i^  God*s  heart  is  opened  to  men  in  Chrift,  John  i.  i8.  ^ts 
inaices  the  gofpel  fach  a  glorious  difpenfatioQ,  becaufe  Chrift  is 
ib  glorionfly  revealed  therein,  i  Cor.  iii.  9.  and  the  ftudytng  of 
Chrift  in  the  gofpel,  Aamps  fuch  a  heavenly  glory  npon  the  con- 
temfdating  foul,  v^fe  18. 

phiy^  It  is  the  moft  fweet  and  comfortable  knowledge ;  to 
\k  ftndying  Jefus  Chrift,  what  is  it  bnt  to  be  digging  among  all 
4he  vdns  and  fprings  of  comfort  ?  and  the  deeper , you  dig,  the 
more  do  thole  fprings  flow  upon  you.  How  are  hearts  ravifti* 
cd  with  the  difcoveries  of  Chrift  in  the  gofpel  f  what  extaliet 
ndtings,  tranfports,  do  gracious  fouls  meet  there  ?  Dotibtlefs, 
Philip's  extaiy,  John  i.  45.  ivfimfut  Innv^  "  We  have  fouiid  Je- 
''  fas,"  was  far  beyond  that  of  Archimedes/  A  believer  could 
fit  hasH  niormag  to  night,  to  hear  diicburfes  of  Chrift ;  '*  Hi& 
**  mouth  is  moft  fweet/v  Cant.  v.  16,  * 

Secondly,  Let  us  compare  this  knowledge  with  all  other  kaow« 
kdge,  and  thereby  the  excellency  of  it  will  farther  appear^ 

1.  All  other  knowledge  is  natural,  but  this  wholly  fuperna- 
tnral,  Mat.  ».  27.  ^'  Nomanknoweth  the  Son,  but  the  Father  ;^ 
**  neither  knowethatiy  the  Father,  fave  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom* 
*•  foever  the  Son  will  reveal  him.*'  '  The  wifeft  Heathens  could 
never,  make  a  difcovery  of  Chrift  by  their  decpeft  fearches  into 
nature  ;  the  moft  eagle-eyed  philofophers  were  but  children  in 
knowledge,  compared  with  the  moft  illiterate  chriftianl 

2.  Odier  knowledge  is  unattainable  by  many  t  All  the  helps 
and  means  in  the  world  would  never  enable  feme  Chriftiaas  to 
attain  the  learned  arts.and  languages ;  men  of  the  beft  wits, 
and  moft  pregnant  parts,  are  moft  excellent  in  thele :  but  here 
is  the  myflery  and  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  that 
men  of  moft  blunt,  dull  and  contemptible  parts  attain,  through 
the  teaching  of  the  Spirit,  to  this  knowledge,  in  which  the 
nKJre  acute  and  ingenious  are  utterly  blind.  Mat.  xi.  25. ''  1  thank 
**  thee,  O  Fatlicr,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe  thou  haft 
*' hid  thefc  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  liaft  reveal- 
**  ed  them  untobabcs/'  i  Cor.  i.  26,  27.  "  You  fee  yourcalling^ 
**  brethren,  how  that  not  many  wife  men  after  the  fleftii  notma- 

♦  Every  difcovtry  of  thy  truth  is,  above  all,  the  pleafanteft,  moft 
ravifliing  and  delightful,  ^nd  even  invites  and  offers  itfelf  to  every 
©fte  of  its  own  accord  :  What  exquifite  pleafure  is  there  in  that, 
which  lies  concealed  within  the  inmoft  receiTes  of  your  heart,  and  is 
^at  np,  as  it  were,  with  locks  and  bars  i    Brightman  on.Cant^ 
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V  ny  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  caUed :  but  God  liath  chofea 
*^  the  fooiifb  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  wifet"  «&c« 

3.  Other  knowledge,  though  yon  (honld  atuin  the  higheft 
degree  of  it»  would  never  bring  you  to  heaven,  being  defedive 
and  lame  both  in  the  integrity  of  parts,  the  prindpal  thing,  viz* 
Chrift,  being  wanting ;  and  in  the  purity  of  its  nature :  for  the 
knowing  Heathens  grew  vain  in  their  imaginations,  Rom.  uzu 
and  in  the  efficacy  and  influen^x  of  it  on  the  heart  ao4  life. 
They  held  the  truth  m  unrightemAjhefs ;  their  lufts  were  ftrong* 
erlhan  their  light,  Rom.  i.  18.  But  this  knowledge  hath  po« 
tent  influences,  changing  fouls  into  its  own  image,  2  Cor.  iiu 
18.  and  fo  proves  a  faviug  knowledge  unto  men,  i  Tim.  ii.  4. 
And  thus  1  have  in  a  few  particulars  pointed  out  the  tranfcen- 
4ency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift. 

The  ufe  of  all  this  I  (hall  give  you  in  a  few  inferences,  oti 
which  I  ihall  not  enlarge,  the  whole  being  only  preliminary  to 
the  doArine  of  ChriA ;  only  for  the  prefent  I  (hall  hence  infer,     . 
Jr^erence  i.  ^ 

*  The  fufEciency  of  the  do^ine  of  Chrift,  to  make  men 
wife  unto  ialvation.  Paul  defired  to  know  nothing  elfe  ;  and, 
indeed,  nothing  elie  is  of  abfolute'  necefltty  to  be  known :  A 
little  of  this  knowledge,  if  faving  and  efTeftual  upon  thy  heart; 
will  do  thy  ibulmore  fervice,  than  all  the  vain  fpeculation  and 
|>rofound  parts  that  others  fo  much  glory  in.  Poor  Chriftiao, 
be  not  dejedlcd,  becaufe  thou  feeft  thyielf  out  flript  and  excel- 
led by  (b  many  in  other  parts  of  knowledge :  if  thou  know  Je« 
fns  Chrift,  thou  knG^veft  enough  to  comfort  and  fave  thy  foul. 
Many  learned  philofophers  are  now  in  hell,  and  many  illiterate 
Chrihian^  in  heaven. 

Inference  2, 
If  there  be  fuch  excellency  in  the  knowledge  of  Chri(t,  let  it 
bumble  all,  both  iaints  and  finners,  that  we  have  no  more  of 
thisi  clear  and  eifeAual  knowledge  in  us,  notwithftanding  the 
-excellent  advantages  we  have  hqd  for  it.  Sinners,  concerning 
yoiTl  may  figh  and  fay  with  the  apoAle,  i  Cor.  xv.  34.  **  Some 
/*  Jiave  not  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  I  fpeak  this  to  your  ihame." 
This,  O  this  is  the  condemnation.  And  even  for  you  that  are 
inlightned  in  this  knowledge,  how  little  do  you  know  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  in  comparifon  of  what  jou  might  have  known  of  him? 

*  He  is  completely  learaed,  who  has  learoed  the  gofpel ;  but  that 
peifbn  is  quite  fooUfti  and  mad,  who  feeks  for  faving  kitowledge  any 
where  elfe ;  for  here  is  a  large  field  of  fach  knowledge  ;  here  all  the 
ueaftties  pf  it.    Davcnaut  on  Colof^ 
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WfMI  9  ttmot  is  it,  that  yoa  (hould  need  to  be  Omglit  the  rtwf 
firft  trmbf,  **  when  for  the  time  you  might  have  been  teacbcrf 
*•  of  others  ?- Hcb.  V.  12,  13,  14.  **Thatyoorn^ifterscaoDpt 
^  i^ak  unto  you  as  fptrituai,  but  as  nolo  carnal,  even  as  anto 
<*  babes  itt  Chrtft,"  i  Cor.iii.  i,  2.  O  how  .much  time  is  fpent 
hi  other  fhtdies.  in  vain  dUcourfes,  frivolous  pamphlets,  wqrid* 
ly  cmploym^ftts?  how  little  in  die  fearch  aiid  (hidy  of  Jeios 
Chriftf 

Inference  3. 
'  How  fad  is  thdr  condition  that  have  a  knowledge  of  Chrift^ 
cad  yet  as  to  th(^mft)ves  it  had  been  better  they  ind  never  hail 
k  * !  Many  tberd  be  that  am  tent  themfelves  with  an  usprafH^ 
cat,  tneSeftual,  and  merely  notional  knowledge  of  him  ;  of 
whom  the  apoftic  faith,  ''  It  had  been  better  for  them  not  to 
**  ha?e  known,"  2  Pet.  S,  21.  It  ferves  only  to  aggravate 
£n  and  milery  :  for  though  it  be  not  enough  to  fiive  theiti,  yet  it 
puts  ibme  weak  reftraints  upon  fin,  which  their  iinpetaous  lofti 
breaking  down,  expofes  them  thereby  to  a  greater  damnadoo. 
Ir^ercnce  4. 

FourtUy^  This  ihay  inform  us  by  what  rale  to  jsdgd  botli 
sninifters  and  doArine.  Certainly  that  is  the  higheit  comment 
4atkHi  of  a  minifter,  to  be  an  able  minifter  of  the  New  Teftai- 
netit  \  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the  8pirit|  2  Cor.  iii.  6,  He  k 
the  beft  artift,  that  can  moft  livefy  and  powerfully  diiptay  Jc* 
&s  Chrtft  before  the  people,  evidently  (etting  him  forth  as  cru» 
cffied  among  them ;  and  that  is  the  beft  fernioQ,  that  is  moft 
#ult  of  Chrtft,  not  of  art  and  language.  I  know  that  a  holy  d»- 
«lf:6l^  weU  becometb  Chrift's  miniiters,  they  Should  not  be  mcfe 
and  carelefs  in  language  or  method ;  but  (iirely  the  exceltencf 
of  a  fermon  lies  not  in  that/bnt  in  the  plaineft  dilcoveries  and 
KveHeft  appfications  of  Jefus  Clyrift. 

Inference  5.  - 

Let  all  that  mind  the  bomour  of  r eligioo,  or  the  peace  an4 
comfort  of  their  own  feuls,  whoMy  iequefter  and  ap[4y  theo^ 
Selves  to  the  fiudy  of  Jefus  Chrift,  andbim  crucified.  Wbeiv- 
fore  fpend  we  ouHclvcs  upon  othe^"  ftudies,  when  all  e3Keileiic7, 
Iwecrnefe  and  defiraWenefs  is  concentcr'd  m  this  one  ?  Jefa^ 
Chiift  is  fairer  tha)a  the  children  of^men,  the  chiefeft  among  tcft 
^houfand^,  *'  as  <iie  af>ple-t?H5e  among  the  trees  of  the  wood  ;*• 
^aefacvunt  divifa  beatum^  in  hoc  mixta  fluunt :  Thcfe  things 
%hich  fingly  tavifh  and  dciigbc  the  fools  of  meaty  ate  aU  fo«od 

♦  Viie  Zarttth.  in  Eph.  if.  p.  x  6 1  •  *  iufiki  c^nif4^m  Cbrifii. 


Serm.  L  7Je  Fountain  €f  Life.  41 

conjun^iy  10  Chrifl'.     O  what  a  blefled  Chrift  is  this  *  !  whom 
to  know  is  eteroa)  life.     From  the  knowledge  of  Jefns  Cbrift  do 
bud  forth  all  the  fruits  of  comfort,  and  that  for  all  feafons  and 
conditions.     Hence  Rev,  xxii.  2.  he  is  called  •*  the  tree  of  life, 
••  which  bears  twelve  manner  of  fruits,  and  yields  its  fruit  every 
*•  month ;  and  the  very  leaves  of  this  tree  arc  for  healing."  la 
Chrift  fouls  have,  ( i .)  All  neceflaries  for  food  and  phyfick.    (2.) 
All  varieties  of  fruits,  twelve  manner  of  fruits  ;  a  difliuA  (weet« 
nefs  in  this,  in  that,  and  in  the  other  attribiKe,  promife,  ordi- 
nance.    (3.)  In  him  are  theie  fruits  at  all  times,  he  bears  fruit 
every  month  ;  there  is  precious  fruit  in  Jefus  ChrilV,  even  in  the 
black  month  ;  winter  fruits  as  well  as  fummer  fruits.     O  then 
ftudy  Chrift,  ftudy  to  know  him  more  extenfively.    There  be 
many  excellent  things  in  Chrift,  that  the  mofc  eagle-ey'd  be- 
ever  hath  not  yet  fcen  :  Ah  !  'tis  piiy  that  any  thing  of  Chrift 
ibould  ly  bid  from  his  people.  Study  to  know  Chrift  more  intent 
Ji-uefyy  to  get  the  experimental  tafte  and  lively  power  of  his  knoww 
ledge  upon  your  hearts  and  affeAions :  This  is  the  knowledge 
that  carries  all  the  fweetnefs  and  comfort  in  it.  Chrlfrian,  I  dare 
appeal  to  thy  experience,  whether  the  experimental  taftc  of  Je- 
fus Chrift,  in  ordinances  and  duties,  has  not  a  higher  and  fweeter 
reliOi  than  any  created  enjoyment  thou  ever  taftcd  in  this  world?  " 
O  then  feparate,  devote,  and  wholly  give  thyfelf,  thy  time,  thy 
ftreogth  to  this  moft  fweettranfcendent  ftudy. 
Inference  6. 
Lafliy^  Let  me  clofe  the  whole  with  a  double  caution ;  one  to 
ourfelves,  who  by  our  callings  and  profeflions  are  the  minifters 
of  Chrift;  another  to  thofe  that  fit  under  thedoArine  of  Chrift 
daily. 

Firfty  If  this  doftrine  be  the  moft  excellent,  neceflary,  fun- 
damental, profound,  noble,  and  comfortable  doflrine  f ,  let  us 
then  take  heed  left,  while  we  ftudy  to  beexaA  in  other  things, 
vtQ  be  found  ignorant  in  this.    Ye  know  'tis  ignominious,  by 

^  I  am  fare,  (faith  a  holy  one),  the  (aints  at  their  beft,  are  bat 
firangers  to  the  weight  aad  worth  of  the  incomparable  fweetoefs  of 
Chrift  ;  he  is  fo  new,  fo.freih  in  excellency  every  day  to  thofe  thait 
fearch  more  and  more  into  him,  as  if  heaven  could  fuinifli  as  many 
Dew  Chrifts  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  as  there  are  days  betwixt  him  and 
ns  ;  and  yet  he  is  one  and  the  fame  (lill :  O,  we  love  an  onkoowa  | 
lover,  when  we  love  Chrift.  { 

f  Peritum  ejfe^  ft  fine  doHrtna  pletatis  ferlturum  ;  i.e.  To 
be  (kiU*din  other  t^iogi,  and  not  in  the  gpfpel,  is  to  periih.     Au* 

Vox..  I.  F 
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the  cotamon  faftVage  of  the  civili^'d  world,  for  any  man  to  be 
unacquainted  with  hit  own  calling,  or  not  to  intend  the  pro- 
|)er  bnfincfs  of  it :  'Tis  onr  calling,  as  the  Bridegroom's  friends, 
to  woo  and  win  fotkls  (p  Chrift,  to  fet  him  forth  to  the  people  a$ 
crocified  amotkg  them.  Gal.  iii.  i,  to  prefent  htm  in  all  bis  at- 
tractive excellencies,  that  all  hearts  may  be  raviihed  with  his 
beauty,  and  charmed  into  his  arms  by  love :  We  muft  alfo  bt 
able  to  defend  the  trnths  of  Chrifl  againft  undermming  heretics, 
to  inftil  his  knowledge  into  the  ignorant,  to  anfwei*  the  cafes 
and  fcruples  of  poor  donbting  Chriftians.  How  many  intri- 
cate kdors  have  we  to  ttnty  ?  What  pains,  What  (kill  is  rcqnifite 
for  ftxch  as  are  imployed  abont  our  work  ?  And  ftiall  we  fpesd 
ourprcdous  titoe  in  frivolous  controverfies,  philofophical  nice- 
ties, dry  and  barren  fcholaftic  totions  *  f  Shall  We  ftody  every 
thing  but  Chrift  ?  revolve  all  volume^  hut  the  facred  ones  ?  What 
is  obferved  even  of  Bellarminc  f,  that  he  tnrted  with  lotbing 
fromfchool  divinity,  becaufe  it  Wanted  the  fweet  juice  of  piety^ 
may  beeonviAive  to  fnany  among  us,  who  ar^ofted  too  much  in 
love  with  worfe  imployment  than  what  he  is  faid  to  Iothe»  0  let 
the  knowledge  Of  Chrift  dwell  richly  ib  us. 

Secondly,  Let  us  fee  that  dur  knowledge  of  Chrift  be  not  a 
powerlefs,  bafren,  %  tinpraftlcal  knowledge  ;  O  that,  in  its  paf- 
fage  frotti  onr  Aindcrft:mding  to  our  lips,  it  might  powerfuAjf 
melt,  fweeten,  and  ravr(h  our  hearts !  Remember,  brethren,  a  ho^ 
ly  calling  never  (aved  any  man.  Without  a  holy  heart ;  if  our  ton- 
gues only  hefonRi/leJ,  bur  Whole  mail  itonft  be  dainned.  ^*  We 
"  and  Our  peO^ple  ttiuft  be  judged  by  the  lame  gofpel,  and  ftand 
**  at  the  fame  bar,  and  befent^nced  on  the  fame  terms,  and  de^lt 
**  with  as  feverely  as  any  other  men  :  We  cannot  think  to  be 
"  laved  by  otir  clergy.  Or  to  cottie  off  with  a  Legit  ut  ckricus, 
"  when  there  is  waiitiog  the  Credit  et  Vticit  uf  Chriflianus  ;'*  a|^ 

*  We  are  not  t6  ftudy  tlhe  Aketies  df  fbeterie,  fo  ^iMieh  as  plain- 
ncfs  and  perfpicuity  ;  nor  are  we  to  fpeak  in  a  iiigh  florid  ftrain,  as 
bratotl ;  but  Widi  the  ek^ri dttjel#  a«d  2eal,  and  Snc^rity  6f  the  a- 
poftks ;  we  are  not  to  talk  fine  things,  but  what  may  convince  the 
vmderftandlfig;  and  toucti  theheaYf. 

t  ^ed  a  fludiis  fchoiaflkii  the^togiit  avirterefuf  fere  rtaufia* 
hundus,  ^Honimn  fuev&  enMant  hquid^  pieiatisy  FaUgat.  in  vi^ 
Bel. 

%  Beware»  left,  while  the  tree  of  knowledge  daily  ftonrifiiM  ae4 
thrive,  the  tree  of  practice  fti<niid  beeotue  bm>eo,  or  bear  no  hvxu 
Take  he^  that  ye  roft  not  £itisfie4  in  (he  gifis  of  ifbe^irit/  and  b#- 
^in  to  think  nochtog  of  the  Spirit  himfelf|  the  beft  gift.  ford,  dmk, 
^4cr.  /.  3j. 
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^Xi  emkieiit  '^  4ivio^  fp^ks-  O  let  th«  keepers  of  A«  vii|eyw4 
look  to  %pdjii:eep  th^ir  owa  vioeyard :  we  have  a  beavea  |o  wii^ 
pr  lafe,  as  well  as  otjiers* 

Tfnrdly^  L<t  ^s  t^  hf ^d  th^t  we  witbbold  not  oiv  koowt 
jedgo  €Kf  Cbrift  io  rnirighleoufoefs  froQi  the  people.  0  that  our 
lips  may  dUpcrfe  kpowiedge*  m^  feed  maoy.  (.et  a$  take  hee4 
or  the  napkm,  remembriog  the  day  of  account  is  at  hand  f  • 
^MOKm^if  \  befeech  you^  ib$,  f€f$fm4  wbereiQ  you  ftapd^ 
9ad  tb^  ob%ations  refpltl^g  tbencc ;  Jtemmber,  the  grea| 
Shepherd  gav^  bifnfelf  jfor,  audga?ey.oi^  to  the  flock;  you^ 
tiinie,  your  gift$  ^re  pot  yonrst  but  Qpd>4  Reqieinber  th^ 
piaduag  wants  pf  fouls,  wbo  arq  perUb'^^g  for  W^t  pf  Chrifc ; 
^ud  if  tibw  tongues  da  i^t,  yet  their  ne^^uie?  4o  bei^eal^ 
pSf  as  they  did  J[oi^ph»  Geo.  ^vji.  ig.  <'  Wb^efbreibpuld  wecU^ 
**  in  thy  preiencc  ?  Give  us  fpod,  that  Vfc  m^y  live  and  UQt  die." 
j£yep'(be  fp?  WP^ffcrsi  df^vt  fprtb  thcit  brc^ft?  tp  tbeir  jrou«g 
ppe^,  and  (ball  we  he  cruejj  I  cru^  V^i  fouls  i  Pi4  Cbnft  not 
ihink  it  too  iuui:h  tp  fweat  ^podi  yen.  tp  ^ie  for  them  i  ancjl 
^U  wc  thiok  it  vm<^h  to  watdif  <lu4y,  pre^/ch,  pfay,  9Qd  (Jp 
whait  we  cai)  for  tbck  falration ;  0  )pt  tb^  fmc  mind  b^  19 
jou  which  was  a](p  Lpt  CbriA ! 

Secondly,  To  the  people  that  fit  under  die  dofVrioe  of  Chri^ 
daily,  and  have  the  light  of  bis  knowledge  (hining  round  about 
them. 

Fitjl^  Take  heed  ye  do  oot  fe^eA  and  de^fe  this  Hgbt. 
This  may  be  done  two  ways:  Firjt,  When  you  defpifc  the 
means  of  knowledge  by  flight  and, low  efteemtof  it.  Surely, 
if  you  tbusrejedl  knowledge,  God  will  rejeft  you  for  it,  Hof. 
pr.  6.  i|  U  »  4efpiflng  f^  tl^p  ricM#t  tbtt  <m  ObrU)  g»vc  t» 
the  church :  and  however  it  be  a  contempt  and  flight  that  be- 
^iu«  low,  aa4fecp)^  ocily  to  veot  itfclf  ^pc(p  rt^c  weak  p^rt^ 
in  arti6<;i^l  difcourfes,  ^ud  ufttaWpg  towcs  apd  Rfft^fcs  ^  the 
fpeakers  ;  yet,  believe  it,  'tis  a  daring  fin  that  flies  higher  than 
jm  arp  wmf  L^kc  ?;.  16,  m  H^  rbai  defpifclh  f<^i  4^^^^ 
•*  fne ;  and  he  th^t  defpilj^th  (U^,  ^efpifp^h  bippi  tb^t  f<>nt  iQe-'* 
Sffofidfyt  You  dcfpife  the  knowledire  of  Chrifl,  wbeo  ypq  dq- 
fpife  the  dire^ljon^  a^d  Ipving  cpofli^ipts  of  that  Ki)owred|ge ; 
whjBU  ypu  refufe  to  \k  gujdcd  by  joiir  ^QQwledgc,  ypqr  ligh^t 

♦  Gildas  Salviarras,  /.  if, 

f  We  may  apply  te  min^ert  what  Taettus  fpeaka  of  magtftrates, 
Ita  nati  iflhy  ut  hotm  mahqui  ^^fi^a^  ad  rempubtkatH  fertintant, 
i.  V.  Od  your  good  or  bad  conduct  depends  the  go^d  Qr  ill  of  many* 
Vtuit.  Ann^U  lib.  a.  * 
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and  your  lafls  conteft  and  ftrugglc  within  you.  O  'tis  fad  when 
your  lufts  niafter  your  light.  You  fin  not  as  the  Heathens  lin, 
who  know  not  God;  but  when  you  (In,   you  muft  flight  and 

f)Ut  by  the  notices  of  your  own  confciences,  and  offer  vio- 
encc  to  your  own  conviftions  :  And  what  fad  work  will  this 
make  in  your  fouh  ?  How  foon  will  it  lay  your  confciences 
wafte? 

Secondly f  Take  heed  that  you  reft  not  fatisfied  with  that 
knowledge  of  Chiift  you  have  attained,  but  grow  on  towards 
perfcfticn.  'Tis  the  pride  and  ignorance  ot  many  profcflbrs, 
when  they  have  got  a  lew  raw  and  indigefted  notions,  to  Iwell 
with  felf-conceits  of  their  excellent  attainments :  And  'tis  the 
fin,  even  of  the  beft  of  faints,  when  they  fee  f  Veritas  in  fro^ 
/undo  J  how  deep  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  lies,  and  what  pains 
th^  muft  take  to  dig  for  it,  to  throw  by  the  ftiovel  of  duty, 
and  cry,  Dig  we  cannot.  To  your  work,  Chriftians,  to  your 
work ;  let  not  your  candle  go  out :  Sequefter  yourfelves  to 
this  ftudy,  look  what  intercourfcs,  and  correfpondences  arc 
I  betwixt  the  two  worlds;  what  conimunion  foever  God  and 
fouls  maintain,  rt  is  in  this  way  :  Count  all  therefore  but  drofs 
in  comparifou  of  that  excellency  which  is  iti  the  knowledge  of 
Jefus  Chrift. 


S    E    R    M    O    N      IL 

Sets  forth  Christ  in  his  efiential  and  primeval  Glort, 

Prov.  viii.  30.  Then  was  I  by  him^  as  &ne  brought  up  with 
hint :  and  I  was  daily  his  delight^  rejoicing  always  before  him^ 

THESE  worck  are  a  part  of  that  excellent  comiiiendatioa 
of  wifdom,  by  which  in  this  book  Solomon  intiends  two 
things }  jirft^  Grace  or  holinefs,  Prov.  iv.  7.  **  Wifdom  is  the 
•'  principal  thing."  Secondly,  Jefus  Chfiji^  the  fountain  of  that 
grace  :  and  look  as  the  former  is  renowned  for  its  excellency. 
Job  xxviii.  14,  15.  fo  the  latter,  in  this  context,  wherein  the 
Spirit  of  God  defcribes  the  moft  bleffed  ftate  of  Jefus  Chf  ift. 
the  wifdom  of  the  Father,  from  thoie  eternal  delights  be  had 
with  his  Father,  before  his  aflumption  of  our  nati^re  :  ^'  T^a 
^•'  W«$  I  by  him,"  be.  that  long  Evum  was  wholly  fwallowe4 
lip  a  and  fpeat  ia  unfpeakable  delights  and  pleafuies.     Wtu^ 
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delights  were  twofold,  (1.)  The  Father  and  Son  delighted  one 
in  another  (from  which  delights  the  Spirit  is  not  here  excluded) 
without  coQunanicating  that  their  joy  to  any  other,  for  no  crea- 
ture did  then  exift  iave  in  the  mind  of  God,  verfe  30,  (2). 
They  delighted  in  the  falvation  of  men,  in  the  proipeA  of  that 
work,  though  not  yet  extant,  verfe  31.  My  preient  bufinels 
lies  in  the  forii^r,  viz.  the  mutual  delights  of  the  Father  and 
Son,  one  with  and  in  another ;  the  acconnt  whereof  we  have  ja 
the  text :  wherein  confider, 

I .  The  glorious  condition  of  the  non- incarnated  Son  of  Godi^ 
defcribed  by  the  peribo  with  whom  his  feilowfhip  was,  '*  Then 
*^  was  I  by  him,"  or  with  him ;  ib  with  him  as  never  was  any, 
in  his  wpr  bofom,  John  i.  18.  the  only  begotten  Son  was  in  the 
fadbm  otthe  Father  ;  an  expreffion  of  the  greatefl  dearnefs  and 
intimacy  in  the  world ;  as  if  he  (houid  fay,  wrapt  up  in  the 
very  foul  of  his  Father,  embofomed  in  God. 

1.  This  fellowfhip  is  illnftrated  by  a  metaphor,  wherein  the 
Lord  will  floop  to  our  capacities,  (as  ^'  One  brought  up  with 
**  him'*)  the  Hebrew  word  •  VDN  \^Amin\  is  fometiroes  ren- 1 
dered  a  cunning  workman,  or  curious  artifi,  as  in  Cant.  vii.  r. 
which  is  the^  fame  word.  And  indeed  Chrift  fliewed  himie If 
fuch  an  artift  in  the  creation  of  the  world;  ''For  ail  things 
*'  were  made  by  him,  and  without  him  there  was  nothing  made, 
^'  that  was  made,"  John  i.  3.  But  Montanus,' and  others* 
render  it  nutricius ;  and  fo  Chrift  is  here  compared  to  a  de* 
lightful  child,  fpordng  before  its  Father :  the  Hebrew  root  f 
pOi7  ^Shachak^y  which  our  tranflation  renders  "rejoicing  be- 
•*  before  him,*'  fignifies  to  laugh,  play,  or  rfjoicti  fo  that, 
look  as  parents  delight  to  fee  their. children  f porting  before 
them,  (o  did  the  Fltdier  deHght  ia  beholding  this  darling  of  his 
bofom. 

3.  This  delight  is  farther  amplified  by  the  perpetuity,  anduo* 
iDterruptednefs  thereof;  "I  Wjss  day  by  day  hisdelighrs,  rejoi* 
«'  dug  always  before  him"  %.    Thcfe  delights  of  the  Father  and 

*  rOK  l^^min]  Signifies  a  Skifful  Artift  i  he  is  pleafed  to  at 
fame  this  charader,  in  order  to  (hew  men,  that  their  converfion  is 
not  owing  to  any  ftrength  of  their  own,  but  is  the  work  of  this  ikit- 
fial  Artift.     Briahtman  en  Can*-  h  2<5. 

t  ^f/^re,  to  kugh,  pTW  [Sbadhakl  ludere,  to  fport ;  laetari^ 
to  rejoice  ;  «v^pu7«T»^Mf,  after  the  manner  of  mem  he  compares 
bimfelf  to  a  plcafant  child,  ftanding  before  his  father.     Luvat.  on 
this  place. 
•    X  nprnt'O,  CV  or   \Jam,  Jom  MeJhachkttK\.    pie,  die 


the  Stfi  •at  ift  |U}oth«r»  kaew  «oc  n  monent'i  io^errvptioQ^  of 
.  ^itnimUQD  s  thus  did  theft  gr^at  aad  glorious  perfeiis  mutual] j 
let  for^h  (heir  fqllcft  pU jiAjre  ^nd  d^ighi,  each  ii^te  th^  \^^r%  o^ 
pther ;  they  Uf  as  it  w^re  \vpil^i9/ak^  ^oe  id  an^th^^r,  eatfi-taiii^ 
ing  theoiieivcs  with  <jklights  zsA  pU^liyr^  jfi^jf^^,  andlo^^^o^*^ 
ceiveable.    Hep<;e  we  9^ferv^, 

Poft.  7%^t  th  fmiitkn  i^nd  ftan  of  Jefus  Chp^  h4nre  Ut 
incarnation,  was  a  ftate  ff  highpfi  4^  mqfi  mfpe^kahk  d^r 
Ugh$  mifl^fitri^  in  fher^^ymfiM  ^  bis  f^her. 

Idm  tfslls  «$,  be  Wg^  W  the  Mom  of  hk  Fath^  «  :  t#  ly  is 
the  hobm  is  the  poQuro  pf  4«ftreft  lov^i,  JoharRiii.  ^?*  Now 
*'  (l|cr«  m$%  leaqipg  09  J^fos*  Mpip  QQf  of  his  4i(apt^ 
**  whw  Jefo#  love4  s"  but  Cferlft  4id  ^01  kan  apQii  the  F^p 
ther's  bofoiiiy  as  that  djicppl^  4^  ^  fais»  )>ut  h^m  ^^  *  ^4  thorvi- 
forc,  }9  ir^.  3^Uii.  ^  thf  Father  aalls  hifo,  ''  Mia«  el^dl  ig  wiiom 
»'  fliy  (qvA  dsjighteth ;"  which  U  t  nriQufly  nn^r^i  i  Ap 
1^jpit^9gL9iU  qu^  fii/c0ftit,  wbP«fl?yfe"l  I^M*,  Qf  wraps  fip  c 
pthei«,  cmpkoiitf  00^  tjigt  highly  ple*feiafl4  d^gh^s  t^j  wrjr 
fo9) :  aq4»  2  Cor.  ¥iii.  9'  h* '?  ftW»  iJV  tocft^te,  wherpift  I  ^m 
flow  defcrihiilg  him,  toberfcA ;  f^i,  Phil.  ii.  J.  '^  Tfl  bfieiiurt 
•^  Wich  God,  ^q4  to  be  iB  the  fqrffi  of  Qod,"  (i.  e,)  |q  h^ii  alt 
;he  glory  9^4  cafigo^  of  ^he  ni^jefly  pf  0^4;  ^4  th^  riches 
whidi  be  fpfaks  of,  Wfis  pQ  lefs  ch^  ^U  that  Qo4  th^^  Vnii^'f 
hath,  jQhQ  xvi.  14.  "  All  A%l  th|«  F^rher  hath  'm  m^^  '"  wt 
what  he  now  hgth  io^his  ex9U^4  Afit(^,  4s  this  ianie  he  h^4  b^f<H« 
)lis  hmDili^tfoo,  Jpho  ^v}i,  5,  Now^  |tp  gjinjpfcp^t  (^f  W4^are 
9ble)  the  pafpealLa^lie  felicity  pf  th^f,  A^tis  of  Cli^i(^*  whilft  h^ 
Jjiy  19  th^t  hjcffed  hpfom,  |  Ihftll  ^i4lNr  it  thi:,^e  w«9»  W»r 
tively,  pofirively,  and  comparatively. 

I,  Let  0$^  coafideF  thgt  Alite  m^y4fi  by  Ri^ofifig  from 
]( 911  thofe  degrees  of  ab^ftgiis^Mipd  fcNrrpw  which  hi$  iQ€9f|i«.- 
|S(PP  brpnglif  hffn  und^r !  jj§, 

Firfi,  He  was  not  then  abafed  to  the  condition  of  a  aeatare, 

t  jebn  i,  38.  HerA  is  iaTionaited,  metapboricaNyy  the  intiflMtc 
tfitntmm^  pf  ithe  Son  of  Cpi  with  the  f»ti)er>  which  confifts  in  «<r 
ternal  generation,  in  the  Itrii^e^l  pn«oefs  or  »my  of  nature,  id  the 
190(1  ardent  1^^,  ^  in  (f^miauuucatM^n  of  the  mod  ijccret  aff^rs. 

.  t  Kieron.  i^«^;w  approhet^  i.  e.  Whom  my  foul  approFcs. 
Pagninus  &  MoDtaiius,  C-impUaitt  animae  nteae,  i.  e,  Oof  ihat 
highly  delights  wy  fQ^i.  Tke  Se|>iEi*4g}nt,  ^$m  fifi?pHi  anima 
fMea,  u  e*  Whom  my  Toul  takes  or  wraps  up. 
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^hkh  Wts  A  tow  Aep  indeed,  dad  fhat  which  tip6ii-th6  AifttiT 
tlodid  hifiiA  id  t>6iht  of  #e^af ^tkm  i  for  by  thii  (faith  the  tpoflle) 
^  he  made  hirtifetf  of  no  reputation/'  Phil.  it.  7.  \i  empfied' 
Mib  of  bli  glorf.  For  God  fo  be  Btede  Aati,  is  fach  ai^  abafe-' 
lAent  as  fioce  can  exprefs :  bdt  the&  iiot  onljr  to  appear  in  trntf 
flefli,  but  allbttt  the  likedefe  of  fiAfid  fle(h,  as,  Rom.  vUi.  3.  O 
what  is  this  \ 

Secondly  y  Chf^ft  was  fioniiAdef  the  law  in  this  eftate.  I  eonfeft 
twis  do  difpa#^eifieQi  to  Adam  t A  the  ftate  of  inttooeiKry,  to  io- 
gels  in  their  AiKe  of  glory;  (o  be  ttnder  law  to  God ;  bdt  \t  Watf 
in  QAcoBceiv^Ie  Abdfemeot  to  the  abiblute  independent  bekig  id 
come  igl^rW:  yea>  notodlydndef  the  obedience,  bitt  alfo 
tinder  the  maledlfliOh  atid  ctitfe  of  (he  law,  Gal.  iv.  4.  "  Boif 
^«  When  the  f^lnefe  of  firte  was  come,  God  fcnt  forth,  his  Son, 
^  teade  6f^SVoihan,|Dade  nddef  the  law. 

TMrdfy,  In  thisftate  he  was  not  liable  to  afiy  6f  thoft  fof^ 
I'owful  (k>nfeqaeQts  and  atceffdanti  of  that  frail  and  feeUe  (late 
«ifhniliantty,  which  he  aftet*«tr^fds  aflbflicd,  With  the  mature :  As, 
(i.)  He  was  nna(:qnainted  with  griefs :  riiere  was  qo  ibrrowingr 
iA'iighing  ill  thatboibm  ^hett  he  toy,  tho'  afterwards  he  be^ 
cli^e  "a  man  of  f^rows  and  acqnainted  with  grief," Ifa.  liii.  J. 
^  A  than  of  ibrrows^**  ds  if  he  had  been  ^nftituted  and  made  up 
^  pure  and  nni*txed  ferrdwS  ;  every  day  dofrtvcrfing  with 
griefs,  as  with  his  intimate  eofop^ons  and  acquaintance.  {2.} 
He  was  nerer  pinched  With  polrerty  and  wants,  while  he  eonti- 
teed  in  that  bofom,  as  he  was  Afterwards,  wh^n  he  fald, "  The 
'*  foxes  haVe  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  Aefts,  but  the 
^  fonof  rtan  hath  not  wher'e  toby  his  head,*'  Mat.  viii.  20.  Ah 
UtfkA  Jeitis !  ^(hod  heedd  not  to  hav«  wanted  ^pb<^  to  hatd 
bin  thine  had,  hadft  thoi  foot  left  that  bofom  for  my  fake  *. 
(3)  He  never  underwent  feprbadi  and  fliame  in  thatbofom^ 
there  was  nothing  but  00rf  and  honour  rdle^ed  upon  him 
by  his  Father,  tho'  afterwards  he  was  defpifed,  and  reeded  of 
inen,  Ifa.  liii.  3.  His  Father  hc^&t  looked  npon  him  without 

l^iles  and  I6ve,  delight  and  joy,  Ibo'  afterwards  he  becotne  a  re- 

•f 

•  *  He  that  naas  in  the  hdfim  oftb^  Fafhtr ;  ^  expreffion^fliew^ 
kkg  the  intimate,  ctofet  aod  fecret  delight  and  Iotv  he  had  from  the 
Father.  How  imfpeakaMe  is  h,  that  he  lho^ld  det^rtye  himfelf  of 
the  fenfe  of  it  ?  to  px.  himfslf,  as  it  were,  out  of  heaven  iato  hell  ? 
this  is  deeper  love  than  ever  we  can  imagine  or  ooaceive  :  No  woo- 
4m i  the  apoftlc  eails  it  ^^m^i^y  [^fftrJjffcuonl^  and  iwftrtft^evC^p 
(li^^erperiiSifaon^  the  unfearchable  riches  of  grace ;  we  are  never 
able  to  go  to  the  botM»m  ot  it,  but  (hll  there  is  more  grace  aodlote 
behind.    Mr*  Anth,  Burgejs^  ttti^  in  Jubn  xvii.  /.  503. 
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proach  of  meo,  and  defpifed  of  the  people,  Pfalm.  jtxii.  6.  (4 ) 
His  holy  heart  was  never  ofieodtfd  with  an  impure  fuggeAioa 
or  temptation  of  the  Devil ;  all  the  while  he  lay  in  that  boibmof 
peace  and  love,  he  never  knew  what  it  was  to  be  afTaultcd  with 
temptations,  to  be  befieged  and  battered  upon  by  unclean  fpirits^ 
as  he  did  afterwards.  Mat.  iv.  i.  ••  Then  was  Jefus  led  up  of  the. 
•'  Spirit  into  the  wildernefs  to  be  tempted  of  the  Devil."  It 
Vas  for  our  fakes  that  he  f  bbmitted  t©  thofe  exerdfes  of  fpirit, 
•*  to  be  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  that  he  might  bcun- 
^^  to  us  a  merciful  and  faithful  high  prieft,,"  Hcb.  iv.  1 5.  (5.) 
He  was  ncverfenfible  of  pains  and  tortures  in  foul  or  body,  there 
were  nofuch  t'hings  in  that  blefled  bofom  where  he  i2Ljk.tho*  af- 
terwards he  groaned  and  fweat  under  them,  Ifa..  liii.  5.  The 
Lotd  embraced  him  from  eternity,  but  never  wounded  him  till 
he  flood  in  our  place  and  room.  (6.)  There  were  no  hidings 
or  withdrawments  of  his  Father  from  him ;  there  was  not  a 
cloud  from  eternity  upon  the  face  of  God,  till  Jefus  Chrift  had 
/  kft  that  bofom:  It  was  a  new  thing  to  Chrift  to  fee  frowns 
I  in  the  face  of  his  Father ;  a  new  thing  for  him  to  cry,  "  My  God, 
'  •*  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  Matth.  xxvii.  46. 
{7.)  There  were  never  any  impreifions  of  his  Father's  wrath  up- 
on him,  as  there  were  afterwards  :  God  never  delivered  fuch  a 
bitter  cup  of  wrath  into  his  han^s  before,  as  that  was  Matth., 
xxvi.  39,  Laftly^  There  was  no  death,  to  which  he  was  fubjeft, 
in  that  bofom.  All  thefe  things  were  new  things  to  Chrift: 
he  was  above  them  all,  till  for  our  fakes  he  voluntarily  fubjeftcd 
himfelf  unto  them.  Thus  you  fee  what  that  ftate  was  not. 

2^  Let  us  cohfider  it  pofitivety,  what  it  was,  and  gucfs  by 
fome  particular  Confiderations  (for  indeed  we  can  but  guefs)  at 
the  glory  of  it :  as,  (i.)  We  cannot  but  conceive  it  to  be  a 
flate  of  inatchlefs  happbefs,  if  we  confider  the  p^rfbns  enjoy- 
ing and  delighting  in  each  other  :  he  was  with  God,  Johni.  i. 
God;  you  know,  is  the  fountain,  ocean  and  centre,  of  all  de- 
lights and  joys;  Pfal.xvi.  II.**  Inthyprefenccisfulnefsofjoy.!' 
To  be  wrapt  up  in  the  foul  and  bofom  of  all  delights,  as  Chrift 
was,  nuft  needs  be  a  ftate  tranfcending  apprehenfion  ;  to  have 
the  fountain  of  love  and  deKght  letting  cfut  itfelf  fo  immediate- 
ly, and  fully,  and  everlaftingly,  upon  this  only  begotten  dar- 
ling of  his  foul,  fo  as  it  never  did  communicate  itfelf  to  any; 
jud^e  what  a  ftate  of  tranfcendeiK  felicity  this  muft  be,  Qreat 
perfons  have  great  deligh  ts. 

(1.)  Or!  if  we  confider  the  intimacy,  dearnefs,  yea,  oneneli 
of  thoie  great  perfons  one  with  another  :  the  nearer  the  unions 
^"^    '•vcelcr  the  communion.    Now  Jefus  Chrift  was  not  only 
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near  aod  dear  to  God,  but  one  with  him ;  "  I  and  my  Father  ar« 
•*  one,"  John  x.  30. :  one  in  nature,  will,  love,  and  delight* 
.There  is  indeed  a  nrioral  union  of  fouls  among  men  by  love,  but 
.this  was  a  natural  oneneis ;  no  child  is  fo  one  M'ith  his  father, 
no  ha  (band  (b  one  with  the  wife  of  his  bolbro,  no  friend  fo  one 
-with  his  friend,  no  foul  fo  one  with  its  body,  as  Jefus  Chriil 
and  bis  Father  were  one.  O  what  matchlels  delights  muft  ne» 
ceflarily  flow  from  fuch  a  bleiled  union! 

(3.)  ConOder  again  the  purity  of  that  delight  with  which  the 
bleffed  Father  and  Son  embraced  each,  other ;  the  beft  Creature- 
delights  one  in  another,  are  mixed,  debaied,  and  allayed  :  if 
jihere  be  fomethin^  raviihing  and  engaging,  there  is  aifo  fome- 
thing  cloying  and  di(>a(ling.  Thcipurer  any  delight  is,  the  more 
excellent.  Now,  there  are  no  chriftal  ftrcams  flowing  (6  purely 
firom  the  fountain,  no  beams  of  light  fo  unmixed  from  the  fan, 
as  the  loves  and  delights  of  thefe  holy  and  glorious  perfons  were : 
.the  holy,  holy,  holy  Father  embraced  the  thrice  holy  Son  with 
ft  moft  holy  delight  and  love. 

(4.)  Confider  the  conftancy  of  this  delight :  It  was  from  e- 
TerlaHing,  as  in  verfe  23.  and  from  eternity  ;  it  never  fufiered 
one  moment's,  interruption :  The  evef'flowing  fountain  of 
/God's  delight  and  love  never  ftopt  its  courfe,  never  ebbed  ;  bnt 
as  hcfpeaks  in  the  text,  "  I  was  daily  his  delight,  rejoicing  al- 
••  ways  before  him."  Once  more,  confider  the  fulneis  of  that 
.delight,  tlA  perfeAion  of  that  pleafure ;  /  was  delights  :  So  the 
'word  is  in  its  original  $  not  only  plural,  delights^  all  delights^ 
but  alfo  in  the  abftra6t,  delight  itfclf  :  as  afterwards  from  the 
abuodance  of  his  forrows,  he  was  ftiled,  a  man  of  forrows ;  fo 
Jhere,  from  the  fulnefs  of  his  delights  :  .as  tho'  you  ihould  iay» 
even  conftitured  and  made  up  of  plenfure  and  delight. 

3.  Once  more,  let  us  confider  it  comparatively^  and  this 
jRate  will  yet  appear  niore  glorious,  comparing  it  with  cither 
die  choiceft  delights  thatone  creature  takes  in  another,  or  that 
God  takes  in  the  creatore,  or  that  the  creatures  takes  in  God  : 
meafure  thefe  immenie  delights  betwixt  the  Father  and  his 
Son,  by  either  of  thefe  lines,  andyop  (hall  find  them  infinite- 
ly  ftiort :  For,  { i .)  Tho*  the  delights  that  creatures  take  in  each 
other,  be  fometimes  a  great  delight ;  fuch  was  Jacob's  delight  ia 
Benjamin,  whole  life  is  fiud  to  be  bound  up  in  the. lad's  hje^  a 
dear  and  high  expreflion.  Gen.  xliv.  30.  Such  was  that  of  Jo- 
nathan in  David,  whole  foul  was  knit  with  his  foul,  *'andhe 
**  loved  him  as  his  own  foul,"  i  Sam.  iX\w  i.  and  fuch  is  the  de- 
light  of  one  friend  in  anpther ;  ''  there  is  a  friend  that  is  as  a 

Voi..  I.  .  jG  -         . 
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"  man^g  own  foul,"  Dent.  xiii.  6.  f  yet  all  this  \%  but  creature* 
delight,  andcao  ia  nopartictdar  equal  the  delights  betwixt  the 
iFather  and  Son ;  for  this  is  but  a  finite  delight,  according 
to  the  meafure  and  abilities  of  creatures,  but  that  is  infiaite, 
fuitable  to  the  infinite  perfeAion  of  the  divine  being :  this  is 
always  mixed,  that  perfedtly  pure,  (z.)  Or  if  you  compare 
it  with  the  delight  that  God  takes  in  the  creatures ;  it  is  confef** 
fed  that  God  takes  great  delight  in  fome  creatures.  *'  The  Lor4 
*'  takes  pleafure  in  his  faints,  he  rejoices  over  them  with  fingiBg! 
**  and  refte  thin  his  love, ''Zeph.iii.  17.  Ifa.4xii.  5.  Bntyetthm 
is  a  great  diiTerence  betwixt  his  delight  in  creatures,  and  his 
delights  in  Chrift ;  for  all  his  delight  in  the  faints  isfecondary^ 
and  for  Chrift's  fake ;  but  his  delights  in  ChriA  are  primary^ 
and  for  his  own  fake  :  wtare  accepted  in  the  beloved,  £ph.  i.  6. 
he  is  bdoved,  and  accepted  for  himfelf.  (3.)  To  conclude, 
compare  it  once  more  with  the  delights  that  the  beft  of  crea« 
.  tures  take  in  God,  and  Chrift,  and  it  aifuft  be  confefled  that  is 
a  choice  delight,  and  a  tranfcendent  love,  with  which  they  love 
and  delight  in  him ;  *  Pfal.  xxiii.  75.  "  Whom  have  1  io  bea- 
''  ven  but  thee  I  and  on  earth  there  is  none  that  I  defire  befides 
**  thee."  What  pangs  of  love,  what  raptures  of  delight  did  th» 
fooufe  expreB  to  Chrift  ?  "  O  thou  whom  my  foul  loveth  !  '*  But 
iurely  oar  delight  in  God  is  no  perfedl  rule  to  meafure  his  de* 
light  in  Chrift  by  :  for  our  love  to  God'(at  the  beft)  is  ilill  ira- 
perfeQ ;  that's  the  burden  and  conftant  complaint  of  iaints, 
but  this  is  perfeA :  ours  is  inconftant,  up  and  down,  ebbing  and 
flowing,  but  this  is  conftant.  So  then,  to  conclude ;  the  cooditi^ 
on  and  ftate  of  Jefus  Chrift  before  his  incarnation,  was  a  ftatc  of 
higheft  and  matchlefs  delight,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  Father. 
^  The  ufes  follow. 

Ufc  ff  Information, 
Inference  i.  What  an  aftoniftiing  aft  of  love  was  this  theo^ 
for  the  Father  to  give  the  delight,  the  darling  of  his  foul,  out 
of  his  very  bofom,  for  poor  finners  !  all  tongues  muft  needs  pauib 
and  falter,  that  attempt  theexpreifion  of  his  grace ;  -expreffioo€ 
being  here  fwallowed  up :  <*  God  io  loved  the  world,  that  h€ 
♦'  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,"  John  iii.  16.  IJere  is  ^Jic  with^ 

*  Am9  Uf  Dopihre,  phfquam  meos^  plufquam  mta^  plufqumm 

'  we^  i.  e.  O  Lord,  I  love  thee  above  all  my  relatioDs,  above  all  thai 

^     is  miae,  above  myfelf.     Bern. 

I      Suppofe  (faith  ooe)  there  were  a  hell  betwixt  me  and  Chrift^  and 

I  Ckn^  {hould  fay,  put  in  ttty  foot  and  come  thioiiglij  Q^  ttou  ^^ft^ 

I  have  aone  of  me,  Mrould  I  not  dait  i 
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eatzjicut.\  <b  Iierved  tbem  I  how  did  be  lo^e  thear?  niay,  hti^ 
you  rnaft  excufe  the  tongoes  of  adgels ;  which  of  ns  would 
deliver  a  child,  the  child  of  odr  delights,  an  oaly  child,  te 
d.^ath  for  the  greatcft  inheritaoce  in  the  world  ?  what  tender 
parent  can  endure  a  parting  pull  with  inch  a  child  ?  when  Hi- 
^ar  was  takitig  her  laft  leave  (as  (he  thought)  of  her  Iflunae^ 
Gen.  xxt.  i6.  the  text  £uth,  **  Oie  went  and  fat  her  down  over 
*'  againft  him,  a  good  way  off :  for  flie  &id,  Let  me  not  fee  the 
**  death  of  the  Child.  And  (he  (at  over-againft  him,  and  lift  up 
**  her  voice,  and  wept :' '  though  (be  were  none  of  the  heft  mo* 
thersy  nor  he  the  beU  of  children,  yet  (he  could  not  give  up  the 
child.  O  it  was  hard  to  part !  what  an  outcry  did  David  make« 
,  eren  for  an  Ab&lom !  wifhing  he  had  died  for  him.  What  a 
iiole  (as  I  may  fay)  hath  the  death  of  fittse  children  made  ift 
^e  hearts  of  fbme  parents,  which  will  never  be  doied  up  im 
&is  world  f  yet  fu^ely,  never  did  any  child  lie  ib  clefe  to  a  pa« 
rent's  heart,  as  Chrift  did  to  his  Father's ;  and  yet  he  willingly 
parts  with  him,  though  his  only  one,  the  Son  of  his  delights^ . 
md  that  to  death,  a  curfed  death,  for  finners,  for  the  worft  of 
fioners.  0  miranda  Dei  fhiknthropia  /  matchleis  love !  a  love 
paft  finding  out  I  Let  all  men  therefore,  in  the  bufmeis  of  their 
redemption,  give  equal  glory  to  the  Father  with  the  Son,  John 
V.  23.  if  die  Father  had  0ot  loved  thee,  hd  had  never  parted  wiih 
fiich  a  Son  for  thee. 

Infer.  2.  From  one  wonder  let  your  Ibuis  turn  to  another^ 
lor  they  are  now  in  the  midft  of  wonders  :  adore,  and  be  for  ever 
ailoniftied  at  the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  poor  Tinners ;  that  ever 
he  (hould  con(ent  to  leave  fuch  a  boibm,  and  the  ineffable  delights 
that  were  there,  for  fueh  poor  worms  as  we  are.  Oh  heights, 
depths, -l^gths,  and  breadths  of  unmeafurable  love!  O  fee,  ' 
Horn  V.  ($>7^  8.  read,  and  wonder;  how  is  the  love  of  Chrift 
commended  iWavilhing  drcumftanceS  to  poor  fipners  ♦  t  Yoo 
iroald  be  loth  to  leave;a  creature's  bofom,  a  comfortable dwelliop^ 
a  fsk  eftate  for  the  beft  friend  in  the  world ;  your  fouls  are  lotb 
to  kave  their  bodies,  though  they  have  no  fuch  great  content 
there ;  but  which  of  you,  if  ever  yon  found  by  experience  what 

G  a 

*  It  is  admirable  that  Chrift  (houJd  not  only  put  himfelf  out  of 
eomfort,  but  alfo  from  the  edjoyment  of  that  manifefted  glory  and 
honour  he  might  have  retained  to  himfelf ;  for  he  prayeth  here  foif 
lliat  glory  which  he  had  widi  the  Father  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  :  he  had  it  in  rig^f^  but  not  ia  pofeJpM  :  be  voluntarily  di^ 
tefted  lumfelf  of  thai  to  accomplilh  our  redemption*    Murgejft  oik 
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it  is  to  be  in  thebofom  of  God  by  divioe  commiiiuoo,  wooid  be 
perPuaded  to  liave  fuch  a  bofom  for  all  the  good  that  is  in  the 
world  ?  and  yet  Jelbs  Chrift,  who  was  embraced  ia  that  bofom 
after  another  raaoner  than  ever  you  were  acqaaiated  with,  fredy 
left  it,  aod  laid  down  the  giory  aod  riches  he  enjoyed  there,  for 
Jour  lakes ;  and  as  the  Father  loved  him ;  even  lb  (believers)  harh 
beloved  you,  John  xvii*  22.  What  mannerof  loveis  this  !  Who 
ever  loved  as  ChnA  loves  ?  Who  ever  denied  himfelf  for  Chrift, 
as  Chrifb denied  himfelf  for  OS  ? 

Infer.  3.  Hence  we  are  informed,  That  intereft  in  Jc&$ 
Chrift  is  the  true  way  to  all  fpirittial  preferment  in  heaven.  Dd 
you  covet  to  be  in  the  heart,  in  the  favour  and  delight  of  God  i 
Get  intereft  in  Jefus  Ghrift,  and  you  (hall  prefently  be  there; 
What  old  Ifrael  laid  of  the  children  of  his  beloved  Jofeph,  Thy 
children  are  my  children ;  the  fame  God  faith  of  all  the  dear 
children  of  Chrift,  Gen.  xlviii.  5,  9.  You  fee  among  men,  all 
things  are  carried  by  intereft :  perfons  rife  in  this  world  as  they 
are  befriended  ;  preferment  goes  by  favour :  So  'ds  to  heavea, 
perfons  arc  preferred  according  to  their  intereft  in  the  beloved, 
£ph.  i.  9.  Chrift  is  the  great  favourite  in  heaven  :  his  image 
upon  your  fouls,  and  his  name  in  your  prayers^  makes  both  ac* 
cepted  with  God. 

Infer.  4.  How  worthy  is  Jefus  Chrift  of  all  our  love  and  6e* 
lights  ?  You  fee  how  infinitely  the*  Father  delighteth  in  him,  how 
he  ravifties  the  heart  of  God ;  and  fhall  he  not  ravifti  our  hearts  f 
Iprefentyou  a  Chrift  this  day,  able  to  ravifh  any  foul  that 
wilt  but  view  and  confider  him.     O  that  you  did  but  fee  this 
lovely  Lord  Jefns  Chrift!  Then  would  you  go  home  lick  of 
love  :  furely  he  is  a  drawing  Saviour,  John  xii.  32.    W^y  do  ye 
jlavifh  away  you»precious,afFeftions  upon  vanity?  Nona  but 
j  Ciirift  is  worthy  ^  them  :  when  you  fpend  your  precious  af- 
I  feftions  upon  other  objefts,  what  is  it  but  to  dig  for  drofs  with 
f  golden  mattocks  ?  The  Lord  direct  our  hearts  intathe  low  ^ 
*^/jrtfi,     O  that  our  hearts,  loves  and  delights  did  meet  and  con- 
centre with  the  heart  of  God  in  this  moft  bleflcd  objeft  !  O  let 
him  that  left  God's  bofom  for  you,  be  embofomed  by  you, 
though  yours  be  nothing  to  God's ;  he.  that  left  God's  bofom  for 
you,  deferves  yours. 

^  infer.  '5.  If  Chrift  be  the  beloved  darling  of  the  Father's  foul» 
think  what  a  grievous  and  unfufFerable  thing  it  is  to  the  heart 
of  God,  to  fee  Jiis  dear  Son  defpifed,  flighted,  and  rejefted  by 
finners  :  verily,  there  is  no  fach  cut  to  the  heart  of  God  in  the 
VhQle  world..  .  Unbelievers  trample  upon  God's  darling,  tread 
UAdtr  foot  him  that  etsrnaily  lay  in  his  bofom,  Heb»  x.  ;'y.  Ssut^ 


Skrm.il  '  The  F&w^am  ^  L^ti  5^ 

the  apple  of  hte  e]re»  and  how  God  will  bear  x\i%  that  parable. 
Mat.  XXI.  37,  to  40.  wiU  iaformyoii;  furely  he  vviil  miferably 
deftroy  fucfa  wretched  fmners.  if  voq  would  ftady  to  do  God 
the  greateft  defpight^  there  is  none  like  this.  What  a  difmal 
word  is  that ; .  1  Qor.  xvi.  22.  ^Mf  any  man  love  not  our  Lord 
"  -Jefus  Chrift,  let  him  be  Anathfma  Maraoatha/*  (i.  e.)  let  the 
great  curfe  of  God  lie  upon  that  man  till  the  Lord  come.  O 
ii  Doers!  you  (hall  one  day 'know  the  price  of  this  fin;  you 
ihall  feel  what  it  is  to  defpife  a  Jefus,  that  is  able  to  com- 
pel love  from  the  hardeft  heart.  O  that  you  would  flight  him 
BO  more  !  O  that  this  day  your  hearts  might  fall  in  love  with 
him !  I  tell  you,  if  you  wbold  fet  your  love  to  falc»  none  bids  fo 
fair  for  it  as  Chrift.    .  * 

2.  Ufe(f  Exhortation.  ^ 

1 .  To  faiats  :  If,  Chrift  lay  eternally  in  this  bofom  of  love,  and 
yet  was  content  to  fori'ake  and'  leave  it  for  your  fakes ;  then, 
(i.)  Be  you  ready  to  for  fake  and  Icavfe  all  the  comforts  yoq 
have  on  earth  for  ChriU  ;  famous  Galleacius  left  all  Tor  his  enjoy- 
ment. Mdes  left  all  the  glory  of  Eygpt :  Peter,  and  the  other 
apoftles  left  all,  Luke  xviii.  28.  But  what  have  we  to  leave 
for  Cbrilt  in  comparifon  of  what  he  left  for  us  i  Snrely  Chrifl  is 
the  higheft  pattern  of  felf-denial  in  the  world.  (2.)  Let  thb 
confirm  your  faith  in  prayer :  if  he,  that  has  fuch  an  interefl  iQ 
the  heart  of  God,  intercede  with,  the  Father  for  you,  then  never 
donbt  of  audience  and  acceptance  wich  him ;  furely  you  (hall  be 
accepted  through  the  beloved,  £ph.  i.  6.  Chrift  was  never  de- 
nied ^y  thing  that  be  asked,  John  xi.  42.  the  Father  hears  hini 
always ;  though  you  are  not  worthy,  Chrift  Is,  and  he  ever  lives 
to  make  iBtercelBon  for  you,  Heb.  vii.  25. 

(3.)  Let  this  encourage  thy  heart,  O  faint,  in  a  dyin^  hour, 
and  not  only  make  thee  patient  in  death,  but  in  a  holy  man- 
per  impatient  till  thou  be  gone ;  for  whither  is  thy  ibul  now 
going,  but  to  that  bofom  of  love  whence  Chrifl  came  ?  John 
9&vii.  24.  *'  Father,  I  will  that  they  alfo  whom  thou  haft  given 
*'  me,  be  with  me  where  I  am :"'  and  where  is  he,  but  in  that 
bofom  of  glory  and  love  where  he  lay  before  the  world  was  ? 
verfe  5.  O  then  let  cvery^bclicver  encourage  his  foiul ;  comfort 
ye  one  another  with  thefe  words,  I  am  leaving  the  bofom  of  0 
Cieature,  I  am  going  to  the  bofom  of  God. 

2.  To  fmners,  exhorting  them  to  embrace  the  bofom  fbn 
of  God  :  Poor  wretches  !  Whatever  you  are,  or  have  been  ; 
whatever  guilt  or  4ifcc>uragement  at  prefent  you  lie  under, 
embrace  Chrift^  who  is  freely  offered  you,  and  you  (hall  be 
1^  ^x  to  God  as  th^  boUeil  and  xxxqH  eminent  bciiever  in  the 
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^drMt  iHlt  if  f6n  ftill  cofttkiQ^  to  diefpifif  tnd  tieglc^t  ftdit 
Saviour,  forer  wrath  is  tretftifed  up  fdr  yoo  thaa  other  findes^ 
even  fomcthicg  worfe  tbao  dfing  without  mercy,  Heb«  x.  2^ 
O  that  thde  arTcoveriet  aod  o?erlore9  of  Chrift  may  never  come 
to  filch  i  fiicai  ifluc  with  suiy  of  your  ibols,  in  whole  eyes  hit 
l^dry  bftCh  bceo  this  day  opened !        . 
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Cptm  the  Gof  eaant  of  Redemption  betwixt  the  Fathcf 
and  the  Redeemer. 

tsK,  fill.  It,  Thireforiwill I dhide  hirtt  apertUn  v>ith  fhegteat^ 
and  he  JbaU  £vide  the  fpoil  with  the  Jlrong,  becdxife  he  hati 
poured  out  his  foul  unto  death  :  and  he  was  numbered  iDtth  the 
tranfgrefforSt  and  he  bare  the  Jin  ^  tnany,  and  made  intercej^ 
mfor  the  tranfgriffirs. 

IN  this  chapter,  the  gofpel feems  to  be  epitomized ;  the  fbb- 
jeft- matter  of  it  is  the  death  of  Chrid,  and  the  glorious  if- 
fue  thereof:  by  reading  of  it,  the  Ennuch  of  old,  and  many 
Jews  (ince,  have  been  converted  to  Chrift.  Chrift  is  here  cod* 
fidered  ab/olutefy,  and  relatively ;  Abfoiutely,  and  lb  his  inno* 
cency  is  indaftriouQy  vindicated,  verfe  9.  Though  he  fbfi&red 
grievous  things,  yet  not  for  his  own  fins,  ''for  he  had  done  no 
^  violence,  neither  wks  any  decei  t  in  his  mouth  ;*'  bu  t  relativelf 
confidered  in  the  capacity  of  a  furety  for  us  :  lb  the  juUice  df 
God  is  as  fully  vindicated  in  his  fufferings ;  verle  6.  "  The  Lord 
•*  hath  laid  upon  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.**  How  he  came  to 
fuflain  this  capacity  and  relation  of  a  furety  for  us,  is  in  thfeie 
verfes  pldi^Iy  alTerted  to  be  by  his  compaA  and  agreementSvith 
his  Father  ♦,  before  the  worlds  were  made,  verfe  10,  ii,  la. 
In  this  vcrfc  we  have,  i.  His  work.    2.  His  reward.   3,  The 

♦  Norton's  Orthodox  Evangelijl,  p.  41.  'The  call  of  the  Lord 
Jelas  unto  office,  includes  eleSion  on,  the  father's  part,  aod  accep-* 
tation  on  the  Mediator's  part,  and  is  fet  down  after  the  lAabner  ai 
iDutual  traoiafllon  between  God  and  Chrift ;  whereby  he  w4s  deligji- 
ed  thereunto,  as  it  were  by  way  of  covenant.  If  his  foul  (hoold  tet 
ftfetf  an  otfering  for  fin,  {hr  fo,  according  to  the  original,  do  goofl 
authors  read  the  text)  ^  he  (Kail  fee  his  feed,  prolong  his  days,  and 
«<  the  pkafere  of  ^le  L^rd-flud)  proper  in  hiahaiMt/^  vecff  ]^« 


refpcA  or  rdatiOB  pf  each  to  the  other.  (i.)Hkwoiki  which 
^as  indeed  a  hard  work,  to  pour  gut  his  foul  unto  deaths  aggra- 
vated by  the  compaaloqs,  with  whom,  bting  numbrtd  n»iih  tranf' 
grejffirs :  the  capacity  in  which,  bearing  all  the  fins  of  the  tlttk^ 
**  he  bare  the  fins  of  maoy  ;"and  by  the  manner  of  his  bearing 
it,  viz,  meekly,  and  forgivingly^  **  he  made  iatcrceffion  for  the 
'*«  tranlgrcffors  ;"  This  was  his  work.  (2.)  The  reward  or  fmic 
which  is  promifed  him  for  this  work,  **  th^efore  will  I  divide 
^*  him  a  portion  with  the  great,  and  he  will  divide  the  fpml  witk 
*'  the  ftrong  ^"  wherein  is  a  plain  allufion  to  ^oquerors  in  war, 
for  whom  are  referved  the  richeft  garments,  aDd  mofi  honour- 
^le  captives  to  follow  the  conqueror,  as  an  addition  to  his  mag* 
luHcenceand  triumph;  thefe  were  wont  to  come  after  them  in 
chains,  Ifa.  xlv.  14.  fee  Judges  v.  3,  (3.)  The  rcfpeft  or  rdatioa 
|}etwixt  that  work  and  this  triumph :  fome  will  have  this  work 
to  have  no  other  relation  to  that  glory,  than  a  meer  antecedent  to 
a  confequent :  others  give  it  the  refpeA  and  relation  of  a  merito« 
rious  cairfe  to  a  reward.  *Tis  well  obferved  by  Dr.  Featly,  that 
the  Hebrew  particle  73^  which  we  render  therefore,  noting  or- 
:der,  it  is  not  worth  (o  much  contention  about  it,  whether  it  be 
the  ordtT of  cauJaKty J  or  meer  otHecendency  s  neither  do  I  fdreiee 
any  abfurdity  in  calliog  ChnH's  eicaltation  the  reward  and  fruit 
of  his  humiliation :  howjiver  'tis  plain,  whether  one  or  other,  His 
that  the  Father  hereagrees  and  promifes  to  give  him,  if  he  will  un«  ^ 
jdertake  the  redemption  of  the  eleA,  by  pouridg  out  his  foul  nnto 
death  ;  of  aU  which  this  is  the  plain  refult  1 

I>ocT.  That  the  bufinefs  of  marCs  fahation  tvas  trdnfalfed 
tipon  covenant  terms ,  hetwxt  the  Father  and  the  Son^from 
aU  eternity. 

I  would  not  here  be  mi  (taken,  as  though  1  were  now  to  treat 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  made  in  ChriH  betwixt  God  and  us ; 
it  13  not  the  covenant  of  grace,  but  of  redemption,  I  am  now 
to  fpeak  to,  which  difCers  from  the  covenant  of  grace,  lure- 
gard  of  the  federates)  in  this,  'tis  God  the  Father,  and  Jefus 
Chriil:,  that  mutually 'covenant;  in  tliat,  'tis  God  and  man: 
they  differ,  alio  in  the  preceptive  part ;  In  this  it  h  required  of 
Clu-iA  that  he  ibould  filed  his  blood,  in  that  it  is  required  of 
tis  that  we  believe :  They  alio  differ  in  their  prmifes  ;^'m  this, 
-Ced  promiibs  to  Chriil  a  natne  above  every  name,'  ample  d6- 
fnioioii  from  fea  to  <ea ;  In  that,  to  ns,  grace  and  ^ory :  id 
that  thefe  are  twodifl^inft  convenants/ 

ThQ  fabflance  of*  thi#  coveaaat.^  fedaop^en  is*  dialogue* 
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wife,  cxprcis'd  to  us  in  lla.  xllx  \  ;  where  (as  divines  have  weH 
obferved)  Chrift  begins,  at  the  lirft  and  iecon4  verfes,  aod 
thews  his  commiffion,  telling  his  Father,  how  he  had  both  cal- 
^d,  and  prepared  him  for  the  work  of  redemption ;  The  Lord 

hath  called  me  from  the  -womb he  hath  made  my  mouth  like  a 

Jbarp/word,  and  made  me  a  polijhed  Jhaft^  &c.  q.  d.  by  rca- 
fon  of  that  ibpcr  abundant  meaiure  oF  the  fpiritot  wifdomaod 
power  wherewith  f  am  anointed  and  filled  ;  my  do£lrine  (ball| 
asaiword,  pierce  the  hearts  of  fmners;  yea,  like  an  arrow, 
drawn  to  the  head,  ftrike  deep  into  louls  ftanding  at  a  great 
diftance  from  God  and  godlinefs. 

Having  told  God  how  ready,  and  fit  he  was  for  his  fervice, 
he  will  know  of  him  what  reward  he  fhall  have  for  hi*-work; 
for  he  rcfolves  his  blood  (hall  not  be  undervalued  :  hereupon, 
verfc  3.  the  Father  ofiers  him  the  eleft  of  Ifrael  for  his  reward, 
.bidding  low  at  firft  (as  they  that  make  bargains  ufe  to  do)  aod 
only  ofiers  him  that  ihiall  remnant,  flill  intending  to  bid  high- 
er: but  Chriil  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  the[e,  he  values  bis 
blood  higher  than  io  :  therefore  in  verfe  4.  he  is  brought  ia 
.complaining,  *'  I  have  laboured  in  vain,  and  fpent  my  fircDgth 
•*  for  nought,"  q.  d>  This  is  but.a  fmall  reward  for  fo  greata  fuf- 
•  feringas  I  muA  u|idergo  ;  my  blood  is  much  more  worth  thaa 
;  this  comes  to,  and  will  be  fuflici^nt  to  redeem  ail  the  eleft  di- 
fperfed  amo^g  the  ifles  of  the  Gentiles,  as  well  as  the  loIKbeep 
.of  the  houfc  of  Ifrael.     Hereupon  the  Father  comes  up  higha, 
and  tells  him,:  he  intends  to  reward  him  better  than  io%  zxA 
therefore,  vert  6.  fays,  **  It  is  a  light  thing  that  thou  fhouldft 
•*  be  my  iervant  to  raife  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  reflore 
, "  the  preferyed  of  Kracl :  I  will  alfo  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the 
•*  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayeft  be  my  (alvation  to  the  ends  of  the 
"  earth."  Thus  is  the  treaty  carried  on  betwixt  them,  tranfafi- 
ingja  after  the  manner  of  men. 

Now,  to  open  this  great  point,  we  will  here  confidcr,  (i.) 
The  pcrfons  tranfadling  one  with  another,  (2.).  The  bufincft 
tranfafted,  (3.)  The  quality  and  manner  of  the  tranfaaioo, 
which  is  federal.  (4.)  The  articles  to  which  they  agree  (5.) 
How  each  perfon  performs  his  engagement  to  the  other,  im 
lafily.  The  antiquity  or  eternity  of  this  covenant- tranfaftion. 

(i.)  The  perfons  tranfadiing  and  dealing  with  each  other  it 
this  covenant ;  and  indeed  they  are  great  perfons,  God  the  fa- 
ther, and  God  the  Son ;  the  former  as  a  Creditor,  and  the  lat- 
,  ter  as  a  Surety  :  1  he  Father  ftands  upon  lali^faftion,  the  Soa 
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^engages  to  give  it.  If  it  be  demanded,  why  the  Father  and  th« 
Spirit  might  not  as  well  have  treated  upon  our  redemption,  as 
the  Father  and  Son  !  It  is  anfwercd,  Chrift  is  the  natural  Son  of 
God,  and  therefore  fittefl  to  make  us  the  adopted  fons  of  God; 
Chrift  alfo  is  the  middle  perfon  in  the  trinity,  and  therefore  fit- 
ted to  be  the  mediator  and  middle  perfon  betwixt  us  and  God  *• 
The  Spirit  hath  another  office  affigned  him,  even  to  apply,  as 
Chrift 's  vicegerent,  the  redemption  deiigned  by  the  Father,  and 
purchafed  by  the  Son  for  us. 

(2.)  The  bufinefs  tranfafted  betwixt  them ;  and  that  was  the 
redemption  and  recovery  of  all  God's  cleft  :  our  eternal  hap* 
/  pineis  lay  now  before  them,  our  deareft  and  everlafting  con* 
cems  were  now  In  their  hands  ;  the  cleft  (though  not  yet  in  be- 
.ing)  are  here  coniidered  as  exiftent,  yea,  and  as  fallen,  mifer- 
ablc,  forlorn  creatures  f :  How  thefe  may  again  be  reflored  to 
h^ppinek  (falvajuflitia  Dei)  Without  prejudice  to  the  honour, 
juftice,  and  truth  of  God;  this,  this  is  the  bufineis  that  lay  be- 
jforethem. 

(3.)  For  the  manner,  or  quality  of  the  tranfeftion,  it  was  fe^ 
derail  or  of  the  nature  of  a  covenant ;  it  was  by  mutual  en-' 
gagements  and  ftipulations,  each  perfon  undertaking  to  perform 
his  part,  in  order  to  our  recovery. 

We  find  each  perfon  undertaking  for  himfelf  by  folemn  pro* 
mife;  the  Father  promifeth  that  he  will  "  hold  his  hand,  and 
^*  keep  him,''  Ifa.  xlii.  6.  Th^  Son  pfomifeth  he  will  obey  his 
Father's  call  to  fuffering,  and  "  tot  be  rebellious,"  Ifa.  1.  5,  And, 
jhaving  promifed,  each.holds  th^  other  to  his  eoigagemept.  The 
Father  ftands  upon  the  fatisfaftion  promiied  him  :  and,  when  the 
payment  was  making,  he  will  not  abate  him  one  farthing ;  Rom. 
r  Till.  3:^.  "God  fpared  not  his  own  Son,"  i.  e^  he  abated  n6" 
i    thing  of  the  full  price  he  was  to  have  at  his  hands  for  us. 

And,  as  the  Father  ftpod  ftriftly  upon  the  terms  of  the  cove» 
■:^    bant,  fo  did  Chiift  alfo  ;  John  xvii.  45.  ''  I  have  glorified  thee 

^'  ■                        "                        , 

!n  ♦  Vide  Robert'/  Medulla  Bih.f.  1577,  et  Lyf  Tefl.  p.  83,  84* 

.ft  t  The  external  caufe  of  that  lacisfadion,  which  the  Fa;ther  de* 

w;  creed,  and  the  Son  made,  was  the  miferable  flate  we  were  in,  upoii 

p  the  account  of  our  fins,  which  juftly  deferred  eternal  panifhment^ 

^;,  and  bound  us  ovei^  unto  it ;  we  beihg  in  this  forlorn  condition,  the 

.^  Cod  of  mercy  had  compaiSon  on  us,  and  for  our  fakes,  the  Son  of 

^ .  God  underwent  all  that  puoi(hment  which  we  deferved  to  fuffer  ;  ia 

^  '•  Girder  diat  we  might  be  reflfared  to  our  firft  happinefa.    S^np^,  /#- 

*  rhr.  TbeoL  p.  350^ 
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**  Ob  eartH,  (faith  he  to  the  Father)  I  havefinifhed  the  work 
••  thon  gaTcft  me  to  do;  and  oow,  Father,  glorify  me  widi 
«*  thine  own  (elf:"  As  if  he  had  faid.  Father,  the  work  is  doiic» 
now  where  is  the  wages  I  was  promifcd  ?  1  call  for  glory  as  my 
due,  as  much  my  due  as  the  hire  of  the  laboor^r  is  his  doe,  whea 
-  Ms  work  is  done. 

'  4.  More  pardculariy ;  we  will  next  confider  .the  artides 
to  which  they  do  both  agree ;  or,  what  it  is  that  each  perfoA 
doth  for  himfelf  promiie  to  the  other.  And,  to  let  as  fee  boW 
tnach  the  Father's  heart  is  engaged  in  the  fairation  of  pcx>r  lio- 
ners,  there  are  five  things  which  he  promifeth  to  do  for  Chrifri 
if  he  will  undertake  that  work. 

Firfi,  He  promifeth  to  inveft  him/  and  anoint  him  to  a 
threefold  office,  anfwerable  to  themiiery  that  lay  upon  the  e«. 
ic€t,  as  fo  many  bars  to  all  communion  with,  and  enjoyment 
of  God ;  for,  if  ever  man  be  rcftored  to  that  happinefs,  the 
bltndnefs  of  his  mind  mad  be  cored,  the  goilt  of  fm  expiated, 
and  his  captivity  to  fin  led  captive :  anfwerably,  Cbrift  muft, 
*^  of  God,  be  made  unto  ns,  wHdom,  righteoufhefs,  faoftificati- 
•*'  on  and  redemption,"  i  Cor.  i.  30.  And  he  is  made  lo  to  us  as 
our  Prophet,  priefi^  and  king :  but  he  could  not  put  himfelf 
into  either  of  thefe  ;  for  if  fo,  he  h^  aftcd  without  commiffi- 
on,  and  confeque\itly  all  he  did  had  been  invailed  ;  Heb.  v.  ;. 
'•  Chrift  glorified  not  himlelf  to  be  made  a  High  Prieft,  but  ht 
'•*  that  faid  unto  him,  Thon  art  my  Son.*'  A  con^mifiion  there- 
fore to  afl*  authoritatively,  in  thefe  offices,  being  nectflary  to  our 
•recovery,  the  Father  engages  to  him  tofeal  him  inch  a  threefoti 
<x>mmiffioQ. 

.  He  promiieth  to  inveft  him  with  an  eternal  and  royafl  priefr- 
Jhood,  Pfal.  ex.  4.  **  The  Lord  hath  fworn,  and  will  not  repent ; 
"  Thou  art  a  prieft  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec.*' 
.This  Melchiiedec  bemg  king  of  Rightcoufnefs,  and  king  of  ^a- 
7^m,  that  is,  Peace^  h:ad  a  royal  prieAhood ;  and  bis  defcent  not 
being  reckoned,  it  had  an  adumbration  of  eternity  in  it,  and  fo 
;was  more  apt  to  tfpe  and  fhadow  forth  tbd  prteftood  of  Chxiil 
than  Aaron*s  was,  Heb.  vii.  16,  17,  24, 15.  as  the  apoftle  ac- 
commodates them  there. 

He  promifeth  moreoirer  to  make  him  a  Prophet,  and  that  ati 
-extraordinary  one,  even  the  prince  of  prophets  ;  the  chief  fhcp- 
herd,  as  much  fnperior  to  alt  others,  as  the  fdn  is  to  the  leflinr 
'ftars;  fo  you  have  it,  Ifa.  xlii.  6,  7.  "  I  will  give  thee  for  a  light 
*•'  to  the  Gerftiles,  to  opca.4he  bKnd  eyes,"  ire. 

And  not  only  fo,  but  r^^  malce  hin^  king  alfo^  and  that  pf  thfe 
whole  empire  of  the  world  j  fePfalna.  ii.  6,  7,  8.  **  Asif«f'»Cj 


^*  aod  I  will  gMre  thee  the  Heathen  for  tbioe  inheritanoe,  and  the 
•  •  Qtmoft  end^of  the  earth  for  thy  pofleQioa."  Thus  be  promir 
ieth  to  qualify  and  furuUh  htm  completely  for  the  work,  by  hia 
in veftiture  with  this  threefold  office. 

Stc^mdfy,  And  forafinnch  as  he  koew  it  was  a  hard  and  di£- 
ificoit  work  his  Son  was  to  undertake,  a  work  that  would  have 
broken  the  backs  of  all  the  angels  in  heaven,  a^d  men  on  earth* 
fiad  they  eog^ed  in  it ;  therefore  he  promiftth  to  iUnd  by  him, 
aad  aflift  and  ftrengtbf a  him  for  it :  fo»  Ifa.  xlii.  5,  6,  7.  **  I 
''.  will  hdld  thy  hand/'  or  take  hold  of  thee  with  my  hand,  for 
lb  it  may  be  rendered  f  (i.  r.)  I  will  underprop  and  fupport  thy 
Immanityi  when  'tis  even  overwcishted  with  the  burden  that  is 
fo  come  upon  it,  and  ready  to  fink  down  under  it;  for  fo  yov 
icfiow  the  cafe  ftood  with  him,  Mark  xiv.  34.  aodfo  it  was  fore# 
told  of  lum,  [{a.  liii.  7.  <'  He  Was  opprefled/*  6rc.  and  indeed  the 
humanity  neodcll  a  prop  of  no  Ufs  ftrength  tbaa  the  infinite 
pQW^r  of  the  Godhead :  the  lame  promife  you  have  in  the  firft 
jirerfe  aUb,  **  Behold  my  fervant  whom  I  upbokL" 

Thirdly f  H^  promifeth  to  crown  his  work  with  fuccefs,  and 
iMrmg  it  to  an  happy  iflue,  !ia.  liii.  10.  **  He  Oiall  fee  his  feed; 
**  he  (hall  proloi^  his  days,  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  (hali 
^*  profperjn  his  hand."  He  (hall  not  bq^n,  imd  not  (inifli ;  his 
ilvall  not  ihed  bis  uovaluahle  blood  upon  huardoutf  terms  ;  but 
fbM  fee  and  reiy  die  fweet  frmts  thereof :  As  the  joyful  mother 
fofgets  her  pangs»  when  Ae  delightfoUy  embraces  and  kifies 
her  living  child. 

FouriMy,  The  Father  promiloth  to  accept  him  in  his  work, 
tho'  millions  (houM  eternally  peri(b,  ira.xlix.  4.  Surely  (faith  he) 
"  my  worjc  is  with  the  Lord."  And  verle  5.  'M  (hall  be  glo* 
"  rious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lcurd."  His  faith  had  therein  reipeft 
to  this  compaA  and  promile.  Accordingly,  the  Father  m^ifefts 
the  ^itia&£lion  he  bad  in  htm,  and  in  his  work,  even  while  he 
was  about  it  upon  the  earth,  when  there  cs^ne  fuch  a  **  voice 
<<  from  the  excelleilt  glory,  fiiying.  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
**  whom  lam  well  pleafed. 

Fifthly^  As  he  engaged  to  reward  him  highly  for  his  work,  by 
exalting  him  to  Angular  and  fuper-eminent  glory  and  honour^ 
when  he  ihonld  have  difpatdied  and  finilhed  it.  So  you  read, 
Pial.  ii.  7. ''  i  will  dedare  the  deaee ;  the  Lord  hatb  iaid  unto 

Ha 

t  I,  whofe  power  is  boundUft  and  infinite,  will  fo  befneodand 
fiipporc  thee,  tkat  all  thy  enemies  ftall  not  be  able  to  hurt  thee. 
MarJor^  onthisplace« 
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••  mcj  Thoa  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee."  T» 
fpoken  of  the  day  of  his  tefurredion,  vAxa  he  had  juft  fi6i(hed 
his  fufferifig.  And  fo  the  apoftie  expounds  and  applies  it^  A(k% 
xiii.  31,  33.  Fw  then  did  the  Lord  wipe  away  the  reproach  of 
his  crofs,  and  iitvefted  him  with  fnch  giory,  that  he  looked  like 
bimielf  again.  As  if  ihe  Father  had  faid,  Now  thou  }iaft  agaift 
recovered  thy  glory,  and  this  day  is  to  thee  as  a  new  birtfa»day. 

Thefeare  the  eiMSonragementsand  rewards  propofed,  and 
promiled  to  him  by  the^Father.  This  was  the  «'  joy  fet  before 
•*  him,"  (as  the  apoftk  phrafeih  it  in  Heb.  xii.  2.)>  which  made' 
him  fo  patiently  to  "  endure  the  crds,  and  defpiiethc  (hame/* 

And  in  like  manner,  Jefiis  Chrift  reftipulates,  and  gives  his 
•Dgagement  to  the  Father ;  that,  upon  thefe  terms,  he  is  6>ntenc 
to  be  made  fle(h,  toAveft,  as tt  were,  himfelf  of  his  glcM'y,  tocome 
tinder  the  obedience  and  maledidion  of  the  law,  and  not  to  re* 
fufe  any,  the  hardeft  fufieiings  It  (hould  pleafe  hie  Father  to  in* 
flift  on  him.  So  mucbis  implied  in  Ifa*  1.  5^  6,  7.  "The  Lord 
*'  hath  opened  mine  ear,  and  I  was  not  rebellious^  neitlier  tuf  ned 
•*  away  back ;  I  gave  my  back  to  the  fmiters,  and  my  cheeks  to 
**  them  that  pulled  ofFihe  hair;  I  hid  not  my  face  from  ftiamc  and 
•*  fpitting :  For  the  Lord  God  will  help  roe,  therefore  fliall  I  not 
**  be  confounded  ;  I  have  let  my  face  as  a  flint,  and  I  know  that  I 
^'  (hall  not  be  afhamed."  When  be  faith,  I  was  not  rebelUous^ 
inno  he  meaneth,  I  was  moft  heartHy  willing,  and  conteae 
to  accept  the  terms ;  for  there  is  a  Meiofig  in  the  words,  and 
much  more  is  intended  than  exprefied.  And  the  fenfe  of  tfak' 
place  is  well  delivered  to  us  wj  other  terms,  Pfal.  xl.  6^  7,  %,  9, 
to.  ^*  Then  faid  I,  lo  I  come,'i  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  God^ 
*'  thy  law  is  within  my  heart.'*  \  O  fee  with  what  a  full-  con- 
lent  the  heart  of  Chrift  dofeth  with  the  Father*s  ofifers  and  pro* 
poials  ;  like  feme  echo,  that  anfwers  ybur  voice  twice  or  thrice 
over.  So  doth  Chrift  here  anfwer  his  Father's  call,  "  £  oome,  I 
"  delight  to  do  thy  will ;  yH,  thy  law  is  in  my^hcart.'*  And 
thus  you  iee  the  artides  to  which  they  both  fublbibed,  fx  the 
terms  they  agreed  o^. 

(5.)  I  will  briefly  ihe^  how  thefe  articles,  and  agreem^ts 
were  on  both  parts,  performed,  and  that  pVecifely  add  punAually. 
For,  ( 1 .)  the  Son  having  tbus  coniented,  accordingly  he  applies 
,  himfelf  to  the  difcharge  of  Bs  work.  He  took  a  body»  in  it  ful* 
filled  all  rightcoufnefs,  even  a  title,  Matth.  iii.  15/  And  at  laft 
his  foul  was  mad^  an  ofTering  for  fin,  fo  that  he  could  (ay  as 
it  is,  John  xvH.  4.  .**  Father,  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth*  I 
f*  have  finiflied  the  work. thou  gaveft  me  to  do.**  He  went 
through  all  the  parts  of  bis  a^vci  aod  paffivcobe^soe^  thim^ 


ftilly  andfaithftilly.  {2.)  The  Fathcrmade  good  His  imgagements 

to  Chrift,  all  along,  with  no  iefsfaithfulncfs  than  Chrill  did  his* 

He  pronxifed  to  affi^,  and  hoU  fns  hand^  and  fo  he  did  ;  -Luke 

^  xxii.  21*  ''  Aad  there  appeared  to  him  an  aogel  from  heavta^ 

^  ftreagthning  him,"    That  was  one  of  the  foreft  brunts  that 

ever  Chrift  met  with  ;  this  was  feaibos^ble  aid  and  fucoonr. 

^  He  pFomifed  to  accept  him  in  his  work,  and  that  he  (hoald  be 

\  '        glorious  in  his  eyes ;  (b  he  did :  For  he  not  only  declared  it  bf 

a  voice  fr6m  heaven,  Luke  iil.  22.  *^  Thou  art  my  beloved  Soo» 

**  in  whom  I  am  well  pieaied  :''  But  it  was  fully  declared  in  his 

refurreftion  and  afcenfion,  which  were  a  full  difcharge  and  jn- 

fiificadon  of  him.     He  promi(ed  him  that  *'he  fhould  fee  bta 

•*  feed,"  and  fp  he  did ;  for  bis  very  birth-dew  was  as  the  dew 

of  the  momitip: ;  and  ever  fince  his  blood  hath  b^en  fruitful  in 

the  world.    He  promifed  glprioufly  to  reward  and  exalt  him  t 

'        and  £0  he  hath,  Phil.  ii.  9,  10,  x  i.  and  that  highly  and  fuper^ 

eininentlyy  *'  giving  him  a  name  above  every  name  in  heaven  and 

•*  earth.'*:    Thus  wete  the  articles  performed. 

(6.)  Laftly^  When  was  this  compaft  made  betwixt  the  Fa* 
thor  «id  the  Son  ?  i  anlWer,  it  bears  date  from  eternity  *.    Be- 
fore this  world  was  made,,  then  were  his  delights  in  us,  while 
as  yet  we  had  no  exigence,  but  only  in  the  infinite  mind  and 
^         purpofe  of  God,  who  had  decreed  this  for  us  in  Chrift  Jehxs,  a» 
\         the  apofile  fpeaks,  %  Tim.  i.  9.     What  grace  was  that  which 
f     ^  ^as  given  os  in  Cbrift  before  the  world  began,  but  this  grace  of 
redemption,  which  was  from  everlafting  thus  contrived  and  de** 
^  (igned  for  us,  in  that  way  which  hath  been  here  opened  }  Thea 

was  the  council,  or  confultation  of  peace  betwixt  them  both,  as 
fome  take  that  fcripture,  Zech;  vi.  13. 

Next  let  us  apply  it  to  ourfclves, 
-  Ufe  I.  The firft  ufe  that  pfFers  itfelf  to  us  from  hence.  Is  the 
abundant  fecurity  that  God  hath  given  the  eleSl  for  their  falvA' 
tion^  and  that  not  only  in  refpe&  of  the  covenant  of  grace  made 
with  them^  but  al/b  ^  this  covenant  cf  jredemption  made  with 
Chrift  for  them  ;  which  indeed  is  the  foundation  of  the  covenant 
tf  grace.  God's  fing^e  promife  is  fecurity  ienough  to  our  faith, 
bis  covenant  of  grace  adds,  ex  ahundanti,  farther  fecurity ;  but 
both  theie  viewed  as  the  effcCts  and  fruits  of  this  covenant  of  re« 
4emptiony  make  all  faft  and  fure.    In  the  covenant  of  grace,  we 

♦  Anttquatn  ah  omnllus  retro  feculis  tevtpora  fuere  ineiperent^ 
iecrevit  Deus  hanc  nobis  faiutis  gratsam  per  Chriflum  conferre  .•' 
t,  e.  if  om  all  eternity,  God  decreed  to  beftow  on  us  the  gift  of  fal- 
vati9«  through  Jef(S^  Ghrift, 
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^oeAkm  not  die  peifonnaDce  on  God*s  parr,  but  we  are  obm 
ftombkd  at  the  grand  defeds  oq  our  parts :  But  when  we  \pdk 
io  the  coveoaat  of  redemption,  there's  nothing  to  ftagger  oiir 
faith,  both  the  federates  being  iofioitely  able  and  fmtbful  t9 
perform  their  parts ;  fo  that  there  is  no  poffibiiicy  of  a  failnre 
there.  Happy  were  it,  if  puzzled  aod  perplexed  Chriftiaas 
wonld  turn  their  eyes  froip  the  defefis  that  are  in  thdr  obedir 
•oce,  to  the  foloefs  and  compleatneft  of  Cbrifl's  obedienoe; 
«nd  iee  thaniekres  <;ompleat  in  him«  when  moft  lame  and  dc? 
fedfrein  themfelres. 

2.  HeoeeaUbhe  iitformed,  that  Gml  tie  Faiher,  andG^d 
tA^  SoHy  do  muiuaify  refy  and  trufl  t6  one  amther  in  the  bufi* 
mft  (f  our  redemptim.  The  Father  relies  upon  the  Son  for 
the  performance  of  his  part;  as  it  is,  Ifa.  xiii.  r.  *'  Behold  my 
**  iervant,  whom  I  nphold."  f  Montanus  turns.it,  on  wjiom  I 
kaa  or  depend.  As  if  the  Father  had  faid,  behold  what  a  &itfa^ 
fill  iervant  1  have  chofen,  in  whom  my  foul  is  at  reft :  I  know 
he  will  go  through  with  his  woric,  I  can  depend  upon  him. 
And,  to  fpeak  |4ain,  the  Father  &  far  trailed  Chrift^  that  upon 
the  aedit  of  his  promife  to  C€Mne  into  the  world,  and  in  the 
fiilneis  of  time  to  become  a  facrifice  for  the  eleA,  he  (aved  alt 
die  Old  Teftament  faints,  whofe  faith  alfo  refpefted  a  Cfarlft  fio 
«ome;  with  refer^ce  whereto,  it  is  faid,  Heb.  xi.*39, 40.  **  That 
^  they  received  not  the  promife,  God  having  proWd^  feme  betted 
'*  things  for  as,  that  they  without  us  ftiould  not  be  made  perfeft,'' 
s.  tf.  without  Jefns  Chrift  manifefted  intheflefh,  in  our  times  ; 
tho*  believed  on,  as  to  come  in  the  fleih,  in  their  times.  And 
as  the  Faliier  trufled  Chrift,  b  doth  Chrift,  in  like  manner* 
depend  upon,  and  truft  his  Father.  For,  having  performed  hia 
part,  and  left  the  world  again,  he  now  trufteth  his  Fadier  for 
the  accdmpiifhment  of  that  promife  made  hioL  Ila.iiii.  i  o,  ^^  That 
**  he  (hall  fee  his  feed/'  iyc.  He  depoids  upon  bis  Father  for  ail 
the  eleft  that  are  left  behind,  yet  unregenerated,  as  well  as 
thofe  already  called,  that  they  fhaH  be  all  preferved  unto  the 
heavenly  kingdom,  according  to  that,  John  xvti.  1 1 ,  ^*  And  now 
**  I  am  no  more  in  the  world,  but  tfacie  are  in  the  world :  and  I 
^  come  unto  thee :  holy  Father,  keep,  through  thine  own  name,  ' 
<*  thoie  whom  thou  haft  given  me."  And  can  it  be  imagined^ 
that  the  Father  will  fail  his  truft,  whp  jgvery  way  acquitted  him* 
ftlf  fopun£Vually  to  the  Son  ?  It  cannot  be. 

U/e  3.  Moreover,  whence  we  infer  the  validity  and  unquifimi'^ 
Me/ucce/s  of  Chrifi's  inUrceJfion  in  heavm  for  believers.    Yoa 

•  *I3  ID/lit  {^Athemoch  heu]  Inni^r  in  ^..    Mon^us« 
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ftad,  Heb.  yni,  2y.  **  That  he  ever  lives  ta  make  imieroeffi6D  ;** 
aad,  Hcb.  xH.  24.  '*  That  hb  blood  fpeaks  for  good  chlbgs  far 
**.  dieni."  Now,  that  his  blood  (hall  obtain  what  it  pleads  ia 
heaven  for,  is  undoubted,  and  that  from  the  coniideratioD  of 
this  cov«cant  of  redemptixm.  For  here  yon  fee  that  the  thmgs 
be  now  aiks  of  his  Father,  are  the  very  fame  which  hts  Father 
promifed  him,  and  covenanted  to  give  him,  before  tlus  world 
wad  :  So  that,  befides  the  intereft  of  the  perfon,  the  very  e^ui^ 
ty  of  the  natter  fpeaks  its  fuccefs,  and  requires  performance  : 
Whatever  he  afks  for  us,  is  as  due  to  him  ,as  the  wages  of  the 
hireling,  when  the  work  is  en^ed ;  if  the  work  be  done,  and 
done  faithfully^  as  the  Father  hath  acknowledged  it  is,  then  the 
ikwu4  is  dae,  and  dut  immediately  :  and  no  doobc  but  be  ihall 
fcceive  it  from  the  hands  of  a  righteons  Cod. 

U/e4.  Hence,  in  like  manner,  you  may  beinformed  of /iir 
emfifitncy  rf  gtace  with  full  fittisfailiort  to  the  juftke  tfGwL 
Theapoftie,  %  Tim.  i'.  9.  tells  us,  *'  We  are  faved  according  to 
^  his  own  pnrpofe  and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Jefns  ChriA 
^  before  the  world  began."  That  is,  according  to  the  gracioifll 
terms  of  this  covenant  of  redemption ;  and  yet  yon  fee  noN 
withftaading,  bow  ftridly  Gcd  fland^  upon  iatisfadlion  frcas 
Chrift:  {o  then,  ^ce  to  us,  and  fatisfa6tion  to  jctdice,  are 
Aetfoincdnffftent  as  the  Socinian  adverAries  woitld  make  themf 
what  was  debt  to  Chrift,  is  grace  to  us :  when  you  hear  mea 
€ry  oat,  Here^s  grace  indeed  f  pay  me  all,  and  1  will  forgive  yoo  \ 
reiiiember,  bow  all  mouths,  are  Aopt  wid»  that  one  text,  Rom« 
Ki.  24.  '*  Being  ^uftified  freely  by  his  grace  ;*'  and  yet  he  adds, 
••  through  the  redemption  ebai  is  in  Chrift." 

Ufe  5.  Ag^in,  Henice  j»dge  of  the  antiquity  of  the  hve  of  God 
to  beHevers  :  what  »i  antient  friend  he  hath  been  to  us ;  wh6 
Ibi^KA  m,  prdvided  for  us,  and  codcrived  all  our  happinefs,  be« 
fore  we  were,  yea,  before  the  world  was.  We  reap  the  fruits 
rftfeis  c€*venam  now,  the  feed  whereof  was  fown  from  eternity  1 
yea,  h  is  not  only  ancient,  but  alio  moft  free :  no  excellencies  of 
oiBFs  could  engage  the  lo?e  of  God ;  for  as  yet  we  were  not. 
■  l//'^  6.  Judge  hence,  Honn  reafonahU  it  is  that  believers  JhouU 
Embrace  the  hardeft  terms  of  obedience  unto  Chrijl^  who  ampliei 
^Mihfttch  hard  terms  for  their  falvati&n :  tbcy  were  hard  and 
difficult  .terms  indeed,  .on  which  Chrift  recetved  yon  f rani 
the  Father's  hand  ;  it  was,  as  you  have  heard,  to  poiir  out  his 
foul  unto  death,  or  not  to  enjoy  a  loui  of  you.  flerc  yoo  majf 
fuppofe  the  Father  to  (ay,  whan  driving  this  bargain  wiihChrift 
for  you  : 

Faiber*  My  S0a>  bete  is  a  company  ^  poor  mifer^bbibaU^ 
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fhat  haTc  utterly  nodone  thcmfelves,  and  now  lie  open  to  iny 
jiilK(%  I  Jufticc  demands  iatisfaftion  for  them,  or  wHl  fatisfy  it- 
felf  in  the  eternal  ruin  of  them :  What  fliall  be  done  for  their 
fouls  ?  And  thus  Chrid  returns. 

Sm.  O  my  Father,  fuch  is  my  love  to,  and  pity  for  them, 
that  rather  than  they  ftiall  perifti  eternally,  I  will  be  rcfponfiblc 
for  tkem  as  their  furety :  bring  in  all  thy  bills,  i^at  1  may  fee 
what  they  owe  thee ;  Lord,  bring  them  in  all,  that  there  may 
bcnoafttr-reckonings  with  them;  at  my  hand  (halt  thou  re- 
qnbe  it.  I  Will  rather  choofe  to  faffer  thy  wrath  than  they 
fliould  fuffer  it:  upon  me,  my  Father^  upon  me  be  all  their 
debt. 

Father,  But,  my  Son,  if  thou  undertake  for  them,  thou  mull 
reckon  to  pay  the  laft  mite,  exped  no  abatements  ;  if  I  fpare^ 
chem,  1  will  not  fpare  thee.        ' 

Son,  Content,  Father,  let  it  be  (b :  'charge  it  all  upon  me,  I 
tm  able  to  difcharge  it ;  and  though  it  prove  a  kind  of  .undoing 
to  me,  though  it  impoverilh  all  my  riches,  empty  all  my  trea* 
iiires,  (for  fo  indeed  it  did,  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  *'  Though  he  was 
•*  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  became  poor")  yet  I  im  content  to 
undertake  it.  Blufti,  ungrateful  believers,  O  let  fliamc  cover 
your  faces  :  judge  in  yourfelves  now,  hath  Chrift  deferved  that 
you  ftiould  ftand  with  him  for  trifles,  that  you  (hould  Ihrink  at 
a  few  petty  difficulties,  and  complain,  this  is  hard,  and  that  is 
harfti  ?  O  if  you  knew  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ia 
this  his  wonderful  condefcenfion  for  you,  you  could  not  do  it. 

15^7*  Laftly,  How  greatly  are  we  all  concerned  to  nmke  ii 
fwre  to  ourf elves  y  that  we  are  of  this  number  which  the  Father  and 
the  Son  agreed  for  before  the-  worJd  was ;  that  we  were  compre* 
hended  in  Chrijl*s  engagement  and  compaB  with  the  Father  / 

Obj.  Yaa,  but  you  will  fay^.  who  can  know  that  I  there  were 
DO  witnefles  to  that  agreement. 

SoL  Yes.  We  may  know,  without  afcending  into  heaven^ 
or  prying  into  unrevesried  fecrets,  that  oar  names^  were  in  that 
covenant,  if  (i.)  You  are  believers  Indeed ;  for  all  fuch  the  Fa- 
ther then  gave  to  Chrift,  Johnxvii.  8.  "  The  men  thSt  thou 
**  rgaveft  me  (for  of  them  he  (pake  immediately  before)  they 
**  have  believed  that  thou  didft  fend  me,'*  (2.)  If  you  favingly 
know  God  in  Jefus  Chrill,  fuch  were  given  him  by  the  Father, 
John  xviu  6.  "I  have  manifefted  thy  name  unto  the  men  thou 
f  ga^cfi  me,'*  By  this  they  are  difcriminated  from  the  reft,  ver(e 
25,  "The  world  hath  not  known  tbee,  but  thefe  have  known,'* 
^c."  (3,)  If  you  are  men  and  women  of  another  world  ;  John 
3Lvii.  16,  *Tbey  are  not  of  the  world|  as  I  am  not  of  the  worl4/* 
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May  it  be  ftid  of  yoa,  as  of  dyiag  mea,  that  yon  ixt,  not  mea 
and  women  for.  this  worlds  that  you  are  cruciEed  aad  dead  to 
it,  Gal.  vi.  14.  that  you  are  Arangers  in  it?  Heb.  xi.  13,  14. 
(4.)  if  you  keep  Chrift'$  word  5  Jqhn  xvii.  6.  "  Thine  they  werot 
**  and  thou  gaveA  themme ;  and  they  have  kept  thy  word."  By 
keeping  his  word,  under Aand  the  receiving  of  the  word»  in  its 
ian^ifying  efFefts.  and  influences  into  your  hearts,  and  your 
perfeverance  in  the  profefliou  and  prafliccof  it  to  the  end,  John 
xvii.  17.  '*  banftify  them  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is  truth.'*  ^ 
John  XV.  7.  *•  If  ye  abide!  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye 
'<  (hail  a(k  what  ye  will.**  BleHed  and  happy  is  that  Ibul  upon 
v/hich  theie  blefled  charaders  appear,  which  our  Lord  Jefus 
hath  laid  (o  clofe  together,  within  the  compafs  of  a  few  verfes, 
in  this  xvii.  chapter  of  John  :  Thefe  are  the  perfons  the  Fatheif 
deiivered  unto  Chriil,  and  he  accepted  from  the  Father,  in  this 
bleHed  covenant.  . 

S    E    R    M    O    N      IV. 

Opens  tiic  admirable  Lore  of  God  in  giving  his  owa 

Son  for  us. 

John  lii  16.  For  Gci  fo  loved  the  world,  that  be  gave  his  only 
begQttenSon,  &c. 

'SJ'O  U  have  heard  of  the  gracious  purpofe  aod  defign  of  God, 
.  ^  to  recover  pbor  finncrs  to  himfelf  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  how 
this^deiign  of  love  was  laid  aQd.^£Qatrived  in  the  covenant  of 
redemption,  whereof  wie  lait  fpake. 

Now,  according  to  the  terms  of  that  covenant,  you  ftiall 
hear  from  this  feripture,  how. that  defign  was  by  one  degree 
advanced  towards  its  accompli(hment,  in  God*s  actual  giving  or 
patting  with  his  own  Son  for  1^  (  ''  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that 
**  he  gave,"  ire.  • 

The  whole  precedent  context  is  fpent  in  difcovering  the 
nature  and  necc^Ity  of  regeneration,  and  the  necf^flity  ther^f 
is  in  this  text  argued  an*  inferred  from  the  peculiar  refpeft  and 
eye  God  had  upon'  believers,  in  giving  Chrift  for  them  ;  *  they 
only  reaping  all  the  fpecial  a^d  faving  benefits  aad  advantages  of 
(bat  ,g^ft :  «'  God  fa  loved  the  worU^  that  he  gave  bis  only  be« 

'-¥oi.  I..  '^ .. .;    .  .  X . 
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«'  gotten  Son/tfcat  wfaofocver  believeth  inbiai  iboiildiioi  perHh.** 
' ,  In  the'words  are  to  be  coofidered.' 

1.  The  original  fpring  or  foontain  of  oar  beft  mercies,  the 
love  of  God.  The  fove  of  God  is,  eirljcr  benevolent,  benefit 
kent^  or  ccmflaeentiaL  His  beneyolent  love,  is  nothiog  die  but 
hiS'deJke  and  porpofe  of  faving  and  doing  us  good  t  fo  bis 
f^nrpofe  and  grace  to  Jacob  is  called  love,  Rom.  i%  13.  *'  Jacob 
^*  have  [  loved  :*'  but  this  being  before  Jacob  was,  could  con* 
ttd  in  nothing  eUe  but  the  gracious  purpofe  of  God  towards  * 
him.  His  beneficent  love,  is  his  aAual  doing  good  to  the  per* 
fbns  beloved,  or  the  bellowing  the  efieAs  of  his  love  upon  us, 
iccording  to  that  purpofe.  His  cwiptacential  love,  is  nothiog 
rife  but  that  delight  and  fatisfaction  he  finds  in  beholding  the 
fruits  and  workings  of  that  grabe  in  us,  which  he  firft  intended 
for  us,  and  then  aftaaliy  collated  or  bellowed  on  us.  Thi»  lovt 
of  benevolence,  is  that  which  I  have  opened  to  you,  under  tki 
former  head^  God's  compaA  whh  Chrift  about  us,  or  his  defiga 
10  &V6  ua  i»  the  articles  and  term^  th^ein  ipecified. 

The  love  of  beneficence,  is  that  which  this  fcripture  fpeaks 
'  oft  out  of  this  fount^iQ  ChH^  flowed  to  us,  and  both  ran  in- 
to that  of  complacency  ;  for  therefore  he  both .  purpofed,  and 
aAually  befiowed  Chrift  on  us,  that  he  might  everlaflingly  der 
fight,  in  beholding  the  glory  and  praife  of  all  this  refie^d  oa 
himfelf,  by  bis  redeemed  ones.  1  his  then  is  the  fountain  of  our 
SQiercie^. 

;  a.  The  tbuetci  flowing  out  of  this  fountain,  and  that  ia 
Chrift :  The  nurcjh^  as  he  is  em^atically  called,  Luke  i.  '7  i. 
The  marrow,  kernel,  and  fublVance  of  all  other  mercies.  He 
gave  his  ^  only  begotteta  Son :  TMs  wks  the'  birth  of  that  love, 
the  like  whefeunto  it  never  brought  forth  before,' therefore  *fis 
expreilbd  with  a  double  eftifharis  in  the  text,  the  one  is  that 
particle  afm  fo ;  "he fo  loved  the  world  ;**  here  is  a/c  without  a 
Jicui  :  HoW  did  he  liwc  it  ?  Why,  he  fo  l&ved  it ;  but  how  ^ 
touch,  the  tongues  of  angels  cannot  declare.  And  moreover^ 
to  ebhance  the  mercy,  he  is  ftiied  bis  only  begotten  Sob  :  to  have 
gii^en  a  Son  bad  been  wondeif ul }  but  to  give  an  only  begotteai 
Son,  that  is  love  unexpreffible,  unintelligible.. 

3/The  tfbJeAt^tt^  love,  6t  the  perfons  to  whom  the  etevnat 

love  delivered  Chrift,  and  dbat  is  the  [World.3    This  muft  rc^ 

' .  ■•*         , 

♦  Hie  sgitur  unigeniti  mmin  i'fi^ptrtMv  eft  ad  ecff/m^ndAmhm 
in  nos  amoris  divini  vebetn&nttafn.  i.  e.  This  flrong  epithet,  of 
•nly  beg6tten,  is  given,  in  order  to  hei^ten  the  exceediD|  greatneft 
of  the  bve  of  God  towards  us.    Bulling,  on  this  place. 
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(pe&  th«  ^eSt  of  God  io  the  W9rld,  fuch  as  do»  or  (hall  afhialiy 
beUeve,  s|S  it  i&  exegetically  exprefledia  the  bext  words»  *'Th«R 
*'  wbofoever  belie?e8  in  him  ^aid  not  feri(h :"  Thofe  whooi 
he  calls  the  vforld  in  that*  he  ftiles  behevers  in  this  eocpreiSon  ^ 
asd  the  word  [World}  is  put  to  lignify  the  ele£t,  becauie  they 
are  fcattelrcd  throo]^  4II  parts,  and  arc  among  all  ranks  of  men  iti 
t}3e  world ;  tbele  arq  the  objefis  of  this  love :  i»  is  not  angcl9» 
bat  men»  that  were  fb  loved ;  he  is  called  ftXtif$fmwu  a  Lover,-  a 
Friend  ij(  Men,  but  never  ^oidyfa^^  or  fiX»»litM»  the  Lover 
or  Friend  of  Angels,  or  creatures  of  another  fpedes. 

4.  The  manner  in  which  this  ncve^enoagh  celel>rated  mercy 
flows  ,to  us,  from  the  fonot^  of  divine  love,  and  that  is  moft 
freely  and  fpontaneonfly.  Hcgavi,  not  he  fold'9  or  barely  parted 
fifonii  but  g^ve* '  Nor  yet  doSi  the  Father^s  giving  imply  Chrift 
to  be  meerly  paffive ;  for  as  the  Father  is  here  Giid  to  give  him^ 
fb  the  apoftle  ttlhu$,  GaL  ii.  20.  Thax  he  gave  bimfelf,  "  who 
^  loved  me,  and  gave  hlmfelf  &r  me :"  The  Father  ^ve  hioi 
pat  of  good  will  to  men,  and  he  aa  wiUin^y  beftowed  himfelf  ott 
Ibajt  ftsvice.    Hence  the  note  is^  , 

DocT.  That  the  gift  ^Chrift  is  the  higheft  mdfullefi  mani^ 
fafiajtkn  rf  ihe^lgfi^e  ifGoi  tcj^nnifS',  that  ever  wai  made 
firom  eternity  to  themi 

Bow  is  ^  gift  of  God  to  finoera  fignaUzed  in  that  place  of 
the  apoftk,  i  John  iv.  la  **  Herein  is  love;  not  that  we  loved 
**  God,  bnc  thai  he  loved  ua,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propi^  ^ 
*'  tiatlop  for  our  tosi^  Why  doth  the  apoftle  (b  magnify  thi0 
g^t  im  %iQg,  "Herein  is  lQ?e,"  as  if  there  were  love  in  nothing 
elle  t !  May  we  not  fay,  that  to  have  a  being,  a  bc>inff  among  tho 
mcidiial  creatures,  therein  is  love  ^  To  have  oar  life  carri^^  fb 
pany  years  like  ar  taper  in  the  hand  of  Provldcace,  through  fo 
fiany  dangers^  and  not  yet  put  001  in  obfcorttyi  thertin  i» 
love?  To  have  food  aiidraiment,  convenient  for  us^  beds  tO' 
Ue  qn,  relations  to  comfort  us^  in.  ail  thefe  is  lote  ?  Yea^  but  iB 
yoi^  fpecUe  comparatively^  in  all  thcie  there  is  no  love,  to  thelovd* 
QKpreflM  in  fending  or  giving  Ghrift  for  us:  Thefe  are  great 
mercies  in  tbefftfelt^  ;  but  compared  to  this  mercy,  th^  are- 
zil  fwalbwed  up,  as  the  light  of  candles  \^iefii  bronghi  into  tho< 

Iz 

t  God  lores  all  his  creatures ;  and  among  thefe  he  cfpecially' 
laves  thofe  be  bath  eti.dow€d  with  reafoo,  and  of  thefe  he  loves  more* 
efpeciaUy  thefe  who  arc  members  of  the  Only- begotten;' andmOdT'         ^ 
more  the  OiJy-begouen  htmfclf.    Jug,  T.  9.  oa  Jobn^ 
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fuQ-(hine.  No,  no,  herein  is  the  love,  that  God  gave  Chrfft 
for  as«  And  it  b  remarkable,  that  when  the  apc^ie  would 
ihew  us,  in  Rom.  v.  8.  what  is  the  nobIe(l  fruit  that  mofi  com- 
mends to  men  the  root  of  divine  love  that  bears  it,  he  ihews  as 
this  very  truit  of  it  that  I  am  now  ppcniog;  "  But  God  (kith 
**  he,  comoiiendelh  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were 
**  yet  finners,  Chrift  died  for  us :"  this  is  the  very  flower  of 
that  love* 

The  method  into  which  I  will  cafl  this  precious  point,  (haB 
be  this  :  ( I . )  To  (hew  how  Jefus  Chrift  was  given  by  the  Father. 
(2.)  How  that  gift  is  the  fulleft  and  richeft  manifeftation  of  the 
love  of  God  that  was  ever  made  to  the  world.  (3.)  And  then 
draw  forth  the  ufes  of  it. 

.  I .  How  was  Jefus  Chrift  given  by  the  Father,  and  what  is  im- 
plied therein.    , 

You  are  not  fo  to  underftand  it,  as  though  God  parted  with 
^  his  intereft  and  propriety  in  his  Son,  when  he  is  faid  to  give 
him  \  he  was  as  much  his  own  as  ever.  When  men  give,  they 
transfer  propriety  to  another  \  but  when  God  had  given  him,  he 
was,  I  fay,  ftill.as  much  his  own  as  ever  :  but  this  giving  of  Chrift 
implies, 

(i.)  His  defignation  and  appointment  unto  death  for  us  ;  for 
(b  you  read,  that  it  was  done  "  according  to  the  determinate 
•'  counfelof  God,"  Afts  ii.  23,  Look,  as  the  lamb  under  the 
Law  was  feparated  from  the  flock,  and  fet  apart  fpr  a  facrifice  ; 
though  it  were  ftill  living,  yet  it  was  intenuonally,  and  prepa- 
ratively  given,  and  confecrated  to  the  Lord :  £b  Jefus  Chrift  was, 
by  the  counfel  and  purpofe  of  God,  thus  chofen,  and  fet  apart 
for  his  fervice  :  and  therefore  in  ITa.  xiii.  i.  God  calls  hkn  hii 
EU&f  or  chofen  One. 

(2.)  His  giving  Chrift,  implies  a  parting  with  him,  or  letting 
him  (as  the  French  hath  it)  atfome  diftance  from  himfelf  for  a 
time.  There  was  a  kind  of  parting  betwixt  the  Fathenand  the 
Son,  when  he  came  to  tabernacle  in  our  flefh  :  fo -he  exprefleih 
it,  John  xvi.  28.  "  I  came  forth  from  the  Father,  and  am  come 
*5  into  the  world;  again,  J  leave  the  world  and  go  to  the  Fa« 
*'  ther."  This  diftance,  that  this  incarnation,  and  humiliatioa 
fet  him  at,  was  properly  as  to  hishumanity,  which  was  really  di- 
ftant  from  the  glory  into  which  it  is  now  takenup,  and  in  refpeft 
of  manifeftation  of  delight  and  love,  the  Lord  fecmed  to  carry  it 
as  one  at  a  diftance  from  him.  Oh  !  this  was  it  that  fo  deeply 
pierced,  and  wounded  his  foul,  as  is  evident  from  that  complaint, 
Pfal. xxii.  1, 2.  "My  God^  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  xuc ? 
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«*   Why  art  thou  fo  far  from  the  words  of  my  roaring  ?  O  my 
J*  God,  I  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou  heareft  not,"  ifc. 

(3.)  God's  giviog  of  Chrift,  implies  his  delivering  him  into 
the  hands  of  juftice  tobe  punilhed ;  even  as  condemned  perfoos 
are,  by  fentcncc  of  law,  given  or  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
executioners.  So  Afts  ii.  23.  "  Him,  being  delivered  by  the  , 
*y  determinate  coanfcl  of  God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  i 
f  *  hands  have  flain  r"  and  fo  he  is  laid,  Rom.  viii.  3a.  "  To  dc-  j 
:  *•  liver  him  up  to  death  for  us  all."  The  Lord,  when  the  time ' 
.was  come  that  Chrift  muft  fufFer,  did,  as  it  were,  fay,  O  all  ye 
rearing  waves,  of  my  incenfed  jullice,  now  fwell  as  high  as  hea" 
.ven,  and  go  over  his  foul  and  body ;  fink  him  to  the  bottom  ; 
Igi  him  go,  like  Jonah,  his  type,  into  the  belly  of  hell,  onto  die 
joots  of  the  mountains.  Come  all  ye  raging  florms,  that  C 
have  relerved  for  this, day  of  wrath,  beat  upon  him,  beat  him 
idown,  that  he  may  not  be  able  to  look  up,  Pfal.  Ix.  12.  Go 
jufiice,  put  him  upoxl  the  rack,  torment  him  in  every  part,  tMI 
9l\  his  **  bones  be  out  of  joint,  >an^  his  heart  within  him  be  melt- 
"  ed  as  w^x  in  the  midft  of  his  bowels,"  Pfal.  xxii.  14.  And 
je  aflembly  of  the  wicked  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that  have  lb  long 
gaped  for  hisblood,  now  he  is  delivered  into  your  hands ;  yoa 
are  permitted  to  execute  your  malice  to  the  full :  I  now'loole 
your  chain^  and  into  your  hand  and  power  is  he  delivered. 
.  (4.)  God's  giving  of  Chrift,  implies  his  application  of  hiiDy 
with  all  the  purchifes  of  his  blood,  and  fettling  all  this  upcm 
Bs,  as  an  inheritance  and  portion,  John  vi.  32,  33.  "  My  Father 
•*  givcth  you  the  true  bread  from  heaven  5  for  the  bread  of  God 
'*  is  he  which  cometh  down  from  heaven,  and  givcth  life  to 
•*  the  world."  God  hath  given  him  as  bread  to  poor  (hrving 
creatures,  that  by  faith  they  might  eat  and  live.  And  lb  he 
told  the  Samaritanefs,  Johniv.  10.  "  If  thou  knewcft  the  gift  of 
^*  God,  and  who  it  is  that  faith  unto  thee.  Give  me  to  drink, 
*'  thou  wouldft  fa^ve  asked  of  him,  and  he  would  have  givea 
V  thee  living  water."  Bread  and  water  arc  the  two  neceffiiries 
for , the  fupport  of  natural  life ;  God  hath  given  Chrift,  you  fee, 
to  be  all  that,  and  more,  to  th&fpiritual  life. 

2.  How  this  gift  of  Chrift  ^as  the  higheft,  and  fuUeft  manU 
feftation  of  the  love  of  God,  that  ever  the  world  faw  ♦ ;  and  this 
will  be  evidenced  by  the  following  particulars  X , 

*  God  might  have  redeemed  us  in  another  \vay,  (for  I  fuppofe 
'tis  opus  liber i  conjtlii)  a  free  difpenfation  :  but  God  fo  loved  the 
Vor^j  /'•  f.  he  took  this  way,  that  we  might  love  Chrift  as  well  as 

believ< 
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(i«)  If  ya»  cottfiior  hem  near  and  deer  Jrftis^  Ckrift  was 
to  the  F^iher ;  he  was  Us  Sob>  ^'  Ms  oftly  Soo/'  futh  the  texr; 
ihe  &o«cf  Ui  love,  the darlioff of  bis  Soul;  His  other  Self, 
ffi^  ane  with  kimMf;  th^  expreis  image  of  his  perfoa;  the 
fcri^Mft  of  Us  Father's  Gkury :  In  partiagwith  bioi,  he  parted 
wk  his  owo  Heafty  with  his  rery  boweU^  aa  I  may  fay.  ^^  Yet 
**  I0IU9  8aa  is giveii»"' i&.i3t.  6.  aAdfuch aSbft  asheorih  *<  his 
*^  dear  Soi^/'  Col.  i.  13.  A  late  writer  telk  us^  that  he  hath 
liiea  isfonncd,  that  in  the  hmtkt  to  Garmaoy,  a  poor  faiDify 
Veing  iei|dy  t<a  pertfli  with  famine,  the  hniband  laide  a  motioo 
t0kibewifei  to^&UoiteolF  the  children  for  breadi  to  relieve  then»> 
(cdrnta  a»d  the  reft :  The  wife  at  laA  eonfenti  it  (hckdd  be  fi>i 
\m  di^B  they  begui  to  thiak  which  of  the  fbvrlhoqld  be  folds 
and  wh^tbe  eldeft  was  naaaed^  they  hoA  refoTed  to  part  with 
th^,  bekig  their  firft-bom,.  and  the  be^midg  of  tWir  ftrengthi. 
Well,,  thea  they  cameto  the  (ecoiid,  but  could  not  yield  that  he 
tg^xM  be^ibld,  being  the  very  piAure  and  lively  bnage  of  his 
iatW*  The  third  was  oaaMdy  b^t  that  alfo  waa  a  child  that  beft 
refimbWd  the  mother.  And  whea  the  youogefli  was  tfaoi^ht 
0%.  doA  was  the  Bttjamo*  the  child  of  their  old  age;  and 
fo  wfae^eontent  rather  to  perifii  altogether  in  the  famine^  thai| 
Iftpan  Wttth  a  child  for  relief.    And  you  know  how  lendftly 

I  Jacob  look  it*  whea  hia  JoCb{^  and  Benjamin  were  rent  fipom; 
\jim.  What  IS'  a  cbildt  but  a^  piece  of  the  parent  wrapc  up  ia 
aaodier  ftiii  ?  And  yet  our  deardd  children  are  but  a»  flr.anger« 

1 10  ua,  io^comparifoa  of  the  unfp^akahle  dbaciie&  tha^  was  betwijct 
Ibe;  JRather  aod  Chrift.— r— ; — Now;  that  he  ftiould  t^Kt  he 
cnntent  to.  part  wiih  a  Scm,  and  fach  an  only  Ooe^  is  fuch  a  ma- 
fifeik&m  of  love,  as  will  he  admired  to  all  eternity.  And  thea, 
(2^)  Let  it  be  cdn£dered»  To  w^att  h  gave:  Aim^  evea  ao 
deadly  and  that  of  the  croA ;  to  be  made  a  curfe  for  us ;  to  be 
the  kfXM  aod  contempt  of  men.;  to  the  mofl  unparaUckd 
fii^ii^  that  ever  w<;i«  ififliAed  or  bom  by  any.  It  melts  our 
hefflM)^!*  it  bpeakaoi|rheart»  to.  behold  our  ohildrea  firiwngia 
^.pwg^  of  deallx :  but  the  Lordr  beheidi  his. Son  ftru§giiag  na-- 
der  agonies  that  never  any  folt  before  him.'  i  Her  &w  him  felling 
%9  the  ground;  groveling  in  theduft;  iweating:  bloody  aad<amkiS 
ibisfe  ago9ie&  turning,  himielf  to  his  Father,  and,  with  a  heart* 
rending  cry^  bef«6cbii|g.hm»  "  Bather,  if  ithe  poflible,  let  chir 

ijjitUva:  in  him«    Ha  might  have  fedteaiad  at  fa  much^  in  anatlier 
way*  hut'  he  <oM  aat  oblige  us-fo  macb  in  another  way^     Mmnt^m 
aK  7««/<%  p.  108.     ^r.  Wall  ^n  )mNomb!tLf  Chrkfi, 
\  Qhriii's  pain  was  forer  than  all  pains  put  together.    Jqmua$m. 
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^'  cop  pafs»''  LakeiodL  42.  To  wrath,  to  tte  ivfaith  of  M  ia^ 
finite  God  witboat  mi&turc ;  to  the  «ery  tordieoct  dt  beM  %ai 
ChriA  delifcred,  and  that  by  the  haad  oi  his  o^wo  Fath^.  Sittt 
ifaeo  thjit  love  mnA  Deeds  want  a  eassey  wfakhmde  the  Father 
of  Biercies  deliver  hU  only  Soa  to  iiich  mifaies  for  as, 

{3.)  It  is  a  fpecial  coafideraticNi  to  enhance  the  iof«  of  God 
in  givlij^  Ckriftf  that  in  giving  hioi  he  gave  the  tkheft  jeiv^ 
in  his  cabinet ;  a  mer^y  of  the  greateft  wordi,  and  inoft  ioefli^ 
nable  valne.  Heaven  iifetf  is  not  ib  valuable  and  predovs  as 
Chrift  ts :  He  is  the  better  half  of  heaves  ;  and  £>  the  faturt  ac* 
coont  hiai,  Pfal.  ixxill.  aj.  ^'Whom  hav^  1  In  heaven  bnt  tbet  ?** 
Ten  thoafand  thooftnd  worJkls,  ftitb  mt  X^  ^%  many  wdrlds  at 
togels  can  number,  and  then  tia  a  new  woiid  of  angels  cad  nnl** 
tiply,  would  not  aU  b^  the  bolk  of  a  bdatice,  to  weigh  Ohvift'^ 
excetlen'cy,  k>ve,  and  iweetoefs.  O  what  a  fair  One !  What  «i 
obXj  One  I  what  an  esodlent^  lovely^  ravilhing  One,  is  Qirift ! 
Put  the  beauty  of  ten  thoafand  paradifes,  lilce  the  garden  of 
lEden,  into  one ;  put  all  trees,  all  flowers*  all  fmtUs,  all  coburs, 
ail  tafies,  all  Joys»  ail  fweetncfs,  all  lovetinefs  in  ene;  O  wha% 
A  fair  and  excelknt  thing  would  U:at  be  ?  And  y^t  it  (hoUld  bfe 
le&  to  that  fak  smd  dearell  well^brloved  ChriA,  than  one  tko^ 
of  rain  to  the  M^hole  fea^;  rivers,  l^kes,  and  fountains  Of  ten 
ilioafaad  eaRths.  Ghrift  is  heaven's  wonder,  and  eai%h'i  ^iftit^ 
4ar. 

Now,  for  God  to  bellow  the  mercy  of  mercies,  the  Aoft 
^recieius  thii^  4n  heaven  or  earth,  opon  poor  finners ;  and, 
ns  grest,  as  lovely,  as  exeellent  as  his  ion  was,  yet  not  to 
isocount  him  too  good  to  beftow  upon  us,  what  iaanner  ef  krrt 
isiMsl 

(4.}  Once  tti^re,  let  it  be  eonfidettd  on  whofiii  the  Zjordbe- 
Aowed'his  fen :  upon  angels  \  i^o,  but  npon  meti.  Vpob  man 
kis  friend  I  Nei^,  but  upon  his  etemies*  This  is  lov^ ;  ahd  oti 
iMa  eoafidkraM^  the  apdftte  lays  a  mighty  ^^igbt,  in  Rom.  v. 
Us  9,  10.  **  Bat  God  (faith  he)  commoideth  his  love  fowardt 
^«  us,  in  that  while  we  \^re  yet  fmn^r^,  Chrifi  died  for  tA. — 
^<  When  we  w^re  eneories,  we  were  reconciled  io  God  by  iht 
^^  d^th  of  bis  fen."  Who  ^ooAA  part  with  a  fen  fpr  the  fite 
|yf  hh  deareft  friends  I  but  God  fjivt  him  fo,  and  ddivered  him 
fer  enemies :  O  loVe  uufplfakable  I 

{5.)  Id^fyy  Let  us  consider  hcnv  firedy  this  gift  eame  fiom 
%Am  :  It  was  not  wrefted  out  of  his  hand  by  our  iinportunity ; 
Ibr  Hr^  as  little  deiired  as  d^ferved  it :  I(  was  furprifiog,  pre*- 

J  Cbrtjius  ft  cwlum  nov  patiuntur  fyferUUm^ 
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veotingy  eternal  love^  that  delivered  him  to  us  :  "  Not  that  we 
**  loved  him,  but  he  firft  loved  us/'  i  John  iv.  19.  Thus  as 
when  you  weigh  a  thing,  you  caA  in  weight  after  weight,  till 
the  fcales  break ;  fo  doth  God,  one  coafideration  upon  anothcry  ^ 
to  overcome  our  hearts,  and  make  ys  admiringly  to  cry,  what 
maoncr  of  love  is  this  J  And  thus  I  have  fbewed  you  what 
God's  giving  of  Chi  ill  is,  and  what  matchlefs  love  is  manifefl* 
ed  in  that  incomparable  gift. 

Next  we  (hall  apply  this,  in  fome  pradical  corollaries. 

Corollary  i.  Learn  hence.  The  exceeding  precioufnefs  rf  fmiltf 
end  at  what  a  high  rate  God  values  th^m,  that  he  will  give  his 
Son,  his  only  Sen  out  of  his  hojom^  as  a  ranfomfor  them.  Sure- 
ly this  fptaks  their  precioufneis  :  God  would  not  have  parted 
with  foch  a  Son  for  fmall  matters  :  all  the  world  could  not  re<> 
deem  them ;  gold  and  iilver  could  jiot  be  their  ranfom  ;  fo  ipeaks 
the  apoftle,  i  Peter  i.  18.  ••  You  were  not  redeemed  with  cor* 
•*  ruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precipus 
*«  blood  of  Chrift."  Such  an  eftcem  God  had  for  them,  that^ 
rather  than  they  (hould  perifti,  Jefus  Chrift  (hall  be  made  a  man, 
yea^  a  curfe  for  them.  Oh  then  learu  to  put  a  due  value  upon 
your  own  fouls  :  do  not  fell  that  cheap,  which  God  hath  paid  fo 
dear  for :  Remember  what  a  treafurc  you  carry  about  you  ;  the 
glory  that  you  fee  in  this  world  is  not  equivalent  in  worth  to  it. 
Matth.  xvi.  26.  '*  What  ihall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  bis 
**  foul  V' 

Corollary  a.  If  God  has  given  his  own  Son  for  the  world,  . 
then  it  follows,  that  thqfefor  wh9m  God  gave  his  9wn  Son,  may 
warrantably  expeSl  any  other  temporal  mercies  from  him.  This 
is  the  apollle*s  inference,  Rom.  viii»  32.  **He  that  fpared  not 
*<  bis  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all ;  how  (hall  he 
**  not,  with  him,  freely  give  us  all  things  ?"  And  fo^  i  Con 
iii.  21,  22.  "  All  is  yours,  for  ye  are  Chrift's."  i,  e.  They  hold 
all  other  things  in  Chrift,  who  is  the  capital,  and  moft  compre- 
henfive  mercy. 

.  To  mak€  out  the  grounds  of  this  comfortable  deduftion,  let 
thcfe  four  things  be  pondered,  and  duly  weighed  in  your 
thoughts,  (t.)  No  other  mercy  you  need  or  defwe,  is,  or  caa 
be  fo  dear  to  God,  as  Jefus  Chrift  is :  he  never  laid  aay  other 
thing  in  his  bofom,  as  he  did  his  Son.  As  for  the  world,  and 
the  comforts  of  it,  it  is  the  duft  of  his  feet,  he  values  it  not ; 
as  you  fee  by  his  providential  dilpolals  of  it ;  having  given  it  to 
tlxc  worft  of  men.  "  All  the  TurkUh  empire,*'  faith  Lather^ 
^'  as  great  aiid  glorious  as  it  is,  is  but  a  aumb  which  the  mailer 


Serm.  IV.'  The  Fountain  cf  Li^.  '         73 

*!  of  the  family  throws  to  the  dogs*/*    Think  upon  any  other 
outward  enjoyment  that  is  valnable  io  your  eyes,   and  there  is 
not  {o  much  comparifon  betwixt  ic  and  Chrift»  in  the  efteeui 
of  God,  as  is  betwixt  yolir  dear  children  and  the  lumber  of  your 
houfes,  in  your  efteem.     If  then  God  has  parted  fo  freely  from 
that  which  was  infinitely  dearer  to  him  than  thefc ;  how  (hall  he 
deny  thefe,  when  they  may  promote  his  glory,  and  yonr  good  ? 
(2.)  As  Jefus  Chrift  was  nearer  the' heart  of  God  than  all  thefe  ; 
k  Chrift  is,  in  himfelf,  much  greater  and  more  excellent  than  all 
of  them:  ten  thou  (and  worlds,  and  the  glory  of  them  all,  is 
but'  the  dull:  of  the  balance,  if  weighed  with  Chrift.     Thefe 
things  are  but  poor  creatures,  but  he  is  over  all,  God  Uefled 
for  ever,  Rom.  ix.  5.  They  arc  common  gifts,  but  he  is  the  gift 
if  Cody  John  iv.  10.     They  are  ordinary  mercies,  but  he  is  The 
mercy ^  Luke  i.  72.     As  one  pearl,  or  precious  ftone,  is  greater* 
in  value  than  ten  thoufand  common  pebbles.    Now,  if  God  has 
fo  freely  given  the  greater,  how  can  you  fuppofe  he  (honld  den; 
the  lelTer,  mercies  \  AVill  a  man  give  to  another  a  large  inhe* 
ritance,  and  ftand  with  him  for  a  trifle  \   how  can  it  be  ?     (3  ) 
Ther^  is  no  other  mercy  you  want,  but  you  arc  entitled  to  it  by 
the  gift  of  Chrift  :  it  is,  as  to  right,  conveyed  to  you  with  Chrift. 
So,  in  the  fore-cited  i  Cor.  iii.  2 1,  22,  23.  "  the  world  is  yours, 
.  ••  yea,  all  is  yours;  for  ye  arc  Chrift's."    So 2  Cor.  I.  20,  "  For 
**  all  the  promifes  of  God  in  Chrift,  in  him  they  are  yea,  and  in 
**  him,  amen."    With  him  be  hath  given  you  all  things,  uf  «V«7 
A«wir/i»,  I  Tim.  vi.  17.  richly  to  enjoy  :  the  word  fignifies  rem  ali* 
quam  cum  Iqetitia  perciperey  to  have  the  fweet  relifit  and  com- 
fort of  an  enjoyment.     So  have  we  in  all  our  mercies,  upon  the  - 
account  of  our  title  to  them  in  Chrift;     (4.)  Laftlyy  If  God 
has  given  you  this  nearer ^  greater^   and  all- comprehending  mer^ 
cy,  when  you  were  enemies  to  him,  and  alienated  frbm  him  ; 
it  is  not  imaginable  he  fhould  now  deny  you  ^n  inferior  mer« 
cy,  when  you  are  come  into  a  ftate  of  reconciliation  and  amitj 
/with  him.     So  the  apoftle  reafons,  Rom.  v.  8,  9,  10.  **  For  ir» 
'*  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  recoedfed  to  God  by  the 
**  death  of  his  Son ;  much  more  being  reconciled,  we  (hall  be 
**  &Ted  by  his  life.''    And  thus  you  have  the  fecond  inference 
vrixh  its  grounds. 

Corolidry  3,  If  the  greateft  love  hath  been  manifefted  ia  gir- 
ing  Chrift  to  the  world,  then  it  follows,  that  the  greateft  evil 

*  Totttvi'Turcicum  imperium^  quantum  quantum  eft,  mica  tdn^* 
Sum  cfl^  quam  Fat^p/amiiias  projieit  canHus.    Lad^en 


0ndwichdke/i  is  manife/Fedin  de/jfnfing,  fligMftgi  and  r^eSing' 
Chrift.  It  15  &d  to  abafe  the  k>ve  of  God  manUefted  m  ibe  lew- 
eft  gift  of  ppovLdeoce ;  hot,  tofltght  the  ricbeft  diicoTeries  of 
h»  ^veo  in  that  peerkifs  gift,  wherein  God  cofflai£ad&  his  lov& 
in  the  moil  taking  apd  a/loBi(hing  numner  ;  this  is  fm  v^ltk  sk 
witnefs.  Bluflv,  O  heavens,  and  be  aftoniQ>ed,  O  earth ;  yea, 
ke  ye  horribly  afcaid  !  No  guilt  like  this.  The  molt  flagitioHi 
wretches  among  the  barbarous  nations  are  innocent,  in  compa*^ 
rifon  of  thefe.  But,  are  vherc  any  fuch  in  the  world  I  Dare  a,- 
fiy  fligKt  this  gift  of  God  ^  Indeed^  if  mens  words  might  b^ 
laken^  thepe  are  few  or  none  Aat  dare  da  £o ;  but  if  their  lives 
and  praAtces  i»ay  be  believed/  this,  this,  is  the  Cn  of  the  fa^ 
greater  part  of  the  chrtOianized  woild.  Witnefs  the  Umenta- 
Me  ftu|Ndiiy  and  faptneoefo ;  witne^  the  contecnpt  ot  the  gof-^ 
pel ;  witnefe  the  hatred  and  perfecntton  of  his  image,  laws  and. 
people.  What  is  the  language  of  all  this,  but  a  vUe  efieem  dC 
Jefosehrift? 

^ndf  now^  kt  me  ar  little  expodulate  with  thofe  ungcatefui 
fou]s,  that  trampte  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  that  value  no| 
this  love  that  gave  h'fm  forth.  What  i^  that  mercy  wbi<;}^  y(^ 
fb  contemn  and  undervalue  ?  is  it  fo  vUe  and  cheap  a  thjjig  a« 
your  entertainment  fp^aks  it  to  be  I  is  it  indeed  worth  to.  m^fftt 
than  this  in  your  ey«6  ?  Purely  you  will  not  be  long  of  that  o^ 
pinion !  WiH  ^ou  be  of  that  mind,  think  you,  when  death  an<^ 
judgment  ftiaH  have  thoroughly  awakened  you  ?  Oh,  na :  Then 
a  thoufefid  worlds  for  a  Chrift  ^  as  it  is  ftQiied  of  out  crookr 
backed  Hichard,  when  he  toft  the  field,  and  was  in  gre»t  daor 
ger  by  his  enemies  that  preffdd  upon  him.;  Ob  now,  (faid  he^ 
a  kingdom  for-  a  horle  !  Or^  think  ye,  that  any  befide  you  in  the 
worl$  are  of  your  mind?  you  are dtccivedf  if  you  think  fa 
«♦  To  them  that  believe* he  ifii  precious/'  through  all  the  woild^ 
1  Pet.  ii.  jv  ;  and  in  the  other  world  they  are  of  a  quite  Qoi*- 
trary^mindv  Could  you  but  hear  what  h  faid  of  him  ia  hcavei^ 
k  what  a.dialeft  the  favedof  the  fcord  do  extol  their  Say i^gnur^ 
or  couldryoU' but  imagine  the  felf^revenges,  the  felf^t{)rQieo^» 
whick  the  damned  fu&r  i^  their  foUy,  aed  what  a  y^ue  they 
would  fit  upon- one  teodev  of  Chnfl^  H  it  mighi)  but  s^ai»  be 
hoped  for ;  you  would  fee  that  fuch  as  you  are  the  ojjy?  dfiif^lf- 
ers  of  Ghrift  %    Befidfii,  merhinki  it  is  aflowlhing,  i^at  you 

*  Fy^  fy^  faith  .pnc^  0509  this  conclemn^ii  and  f«<4^  iwipijld*  that- 
will  give  fo  li;tlc,  for  Chrift  and  falvati on  :  Oh  f  if  there  were  tut  a 
free  market  proclaimed  of  GhriU  andfidyatioi^in  that*day>  v^en  tlve 

tfumjpet 
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Aonkl  ddpift  j  flierej  in  which  yoar  6wfi  Icluls  «fe  (c>t!fearl)r» 
fedecpiy^.fo  eVerlaftifigly  concerned,  as  they  are  m  this  gift  of 
Cod.  If  it  were  bat  tht  f^nl  of  another,  nay,  kfs,  if  font  tbt 
body  df  aaotbvr,  and  yet  leis  than  that^  tf  but  another^s  bealH 
whofe  life  you  cottid  prefcrve,  yoo  are  obliged  to  do  it  t  bnc 
(When  it  is  thy  feif,  yea»  the  beft  part  of  thy  ielf,  thinfe  o^xfn  in- 
valtnbfe  (oa\,  that  thou  ruioeft  and  deftroyeft  hereby,  oh,  what 
a  monftei-  art  thou,  to  caft  it  «way  thus !  What !  wiU  you  flight 
your  own  Ibols  ?  care  you  not  whether  they  be  iaved,  or  whe- 
ther thQr  be  danin^lf  fsitfntletfdftnhidifllemitthtogwthyM 
which  way  they  fall  at  death  ?^  have  you  imagined  a  tolerable 
hell  ?  IS  it  caTy  to  perilh  ?  ikrfe  ySu  not  only  turned  God's  enc* 
ffiics,  but  your  own  too  ?  Oh,  fee  what  mongers  fln  can  turn 
KM  idd  iJtroAto  iiito  e  Oh»  the  ftufifykig^  bcfotling,  Intdxi- 
fating  power  of  (in !  But  perhaps  you  think  that  all  thefe  arc 
butuncbrtaia  Ibunds,  with  which  W6  afanh.you:  itmeyte 
diine  own  heart  will  preach  fttch  doArine  as  this  to  thee ;  Who 
can  affiire  thee  of  the  reality  of  thefe  things  ?  why  (houldit 
thou  trOttUo  thyfelf  with  an  iavifible  worlds  or  be  (b  much  con* 
ferned  for  what  thin«  eyes  never  faw»  nor  didft  ever  receive  the 
report  from  any  that  have  feen  them  i  Wellt  though  we  can- 
not nowihew  you  thefe  things,  yet  (hortly  they  (hall  be  (hewn 
yoo ;  Bfid  your  own  eyes  (b^L  behold  them.  You  are  convin* 
ced  atid  latisfied  that  many  other  tbinga  are  real  which  you  ne- 
ver (aw :  but  be  aflfured,  l^hat  "  if  the  word  (poken  by  angels 
**  was  Aedfeft,  and  every  tranfgrefllon  and  difobedience  rcceiv; 
**  ed  a  juR  recompence  of  reward ;  how  (hall  we  efcapci  if  we 
*'  n^left  (b  gr^t  a  (klvadon^  which  at  firft  bsgan  to  be  fpo- 
"  ken  to  ut  by  the  Lord>  and  was  coofirmed  to  us  by  them  that 
''  heard  bim»Ood  alio  bearing  them  witnefs  ?''  Heb«  ii.  t,  3,  4. 
tiut  if  they  ;h!  certafn,  yet  they  are  not  near,:  it  wiU  be  a  long 
tim^.  bcfote.  they  come.  Poor  (but !  how  doft  th^u  cheat  thy- 
lelf  ?  It  may  be  aot  by  twenty  parts  fo  long  a  time  as  thy  own 
f;9icy  draws  it  forth  f<^  thee ;  thou  art  not  Certain  of  ^he  next 
Jftomtont. 

Snd  fnppde  what  rhou  imagine(1: :  What  are  twenty  or  forty 
^rs  when  they  are  ^(t  ?  yeft,  What  iire  a  thoufand  yettrt  to 
vaft  er^nity  ?  Gb  triAt  away  a  feWdays  more,  fieep  out  A  fkw 
nights  fis^e,  and  then  lie  d6wn  in  the  dbft ;  ii  wUi  not  be  bn^ 

xfiiMpet  Iff  <*5Ad  fcaft  at^dirfl  th^  d^rf  •  how  ftiftny  fcey^rs  woi^d  tte 
there  f  God  fend  me  no  more  b^p{>itkfl  b\ii  that  which  the  blind 
Wld  (lo  thtit  etett^  wOe)  lettefcfa  Hif  ^^^H^  ^^  fiogersi. 
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ere  the  tinfnp  of  God  (hall  awaken  thee,  and  thine  eyes  ihaU 
behold  JeAis  coining  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  then  you  will 
know  the  price  of  this  fin.  Oh  I  therefore,  if  there  be  any 
Icnfe  of  eternity  upon  you,  any  pity  or  love  for  yoorfclves  in 
you  ;  if  yon  have  auy  concernments  more  than  the  beafts  that 
perifti,  defpife  not  your  own  offered  mercies,  Qight  not  die 
richeft  gift  that  ever  was  yet  opened  to  the  world ;  and  a  fweet* 
er  cannot  be  opened  to  all  eternity. 


S    E    R    AT   O    N      V. 

Treats  of  CHRIST'S  wokderful  PEiisaN. 

John  i.  14.  And  tht  Ward  tvas  made  Flejb,  anddwek  among 

us,  &c.  ' 

V  OU  have  heard  the  covenant  ©f  redemption  opened.  The 
•*•  work  therein  propounded  by  the  Father,  and  confcnted 
to  by  the  Son,  is  fuch  as  infinitely  exceeds  the  power  of  any 
,  meer  creature  to  perform.  He  that  undertakes  to  fatisfy  God, 
by  obedieoce,  for  man^s  fin,  muft  himfelf  be  God ;  and  he  that 
performs  fuch  a  perfeA  obedience,  by  doing,  and  fuffering  aH 
that  the  law  required,  in  our  room,  muft  be  man.  Thcfe  two 
natures  muft  be  united  in  one  pcrfon,  elfe  there  could  not  be 
a  concourfe  or  co-operation  of  ^either  nature  in  his  mediatory 
works.  How  thefe  natures  are  united,  in  the  wonderful  perfon 
of  our  Immanvei,  is  the  firft  part  of  the  great  myftory  of  god- 
linefs  * :  A  fubjcft  ftudied  and  adored  by  angels  J  and  the  niy- 
ilery  thereof  is  wrapped  up  in  this  text.     Wherein  we  havc^ 

Firfi,  The  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God  plainly  afiferted. 

Secondly,  That  aflertion  flrongly  confirmed. 

(i.^  In  the  aflertipn  we  have  three  parts.  * 

X.  The  Per/on  ajfuming,  i  A«>6f,  the  Word  fj  fi*  ^')  ^^  &- 

*  The  incarnation  is  the  miracle  of  mtracles  ;  a  teftimony  again  ft 
unbelievers,  ifa.  vii.  i^.  and  a  document  to  believers.  N»ne  caa 
declare 'his  generauoD,  Ifa.  liii,  8.  Neither  can  at>y  declare  his  in- 
carnation, his  name  is  fecret^  Judges  xiii.  18.  Wonderful,  Ifa.  isc 
6  A  name  that  no  man  knoweth,  viz.  perfe^y,  but  himfelf. 
The  Trinity  is  the  greateft,  the  incarnation  the  nepct  myftery,  IS^Qt^m 
$on*s  Orthodox  Evang^ift,  p.  38. 

*t  Word,  a  real  fabftance,  or  perton ;  and  not  a  word,  fpoken  or 
uttered.     Fulgent.  l^m^X,* 
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CQQ<)  Peribn  or  Snbfiftent  iQ  the  moft  glorious  (^)dhet<I,  called 
the  Word,  either  becaufe  he  is  the  fcope  and  priacipal  iiiatcer» 
both'  ok  the  prophetical  and  promiffory  word ;  or  becaufe'  he  ex- 
poands  and  reveals  the  mind  and  will  of  God  to  men,  as  verfe 
.1,8-  'The  only-l)legotten  Son  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  Ihe  Father, 
•be  hath  declared  or  expounded  him. 

2rf  The  Nature  affumed^  c^pl,  Fiefli,  (i.  e,)  the  intire  ha- 
"fBan  nature;  confiiUng  of  a  true  human  foul  and  body.  For 
fo  this  word  «r«f)|,  in  Rom.  iii.  20.  and  the  Hebrew  word  T\£73 
'which  answers  tOt.  it,  by  an  ufual  Metonotny  of  a  part'  for  the 
whole,  is  ofed,  Gen.  vi.  12.  And  the  word  FleJbX^  rather  ufed 
iiere,  than  Man,  on  purpofe  ro  enhance  the  admirable  conde- 
fceafion  and  abafement  of  Chrift  ;  there  being  more  of  vilenefi». 
weaknefs,  and  oppofidon  to  fpirit  in  this  word,  than  in  that,  as 
^is  pertinently  noted  by  fome.  Hence  the  whole  nature  is  deno- 
.  minated  by  that  part,  and  called  flefh. 

-  3.  The  ajfumptim  itfelf,  lyinr^t  he  was  made  ;  not  fuit,  he 
•was,  (as  Socinus  would  render  it,  defignlng  thereby  to  over- 
throw the  cxiftence  of  Chrill's  glorified  body  now  in  heaven) 
but  fa€lus  eft^  it  was  made  (i,  e.)  he  took  or  afTumed  the  true 
;huniaQ  nature  (called  flefli  J,  for  the  reafon  before  rendered) 
into  the  anity  of  his  divine  peirfon,  with  all  its  integral  partt 
and  eflential  properties ;  and  fo  was  m^de,  or  became  a  true  and 
;real  man,  by  that  aHnrnption.  The  apofile  fpeaking  of  the 
fame  a£l,  Heb.  ii.  16.  ufea  another  word,  He  took  on  iim, 
iwtxaficfidnrm»  fitly  rendered  he  took  on  kim^  or  he  aflbmed : 
which  afTuming,  though  inchoative,  it  was  the  work  of  this 
whole  Trinity,  God  the  Father,  in  the  Son,  by  the  Spirit, 
formipg  or  creating  that  nature ;  as  if  three  fifiers  fiiould  make 
a  garment  betwixt  them,  which  only  one  of  them  wears :  yet, 
tcrminative,  it  was  the  aft  of  the  Son  only ;  it  was  he  pnjy 
that  \9zs  fnade  fiejhi  -  And  when  it  is  fatd,  he  was  made  flefh, 
mifconceive  not,  as  if  th^re  were  a  mutation  of  the  Godhead 
into  flelh;  for  this  was  performed  ([,  "  not  by  changing  what 
«<  be  was,  but  by  afTuming  what  he  was  not,"  as  Augufline 
Twell  exprefletbit.  As  when  the  fcripture,  in  a  like  exprefSon, 
iaith,  '•  He  was  made  fin,"  2  Cor.  v.  xxi. ;  and  made  a  curfc, 
Q4l«  iii.  13,  the  meaning  is  not,  that  he  was  turned  into  fin,  or 

,$  The  Evangelift  chofe  to  ufe  the  Word,  Flefh,  inflead  of  Man, 
that  }t  might  the  more  appear  how  far  the  Word  that  was  God, 
'bombled  himfelf,  when  he  wa>  made  Flefh.  For  there  is  manifeft- 
ly  more  of  Vilenefs,  and  greater  oppofition  to  Spirit  implied  in  the 
^ord  FJelh  thap  in  the -word  Mao.  Maccoviui*s  Common  Places. 
I  Ni?n  mutando  ^uod  erat,  fed  ajfumendo  %uod  ncn  erat,    Aug, 


Into  a  eofle ;  no  nibre  may  we  tMak  herft  lhe<3odheiid  mm 
ciiraed  iato  fleOk^  aod  loft  its  owa  being  and  nature,  becaofe 
il  18  faid  he  ^as  made  fle(h.  This  is  the  i«m  of  the  aflerrioo. 
(2.)  This  af&rtioD  [*'  that  the  word  was  made  fle(h*']  it 
ArOn^y  coafirmed.  He, ''  dwelt  aitaoog  us*"  ahd  we  6w  l» 
glory.  This  was  no  phattufm,  but  a  moft  regl  and  iodbbi^ 
table  thing,  tof,  i^ifsHt  if  ift*^  f»tched  bis  tent,  or  U* 
befnaekd  with  as.  Aod  wc  are  eye^v^^tnefles  of  It.  P«d^ 
kl  to  that,  I  Joha  L  i,  2, 3.  **  That  which  was  ftodi  the  bepai^ 
<<  oisg,  which  we  have  heardi  which  we  have  feeawitbatf 
*'  eyes,  which  we  have  looked  upon^  and  Our  hands  hsn 
**  handled^  of  the  Word  of  life>  6c.  dedare  we  uco  you.* 
lieiioe  note, 

Doft.  Thta  Jrfus  CMft  did  realty  affume  the  trwf  mdferfA 
nature  rf  num^  into  a  perjondl  unwn  with  his  divine  »•• 
fure^  €indJtiU  remains  true  Gtnl^  and  true  man^  in  one  per* 
/m/or  ev^r. 

The  propofitiott  eotitains  one  of  the  deepeft  myfleries  id  go^ 
liaeis  *,  I  Tim.  iii.  16.  A  myftery^  by  which  af^tehealioa  k 
tfattled,  invention  aftoniflied,  aod  all  expreOiott  fwallowed  ap. 
^ever  the  tonMes  of  angels  were  dcfirabfe  to  explicate  say 
Vord  of  God,  they  are  fo  here.  Gi^at  is  the  iiitettft  of  wivdt 
in  this  doftrine.  We  walk  tipOki  iht  brink  of  di^^ger.  The 
leaft  tread  awry  may  ingnlph  ns  in  the  bOgs  of  error.  Arht 
%ould  have  been  content,  if  the  council  of  Nice  wou(d  bat  t^n 
^tified  him  fai  a  letter,  ^ft^in^^^  iind^tstt^i.  The  NeftorM 
alio  defired  but  a  letter,  BtOix^f*  ^t«ii»;.  Thefe  Itemed  bat 
imall  and  modeft  r^uefts,  but,  if  granted,  had  ptoted  no  flKkaH 
{irejodfce  to  Jefns  Chtift,  iand  kis  troths.  I  defife  therefore  difc 
deader  would,  with  greateft  attention  of  mind,  apply  Ut^i 
to  thefe  nroths.    it  is  a  doClrine  hard  to  o^erfWmd,  and  daa- 

*  The  iocarnattoo  is  God's  work,  whereby  tke  Son  of  God,  (ae* 
.eordittg  to  the  ttconomy  of  the  divine  coanfel  of.  the  father,  of  the 
;S0n,  and  of  the  holy  8pirit)  humbiiag  and  aba&ig  hiMfelf,  t<$dc 
•from  the  Virgin  Mary,  fey  the  power  add  efficacy  of  the  holy  S^Ht 
upon  her ;  real,  entire,  perfeft,  holy  Fle(h ;  yet  fo  as  that  that  Flcfli 
bad  no  prober  fubfidenCe  without  the  Sod  of.  G(ki)  but  was  really 
boroe  and  carried  about  by  him  ;  the  two  entire  natures  being  uuir 
ed  among  themfelve$,  without  any  change  of  the  ode  into  the  othei« 
;with6ut  confufion,  without  divifion,  and  unfeparably,  ire.  Whence 
b  con/btated  the  perfoa  of  Chr^,  God  man.    ^tftfjls  furifirk 


geroos  taiii^iri».  I  am  really  gf  \&%  mSod  thai  fiM  *,  <It  i» 
'  better  aoi  toodi  tbe  bottom,  than  Q0(  keep  wilbia  the  cirde :' 
MsUus  ifl  ntfiir^  antrum^  fmm>  non  t09urt  cireuban^  Ut  did 
aflame  a  true  haman  body ;  that  is  plainly  aftited,  Phik  it. 
7,  8,  iK,  Heb.  ii.  14,  16.  lo  4Mie.place  it  is  called  takimg  oq 
him  the  feed  of  Abraham,  and  in  the  texN  ^/k  Ha  didi 
alio  aflame  a  tiw  humaa  fool^  that  is  ondenii^le  by  its  Qf>era«- 
tioBS,  paffions,  and  expiration  at  lad,  Matth.  xxvi.  38.  aoc^ 
wvii^  50.  And  that  both  thefe  natures  make  Imt  one  perfoa, 
is  as  evident  from  Rom.  i.  j,  4.  '*  Jefus  Chrift  was  made  of  the 
'*  feed  of  David,  according  to  the  flefli,  and  declared  to  be  the 
*^  Son  of  God  with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  hpUocfi,  by^ 
'<  therdonre^iQB  from  the  dead."  SoJlom.  ix.  5.  'lOf  whom, 
'4  as  coDceming  thefleOi,  Chrift  came,  who'^is  oircr  all,  God  bkf* 
^  (ed  for  ever.  Ameflu"  Bat  that  yon  may  have  a  ioa&d  and 
dear  nnderfianding  of  tbismyftery,  I  will,  (i.)  Open  the  nature |, 
(a«)  This  cffe£b;  and  (}.}  The  vettoos  or  voAi  of  ifaia wonder- 
fnl  anion. 

Firfi^  The  nature  of  thisumoQ.    There    ««^^  .      ^,, 
are  ihr«»  iU«iftriooa  and  dazzling  anions  in    uiaH^r- 
fcriptm^s  that  of  diree  perfoos  in  one  God,    Wf  ^^'j^  ^ni^ 
mfimiaify.  Thatoftwodiftittftn^ores.and    ^'*^i^^^^^- 
perfons ;  by  one  fpirtt  MyfikaUyt :  and  this  of  two  diftinfi  nan 
tores  in  one  peribn,  Hyfofitaikalfy.    This  is  my  talk  to  opea 
at  tbismme :  and^  for  the  more  difiiofi  and  perfpievous  manage^ 
B«it  ^heMof ,  I  (hali  fpcak  to  it  both  neg^wefy  nuAfcfitivify. 

1.  Negativify.  Think  ncic  when  Chi&  ai^     «, .        . ,  ^ 
filmed  our  natsure,  that  it  was  unitad  c^fiih    ^1  '^^'''^''''' 
Jtmtiaify,  ib  as  the  three  perfons  in  the  God*    ^    -^ * 
l|ead  are  vni ted  among  thm^lne^.    They  all  have  bnc  one  and 
|he  fiyoe  natnre  and  will ;.  \mt  ia  Chaift  are  two  difilnA  aatuces 
and  wiS^  dioogh  bat  one  peri^ft-  n 

a.Norj^etabattheyaiennitod  Not  phyftcally 

asfontaadibody  araiMitedmQfte  perfootfor  ^v      / 

death  j|£famUy  difiblii»9  thai)  tot  this  is  indifiblable/  So  thai 
when  his  Ibnl  e3i|»red^  a^d  Us  body  was  interred,  both  foul  and 
body  were  flSll  united  ip  dus^  feoond  Perlbo  as  msuch  as  ever. 

3.  ^m^yeti^it  (ocb a  mi((^idt j  wuQii^  a3  is  be-   ^^ .       ..    ., 
tween  Chrift  and  believers.    Indeed  that  is  a  ^^^  ^tVA^^^/K- 

•  ^  R»afihi  (ftufhont)  can  iie«rar  (be«^it&l£mote  reafoaable,  tka^ 
ifk  ceafing  to  reafoa  about  thiogi  -vnhich  are  above  redfi^a,  /  Whatfo* 
ever  is  cimceakd  firom  us  that  v/c  are  not  to  pry^  into.  But  ^ve  are 
AOttneTeri|p»k\jihatiaplssA.aadmanif&{t»    PtQ^p^r. 
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glorious 'QDton ;  but  though  believers  are  Aiid  to  be  m  Chrift, 
and  Chrift'in  them,  yet  they  are  not  one  perfoo  with  him.  They 
are  not  chtiilcd  into  Chrift,  or  godded  into  God»  as  blafpbe- 
SD0U8  Famihfis  f|>eak. 

zdly,  Pofitively.  But  this  afTumption  of  which  I  fpeak,  is 
that  whereby  the  fecond  perlbn  in  the  Crodhead  did  take  the 
human  nature  into  a  perlbnal  union  with  ^imfelF,  by  vlrtoe 
whereof  the  manhood  fublifls  in  the  fecond  perfon,  yet  with- 
out confufton,  both  nfaking  but  one  peribn,  ee«r#p«9ros>  ori^- 
manuei^  God  with  us. 

So  that  though  we  truly  afcribe  a  two- fold  nature  to  Chrift, 
yet  not  "a  double  -perfon  f  :  For,  the  human  nature  of  Cbrift 
never  fubfiiled  feparately  and  diHinftiy,  by  any  perfonal  fob- 
iifttnce  of  its  own,  as  it  doth  in  ail  other  men,  but  from  the 
firft  moment  of  conception,  fubfifted  in  union  with  the  fecood 
perfon. 

To  explicate  this  myftery  more  particulary^  let  it  be  con- 
£dered; 

FifJ^f  The  human  nature  was  united  to  the  fecond  perfoo 
miraculoujfy  and  extraordinarily,  being  fupern^turally  framed, 
in  the  womb  of  the  Virgin,  by  the  over-fliadowiag  power  of 
the  Higheft,  Luke  i.  34,  35.  By  reafon  whereof  it  may  truly  ^ 
and  properly  be  faid  to  be  the  fruit  ef  the  womb,  not  of  the 
loins  of  men,  nor  by  man.  And  this  was  ncceflary  U>  exempt 
the  aHamed  nature  from  the  ftain  and  pollution  of  .Adam's  iia, 
which  it  wholly  efcaped ;  inafmnch  as  he  received  it  not,  as  alt 
others  do,  in  the  way  of  ordinary  generation,  wherein  origiaal 
£n  is  propagated  :  but  this  being  extraordinarily  produced,  was 
9  moft  pure^and  holy  thing,  Luke  i.  35.  And  indeed  this  per- 
feA  (hining  holinefs,  in  which  it  was  produced,  was  abfolutdf 
neceflary,  both  in  order  to  its  union  with  the  xdivi^  perfoo, 
and  the  dcfignof  that  union;  which  was  both  to  (Jitisfy for, 
and  to  fandify  us.  The  two  natures  could  not  be  conjoined 
in  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  had  thei:e  been  the  lead  taint  of  Co  op* 
on  the  hom^n  nature.  For  God  can  have  xlq  feilowfhip  .with 
fin,  much  lefs  be  united  to  it.  Or,  fuppofing  fuch  a  conjooc-' 
tion  with  our  fmful  nature,  yet  he  being  a  fmnerhimfelf,  coold 
sever  fatisfy  for  the  fins  of  others;  nor  could  any  unholy  thiog 

f  The  human  nature  is  not,  JJicovWA^,  fabdfting  of  itfelf,  nor 
did  the  htiman  nature  extfl  before  it  was  aflumed ;  but  fp  fpon  as  the 
flc(h  exifted,  it  was  the  flclh  of  the  Word  of  God.  And  fo  ihij  per-, 
fon  of  Chrill  ia  one,  in  which  th^re  are  two  didin^  things,  but  iMA 
two  fiiiitind  perfons.    Greg.  Ndz.  in.  Tbc9dQM»  Difi/^uf  a* ..     < 
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cm  tasikc  ns  iioly.  ''  Soch  an  High  Pdeft  therefore  hetiamt  us 
**  as  is  holy,  hartolcfs,  undcfiled,  ieparsteArom  Tinners, "  Hcb. 
yii.  26.  ."^ndfoch  ran  one  he  muftnoeds  be,  whom  the  H9I7 
Ghofl  produces  in  fuch  a  peculiar  way,  >•'  i^i^y,  that  holy 
Aing. 

Secondly^  As  it  was  produced  miracnloufly,  {o  it  was  afluia* 
ed  integrally  \  that  is  to  lay,  Cbrill  took  a  compleat  and  per- 
fed  human  ioul  and  body,  with  all  and  every  faculty  and  mem* 
ber  pertaining  to  it.  And  this  was  ncceiiary  (as  both  *  Auitia 
and  t'Fulgeniius  have  well  obfervcd)  that  thereby  he  might  heal 
the  whole  nature  of  that  leproiy  of  fia,  which  hath  ieized  and 
infected  every  mecober  and  faculty,  n^frm  in^smfiv  /»•  n»r« 
fhi^^n.  *'  He  affumcd  all,  to  fanftify  atl  »**  as  Damafcen  expreff* 
cth  it.  He  dciigned  a  pcjfeft  recovery,  by  fanftifying  us  wholly 
In  foul,  body,  audi  fpirit ;  and  therefore  aflumed  the  whole  ia 
order  to  it. 

Thinlly,  He  aflbmed  our  nature,  as  with  all  its  integni  parts, 
ib  with  all  it«  JinU/s  infirmitks*  And  therefore  it  is  fiiid  <i(F 
him,  H^b.  ii,  17.  <<  That  it  behoved  him,"  tmmi^tti  •fmu^'hcu^ 
according  to  all  things  (that  is,  all  things  natural,  not  formally 
£nful  Xy  as  it  is  limited  by  the  fame.  apoAle,  Heb.  iv.  15.)  to  be 
made  like  unto  his  brethren.  But  here  our  divines  do  careful*- 
ly  diAingui(h  in&rmlties  into  perfonal  and  natural.  Perf<inai 
infirmities  are  fuch  as  befal  particular  peribns,  from  pardoilar 
caufes,  fuch  as^dumbaefs,  blindnefs,  lamene(s,  leprofies,  moii« 
flrofities,  and  othqr  deformities.  .  Thefe  it  was  00  way  nccct 
fary  that  Chrift  (hould,  nor  did  he.  at  all  aiFums ;  but  the  nam* 
jral  Ones,  fuch  as  hunger,  thirft,  wearifiefs,  fweatingi  blee<ling» 
mortality,  ifc.  which  though  they  are  not  in  themielves  for* 
mally  and  intrinfically  fiotul ;  yet  are  they  the.  elSefts  and  con- 
iequents  of  iiu.  They  are  fo  maoy  marks,  that  lin  hath  left 
oi  Itfelf  upon  our  natures.  And  on  that  account  Chrift  is  faid 
tobcfent  **inthelikcnefsoffinfulfle(h,"Rom.viii.  3.  Wherei* 
in  the  gracious  condefceniion  of  Chrift  for  us  is  marvdloufly  fig* 

*  Aug,  deCivit.  Dei,  lib.^io.  cap,  27.  p.  586. 

\  Fulgent,  ad  Tra,  1.  i.  p.  251.     Datnafc.  lib,  3.  cap.  20. 

%  The  natural  pollution  and  original  defilement  of  fio,  which 
cleaves  to  human  nature  in  getieral,  could  not  iofed  the  human  na* 
core  of  Chrift,  becaufe  the  holy  $J)irit,  according  to  his  own  maopcr 
of  working,  had  made  it  abfolately  uadefiled  and  impeccable,  or, 
DDcapaUe  of  committing  fin  :  and  fuch  a  perfect  and  fiolefs  nature 
it  behoved  to  be,  in  which  our  fins,  with  their  defilement  and  guilty 
<4rere  to  be  done, away.     Trek.  Inftit.  p.  s8« 

Vol-.  I.      .  L       . 


Mlized,  that  ht  would  ooc  aflume  oar  ioooceBtaatvre,  a$  it  vrM 
in  Adam  before  the  fall,  while  it  ftood  ia  all  its  primitive  glory 
and  pertedlioa  ;  but  after  (ia  had  quite  defaced,  ruined,  and 
fpoiled  it. 

Fourthly,  The  human  nature  is  to  united  with  the  divide,  aa 
that  each  nature  fliti  retains  its  own  efleiitial  properties  di- 
AinA  *.  And  this  diftin^tion  is  not,  nor  can  be  loft  by  that 
union.  So  that  the  two  underfiaudines^  wills,  powers,  ifc,  viz.  - 
The  divine  and  human,  are  not  confounded  ;  but  a  line  of  dt- 
ftifi^iott/  runs  betwixt  them  RiU  in  this  wonderful  perion.  It 
was  the  herefy  of  the  Eutychians,  condemned  by  the  council  of 
CfaakedoA,  to  affirm,  that  there  was  no  diAiu^ion  betwixt  the 
two  natures  in  Chrifl.  Againn"  whom  that  council  deteraoined; 
that  they  were  united  imfy^urm^^  without  any  imoiutation,  o( 
coofufioQ. 

Fifthly,  The  union  of  the  two  natures  in  Chrift,  as  an  Infepe^ 
rcble  unions  (o  that  from  the  firft  moment  thereof,  theie  never 
was,  nor  to  eternity  fhall  be,  any  feparatipp  of  them. 

Douht*  If  you  aft  how  die  unioa  remained  betwixt  tbem» 
when  Chrift's  human  foul  and  bcKly  were  feparated  from  each  ty- 
ther  upon  the  crofs  ?  Is  not  death  the  diflbiution  of  unioa  be* 
twixt  foul  atKl  body  ?  '^ 

Re/blution,  True,  the  natural  union  betwixt  his  (bui^and  bo* 
dy  was  diflfoived  by  death  for  a  time,  but  this  hypofbtlcal  u« 
Yiiofl  remained  even  then  as  intire  and  firm  as  ever :  for,  th<^o^ 
his  foul -and  body  were  divided  fixjm  each  other,  yet  neither  of 
theiti  from  the  divine  nature.  Divines  affift  our  conceptioii  of 
this  rayftery,  by  an  apt  tUuflration  f.    A  man  that  holds  in  hia 

*  By  this  uaioB  of  the  human  with  the  divine  nature,  the  human 
Batune  is  not  raiiecl  to  die  feme  perfe^ian  with  the  divine,  nof  chasi|;<- 
ed  into  it,  dot  confounded  with  it ;  as  if  what  is  any  way  ;pectiltar  co 
the  divine,  wene  eomMunicated  to  the  human  nature ;  but  that  the 
one  always  did*  ami  dot])^  remain  tpt4ly  dtfliod  firom  the  other*;  the 
human,  to  wit^  confifting  of  a  finite  body,  and  of  a  foul,  the  fame, 
as  to  fubftance  9fid  eflential  pawers,  Avith  other  mens.  Brad/han» 
w  Juftifie^Hipfiy  p,  79^. 

f  TMtuj  gives  us  a  fiae  illoAratton  of  k :  ^  Even  as  a  man  (iayt 
*'  he)  holding  a  fword  (heathed,  when  ht  pleafech,  <iraws  fortii  the 
^*  fword ;  but  ftill  hdds  tlmt  tn  oae  hand,  and  tJbe  (heath  io*>che  o» 
**  ther,  {[and  then  /heaths  it  again,  ftill  holding  it  in  his  hand  J  :  fi» 
"  the  Divine  Perfon  feparated  the  foul  fi'om  thehtunan  body,  as  ic 
"  were  a  fword  drawn  out  of  ita  (heath,  but  ikiW  he  held  both  u<> 
*'  ni'ted  to  himfelf ;  bat  by  the  rcfxxm^ion  be  rejpiiied  the  foul  a^ 
"  the  body,  as  when  one  puts  the  fword  in  the  fcabbard*** 
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had  a  fWord  Aiaatlied,  Vhea  he  pleafeth,  draws  fortti  the 
fword;  botftUl  holds  that  iq  odo  haad,  and  the  (heath  in -the 
<xher,  and  then  (heaths  it  again,  ftill holding  it  in  his  hand:  (b 
when  Chntt  died,  his  foul  and  body  retained  their  union  with 
the  (Kvine  natore^  thongh  not;  (during  that  fpace)  pne  with  ao- 

And  thos'yon  are  to  form  and  regulate  yonr  conceptions  df 
this  great  mydery.  Some  adumbrations  and  imperfeA  fimili* 
tildes  of  it  may  be  found  in  nature.  Among  which  (bme  *  com-  ^ 
mend  that  umoa  which  the  fool  and  body  have  with  each  other ; 
they  are  of  different  natures,  yet  both  hiake  one  individnal  man. 
Others  f  find  fault  vnth  this,  becaufe  both  the(e  united  make 
bat  one  eompleat  human  nature;  whereas.  In  Chrift*8  perfoa» 
there  are  two  natures,  and  commend  to  us  a  more  perfeft  em- 
blem, n't.  That  of  the  Cyon  and  the  tree  or  ftock,  which 
have  two  natsrea,  yet  make  but  <me  tree.  But  then  we  muft 
remember  that  tlM^  Oyon  wants  a  rdot  of  its  own,  which  is  an 
iutegral  part,  but  Chtift  aflUaaed  our  nature  integrally.  This 
defeft  is  by  others  X  fup{riied  in  the  Mi/let^  and  the  Oak, 
yfhlA  have  difierent  natures ;  and  the  MiJUtse  fubfilh  in  union 
,  with  the  Oak,  (till  retaining  the  differenoe  of  nature;  and  though 
ttaking  but  one Jree,  yet  bears  diflerent  fruits.  And  fo  much 
to  the  firft  thing,  namely,  the  nature  of  this  udlon. 
Snmdiy,  For  the  effcfts,  or  immediate    ^^      r,.    ^  .. 

I.  The  two  natures  being  thtis  mited  in  the  peribn  of  the 
Me^ator,  by  virtne  whereof  the  properties  of  each  nature  are 
attributed,  and  do  truly  agree  in  the  whole  pcrfon ;  fo  that  it 
is  proper  to  fay,  the  Lord  of  glory  was  crticificd,  i  Cor.  ii.  8.  % 
and  rhe  blood  of  God  redcenied  the  Church,  Afts  xx.  2«.  | 
tbit  Cbrifl  sm  both  in  beaTCOy  and  in  earth  at  the  fame  time, 
Johniii.  13. 

Yet  we  do  not  believe  that  one  nature  doth  transfn(e  or 
impart  its  properties  to  the  other  %  or  that  it  is  proper  to  (ay 

,L  2 

*  Joftin  Martyr*  f  Alex.  Alex.  %  F  oberts  of  the  covenant. 
.  (  The  properties  of  both  natures  may  be  attril)uted  to  the  whok 
perfon  of  Chrift,  in  the  concrete  ;  jhe  Son  of  man,  who  is  a  Perfon 
eoailftipg  of  two  natusesi  is  every-wbere-prefent,  is  eternal,  is  ador-^ 
able»  that  is,  be  is  to  be  adored  according  to  his  divine  nature,  to 
which  thcfe  properties  (of  omni-prefcnce,  eternity,  praife-wortbi- 
nefs\  are  applicabh :  we  adore  itideed  the  Deity  incarnate*  but  the 
Divinity  itfetf  is  the  only  pcrfe^  objcd  of  our  worflup. 
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the  dJviftc  nature  CifFered,  bled,  or  died ;  or  the^human  is  om* 
nifcicnt,  omoipoteot,  omniprefeot ;  but  that  the  properties  of 
both  natures,  are  lb  aicribed  to  the  perfon,  that  it  is  property 
affirm  aoy  of  them  of  him  in  the  concrete,  though  not  abitraft* 
]y.  The  light  underftandiog  of  this  woald  greatly  affift,  itt 
teaching  the  trueTenfe  of  the  forenamed,  and  many  other  dark 
pafldges  in  the  fcriptures. 

2.  Another  fruit  of  this  hypoftatical  union,  is  the  fioptv  | 
advancement  of  the  human  nature  in  Chrift,  far  beyodd  and  a* 
bove  what  it  is  capable  of  in  any  other  perfbn  ♦,  it  being  hew* 
by  replenilhed  and  filled  with  an  unparalleled  meafure  of  diTios 
graces  and  excellencies ;  in  which  refpeft  he  is  faid  to  be  '*  anoin* 
**  ted  above,  or  before  his  fellows,"  Pfal.  xlv,  8.  and  fo  bccoBcs 
the  objeft  of  adoration  and  divine  w%r(hip,  Afts  vU.  59.  Thii 
the  Socinians  oppugn  with  this  argument :  He  that  is  wor(hip^ 
ped  with  a  divine  worfhip,  as  he  is  Mediator,  is  not  fo*WM> 
ihipped  as  God ;  but  Chrift  is  worfhippedas  Mediator.  Bat 
"we  fay,  that  to  be  worihipped  as^  Mediator,  and  as  God,  are 
not  oppofite,  but  the  i3ne  is  neeedarily  included  in  the  other; 
and  therein  is  farther  included  the  ratio  formalis  fub  fua  of  thst 
divine  religious  worfhip. 

3*  Hence,  in  the  laft  place,  follows,  as  another  cxcclleat 
fruit  of  this  union.  The  concourfe  and  cooperation  of  each  «i*. 
iure  to  his  mediatory  works  s  for,  in  them,  he  a6ls  according 
to  both  natures :  th^  human  nature  doing  what  is  hatBan,  vit* 
fuffering,  fweating,  bleeding,  dying;  and  his  divine  nature 
fiamping  all  the(e  ^ith  infinite  value ;  and  fo  both  fweedy  con- 
cur untp  one  glorious  work  and  defign  of  mediation.  Papifii 
generally  deny  that  he  performs  any  of  thcfe  mediatory  works 
as  God,  but  only  as  man;  but  how  boldly  do  they  thcrcia 
contradict  thefe  plain  fcriptures  ?  See  2  Cor.  v.  10.,  Heb.  ix. 
14,  15.  And  fo  much  as  to  the  fecond  thing  propounded,  vis* 
Ae  fruits  of  this  union. 

Thirdly,  The  laft  thing  to  be  opened  is  the  grounds  a&d 
^i  >,^Cm  /•  #A  reafonsofthisaflumption.  Aadwemayfiy, 
Pf  ^aT^t  ^  .  touching  that,  (i .)  That  the  human  nature 
hypofiaticat  union.     ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^  intrinfical  perfeftioa 

of  the  Godhead,  nbt  to  make  that  huma6  nature  itfelf  perfeft. 
The  divine  did  not  aflame  the  hutnan  nature  neceflarily,  but 

•  The  human  nature  bemg  thus  affuraed  above  all  other  created 
aatures,  is,  by  virtue  of  this  affumptiou,  lifted  up  10  the  bigheft 
^offible  pitch  Qf  dignity;  Heb.  i,  4,  5,  6.  Bradjhaw  on  Juftifca'^ 
tictt,  p.  79. 
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voiuatar»ly;  QOtotit  of  mdigence  but  bounty;  n«t  becaofe  i|: 
va^to  be  perfefleU  by  it,  but  to  perfeA  it,  by  caudng  it  to  lie  as 
a  pipe>  to  the  tufitute  alUfilling  touatain  of  grace  and  glory,  of 
which  it  is  the  great  receptacle.  (^,)  And  fo,  confequently,  to 
qualify  and  prepare  him  tor  a  full  difcharge  of  his  mediatorfhip, 
'  in  the  offices  of  oar  Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King.  Had  he  not  thi^ 
double  nature  in  the  uniry  of  his  perfbn^  he  could  not  have  beep 
oar  Prophet:  For,  asGo4,  he  knows  the  mind  and  will  oif 
God,  John  i.  18.,  and  iti.  13.  ;  and  as  man,  he  is  fitted  to  im^ 
.'part  it  fuitably  to  us,  Deut.xviii.  15,  16,  17,  i%,^  compared 
with  AAsxx.  12. 

As  Prieft^  had  he  not  beea  man,  he  could  have  (bed  no  blood ; 
and  if  not  God^  it  had  been  no  adequate  value  for  us  *,  Heb. 
ii.  17-,  Adb  lit*  28. 

As  King,  had  he  not  been  man,  he  had  been  an  heterogene* 
Oils,  and  fo  no  fit  head  for  us.  And  if  not  God>  he  could  jiei- 
'  ther  rule  nor  defend  his  body  the  Church. 

Thefe  then  were  thjc  defigns  and  ends  of  that  afTumptioa. 

Ufe  I .  Let  all  Chriftians  rightly  it^form  their  minds  in  thit 
truth  of  Jo  great  concernment  in  religion^  and  hold  it  fafi  a- 
gainft  all  fubtle  adverfaries^  that  'would  wrejl  it  from  them. 
The  learned  Hooker  obferves,  that  thcdividiog  of  Cluift's  per*- 
ion,  wbidh  is'bttt  one,  and  the  confounding  of  bis  natures,  which 
are  two,  hath  been  the  occafion  of  tbofe  errors  which  have  f^ 
greatly  diftnrbed  the  peace  of  the  church.  The  Arians  denied 
his  deity,  levelling  him  with  other  meer  men.  The  ApoUinar 
rians  maimed  his  humanity.  The  Sabellians  affirmed,  that  the 
Father  and  holy  Ghoft  were  incarnated,  as  well  as  the  Son  ;  and 
were  forced,  upon  that  abfurdity,  by  another  error,  t/iz.  denying 
the  .three  diftind  perfons  in  the  Godhead,  and  affirming  they 
were  but  three  names.  The  Eutychians  confounded  both 
natures  Jn  Chrift,  denying  any  diftinftion  of  them.  The  Selcu- 
£ans  affirmed,  that  he  unclothed  himfelf  of  his  humanity  when 
he  afcended,  and  hath  no  human  body  in  heaven.  The  Ne- 
ilorians  fo  rent  the  two  names  of  Chriil  afunder,  as  to  make  two 
diftinA  perfons  of  them. 

But  ye  (beloved)  'have  notfo  learned  Chrijl.  Ye  know  he  19 
(i.)  True   and  very  God;    (2.)  True  and  very  man;  that^ 

i3.)  thefe  two  natures  make  but  one  perfon,   being  united  In- 
^parably  ;  (4.)  that  they  are  not  confounded  or  fwallowed  up 

-      •   ■  t 

^  He  made  fatisfa£lioa  in  bisJinman  nature ;  but  then  the  worth, 
the  excellency,  eiEcacy  and  application  of  thajt  fatisfa^on  flow  fiom 
Ibe  divine  nature,    jjunef*  BtlL  EnezVy  libl  5, 


boe  \A  itliotfi^,  bat  retnain  fViU  diftin^  in  the  parfbn  of  Chrift* 
Hold  ye  the  form  of  found  words  which  cannot  be  amdemned. 
Great  things  hang  upon  all  thefe  truths.  Oh  fofier  not  a  (hme 
Id  be  looted  out  of  the  fonndation.    > 

Ufo  1.  Addre  thi  hve  ef  the  father ,  and  the  San^  who  kid  fo 
4Agjkf^yfmr  fouls f  snd  at  this  ratt  were  amtenteiymjbouid  be 
tecfsvtted, 

^  t.  The  bve  of  the  Father  is  herein  admirably  amfpicaotta, 
who  fd  Vehemently  wlUed  our  Talvation,  that  he  is  oooteat  id 
€egfa^  the  darling  of  his  foul  to  fo  vile  and  contemptible  a 
ftate,  which  was,  upon  the  matter^  an  undoing  to  him,  ki  ipcasa 
tH  reputation ;  as  the  apdftie  intimates,  Phil,  ii  7.  If  two  per- 
<bn^  be  at  a  varianee,  and  the  fuperior,  wl^  alij;  is  the  wroi^ei 
peribn^  begin  to  (loop  firft,  and  fay,  you  have  deeply  wrcmgsi 
ifte,  yeik,  youi-  biodd  is  not  able  t^  repair  the  wrongs  yoa  faaTc 
^iib^t  me :  however)  rndi  is  my  love  to  yon,  and  wtliiogiieft 
to  be  at  peace  with  yod,  that  i  ^Ul  part  Widl  What  is  moft  dear 
to  itie  i&  all  the  W6rld,  fbr  peace-fake ;  yea,  though  I  ftoop  be- 
}o^  myieif,  and  feem,  as  it  were,  to  forget  my  o^n  relation 
and  endearmisnts  to  my  own  fon,  I  will  not  (iifier  ftieh  a  breach 
betwitt  me  and  yod.  John  iii.  16.  '*  God  fo  loved  the  world, 
•*  thit  he  gave  his  ooly  begotten  Son.** 

^.  And  how  aftoiiilhing  is  the  love  pf  Chrifty  that  woal4 
make  fuch  a  ftdop  as  this  to  exalt  us  *!  Ob,  It  is  raviftiing  to 
thiAic,  he  (hotild  pafs  by  a  more  excellent  and  noUe  fpecies  of 
ere^ture^,  refufmg  the  angelic  i^ature,  Heb.  ii.  16.,  to  take  fieOi ; 
atid  tkot  to  folate  and  diiport  himfiHf  i«i  it  neither,  nor  expe* 
rience  {eeifitite  pleafunes  in  the  body:  fbr,  as  he  needed  thett 
libt»  being  ^t  the  fonntain-head  of  the  higheft  joys,  fo  it  wnt 
fadt  at  all  in  his  defign,  but  the  very  cdhtrary,  even  to  timke 
htm&If  a  fiibjeft  capable  of  forrows,  wonnds  and  tears  +.  It 
^vas,  as  the  apbftle  elegantly  cxprefleth  it,  in  Heb,  ii,  9.,  %jf^ 
Jftup  iTftm?  *^iioiiTm  Butdrtt;  that  he  mi^ht  fenfibiy  tafte  what 
r^fli  death  hath,  add  what  bitteiHefs  is  in  thde  pangs  atid  a<- 
'gon'r^s.  Nov^,  oh  that  y6u  wonld  get  yonr  hearts  fuitaUy  im<> 
prefTed  and  afl^Aed  with  thefe  high  expreflUres  of  the  k>ve  botk 
of  the  Father  and  Son !  How  is  the  courage  o^  fome  noble  Ro- 
mans celebrated  i^  hiflidry,  fbr  the  brave  adtentures  diey  made 

"^  No  bddy  raifes  another  lying  low,  without  firft  (beting  4owb» 
and  bowing  himfeif  to  the  ground,     Niercm, 

f  The  Sdn  of  God  therefore  tqok  fiefh,  that  he  migjht  be  capable 
«f  {uff(fenDg  in  human  nature,  wliat  he  could  not  have  done  la  the 
divtae,  which  is  uneajabie  of  fu&rijDg.     Tbe^* 


fer  the  cpiitxKmirealdi  \  but  they  could  nenr  (loop  ai  Cfarift 
did*  being  fo  infiaitely  below  him  in  perfooai  dignity. 

Ufie  3.  And  here  infinite  ivifdom  hiu  alio  left  a  famous  and  «• 
Verlaltiog  mark  of  itfelf ;  which  invites,  yca»  even  chaina  th^ 
eyes,  of  angels  and  naen  10  iefelf  *.  Had  there  been  ag^iMFal 
iouqcil  of  angelsy  to  advife  upon  a  way  of  recovering  poor  fin^ 
ners,  they  would  all  have  been  at  an  ever  kiting  demur  and  loft 
about  it.  It  could  not  have  entered  their  thoughts  (thougil^ 
|bey  are  iuteliigencers  and  mcxre  fagacious  creatures)  thaf  ever 
mercyj  pardoni  and  grace,  ifhould  find  fuch  a  way  as  this  to  ilTu^ 
lortfa  from  the  heart  of  God  to  the  hearts  of  finners.  Oh,  how 
u^ifely  is  the  method  of  our  inecovery  laid  I  ib  that  Chrift  may 
^  well  called,  **  the  power  and  wiidom  of  God,''  1  Cor,  L 
04* ;  fpraiiuttch  as  in  him  the  divine  wifdom  is  more  gtonfied 
than  in  all  the  other  works  of  Gpd,  upon  whickhe  hath  ina- 
prefled  it. .  Hence,  it  is,  that  ibme  of  the  fchootmaa  alfin», 
^thoagb  I  cqpfcfs  myfelf  nnlatisfied  with  it)  that  the  iocaruatl- 
on  of  CbriA  was  in  itfelf  io  glorious  a  demenftrattoo  of  God% 
ivifiiom  wd  power,  and  thereupon  To  defiraUe  in  itftlf,  that  , 
tbou^  mm  bad  not  fianed,  yet  Cbrift  would  have  been  made 
jBian. 

l/Ji  4^  Hctice  alfi)  we  infer  the  inccmparabk  fiixHnefi  (f  the 
^hri^ian  rt^gfOHy  that  Jbexvs  pH^r  Jmners  fiich  a  ff^ir  f^imkiion 
$^  refi  tb^  tremblmg  cmfcietues  upon.  While  poor  dlftrefleci 
-ipak  lcx>)i  10  tbemfelvcs,  they  are  perpetually  puzzled.  That 
h  (be  cry  of  A  diArefled  ontural  confcience,  Micab  vi.  6. 
*'  Wherewith  (hall  I  coosc  befose  the  Lord  r  ihe  Hebrew 
h  OiniDpM  TO13  how  (hall  I  prev^  or  anticipate  the 
Xord  t  ^  aad  fo  Montaans  renders  it,  in  fuo  praeoccupoAo  D^ 
-mitmm  ^  ^Cciotcieiioe  &es  God  armmg  himielf  with  wrath,  to  a* 
venge  himfelf  for  /in  ;  cries  out,  Oh,  how  fliall  I  prevent  himi 
tf  h»  yfoi^i  accept  the  fruit  of  my  body,  (thoft  dear  piedgfca 
of  nature),  for  the  iki  of  my  foul,  he  0iould  have  tliem.  Bac 
now  we  fee  God  condag  down  ia  fledi,  and  fo  inf  imaiely  unic- 
ji^  our  fle(h  to  him&lf,  ttiat  it  ^tb  no  proper  fubfift^ce  of  its 
^mn^  but  is  ujiited  with  tbe  divine  perfon :  hence  it  is  ea(y  to 

*  7t  miift  iurpaC^  humaOt  or  cvon  aogelicai  underflaadiagr,  to 
conceive^  or,  if  coDceiTe<}>  tp  lK>f)e  for  fiich  a  deliverer  :  whercibre* 
if  a  finncr,  femfibk  of  the  diWae  maljedi^ioa^me  <o  bis  (ins,  weie  left 
to  himfelf  by  feaxchiog  tp  find  out  fuch  relief,  th^  fliare  hip  labour- 
ed In  the  ii^<b»  the  n;u>r.e  wau)4  he  throw  himfelf  heajloog  imo  ^ 
■  bouudlefs  abyfs  of  horror  and  defperawon.  BraJ/hann  an  Jujlifj^^^ 
tton^  p.  74.  ^  .  ; 

t  O^p  \K9dQvi\  Aatlvertit,  anticipaYit,  obrcnit,    Bmtorf. 
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hna^e  ^at  worth  and  value  mufi  be  in  tbat  blood ;  and  bow 
eternal  love»  fpringing  forth  triumphantly  from  it,  flouri(hei 
mto  pardon,  grace  and  peace.  Here  is  a  way  in  which  the  fin- 
Iter  may  fee  juftice  2nd  mercy  ki/Gng  each  other,  and  the  latter 
exercifed  fieely,  \yithout  prejudice  to  the  former.  All  other 
confciences,  throngh  the  world,  lie  either  in  a  deep  deep  in  the 
devil's  arms,  or  elie  areroU'mg  (fea-fick)  upon  the  waves  of  their 
own  fears  and  difmal  prefages.  Oh,  happy  are  they  that  have 
dropped  anchor  on  this  ground,  and  not  only  know  they  have 
peace,  but  why  they  have  it ! 

life  5*  Of  hovi  great  concernment  is  it,  that  Chrijl  Jbouldhavt 
^union  with  our  particular  perjons ,  as  well  as  with  eur  common 
nature  f  For  by  this  union  with  our  nature  alone,  never  any 
inan  was,  or  can  be  (aved.  Tea,  let  me  add,  that  this  uaioa 
with  your  natures,  is  utterly  in  vain  to  you,  and  will  do  yoa 
no  good,  except  he  have  union  with  your  perfons  by  faith  alfo. 
.It  is  indeed  infinite  mercy,  that  God  is  eomc  fo  near  you,  as  to 
dwell  in  your  fleHi ;  and  that  he  hath  fi&ed  upon  foch  an  eX' 
ceilent  method  to  favc  poor  fmners.  And  hath  he  done  all  this  \ 
is  he  indeed  come  home,  even  to  your  own  doors,  to  Ceek  peace? 
doth  he  vail  his  unfupportable  glory  under  flc(h,'that  he  might 
'treat  thee  more  familiarly  ?  and  yet  do  you  refufe  him,  i&nd  ftiat 
your  hearts  againfl  him  ?  then  hear  one  word,  and  let  thine  ears 
tingle  at  the  found  of  it:  Thy  fin  is  hereby  aggravated  beyoad 
the.  fin  of  devils,  who  never  finned  againft  a  mediator  in  their 
own  nature ;  who  never  defpifed,  or  refufed,  becaufe,  indeed 
they  were  never  offered  terms  of  mercy,  as  you  Are. 

And  I  doubt  not  but  the  devils  themfelves,  who  now  tem^. 
you  to  rejeft,.  will,  to  all  eternity,  upbraid  your  folly  for  rejcd- 
ing  this  great  falvation,  which  in  this  excellent  way  is  brought 
vdown,  even  to  your  own  doors. 

C^  6.  if  Jefus  Chrift  has  affumcd  our  nature,  then  heisfenr 

Jthly  touched  with  the  infirmities  that  attend  it,  and  Jo  hath  pity 

jand  compajfiofi  for  us,  under  all  our  burdens.     And  indeed  this 

,was  one  end  of  his  afiuming  it,  that  he  might  b^  abl^  to  bavie 

companion  on  us,  as  you  read,  Hcb.  ii.  17^  18.,  "  Wherefore 

*<  in  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  bis  brethren, 

/*  that  he  might  be  a  merdful  andfaithful  high-prieft,  in  things 

.**  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  fins  of  the 

•*  people.    For  in  that  he  himfelf  hath  fuffered,  being  tempted, 

**  he  is  able  to  fuccour  them  that  arc  tempted."    O  what  a 

•comfort  is  this  to  us,  that  he  who  is  our' high  prieft  in  heaven, 

hath  our  nature  on  him,  to  enable  him  to  take  compaifion  oa 

us !  - 
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Ufe  7.  Hericc  we  fee,  to  what  a  height  God  intends  to  build 
up  the  happinefs  of  many  in  that  he  hath  laidthe foundation  thereof 
Jo  deepy  in  the  incarnation  of  his  own  Son. 

They  that  intend  to  build  high,  ufe  to  lay  the  foundation 
low.  The  happinefs  and  glory  of  our  bodies,  as  Well  as  fouls, 
are  founded  in  Chrifl's  taking  our  flefh  upon  him  :  for,  there- 
in, as  in  a  model  or  pattern,  God  iiitended  to  (hew  wha(  in  time 
he  rcfoivcs  to  make  of  our  bodies;  for  he  will  i^rmvyi^ri* 
^u*9  transform  our  vile  bodies,  and  make  them  one  day  conto&. 
ipabk  to  the  glorious  body  of  Jefus  Chrift,  Phil;  iii.  21.  This 
Belh  was  therefore  affumed  by  Chrift,  that  in  it  might  be  ihewQ, 
as  in  a  pattern,  how  God  intends  to  honour  and  exalt  it.  And 
.  indeed,  a  greater  honour  cannot  be  done  to  the  nature  of  man, 
than  what  is  already  done,  by  this  grace,  of  union  :  Nor  arc 
our  pcrfons  capable  of  higher  glory,  than  what  conlifts  in  their 
conformity  to  this  glorious  head.  Indeed  the  flefh  of  Chrift 
will  ever  have  a  diftinft  glory  from  ours  in  heaven,  by  reafoa 
of  this  union ;  for  being  the  body  which  the  Word  aiTumed, 
It  is  two  ways  advanced  fingularly  above  the  fleih  and  blood  of 
all  other  roeb,  viz.  fidtjc&ivefyy  zud  otjeSfivefy:  Subjectively, 
it  is  the  flefh  and  blood  of  God,  Adts  xx.  28.,  and  fo  hath  a 
diftin6l  and  incommunicable  glory  of  its  own.  And  objeftively^ 
it  is  the  flefh  and  blood  which  all  the  angels  and  faints  adore. 
But  tho'  in  thefe  things  it  be  fupereminently  exalted,  yet  it  is 
both  the  medii^mand  patternbf  all  that  glory  which  God  defigns 
to  raife  us  to. 

U/e  S.  JLaftly,  ffow  wonderful  a  comfort  is  it,  that  he  who 
dwells  in  ourflefh  is  God  I  What  joy  may  not  a  poor  believer 
make  out  of  this  .^  what  comfort  one  made  our  of  it,  I  will 
give  you  in  his  own  words,  •*  I  fee  it  a  work  of  God,"  ftith 
he,  "  that  experiences  are  all  loft,  when  fununcms  of  impro* 
«*  bation,  to  prove  our  charters  of  Chrift  to  be  counterfeit,  arc 
**  raifed  againft  poor  fouls  in  their  heavy  trials.  Biit  let  me  be 
**  a  (inner,  and  worfe  than  the  chief  of  fmners,  yea,  a  guilty 
**  devil,  I  am  fure  my  well- beloved  is  God,  and  my  Chrift  is  God. 
*«  And  when.  I  iay  my  Chrift  is  God,  I  havc.faid  all  things,  I 
**  can  fay  bo  more,  I  would  I  could  build  as  much  on  this, 
**  My  Chrift  is  God,  as  it  would  bear :  I  might  lay  all  the  world 
^«   upon  it." 

God  and  man  in  one  perlbn,  oh  !  thrice  happy  conjunflion  !*-   " 
As  man,  be  is  full  of  experimental  (enfe  of  pur  infirmities,  wants, 
and  burdens  :  and  as  God,  he  can  fupport  and  fupply  them  all.- 
The  afpeft  of  faith  upon  this  wonderful  perfon,  how  relicviDfl* 
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how  reviving,  how  abundantly  fatisfying  is  it  ?  God  will  never 
divorce  the  believing  foul,  and  itsconfort,  after  he  hath  married 
our  nature  to  his  own  Son,  by  the  hypoftatical,  and  our  perfons 
'alfo,  by  the  bleffed  myflical  union. 


SERMON      VI. 

Shews  the  Authority  by  \7hich  Christ,  as  Mediator^ 

afted. 

John  vi  27.    Fsr  him  hath  God  the  Father  fealed. 

YO  U  have  heard  Chrift's  cotqpaft,  or  agreement  with  the 
Father,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption  ;  as  alfo  what  the 
Father  did,  in  purfuance  of  the  ends  thereof,  in  giving  his  Son 
out  of  his  bofom,  i^c, ;  alfo  what  the  Son  hath  done  towards  it, 
in  afluming  flefh.  But  though  the  glorious  work  be  thus  fat 
tidvanced,  yet  all  he  fhould  aft  in  that  affumed  body,  had  been 
invalid  and  vain,  without  a  doc  call,  and  commiflioQ  from  the 
Father,  lb  to  do:  which  is  the  import  of  the^ words  now  before 
you.  - 

This  fcriptureisa  part  of  Chrift's  excellent  reply  to  a  felf- 
cnded  generation,  who  followed  him,  not  for  any  fpiritual  excet- 
lencies  that  <hey  faw  in  him,  or  foul  advantages  they  expcfted 
by  him,  but  for  bread,    Inftead  of  making  his  fervice  their 
meat  and  drink,  they  only  fervedhim,  that  they  might  cat  and 
drink.     Selfh  a  thing  may  creep  into  the  bed  hearts  and  aftt- 
bns ;  but  it  only  predominates  in  the  hypocrite.     Thefe  people 
had  fought  Chrift  from  place  to  place,  and  having  at  laft  found 
him,  they  falute  him  with  an  impertinent  compliment,  **  Rabbi, 
*•  whence  cameft  thou  hither?"  veffe  25.     Chrift's  reply  is 
parly  dijjuafive^  and  partly  direBive.     He  difluadcs  them  from 
putting  the  fecondary  and  fubordinate,  in  the  place  of  the  pria- 
cipal  and  ultimate  end ;  not  to  prefer  their  bodies  to  their  &>olSy 
their  flefhly  accommodation^  to  the  glory  of  God.     «•  Labour 
**  not  for  the  meat  that  perifheih.*''    Wherein  he  doth  not  take 
them  off  from  their  lawful  labours  and  calling ;  but  he  diHiiades 
them;  firfti  from  minding  thofc  things  too  intently  ;  and,  fe* 
€ondfyf  he  dilTuades  them  from  that  odious  fm  of  making  reli- 
g^n  but  a  pretence  for  the  belly. 

A&d  it  is  partly  direQive^  and  that  ia  the  main  eti'd  and'  bu- 
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fiofifs  of  life.  ''  But  labour  for  that  m^t  whtcb  eodureth  to 
"  etcraal  life  ;'*  to  get  bread  for  your  fouls  to  live  eternally  by. 
Ao4  ^tbat  he  might  engage  their  diligonce  ia  feektog  it  to  pur- 
pofe,  he  (hews  them  not  only  where  they  may  have  it,  {^*  whilch 
**  the  Sou  of  mau  (hall  give  you'*]  but  alfo  how  th«y  may  be 
faliy  fatisfied  that  he  hath  it  for  them»  In  the  claufe  I  have  pitcb- 
cd  on  ;  "  For  him  hath  God  the  Father  fealcd." 
In  thefe  word3  are  three  parts  obfervable. 

1.  The  PerfoQ  fealing  or  invefting  Chrift  with  authority  and 
power ;  which  is  faid  to  be  God  th^  Father.  Tho'  all  the  per- 
^  in  the  Godhead  are  equal  in  nature,  dignity  and  power, 
yet  ]Q  their  operation  there  is  an  order  obferved  among  them  ; 
the  Father  jk^  the  Saa>  the  Son  is  feat  by  the  Father,  the  Holy 
Ch(fi  is  fept  by  both. 

2.  The  fubjeft  in  which  God  the  Father  lodges  this  autho- 
rity, {liim}  that  is,  the  Son  of  man.  Jefus  Chrift,  he  is  the 
s^alo  ^ic\uu¥^  firft  receptacle  of  it ;  and  he  muft  here  be  undcrr 
fiood  excluiively.  God  the  Father  hath  fo  fealed  him,  as  he 
never  fealed  ai^y  other  before  him,  or  that  fhali  arife  after  him. 
Koname  is  given  in  heaven^  or  earth,  but  this  name  by  which 
we  are  fa ved>  Ads  iv.  12.;  **  The  government  is  upon  his  (houV* 
"  ders,"  Ifa.  ix. 

3.  Here  is  farther  obfdrvable,  the  way  and  manner  of  the 
F^dior's  delegating  and  committing  this  authority  to  Chrifl ;  and 
that  is,  hj  fealing  tfim.  Where  we  have  both  a  metonymy,  the 
fymbol  c^  authority  being  put  for  the  authority  itfetf,  and  a 
meiaphor,  fealing,  which  is  a  human  a£V,  for  the  ratifying  and 
condrming  an  iaAroment,  or  grant,  being  here  applied  to  God> 
Like  «fj  princes,  by  fealed  credentials,  cof^rm  the  authority  cf 
thofe  that  arefent  hy  them ;  as  the  Dutch  Annotators  well  ex- 
pre(s  the  meaoii^  of  it.    Hence  we  note, 

D  o  c  T.  That  Jefus  Chrift  did  not  of  himfelf  undertake  the 
njoffrk  (f-our  redemptions  but  was  fcJemnly  /ealed  unto  that 
vfork  by  God  the  Fat  her » 

Whenl  fay,  he  did  not  of  himfelf  undertake  this  work,  I 
mean  not  that  he  was  unwilling  to  go  about  it,  for  his  heart 
was  as  folly  and  ardently  engaged  in  it,  as  th^  Father's  was :  ia 
he  tcUs  us,  Pfal.  xl.  7.,  *'  Lo,  I  come  to  do  thy  wiU,  O  God^ 
*'  thy  law  is  in  my  heart/'  But  the  meaning  is,  he  came  not 
without  a  due  call,  and  full  commiflion  from  his  Father.  Andfo 
U  is  to  be  uttdcrAood  in  oppofition  to  intrufion,  not  voluntary 
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fufception  ;  and  this  i$  the  meaning  of  that  (criptnre,  John  viii. 
24.  '*  I  proceeded  and  came  from  God  ;  neither  came  I  of  my- 
•*  fclf,  but  he  fcnt  me."  And  this  the  apoftlc  plainly  expreffcth, 
and  fully  clears  t ;  Heb.  r.  4,  5.  ''  And  no  man  taketh  this  ho 
'*  nour  to  himfelf,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron: 
*•*  fo  alfo,  Chrift  glorified  not  himfelf  to  be  madea  highpricft; 
•*  but  he  that  faid  uuio  him,  Thou  art  my  Son."  And  on  the 
account  of  thefe  fealed  credentials,  he  received  from  the  Father, 
he  is  called  the  apoftle  and  high  prieftof  our  profeilion,  Heb.  iii* 
1.  f.  e,  one  called  and  fent  forth  by  the  Father's  authority.  Oor 
prefent  buGnefs,  then,  is  to  open  Chrift's  commiffion,  and  view 
the  great 'leal  ef  heaven  by  which  it  was  ratified. 

And,  to  preferve  a  clear  method  in  the  explication  of  this 

Seat  truths  into  which  your  faith  and  comfort  is  refoWdl,  i 
all, 

Tirft^  Shew  what  was  the  work  and  ofiice  to  which  the  Fa- 
ther fealed  him. 

Secondly^  What  his  fealing  to  this  work  doth  imply. 

Thirdly^  How,  and  \y  what  afts,  the  Father  fealed  him  toil 

Fourthly^  Why  it  wis  neceflary  that  he  fhould  be  thus  fealed 
and  authorized  by  his  father ;  and  then  improve  it  in  its  pro- 
per u(es. 

Firft,  What  was  that  office,  or  work,  to  which  his  Father 
fealed  him  ?  I  anfw^r,  more  generally,  he  was  fealed  to  the 
whol^  work  of  mediation  for  us,  thereby  to  recover  and  fi« 
all  the  cleft,  wbdm  the  Father  had  given  him ;  fo  John  x?il.  i. 
'*  It  was  to  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  were  given  him :"  ft 
was  "  to  bring  Jacob  again  to  him,"  Ifa.  xlix.  5.  or,  as  the  apo- 
ftle  exprefles  it,^  1  Pet.  iii.  18.  "That  he  might  bring  us  to 
.  **  God :"  More  particularly,  in  order  to  the  fure,  and  fulf^fift* 
ing  of  this  moft  glorious  defign,  he  was  felled  to  the  offices  of  a 
prophet,  prieft,  and  king,  that  fo  he  might  bring  about  and  com* 
pafs  this  work. 

I.  God  fealed  liim  a  commif&on  lO  preach  the  glad- tidings  of 
ftlvation  to  finners.  This  commiflton  Chrift  opened  and  read 
in  the  audience  of  the  people,  Luke  iv.  iy,  18, 19,  20,  ^l,  **  And 
**  when  he  had  ©pened  the  book,  he  foujid  the  place  where  it 
**  was  written.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  becaufc  he 
**  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  poor,  he  hath 
V  •*  fcnt  me  to  heal  the  broken  hearted,  to  preach  deliverance  eo 

♦  That  there  can  be  no  other  thing  inferred  from  this  expreffioo 
•f  the  apofrle,  but  this.  That  Chrift  was  called  to  the  office  of  Mc* 
^tor,  by  him  whofe  Son  he  wiis,    Camcrm*j  Mj^rcth^c.  p.  Ji7« 
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**  the  captives,  and  the  recovering  of  fight  to  the  blind,  to  let  at 
**  liberty  them  that  are  bruifed;  to  preach  the  acceptable  ycat 
**  of  the  Lord.  And  he  dofed  the  book,  ifc.  And  he  began  to 
''  fay  unto  them.  This  day  is  the  fcripture  fulfilled  in  yo«r 
"  ears."  '  .  ' 

2.  He  alfo  fealed  him  to  the  pricflhood,  ahd  that  the  moft 
excellent;  authorizing  him  to  execute  both  the  parts  of  it,  viz. 
oblatory  and  inter ceffory .     He  called  him  to  offer  up  himfelf  a 
■facrifice  for  us."    "  i  have  power  (faith  he)  to  Jay  down  my  life ; 
**  this  commandment  have  I  received  of  my  Father,"  John  x. 
18.     And  upon  that  account,  his  ofFering  up  of  his  blood  is, 
by  the  apdftle,  fUled  an  aA  of  obedience,  as  it  is,  Phil.  ii.  S. 
**'  He  became  obedient  unto  death."     He  alio  called  him  to  in- 
tercede for  us ;  Heb,  vii.  2 1 ,  24,  25.  **  Thefc  priefts  were  made 
*'  "Without  an  oath,  but  this  with  an  oath;  by  him  that  faid  un« 
^*  to  him.  The  Lord  fware,  and  will  not  repent,  thou  art  a 
'"  priefl  for  ever :"  becaufe  his  faaifice  is  virtually  continued, 
in  his  living  for  ever  to  make  interceflion,  as  it  is,  verfe  24. 
'Yea,  he  called  him  to  his  regal  ofEce ;  he  was  fet  upon  the 
•higheft  throne  of  authority  by  his  Father's  commiflion,  as  it  it 
Matth.  xxviii.  1 8.  ^*  All  power  in  heaven  and  earth  ia  given  to 
**  me."    To  all  this  was  Chrifl  iealed  and  authorized  by  his 
Father. 

Secondly,  ,Whsit  doth  the  Father's  fealing  of  Chrift  to  thii 
work  and  office  impl;  ?  There  are  dhters  things  implied  in  it: 
As, 

r.  The  validity  and  efficacy  of  all  his  mediatory  aAs.  ror^ 
by  TOtne  of  this  his  fealing-,  whatever  be  did  was  fully  ratified. 
And  in  this  very  thing  lies  much  of  a  believer's  comfort  and 
^fecurity ;  fora&iuch  as  all  aAs  done  without  commiffion  and,, 
authority  (how  great,  or  able  foever  the  perfon  that  doth 
them  is,  yet)  are  in  tbemfelves  null  and  void.  But  what  it 
done  by  commifiion  af^d  authority,  is  authentic,  and  moft  al« 
]0wable  amongf  men.  Had  Chrift  come  from  heaven,  and  en- 
tered upon  his  mediatory  worlc  without  a  due  call,  our  faith 
had  been  ftumbled  at  the  very  threfhold ;  but  this  greatly  fa« 
Tiafies. 

2;  It  imports  ^he  great  obligatioa  Ijmg  upon  Jefus  Chrift  to^ 
be  faithful  in  the  work  be  was  fealed  to  :  For,  the  Father,  ia 
this  commiflion,  devolvea  a  great  truft  upon  him,  and  relies  upr 
on  him  for  his  mM  faithful  difcharge  thereof.  An4i  indeed^ 
upon  this  very  account  Chrift  reckopa  himfelf  fpecially  obliged 
40  purfue  the  Father's  defign  and  end,  John  ix.  4.  "  i  muft  work 
5*  1he  works  of  bio)  that  tm  me."    And  John  v.  30.  "I  feck 
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^'  not  mioe  own  will,  but  ^he  will  of  the  Father  which  hath 
^*  foot  me."  Srill  his  eye  is  upon  that  work  and  will  of  bis  Fa- 
ther. And  he  reckons  himfelf  under  a  neceility  of  pun^ualaod 
precife  obojience  to  it ;  and,  as  a  faithful  fervant,  will  have  his 
own  will  fwallowed  up  in  the  Father'3  will. 

3.  It  imports  ChriA's  compleat  quaiificatioa,  or  iaftromental 
fitacfs,  to  ferve  the  Father's  defign  and  end  in  our  recovery; 
Had  not  God  known  him  to  be  every  way  fit,  and  qualified  for 
the  work,  he  would  never  have  (ealed  him  a  commiilton  for  it. 
M^n  may,  but  God  will  not  feal  an  unfit,  or  incapable  peribn^ 
for  his  work.  And,  indeed,  whatever  is  defirable  in  a  iervait, 
was  eminently  found  in  Chrift  :  iot  fMthfuln,efi^  none  like  hioi. 
Mo(es  indeed  was  faithful  to  a  pin,  but  flill  as  a  iervant  j  but 
Chrift  as  a  Son,  Heb.  iii.  2.  He  is  the  faithful  and  true  wit- 
ncfs,  Rev.  i.  5.  Foe  zeal,  none  like  him.  The  zeal  of  God's 
honle  did  eat  him  up,  John  ii.  16,  17.  He  was  fo  intent  upot 
bis  Father's  worki  diaf  he  forgot  to  eat  bread,  counting  his 
work,  his  meat  and  drink,  John  iv.  1%.  Yea,  and  love  to  his 
Father  carried  him  on  through  all  his  work,  and  made  him  de- 
light in  the  hardcft  piece  of  his  ftrvice ;  for  he  ferved  him  as  a 
Son,  Heb.  iii.  5,  6.  All  that  ever  he  did  was  done  in  love. 
For  wilHom  none  like  him.  The  Father  knew  him  to  be  moft 
wife,  and  faid  of  him  before  he  was  employed,  ^'  Behold  my 
*'  Servant  (hall  deal  prudently,**  Ifa.  lit.  13.  To  conclude,  for 
felf-4enial,  never  any  like  him ;  he  fought  not  his  own  ^or|^ 
but  the  glory  of  him  that  feot  him,  John  viii.  50.  Had  hcnoit 
been  thus  faithful,  zealous^  full  of  love,  prudent,,  and  fcltde- 
aying,  he  had  never  been  employ e^  in  this  great  affair. 

4.  It  implies  Chrift'sfole  authority  in  the  church,  to  appoint 
and  enjoin  what  he  pleafeth  :  and  thi$  is  his  peculiar  preroga- 
tive. For,  the  commifTion  God  fealed  him  in  the  text,  is  a  fiq^' 
gle,  not  a  jolat  commii&on  ; '  he  hath  fealed  him,  and  none  be- 
fide  him.  Indeed  there  were/ome  th^t  pretended  a  call  and 
commif&on  from  God;  but  all  that. were  before  him  were 
thieves  and  robbers  *,  that  came  not  in  at  the  door,  ^  he  did. 
John  x;.  <.  And  he  himfelf  foreteU,*  that  af^^r  him  fpn[ie  (honld 
arife,  and  labour  to  deceive  the  world  with  a  feigned  conimii* 
iton,  and  a  counterfeit  feal,  Matth.  xxiv.  24.  ^*  There  (hall  a- 

*  All  that  caihe  before  me  (that  it,  whom  I  did  not  (end,  but 
who  ran  unfent,  giving  themfelves  out  fdr  the  Mcffiah)  ^are  thieves 
and  robbers  ;  after  their  gaileful  manner,  they  have  contrived  cer- 
tain falfe  doors  to  heaven,,  by  which  they  have  thrown  men  dowft 
Kcadioog  into  the  abyfs  of  everliJlMig  miffi^ry »     DieiffH^us. 
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**  rife  falfe  Chrif^s,  and  falfe  prophets,  and  (hdll  ftieW  gt^at 
"  figns  and  wonders ;  infomuch,  that  if  it  were  podibie,  they 
"  ftioald deceive  the  very  elect."  'But  God  never  commifTion* 
cd  any  befides  him,  neither  is  there  any  other  nanie  under  hea* 
vcn/Afts  iv.  12.  Thus  you  fee  how  the  validity  of  his  afts, 
his  obligation  to  be  faithful,  Ms  eompleat  qualifications,  dnd 
fcle  authority  in  the  church,  are  imported  in  his  fcaling. 

Thirdly^  Let  us  enquire  how  God  the  Father  fealed  Jefusf 
Chrift  to  this  work,  and  we  (hall  find  that  he  was  leakd  by 
four  afts  of  the  Father. 

1.  By  folemn  deftgnation  to  this  work.  He  fingled  him  out, 
and  fit  him  apart  for  it ;  and  therefore  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  chap, 
xlii.  I.  calls  him  Cod*s  Ele5l  ♦.  And  the  apofVle  Peter,  i  Peter 
jj.  4.  Chofen  of  Cod.     This  word  which  we  render  Ele^  f ,  doth 

'  not  only  fignify  one  that  in  hithfelf  is  eximtous,  worthy,  and 
(fxcellent,  but  alfo  one  that  is  fet  apart  and  defigncd,  a-s  Chrift 
Was,  for  the  work  of  mediation.  And  fo  much  is  included  itt 
John  X.  36.  where  the  Father  is  faid  to  fanftify  him,  i.  e*  to 
l^paratc,  and  devote  him  to  this  fervice. 

2.  He  was  fcaled,  not  only  by  folemn  dcfignation,  but  alfo 
fiiper- eminent  and  unparalleled /anHiJicat ion.  He  was  anointed, 
^  as  well  as  appointed  to  it.  The  Lord  filled  him  with  the  Spi- 
rit, and  that  without  mcafure,  to  qualify  him  for  this  fervice* 
to  Ifa.  Ixi.  I,  2,  3.  "  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  be* 
"  caufe  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach,"  ifc.  Yea,  the  Spirit 
6f  the  Lord  was  not  only  upou  him,  but  he  was  fulk  of  the  Spi- 
rit, Luke  iv.  i.  and  fb  full  as  was  never  any  befide  him ;  for 
God  *•  anointed  him  with  the  oyl  of  gladncfs,  above  his  "fel* 
•'  lows,"  Pfalm  xlv,  7.  Believers  are  his  fellows,  or  co-part* 
Ders,  of  this  Spirit  % ;  they  have  an  anointing  alfo,  but  not  af 
Ghrift  had  §  ;  In  him  it  dwelt  in  its  fiilnefs,  in  them  according 
romeafure.  It  was  poured  out  on  Chrift,  our  Head,  abun- 
daatly,  and  ran  down  to  the  hem  of  his  garment.     '*  God  gave 

♦  mnU  EU6t,  /.  <r,  choice,  furpaffing,  excellent. 

f  See  the  Dutch  Annotations  on  this  place. 

X  From  Chrift  eomes  the  name  ChrtiHans,  which  is  as  much  af 
to  ivf^  Partakers  of  an  holy  undioa :  True  <^hriftians  have  not 
aierely  the'  name  widiout  the  thing ;  but  they  who  are  called  by  tb# 
same  of  CbriiUapa  h^ve  the  anointiog  which  the  name  iiiapor(f« 
Glaffe. 

§  Thcfe  gifts,  confidered  abfokuely,  and  in  thcmfelves,  >V€re 
finite  ;  even  as  the  huauD  nature  of  Chriil  itfelf  was  finite  ;  yet  ia 
refpe<5l  of  us,  they  were  indeed  without  mcafure.  Dr.  Alt.  £x* 
flication  of  the  Cateehifm,  Part  i I.  p.  170, 
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*•  not  the  Spirit  to  him  by  meafur^e^;'  John  iii.  34.  God  filled 
Chrift's  human  nature,  to  the  utmod  capacity,  with  nil  faloeis 
of  the  bpiric  of  knowlege,  wifdom,  love,  ifc,  beyond  all  crea- 
tares,  for  the  plenary  and  more  eSeAual  adminiilratioa  of  his 
iDediatorthip  :  he  was  full  extenfively  with  all  kinds  of  grace; 
and  full  intenfively,  with  all  degrees  of  grace.  *'  It  pleafed  the 
*'  Father  that  in  him  fiiculd  all  fulnefs  dwells  Col.  i.  19.  ;  as 
light  in  the  fun,  or  water  in  a  fountain,  that  he  might  not  on- 
ly^//a// f/^tVz^s,  as  the  apoflle  ipeaks,  Eph.  i.  22.  but  that  hci 
might  be  prompt,  expedite,  and  every  way  fit  to  difcharge  his 
•wn  work,  which  was  the  next  and  immediate  end  of  it  :  ib 
that  the  holy  oil  that  was  poured  out  upon  the  head  of  kings- 
ftod  priefls,  whereby  they  were  coniccrated  to  their  offices,  was 
bat  typical  of  the  Spirit,  by  which  Chrift  was  coniecrated,  or 
felled,  to  his  offices  *. 

3.  Chrift  was  Icalcd  by  the  Father* s  immediate'  teftimony  from 
heaven^  whereby  he  war  declared  to  be  theperfon  whom  the  Father. 
badfoUmnly  dejigned  and  appointed  to  this  work.  And  God  eave 
this  extraordinary  teftimony  of  him  at  two  remarkable  feafons  ; 
the  one  was  juft  at  his  entrance  on  his  public  miniftry.  Mat.  iil. 
tilt,  the  other  but  a  little  before  his  fufferings.  Mat.  xvii.^g.  Xhis 
voice  was  not  formed  by  fuch  organs  and  inftruments  of  fpeech 
as^urs  are,  but  by  creating  a  voice  in  the  air  f,  which  <he  peo^ 
pic  ^eard  founding  therein  :  by  this  God  owned,  approved,  and 
as  by  a  Teal  ratified  his  work. 

4.  Chrift  was  fealed  by  the  Father  in  all  thofe  extrmor<Bnary 
miraculous  works  wrought  by  kirn,  in  which  the  Father  gave  yet 
more  full  and  convincing  teftimonies  to  ^he  world,  that  this  was 
he  whom  he  bad  appointed  to  be  our  Mediator.     Thefe  wei^ 
convi£live  to  the  world,  that  God  bad  fent  him,  and  that  hisdoc-^: 
trine  was  of  God.     "  God  anointed  Jcfus  of  Nazareth  with  the 
**  Holy  Ghoft  and  power,  who  went  about  doing  good,  and  hcal-< 
**  lag  all  that  were  opprefted  of  the  devil  •  for  God  was  with 
"  him,"  Afts  X.  3^^.     And  fo,  John  v.  36.  "  I  have  a  greater 
**  witnefs  than  that  of  John ;  IFor  the  works  which  the  Father^ 
**  hath  given  me  to  finifh,  the  fame  works  that  1  do,  bear  \^ic* 
•*  nefs  of  me,  that  the  Father  hath  fent  me.*'    Therefore  he 
ftill  referred  thofe  that  doubted  of  him,  or  of  his  doArii^e,  to 
thct  (eal  of  his  Father,  even  the  miraculous  works  he  wrou  ght  iq 
the  power  of  God,  Mat.xi.  3,  4,  5.  And  thus  the  Father  ieaied 
hin. 

•  Exod.  XXX  ^3,  '?4,  25,  30,  31,  32^ 
t  Caryl  on  Job  i.  7. 
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Fourthly^  attd  laftly.  We  will  enquire  why  if  was  neceflary 
Chrift  (hould  be  fealed  by  his  Father  to  this  work :  aod  there 
are  thefe  three  weighty  rcafons  for  it. 

1 .  Elfe  he  had  not  correjptmded  with  tie  types  which  prefigured 
him,  and  in  him  it  was  necejfary  that  theyJbouU  be  all  accompUjbed. 
You  know,  onder  the  Law,  the  kings  and  high  prlefts  had  their 
inaugnrations  by  (okmo  unAions  ;  in  all  which  this  coofecrati- 
on,  or  feating  of  Chrift  to  his  work,  was  (hadow'd  out :  and 

.  therefore  you  (hall  find,  Heb,  ▼  4,  5.  "  No  man  taketh  this  ho- 
**  nour  to  himfelf,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God  as  was  Aaron :  fo 
•*  aHb"  (mark  the  neceflary  correfp^ndency  betwixt  Chrift  and 
them)  •*  Chrift  glorified  not  himfelf,,  to  be  made  a  High  Prieft  ; 
**  but  he  that  faid  onto  him,  Thou  art  my^on." 

2.  Moreover,  hereby  the  hearts  of  believers  are  the  more  en^ 
gaged  to  love  the  Father^  inafmuch  as  it  appears  hereby  that  the 
Fat  her* s  love^  and  go^  will  tot  hem ,  was  the  original  and fpring  of 
their  redemption.  For  had  not^the  Father  fealed  hint  fuch  a  com* 
miflioa,  he  had  not  come ;  but  qpw  he  comes  in  the  Father's 
Bame^  and  in  the  Father's  love,  as  well  as  his  name ;  ftnd  fo  all 
tncn  are  bound  to  afcribe  equal  glory  and  honour  to  them  both : 
as  it  i§,  John  V.  23. 

3 J  And  efpccklly,  Chrift  would  not  come  without  a  commif- 
fioa,  becaufe,  elfe  you  had  no  ground  for  your  faith  in  him  How 
ihoald  we  have  been  fatisfed,  that  this  is  indeed  the  true  MeA 
iiah,  except  he  had  opened  his  commtflion  t  j  the  world,  and 
ihew*d  hts  Father *s  (eal  annexed  to  it  ?  If  he  had  come  without 
his  credentials  from  heaven,  and  only  told  the  world  that  God 
had  (cot  him,  and  that  they  muft  uke  his  bare  word  for  it,  who 
could  have  refted  his  faith  on  that  tcftimony  ?  And  that  Is  th^ 
true  meaning  of  that  place,  John  v.  3 1 . "  If  I  bear  witnefs  of  my- 
**  felf,  mywitnefs-is  not  true."  How  fo  ?  You  will  fay,  doth  not 
that  contradi A  what  he  iaith,  John  viii.  14.-  "  Though  I  bear. 
•*  record  of  myfetf,  yet  my  record  is  true."  Therefore  you  muft 
coderftand  truth,  not  as  if  I  had  only  given  you  my  bare  word 
forlu  and  not  brought  other  evidence  from  my  Father,  my  tefti<« 
jnoQy  had  not  been  anthenttc  and  valid,  according  ta  human 
laws ;  bat  now  all  dottbtings  are  precluded.  Let  us  next  im* 
prove  this. 

/y.  I ,  Hence  we  infer  the  tmreafonablenefs  of  infidelity^  and 
kow  little  rejeders  of  Chrift  cuq  have  to,  pretend  for  their  fo 
doing.  Yoirlee  he  hath  opened  his  commiflioa  in  the  gofpel* 
Au^wq:  the  world  hrs  Father's  hand  and  feal  to  it,  given  as  ample 
iatis£aAion  as  rcafisA  itfeif  could  defirc^  or  expe£k ;  yet  even  his 

Voi.I.  N 
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6wa  rccelved'hiin  not,  John  i.  1 1.  And  hektieW  it  before*  hand. 
aDdthereCoFc  compiaiBe4  by  the  propbet,  Ifa.  liii.  i.  **  WM 
**  hath  bclidvcd  our  report  ?"  isc.  Yea,  and  that  he  is  believed 
bn  in  the  world,  is  by  the  apoftle  put  amoDg^  the  great  myflreries 
dfgodliDefs,  1  Tim.  ill.  i  6.  A  man  that  well  codfiders  v^di 
what  coDTinctng  evidence  Chrift  comesy  would  rather  thiak  it 
a  myftcry,  that  any  (houHl  not  believe.  But,  Oh  the  bratifli 
bbfiinacy,  and  deviliih  enmity,  that  is  in  nature  to  Jefus  Chrift  \ 
Devilish  did  I  fay?  You  muA  give  me  that  wor4  again,  foriM^ 
compelled  the  devils  a'ffent ;  ••  We  know  thee,  whom  thou  art/* 
And  it  is  equally  as  wonderful  to  fee  the  fadliiy  (hat  is  in  oatard 
to  comply  (mean  while)  with  any,  even  the  moft  fodlifii  im-' 
podnre.  Let  a  falfe  Chrift  arife,  and  he  (ball  deceive  many,  ^ 
It  ia,  Matth.  xxiv.  24.  Of  this  Chrift  complains,  and  not*wlch« 
out  great  reafon,  John  v.  43.  **  I  am  come  in  my  Father's  oaine^ 
'^  and  ye  receive  me  not :  If  another  come  in  his  own  oame/ 
«*  him  will  ye  re^teive,"  y.  d.  You  are  incredulous  to  none  but 
me :  every  deceiver,  every  pitiful  cheat,  that  hath  but  wit,  0* 
father  wickednefs,  enough  to  tell  you  the  Lord  hath  feat  him, 
though  youmuA  take  his  own  fingle  word  for  it,  he  (hall  dbt^ 
and  get  difciples ;  but  though  I  come  in  my  Father's  naitne,  i .  ti 
fitewing  you  a  commiflion  figned  and  feded  by  him,  doing  thoie 
ivorks  that  none  but  a  God  can  do,  yet  ye  receive  me  iiot# 
But  in  all  this  wc  muft  adore  the  juftice  of  God,  permiiting  ill 
lo  be  fo,  giving  men  up  to  fuch  unrcafonable  obftinaicy  and 
hardnefs.  It  is  a  fore  plague  that  lies  upon  the  worlds  audi 
Wonder  that  we  all  arc  dot  in'gulphed  in  the  fame  infidelity. 

Inf.  2.  If  Chrift  was  {baled  to  his  work  by  his  Father,  then 
hmx)  gnat  is  the  Jin  of  thofe  that  rejeSl  and  defpife  fuch  €U  art 
Jent  and  fialedhy  J^fus  Chr'tjl?  For  look>  as  he  came  to  ns  !a 
fits  Fathers  name,  fo  he  hath  fent  forth,  by  the  (ame  atithorif^ 
Minifters  in  his  iifamc  % ;  and  as  he  afts  in  his  Fatlier^s,  fo  rtief 
in  his  authority.  "  As  thou  haft  fetit  me  intb  the  woirld,  cvdi 
**  fo  have  I  alfofent  them  into  the  world,*'  John  xvti.  rt;  And 
fo  John  XX*  21.  **  As  my  Father  hath  fentme,  fo  have  I  lent 
♦*  you."  You  may  think  it  a  fmall  matter  to  defpife  Or  r^jeJt  % 
mihifter  of  tlhrift  (a  fin,  in  the  guilt  whereof^  I  *hlnk  no  ag6 
hath  been  plunged  deeper  than  this) ;  but  hear,  and  let  it  be  % 
warning  to  you  for  ever ;  in  fo  doing  yon  defpife,  and  put  the 
flight  both  opon  the  Father  fhat  feot  Jefos,  and  upoR  Chrift 

J  This  fonm  of  the  Mi(!k>n  of  the  Apoftles  by  Ghrtft,  evidentl^r 
CDO«gh  (he\vs  the  dignity  ^  their  of&ce,  in  their  author^y  and  pawti 
which  was  fupr^joe  and  incamp«4(ble,    Camiroa:. 
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Ibat  feat  them.:  I  Sa  that  it  13  a  reb^llioQ^  th^t  hawev^r  it  fecsns 
to  b^ia  law  la  ibsne  fmU  piques  ag^mft  their  p^ribos,  or  fpme 
little  quarrels  a(  their  parts  and  utterance,  toDes^  methods  or  ge- 
/t u#e8  i  y^t  it  rtiB$  highi  eveii  to  the  foaatala  head  of  the  moA  Tu- 
jprefBe  authority.  Yp<,i  that  fet  yourielves  ^gAinfl  a  mlpilier  of 
ChriAi  fet  yoorfelves  agiuuA  God  the  Father,  su)d  God  the  Soas 
J^kex«  160  "  He  that  beareth  ypu,  h^areth  me ;  and  he  that  d^ 
**  fpi&tb  you,  defpifetb  me;  and  he  that  defpifeth  o^ei defpifeth 
f*  him  that  &ut  me/'  Gqd  expels  that  you  behave  yourfelvei^ 
^der  the  word  fpoken  by  os,  as  if  he  hlmfelf  fpake  it;  yea,  he 
f  jtped^  fubpDiiCoQ  to  hi^  word  in  the  mouths  of  his  miaiilers 
fs9m  tbegreatefl  op  egfdi.  And  therefore  it  was  that  God  fo 
fevecely  p^niflied  Z44eki»h,  '*  hpcaufe  hehumbled  not  himfeliF 
*^  before  J^iemiaji  the  prophets  ipeajsiug from  the  mouth  of  the 
f^  l^ord,"  5t  Chroo*  ipcxvi.  la,  God  w^s  angry  with  a.  grca* 
i^i^g  for  ii^t  hoipblif^himfelf  before  a  poor  Prophet.  Yet  here 
.y 09 19^(1  diftingj^ith  both  of  Pcr/^ns,  and  of  Awl^*^^ .  ThiA r^ 
ji^efen^e  apd  fubnuflioii  i^not  dfie  to  thepi  ^  meu,  boi  as  men 
10  office*  ]^  ChnA's  ambailkdcHrs ;  and  muA  involve  that  refpe^i: 
Hill  in  it.  Agm  we  qw$  i(  not  to  them,  commanding  or  foiv 
)>idding io.thck  owii.names«  butin.ChfiA'Sy  not  in  venting  their 
awn  iploen,  but  the  terrors  of  the  Lord:  And  then  to  reM  is^a 
high  rebellion  and  aH^ont  tp  the  ibveieigg  authority  of  {ieiiveo^ 
And^  by  (he,*w«y^.  this  iQay  inArn^l  miniilers^  that  the  iivay  to 
ipaintairi  thgt  ven^^tiQii  and  refpeft  th^t  is  dup  to  them,  in  the 
ponfdepce^  of  .their  hearers,  is  by  jceeping  <;lo(Ato  their  comr 
mi/Spfi.  .   . 

Jn/4  3,  Heqce  aHb  we  infer,  hpw  greai  an  evil  it  u  tQ  intrude 
inUthefificjBcfiheminifiry^  vfithout  a  due  GdlL  It  is  niot%  than 
£%riXl  himft^  would  do;  he  glorified  not  hipiiclf;  The  hQi> 
iK)urs  9o4.  ^yapt^^s  attendii\g  that  c^fiice,  h^ve  invited manyi 
t^  run  faefoi-e  <jh^y  were  fcftt.  Bui  furely  thi?  is  jm  infuffeiabk 
riplatioi]  of  Chrifl's  order.  Qiir.age  h^h^  abounded  with  as  mai|y 
church  levellers  ai jftatelevcJIers,  I  wifli  the  minifters of  Chrl^ 
fnight  at  laft  iee  apd  cooiider,  what  they  w>ere  once  warned  of 
]by  a  iai;chfal  w^tichmaur  s  *  I  believe  (fi^ith  h/\}.Go6,  hath  per* 
.       N  a 

\  II  As  if  a  juaftetxrf'-.a 'family  fliould  firfi  prcfcribe  to  his  iervant 
what  he  iho^ld  order  to  be  done  id  the  family,  and  theo  (ho\ild  fay^ 
Whofo  hearetb  jpo,  hearetb  me  ;  it  would  not  thence  foUaw  that 
it  is  impoffible  for  that  fcrvant  to  depart  from  what  his  Mafter  had 
f  refcribtfd  to  him ;  or  whenever  he  ihoiild  do  fo,  he  ihould  be  obcyr 

•  ed;     Camer&n. '  My^e^ff'  p.  1 3Q» 

f'Mr.  Strong.'       <  •  -   .  . 
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*  mitted  (b  many  to  idtrode  'mto  the  miaift^rs  callings  becaufe 
'  mioiiiers  have  too  much  meddled ^ with,  and  iotruded  intoo* 

*  thcr  mens  calliogs.'    .  ^ 

Inf.  4.  Hence  be  convinced  of  the  great  efficacy  that  is  in 
all gofpel  ordinances  duly  adminiftf^ed :  For  ChriU  having  received 
full  comminion  from  his  Father,  and  by  virtue  thereof  having 
inftltuted  and  appointed  tbele  ordinances  in  the  church,  ail  th^ 
power  in  heaven  is  engaged  to  mak«  ihem  good,  to  back  and 
&cond  them,  to  confirm  and  ratify  them.  Hence,  in  the  cenfures 
of  the  church  you  have  that  great  expre/Iion,  Matth.  xviii.  18, 
•^'  Whatfbever  ye  bind  or  ioole  on  earth,  ifaall  be  bound  or  looled 
*'  in  heaven/'  And  io,  for  the  word  and  j^craments,  Mattb. 
XXKiii«  18,  19,  20  *^  All  power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given 
**  unto  me:  Go  therefore," 6^.  They  arc  not  the  Appoint- 
ments ot  men  ;  your  faith  Hands  not  in  the  wildom  of  mtn^ 
but  in  the  power  of  God  That  very  power,  Gbd  the  Father 
committed  to  ChriA,  is  the  fountain  whence  ail  gofpel  inAito<^ 
lions  flow.  AnS  he  hath  promifed  to  be  with  his  officers,  not 
only  the  extraordinary  officers  of  that  age,  but  with  his  mint- 
fters,  in  fucceeding  ages,  to  the  end  of  the  world.  O  there- 
fore, when  we  come  to  an  ordinance,  come  not  wkh  (light 
thoughts,  but  with  great  reverence,'  and  great  expe£tatiofls,  re- ' 
membring  ChriO  is  there  to  mai^  all  good. 

Jnf,  5.  Again,  here  you  have  another  call  to  admire  iha 
p^aee  and  tove^  both  of  the  Father  and  Son  toyourjoulst  It  is 
not  lawful  to  compare  them,  but  it  is  duty  to  admire  them. 
Was  it  not  wonderful  grace  in  the  Father,  to  feal  a  commiffion 
for  the  death  of  his  Son,  for  .the  humbling  him  as  low  as  bell, 
and  in  that  inethod  to  fave  you,  when  you  might  have  expe^ed 
be  (hould  have  lealed  your  Mittimus  for  hell,  rather  than  a  com- 
miffiion  for  your  falvation  ?  he  might  rathier  have  fet  his  irrever» 
fible  feal  to  the  fentence  of  your  damnation,  than  to  a  com^ 
aaflion  for  his  Son's  humiliation  for  you.  And  no  lefs  is  the 
love  of  Chrift  to  be  wondered  at,  that  would  accept  fuch  a  com- 
xniiSon,  as  this  for  us,  and  receive  this  feal,  underftanding  fully 
<as  he  did)  What  were  the  contents  of  that  commlffion,  th^t  tl^ 
Father  delivered  him  thus  feakd,  and  knotviag  that  thertf  could 
be  no  reveriiqg.  of  it  afterwards. 

O  then,  love  the  I^ord  Jefus  all  ye  his  iaints,  for  ftill  you  fee 
snore  and  more  of  his  love  breaklqg  out  upon  you.  I  commetid 
to  you  a  fealcd  Saviour  this  day ;  0  that  every  one  that  reads 
thefe  lines  might,  in  a  pang  of  love,  cry  oyt  with  the  enamoured 
fpoufe.  Cant.  viii.  6.  **  Set  me  s^  a  {bal  upon  thy  heart,  as  ^ 
t*  ical  upoa  thy  atm}  for  love  is  flroDg  ^i  death,  Jealoui^  it 
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V  cruel  as  the  grave ;  The  coals  thereof  are  coals  of  fire>  which 
"  have  a  vehement  flame." 

-  Inf.  6.  Once  more  ;  Hath  God  fcalcd  Chrift  for  you  ?  *theit 
draw  forth  the  comfort  of  his  Je&Ung  for  you,  and  be  rcftlefs  till  ye 
alfo  be  feezed  by  him. 

I.  Draw  out  the  comfort  of  Chrift's  fcaling  for  yon.  Re- 
!»>  momber  that  hereby  God  jlanis  engaged,  even  by  his  own  ieal^ 
\  \'  to  allow  and  confirm  whatever  Chrift  hath  do^  in  the  bufinefs 
of  our  falyatioo.  And  on  this  ground  you  n^yjhus  plead  with 
God  :  Lord,  thou  haft  iealed  Chrift  to  this  office,  and  therefore 
)  depend  upon  it,  that  thou  ailoweft  all  that  he  hath  done,  an4 
9II  that  he  hath  fuftered  for  me,  and  wilt  make  goodNall  that  he 
hath  promiied  me.  If  men  will  not  deny  their  own  feals,  inuch 
icfi  wilt  thou.  " 

;  It  Get  yonr  intcreft  in  Chrift  ftaled  to  you  by  the  Spirit,  clfe 
jou  qinnot  have  the  comfort  of  Chrift's  being  fealed  for  you. 
Now  the  Spirit  ieals  two  ways,  Obje^ivefy  nod  EffeBually  ;  the 
firft  is  by  working  thofe  graces  in  us,  which  are  the  conditions 
of  the  promifes  :  the  latter  is  by  ibining  upon  his  own  work, 
and  helping  the  (bui  to  difcern  it,  which  follows  the  other,  both 
in  order  of  nature,  and  of  time.  And  thefe  fealings  of  the  Spirit 
are  to  be  diftinguiftied,  both  ex  partejubje^i^  or  the  quality  of 
the  perfou  fealed,  which  always  is  a  believer,  Eph,  i.  1 3.  for  there 
can  be  no  reflex,  till  there  have  been  a  direSl  A£l  of  taith;  an4 
.  ex  parte  materia^  by  the  matter  of  which  that  comfort  is  made ;, 
which  if  it  be  of  the  Spirit,  is  ever  confonant  to  the  written 
word,  Ila.  viii.  20.  And  pardy  ab  effe6lii^  by  its  effcfts  :  for  it 
.  commonly  produces  in  the  ieaied  (but,  great  care  and  caution  to 
avoid  fin,  Eph.  iv.  30.  Great  love  to  God,  Johnxiv.  7%.  Readi- 
iiefs  to  fufter  any  thing  for  Chrift,  Rom.  v.  3, 4,  5.  Confidence 
in  addrefles  to  God»  i  John  v.  13,  14.  and  great  humility  and 
lelf-abafement ;  as  in  Abraham,  who  lay  o^  his  face  when  God 
fealed  the  covenant  to  him.  Gen.  xvii.  i,  2,  3.  This,  O  this 
brings  home  the  (weec  and  good  of  all,  when  this  feal  is  fuper-ad* 
cd  to  that. 
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Treats,  of  the  Solcoiar  Gom^£ciia^tia^  p£  the  A^k- 

Jo^il  xvii.  19;  ji(id/ar  their  fcSces  VJanElfy.  fn^filf. 

JE«U S  Ghrift '  being. fitted  with  a  body, ,  ai>d :  aathprized  by 
a  cpttiaiiffibn,  now  a£baally.  devotes,  and  fets  hitnfelf  apart 
to  his  work.  la^  ttie  former  fermon  yoli  heard  what  th^ 
Father  did ;  ia  ttiis  ypa  Oi^aU  liefu:  what  the  $oti  hath  done  to- 
Wrds  the  farther  ad^aQcemeQt  of  that  glorious  dengn  of  bur 
falvatioi^:  Hi  f%n6iiJUd  himfi^  for  our  fahs.  WhereiYi  ob? 
feryc,  (i.)  Chrift's  iaa^ifyi.og  of  himfelf.  (2.)  The  end  or  dcr 
ii^n  of  his  id  doing. 

;  i,  You  have  e&rift^s .fanftifyitig  of  ■himfelf.  The  ^ord 
•a;««^.  is  not  here  to  be  underftood  for  the  cleanfing,  purifyr 
^ag  prmaidag  holy  that  which  was  before  iu[iclean  and  tinholy, 
cither  in  a  moral.fcnfe,  as  we  atecleanfed  from  fin  by  faoftificar 
tion ;  orin  ^  ceremotiial  fenfe,  as  perfons  ^nd  things  were  fanc- 
till^d 'undqr  the  law.;  though  here  is  a,  plain  allufibn  to  thofe 
legal  rites;  But  Chrift's  fanftifying  hipifelf,  imports,  (i.)His 
feparatioriy  or  fetting  apart  to  b^  an  oblation  orfacrifice.  So 
Btz^,.nempje  ut  facerdos  et  vi^fima,  as  the  prieft  and  facrifice. 
I.fanfltify  myfelf,  imports,  (?.)  His  ron/^crafion,  or  dedication  of 
himfsif  to  this  holy  uje  and  fervic£^.  Sat  he  Dutch  At)  notations, 
Jfanftify  myfelf  (^i.  e.)  I  give  up  myf&lf  for  a  holy  facrifice. 
^adi<>  our  Eoglifh  Annotations,  IfinSlifyyfL  e.j  I  confecratc 
aii^  voluntarily  offer  myfelf  a  holy  and  unbletoiftied  facrifice 
tQ  thee  for  .thar  redemption.  And  thus  under  the  Law,  when 
any  day,  perfon,  or  veflel  w^as  confeerated  and  dedicated  to  the 
Lord,  it  was  (o  intirely  for  his ufe  and  fervice,  that  to  ufe  it  after^ 
ward  in  any  common  fervice,  was  to  profane  and  pollute  it,  as 
yon  {e6  Dan.  v,  3.  ' 

2.  The  end  of  his  fo  ftnftifyingliimfelf  l/or  their  fakes,  and 
that  they  might  be  fanEiiJied  f]  where  you  haVe  the  Finis  cvjus, 

•  To  fao^ify,  .i$  to  feparate  or  fet  apart  for  divine  ufes.     Sren^ 
iius  on  this  place. 

f  The  meaaing  then  is  this,  I  landUfy  myfelf«  /.  e.  for  their 

(akea 
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chexnd  for  whom,  f6r  thdr  (i,  ^.^for  the  ele^siike,  for  ihem 
Whom  thou  gstycft,  mc ;  and  the  Fmis  cui^  ihe  eo^  for  which, 
tli^tthey  might  be  {aoAified.  Wiiere  you  alfo  fee  that  the  death 
of  Chrift  wholly  refpe^s  as;  he  diFered  aot  for  himfelf  as  other 
piieAs  did,  but  for  us/ that  we  ni«y  be  faudified.  Chrift  sfv 
jQ  love  whh  hoUiiefSf  that  at  the  price  of  hi$  blood  he  Iviil  buy 
it  lor  OS.    Hence  the  oblervatioa  is ; 

DoA.  ThM  Jefus  Chrift  did  dedicate,  andwhoUyJet  hUnfeifa*^ 
part  i$  the  vjork  of  a  Mediator,  for  the  eieif 4  fake. 

This  poiQt  is  a  glafs,  wherein  the  eye  of  your  faith  itiay  fist 
Jefus  Chrift  preparing  himfelf  to  be  offered  up  to  God  for  ik» 
fitting  faimfetf  to  die.  And  to  Jceep  a  dear  method,  I  ftiall  opeo 
thefe  two  djiiugs,  in  the^doArinat  part;  Firft,  what  his  finAify* . 
log  himfelf  implies:  Secwdiy,  How  it  refpefts  us. 

Firft^  What  is  implied  in  this  phatrfe,  «a  &naify  myfeif,*^ 
And  there  arc  feven  things  carried  in  it. 

1 .  This  phrafe  [**  I  fanftify  mj^elP'J  impfies  theperjonml  nmon 
ef  the  two  natures  in  Chrift  :  For  what  is  that  which  he  here  oaiis 
Hmfe^i  btt  the  iame  that  was  confecrated  to  be  a  faaifice,  even 
Ms  human  nature  ?  This  was  tiie  fiu:rifice.  And  this  alfo  wasr 
htrnfelf:  ^o  the apoftle fpeak«,  Heb.  ix.  14.  "He  through  the 
««  etefdal  Spirit,  ofitred  up  himfelf  to  God,  without  fpot.**  So 
that  our  nature,  by  that  aflumpdon,  is  become  himfetlf.  Greater 
honour  cannot  be  done  it,  or  greater  ground  of  comfort  prop6& 
ad  to  us.  But  having  fpoiten  of  that  union  iQ  the  former  fer* 
mon,  fltall  remit  the  reader  thither. 

2.  This  fanfiifylngi  or  cpnfecrating  himfelf  to  be  a  (acrtfica. 
for  as»  implies,  thegreatnefs  and  drmdfulnefs  of  that  breach*u)hiib 
fin  made  betwixt  God  and  us.    You  fee  no  lefs  a  faaifice  than 

Chrift  faimlelf  moft  be  faoAified  to  make  atonemeat.  Jndge  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  wound  by  the  breadth  of  the  plaifter. 
««  Sacrifice  and  oflPeriag,  and  bUrnt-ofF^ingfor  fin,  thou  woukU^ 
«  not  5  but  a  body  haft  thou  prepared  me,'*  Hcb.  %.  5.  AU 
our  repentance,  could  we  (bed  as  many  tears  for  fin»  as  there 
have  fallen  drops  of  rain  fiocc  the  creation,  could  not  have  been 
our  atonement :  **  But  God  was  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world 
"  in  himfelf^  And  had  henOt  fanftifitd  Chrift  to  this  end,  ha: 
Would  have  fdoflSficd  himfelf  ?pon  us,  in  judgment  and  fury 
forever. 

fakes  1  die,  that  they  by  my  death  may  be  filled  with  the  Sp^it  of. 
hoiinefs,  and  nuy  become  holy  veflels  of  G;^d,  by  the  Spirit  ^af 
God  revealed*    MarUrat,  on  this  pUcei  .    , 
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.  3.  This  his  fanftifying  himfclf,  implies  his  free  and  voluntas 
ry  undertaking  of  the  work.     It  is  not,  /  am  fanBi/ied,  as  if 
he  had  been  merely  paflive  in  it,  as  the  lambs  that  typed  hiqi^ 
t>at  were,  when  pluck t  from  the  fold  ;  but  it  is  an  aftive  verb 
he  ofeth  here  *,  /  fanE\ify  myfe^:  he  would  have  noiie  thiok 
that  he  died  out  of  a  neceffity  ot  compulfion,  bat  out  of  chcMce  s 
Therefore  he  is  faid  to  •*  offer  up  himfclf  to  God,"  Heb.  Ix. . 
14.     Jfcnd  John  x.  i8.  *•  I  lay  down  my  life  of  myfelf :  do  man 
*«  takethit  from  me."    And  although  it  is  often  faid  his  Father 
fent  him^  zndgave  him  ;  yet  his  heart  was  as  much  let  oa  that 
work,  as  if  there  bad  been  nothing  but  glory,  eafe  aad  comfort 
in  it ;  he  was  under  no  conAraint.  but  that  of  hrs  own  love^ 
Therefere,   as  when  the  fcripture  would  fet  forth  the  willing- 
Bcfs  of  the  Father  to  this  work,  it  faith,  God  fent  his  iSon,  and  OoJ 
gave  his  Son  ;  fo  when  it  would  fet  forth  Chrift's  willingnefs  to 
it,  it  faith,  he  offered  up  himfelf^  gave  himfelf2iViA,  here  in  the. 
ttmx,  fsin^Hfied himfe^.     The  facrificc  that  flruggled,  and  came, 
not  without  force  to  the  altar,  was  reckoned  ominous  and  xxtk^. 
lucky  by  the  Beathen  :  our  facrifice  dedicated  himfelf ;  he  died 
out  of  choice,  and  was  a  free-will  offering,  • 

4.  His  fanftifying  himfelf,  implies  Aw /i/r^««flf/^//3?^Ao/i«^; 
that  he  had  nofpot  or  blemifb  in  him,  I'hofe  beaAs  that  prefi- 
gured him,  were  to  be  without  blemifb,  atld  none  elfe  were  eon- 
fecrated  to  that  fervice.  So,  and  more  than  fo,  it  behoved  Chrift- 
to  be,  Heb.  vii.  26.  "•Such  a  High  Prieft  became  us,  who  is 
*'  holy,  hafmlefs,  undefield,  feparate  from  (inners  :^'  And  what 
it  became  him  to  be,  he  was.  Therefore,  in  alUifion  to  the  iambs 
offered  und^r  the  law,  the  apoAle  calls  him  a  Lamb  without^ 
Uemi/bt  orfpot^  i  Pet.  i.  19.  Every  other  man  hatha  double  fpot 
©n  him,  the  heart-fpot,  and  ihe  life-fpot ;  the  fpot  of  original, 
Md  the  fpots  of  aftual  fins.  But  ChriA  was  without  either,  he 
bad  not  the  fpot  of  original  An,  for  he  was  not  by  man  ;  he  came 
in  a  peculiar  way  into  the  world,  and  fo  efcaped  that :  nor  yet 
of  aftqal  fins ;  for,  as  bis  nature,  fo  his  life  was  fpotlefs  and  pure, 
Ifa:  liii.  9»*  '*  He  did  no  iniquity.*'  And  though  tempted  to  fio' 
externally,  yet  he  was  never  i^efiled  in  heart  or  prafti<^ ;  he* 
came  as  near  it  as  he  could  for  our  fakes,  yet  ftill  without  fin, 
Heb.  iv.  I  ^.  If  he  fanftifies  himfelf  for  a  faaifice,  he  muft  be 
as'  the  ^aw  required,  pure  and  fpotlefs. 

5.  His  fanftifying  himfelf  for  our  fakes,  fpeaks  thefirength  rf 
his  iove^  andlargenefs  of  his  heart  to  poorjinners^  thus  to  fet  him' 
feif  wholly  and  entirely  apart  for  US  :  16  that  ^hathcdidand 


$i^ed,  moft-all  of  h  have  a  rdpeft  and  relatios  to  ifs.  He  did 
not  (when  confecratei  for  us)  UveamcxDeiity  do  aa  aA,  or  fpeak 
41  word,  biit  it  had  (oiat  tendeocy  to  promdtc  the  great  defiga 
of  our  falvation.  He  was  only  aad  wholly,  and  always  doing 
your  work,  when  coofecrated  for  your.fakes.  His  incaroau<>a 
rsfpefts  yoa ;  lia.  ix.  6.  '<  For  to  us  a  child  is  born,  to  as  a  fon  is 
'*  ^giveo/'  And  he  would  sever  have  been  the  (on  of  mao^  but 
^  make  you  the  Tons  and  daughters  of  God.  God  would  not. 
have  come  down  in  the  likenei's  of  fmfql  flefh,  in  the  habit  of  k 
GQan,  but  to  ralfe  up  iinfni  man  into  the  likenefs  of  God.  All  thtt 
miracles  he  wrought  were  for  you,  to  confirm  your  faith.  When 
be  railed  up  Lazarus,  John  xi.  42.  *'  Becicrfe  of  the  people  which 
V  ftaad  by,  I  faidtt,  that  they  might  believe  that  thou  haftfcM 
f<  me."  W  bile  he  lived  on  earth,  he  lived  as  one  whoiljr  let  apart 
for  us ;  and  when  he  died,  he  died  for  us.  Gal.  iii.  13.  *'  be  wu 
"  made  a  curfe  for  us."  When  he  hanged  on  that  curled  tree,  hm 
banged  there  In  our  room,  and  did  but  fill  our  place.  Wheti  ht 
Ivas  buried,  he  was  buried  for  us :  for  the  end  of  it  was,  to  p«r^ 
£ume  our  graves,  agatn(l  we  oune  to  lie  down  in  them.  And 
when  he  rofe  again,  it  was,  as  the  apoftle  Taith,  •*  for  ourjuflifi* 
^  <atiori,"  Rom.  ir.  25.  Whan  be  afccnded  into  glory,  he  IJro- 
lefied  it  was  about  our  bufmefs,  that  he  vfent  to  prepare  places 
for  us :  and  if  it  had  not  been  fb,  he  would  have  told  us»  John 
^v.  z.  AekI  now  he  is  there,  it  is  for  us  that  he  there  lives ;  fof 
!'  he  ever  lives  to  make  interceffioa  for  us,"  Heb.  vii.  i^.  And 
when  he  (hall  return  again  to  Judge  the  world,  be  wiU  come  for 
us  rbo.  **  He  comes  (whenever  it  he)  t0  be  glorifiedia  his  faints^ 
**  and  admired  in  them  that  believe,"  2  ThelT.  i,  10.  He  comet 
to  gather  his  faints  home  to  himleif,  that  where  he  is,  there  tfaey 
^1  may  be,  in  foul  and  body  with  him  for  ever*  Thus  you  led 
how,  as  Ms  coofecraticai  for  us  doth  fpcak  him  fet  apart  for  our 
ufe ;  fo  he  did  wholly  bellow  himfelf,  time,  life,  deaths  and  all 
upon  us ;  living  ^nd  dying  for  (no  bdier  cbd,  ^t  co  Accompliih 
this  great  work  of  falv4tion  for  us. 

6  His  fanftifyingliimfetf  fdru^flainlyfpeaks  thc«;Fr^*r«ig^ 
^  his  death,  that  it  wits  in  <«2/r  r*9em  i^rjieai.  When  the  prieft 
conleciated  the  facrifice,  it  was  fet  apart  for  the  people.  So  ^ 
frid  for  the  fc^pegoat;  *' And  Aaroofixalila^  both  his  faasdbup* 
''  On  the  head  of  the  live  goat,  ktid  coofefs  over  him  aH  the  t« 
^*  niquities  pf  the  children  of  Ifraet,  .and  all  their  trad%fe(rioQt 
^'  in  all  tbdir  fins,  putting  them  upon  the  head  of  the  goat,  and 
^  fhall  fend  himJ^wa^  by  the  hand  of  a  fit  man  into  the  ttdider* 
*•  nefs,"  Levit.  «i.  ax.  Thus  ffii.  lai.^  7,  He  ftood  ia  oor 
..yot.i.  O 
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fooni,  to  bear  our  burden.  And  as  Aaron  laid  the.  ioi<joitie^  oi 
the  people  upon  the  goat,  {o  were  ours  laid  on  Chrifl :  It  'Was 
faid  to  him  in  that  day  ;  On  thee  be  their  pride,  their  unbeUei; 
their  hardnels  of  heart,  their  vain  thoughts,  their  earthly-mind- 
edners,  be.  Thou  art  confecrared  for  them,  to  be  the  facrifice 
in  their  room.  His  death  was  in  our  Aead,  as  well  as  for  our 
good*  And  fo  much  his  fandlifying  himfelf  [for  us]  imports. ' 
7.  His  fanftifying  himfelf,  imports  the  extraordinarinefs  cf 
Us  pirfin :  far  it  freaks'  him  to  ht  both  priejiy  facrifia  and  altar^ 
nil  in  one  :  a  thing  unheard  of  in  the  world  be/ore.  So  that  his 
bame  might  well  be  called  fVonderfuL  1  fan6lify  tnyftlf:  I 
fauAify^  according  to  both  natures  ;  myfelf,  that  is,  my  huroaii 
iiature^  which  was  the  facrifice  upon  the  altar  of  my  divine 
nature  ;  for  'tis  the  altar  that  fan^Vifies  the  gift.  As  the  three 
offices  never  met  in  one  perlbn  before,  fo  thefe  three  things  ne« 
ver  met  in  one  prieft  before^  The  priefts  indeed  confecrated 
the  bodies  of  beads  fof  facrificeSy  but  never  offered  pp  their  owd 
fouls  and  bodies  as  a  whole  burnt-offerings  as  Chrid  did.  And 
thus  you  have  the  import  of  this  phrafet  1  Jan^tfy  myfelffor 
their  fakes. 

'    Secondly,  I  fliall  (hew  you  briefly  the  habitude  and  refpeflE 

that  all  this  hath  to  us  ;  for  unto  us  the  fcriptures  every  where 

refer  it.     So  in  i  Gor.  v.  7.  '«  Chrift  our  pafTovcr  is  facrifice4 

**  for  us."  Eph.  V,  2.  "He  loved  the  church,  and  gave  himfelf 

.  V  for  it."  See  Tit.  ii.  14,  This  will  be  made  out^  by  a  threefold 

.  confideration  of  Chrift's  death.    And, 

,    I.  Let  it  be  confidered,  that  he  was  not  offered  up,  to  God  for 

his  own  fins :  for  he  was  moft  holy.     Ifa.  liii.  9.  No  iniquity 

Was  found  in  him.     Indeed,  the  prieds  under  the  law  offered 

for  themfelves,  as  well  as  the  people;  but  Chrifl  did  not  fo, 

Heb.  vii.  27*  *^  He  needed  uot  daily,  as  thofe  fiigh  Priefls,  to 

f *  offer  up  facrifice,  firft  for  his  own  fins,  and  then  for  the  peo- 

.  f'  pies."  And  indeed  had  he  been  a  finner,  what  value  or  efHcacy 

could  have  been  in  his  facrifice  I  He  could  not  have  been  the 

.fiicrifice,  but  would  havie  needed  one.    Now,  if  Chrifl  were 

moft  holy,  and  yet  put  to  death,  and  cruel  fufferings ;  either 

his  death,  and  fufferings  mufl  be  an  adb  of  injuflice  and  cruelty  ; 

or  it  muft  refpeA  others,  whofc  perfons  and  caufe  he  fuftained 

in  that  fuffering  capacity*     He  could  nevo*  have  fufFered  or 

died  by  the  Father's  hand,  had  he  not  been  a  fmner  by.  impu« 

iatioD.    And  4a  that  refpe£l,  as  Luthei:  fpeaks,   he  was.  the 

greatefl:  of  finners ;  or,  as  ths  prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaks/  s\l  cur 

fins  weremade  to  meet  upon  Hm :  not  that  he  was  intrlnfically, 

but  was  made  fo,  fo,  by  impuiatlcm^  as  is  dear  from.  2  Cor.  v. 
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2J.  "  He  was  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin."  So  that 
hence  it  is  evident,  that  Chrift's  death,  or  fac'rifice,  is  wholly  4 
refpeftive  or  relative  thing.  ^ 

*  2.  [tis  not  to  be  forgotten  here,  that  the  fcripturcs  fre- 
qnently  call  the  death  of  Chrift  a  price,  i  Cor.  vi.  20.  and  <« 
ranf&m,  Mat.  xx.  28.  or  connterprice  f.  To  whom  then  doth 
jt  relate,  but  to  them  that  were,  and  are  in  bondage  and  cap- 
tivity ?  If  it  was  to  redeem  any,  it  muft  be  captives :  but  Chrift 
himfelf  was  never  in  captivity ;  he  was  always  in  his  Father's 
bofom,  as  you  have  heard ;  but  we  were  in  cruel  bondage  and 

,  thraldom,  under  the  tyranny  of  fin  and  Satan :  and  it  is  we  only 
that  have  the  benefit  of  this  ranfom.  '. 

•  3.  Either  the  death  of  Chrift  muft  relate  to  believers,  or  elft 
he  muft  die  in  vain.  As  for  the  angels,  thofe  that  ftood  in  their 
integrity,  needed  no  facrifice,  and  thofe  that  fell,  are  totally  ex* 
daded  from  any  benefit  by  it :  he  is  not  a  Mediator  for  them. 
And  among  men  that  have  need  of  it,  unbelievers  have  no  (bare 
in  it,  they  rejeft  it*;  fwch  have  no  part  in  it.  If  then  he  neither 
died  for  himfcif,  as  I  proved  before,  nor  for  angels,  nor  un-* 
believers;  either  his  blood  muft  be  ftied  with  refped);  to  be* 
lievers,  or,  which  is  moft  abfurd,  and  never  to  be  imagined, 
filed  as  water  upon  the  ground,  and  totally  caft  away  :  io  that 
you  fee  by  all  this,  it  was  for  our  fakes,  as  the  text  fpcaks,  thac 
he  fanAified  him&lf.  And  now  wc  may  lay  ;  Lord,  the  cort'* 
demnationvfzs  thine,  that  the  jujtijication  might  be  mine ;  the. 
agony  thine,  that  the  viSfory  mtght  be  mine ;  the  pain  was  thine,* 
and  the  ^^  mine;  xh&JIripes  thine,  and  the  healing  bahn- 
iffuing  from  thett^  mine  ;  the  vinegar  and  gali\ffcte  thine,  that; 
the  honey  and  /weet  might  be  mine ;  the  cur/e  was  thine,  that 
the  bleffing  might  be  mine ;  the  cro^vn  of  thorns  was  thin6,  that' 
the  crown  ^^/ory  might ,  be  mine  ;  the  death  was  thine,  the 
/j^.purchafed  by  it  mine  ;  thou  payedft  the  price  that  I  might 
enjoy  the  inheritance. 

We  come  next  to  the  inferences  of  truth  deduciblc  froni  this* 
point,  which  follow. 

dnftrence  i.  if  Jefus  Chrift  did  wholly  fet  himfcif  apart  for* 
believers,  how  reafonable  is  it  that  believers  Jbould  con/cerate  an(t 
fet  themfelves  apart  wholly  for  Chrifl  ?  Is  he  all  for  us,  and  ftiall' 
we  be  nothing  for  him  ?  AVhat  be  was,  he  was  for  you  ?  Whatv 
ever  he  did,  was  done  for  you  ;  And  all  that  he  fufFered,  was' 
fuffered  for  you.  O  then,  **  I  befeech  you  Brcdiren,  by  themcr-' 

P  2  • 
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♦*  cicsof  God,  pr«reotyoar  bodies/'  i,j.  yoasr  whole  fel vies,  (fof 
fo  body  1%  there  ♦  fynccdochically  pot  to  fignify  the^hoie  per-? 
Ion)  I  fay,  **  preitnt  your  bodies^a  living  facrifice,  holy,  accep^i 
^^  blc  to  God,  which  is  your  re&fooable  iervice,"  Rooi.  xii.  i.  As 
your  good  was  CbriA's  end,  fo  let  his  glory  be  your  cind*  Le^ 
ChrUl  be  tbc  **  end  of  your  cooveriitioo,"  Heb.  xiii.  7.  M 
Chrill  could  fay.  To  hic  to  live  is  you  ;  fo  doyoa  fey,  "  For  un 
<'  to  live  is  Chrift,"  Phil  121.  0  that  all  who  profefs  £^b 
m  Chrift,  could  iubfcribe  cordially  to  that  profeffioo,  Rom.  itlv^ 
9.  ''  None  of  us  liveth  to  hinifelf,  smd.  00  loiao  dietb  to  birnfeif  ;i 
**  but  wbether  we  live,  we  live  to  the  Lord;  and  whetbci:  wo 
**  die,  we  die  to  the  Lord  :  fo  thdn  whether  we  Hvc  or  diij,  v» 
<*  are  the  Lord's."  This  is  to  be  a  ChrilUari  indeed  What  is 
%  Chriftiafi,  but  aa  holy  dedicated  thiog  tot  the  I^rd  ?  Andk 
what  greater  evidence  can  there  be,  that  Chrift  iet  bunn 
&lf  apart  for  yoa»   than   your  fetting    yooi^felves  apart   iots 

This  i?  the  marriage  covenant,  Hof  fit.  3.  *^  Thou  (bait before 
••  me,  and  not  for  another ;  fo  will  I  be  for  thee/*  Ah,  ^hat  a> 
life  id  the  life  of  a  Chriftian  J  Chrifl:  ail  for  yon,  and  yon  al4  fo© 
l^im.  Bk(&d  exchange !  Soul,  (laith  Chriil)  all  I  have  is  tbioe. 
lord,  (faitb  the  foulj,  and  all  I  have  is  thine.  Soul,  (fi^hi 
Cbrift),  my  perfon  is  wonderful,  but  what  I  am,  I  am  for  thee : 
lay  life  was  fpeot  in  labour  and  trayaiU  but  lived  for  thee.  And 
lior^,  (faith  the  believer),  my  perfon  is  vile,  and  not  worth  tby. 
^ceptiog  ;  but,  fucb  as  it  is,  it  is  thine ;  n$y  foul,  with  all  aad 
every  faculty ;  my  body,  and  every  member  of  it>  my  gifts,  tim^ 
and  all  my  talents,  are  thine. 

And  iee  that  as  Chrift  bequeathed  and  m$de  over  btmfelf  toi 
you,  ib  ye,  in  like  manner,  bcftow  and  make  over  yourfehtes* 
to  him.  He  lived  not,  neither  died  (as  you  hear)  for  himielf^ 
bat  yoo.  O  that  you,  in  like  manner,  would  dbwa  with  felf^. 
and  exalt  Chiift  in  the  room  6f  it.  "  Wo,  wo  is  me,  (faith  oneX 
**  that  the  holy  profeffion  of  Cfarifi  t$  made  a  (hewy  garmenc 
*^  by  many  to  bring  home  a  vain  fame ',  and  ChrsH  Is  made  tOr 
'<  ferve  mens  ends.  This  is  to  ftopan  oven  with  a  king's  Fobes. 
**  Except  men  martyr  and  (lay  the  body  of  fin,  in  fanStified  felf« 
*'  denial,  they  (hall  never  be  Chrifl's  martyrs  and  faithful  wit* 
**  nefles.  O  if  I  could  be  mafter  of  that  houfe-idol,  my&lfy 
**  mine  own,  miueowa  wit,,  will,  crecHt,  and  eaic,  how  bieflcd 
••  \^rc  I !  Q  but  WjC  have  need  to  be  redeemed  ftom  ouriibiyesip . 
**  rather  than  from  the  devil  and  the  world.    Learn  to  put  out 


fsjtit,  Vl%  fhe^  RffinSain  ^  %^  ^ 

**  yourfej?^,  i^d  to  put  in  Chrift  for  yourCai?cS!i.  I  (houW 
'*  make  a  iweet  bargain,  and  give  old  tor  new,  if  1  could  Aiufflf 
*^  WJk  felfy  aofl  TttbiUtate  Chrift  my  Lord  in  place  of  my  &lf ; 
''  ta  i^j^  Qoc  I,  but  Cbriil;  iict  my  will,  but  ChrilVs ;  aot  my 
"  cafe,  aot  my  lijfts,  nqt  my  cre^it^  but  Chrift,  QbrU^. — ^  Q 
<*  U5r^ctie4  yoli  Jwx^^,  wl|icii  ftiall  I  fee  ihee  wholly  dcccwtc^ 
*^  a^^  Chrift  wholly  p«^  i^  thy  room  ?  O  it  Chrift  had  th^ 
*•'  full  place  a94  foom  oif  sfty^lf.  thai  «U  my  aims*  purpofes; 
**  thought^  and  detir^s.WQuld  coaft  ^ud  land  vpoo  Chf ift»  aad 
«  ©pt  uppft  myfeiC" 

He  fet  bim(elf  apart  for  you  believers,  and  no  others ;  n/fl^ 
|X>t  for  tngek,  bat  for  you  :  Will  yc  alb  fet  y^urfelves  apart 
pec^Ji^l;  ioj  Chrift  ?  be  h'ls*  ^Qd  no  other's  \  Let  not  Chrift 
aad  t^  world  (b^e  and  divide  your  hearts  in  two  halves  bor 
Iwi^l  ih^iA ;  kt  not  the  world  ftep  in  and  fay,  half  m.inc  Yof 
Will  n^er  do  Chrift  right,  nor  anlwer  this  grace»  till  you  csk 
%.  %s  it  is,  Pfai.  Ixxiii-  25.  <*  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  ihee  \ 
'*  aftd <m^ <^rth  tbsrt:  isQon^  ti^t  I deiire  in comparilbn  of  thce# 
)}oi^  tw€  Chrift*  Qone  b^t  Chrift,  is  a  proper  motto  for  4 
Chriftiaa. 

He  kfl  the  Mglieft  and  be  ft  enjoyments,  even  tho{e.  m  his 
father's  btojoKp,  to  let  himfeU^part  foe  death  £^nd  fnfi^ingfoc 
you :  Are  you  ready  to  leave  the  bofom  of  the  beft  and  fweet^ 
eft  oeyoyments^  yon  have  in  this  world,  to  Imc  him  \  If  you 
fiaad  aat  habitiuaUy  ready  to  le^ve  father,  nfiother,  wife,  chtiT 
4ren,  land$,  yea»  and  life  too>  to  ferve  him,  you  are  not  worthy 
cfhim,  Matth.  x.  37. 

ii«  was  fo  wholly  given  up  to  your  (ervice,  that  he  refa(c4 
Wk  ^e  worft  and  hardeft  part  pf  it,  even  bleeding,  groaning, 
4yiag  work ;  bisiove  to  yon  fweetned  all  this  to  him  ;  Can  yoi^ 
&y  fo  too;  do  you  '^ account  the  reproaches  of  Chrift  great^ip 
**ricj3cs  djAO thetreafvires  Oif  Egypt,  as  Molfes  did  ?"  Heb.  xi.  %6. 

He  had  fb  entirely  devoted  nimieif  to  your  work,  that  )m\ 
IPttld  Qf^  be  at  reft  till  it  was  finilhed :  be  Was  ib  intent  upon  it, 
tMt  he  *'  forgot  to  eat  bread,"  John  iv.  31,  32-  So  it  ihenl^ 
l)c  with  yoa ;  his  i^srvice  ihould  be  meat  and  drink  to  ypu.  Tq 
Q3n<;lad9: 

)^%  was  fo  whoUy  given  up  to  your  work  and  lervice,  that  he^ 
Woujtd  not  fuifer  him^lf  to  be  ia  the  kaft  diveited,  or  takei% 
%ff  fijoga  it :  and  if  Peter  himfeif  counlel  bim  to  f«9ivanr  himn 
felf,^e  Mlh^ar,  *•  Get  tbec  behind  me,  Saeao."  O  happy  werei 
it  if  our  hearts  were  tot  fo  engaged  for  Chrift  f  In  Ga]cn> 
tiipe  it  was  proverbial,  wben  they  would  exprefs  the  impoffi^ 
WMJ  ^  9  Vmi^  Tm  m^  ai^n  take  <§  4  Ciuifiianjrom  Gbrtji- 
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Thus  you  fte  what  ufe  you  ftiould  make  of  ChfiA's  landlifying 
himfclffor  you. 

Inference  2.  If  Chrift  hath  lanfVificd  or  confccratcdhirafelf 
for  us  ;  learn  hence,  what  a  horrid  evil  it  if,  to  ufe  jChr^  or  his 
Hood,  at  a  common  and  unfanSfiJied  thing.  Yet  io  (btne  do,  as 
the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Heb.  x.  29.  The  apoftate  is  faid  to  tread 
upon  the  Son  of  God,  as  if  he  wefe  no  better  than  the  dirt  un- 
der his  feet,  and  to  count  his  blood  an  unholy  (or  common)  thing. 
But  wo  to  them  that  fo  do„  they  (hall  be  counted  worthy  oF 
fomething  worie  than  dying  without  mercy,  as  the  apoflle  therd 
ipeaks. 

Apd  as^his  is  the  fin  of  the  apoAate,  fo  it  isalfo  the  fia  of, 
all  tlioie  that  without  faith  approach,  andfopfophane  the  table 
»f  the  Lord,  unbelievingly  and  unworthily  handling  thofe  awe* 
ful  things.  Such  '^  eat  and  drink  judgment  to  themfelves,  not 
**  difcerning  the  Lord's  body,*'  i  Cor.  xi.  '29.  Whereas  the 
body  of  ChriA  was  a  thing  of  thedeepefl:  fandification  that  ever 
God  created ;  fandlified  (as  the  text  tells  us)  to  a  far  more  excel* 
lent  and  glorious  pnrpofe  tban  ever  any  creature  in  heaven  of 
earth  was  fan^lified.  It  was  therefore  the  great  fin  of  thofe  Co^ 
irinthians,  not  todifcernit,  and  not  to  behave  them(elves  towards 
St,  when  they  faw  and  handled  the  figns  of  it,  as  became  (b  holy 
a  thing.  n 

And  as  it  was  their  great  fin,  fo  God  declared  his  juft  indig-r 
nation  againft  it,  in  thofe  fore  Arokes  infliAed  for  it.  As  they 
difcerned  not  the  Lord's  body,-  fo  neither  did  the  Lord  difcem' 
their  bodies  from  others  in  the  judgments  that  were  infliftedv 
And,  as  one  wellobferves,  God  drew  the  model  and  platform  of 
their  puni(hment,  from  the  flrufture  and  proportion  of  their  fin; 
And  truly,  if  the  moral  and  fpiritual  feeds  and  originals  of  many 
of  pur  outward  affliftions  and  fickneffes  were  but  duly  fifted  out, 
polTibly  we  might  find  a  great  part  of  them  in  the  bowels  of  ffaia 
fin. 

The  juft  and  righteous  God  will  build  up  the  breaches  ^e 
make  upon  the  honour  of  his  Son,  with-;lhe  iti&s'of  that  beauty, 
ftrength  and  honour  which  be  hath  given  our  bodies.     O  then,^' 
when  you  draw  nigh  to  God  in  that  ordinance,  tfjte.'heed  ti^*  ' . 
fenftify  his  name,  l>y  a  Spiritual  difceming  of  this  moft  holy,  and  * 
moft  deeply  fanftified  body. of  the'L'ord  ;fanflifiedbeyiond  all' 
creatures,  angels  or  men,  not  only  in  refpeft  of  the  Spirit  which* 
filled  him,  without  meafure  with  inherent holinefs,  but  alfo  in  re* 
fpeftof  its  dedication  to  fuch  g  fervice  as  this,  it  being  fct  apart' 
by  him  to  fuch  holy,  (blemn  ends  and  ufes,  as  you  have  heard. 

And  let  it,  for.  ever^  be  a  warning  to  fueh  as^h^ve  lifted  u^ 
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their  bands  to  Cbrift  ia  a,  holy  profefTion,  that  tbey  nevor  -Jift 
tip  their  bed  againft  him  afterwards  by  apoftacy.  The  apoflate 
trea(]s  on  God's  dear  Son,  and  God  will  tread  4ipOQ  him  for  it, 
"  Thou  haft  trodden  down  all  thaf  err  from  thy  ftatutes,"  Pfal. 
icxix.  11^.  < 

Inference  3.  What  a  choice  peittem  ofhve  to  faints  have  we  here 
heforeus, !  Calling  all  that  are  i^  Cbrift  to  an  imi ration  of  htm, 
f ven^tp  give  up  ourfelves  to  their  iervicc,  as  Chrift  did  ;  not  ia 
the  lame  kind»  (o>  none  can  give  himielf  for  th^m,  but  as  we 
arc  capable.  You  fee  here  how  his  heart  was  afTedled  to  them, 
that  he  wQOid  fan^ify  himfclf  as  a  facrifice  for  thenu  --See  to 
what  i  height  of  duty  the  apoAle  improves  this  example  of 
Chrift,  1  John  iii.  16.  t*  Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  of  God,  be- 
**  cauie  be  bid  downjhis  life  for  us;  and  we  ought  alio  to  lay 
'/  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren."  Some  Chriftians  came  up 
fairly  to  thispattern  in  primitive  times ;  PriiciUa  and  Aquila  laid 
down  their  necks  for  Paul,  Horn.  xvi.  4.  i.  e.  eminently  hazard-^ 
ed  their  lives  for  him ;  and  he  himfelf  could  ^'  rejoice^  if  he 
**  were  offered  up  upon  the  facrifice  and  fervicc  of  their  faith,* 
Fhil.  il.  i  7.  And  in  the  next  times^  what  more  known,  even  to 
rhea^emies  of  Chriftiaftity,  than  their  fervent  love  one  to  an* 
other  .^  Ecce  quam  mutno  fe  diiiguht,  et  mori  volunt  pro  aiteru" 
tris !  See  how  th^y  love  one  another,  and  are  willing  to  die  one 
for  another  1 

>  But  alas  !  the  primitive  (pirit  is  alfnofl  loft  in  this  degenerate 
j^e :  inftead  of  laying  down  life,  how  few  will  lay  down  twelve* 
pence  for  them  ?  I  remember,  it  is  the  obfervation  of  a  late  Wor* 
thy,  upon  Matth.  v.  40.,  That  he  is  perfuaded  there  is  hardly 
that  man  to  be  found  this  day  aliva,  that  fully  underftands  and 
fully  believes  that  fq-ipture.  O,  did  men  think  what  they  do  for 
them,  is  done  for  Chrift  himfelf,  it  would  produce  other  efteAs 
ihan  are  yet  vifible. 

,  Irferenee  4.  Lafily,  If  Chrift  fanftified  himfelf,  that  we  might 
be  fan61:ified  by  [or  hi]  the  truth  :  then  it  will  follow,  by  fouiid 
couiequeoce,  That  truefanEiificAtion  is  a  good  evidence  that  Chrift 
fet  apart  htmfey  to  die  for  us,  ♦  In  vain  did  he  <an6^ify  himfelf 
(as  to  you)  unlefs  you  be  fanfltfied.  Holy  fouls  only  cati  claim 
the  benefit  of  the  great  facrifice.  O  try  then,  whether  true 
boKoefs  (and  that  is  only  to  be  judged  by  its  conformity  to  it| 

.  ^  Nor  did  Chrift  fo  fan^ify  himfelf  for  us,  that  we  fhould  conti- 
mie  to  be  wicked,  and  ftraagers  tQ  the  commuDion  of  the  Spirit,  arid 
Ills  {an^ifying  influeoces.' ..  Whofocver  arc  void  of  this,  in.  vain  pro- 
voiH^Q  thenxfelves  intercdurfe  with  Cbrift.     Mufc.  on  this  place.  .    -        ^ 
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pattrm,  t  Fit.  i.  15.  **  As  he  that  caHed  ydo  «  holy,  fo  bt  yt 
♦*  ho!y"]j ;  whether  Vuch  a  hoiioeis  as  k,  aod  udh  (acciordhig  t* 
it«  meafure)  like  God*s  hdioefSy  in  the  kAlbwing  particdars,  M 
found  in  you.  • 

"  I.  Gk)d  is  univerfally  holy  in  all  his  ways;  fo  Plal.  cxlriy^ 
<'  His  works  M-e  aU  holy  :"  what^er  he  dorh,  'ciS  nill  done  as 
becames  a  holy  God  :  he  is  not  only  holy  in  all  things,  bm  A 
aU  tb&es  unchangeably  holy.  Be  ye  therefore  holy  in  atl  thiogSi 
and  at  all  times  too,  if  ever  you  exped  the  benefit  of  Chrift'l 
fanftifying  himielf  to  die  for  you. 

O  brethren,  let  not  the  feet  of  your  converfetion  be  as  th6 
feet  of  a  lame  man,  which  are  unequal,  Prov.  xx.  7.  Be  noC 
fometimes  hot,  and  ibmetimes  cold  ;  st  one  time  careful,  at  a- 
sother  time  careleis;  one  day  in  a  ipiritnal  rapture,  and  the  next 
in  a  fiefhly  frolic ;  but  be  ye  hofy  i»  Hrrnvn  uvtKrrp^^t  i  Pet.  L 
%  5.  "in  all  manner  of  coaverfation,**  in  ev«ry  creek  and  taming 
Of  your  lives  :  and  let  your  holinefs  hold  out  to  the  end.  "  IM 
f*  him  that  is  holy,  be  holy  ftili,'*  Rev*  xxi.  11.  Not  like  tht 
hypocrites  paint,  but  as  a  true  natural  complexion. 
,  2.  God  is  exampiarify  lioly,  Jcfus  Chrift  is  the  great  pat^rti 
of  holinefs.  Be  yc  examples  of  holinefs  too,  unto  all  that  ar« 
about  you.  "  Let  your  light  fo  (hine  before  men,  that  they 
f  *  may  fee  your  good  works,**  Match,  v.  1 6.  As  wicked  men 
infeftone  another  by  their  examples,  and  dtfFu(e  their  poifiln  and 
maligqity,  wherever  they  come ;  fo  do  ye  diflenitoate  godSioefs 
m  all  places,  and  companies ;  and  let  f hofe  tb^t  JVequently  cow^ 
verfe  with  you>  efpccially  tbofe  of  your  own  families,  reoeiTt 
a  deepef  dye  and  tinfture  of  he^enliuefs  every  time  they^cotiit 
tjgh  ydu,  as  the  doth  dotb  by  every  new  dipping  into  the  fat& 

3.  God  delights  in  nothing  but  holinefs ^  ^md  holy  ones:  fad 
hath  fet  ail  his  pleafure  in  the  faints.  Be  ye  holy  herein,  ai 
Gdd  is  holy.  Indeed,  there  is  this  difference  betwixt  God*t 
choice  and  yours;  be  cbufes  not  men,  becaaie  they  are holy^ 
but  that  they  may  be  fo;  fo  you  arc  tb  chufc  them  for  your  <te^ 
Ughtful  companions,  that  God  hath  cholen  ai^  made  hdly.  '*  Let 
"  all  your  delights  be  in  the  faints,  even  them  that  cxcfeUn  vir^ 
*'  tue,"  Pfal.  xvL  3. 

4.  God  abhors  and  hates  all  unhoUneft ;  do  ye  fo  like\^  that 
ye  flfvay  be  like  your  Father  which  is  in  beaveu.  And  wfaea 
the  Ipirit  of  holinefs  runs  down  thus  upon  you,  a  tweeter  evi« 
dtnce  the  world  cjfnnot  give,  tbat'Chrift  \l(ras  fanftiflcd  for  yt>a. 
Holy  ones  may  confidently  lay  the  hand  of  their  faith  on  lbs 
fccadof  this  great  facrffice,  and  fay,  f*  Chrift  oor  p^lfovci  »  fc* 
•^  crifii^  ki  OS*"        -  / 
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SERMON      Vm. 

Gives  an  Accotiht  of  the  Nature  of  CHRIST'S 
M^BiATiowr. 

t  TlW.  U.  J.  Jnd  onif  Mediator  Betwixt  God  and  Map,  the 
man  Chrift  Je/us. 

O  R  E  A  T  and  kmg  preparations  bcfpcaJf  Cod  is  mofi  hoJy^ 
V^  ^hc  foleiDQity  and  greatnel's  of  the  work  Aian  a  Uanp  of 
fof;  which  they  are  dcfigfud  i  A  man  that  iniquity.  Ex- 
bad  but  leea  the  heaps  of  gold,  filver  and  tremes  meet  not 
^mfs,  which  Darid  ama/Tcdia  hia  time,  for  tut  hy  their  mid'^ 
the  building  of  the  temple,  might  caiily  con-  d/e ;  finful  man 
elude  before  one  jftone  of  it  was  laid,  that  it  can  nev^  have 
would  be  a  magnificent  ftrufturc.  But  lo,  comtnunim'witip 
bere  is  a  defign  of  God  as  far  tranfcending  or  enjoynmnt  of 
tb^t,  as  the  fobftance  doth  the  (hadow.  For,  Cod^  but  in,  and 
Indeed,  that  ^  glorious  temple  was  bat  the  by  a  Mediator^ 
type  and  fignre  of  Jcfus  Chrii>,  }obn  ii.  rp,  • 
^  I  .and  a  weak  adumbration  of  that  living,  fpiritual  temple  which 
he  was  to  build,  cementing  the  lively  f  lones  thereof  together  with 
his  own  blood,  i  Pet.  ii.  5,  6.  that  the  great  God  might  dwell 
.andwalk  ittit,  2  Gor.  vi.  x6.  The  preparations  for  thattcmple 
were  but  of  few  years,  but  the  confuhations  and  preparations 
for  this  were  from  eternity,  Proy,  yiii.  31.  And  as  there  werfe 
preparations  for  this  work  (which  Chrift  difpatch'd  in  a  few 
Jrcars)  before  the  world  began ;  fo  h  will  be  matter  of  eftei;- 
sal  admiration  and  praife,  when  this  world,  ftiall  be  diiTdved. 
.What  this  aftoniftiiujg  glorious  wprk  is,  this  text  will  tnforin 
;oQ,  as  to  the  general  mcture  of  it :  it  \t  the  work  of  medtdti(>Q 
betwixt  t^od  and  ma%  managed  by  the  Ibte  hand  of  the  mah 
Chrift  Jefus.  ...  .  , 

Id  this  fcriptnre  (for  I  fdall  not  fpcnd  thim  to^examfiire  the 
VffxAs  in  their  contexture)  yo\i  have  a  defer iptiod  of  Jefus  th^ 
AleJiator  i,,znir\\c  Is  here  defcribed  four  ways,  t^iz.  by  his 
work  or  c^ce,  a  Mediator  ;•  by  tbV  fingularity  of  bis.ii(]ieicii4tioo> 
*cne  Mediator ;  and  by  the  nature  and  quality  of  his  perfoa, 
^iaiplQycdi^thisfing«Jarw«y  of  mediation,  the  mans  zttd'lq^fy^ 
'  is  nanie^  jefuiChriJl,        i  .         .. 

\!  lie  is  dcrcribied  by  tile  wprk,  or  o$ce he  isr  iinplt^y^d  1- 
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bout,  MM«rg$,  a  Mediator,  a  middle  peribn.  So  the  word  imports 
a  lit,  iadiiferent^  and  equal  pcrfon,  that  comes  between  two  per- 
foas  that  are  at  variaDce,  to  compofe  the  dMereoce  and  make 
peace.  Such  a  middle,  equal,  iodifferent  perfon  is  Cbrift; 
a  day's-manf  to  lay  bis  hand  upon  both ;  to  arbitrate  and  a- 
wardjuflly,  and  give  God  his  due,  and  that  without  ruia  to  poor 
man. 

2.  He  is  defcribed  by  the  fiogularity  of  his  mediation,  one 
Mediator,  and  but  one.  Though  there  be  many  mediators 
of  reconciliation  among  men,  and  many  interceflbrs  in  a  peti- 
tionary way, '  betwixt  God  and  man ;  yet  but  m^  MfTtrta  one 
only  mediator  of  reconciliation  betwixt  God  and  man  :  and  'tis 
as  needlefs  and  impious  to  make  more  mediators  than  one,,  as  tu 
make  more  God's  than  one.  There  i:  one  God,  and  one  Mediator 
ietwixt  God  and  men, 

3.  He  is  defcribed  by  that  nature  and  quality  of  his  perfon, 
MfSfuircf  xf^f^cfy  &c.  the  man  Chrift  Jefus.    This  defcription  of 
him  by  one  nature,  and  that  the  human  nature  ai(b  (whereiof, 
as  you  fliaU  fee  ^non,  the  Lord  efpecially  confultisd  our  encoa- 
ragement  and  comfort)  ;  I  fay,  his  being  fb  deferibed  to  us,  hath 
through  the  corruption  of  men,  been  improved  to  the  great 
diflionour  of  Jefus  Chrift,  both  by  the  Arians  and  Papi/ts  *. 
The  former  took  occafion  from  hence  to  affirm,  that  he  was 
but  4^A«$  mif^ennii  a  mere  man*  The  latter  allow  him  to  bethe 
true  God,  but  on  tfab  weak  ground  affirm,  that  he  perforoiecl 
not  the  work  of  mediation  as  G<»d,  but  only  as  man.     Thus 
what  the  Spirit  ordered  for  our^comfort,  is  wickedly  retorted  to 
Chri(l*sdifhonour:  fori  doubt  not  but  he  is  defcribed  by  his 
human  nature  in  this  place ;  not  only  becaufe  in  this  nature  he 
paid  that  ranfom  (which  he  fpeaks  of  in  the  words  immediately 
following)  but  efpecially  fof  the  drawing  of  jRnncrs  to  Yihrk  ;  fee- 
ing he  is  the  man  Chrift  Jefiis,  one  that  cloathed  himielf  in  their 
own  fle(h ;  and  toencouriage  the  &ith  of  believers,  that  he  ten« 
derly  reients  all  their  wants  and  mUeries,  and  that  they  may 
fafely  truft  him  with  all  their  concerns^  as  one  that  will  carefbHy 
mind  them  'as  his  own,  and  will  be  for  them  a  merciful  and 
faithful  High  Prieft,  in  things  pertaining  to  God. 

4.  He  is  defcribed  by  his  na;nes;  by  his  appellative  name 
Chrift  J  and  his  proper  name  Jefus.  The  name  Jejus,  notes  his 
v>ork  about  which  he  came;  and  Chrift ^  the  offices  to  whidi  he 

*  ^WUerefefe,  think  ye,  has  he  added  the  term,  mmn  ;  but  to 
exprefs  that  nature,  whereby  Clurift  is  mediator.  Bcllarmine^n  tim 
Mediation  of  Chrift^  book  V.  chap.  3.  vol.  2% 
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was  MoiQted ;  and  io  the  execution  of  which  he  is  our  Jefus  f. 
**  In  the  name  Jefks^  the  whole  gofpel  is  hid ;  it  is  the  Jight, 
^'  the  food)  the  medicioe  of  the  fed/'  as  one  fpeaks.  The  note 
from  hence  is» 

Doft.  That  JfJiitChrifi  is  tii  true  and  only  Mediator  t^vnxi 
Cod  and  men* 

'*  Ye  are  come  to  Jefns  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant/' 
Heb.  xii.  24.  **  And  for  this  canfe  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  new 
•*  Tcftamen t,"  <Src.  Heb.  ix.  14.  I  might  (hew  you  a  whole 
van  of  fcriptures  runnilig  this  way;  but  to  keep  a  profitable 
Aid  dear  method,  I  /hail  &ew, 

Firjt,  What  is  the  fenfe  of  this  word  Mmtk,  a  Mediator  $. 

*  Secondly,  What  it  implies,  as  it  is  applied  to  Chrift. 
thirtUy,  How  it  appears  that  he'is  the  true  and  only  Mediator 

betWixrGod  and  men. ' 

*  Fourthly,  In  what  capacity  he  performed  his  mediatory  work. 

*  Firfi,  What  is  the  feofe  and  import  of  this  word  Hmr%t,  a  Me* 
diator  ?  The  true  lenfe  and  importance  of  it,  is  a  mdi^e  Per/on, 
Or  one  that  interpofes  betwoLt  two  parties  at  variance;  to  make 
peace  behrixt  them*  So  that  as  Satan  is  medium  disjungensy  a 
medium  of  difoord ;  ib  Chrift  is  medium  conjungens,  a  medium 
of  concord  and  peace.  And  he  is  fuch  a  Mediator,  both^tn  re« 
ipeflof  his  perfon,  and  oScc :  in  refpeA  of  his  perfon,  he  is  a 
Mediator;  that  is,  one  that  hath  the  fame  nature  both  with  God 
and  ns,  true  God,  smd  true  man ;  and  id  refpeA  of  his  Office  or 
work,  which  is  to  interpofe  to  tranfaft  the  bufinefs  of  recoucili*  ^ 
ation  between  us  and  God.  The  former  fbme  call  his  fubpantia/g 
ifie  latter  his  energetical,  or  operative  mediation.  Though^I 
rather  conceive  that  whidi  is  called  his  fubftantial  mediation,  is 
but  the  aptitude  of  his  perfon  to  execute  the  mediatorial  func- 
tion; and  that  it  doth  notconftitute  two  kinds  of  mediation.  • 

Pa 

f  In  nomine  JESU  tot  urn  latet  Evangeliutn  ;  hoc  nomen  eft 
lux,  cibus,  et  medicina  animae,     S.  Glaifius* 

X  We  call  one,  a  Mediator,  who  interpofes  either  between  parties. 
at  variance,  or  in  feme  degree  anly  united,  fo  as  to  reconcile  the 
one,  and  anite  the  other  more  (hi^ry  by  a  new  covenant.  The 
name  o^  Mediator,  in  its  proper  fignification,  is  not  the  name  of  a 
fabltanoe,  but  the  name  of  an  office  or  employment ;  wherefore,  the 
fobflance  and  execution  of  the  office  ds^  not  conftitnte  two  kinds  of 
saediation,  but  oiie  and  the  fam^«    AmeJ.  Beliarm.  Enerv.  lib.  V. 

p-  ^n- 


tbemidft  Uerw'ixt  Gq49(k1  us.  This,  Ujiy,  is  tbe  prpper  f^nj^of 
4ve  word;  t|ipughisi(r*a:if»,?  M^Ut«r  ?  is  ffftdfrcd  v^^o^iay'J 
fomedmes  an  umpire  or  arbitrator  ;  fometisDes  a  n^d^pgf^r^^M 
goes  betwixt  two  peribas ;  fometioies  aa  interpreter,  impart- 
iRg  ^.  WW4  9i  we  to  ,awH|i^r;  foa^e^nfies  a  MecpiK^kr  .or 
peace-maker.  And  in  all  tbefe  (enfes  Chri(l  i$  .4^^  VfosL'T^  ^he  mid^ 
die  perfoQ  in  his  mediatioo  of  reconcttiation  or  interceffion ;  dbae 
is,  citljieriQ  hi»  me4^tiag»  by  fufti'mg  to  m^  |^^»  ^  iv  did 
OP  ^arth ;  or  to  continue,  andowat^ia  |>e9Ce,  ^s  he  dqt^  \^)iS9ir 
ven,  by  DAeritorious  iotercefiio^.  .Bpth^^ie.w?y>  bp  i|(  ^AQolf 
l^di4tqr.     Aqd.he.i9^agcth^hi^J»i$i<»Qi^qA. 

I.  As  aii  umpire  or  i2>^i/rfl/fir.i;/.95iiCHivat  ]«(jf^.%^>44A 
vpoB  t^th  parties,  as  Job'ipeaX^  chkp  \»«  }3*  i9:<^  Ch#,he 
layeth  his  h^ds  (.fpea];iog  a^  the  |Q»Q9^.pf  flften)  m>pA  Ckxlt 
apd  faith,-  F^tfeer,  >y.ilt  ftJ^H  biB;H  ^ipacff  s«Mh  t^M^gi,  and  readmit 
them  into  thy  favour  ?  if  thou  wilt,  thoa  p^.^lt  ^i^e  fuUy  iatisM 
fpT  all  tb^t  ihey-h^TQ  dQ^^  «gftiaft  thee.  Aod  th^  he  i^ye^}  bis 
hand  upon  loap,  and  fa]lth»  ?opr  Aox^er,  b?  99t.di|cour;aged,  dm 
A);alt  1?^  juftifted  anAfAVcd. 

^.  h^^.mjjkng^r  or  ^iijb^flador,  fo  ba  ca?ap.  tc)t  iffpjirl  (hn 
Sitind  of  ,<?od  t;Q  im  9Pdio  he  preients  o\vr  defijres  to  G«k1; 
ai^d  in  this  f<;!^fe  only  Sacmus  wQuld  allA^  QtmilAt^i  be  Medi^v 
tvr.  But  t^^rj^in  b<  eQ4e4^QMrs  to  underp^^^  tbe  fouin^a* 
tipjQ,  ^n.d  (p  e^clDde  Hrn^  from  bieiQfi  Medidcqr  by  a  f^euOup  *» 
"Whicbi?, 

3.  The  ^hw4  W*y  ^f  his  m^diAtioo.  Sp  the  ^poftle  ffeabg. 
Hcb.  yii.  be  is.»){fr»4»  l*^.Q  farety,  or  pledge,  Wbich,  as  tbelearr 
ned  Payid  Psu^c^^s  well  .e;(pi:^^th  it,  i$  one  that  ^gagetii  to  (sk- 
ti^fy  auQtber,  ojr.  ^yes  ^au^ion  or  fecurity  by  a  pUdge  in  th6  ba^d' 
fpr  it.  And  indeed.  bQtb  thefe  ways,  Cbrift  is  ^or  medis^tpr  by 
fur^ti(bip,  vi^  in. a  w^y  pf  f^^sfadioat  CQioii^  under  piur  qbU- 
ggj^ion  \Q  A^fmr  Ibfi  Uy,  ;ihi^  be  diiQP  ri)C  Pijofs  VJd  in  a  ^xfi 
of  caution,  a  furety  for  the  pea^,  pr  good  behaviour.  But  tobq 
more  explicate  and  dear,  I  Oiall, 

*  Chrift  is  called  a.McdiatDc,  bottji  ^  he  is  a  ^Aiddl^.p^ffoQi  sad. 
as  be  is  0)^  whp.BMsdiajes ;  heis  Rwddl^c  in  perfon ;  ,te  q^diiMes,  by 
offcc.     Tr^at.  J/tfiit.,  p,  98.  ' 

t  Mtrnnsf  An  Wmpirci  Arbitiatoe,  ?i  midfmana  a  tccoociler. 
.4  "KyH^  if^ig^oO  '^  ?^  furety,  o|ie  tliat  eng^cs  fur  aflLQihcr, 
by  pledge  in  band.  From  ^vjor,  [£Uf04}  yhtch  ngpifies  itand»  and 
tff  [ejff]  in,  as  if  it  were,  «»  ^wo^,  :n  hand ;  or,  as  Suidas  would 
hrye  i;,  ftq^?  ^r,  [^^^-^  f^x  'm*^  [f^mj^  t^fce  Wlh».  wjlicfe  is  firw» 
lUble,  iaimo?eable. 
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Secondly ^  Ip  ^  QG3(t  place  eaqiure,  what  U  ilQpiies  |^od  car«» 
^s  ta  It,  for  ChriA  tp  be  a  Mediator  betwii^t  pod  a^d  a$.  A&4 
,  ^re  are,  m^U^y,  ibefe  ^ve  things  in  it, 

I .  At  the  firft  iight,  it  envies  in  it  a  nwft  irc^yl  br^acb  47i4 
j^rltcttvi^t  6W  ati^  fJfi^n ;  elie  iiq  nee^  of  a  Mediator  of  re^imd*^ 
iia4oQ.  There  wasioileed  a  fwi^et  leagqe  of  ao^ity  ppcebetwe^a 
iiiei&,  bi|t  it  vm,  quickly  diHolved  by  Aa ;  the  wrath  of  the  ^jord 
^as  Kindled  agaiod  va^  purfuiog  him  to  deftruAion^  ^fal.  v« 
{.  ^<  TboM  hateft  all  the  workers  of  iniquity."  And  nap  w^ 
.  tiiJ^A  w\th.  qpn^tural  e^'inity  againft  bis  God,  Rpm.  i«  3a  ^t^* 
^i*^,jhatejrs  rfG{4s  this;  put  ^a  end  to  all  friendly  con^percp 
and  IjDtercQUf fe  betw^p  hiqi  s^nd  God.  B^pader,  fay  npt  in  ;h;i 
hearty  (hat  i(  is  much,  ope  fin^  4pd  th^t  (ecmingly  Ibfmall,  (hovl^ 
^k^  f^ch  a  br^cH  9^9  tbis^  gad  caufe  t^  Qod  of  ^lercy  ^^ 
gpodqeis  fp  to  abll^r  thip  ^of ks  1^  his  handf,  apd  thfit  .9s  foca 
aa  tic  b^d  ipade  cp^q  :  for  it  yas  ^  tielnops  apd  |iggiwa<^  evlU 
U  was  qprigbt,  perfei^  pMp«  creited  in  the  Im^  of  God,  tbac 
4^^^  ilPiied  :  h^  fm^  >»(hQP  his  qmd  w^  n^pA  br^gbt,  de^r 
Vf)  appr^heofi^ ;  bis  ^i\fcknq^  pvr^  and  aAive ;  }^i%  wiUfree, 
and  able  to  withftand  any  temptation  \  h\8  confcienc^  pare  ao4. 
9pde&e^;  he  wfasa  puklic  as;  well  as  a  perfect  man,  and  well 
kn^W  (^hat  the  happinefs  or  paUery  of  hij  OQaib^rkf«  Q£&priag 
Yas  iavoWed  in  him. 

The  condition  he  vas  placed  in,  was  ei^ceeding  happ]^ :  do 
^nei^ffity  or  want  cQuld  arm  and  edge  teipptationi  he  lived 
aoudft  all  satnral  and  (piritpal  ple^farcs  9Pd  delights,  the  l.or4 
W^S\  delightfully  coeveriing  with  him;  ye^^  l^e  £nned  while  at 
jet  hi^  creation-mercy  wasfrefli  ppon  hw;  ^nd  in  this  (ip.wsis^ 
i9pft  horrible  ipgratitqde ;  yea,  a  caAiPg  Qif  the  yoke  of  p- 
b^ience  almoft  z»  foon  as  God  had  put  it  on.  God  no^ 
f^w  the  work  of  kia  hands  fpoUed,  a  race  of  rtbfls  pov^  to 
\k.  pio{>agated>.  who  in  their  fucceflive  generations  woujd  b^ 
%htipg  ^inft  God  :  he  fa^  it»  and  his  jq(l  indignation  ip^rk* 
led  againft  man,  and  refolves  to  purfue  him  to  the  bottom  of 
hell. 

2.  It  lEoplks,  a  necejpty  cf  JatisfaRloH  andr^araikin  to  th^ 
juftice  cf  God :  For  the  very  defign  and  end  of  this  mediatioa 
\vas  to  make  peace,  by  giving  full  fathfiadrion  to  the  party  that 
was  wronged.  The  Phoiiniaus,  and  Ibme  others,  have  dreamed 
of  a  reconciliation  wiih  God,  founded,  not  upon  fatisfa6lion». 
but  upon  the  ^bfolute  mercy,  goodnefs,  and  free  will  of  Qod. 
••  But  concerning  that  abfolute  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God, 
•♦  l^^on'cilipg  fiian^rs  ^9  himfeif^  there  is  a  deep  filcnce  through*- 
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**  o0t  the  fcripturc«  •  :*'  and  whatever  b  fpoken  o(  it,  tipoft 
tW  account,  is  as  it  works  to  us  through  Chrift,  £ph. ).  3,  4, 
5.  AjCh  iv.  12.  John  vi.  40.    ^nd  we  cannot  imagine,  eitfaef 
how  God  could  excrdfe  mercy  to  the  prejudice  of  his  jaftice, 
which  muft  be,  if  we  mnft  be  reconciled  without  full  iattsfa6li« 
on  t ;  or  how  fuch  a  full  fatisfaAion  (hould  be  made,  by  any 
other  than  Chrift.    Mercy,  indeed,  moved  in  the  heart  of  Go4 
to  poor  man ;  but  from  his  heart  it  found  no  way  to  vent  itieif 
for  us,  but  through  the  heart-blood  of  Jefus  Chrift :  and  in 
him  the  juftice  of  God  was  fully  fatisfied,  and  the  mifery  of  the 
creature  fully  cured.    And  fo,  as  %  Auguftine  fpeaks,  **  God 
*'  neither  loft  the  feverity  of  his  juftice  In  the  goodnefe  of  mercy,    • 
**  nor  the  gaodnefs  of  his  mercy  in  the  exaftnefs  of  his  fcverity.** 
But  if  it  had  been  poflihle  God  could  have  found  out  a  way  to    - 
recbncilc  us  without  fatisfaftion,  yet  'it  is  paft  doubt  now^  that 
he  hath  pitched  and  fixed  on  this  way.    And  for  any  now  to  i- 
magine  to  reconclie  themfelves  to  God  by  |any  thing  but  faith 
in  the  blood  of  this  Mediator,  is  not  only  moft  vain  in  itieif,  and 
deftruftive  to  the  Ibul,  but  moft  infolently  derogatory  to  the 
wifdom  and  grace  of  God. 

•  And  to  fuch  I  would  fay,  as  §  TertuUian  to  Marcion,  wkom 
he  calls  the  murderer  of  truth,  **  fpare  the  only  hope  of  the  \irhole 
•*  world,  O  thou  who  deftroyeft  the  moft  nceeffary  glory  of  our  ' 
.  **  faith  V*  All  that  we  hope  for  is  but  a  phanrafm  without  this. 
Peace  of  confcience  can  be  rationally  fettled  on  no  other  fona* 
dation  but  this :  for  God  having  made  a  law  to  govern  mdn» 
and  this  law  violated  by  man;  either  the  penalty  muft  be  Ievie<i 
on  the  delinquent,  or  fatbfaftion  made  by  his  furetyj  ^^ 
good  no  law,  as  ^o  penalty  for  difobedience ;  and  as  good  no 
penalty,  as  no  execution.  He  therefore  that  will  be  a  med^. 
tor  of  reconciliation  betwixt  God  and  man,  muft  bring  God  a 
price  in  his  hand,  and  that  adequate  to  the  offence  and  wcong 
done  him,  elfe  he  will  not  treat  about  peace;  audio  did  our 
Mediator* 

'  *  D&  ahfoluta  entm  h^nitatej  et  voluntate  Jkhandi^  fif^tptura 
'  magis  nmta  eft  quam  pifcis.     Dicteric. 

f  from  thefe  po(itions,  it  follows,  that  neither  th^perfed  nature 
nor  perfed  juftice  of  God  can  allow  any  tranfgreffi^n  of  the  lavf  to 
pafs  without  full  fatisfia^ftion.     Bradjhann  on  Juflification^  p,  ^^. 

J  Nee  inhonitate  mifericordiae perdit  judtcii feveritmtcni s  nee 
ip  judicando  cum  feveritate  amitiit  miferlcordiae  bBuitatewm^ 
^\ig.  inPfal.  100.  . 

%  Parce  unUae  fpel  totius  orhh^  0  tu  qui  defirm  ntq^ffaiti^^^m 
decusfidii.     Tertul.  lib.  de  Carne  Chriftf . 
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3.  Chrift  being aMediator  of  reconcUiation  acid ioterceffion^ 
implies  the  infinite  value  of  his  blood  andfufferingSy  as  that  which 
m  it/elf  v)as  fuffieient  to  fiop  the  courfe  of  Cod's  Juftice^  and 
render  him  not  only  placable^  ^ut  afiundantfy  fatisfied  and  vteH 
f  leafed,  even  with  tho/e  that  before  were  enemies.  And  {o  much 
^  is  feid  of  it.  Col. I.  aij  22.  "  And  ye  that  were  (otnetimes  alie- 
**  natedy  and  enemies  in  your  minds  by  wicked  works,  yet  now 
'•^  hath  he  reconciled,  in  thebbdy  of  his  flefti  through  death,  ta 
*'  prefent  you  holy,  and  unbiameable,  and  unreproveable  in  his 
**  fight.*'  .  Surely,  that  which  can  caufe  the  hofy  God,  juftly 
incenied  againft  finners,  to  lay  afide  all  his  wrath,  and  take  aa 
<paenay  into  his  bofpm,  and  eflablifh  fuch  an  amity  as  can  never 
more  be  broken,  but  to  red  in  his  love,  and  to  joy  over  him 
with  finging.  as  it  is,  Zeph.  iii.  17.  this  muft  be  a naK)ft  excellent 
and  efficacious  thing. 

4.  Chrift's  being  a  Mediator  of  reconciliation,  implies  the 
Ardent  love  and  large  pity  that  filled  hi?  heart  towards  poor  fin* 
ners.  For  he  doth  not  only  mediate  by  way  of  intreaty,  going 
betwixt  both,  and  pcrfuading  and  begging  peace  ;  but  he  me* 
diates  (as  you  have  heard)  in  the  capacity  of  a  furety,  by  put- 
ting bimfelf  under  an  obligation  to  fatisfy  our  debts,  O  how 
^nipaflionately  did  his  heart  work  towards  us,  that  when  he 
law  the  arm  of  Jufticc  lifted  up  to  deftroy  us,  would  interpofc 
himfelf,  and  receive  the  Aroke,  though  he  knew  it  would  fmicc 
bim  deadl  Oiir  Mediator,  like  Jonah  bis  type,  feeing  the  (lormy 
fea  of  God*s  wrath  working  tempeftuoufly,  and  ready  to  fwallow 
vs  up,  cail  in  himfelf  to  appeafe  the  ilorm.  I  remember  how 
piuch  that  noble  a£l  of  Marcus  Curtius  is  celebrated  in  the 
Roman  Aory,  who  being  informed  by  the  oracle,  that  the  great 
breach  made  by  the  earthquake  could  not  be  doled,  except  Tome* 
(hiog  of  worth  were  caft  into  it,  heated  with  love  to  the  com* 
monwealth,  he  went  and  caft  in  himfelf.  This  was  looked  upon 
^s)k  bold  and  brave  adventure.     But  what  was  this  to Chrifl  ? 

5.  Chrifi  being  a  Mediator  betwixt  God  and  man,  implies  as 
the  Jitnefs  of  his  per/on,  fo  his  authoritative  call  to  undertake  it. 
Andlndked  the  Father,  who  was  the  wron^^ed  perfon,  called  him 
to  be  the^iimpire  and  arbitrator,  truAing  his  honour  in  his  hands. 
Kow  Cbrift  was  invefted  with  this  office  and  power  virtually f^ 
Itfoo  after  the  breach  was  made  by  Adam*s  fall ;  for  we  have  the 
«arly  promifectf  it.  Gen.  iii.  15.  Ever  iiace,  till  his  incarnaiioa, 
he  was  a  virtual  and  efilAual  Mediator ;  and,  on  that  account, 
he  is  called  *^  the  Lamb  (lain  from  the  beginning  of  the  worid,'f 
Hev*  xiii.  8.  And  a^ually^  from  the  time  c^  his  incarnation; 
Sot  haviz^  di&Q(ied  this  more  brgcly  vbl  a  former  difcoorie,  1 
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fhall  diitfuis  It  here,  and  apply  my  (elf  to  the  third  thing  pr(5poied| 
vrhich  is, 

Thirdly,  How  it  appears  that  Jefus  Chrlfl  is  the  tnie  and 
5nly  Mediator  betwixt  God  and  men.  I  reply,  it  is  niaaifefi  hi 
h  fo, 

1.  Becaafe  He,  and  no  9ther,  is  revealed  to  us  by  God :  And 
if  God  reveal  hiitt,  atid  no  other,  we  tnuft  receive  hitn,  add  do 
dtbcr  as  fuch.  Tdke  but  two  fcriptures  at  preient,  that  in  i 
Cor.  viiL  5.  "  The  heathen  have  many  gods,  and  matry  lords,** 
i.  t.  many  grfcat  gods,  fupreme'  powers^nd  ult^matc  objeftsof 
<heir  worfhip ;  and  leil  thefe  great  gods  (hould  be  defiled  bjf 
their  immediate  and  nnhallowed  approaches  to  them,  tlic-y!there^ 
fore  invented  hefpes,  derni  gods,  iuterrtiediate  powers  *,  thai 
^€tt  to  be  as  agents.  Or  lord-mediators  betwixt  the  god&ancf 
them,  to  conyey  their  prayers  to  the  gods,  and  the  bleffings  of 
the  gods  batk  agaid  to  them.  *'  But  uato  us  (faiih  he)  ther6  is  , 
**  but  one  (5od,  the  Father,  of  whom  are  all  things,  and  we  bj^ 
•*  him,*'  /.  e.  One*  ftpreme  cflence,  the  firft  fpring  and  fountaia^ 
of  blclfings,  ind  one  tord,  i.  e.  one  Mediator,  **  by  whom  zxi 
**  all  things,  add  We  by  him.**  By  whom  afe  all  thlogs  which 
come  froni  the  father  to  us,  and  by  whom  arc  all  our  addrefles 
to  the  Father :  §6  Afts  i<r,  12.  "  Neither  is  their  fa^vation  li 
**  any  other  ;  tot  fh^re  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  gi^eil 
^*  among  iSieh,  whereby  wemuft  be  faved."  No  other  name  f* 
1.  e.  no  other  authority,  or  rather,  no  other  pcrfon  authorrzea 
under  Hedifent  1.  c.  the  whole  world  :  for  heaven  is  not  hcxi 
oppofed  to  earth,'as  though  there  were  other  intetceffors  in  hea^ 
ven  befides  Chrift  ;  no,  no,  iti  heaVcn  and  earth  God  hath  gi- 
ven him,  and  node  but  him,  to  be  our  Mediator.  One  fun  is 
fufficiertt  for  the  whole  world  ;  and  one  Mediator  for  all  meii 
an  the  world.  So  that  the  fcriptures  affirm  this  is  he>  ahd  ex- 
clude all  others. 

2.  Beca'ufe  he,  and  no  other,  !s  fit  for,  and  capable  of  Mi 
office.  Who  but  he  that  hath  the  divine  and  haniati  nat'ure  u- 
nited  in  his  fingle  perfon,  can  be  a  fit  day'sniian  to  lay  his  bao3 

*  All  the  iriterconrfe  and  comrtmniota  between  the  Gods  and  riirf 
is  iy  means  of  demigods.     Pint. 

\.^Oufici*irif'ay,  [P?fo?na  heteron']  Oxhtt  tk^mti  /.  *.  Other  fow* 
er,  or  authority  of  any  whatever.  By  name,  the  ekiug  itfelf  is  tat 
derfl!ood,  even  Ghrift  himfelf ;  0^%  9«y  «/}«y»V  {^hupo  ton  9uranon\ 
'nnd^r  heaveny  that  is,  any  where ;.  for  ij^ijtyfw  is  nofhdre  opp6r€4 
Vi  earthy  as- if  there  were  other  faviours  tefidcs  Chrift  in  h€aveii^ 
iut  not  on  earth ;  bnt  ia  the  Hebiew.  th^  ^exptefSe^'  is  a  plsonaic^ 
MeZM^n  Shis  plate. 
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opoo  both  ?  wiio  bnt  he  that  vai  God,  coold  fnp^on  uncki^ 
fitch  fufferio^  as  were,  by  divine  juAice»  exaAed  for  iatisfaAh 
ml  Take  a  perioD  of  tbe.greatelt  ffurtty  and  put  him  but  all 
hoar  io  the  cafe  Chiifi  was  in,  when  he  fweat  Uood  m  the  gat^ 
ika,  or  uttered  that  heart  reading  cry  vpon  the  crofs«  and  ht 
fed  melted  under  U  as  a  moth. 

3.  liecaoie  he  is  akme  Inffident  to  reconcile  the  world  t« 
God  by  hU  blood,  Mnthout  aeceffions  frotti  any  other.  Tht 
virtue  of  his  blood  reached  back  as  iar  as  Adam,  and  reaches 
forwu^d  to  ^he  end  of  the  world ;  and  wiil  be  as  fndh,  vigo- 
ffousy  and  efficacious  CbeCt  as  the  fir  (I  moment  it  was  fiied» 
Thejun  loaices  day  before  it  aAoaUy  rifesf ,  and  costinnes  daf 
to  as  fomyetimes  after  it  is  iet :  fo  doih  Chi  tft,  who  is  the  fam^ 
5»ef}erday9  to  d»y,  and  for  ever ;  fo  that  be  is  the  true  md 
only  Mediator  betwhct  God  and  men  i  no  other  is  revealed  lA 
icripture;  no  o^her  fi^Bcient  for  if;  no  otfaer  needed  be&k 
Jihn. 

Fourthly  f  The  tail  tlung  to  he  eicplaiiud  is,  in  what  capacky 
he  executed  hb  mediatory  work. 

About  which  we  afirdi,  acoording  to  ftripture,  that  be  per* 
ferms  that  work  as  Goddamn,  in  bKith  natures  J.  Papifts,  Uk 
denying  Chrlfl  to  aft  as  Mediator,  according  to  bis  divine  tta« 
tsire>  d&  at  once  fpcil  the  whole  mediation  of  Cbri ft  of  att 
its  eAcacy,  dignity  and  vsdtte,  which  arile  from  that  natture^ 
ta^hich  they  deny  tocooperate^  and  exert  its  virtue  in  hif  aftivi 
smd  pafSve  ohedieocc.  They  fay»  the  apoOie,  in  my  text,  di* 
ftioguilhes  the  Mediator  from  God,  in  faying  *^  there  is  ooe  God* 
'*  and  one  Mediatxir.'^  We  aptly  reply,  that  the  fame  apoftte  dn 
fiingnifiies  Chrift  from  mao*  GaJ.  i.  i.'  *^  Nm  by  maq,  bnt  by 
**  jefns  Chrift."  Doth  it  thence  follow  «hat  Chrift  is  nbt  tru^ 
Inaa  ?  Or  that  according  to  his  divine  natare  oidy,  he  called 
Panl  ?  Buff  what  need  I  Aay  my  reader  here  f  Had  notChrift,  ae 
Mediator,  pow)^  to  lay  down  i^is  life,  and  powder  to  t'<tke  it  up  a^* 
gam  ?  John  x.  17^  it.  Had  he  not,  as  Mediator,  all  power  in 
beavcD  and  earth  to  inftitnte  ordinances,  and  appoint  oiRcers  f 
liiat.,itxviu.  iS.tobaptieejneaimhtheHoiyGhoftandfini^  Mm* 

4:  The  fua,  bef<f>re  he  19  feen,'^  illuminates  the  worid* 
^  j  The  divine,  without  the  human  nature,  or  the  human  natilre 
wi^out  the  diving  is  not  mediatorial^  but  between  the  divine  alone» 
lUid  the  human  nature  alone,  the  Imaian  divinity,  and  divine  buma* 
iMt3F>is  mediatorial,  j^ug,  Horn.  a.  The  appellations  refpeding  his 
pfke^t  atediie*t6  Cbrilt  according  to  Both  aattrres. .  jfimef,  BilLum, 
c}i2^.  5.  " 

Vol.  I.  <3L 


122  7*/  tounfdn  of  lift.  Serm;  VTIt 

iiu  II.  to  keep  thore.hts  Father  gave  him  ia  tius  world  I  Joha 
xvii.  i2.:to  raifc  up  the  ialnts  again  in  the  lall  day?  John  vi. 
54.  Are  thefe  with  many  more  I  might  name»  the  effedts.  of 
*lhe  mere  human  nature  I  Or,  were  they  not  perforja:icd  by  Mm 
as  God  man  I  and  befides,  how  could  be*  as  Mediator,  be  the 
objeft  of  our  faith,  and  religious  acioraticn,  if  we  are  not  to 
reipeft  him -as  God*man  ?  But  i  long  now  to  be  at  the  appUca* 
tion  of  this:  and  the  firft  inference  from  it,  is  this. 
Inference  i. 

That  it  it  a  dangerous  thing  to  rejeSi  Jefui  Chrifl^  the  only 
Medkitdr  betwixt  Cod  and  man.     41a8 !  there  is  no  other  to 
interpole  and  fkreen  thee  from  the  devouring  fire,  the  ^rver- 
-  lafiing  burnings  !  0  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  <f 
the  Hvifig^  Codf  And  into  his  .hands  you  muli  needs  fall,  with- 
eut  an  interefi  in  the  only  Mediator*  Which  of  us  can  dwell  with 
devouring  fire  ?  Who  can  endure  the  eVerlafling  burntngs  ?  Ifa. 
xxxiii.  14.  You  know  how  they  finged  and  fcorched  the  greea 
tree,  but  why  would  they  do  to  the  dry  tree?  Luke  xxiii.  31. 
Indeed,  if  there  were  another  plank  tQ  fave  after  the  ftiipwreck ; 
any  other  way  w be  reconciled  to  God,  befide  Jefus  the  Media- 
tor, femewhat  might  be  faid  to  excufe  this  folly ;  but  you  are 
fliut  up  to  the  faith  ofChrifit  as  to  your  laft  remedy,  Gal,  iii.  23, 
You  are  like  ftarving  beggars,  that  are  come  at  the  lail  door.  O       1 
take  heed  of  dcfpi/lng,  or  neglefting  Chrill !  if  fo,  there's  none 
to  intercede  with  God  (or  you ;  the  breach  betwixt  him  and 
you  can  never  be  cWpofed.     I  remember,  iiere,  the,  words  of      | 
Elif  to  his  prophaneTonSy  who  caufed  men  to  abhor  the  pITerings 
of  theLordy  i  Sam.ii*  25.  '<  If  one  man  finagainftanotber,  the 
**  Judge  fhall  judge  him  ;  but  if  a  man  fin  againfi  the  Lordi*      i 
<*  who  (hall  intceat  for  him  V*  the  meaning  is,  common  trefpaf^ 
ies  betwixt  men,  the  civil  maginrate  takes  cognizance  of  it,  and      i 
decides  the  controvefy  by  his  authority,  fo  that  there  is  aD  end 
of  that  flrife ;  but  if  man  fm  againft  the  Lord,  who  (hall  iatreikt      ! 
or  abitrate  in  that  cafe  ?  Eli's  ions  had  defpifed  theXord's  (acri- 
fices  *,  which  were  the  facred  types  of  Chrift,  and  the  ftated  way 
that  men  had  th(in  to  slQ:  faith  on  the  Mediator  in.    Now  ((kith 
he)  if  a  man  thus  fin  againft  the  Lord,  by  defpifing  Chritt  (ha- 
i^oWed  out  in  that  way,  who  (hall  intreat  for  him?  what  hope, 
^hat  remedy,  remains  ? 

I  remember,  it  was  the  fajing  of  Luther,  and  he  ipake  it  with 

'*  They  had!  trampled  on  facrifices,  and  all  the  laws  of  God  t  aad 
tlius,  as  f|f  as  m  them  lay,  had  taken  away  all  relief  and  means  «f    i 
fafety.     «S*  Grot  J  us  on  this  place ^ 
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deeprcfentdicot,  TVbfe  Deum abfolutum^  "  I  will  have  nothing  to 
'*  do  with  an  abfolute  God,"  i.  >.  with  God  without  a  Media- 
tor. Thus  the  Devils  have  to  do  with  God:  but  will  yc,  in 
who(e  nature  Chrift  is  come,  put  yourfelves  into  their  ftate  and 
cale  ?  God  forbid- 1 

Inference  2. 
,  Hence  alfo  be  informed,  how  great  an  evilit  is  tojoinany  other 
•Mediator  fy  either  of  reconciliation  y  ormeritmoutintercefflonyVfttb 
Jefus  Chrift,  O  this  is  a  horrid  fin,  and  that  which  both  pours 
the  greateft  contempt  upon  Chrid,  and  brings  the  furell  and 
forefl  deArudtion  upon  the  finner  !  I  am  aftiamed  my  pea  (hould 
engUih  what  mine  eyes  have  fcen  in  the  writings  of  Pap4As,  a- 
fcribing  as  much»  yea,  more  to  the  mediation  of  Mary  than  to 
Chrift,  with  no  lefs  th^  blafphemous  impudence,  thus  com- 
.menting  upon  fcripture :  ^*  What  is  that  which  the  Lord  faith,  I 
**  have  trod  the  wine-prefs  alone,  and  of  the  people  there  was 
'^  no  man  with  me*?  True  Lord,  there  was  no  man  with  thee^ 
•*  but  there  was  a  woman  with  thee,  who  received  all  thefe. 
*'  wounds  in  hef  heart  which  thou  reccivedft  in  thy  body."  I 
will  not  blot  my  paj)er  with  more  of  this,  but  refer  the  learned 
reader  as  under  *,  where  he  may  (if  he  have  a  mind  to  fee  more) 
be  informed,  not  only  what  blafphemy  hath  dropped  from  fiOp 
Ule  pens,  but  even  from  councils,  to  the  reproach  of  Jefus  Chriftp 
andhisblo6d.  . 

How  do  they  (lamp  their  own  fordid  ^orks  with  the  peculi- 
ar  dignity  and  value  of  Chrift's  blood ;  and  therein  feck  to  enter 
at  the  gate  which  God  hath  (hut  to  all  the  world,  becaufe  Jefus 
Chrifl  the  prince  entered  in  thereby,  Ezek.  xliv.  a,  3.  He  en* 
tcred  into  heayen  in  a  direct  immediate  way,  even  in  his  own 
name,  and  for  hi^  own  (ake  ;  tliis  gate,  faith  the  Lord,  fiiall  be 
font  to  all  others :  and  I  wi(h  men  would  confider  it,' and  fear» 
lelt  while  they  feek  entrance  into  heaven  at  the  wrong  door,  they 
do  not  for  ever  (hut  againft  themtelves  the  true  and  only  door 
©f  happinefs. 

Inference  3, 

Jf  Jefus  Chrift  be  the  only  Mediator  of  reconciliation  be» 
twixt  God  and  men  ;  then  reconciled  fguh  fhould  thankfully  a-  v 
fcribe  aUthe  fedce^  favour,  and  comforts  they  have Jrom  God, 

*  Mariale  Argoftitnenfey  lib.  L   chap.    4.  fol.  15.     Vincentm 
Brun.  in  meditate  fefi.  B,  Virginis^  Colon.  i«9.  ^.  11..     Lib^r 
.  Cantionum  Dilingity  Anno  1573*    C^^idl"  Trident ».  Seff.  25.  P fait  a 
JSia^ia^  Anno  157^4  p*  aj*        .  . 
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to  thik  lapd  Jejus  Chrift^  Whenever  ydQ  tiaore  had .  free  a<t 
mi^oD,  and  iweet  totertaiiKnettt  with  God  in  the  more  pub* 
l^c  ordiDances,  or  private  duties  of  his  ivor(hip ;  when  ]M 
have  h^d  h«)  iiiiUei»  his  fcals,  aad  with,  hearts  warmed  with 
comtorty  are  returning  from  thoTe  duties,  iay,  Q  ny  bal, 
thou  mayeft  thank  thy  good  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  for  all  this  !  bad 
HOC  he  interpcjed  as  a  Mediator  of  retoncilaiion,  i  coaid  lever 
have  bad  acccis  to»  or  friendly  coounufuoQ  with  God  ta  j^  o^ 
ternity. 

Immediately  upon  Adam's  fin  the  door  of  comniMiiow  with 
Cod  w«B  locked,  yea,  chained  vp,  and  no  cnore  coming  nigh  tiic 
Lord ;  not  a  ionl  could  have  any  acoeis  to  him*  either  ia  a  way 
C^  communbn  in  this  world,  or  of  enjoyment  in  tliat  q»  comd. 
It  was  Jeius  the  Mediator  that  opened  that  door  again,  and  ill 
bim  it  is  that  we  have  botds^isi  and  accefs  with  confidences' 
j[^ph.  lit.  II.  '^  We  can  now  come  to  God  by  a  new  and  living 
^*  way,  ccmfecrated  for  us  through  the  vai),  that  is  to  &y,  U& 
^'  jRcOi/'  Heb.  X.  20.  The  vail  had  a  double  nie,  as  Chrifi*^ 
fleflianiweFably  hath:  it  hi(tthe  glory  of  the  SanSfum  SanEfd- 
twn^  and  alio  gave  entrance  into  it.  Chrifl's  Incarnation  rebates 
the  edge  of  the  divine  glory  and  brightneis,  that  we  may  be  abk 
to  bear  it  and  converie  with  it ;  audit  give^admiifion  into  kai* 
|b.  O  thank  your  dear  Lord  Jeliis  for  your  prudent  and  fntnrf  ' 
heaven  !  theie  ^re  mercies  which  daily  emerge  out  of  the  oceaa 
df  Chrift's  Uood,  and  come  fwiiainiQg  in  it  to  oor  doors.  Blef- 
jed  be  God  for  Jeius  CfariA  i 

Inf^r^ci  4. 

If  Jefus  Chrift  be  <he  true  and  only  Mediator,  both  of  recoa^ 
^iation  and  meritorious  interceflion  betwixt  God  and  men,  hm» 
pfi  andfecure  then  is  the  canJitiou  andftai$  ofhehevirsf  Sare* 
]y^  2&  his  mediation,  by  fb^trings,  hath  fully  reconciled,  io  hii 
tpediation,  by  interceilioo,  ^vill  eVerlaftingiy  maintain  that  {(ate  of 
]»eace  betwixt  them  and  God,  and  prevent  all  foture  breaches. 
*^  Being  juftilicd  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our 
•*  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,"  Rom  v.  i . :  it  is  a  firm  and  lafting  peace, 
«ad  the  Mediator  that  made  it»  is  now  iiy  heaven  10  ntiaintaili  it 
for  ever,  and  prevent  new  jars ;  Heb.  Ix.  24.  **  There  to  appear 
^  in  the  preicnce  of  God  fior  us ;"  aceording  to  the  cufiom  of 
princes  andflates,  who,  being  confederated,  have  their  agents 
refidingin  each  others  courts,  who  upon  all  occafions  apptar  in 
fbe  prefenceofthe  priaGeJq  the  name  and  behalf  of  thole  whf»n 
ihey  reprefent,  and  negotiate  for.       . 

AtKl  here  it  is  proper  to  refleft  upon  the  profound,  and  ia-* 
oomprehennble  wildomofGod^  who^hal^^joai^dfisu^^wiugia 
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lo  IIS,  even  oat  ^f  otir  fin  and  miiery,    Ccmqc,  fee  iattdaiJare  the 

vifdomofourGod^  that  bath  fo  ioiprovcd^  rediicedi^iKl  difpoleil 

Ihe  fail  of  Adam,  a$  to  m^^  a  ftogular  adrantage»  thereby  tti 

xinsLCt  his  offapneig  to  a  better  ftate  J  It  was  traiy  fidd  by  one 

oftheantieQisupoa  this  account.  <*  Th9t  Job  was  a  happjor 

*'  »aa  oa  ihe  daoghiU,  tbaa  AdaiD  .Mg}  in  paradife*.*^  Hii 

kliaafs  indeed  was  perfeA,  hi^happincfi  very  great ;  but  eeitbor 

of  them  perinaiient  aDd'iDdefeaftble^  as  qiu:  bappuie&  by  the 

Mediator  is.     So  that»  in  the  Tame  feaie  Ibme  diviaes  call  Judas 

hfe  treafott,  fft^x  fetluil  z  happy  wickedneft  i  we  oi^  call 

Adam^s  {HHifxlix  lapfu^,  a  happy  fa]],  becaufe  ordered  and  OTer- 

roied  by  the  vrifdom  of  God,  to  (uch  ao-a'dvantage  for  us.  Aud 

to  (hatf  urpofe  AuAia  fomewhere  fweetly  fpeaits,  '*  f  O  how 

^  fapf^y  did  I  fail  io  Adam,  who  rofe  again  more  &appi}y  ii 

''  Chrift  !**    Tlitts  did  th^  (^rd  euro  a  pdioo  into  ao  anticfote, 

*  thus  did  that  dreadful  fail  make  way  for  a  oiore  blefled  aod  fixed 

fiajte.    Now  are  we  fo  confirmed,  fixed,- and  eAahliAed  lo 

CtiriO,  by  tb«  favoui"  of  God,  that  there  can  be  no  tqore  fuc^ 

fatal  breached,  and  dreadful  jars  betwixt  God  aod  Ills  reconcUed 

oaes  for  ever.    The  bone  that's  well  fet,  i&  Wronger  where  it  is 

Ut,  tbwit  was  before.    BleOed  be  God  for  Jefus  ChriA ! 

inference  5. 

Did  Jefus  C3irift  ioterpoire  betwixt  us  and  the  wrath  of  God^ 

¥  a  Mediator  of  reconciliation  ?  did  he  rather  chufe  to  reqei^^ 

the  firoke  upoo  htmfelf,  than  to  fee  us  ruined  by  it  ?  How  w^B 

ih4n  doth  it  become  the  people  of  Cod,  in  a  thanf^ul  fenfe  of  t hit 

Jface^  to  inter pofe  them/elves  betwixt  Je/us  Chr(fi  and  the  evib 
bey  fee  Rke  to  faU  upon  his  name  and  inter cjl  in  the  world  f  0 
tlut  there  ^ere  but  fuch  a  heart  in  the  people  of  Ood  I  I  remem* 
ber  it  is  a  faying  of  Jerom,  when  he  heard  the  revilings  and  blilr 
phemings  of  many  i^inA  Chrill,  and  his  precious  truth«« 
^'  t  O  (iatd  be)  that  they  would  tur?  their  weapons  frooi 
"  Chrift  to  me,  and  be  fatisfied  with  my  blood  !**  And  mudh 
^  the  fanoe  fenfe  is  that  fweet  one  of  Bernard,  **  |  Happy  were 
^'  ly  If  God  would  vouchfafe  to  nic  me  as  a  (bield-*'  Aod  David 
^d  fay»  ''  The  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee,  fell 
/*  on  me,*'  Pfal.  Ixix.  9.  Ten  thoufand  of  oqr  names  arenothiqg 
loChrift's  name  s  his  name  is  %o^f  ^y^M^,  a  worthy  name}  and 

*  Fcelicior  Job  in  fierquilinie^  quam  Adamus  in  Paradifb. 
t  O  qzatm  fmUckUr  ceeidi  in  ddrnmo^  fui  pqfi  l^tffim f^Mus 
fef%rtf€xi  JnChriJl^,      Aug. 
X  Utinam  in  me  corner tant  teha  t*  nteffangHnefatientur^   |*i^ 
I  MonumjfJitnibitJidigneiurbeusmeutipfQeljpea*    JBcrj9u    . 
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BO  man  that  gires  up  his  naone  as  a  (hield  to  Chn%  but  fliaU 
thereby  fecore  and  iocreafe  the  true  honour  of  it.  And  though 
wicked  men,  for  the  prefent  may  befpatter  them,  yet  Jeias 
-Chrift  will  take  it  out  of  the  dirt,  (as  one  fpeaks),  wipe  it  cieao^ 
and  give  it  us  again  \  O,  it  is  the  leaft  one  can  do,  to  interpofe 
ooriciTes  and  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  wrath 
of  men,  when  he  (as  you  hear)  interpo&d  him&lf  betwixt  yoa 
and  the  eternal  wrath  of  God ! 

SERMON      IX. 

Opens  the  firft  Branch  of  the  Prophetical  Office,  coa« 
fifting  in  the  Reirelation  of  the  Will  of  G  o  d. 

Acts  Hi.  22.  A  Prophet  Jhall  the  Ltrd  ymr  Gtd  raife  up  unto 
you,  (f  your  Brethren,  like  unte  me ;  him  Jball  ye  hear  in  ail 
things,  whatfoever  he  Jhall fay  unto  you^ 

TTAVING,  in  the  former  difcourfts,  (hewn  you*  ihfe  fo- 
•""  lemn  preparations,  both  on  the  Father's  part,  and  on 
the  Son's,  f^r  the  bleflfed  dcfign  of  reconciling  us  by  the  men- 
torious  mediation  of  Chrift ;  and  given  you  a  general  profped 
of  that  his  xpe^iation,  in  the  former  fermon :  method  now^ 
irequitfia,  that  f-^oceed  to  (hew  how  he  executes  this  his  me- 
diation, in  the  discharge  of  his  bleflcd  offices  of  Pr^het^  Prufi\ 
'^ndiKing.  ^  ■ 

His  prophetical  office  confills  of  two  parts ;  one  external  oon- 
fifting  in  a  true  and  full  revelation  of  the  will  of  God  to  men, 
according  to  John  xvii.  6.  **  I  have  manlfefted  thy  name  to  the 
•*  men  thou  gaveft  me.**  The  other  in  illtiminattng  the  mtnd^ 
and  opening  the  heart  to  receive  and  embrace  that  do^h-ine.  Xhc 
iSrft  part  is  contained  in  the  words  before  us;  **  A  prophet  (hall 
•*  the  Lord  your  God/aife  up,"  <bc, 

'  Which  words  are  thbfe  of  Mofes,  recorded  in  Dent.  xviH.  15.; 
and,  here,  by  Petdr  pertinently  applied  to  Chrift,  to  convince 
Ih^  Incredulonsjews,  that  he  is'the  true  and  Only  Meffiah,  and 
the  great  prophet  of  the  church  \  whofe  do6krine  it  ^as  highly 

^  *  O,  if  I  could  be  a  bridge  over  the  water  for  my  Lord  Jefas  to 
walk  upon,  and  keep  his  feet  dry  !  C>,  if  my  poor  bit  of  heaveo 
could  go  between  my  Lend  aod  blafphemy  and  diihonour !  ft^id  «^ 
notber  WofiPhy^ , 
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daogeroos  to  contemn,  though  ouc  of  the  mouths  of  fdch  (other- 
wiie  contemptible)  perfons  as  he  and  John  were.  And  it  is  well 
obferved  by  Calvin,  he  fingtes  Out  £his  tcAimooy  of  Moles,  ra- 
ther than  any  other,  because  of  the  great  ef^eem  they  had  for 
Mofes,  and  his  writings,  beyond  any  others.  Now  in  the  words 
themfelves  are  two  general  parts. 

Firft^  Chrift,  according  to  this  prophetical  office,  defcribed. 

Secondly^  Obedience  to  him,  as  fuch  a  prophet,  flri^y  en- 
joined. 

Firfiy  You  have  here  a  defcription  of  Chrift  in  his  prophet!'* 
cal  office  ;  **  A  prophet  (hall  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto 
•*  you  of  your  brethren,  like-unto  me."  Where  Chrift  is  de- 
fcribed, 

1.  By  his  title.  Prophet :  and  that,  princeps  prophetarum^ 
the  prince  of  the  prophets,  or  the  great  and  chief  (hepherd,  as 
he  is  filled,  Heb.  xiii.  ic.  i  Pet.  v.  4.  It  belongs  to  a  pro- 
;>het  to  expound  the  law,  declare  th^  will  of  God,  and  foretel 
tnings  to  come :  all  tbeie  meet,  and  that,  in  a  fingular  and  e- 
mioent  manner,  in  Chrift  our  prophet,  Matth.  v.  21,  6c.  John 
I  18.  I  Pet.  i.  II. 

2.  He  is  defcribed  by  his  type ;  a  prophet  like  unto  Mofes,  who 
tfaereia  typified  and  jprefigured  him.  But  is  it  not  faid  of  Mo- 
fes, in  Deut.  xxxiv.  lo.  '<  that  there  arofe  not  a  prophet  fince 
**  in  Ifrael,  like  unto  Moles,  whom  the  Lord  knew  face  to  face  ?'' 
True,  of  mere  men  there  never  arofe  fo  great  ^  prophet  in  Is- 
rael, as  Moies  was ;  either  in  refpeA  of  his  familiarity  with  God, 
or  of  bis  miracles  which  he  wrought  in  the  power  of  God  *  : 
bat  Mofes  himfelf  was  but  a  Aar  to  this  fun.  However,  in  thefe 
following  particulars,  Chrift  was  like  him.  He  was  a  prophet 
that  went  between  God  and  the  people,  carried  God*s  mind  to 
thtm,  and  returned  theirs  to  God,  they  not  being  able  to  bear 
the  voice  of  God  immediately  f,  Deut.  xviii.  16,  17.  "  Accord* 
**  ing  to  ail  that  thou  defjreft  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  Horeb; 
•*  in  the  day  of  the  aflembly,  faying,  Let;  me  not  again  hear  the 
*'  voice  of  the  Lord  my  God,  neither  let  me  fee  this  great  fire 
**  any  more,  that  I  die  not.'*  And  upon  this  their  requcft,  God 
snakes  the  promife  which  is  cited  in  ihe  text;  verfe  17,  iH'. 
**  They  have  well  fpoken  that  which  they  have  fpoken  :  1  will 

♦  iVbf  like,  ip  this  following  particulars,  namely,  his  famiiiarity 
with  God,  and  miracles.     Efix  on  thssplace^ 

f  They  who^readed  that  majefty  of  God,  fpeaking  frouv  hea« 
veo,  could  Qjijt  be  afraid  -tc^'  hear  it,  when  iu  £efh,  and  made  like 
tbcmft^lte^.  ■ 
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**  OHfe  then  «p  a  Prophet  like  unto  thee,'*  dv.  Mofes  was  a 
fcry  faithful  prophet,  preciicly  taithfal,  and  exa£t  in  ali  thifigt 
that  God  gave  him  charge,  efcn  to  a  pin  of  the  taberoade^ 
**  Mofes  verily  was  faithtul  ki  all  his  boufe,  as  a  fcrvaat;  for  a 
**  teQiODODy  of  thofe  things  which  were  to  be  fpoken  after :  but 
**  Chrift  as  a  5od  over  Ihs  owq  houie/'  Heb.  ui.  5,  6.  Again, 
Mofes  coDfironed  his  doArine  by  miracles,  which  he  wrought  ia 
the  preieoce,  apd  to.  the  coDviAioa  of  gamiayers.  Herein,  Chrift 
oar  Prophet  is  alfblike  uoto  Moies,  who  wrought  many,  mighty, 
and  uncontrolled  miracles,  wtfich  could  not  be  denied,  and  by 
them  confirmed  the  goipel'  which  he  preached.  ;  LaAly,  Mofea 
was  that  prophet .  whtc)i  broaght  God's  lirael  out  of  literal 
lEgypt,  and  Chrift  his  ou(  of  fpiritual  Egypt,  whereof  that  boiH 
dage  was  a  figure  Thus  he  is  dcicribed  by  his  likeneis  to  Mo* 
ies,  his  type. 

3.  He  is  defcribed  by  his  ftock  and  original,  from  which,  af> 
cording  to  his  flefli,  he  fpcang;  *'  I  will  ralie  him  up  froGbsnonf^ 
••  thy  brethren.  Of  lirael,  as  concerning  the  fleih,  Chrift  came," 
Rom.  ix.  5.  And  *<  it  is  evident  that  our  Lord  fprang  out  of 
'*  Jndah,"  Heb.  vii.  14.  He  honoured  that  nation  by  his  ftati^ 
»iiy.     Thus  the  prophet  ts  defcribed. 

Secondly,  Here  is  a  ftri6l  iojunQion  of  obedience  to  this  PrO« 
phet.  Him  fl^all  ye  hear  in  ali  things,  ^c.  By  hearings  xxixda^ 
ftand  obedience.  So  words  of  fenfe  are  frequently  put  m  fcrip* 
tnre,  to  fignify  thofe  afie^ions  that  are  movied  by,  and  vtSt  tai 
follow  thofe  fenfes,  iVad  this  obedience  is  required  to  be  yielded 
to  this  prophet  enfy^  and  univerfaliy,  and  under  great  .peaaU 
tiei  *.  'Tis  required  to  be  given  to  him  only,  for  {o  £AmJ  ia 
the  tcxtmuft  beuDderftood,asexcIufiveofallothers.  *rb  ttue^ 
we  are  commanded  to  obey  the  voice  of  his  minifters,  Heb.  xliL 
ay,  But  ftill  'ds Chrift  fpeakisg  to  them,  to  whom  we  paj  out 
obedience :  He  th^t  hearethyou,  heareth  me :  Wc  obey  them  id 
the  Lord,  L  e.  commanding  or  forbiddiog  in.  Chrift 's  nanaae  and 
authority.  So  when  God  faid,  Deut.  vi.  1^.  ["Thoo  Aalt 
♦•  fervehim,"]  Chrift  expounds  it  excluiiTely,  Matth.  Iv.  10. 
*'  Him  only  (halt  thou  ferve.^*  He  is  the  mly  Lord^  Jnds  4.  and 
therefore  to  him  onlyour  obedience  is  required.  And  as  '€10 
doe  to  him  only,  Co  to  him  univer£tily ;  **  Him  fliall  ye  hear 
"  in  all  thiugs :"  his  commands  are  to  be  obeyed,  not  difputed. 
fi  judgment  oidi/tretion  indeed  is  allowed  to  Chriftiana,  to  judge 
~%hethtr  it  be  the  will  of  Chrift  or  no.     We  mnft  **  prove  whaft 

*  Him  (hall  ye  hear,.  A  *  Him  mfy  /  fo  thoa  fliafc  fcfltt  ham. 
Peat.  ?L  i3»  is  explained.  Him  only^  Matth.  iv.  la 
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*•  is  that  holy,  good  and  acceptable  will,"  Rom.  xii.,2.  "  Hl^ 

**  (heep  hear  his  voice^  and  a  ftranger  they  will  not  follow  : 

"  rhcy  know  his  voice,  hot  know  not  the  voijcc  of  Grangers," 

John  X.  4,  5.    But  when  his  will  is  underftood  and  known,  we. 

h^ive   no  liberty  of  choice,  bnt  are  concluded  by  it,  be  the 

duty  commanded  never  ib  difEcult,  or  the  fin  forbidden  never 

fo  tempdng :  and  this  is  alio  required  feveiely,  under  penalty  of 

being  deflroyed  from  among  the  people,  and  of  God's  requiring 

it  at  our  hands,  as  it  is  in  Deut.  xviii.  i.  e.  of  revenging  him- 

felf  in  the  dellrudipn  of  the  difobedient.    Hence  the  obferva- 

tion ; 

Dofl:.  That  Jefus  Chrift  is  called  and  appointed  by  Cod  to  be  the 
great  Prophet  and  Teacher  of  the  Church. 

He  is  anointed  to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek,  and  fetit  to 
biud  up  the  broken  hearted,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  When  he  came  to  pr«ach> 
the  gofpel  among  the  people,  then  was  this  Icripture  fulfilled,- 
Matt.  xi.  27.  •*  Yea,  all  things  arc  delivered  him  of  his  Father  ;, 
'*  {6  as  no  man  knoweth  who  the  Father  is,  but  the  Son,  and 
•*  he  to  whom  the  Son  will  reveal  him."  All  light  is  now  col-- 
le<Sbed  into  one  body  of  light,  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  ;  and  he 
*'  enlightneth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world,"  Johli  u 
p.  And  though  he  difp^nfed  knowledge  varioufly,  in  times  paft, 
iQ>eaking  in  many  ways,  and  divers,  manners,  to  the  fathers  ;  yet 
DOW  the  method  and  way  of  revealing  the  will  of  God  to  us  is. 
fixed  and  fttded  in  Chriil :  In  thefe  laft  tiines  he  hath  fpoken  to 
us  by  his  Son. 

Twice  hath  the  Lord  Iblemnly  fealed  him  to  this  office,  or  ap- 
proved and  owned  him  in  it,  by  a  miraculous  voice  from  the  mod 
ex^eliept  glory,  Matth.  iii.  1 7.  and  Matth.  xvii.  5. 

In  this  point  there  are  two  things  dodlrinally  to  be  difcufled 
and  opened,  viz.  What  ChriU's  being  a  Prophet  to  the  church 
implies  :*and  how  he  executes  and  diichaiges  this  his  office. 

Firjif  What  is  implied  in  Chrift's  beiog  a  prophet  to  the 
church.  And  it  neceflarily  imports  thefe  three  things. 
•  I .  The  natural  ignorance  and  blindnefs  of  men  in  the  things  of 
God.  This  fbfews  us  that  "  vain  man  is  born  as  the  wild  afs's 
**  colt/'— The  world  is  involved  in  darknefs :  the  pcqple  fit  as  in 
the  region  and  (hadow  of  death,  till  Chrift  arife  upon  their  fouls, 
Matt.  iv.  15,  16,  17.  'Tis  true,  in  the  ftate  of  innocency  man 
Jhad  a. clear  apprthenfion  of  the  will  of  God,  without  a  Media- 
tor ;  but  now  that  light  ig  quenched  ia  lie  corruption  of  nature, 
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^  and  thenatmral  mao  receireth  doc  the  things  of  God,'^  i  Cor,. 
II.  14.  ]:    Tbefe  things  of  God  are  oot  oolf  contrary  to  cor^ 
rnpt  and  carnal  reafon,  bat  they  are  aifo  above  right  reaibo. 
Grace  indeed  ufeth  nattire*  but  natare  can  do  nothing  wit(K>ot 
grace.  The  mind  of  a  natural  man  hath  not  only  a  native  bliod- 
fiefs,  by  reafon  whereof  it  cannot  diftern  the  things  of  the  Spirit^ 
but  alfo  a  natural  enmity,  Rom.  vtii.  7.  and  hates  the  light, 
t  John  iii.  19,  20.     So  that  until  the  mind  be  healed,  and  en-- 
fightened  by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  natural  faculty  can  no  more  diC- . 
eem  the  things  of  the  Sptrtt,  than  the  fenfitfi^  facuky  can  difccrof' 
the  things  of  reafon.  The  myfieries  of  nature  may  be  diicoireretf 
by  the  light  of  nature  ;  but  when  it  comes  to  fuperiiatural  my- 
Aeries,  there,  mnnif  Ptafonicorum  caiigavit  /ubtiHtas,  as    Of* 
prtan  fomewhere  fpeaks,  the  moft  fabt3»  Searching,  peaetmtiDTg 
Wit  and  reafon,  is  at  a  tofs. 

2.  It  implies  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  and  proves  him  to  be  tfoe 
God ;  forafmuch  as  no  other  can  reveal  to  the  world,  in  all  age^^ 
-At  flk:rets  that  lay  hid  in  the  heart  of  God,  and  that  with  ftich 
convincing  evidence  and  authority.  j[  He  brought  his  doftrine^ 
Awn  the  bolbm  of  his  Father ;  John  i.  18.  <'  The  only  begot- 
**  ten  Son,  who  is  in  the  bofbm  of  the  Father,  he  hath  rerealed 
«•  him."  The  fame  words  which  his  Father  gave  him  he  hath 
pv^n  us,  John  xvii.  8.    He  fpake  to  us  that  which  he  had  ieca 

%  Heavenly  things  exceed  the!  capacity  of  reafon,  for  they  are 
Aiovt  what  is  called  right  reafon  ;  they  contradid  the  wifdom  of 
the  flefh,  for  they  are  cooUary  to  deprived  reafon :  Natnre  (lands'  - 
b  need  of  grace,  for  the  right  difpofing  of  the  mtod  to  receive  a* 
fiipernatttnd  obje^ ;  and  grace  ufes  nature,  that,  by  ftrength  ef 
mind,  eleamefs. of  judgment,  and  the  light  of  good  edncatioD,  great* 
er  progrefs  may  be  made  in  the  fludy  ol  the  facred  writings.  Ji^^^ 
MtU^  Anmaih  hamo^ 

I  If  thedodrineof  Cbrift,  aodhisdifcoaifesbeeacamined,  it  wiit 
be  as  clear  as  fun-Aitne,  that  his  words  are  not  the  words  of  a  inan». 
prfcime  prophet,  but  of  the  Father  himlelf,  thait  is,  of  the.trde  God* 
for  Chrift  not  only  brought  his  gofpel  and  dodrine  from  the  bofoilak 
^  of  the  Father^  but  likewile  he  taught,  not  as  the  Phatifees  and  %y^ 
X  Iher  mere  men,  but  ^  ifyetmf  i;^*)  as  one  having  divine  autbovity,> 
iitike  iv.  33.  whidb  his  enemies,  theofEcers  fent  l^  the  Pharifeeav 
coofefled  in  thefe  words,  **  Never  man  fpake  like  this  man  ;'*  there- 
fore as  his  words  are  the  words  of  the  Father,  and  were  not  fpokea 
with  human»  but  divine  authority,  (o  it  is  certain,  that  he  muft  he: 
the  true  God,  (ince  a  divine  tSt€t  argues  a  divine  cauft ;  and  ftnee'' 
there  b  but  erne  only  tme  God,  Chrili  muft  beone,  and  ca-efTeBusi^ 
with  the  Father,    DUicrkui  Anafxfis  Evang.  fmrM^^^.'i^ft^ 
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mhbk  Fatlier;  Jehu  ^i-  3*.  What  qmb  ^m  tril  tbetoTooi* 
CDunfeb  aad  iccxets  of  God  I  Who  bot  he  that  et<riuUy  lay  to 
tlut^fom  caa  expound  them  ? 

^fider,  oUictL-pcQiihets  had  their  tiaef  affigoed  tbeoi  to  rifir» 
ihioe,  aaiffet  a^in  t>ydcath»  2ech.  L  5.  '*Toarfathci9,  wh^ 
<'  are  thej  i  And  do  the  prophet  U?e  for  ever  ?"  9iit  CbriA  is 
afized  and  perpetual  iun,  that  gives  light  iaall  ages  of  the  world  i 
fer  he  is  "  the  fame  jeflerdayt  to  day,  and  £or  ever,"  Heb.  xiii. 
fi.  Yea,  and  the  very  beams  of  his  divinity  (hone  with  awfntoeft 
span  the  hearts  of  them  thai  heard  him:  fo  that  his  very  ene- 
mies were  forced  to  acknowledge,  th.at  '*  never  any  man  ^tate 
.  <' like  him,"  John  yii.44i. 

3.  It  implies  Chrift  to  be  the  ori^^nal  and  fountain  of  all  thtft 
Jigbt  wlach  is  minifteriaUy  diffaftd  np  and  down  the  world  hf 
4Den.  Miniflers  are  bot  ftars^  which  Quoe  with  a  borrowed  Y\s^ 
irom  ^e  fan :  fo  fpeaks  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  iii.  4S,  .7.  ''For  G^, 
''  wha  commanded  light  «o  Oiine  oat  of  darkoefs,  bath  fiiined 
/'  Inio  onrhearts,  to^ve  the  light  of  the  knowledge*  of  tbeg^aiy 
*'  cf  God,  in  the  &ce  of  Jefns  Chrift."  Tbofe  that  teach  men^ 
(ftnft  be  firft  taogbt  by  Chrift.  All  the  prophets  of  die  old,  and 
>«U  the  pnophets,  paftors,  and  teachers  of  the  New  Teftameni, 
Jiaare  ligbted  their  candles  at  his  torch. :  ^t  ivas  Chrift  that ''  gaie 
''  them  a  mouth  and  wifdom,"  Luke  xxi.  15*  What  Panl  receir* 
^  fi«m  the  Lord,  hd  delivered  to  the  cbnrch,  i  Cor.  xi.  23.  Je» 
.fas  Chrtfi  is  the  chief  Shepherd,  i  Pet.  v.  4.  and  idl  the  oodcr- 
ihepherds  receive  their ^fts  and  commLSons  from  him.  Theft 
things  are  manifiefily  implied  in  Chrift's  prophetical  office. 

S^condly^  We  ihtU  ncatt  ^nquke  how  he  escecutes  and  di£> 
diarges  this  bis  office,  or  how  he  enlightens  and  teacfaeth  men 
^  will  of  God.  And  this.he  hath  doiie  varioufly,  gradoally, 
.^ainly,  powerfoUy,  fweetly,  pnrely,  and  folly. 

I.  Oar  great  prophet  hath  revealed  nnto  meM  the  will  of  Gad 
Vttionfly  s  nothol(fiag  one  even  and  conftant  tenonr  in  the  niani; 
feAations  of  die  Fattor's  will,  bnt  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks»  wxvfU* 
f«f  Mm  w»y^fMutst  o^  Jmdrytmies  and  in  divtri  manwrs,  Heb. 
i.  I.  Sometimes  h^  taoght  the  cbocch  immediaUly,  ai)d  in  bis 
•own  peribn,  John  atviii.  20.  Be  declared  God's  rightcoufneft 
in  the  great  congregation,  Pfal.  xxii.  22.  And  fomctimes  m^- 
diatefyy  by  his  minifters  and  officers,  deputed  to  that  fervlce  by 
him  :  So  he  difpenfed  the  knowledge  of  God  to  the  church  be- 
fore his  incamacloo ;  it  was  Chrift  that  in  the  time,  and  by  thd 
mrniftry  of  Noab,  went  and  preached  to  t$efpirits  in  prifon,  as 
U  is  1  Fet»  iii.  191  that  is^  to  men  and  womefi  then  alive^  bM 
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'DOW  (eparared  (Wmii  the  body,  aod  impriibned  la  hdl  for  thek 
•difobedience :  And  it  was  Chrift  that  was  with  the  drnrch  io  the 
wiiderncTs,  infh-ufting  and  guiding  them  by  the  minUtry  of  Moies 
.and  Aaron,  A^s  vii.  37,  38. ;  and  (b  he  hath  taught  the  cborch 
efface  his  afccnfion.     He  cannot  now  be  perfonaliy  with  us,  hav- 
<ing  other  bufintfs  to  do  for  us  in  heaven ;  but,  however,  he  will 
'Bot  be  wanting  io  teach  us  by  hi$  oflBcers,  whom,  for  that  end» 
he  hath  fet  and  appoipted  in  the  church,  Eph.  iv.  1 1,  la. 
'«     2.  He  hath  difpenfed  his  blefled  Kght  to  the  church  grado- 
-ally.    The  diicoveries  of  light  have  been  it^xtms^*^^  that  is,  ia 
^maoy  ports,  or  parcels;  ibmedmes  more  oblcure  and  ckmdy ; 
as  to  the  Old  Teftament-believers,  by  vifioos,  dreanlks,  Urim» 
•Thummim,   vocal  oracles,  types,  facrifices,  ifc,  which,  thoagh 
'comparatively,  were  but  a  weak  glimmering  light,  and  had  no 
''glory  compared  to  that  which  now  (hines,  2  C^.  iii.  7,  B,    <)4 
io,  1 1,  yet  ic  was  ftifBdent  for  the  inftniftion  and  falvation  of 
the  ele6^  in  thole  times ;  but  now  is  light  fprung  up  glerionfly 
in  the  gofpeldifpentation :  *'  And  we  aU  with  open  face,  behold 
**  as  in  a  glafs,  the  glory  of  the  Lord."     It  is  to  us  not  a-twl- 
.U|^t,  but  the  light  of  a  perfeA  day ;  and  Aill  is  advancing  fai 
«the  feveral  ages  of  the  world.    1  fcnow  more  (faith  LBther)  than 
biefled  Auftinknew;  and  they  that  come  after  me,  will  know 
•more  than  I  know. 

•  3.  Jefus  Chrift,  our  great  Prophet  hath  manifefted  to  ns  the 
will  of  God  plainly  and  perfpicnoufly.  When  be  was  on  earth 
himlelf,  he  taught  the  people  by  parables,  and  **  without  a  para- 
''  ble  he  fpake  nothing/'  Matt.  xiii.  3,  4.     He  clothed  fublioic 

•and  fpiritual  myfteries  in  earthly  metaphors,  brining,  them 
.thereby  to  the  low  and  dull  capacities  of  men,  fpeaking  lb  fa* 
miliarly  to  the  people  about  them,  as  if  be  had  been  fpeaking 
earthly  things  to  them,  John.  iii.  12.  And  fo  (according  to  his 
:own  example)  would  behave  hisminifters  preach,  '*  ufing  great 
*<  plainncfs  of  fpecch,"  2  Cor.  iii.  12.  V  and  by  manifeflation  of 
•**  the  truth,  comm^ding  themfeives  to  every  man's  confcience,** 

•  I  Cor.  iv.  2.  *  Yet  not  allowing  them  to  be  rude  andxarelefs  in 
expreflion,  pouring  out  iodigcftcd,  crude,  immcthodical  words  ; 
no,  a  holy,  ferious,  ftrid,  and  gravdexpreilion  befits  thelips  of 

*  But  the  apoftle  does  not  defign  by  this  apology,  that  teachera 
fhould  take  the  liberty  to  throw  out  every  low,  fordid  exprefHoa^ 
or  whatever  comes  into  their  heads,  without  feafe,  method,  fblidi- 
ty  and  judgment ;  for  who  a  greater  awakener  of  mens  confcicnces 
than  he  ?  or  who  a  ftronger  convincer  of  their  judgments  by  the 
weight  of  his  arguments  >?  who,  with  a  fweet,  bttt^htavcnly,  pow^r 
captivates  the  afifedions.     RejkoJtf, 
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<  hl$  ambafladors :  and  who  ever  i^ke  more  wdgbtilf  »  arare  lo* 
gicaiiy,  perfaafively  than  that  apodlc,  by  whofe  pen  ChriA  hath 
-admonidiedus  to  beware  of  yain  afFedions  and  fwellmg  words 
'of  vaaity  \  Bat  he  woaidhave  usAoop  to  the  ufiderlfawdiiigs  of 
<  the  meanefiy  and  not  ^ve  the  pec^e  a  comment  darker  than  the 
text :  he  would  have  us  rather  pierce  their  ears,,  than  tickle  ihcir 
fancies;  and  break  their  hearts,  ti»nptea£s  their  cars.  Chrift 
was  a  very  plain  preacher. 

4.  Jefus  Chri^  difcovered  tmth  powerfully ;  v^eakii^  ^'  as  one 

^''  having  authority,  and  not  as  the  Pharifees,"  Mat.  vn.  29. 

They  werecoMsmd  doll  preachers,  their  words- did  even  freeze 

betwixt  ^eir  lips ;  but  Chrift  fpake  with  power ;  there  wtasheat 

as  well  as  light  in  his  dofirioe :  and  (o  there  is  fii^l,  thcmgh  it  be 

.in  the  mouthof  poor  oontemptiblemen;  2  Cor,  x,  4.  **The  wea- 

*^  pons  of  onr  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God, 

*/'  to  the  xrsdfeg  down  of  ftrong  holds:  'Tis.ftHl  quick  and 

X  powerful,  (harper  than  a  two  edged  fword ;  and  piercing,  to 

'  "  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  joints  and  m^- 

-**  row,'*  Hcb.  iv.  12.    The  bleffcd  apoflle  imitated  Chrift ;  and 

rbeiog  filled  with  his  Spirit,  fpake  home  and  freely  to  the  hearts 

-of  mea.i  So  many  words,  io  o^iiiy  daps  of  thwider  (as  one  f  ftid 

;of  hini)  which,  made  the  hearts  of  fmners  (hake  and  tremble  ia 

their  breafts.    AH  faitbfnl  and  able  minifters  are  not  alike  gifted 

rin  this  particnlar;  but,  furely,  there  is  a  holy  ferioufnefs  and  • 

•  ijpiritnal  grace  and  majefty  in  their  doArine,  eoamumdingxeve- 

'  renoe  from  their  hearers. 

I  5.  This  prq>het,  Jefus  Qirift*  taught  the  people  the  mind 
of  Godinafweet,  affectionate,  and  taking  manner  :.his  words 
•made  their  hearts  burn  within  them,  Lukexxiv.  32,  It  was 
•prof^iied  of  him,  Ifa*  xUi.  2.  ^'  He  ftiall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up, 
.<<  nor  caufelus  voice  to  be  heard  on  high.  A  bruiied  reed  he 
.«'  ihall  not. break,  and  fmoaking  flax  he  (hall  not  quench.  He 
.  *'  knew  bow  to  ^ak  ^  word  in  (eafon  to  the  ^ary  foul,"  lia^ 
Jxi.  1.  *'He  gathered  the  Lasnbs  with  his  arms,  and  gently  led 
^'  tho&  with  young/'  Ifa.  iv.  ij.  Hpwfweedydid  his  words 
fitde  to  the  meltTng  hearts  about  him !  he  dre\^  with  cords  of  . 
Jove,  with  the  bands  of  a  man  :.  he  difcouraged  none,. upbraided 
none  that  were  willing  to  come  tobim :  his  familiarity  and  free 
/Condefceofiops  to  the  moft  vile  and  defpicable  finners,  was  often 
,isiade  the  matter  of  his  reproach.    Such  is  his  gentle  and  fweet 

f  Auguftine  wilhed  to  have  heard  PatJ  from  the  pulpit,  whom  he 
caUed  Chad's  trumpet,  and  God's  cload ;  &  many  words,  fp  mady 
claf  s  pf  thunder  fceroed  to  foiad  m  hi)  cars. 
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Rev.  wan.  7. 

6.  Uerefeftledtliei|iiiidofGod{>ttfely  to  meii;  hUdo^lriQe 
had  not  the  ieaft  dafh  of  error  todebafe  it ;  hts  moft  eavjonOf 
.oUervttQt  hetten  could  fiad  nothing  to  cfairge  Uai  with :  be  b 
**  ihe  fjuthdii  aftd  trae  #iciieif/'  Ror.  t.  $.  aod  he  haih  ctt»* 
«uftdeiih«  anniilen  to^iosfervc  the  luapUdcy  aiidp«rky  of  dbe 
gofpel,  aad  not  to  hleod  and  fi>phifttcafee  it,  t  Gor.  iv.  2. 

7.  A«d  lafity,  Herevcakd  the  vritt  of  God  per&Oij  aod  M« 
J^«  kctpiog  bade  nothing  needfol  to  iabpatkxi.  So  he  tdk  hit 
il^lea«  ^ha  xr.  15.  **  All  tfaioga  that  X  hawhcard  of  my  Fa- 
**  ther,  i  hate  flMdefcoowa  luto  you/'  He  vm  ^'  ftitb6ri  vn 
^  S<M»omrbiiov«ihoufe/'fkb.iiu6.  Thusyouhawe  abriaf 
^ooMMOtof  urhatia  implied  lu  this  fact  of  GJuift's  proptM^icd 
ofice»  ia&d  how  he  pcdormed  it 

Inf^r^fce  g.  it  Jdba  Cbrift»  who  is  now  paflbdiftto.tho  faea- 

wem,  be  the  great  iKophet  and  teacher  of  the  church ;  heaoe  we 

«iaf  juftly  i«fer/ir  continual  mc^jfity  of^fiawUng  ntm^/hy  tf 

^ki cJkifci.'  for. by  his  mtniAersheaovr teaeheth  us^ and  to  that 

Mteot  haab  fixed  diem  tu  the  church,  by  a  firm  peoftitatioa^  theee 

CO  remain  m  the  end  of  the  world,  Matt,  xxviii.  20*   He  teadi- 

«th  men  no  more  perfoitaHy,  bat  mi&ifteriaUy.    His  mimftees 

ikpfdy  the  «UQ€«of  liia  perfeiial  {xreiJBUcey  2  Cor.  f.  io..  ^'  Wie 

^' 4>cayyotttaChrift'sAead."  Tl^feofBoershegavethe  chusch 

at  fai$  L^ceufiou,  t.  £.  when  he  cet&d  to  teadi  them  any  iooger 

with  his  own  lips ;  and  fo  fet  them  in  the  charch,  thar  their 

foccefioQ  Aiali  never  totally  fail :  for  io  the  word  ^»^^  he  hath 

Jet,  i  Gir.  2U1. 2S.  plainly  tmphe$.    They  are  &t  by  aibre  efiu* 

M(hmeot»  a  firm  ^d  uoolterabie  conftitution*  even  as  the  tmm 

Mnd  foafans^  winch  the  Father  kath  put  \jHr^l  in  Hs  cmam  ptm»f: 

*ti$  the  fame  word ;  and  'tis  well  they  are  fo  firmly  ftt  smd  fixed 

-there ;  for  bow  many  adveriaries  in  aU  ages  have  eodeavoared 

to  (hake  the  very  office  ielelf^;  pretending  thai  'tis  cieedle&  10  be 

taaight  by  men,  and  wrefting  fudi  ^riptiires  as  thefe  to  cosa- 

teaance  dieir  error,  Joel  ii.  28,  2^  '^1  will  pour  001  mv  Spirit 

«t<<  tipoft  all  lleih ;  and  our  £bas  and  daisghtars  fhall  prop^fy,** 

'ifc.    And  Jer.  xxxi.  34!     ^*  Theie  (hail  teach  no  more  every 

'*  man  his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother^  faying,  Kiiour 

^'  the  Lord ;  for  they  Ihall^  knowms  from  the  leaft  of  riiem 

.**  to  tlK  greateA  of  them.*'     As  to  that  of  Ipet,  it  is  anfweiod. 

That  if  an  Old  Tedament  prophecy  may  be  onderliood  aocoid* 

jag  10  a  New  Teftament  tnl«rpMatioa«  then  that  prophecy 

^ih  UQ  wayoppofe,  bat  confirm  the  gofpel  miniflry.     How 

the  apoill^  underftood  the  pvophet  m  that  his;pioplMcy,  ih^ 


Sekm.  IX.  7^  Foantm  €f  Vftu  i}$ 

be  it^  ID  A£ls^U.  1^.  when  the  Spirit  was  poured' <i^r6ii  (h« 
AsLj  of  Peotecoft  iipoo  the  apoAks.  And  lorely  \m  mvft  be  i 
cxiofideDt  peribn  iodecd,  ihat  chiiilis  not  ae  apojile  n>  be  as 
good  an  ea:poriror  cf  the  prophet^  as  li&nicif.  And  fof  tbait  t* 
Jcr.  xxxi.  we  fiqr , 

1 .  That  if  k  conclude  againft  miiriflerial  ttachingay  it  muil 
e<|iiaily  conclude  againft  Chriflian  conferenoes. 

2.  We  iay  that  cannot  be  the  fenfe  of  one  ijcripttire»  which 
ContradiAi  the  plain  fenfc  of  6ther  fcriptures :  bnt  ia  this  woold^ 
£ph^  iy.  II,  12.  X  Cor  xii.  28. 

3.  And  we  fay,  the  fai(e  of  riiat  text  is  not  negative^  bnr 
eampmrative:  Not  that  they  fliall  have  so  need  to  be  taught 
a»y  troth,  bat  no  fach  need  to  bib  tanght  the  firft  troths  ;  That 
thcce  is.  a  God,  and  who  is  this  true  God :  **  They  (hall  no  more 
**  leach  every  man  his  brother,  fayiagy  Know  the  Lord!  for  they 
*^  Ihali  all  know  me."  To  conclude ;  God  hath  given  mtnifters 
td  tlie  char<;h  for  the  work  of  coaverfioo  and  edification,  *'  till 
**  weallcoteeinto  the  unityof  the  faith,  toaperfed  man/'fiph* 
sir.  II,  i  a.  So  that  when  all  the  eleA  are  converted,  and  all 
f  hode  converts  become  perfeft  men ;  when  there  is  no  error  iop^ 
jodgmem  or  pra&ioe,  and  nofeducer  to  canA  it,  then,  and 
Dot  till  then,  will  a  goipel  miniftry  be  nfelefs.  Bot  (as  'tk  well' 
ofaferved)  there  is  not  a  nmn  that  oppofes  a  gofpel  miDiAry,  bnt 
die  very  being  of  that  man  is  a-fufficient  argament  for  the  cooti'^ 
BbmESce  6f  it.  * 

•  It^Btimt  2.  If  Chrid  be  the  great  prophet  of  the  chnrchr, 
and  foch  a  profit;  then  it  follows.  That  the  vfiakeftChriftu 
OMS  fixed  not  he  difeouraged  4U  thettulnefs  and  incapacity  they  find 
in  tkemfeioes  :  for  Cbrift  is  not  only  a  patient  and  cooddcend*. 
iag  ceacfaer,  hut  he  can  alio,  as  he  hath  often  done,,  reveal  that 
to  babe»,  which  is  hid  from  the  wife  and  learned ;  Mhtc.  xj» 
Z5r.  **  The  teftimonies  of  the  Lord  are  fare,  making  wife  the. 
'*  fimple,"  Pfal.  xix.  7.  Yea,  and  fnch  as  yon  are,  the  Lord 
dfdigbts  tocbnie,  diat  his  grace  may  be  the  more  confpienoas 
is  your  weakoefs,  i  Cot,  u  26,  27.  You  wiU  have  nothing  of 
your  own  to  glory  in  r  yon  wlU  not  fay,  as  »  prond  wretcb 
Ottce  f<iidt  £g(>  te  Deus  nuus  t  **  I  and  my  God  did  this/* 
^aftis  Chrift  mtOs  not  ibcial  ^Ory,  he^wiH  not  divide  the  praife 
wUb  any.  Wdl  then,  be  not  difcouraged ;  others  may  know 
more,  in  other  things  than  you,  but  you  are  not  incapable  of 
Isaowing  fo  dittfih  as  ihall  lave  yoQr  foals,  if  €hrift  will  be 
your  teacher.  In  other  knowledge  they  cMcel  you ;  bot  if  yt. 
ludow  Jeiii«  Chrift,  and  the  truth  as  it  is  in  hvn,  one  drop  of 
ydwf  Mttoifrlfdge  ts  wart^  a  wbobs  fea  of  tiiek  gifn!  Qie  tratlt 
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fQck*d  by /ad*  and  prayer  from  the  brcaft  of  Chrift,  is  better  . 
tSaa  ten  tfaoofand  dry  notioas  beaten  out  by  racking  the  on- 
dcrfhnding.     'Tis  better  in  kind,   the  ooe  being  bnt  natural, 
the  other  fapematural,  from  the  (aving  illominatioos  and  in* 
ward  teachings  of  the  Spirit :  and  So  is  one  of  thofe  better  . 
things  that  accompany  falvation.     *Tis  better  in  rcfpcfl^of  cf- 
fe^s ;  other  knowledge  leaves  the  heart  as  dij,   barren,   and 
nnaSeAed,  as  if  it  had  its  feat  in  another  m.in's  head :  bat  that 
little  yoa  have  been  taught  of  Chrift,  (beds  down  its  gracious 
influences  upon  your  aife(51ions,  and    Aides   fwectly  to  your . 
mehiog  hearts.     So  that  a?  one  **  preferr'd  the  mod  defpicabie 
**  work  of  a  plain  rndic  Chriftiao,  *  before  all  the  triumphs  of 
'*  Alexander  and  Caefar;"  much  moreoaght  yon  to  prefer  one 
faring  manifeftation  of  the  Spirit,  to  all  the  po\i;erleis  illami- ' 
nations  of  natural  men. 

Inference  3.  If  Chrift  be  the  great  prophet  .and  teacher  of' 
the  church ;  it  follows,  Tlyat  prayer  is  a  proper  means  for  the ' 
increafe  cf  knonuledge  :  Prayer  is  the  golden  key  which  unlocks  * 
that  treafure*     When  Daniel  was  to  expound  that  fecret  Tvhich 
was  contained  in  the  king's  dream,  about  which  the  Chaldean 
Ma  ticians  had  rack'd  their  brains  to  no  purpofe;  what  courle 
doth  Daniel  take  ?  Why,  **  he  went  to  his  houre,"  faith  the  text, . 
Dan.  11:  17,  18.  "  and  made  the  thing  Known  to  Hananiah,  Mi-  > 
**  (hael,  and  Azariah  his  companions  ;  that  they  jvould  defire  - 
"  mercies  of  the  God  of  heaven  concerning  his  fecret."      And; 
then  was  the  fecret  revealed  to  Daniel.     Luther  was  wont  to 
iay  fy  **  Three  things  made  a  divine ;  meditation,  temptation^ 
•*  and  prayer.**    Holy  Mr.  Bradford  was  wont  to  ftudy  upon . 
his  knees.     ThoTe  truths  that  are  got  by  pr^iyer,  leave^  an  on- 
ufual  fweatnefs  upon  the  heart.     If  Chrift  be  our  teacher^  it 
becomes  all  his  famts  to  be  at  his  feet. 

Inference  4.  If  Chrift  be  the  great  prophet  and  teacher  of 
the  church,  We  may  thence  difcern  and  judge  ef  do^rines^  and' 
it  may  ferae  us  as  a  teji  to  try  them  by.  For  fuch  as  Chrift  is; 
fuch  are  the  doQrines  that  flow  from  him  :  every  error  pretends 
t0  derive  itfclf  from  him ;  but  as  Chrift  was  holy,  humble,  hea-: ' 
venly,  meek,  peaceful,  plain  and  fimple,  and  in  all  things  alien, 
yea,  contrary  to  the  wifdom  of  the  world,  the  gratifications  o£ 
the  flefti;  fuch  are  the  truths  which  he  teachetb.     They  have 

*  Si  miti  datetur  optio^  efigerem  Chrijiidni  ruflici  fordiJUffiTieum^ 
et  maxime  agrejie  opus^  pta  omnibus  viffariis  et  triumfhis  A\e%r 
andri  ^f  Caefar  is.  * 

f  Triafagiunt  theologumt  mensta^ti^^tentatiOiprecatio*  JLuther. 
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"his  charafter  and  image  engraven  on  them.  Would  you  know 
then  whether  this  or  that  do^rine  be  from  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
or  no  ?  Examine  the  doftride  itfelf  by  this  rule.  And  what- 
foever  do<5Vrine  you  find  to  encourage  and  countenance  fin, 
to  ejcalt  felfj  to  be  accommodated  to  earthly  defigns  and  ihtere0s, 
to  wrap  and  bend  to  the  humours  and  lu(ls  of  men  ;  in  a  word, 
what  doctrine  foevcr  dirc6lly,  and  as  a  proper  caufe  makes  them 
that  profefs  it  carnal,  turbulent,  proud,  fenfual,  6rc.  you  may 
iafely  rejeft  it,  and  conclude  this  never  came  from  Jcfus  Chrift, 
The  doctrine  of  Chrift  is  after  godlinefs ;  his  truth  fanftifics. 
There  is  a  Guflv^s  fpirltualu  judidi^  a  fpiritual  tafte,  by'  which 
thofe  that  have  their  fenfes  exercifed,  can  diftinguilh  things 
that  differ'.  **  The  fpiritual  man  judgeth  all  things,'*  i  Cor. 
ii.  15.  *^'Hls  ear  tries  words,  as  his  mouth  tafteth  meats,'* 
Job  xxxiv.  3.  Swallow  nothing  (let  it  come  never  fo  fpecioufly) 
that  hath  not  fome  relifli  of  Chrift  and  holinefs  in  it.  Be  fure, 
Chrift  never  revealed  any  thing  to  men,  that  derogates  from  his 
own  glory,  or  prejudices  and  obflrufts  the  ends  of  his  owd 
death. 

Inference  5.  And  as  it  will  fervc  us  for  a  tcft  of  doftrines, 
Jo  it  fenres  for  a  teft  of  m'tniftets :  and  hence  you  may  judge 
who  are  authorfeed  and  fent  by  Chrift  the  great  Prophet,  to  de- 
clare tiis  will  to  men.  Surely  thofe  whom  he  fends  have  his 
Spirit  in  their  ieartSi  as  well  as  his  words  in  their  mouths:  And 
according  to  the;  'meafures  of  grace  received,  they  faithfully 
endeavour  to  fulfil  their  miniftry  for  Chrift,  as  Chrift  did  for  his 
FatTier^  ♦*  As  my  Father  hath  fent  me  (faith  Chrift)  (b  (end 
•*  I  you,"  John  xx.  21.  They  take  Chrift  for  their  pattern  ia 
the  whole  courfe  of  their  toiniftration,  and  arc  fuch  as  fincerely 
endeavour  to  imitate  the  great  Shepherd,  in  thefe  fix  particulars 
following  : 

'  i .  Jefus  Chrift  was  a  faithful  minijer^  the  "  faithful  and  true 

**  witnels,"  Rev.  i.  5.     He  dcclarkd  the  whole  mind  of  God 

to  men.  Of  him  it  was  prophetically  faid,  Pfal.  xl.  lo,  "I  have 

**   not  hid  thy  righteoufnefs  within  my  heart;  I  have  declared 

**   thy  faithfulnefs,  and  thy  falvation  ;  I  Have  not  concealed  thy 

**  loviQg  kindnefs  and  thy  truth  from  the  great  congregation. '* 

To  the  fame  fenfe,  and  alihoft  in  the  fame  words,  the  apoftle. 

Paul    profeffed,'  in   A6ts  xx.  20.  "  I  have  kept  back  nothing 

f*   that  was  profitable  unto  yon  ;"  and  verfe  35.  **  I  have  (hewed 

«*  you  all  thingsji"-  Not  that  every  faithful  minifter.doih  in  the 

courfe  of  his  miniftjfy,  anatomize  the  whole  body  of  truth,  and 

.  fully  expoundand^pply  each  particular  to  the  people:  No,  that 

Vol.  L     .        .  S       ^ 
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i«  Q0rdi4  mo9xAngy  b^t  pf  tbofe  doiflrinfrs  which  they  have  Qpr 
portunity  of  opcftiDg,  they  dp  QOt  oijt  of  fear,  or  to  ac^XHUr 
iMd^te  aad  fecvir^  Nf<P  ^^  ^^4h  >vitbho)d  the  iDiad  of  God,  oir 
fo  corrupt  s^ed  abuf?  ^jiis  wordsj^^s  tp  fabjeft  truth  to  th^r  ow;i« 
or  Qtb^r  xa^fxt  lufts ;  "  Tbpy  pfeqch  qgt  as  pkaCmg  pi^,  but 
<f  Ggd,"  I  Th^ff.  ii.  4.  *'  fqt  if  we  y'et  plcafe  racB,  wp  caa? 
e*  opt  be  the  fervan^§pf  Chyift,"  Ga).  i.  ^p.  Truth  ipijit  be  {jpOf- 
}^€n,  tho*  th?  gre^^cft  on  ear^^  b^  pffendfld, 

2.  Jjeiu?  Cbrift  was  a  tender- harfjsd  miniflcr^  full  of  cpmpi^? 
^00  to  ipuls.  F{e  WAS  feot  to  ton^  up  fh^  kronen  in  heart,  Ifa. 
|xi.  I .  He  wa$  f^J j  pf'bowels  ?o  poor  finpers.  "  He  grieved  at 
V.  the  h«^i^4o?^^  9^  Q)^9s  hearts,"  Mark  \\i.  5,  He  mpurned  Qver 
JergG^lem,  and  fai4,  **  O  J^rul^lcip,  J^ralal^in  !  how  pft  W9tiid  i 
^'  havQ  g^tb^r^d  thy  ^hiidreB^  a$  a  heu  gathers  her  brood  upd^ 
V.  her  wipg^  i; '  RiJ^tth.  x^iii,  ^(7.  lii^  bpwcU  yern^d  when  li 
faw  t^p  muUi^qdc,  a$  fe?ep  hft^ing  dp  (hepbcrd,  Matth*  ix.  37* 
^Theff  bowels  of  Chfift  muft  bi^  all  in  the  upder  (hepherd%i 

V  Qc^P  my  witpefs,  (ftitb  P^  of  tiaega)  h9^grc%?JyJ  long  after 
"  you  all,  t  io  [or  after  the  pattern  of]  the  bowels  of  Ghrift 
•!  Jpfps,"  Pby.  i.  |.  ffc  tlia«  (hcvw  9^  hard  heart,  B«affc«ed 
l^ith  the  dangers  afvd  ^liferies  of  fpiil^  can  neyei:  ibew  %  cosiisiifi> 
op  frpm  Chf iA  to  autbg^ize  hios  for  qainiAerial  work. 

3.  Jefp5  Cbrift  wa^  A  hhrms  painful mn'0^^  he  put  9  ocr 
|;^j|ty  pa  bioiWf  tP  8tli(h  hh  vwrk  ip  hia  d^ ;  a  work  infifiire^ 
1^  great,  ip  a  very  lUtl^  tiipe ;  Jfeh«  U.  4-  "  I  niuft  work  the 
^*  w^irKa  pf  hioj  that  feqt  mft,  whik  i«  i$  day :  tfi^  night  coxd> 

V  cith,  >^hen  np  ipao  c^a  work.*'  Q  hpw  nvach  work  diS  C%riS 
^o  io  a  little  time  pn  e?rth  !  "  He  went  about  dotog  good,"  Aft* 
^.  38.  He  waa  li^ver  idlq.  When  hn  fits  down  at  Jacob's  weH^ 
|o  feft  himfclf,  b^ing  MW^ry,  prefcpfly  he  falls  imp  his.  work* 
preaching  the  gofpel,  to  the  Samaritanefs,  In  this  miiift  hif 
|ulftift^$ '  rcfetpble  bin? ;  **  ftwving  according  tp.  hia  WK^kisg, 
f*  thai  wprketh  ip  them  mightily/  Ool.  i,  2S,  2p.  A^ldl&mU 
Qiftcir  feema  tp  b^  a  cpqtradiftipp  in  a^^ ;  as  who  (hould  %> 
§  dark  tight.  '  * ' 

4.  J^/«>.  Chriji  d^Ugitiivn  noibing  mtre  t^h^  tl^Juccefk  cf 
hi\tm*^^y:  to  f«e  the  work  pf  the  Lprd  prpfp^r  ia  his  hand; 
thi^  u?as  nje^rf  aod  drink  ^  hiea.  When  ih?  feventy  ret^urocd, 
and  reported?  the  foccefe  of  their  fir.ft  epAafly*  "  Lord,  «tyea  the 
1*  devils  are  ipbjeft  to  us  thn»igh  ihy  mmft  I"  Why.  faith  Chrift; 

V  I  behel4  $atan  M  as  ligbtnipg  from  heaven."    A*  if  ha  had 

X.  h-  here  k  p^t  fot  infiar,  as,^  Eke  u^9^.:after  ths  i^i^acicr  at 

pattern  of,  isL  ^ 


hid,  Yoa  tell  toe  no  news,  I  fawJt  when  I  lent  yon  out  at  firft  : 

Ikacw  the  goQkl  wddjd  c6^e  Work  ^here  it  eime,    *'  And  in 

"  that  honr  Jcfus  rejoiced  in  fpirit,"  Luke  x.  17,  r8,  2f. 

And  is  it  ifjOt  ie  with  tteie  An!  by  him  i  do  not  thc]f  value  rtle 

juccers  of  their  miniftry  at  a  high  rate  i  It  is^ot  (faith  one)  Ihe 

expellee^  but  the  recoiling  of  our  latiours  back  again  lipon  us, 

that  kills  us.    Miniflers  would  not  die  fo  faft,  nor  be  grey  head* 

tfi  fi)  fedti,  tdttid  thfey  btic  ft^  the  iWiH  6f  ili^if  fodls.    *•  My 

**  litde  children,  (faith  Paul)  of  whom  I  tr:|vail  again  in  birth^ 

«<  ^AM¥  iir^if#,  m  Chriflf  be  f6rmed  ih  ^60^^'  Gai.  U.  i^.    As  fdr 

thofe  tbit  b^ve  tlie  nime  bf  fkepherds  only,  i»ii6  vlTit  the  floci 

ttftly  once  a  ydur,ilbout  ftc^nft  tiirie  j  wh6  havt,  ••  the  inftrtt- 

*'  telit^  of  a  foolHh  ftxtphcrd/*  (fitti^fs  it  iriitlSird)  the  ftiejirk 

iod  {^,  Z^cb.  xt.  15. ;  Woeftil  will  b«  (heir  codditfon  itt  tM 

app^riog  of  this  p-eat  dhepfaetd. 

<.  Jifks  Ur^ifl  ii/ii  a  fhih^et  thdt  Ihed  iip  «  hit  HoffHtte  f 
IB  tifi  ^bad  do^rihe  ImiacAihid  in  ifll  thiirgs.  Re  ^rered  ti 
h(Alhtf$  Hi  Ki^  doMne,  and  ihb  the  gi-eat  p^atterti  of  holincffi' 
to  hii^fif*,  Mdtth.  xl  li.  '*  LeaW  df  tne,  I  attl  feeek  dndlotilrl]^.** 
/Itid  (hch  h!s  ^idi^ers  StBtt  tb  i{^^v<i  tbtmfch^i,  Fhif.  i^.  b; 
•'  What  yi  have  hedrf,  aiid  feeii  h  idt,  Aat  do."  Hfc  j^rcacfc 
ed  id  tHclr  cj^csf,  i^  ^ril  «  C4fs.  Hii  Kft  *as  a  ir*njcnt  dh  hii 
ioatmc.  Th(>y  iliight  f^e  hbthiefsf  afif^d  m  Ks  Hfe»  is  ^cti  ii 
tbtindtd  hj  Hit  lips.  He  preached  tht  do<!!rine,  itid  Ymd  thi 
i^plicitiott; 

6.  Aird  Idt^,  J^yij  C«r^  tf^ax  S  niMtfiir  ihM  Mndei  atH 
kmntainedfmett^JiCtet  uiMhunion  with  Cod^  pit  dll  his  cbriftarH 
piMc  Idbduts.  If  fie  hid  b^ci  prctfibing  and  hcJffing  aff  t\ii 
6^,  )f€t  he  ttrdtfid  fedeeiii  tiine  ^ofh  hf^  vetf  Aetf  fo  fp^dd  Hi 
fecret  prayer ;  Matth.  xiv.  23.  "  When  he  had'  ftftt  th^  mnl-* 
**  titutfe  iwajr,  ttt  ^6ni  }ip  Into  a  tfrbnntain  apaVt  fo  pv^y,  ^d 
*  ttratf  there  al6ttr/*  O  Welled  pattern  f  Let  the  keiptts  6f  tfig 
vineyards  remember  th^y  have  a  vineyard  of  their  own  to  keep/ 
d  CdvS  at  tfieir  6\>lrn  thit  muff  be  Idok^d  rfter  a«  \i^eU  «  other 
tedii^.  Th6fe  that,  b  thfcfe  things;  aWtatd  Chrift,  are  ftVety  fer* 
'  fo  tf$  froib  hiA,  a6d  are  1J^^orthy  of  double  hontti^  i  1  hey  arc  if 
chdcc  bieiSng  to  tbd  people. 


S  2 


I40.  The  Fountain  ^  U^i.  Serm.X. 

SERMON      X. 

Opens^  the  fecond  Branch  of  the  Prophetical  Office,  con- 
ilfliing  ia  the  Illumination  of  the  Underilanding. 

Luke.  xxiv.  45.  Thin  opened  he  their  underjlandings^  &c. 

KNOWLEDGE  of  fpirimal  things  is  well  diftioguilhei 
into  intellectual  and  praAical :  the  fir  A  hath  its  feat  io  thjs 
tniod,  the  latter  in  the  heart.  This  latter,  diviaes  call  a  kbow; 
ledge  peculiar  to  faints  ;  and^  b  the  apoiUe's  dialed,  it  is  vTifi* 
X*^  rns  yf»T%»fi  Xfts^  iqery,  PhiL  ili*  8.  '*  The  enainency,  or  e&r 
**  cellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift." 
,  And  indeed,  there  is  but  litde  excellency  in  all  thofe  petty 
notions  which  furnilb  the  lips  with  difcourfe,  unleis  by  a  fweet 
and  powerful  influence  they  draw  the  coofcience  and  will  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrift.  Light  in  the  mind  is  neccffarily  antecc' 
dent  ro  the  fweet  and  heavenly  motions  and  elevations  of  tke 
afFeftions:  For  the  farther  any  man  (lands  from  the  light  of 
truth,  the  farther  he  muft  needs  be  from  the  heat  of  comfort. 
Heavenly  quickenings  are  begotten  in  the  heart,  while  the  foa 
of  righteoulnefs  Ipreads  the  beams  of  truth  into  the  underftaD- 
ding,  and  the  foul  fits  under  thofe  its  wings  ;  yet  all  the  light 
of  the  gofpel  fpreading  and  diiFufing  itfelf  into  the  mind,  can 
never  iavingly  open  and  change  the  heart,  without  another 
aft  of  Chrift  upon  it ;  and  what  that  is,  the  text  informs  pa; 
Then  opened  he  their  underftandingSy  that  4 hey  migkt  underjtad 
the  fcriptures ,  ,  ' 

,  In  which  words  we  have  both  an  aft  of  Chrift  upon  the  difd- 
pies  underftandings,  and  the  immediate  end  and  fcope  of  that 
aft, 

I.  Chrift's  aft  upon  their  underftandings :  Ee  apened  their  uih 
derftandings.  By  underftanding  is  nqt  here  meant  the  mind  onlyr 
in  oppofition  to  the  heart,  will,  and  affeftions,  but  thefe  were 
opened  by  and  with  the  mind.  The  mind  is  to  the  heart  as  the 
door  to  the  houfe :  what  comes  into  the  heart,'  <:6mes  in  at  the 
underftanding,  whith  is  introdoftiv?  to  it ;  and  ahho*  truths 
fometimes  go  no  farther  than  the  entry,  never  penetrate  the 
hearts,  yet,  here,  this  efFeft  is  undoubtedly  included. 

Expofitors  make  this  expre/Tion  parallel  to  that  in  Afts  xvi, 
14.  *•  The  Lord  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia."  And  it  is  well 
obfervedi  that  it  is  one  thing  to  open  the  fcrijiturcs,  that  is^  to 
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expound  tkem«  and  give  the  meaning  of  thcin,  as.  Paul  *  is  faid 
todoiu  AAs  xviii.  3.  and  another  thing  to  open  the  mind  or 
heart,  as  it  is  here.  There  arc,  as  a  learned  man  truly  ob- 
ferves,  two  doors  of  the  loul  barred  againft  Chrift  ;  the  under* 
flanding  by  ignorarlcc  ;*  and  the  heart  by  hardnefs  :  both  ihefc 
are  opened  by  Chrift  ♦.  The  former  is  opened  by  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gofpel^the  other  by  the  internal  operatiofi  of/ the 
Spirit.  The  former  J>clongs  to  the  firft  part  of  Chrif  k*s  prophe- 
tical office,  opened  in  the  foregoing  fermon  ;  the  latter,  to  that 
fpecial  internal  part  of  his  prophetical  office,  to  be  opened  ia 
this.  .    \ 

And  that  it  was  not  a  naked  aA  upon  their  mind;  only,  bu( 
that  their  hearts  and  minds*  did  work  in  fellowftiip,  being  both 
touched  by  this  a^  of  Chrid,  is  evident  enough,  by  the  effeds 
mentioned,  verfe  52,  53.  **  They  returned  to  Jerufalem  witi| 
**  great  joy,  and  were  continually  in  the  temple,  praifing  and 
..  ■«*  bleffing  God."  It  is  confefled,  that  before  this  time  Chrift 
bad  opened  their  hearts  by  ponverfion ;  and  this  opening  is  n<^ 
to  be  underftood  limply,  hutjecundum  quid,  in  reference  tothofo 
particular  truths,  iu  which, 'till  apw,  they  were  not  fufficieiit-> 
)y  informed,  and  (o  their  hear^  could  not  be  duly  affected  •  with 
them.  They  were  very  dark  in  their  apprebenfions  of  the  death* 
and  refurredtion  of  Chrift  ;  and  confequently  th^ir  hearts  were 
fad  and  dejeAed  about  that  which  had  befallen  him,  verfe'  17.* 
But  when  he  opened  the  fcriptures  and  ^heir  underfiandings  and 
hearts  together^  then  things  appeared  with  another  face,  and  they. 
return,  bleffing  and  praifing  God. 

2.  Here  is  farther  to  be  confidered,  the  defign  and  end  of- 
this  a£t  upon  their  underfiandings;  That  they  might  under/land' 
the  fcriptures,  t  Where  let  it  be  marked,  reader,  that  the- 
tea<:hiogs  of  Chrifl,  and  his  Spirit,  were  never  defigned  to  take: 
mea  off  from  readings  and  ftudyiog,  and  Teaching  the  fcriptures^N. 
as  fbme  vain  notionifls,  have  pretended,  oppofrng  tbofe  things 
-which  are  fubordinated,  but  to  naake  their  ftudies  and  duties 
the  more  fruitful,  beneficial,  and  efTeAnal  to  their  (bitts ;  or 
that  they  might  this  way  receive  the  end  or  bleffing  of  all  their 
duties.    God  never  intended  toabolifb  his  Word,  by  giving- 

♦  k  18  he  who  opens  oar  hearts  by  his  law.  tlapeLfpectU  p.  ^7« 

\  God  does  not  give  the  Spirit  to  his  people,  on  purpofeto  abo-'' 

Jifti  his  Word,  but  rather  to  render  the  word  efFe«aual  and  profit- 

sible  to  them  ;  and  therefore  the  fanatics  falfely,  under  pretext  of 

sreveiationi  take  a  liberty  to  flight  the  fcriptares.     Calvin  en  this 


Mt  rht  Pbufiiain  ^  ti^.  /   ^ERii.lf, 

\\%  9t>irX ;  atfd  tfiey  lu-d  troe  fsttitk^s  (ai  CtfHn  f pitt  ^U  f4^<t 
enlifi  thtift)  tbit  Abk^  or  pretend  fb :  BjT  tMs  Matis  b^  ^iM  ik 
Mte  impaH  m6k^  light,  aod  riiak6  that  tbejr  hild  M6n  tttork 
tspctttiit  and  ti&ftkl  to  theita,  efytchllf  Iniudk  a  ti&iiof  iKcd 
il  tHii  WM.    Reate  we  obfcrvd, 

rit^v^  ihe  truths  ^Coi^  is  tbt  pieuUdr  pi-err^gatm  dii 
office  fff  Jefks  Chrijl. 

One  6f  the  great  nilferies  under  which  lap(ed  nature  labotti^i 
H  ^xfMA  UlndAer»  t  J^flis  Chri(t  bribgl  ibtt  iit-Uit  ^KiKch 
«a!)r  ^Ifl  etrd  !t.  ttev:  iii.  18.  'M  coohfel  the6,  tobtfy  <i  iM 
^^  efd'Mts,  ihtU  thbw  miylk  ktr  Thok  td  whdm  the  ^ii% 
fclth  tp|rfl*d  It,  daft  fA%  i%  It  h  I  John  v.  2d.|  "  WefcflOf 
^  th«t  the  Son  6f  God  !s  dottle,  ^d  hafb  ^ve<ii  udtfn  (mde^ 
^  tt9A&iug,  tttit  We  fttay  kdoW  him  that  ii  true }  and  #e  areiK 
^  rmii  tfyaeift  trii^e,  eveii  hid  Son  Jefift  Chrl/l :  this  k  the  trtt^ 
•  dofl,  ifid  ctertfa*  life. 

(  ^*  To  the  fplrhuat  miTffiittatldn  6f  ^  fbill^  i<  (ufflae9  lidf  tkf 
*■  Ae  dbjc A  hfe  f ctfia-lcd,  ilor  tdf  tbift  riia^,  the  filbjeft  of  Ai* 
^  knowledge,  have  t  dei6  tift  ofhh  <iwn  reifiJd ;  Bift  it  isfofthtf 
"^  iKceff^J^  thdt  the  grace  <nd  fpecfal  affifiadce  of  thief  bdly  Spi^tt 
*'  be  fnpedtd<led,  t0  6pet  inA  mdllify  the  b?irt,  ^d  fer  ^  itil 
^  dn^  ttflfe  iftd  rtlifh  of  th^  fwfecftfdfi  off  (pMtml  tfufll.^'  Bf 
<5pwfitfg  the  gofpcl,  he  ttifeOi  truth  td  tr^,  t^  by  di^^g  <h^ 
heart,  in  n$.  Now,  though  thfe  c^mtot  B*  WltBotft  fb«t^  yet  if 
H  tXTdth  mote  excelfent  to  h^tt  ifvtth  rev^^Ied  id  lis,  thlBor  to  ns. 
i'M*  divn!ie§  csRpraecipintm  rlk/d ttTt^i^tt^^  nf6HeHi  pr^bAki: 
••  <hd  pfiodpatl  pcrfefti^  <!ffea  of  the  prophetical  office,*  tW 
i^af  Wefflng  promifcd  in  the  new  c6tenafBt;  HeR  till  lOV 
**  I  WHT  put  my  hv^t  in  (hdr  iKmrd-,  aiftd  #ri^  ihttik  \a  tMiT 
•'  Ifeift^,'' 

Peir  cxpficifiertf  of  tFis  part  of  Chrifl**  pf6phetSeaL  ofttt,  I 

« 

fTlie^cye*  erf*  the  blind  «uft  leiti^littti  ^h  *yc-fal^,  by  vWc^ 
i0iariH»  tehg  dttred  of  hit  UiAdaels,  w  reflored  to  fj^rie^ial  fighi. 
Ola/.  PbiL  2  fart,  p.  340. 

1^  Ad  perfc^m  ei  pr^priam  rerum  fupernaturalium  ccgtuti^' 
nem,  lion  fu^ ere  e:c  parte  ohjeflt  revelationevi,  nee  ex  parte  fii' 
je&i  debituj/i  ufum  raihniSy  fed  infufer  requiri  grattam  Chrijli% 
^fpeciale  ad/utoriutn  Sf'tritus  SanSit  quo-  cor  aperidiur^  emotVio.' 
tur^.  it  fuperftaturdiis  verhatii  dtdcedims  reffa  habidt  proporfU- 
natam  ij^r  et gufium  Jphituatts  judiciL    l^epold*.  Animaf.  ftoiW, 


^RV*  %  Tit  f^m^m  if  t^.  twi 

ChrfT,  ag  in  *e  (m^p  fl»w  what  i»  ip^ipded  H  t&  opcqiog 
gf  tbcir  w4«-ftmdi»g,  »xi4  by  wbftt  afU  CJarift  pcrfonou  kV 

f  i^»  ^We  ;oq  A  tKief  nccouQt  of  what  i«  toclnded  U  &u  aft 
^f  Cbrkft  i  ^kc  if  m  the  fojtowing  pjrdcuUrs. 

i^  It  io^i^U^  tb^  tnpf(»a4ai]il  nature;  of  ipirltual  thiogi^  fitp 
e|^cf<^ding  t^  t^jgbefl  flight  sid4  reach  of  oatoral  rea&n.  Jcius 
ChnAQ^uft  by  bi$  Spirit  Qp«q  tt»  uoder Aaodiagsof  inm»  or  chff 
^Q  aever  cpjsiprqh^oij  fu.oh  ipyAeries.  Saiu^  nuji  have  ftfOQg 
9^l9ri4  fm9iy  Aod  by  i(9pfQ^QmPftt  of  theiB,  are  become  ctgifCr 
^y^d  ia  ^e  myilertes  of  oat^re.  Who  nsore  acute  than  tissc  bear 
theii  (age?  ?  Yet,,  to  the«.  the  goQ^l  feemed  fooliflincli,  i  Cor. 
t  a'^.  Aoftio  cQpfgj05?s,  that  bcforre  bis  coaverfiaa*  he  often, fel(t 
fijs  fpif it  fveil  vi^uch  offeacQ  and  contempt  of  the  gotpel ;  ^od 
))9  defpifiug  it,  f{ki4  ^fiiign^Hf  ejps  parvuhi  i  **  be.  focmoad  to 
l«  t»ecQ9ie  9  child  %ain."  Bradwardine,  that  profottod  dofior, 
l^iuroed  'Hfqm  <kd  HHpf^ttm*  e?ea  to  a  wonder^  piofeilea  that 
^hep  b^  rea4  Paal'9  cpiAlj?Si»  he  contemned  thesis  becaufi:  in 
^^f^  b$  foQ^dyflf^t  a. saetaphyfical  wit  Sm-ely  it  ia  poffibln  a 
^^  ii^aj»  wah  B^if^ng^rm,  be  able  to  difpuj^  ak  wmiJtiMh 
qF every  pcHOt  of  kr^M^l^gQ  ;  to  '^uravel  aajtoro  frpm  tbe  eedar 
If^  Lebmmt  tjO  ihp  hg^fpjp  on  the  wall ;  and  yet  be  as  blind  as  n 
|>^c  10  the  knpwkdgeot  Chri^.  *  Y<a»  k  lapoiffibienman^ 
iiB4<9rflstf»diog  m^y  tie.toprQYedhy  tbegofpct  ta  a  great  abiftp 
tj  in  the  literal  knowledge  of  2t«  &  a$  to  be  able  to  expoaoi 
ffae  fcr4pt«re^  ^rihodoilji,  4n4  enlighten  others,  by  them^  as  it 
If  M^t.  vg.  g» :?,  Tha  Scribes  and  Pharifees  were  vrell  acquainth 
igd  with  tfti?  folptureaof  the  Old  Tp&^vuzxa  j^yea,  fncb  were 
^^tr  abititiesA  an4  elUsm  axRong  ^his  people  K)r  ihem,  that 
^c  apoOlc  fliles  them  ih'^privcis  of  this  tuerid^  i  Gon  ii.  8v 
^ot}  yet  noiMH^^gnding  Chrifi  trnly  cajla  theqp  hUnd  guidesi^ 
](4at.  KKXii}.  TUi  CHfill  open  the  heart,  we  o^n  know  nothing 
<>f  hini,  or  frf  his  wUi>  as,  wo  ought  to  know  it.  So  experii- 
l^eptaUy  trueis  tha^ofthutpoftJe,  i  Cor.  ii.  14,  |j.  ^''Thc 
**  oatiiral  map  reccl^etb  not  the  thiaga  of  the  fpirit  of  Gqd,  % 
«^  th.^  are  foc>ii(hneis  tp  htm ;  neither  can  he  know  tjiona,  bc- 
^^*   cai^  ihcy  are  fpiruMally  difcerned^    Bat  ha  that  is  fpi^it]3a^, 

*  TT^e  rooft  refined  and  ingenious  fort  of  unrcgencrate  men  have 
^^Qtlufig  i»  th«»  wjjjicb  i%  «iQr>c  %«eeHra«  than  eommwi  grtc»;  and 
^ofomcMI  grape.  \m^  th^m  in  th^  itan^  ef  oftture>  uadec  the  power 
^  Qb,  and  i^  ibe  vQry  fi|b«fhs  gf  Wk  whQlly  atthaeawn^iidcaf 
^i^aii.  And  iCany  b^^vr  \\Htk  otbc^rwife,  l^t  hun  take  hoed  chait  er 
"irWy  th^UghiL^o*  pm  ^^\  hifl  f*(t  tp  Um  iinregehciate  and  rurfed 
(for  ercrmore,    pr.  Chen  flits  Divin.  Trinum^  />*  4iQ^3fq»   . 
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••  judgeth  all  things ;  yet  he  himfelf  is  judged  of  no  man.'* 
The  ipiritual  man  can  judge  and  dilccra  the  carnal  man,  but  the 
carnal  man  wants  a  faculty  to  judge  of  the  ipiritual  man:  as  a 
snaa  chat  carries  a  dark  lanthorn,  can  fee  another  by  its  light,  but 
the  other  cannot  difcern  him.  Such  is  (he  difietence  betwixt 
pcrfons  whole  hearts  Chrill  hath,  or  hath  ndt  opened. 

2,  Chrift's  opening  the  underftanding,  implies  the  infufRclen- 
cy  of  all  external  means,  bow  excellent  foever  they  are  in  them- 
ielfcs,  to  operate  favingly  tipon  men,  till  Chrift  by  his  power 
opens  the  foul,  and  fo  makes  them  efFeftual.  •  What  excellent 
preachers  were  Kaiah  and  Jeremiah  to  the  Jews  ?  The  tormsr 
Ipake  of  Chrifc  noore  like  an  Evangelift  of  the  New  than  a  pro* 
phet  of  the  Old  Td'tament ;  the  latter  was  a  moft  convidive 
and  patbetical  preacher:  yet  the  one  complaitis,  Ifa.  Itii.  i. 
••*  Who  hath  believed  our  report  ?  and  to  whom  i?  the  arm  of 
**  the  Lord  revealed  ?"  The  other  laments  the  fuccefslcfnefs  of 
his  miniftry,  Jcr.  vi.  18.  **  I'he  bellows  are  burnt,  the  lead  is 
•*  confumed  of  the  fire,  the  founder  melteth  in  vain."  Under  the 
New  Tcftamcnt,  what  people  ever  enjoyed'  fuch  choice  btips 
(Sod  means,  as  thole  that  lived  under  the  miniftry  of  Chrift  and 
the  apoftles  ?  Yet  how  many  remained  ftill'in  darkncfs?  Matt. 
xi.  27.  **  We  have  piped  to  you,  but  ye  have  not  danced ;  we 
**  have  mourned  unto  you,*  but  ye  have  not  lamented.  Ntithtr 
the  delightful  airs  of  mercy,  nor  the  doleful  ditties  of  judgment, 
could  affeft  or  move  their  hearts. 

And  indeed  if  you  fearch  into  the  reafon  of  it,  you  will  be 
iatisfied,  that  the  choiceft  means  can  do  nothing  upon  the  heart, 
till  Chrill  by  his  Spirit  open  it,  becaufe  ordinances  work  nota$ 
natural  caufes  do :  for  then  the  cfFedt  would  always  follow  iin- 
lefs  miraculoufly  hindred ;  and  it  would  be  equally  wonderful, 
that  all  that  hear  ftiould  not  be  converted,  as  that  the  three 
children  (hould  be  in  the  fiery  furnace  fo  long,  and  yet  not  be 
burned  :  no,  it  works  not  as  natural,  but  as  a  moral  caufe,  whofe 
efficacy  depends  on  the  gracious  and  arbitrary  concurrence  of 
the  Spirit.  "  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  liftcth.*'  John  iii.  B. 
The  ordinances  are  like  the  pool  of  Bel hefda,*  John  v.  4.  At 
a  certain  time  an  angel  came  down  and  troubled  the  waters,  arid 
then  they  had  a  healing  virtue  in  them.     So  the.  Spirit  cooci 

♦  W^e  maintain  a  twofold  mianner  of  prophetic  teaching,  the  one 
immediate,  the  other  mediate ;  by  the  former,  with  feme  help  of  die 
latter,  men's  minds  may  be  enlightened,  and  their  hearts  inclined 
\B  the  obedience  of  faith  :  by  the  latter  neither  of  thefe  effc<as  can 
Ibc  produced  without  the  help  of  the  former.  Sj^nopjis  purior,  Tkfti* 
d'ljf.  XXVI.  /.  31^.' 
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down  at  certain  times  in  the  word,  and  opens  the  heart;  and 
then  it  becomes  the  power  of  God  to  faivation.  So  that  when 
ybu  fee  fouls  daily  iitting  under  excellent  and  choice  means,'  and 
remain  dead  ft  ill,  you  piay  fay  as  Martha  did  to  Chrift  of  her 
brother  Lazarus,  Lord,  if  hou  hadll  been  here  they  had  not  re- 
mained dead.  If  thou  hadft  been  in  this  fcrmon,  it  had  noi  beea 
lb  ioeff^lual  to  them. 

'   3.  it  implies"  the  utter  Jmpotency  of  man  to  opeti  his  o\va 
heart,  and  thereby  make  the  word  effcdluai  to  his  own  converfioa 
and  lalvatioh.     He  that  at  firft  faid,  **  let  there  be  light,"  and  iC 
Was  io,  muft  (bine  into  our  hearts,  or  they  will  never  be  faving- 
ly  enlightened,     f  2  Cor.  iv.  4,  6.     A  doub««.  mifcry  lies  upoa 
a  great  part  of  mankind,  viz,  Impotency  and  Pride,     They 
have  not  only  loft   the  liberty  and  freedom  of  their  wills,  but 
with  it  have  io  far  loft  their  underftanding  and.  humility  as  not 
to  own  it.     But,  alas  !  Man  is  become  a  mod  impotent  creature 
by  the  fall ;  fo  far  from  being  able  to  opca  his  own  heart, 
that  he  cannot  know  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  i  Cor.  ii.  14.  can- 
not believe,  John  vi.  44.  cannot  obey,  Rom.  viii.  7.  cannot 
ipeak  one  good  word,  Mat.  xii.  34.  cannot  think  one  good 
thought,    %  Cor.  iii.  5.  cannot  do  one  good  aft,   John  xv.  5. 
0  what  a  helplefs  (hiftlefs  thing  is  a  poor  firincr !  Suitably  to  this 
ftate  of  inopotence,  converfion  is  in  fcripture  calkd  regeneration, 
John  iii   3.  a  refucreftion  from  the  dead,  Eph.  ii.  5.  a  creation^ 
Eph.  ii.  10,  a  viftory,  2  Cor.  x.  5.      Which  doth  not  only  im- 
ply men  to  be  purely  paifive  in  his  converfion  to  God,  but  a 
renitency,  and  oppofition  made  to  that  power  which  goes  forth 
from  God  to  recover  hjm. 

Laftlyy  Chrift*s  opening  the  underftanding  imports  his  divine 
power,  whereby  he  is  able  to  fubdue  all  things  to  himielf^ 
Who  but  Godkiiows  the  heart  ?  X  Who  but  a  God  can  unlock 
and  opf  n  it  at  pleafurp  ?  Np  mere  creature,  no  not  the  angels 
themfelves,  who  foi*  thtir  large  underftandings  arc  called  ia- 
leJligcncies,  can  command  or  open  the  heart.  We  may  Hand 
and  knock  at  mens  hearts,  till  our  own  ake;  but  no  opening 
till  Chrift  coinc.     He  can  fit  a  key  to  all  the  crofs  wards  of  the 

f  It  muft  therefore  be  acknowledged,  that  fuch  is  oar  infufficien- 
cy  of  ouifelves  in  all  refpeds,  that  tlie  heavenly  do^lrine  cannot  be 
profitable  to  us,  or  have  its  due  cffed:,  except  fo  far  as  the  Spirit 
both  fiorms  our  mipds  to  underfknd  it,  and  oar  hearts  io  fubmit  to 
it.     Calvin  on  this  place, 

X  He  who  indiutfteth  hearts>  has  his  feat  in  heaT<;n« 

Vol.  I.  T 
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will,  and  with  fweet  efficacy  open  it,  and  that  without  any 
force  of  violence  to  it.  Thefe  things  arc  carried  in  this  part 
of  his  oflBcc,  cdnCMng  in  opening  the  heart  :  which  -wad  ihfi^ 
6x0:  thin^T  propounded  for  explication. 

tlecondly.  In  the  next  place,  let  us  fee  by  what  afts  Jefui 
Chrift  performs  this  work  oF  his,  and  what  way  and  method  be 
takes  to  open  the  hearts  of  finners. 

And  there  are  two  priilcipal  ways,  by  which  Chrift  opens 
the  undcrftacfdings  and  hearts  of  men,  viz.  By  his  Word  and 
Spirit.  V 

I.  By  his  word;  to  this  end  was  Paal  comnfiifTioBated  and 
fent  to  preach  tLi^f^ofpel,  Afts  xxvi.  i8.  *'  To  open  thfir  eyes, 
•*  and  turn  them  frotn  darkuefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
**  Satan  to  God/*  The  Lord  can,  if  he  plcafcs,  accompli (hthii 
Immediatdy  ;  but  though  he  can  do  it,  he  will  not  do  it  ordinary 
\j  without  means,  bccaufe  he  will  honour  his  own  inftitatibnsi 
Therefore  you  (hall  obfervc,  that  when  Lyd la's  heart  was  to  W 
opened,  '*  there  appeared  unto  Paul  a  man  of  Macedonia,  wh<J 
**  prayed  him,  fa^^ing,  come  over  into  Macedonia,  and  help  us," 
Afts  xix.  9.  God  will  keep  up  the  repuiation  of  his  ordinaaceS 
among  men  :  and  though  hb  hath  not  tied  himfelf,-'7et  he  hath 
tied  us  to  them.  Cornelius  muft'fend  for  Peter  r  God  can  make 
the  earth  produce  corn,  as  it  dijj  at  firft^  without  cultivation  and 
labour  J  but  he  that  (hall  now  expcft  it  in  the  negledl  of  jfliieans, 
may  perifh  for  want  of  bread. 

-    2.  BAit  the  ordinances  in  ihemfekes  eannot  do  it,  as  I  noted  ' 
before-,  and  therefore  Jcfus  Chrift  hath  lent  forth  the  Spirit, 
who  is  his  Pror^x,  his  vicegerent,  to- carry- on  this  work  upcsi 
the  hearts  6i  his  ek6l.     And  when  the  Spirit  comes  down  4ip- 
on  the  foul's,  in^he  adminiftration  of  the  ordinances,  he  efFec^ 
tually  open^  the  heart  to  receive  the  Lord  Jcfus,  by  the  hear- 
ing of  faith.  ,  He  Ueaks  in  upon  the  underftanding  and  confci- 
enceby  powerful  conviftions  and  compunctions :  fomoch  that 
Word,  John  xvi.  8.  imports,    "  He  fti^ll  convince  the  world  rf 
♦*  fm  ;"  convinceby  dear  demon ftration  fl,  fuch  as  inforces  efliotj 
(o  that  the  foul  cannot  bnt  yield  it  to  be  fo;  and  yet  the  dopi 
of  the  beart  is  not  opened,  till  he  has  alfo  put  forth  his  power 
wpon^the  will,  andi^byafwcetand  fecret  efficacy,  overcome  all 
its  reludtations,  and  the  foul  be  made  willing  In  the  day  of  bit 
power.    When  this  is  doQCy   the  heart  is  opened  :  laving  iig^t 

II  Td  jwu  ^vVuLTtv  ttXMvi  txuTf  «XA*  iflof  Aiy«,'e8».  DemorftratioD  b 
an  argunaent  making  vnttk  know  the  in^poJUbiUty  of  a  thing's  being 
utherwife  than  as  we  alErm.     ^rtji.  > 
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jQos¥  fliiaes  la  it;  -aad  this  ^ght  itc  yp^  (h|e  Spklt  bji.ihe  foul 
is, 

i;  A  nexv  light  in  which  all  things  appear  far  o,thcrwlfe  thaii 
4hey  did  before.  The  nances  Chriji  and  fiUp,  the  wor4§  htavefi 
and  i^W/  ha\^e  another,  found  in  that  man's  eaxs^  than  formerly 
they  had.  When  h€  comes  to  read  the  lame  fqriptures,  whicji 
pofHbly  he  had  read  a  hundred  times  hefore,  h$  wonders  he 
ftiouid  be  fo  blind  as  he  was,  to  overlook  fuch  great,  fveighty, 
and  concerning  things  as  he  now  beholds  in  tht^  ;  and  iaith, 
where  were  mine  eyes,  that  I  could  never  fee  thele  things  be- 
fore ?  . » 

2.  It  is  a  ytxj  affedling  Ught  %  a  light  that  hath  heat  and 
powerful  influences  with  it,  which  nukes  deep  impre£ions  on 
the  heart.  Hence  they  whofe  eyes  the  great  prophet  opens, 
are  feid  to  be  "brought  out  of  darkncfs  into  his  marvelioHS 
'**  light,'*  I  Pet.  H.  9.  The  foul  is  gireatly  afFefl-ed  with  what  it 
fees.  The  beams  of  light  are  contrajfted  and  twifted  together 
jo  the  mind;  and  being  refle£ledou  jthe  hearts  and  alfc^^ions, 
jbon  cau(e  them  to  fmoak  and  burn.  '*  Did  not  our  hearts  burp 
•*  within  us,  whiift  he  talked  with  us,  and  opened  to  us  the 
**  fcriptures  ?" 

3.  And  it  is  ^  growing  Ught^  like  the  light  of  th^  morning, 
which  '*  (hines  more  and  more  unto  the.perfeft  day,"  Prov.  iv. 
18,.   When  the  Spirit  firft  opens  the  underftanding,  he  doth  not 

^ive  it  at  once  a  full  fight  of  all  truths,  or  a  full  ienfe  of  the 
power,  fweetn^fs  and  goodnefs  of  at^y  truth  ;  bqt  thp  foul  ia 
the  ufe  of  means  grows  up  to  a  grealer  clearncfs  day  by  day  : 

its   knowledge  grows  extenJiveJy  in  mes^fure,  and  intenfively  in 

.'power  and  efficacy.  And  thus  the  Lord  Jefus  by  his  Spirit  o- 
p^ns  the  underdanding;  Now  the  ^eof  this  follows  ii)  iive 
praftfcal  dednftions. 

Inference  i.  If  this  be  the. work  and  office  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  to 
open  the  undetflandings  of  mtiis  j  hence,  we  infer  the  miferies 

•Jthat  lie  tcpon  ihofe  men^  whofe   underjiandings^    to    this  day^ 

.Jefus  Chrift  hath  not  opened;  of  whom  we  may  fay,  as  it  is 
I>eut.  xxix.  4.  *'  To  this,  day  Chrift  ha,th,not  given  them  eyes 
**  to  fee."  Natural  bHndnefs^  whereby  we  are  deprived  of  the 
light  of  this  world,  is  fad  ;:  but  fpiritual  blindnefs  is  much  morp 

tfo.  See  how  dolefully  their  cafe  is  reprele«ted,  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4. 
•'  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft ;  wbofe 

.<«  eyes  ibe  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded,  leil  the  light  of  the 
•*  glorious  gofpel  o£  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  fhould 
^*  (hine  unto  them :"  he  means  a  total  and  final  concealment  of 

T  a 
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the  faving  power  of  the  word  ft  om  them.  Why,  what  if  jcfos 
Chriit  withhold  it,  and  will  not  be  a  prophet  to  them,  what  is 
their  condition  ?  Truly  no  better  than  loA  men.  It  is  hid  t«{ 
m9Fc\>iVftif6ti,  to  them  that  are  to  perifh,  or  be  deftroycd.  Thfe 
blindnels,  like  the  covering  of  the  face,  or  tying  the  handkerchief 
over  the  eyes,  is  in  order  to  their  turning  off  into  htll.  More 
particularly,  bccaufe  the  point  is  of  deep  conccrDmcnt,  let  us 
confider, 

I.  The  jmlgment  injli^ed,  and  that  is  fpiritual  Windnefs.  A 
ft>rc  mifery  indeed  !  Not  an  univerfal  ignorance  of  aU  truths,  0 
BO  !  iiT  natural  and  moral  truths  they  are  oftentimes  acute,  and  , 
(harp-fighted  men ;  but  in  that  part  of  knowledge  which  wraps 
up  eternal  life,  John  xvii.  2,  there  they  are  utterly  blinded  :  As 
it  is  faid  of  the  Jews,  upon  whom  this  mifery  lies,  that  blmtinefs 
in  part  is  happened  to  J/rael.  They  are  learned  and  knowing 
pcrfons  in  other  matters,  but  they  know  not  Jefus  Chrift  ;  there 
is  the  grand  and  fad  defeft. 

1.  ThefuhjeSf  of  this  judgment,  the  mind,  which  is  the  eye  of 
the  foul.     If  it  were  but  upon  the  body,  it  would  riot  be  fo 
confiderable  ;  this  falls  immediately  upon  the  ibul,  the  nobleft 
part  of  man,  and  upon  the  mind,  the  higheft  and  nobleft  faculty 
of  the  foul,  whereby  we  underftand,  think,  and  reafon.     This  in 
fcripture  i«  called  ^rtivfiet  the'fpirit,    the   intelkftual  rational   1 
faculty,  which  the  philofophers  call  to  Dyj^ovaw,  the  leading   | 
dire6^ive  faculty*  which  is  to  the  foul  what  the  natural  eye  is  ' 
to  the  body.     Now  the  foul  beifig,  the  moft  aftive  and  refUe& 
thing  in  the  world,  always  working,  and  its  leading  direftive  pow- 
er blind,  judge  what  a  lad  and  dangerous  flate  fuch  a  foul  is  in; 
juft  like  a  fiery  high- mettled  horfe,  whofe  eyes  are  out,  fuirioufly 
carrying  his  rider  upon  rocks,  pits  and  dangerous  precipices.    I 
remember  Chryfoftom,  fpeaking  of  the  lofs  of  a  foul,  feith,  that 
the  lofs  of  a  member  of  the  body  is  nothing  to  it ;  fOr,  faith  he, 
if  a  man  lofe  an  eye,  ear,  hand  or  foot,  there  is  another  to  fupply 
its  want:    Omnia  Devs  dedit  duplicia,    **  God  hath  given  us 
**  thofc  members  double  ;*'  animam  vero  unam,  *'  but  he  hath 
«•  not. given  us  two  fouls,"  that  if  one  be  lofl,  yet  the  other 
xniy  be  faved.     Surely  it  were  better  for  thee,  reader,   to  have 
every  member  of  thy  body  made  the  feat  and  fuhjedl  of  the  molV 
exquifite  racking  torments,  than  for  fpiritual  blindnefs  to  befal 
thy  foul.     Moreover, 

^.  Confider  the  indifiernahlenefs  of  thir  judgment  to  the 
foul  on  whom  it  lies:  they  know  it  not,  no  more  than  a  man 
knows  that  he  is  afleep.  Indeed  'tis  **  the  fpirit  of  a  deep  flee? 
"  pcjurcdout  upon  ibem  from  the  Lord,"  Ifa.  xxix.  10.  like 
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I     that  which  bcfel  Adam  when  God  opened  his  fide,  arid  took  oat 
'  a  rib.  This  renders  their  mifery  theniOre  remedilels  :  **  Btcaufe 
**  ye  fay  you  lee,  therefore  your  fin  remaineth,"  Jolia  ix.  41. 
'  Once  more,  ^ 

4,  Coofider  the  tendency  and  effeds  of  it.  What  doth  this 
tend  to  but  eternal  ruin  ?  for  hereby  wc  are  cut  oiF  from  the 
only  remedy.  The  foul  that's  fo  blinded,  can  never  lee  fin, 
lior  a  Saviotir;  but,  like  the  Egyptiam  during  the  palpable 
darknefs,  fits  ftill,  and  moves  not  after  its  own  recovery.  And 
as  roin  is  that  to  which  it  rends,  fo  in  order  thereto,  it  renders 
all  the  ordinances  and  duties  wndcr  which  that  font  comes,  al- 
together ufelefs  and  inelFcdlual  to  its  lalvation.  He  comes  to 
the*  word,  and  fees  others  melted  by  it,  but  to  him  it  fignifics 
Dothjng.  O  what  a  heavy  ftroke  of  God  is  this  I  Moft  wretch- 
ed is  their  cafe,  to  whom  Jefus  Chrift  will  not  apply  this  eyc- 
falve,  that. they  may  lee.  Did  you  but  underftand  the  mifery 
offuch  a  flaie,  if  Chrift  (hould  fay  to  you,  as  he  did  to  the  blind 
man,  Matt.xx.33.  "  What  wilt  thou  that  1  (hould  do  for  thee?** 
Yuu  would  return  as  he  did,  *'  Lord,  that  my  eyes  may  be  o- 
"  pened." 

Inference  2 .  If  Jefus  Chrift  be  the  great  Prophet  of  the  church, 
thenfurely  he  wili  iakefpecial  care  both  of  the  church  and  the  UU' 
derjbepherds  appointed  by  him  to  feed  them  :  elle  both  the  ohje&s 
^ttdinjiruments  upon  and  by  which  he  executes  his  office^  muft 
fail,  and  confequcntly  this  glorious  office  be  in  vain.  Hence  he 
isfaid  **  to  walk  among  the  golden  candlefticks,'*  Rev.  i.  13.  and 
Rev.  ii.  1.  "  to  hold  the  ftars  in  his  light  band."  Jefus  Chrift 
inftrumentally  opens  the  underftandings  of  men  by  preaching  of 
the  gofpel ;  and  whilft  there  is  an,  q\tO:  foul  to  be  converted, 
or  a  convert  to  be  farther  illuminated,  means  fhall  not  fail  to 
accomplifh  it  by. 

Inference  3.  Hence  you  that  are  yet  in  darknefs,  may  be  di- 
rked to  whom  to  apply  yourfclvcs  for  (living  knowledge.  'Tis 
(thrift,  that  hath  the  fovereign  eye-falve,'  that  can  cure  your  blind- 
ncfs  * ;  he  only  hath  the  key  of  the  houfe  of  David  ;  he  opens, 
and  no  man  (hutteth.  O  that  I  might  periuade  you  tofet  your- 
felves  in  his  way,  under  the  ordinances,  and  cry  to  him,  '*  Lord, 

*  So  thick  ih  that  catara^  which  is  grown  over  the  eye  of  ou^ 
undcrftancling,'that  none  tut  God  can  touch  it.  Chrift  was  fent  to 
be  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  fo  he  enlightens  fhe  medium  ;  and  to  o- 
pen  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  fo  he  heals  the  organ  ^  he  is  the  only  ©♦ 
culifl  :  Firmin's  Real  Cbrifiian^  p.  ^o^. 
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^'  ^t  my  eyps  may  be  opened."  Three  thiogf  4tre  isairveioafly 
^acoar.agtDg  to  you  io  tQ  do. 

.  I.  .God  t^e  FdtbtT  hath  put  him  iato  this  office,  for  the  core 
of  fuch  as  you  be,  Ifa.  xlix.  6. ''  I  will  give  thee  for  a  light  to  tbi: 
^''  CfeatUes,  that  thou  may'A  be  my  ialvatioo  to  the  eud  of  the 
i*  eanh/VThis  osay  furotAi  you  with  ao  argumeat  to  plead  for 
^  cure.  Why  do.  you  not  go  to  God,  and  fay.  Lord,  didfl  tboa 
glfeJefiisChriftaeommlfTioa  tQ  c^eo  the  blind  eyes  ?  Behold 
me,  Loijd,  foch  aone  am  ^,  a  poor,  dark,  igporant  foul.  Didil 
thfiu  giye  him  to  be  thy  falvatioa  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ?  Ko 
place  octr  people  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  that  right ;  and 
Aall  I  ftill  remain  in  the  (badow  of  death  ^  O  that  unto  me  he 
lEug^t  be:a  faviog  light  alfo  ?  The  beft  and  mod  excellent  worJc 
4bat.ev)er  thou  wroughteft,  brings  thee  no  glory  till  it  comes  ia- 
te  the  light  1  O  let  me  fee  and  admire  ii !  - 

'  2.  Tis  cncQuragiog  to  think,  that  Je/us  Chrifl  hath  oBuaHf 
cpenfd  the  eyes  of  them  that  v>ere  as  dark  and  ignorant  as  you  are. 
He  faa.th  re^vealed  .thofe  things  to  babes,  jhat  have  been  hid  from 
4jae  wife  and  prudent.  Matt.  xi.  25.  *"  The  law  of  the  Lord 
•*  is  perfeft,  making:  wife  the  fimplc,"  Pfal.  xix.  7.  And  if 
yon  loc^  among^hofe  whom  ChriA  hath  enlightened,  you  will 
not  find  "  many  wKe  after  the  fiefh,  many  mighty,  or  noble; 
,**  but  the  foolUh,  weak,  bafe,  and  defpifed  ;  thefe  are  they  on 
^^  whom  he  bath  glorified  the,  riches  of  his  grace,"  .1  Cor.  L 
26,  17.  ,  ^ 

.  3.  And  is  it  not  yet  further  encouraging  to  you,  ^hat  toAer- 
to  he  hath ,  mercifully  continued  you  under  the  means  of  light  > 
Why  is  not  the  light  of  the  gofpel  put  out  ?  Why  are  times  and 
jEeafoas  of  g^ace  continued  to  you,  if  God  have  no  further  defiga 
<>f^goad  to  your  fouis?  Be  not  therefore  difcouraged,  but 
wait  on  the  Lord  in  the  ufe  of  means,  that  you  may  yet  bj: 
healed. 

..  ^lefi.  If  you  alk.  What  can  we  do  to  put  ourfelves  into  the 
HiVj  of  the  Spirit,  in  order  to  fuch  a  cure  ? 

^^7.  I  fay,  though  you  cannot  do  any  thing  that  can  make 
thsc  gofpel  cffeciruai,  yet  the  Spirit  of  God  can  make  thofe 
fpeaAs  you  are  capable  of  uiing  efiedual,  if  he  pleafe  to  coocor 
with  them.  And  it  is  a  certain  truth,  that  your  inability  to 
^  ^o  what  is  abpvc  your  power,  doth  no  ways  e^^cufe  you  irom 
doing  what  is  within  the  conpafs  of  your  power  to  do.  I  knov 
110  a6l  that  is  faving,  can  be  done  without  ihc  concurrence  of 
fpiritual  grace  ;  yea,  and  no  acl  that  hath  a  remote  order  and 
tendency  thereto,   without  a  more  general  co&courfe  kA  Cod*s 
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affiftance  j  but  herein  he  is  not  behind- hand  withjrod.     Let  me 
therefore  adyiie, 

1.  That  you  diligently  attend  upon  an  able,  faithful  and  fearcif^ 
tng  minijlry,  N^gledl  60  opportunity  Gold  affords  ydu;  for 
how  know  yon  but  that  may  be  the  time  of  mcrqr  to  your  foul  I 
If  he  that  lay  fo  many  years  at  the  poo\  of  Bethejda^  had  beett 
wanting'but  that  hour  when  the  angel  came  down  and  troubfed' 
the  waters,  he  had  not  been  healed. 

2.  Satisfy  not  yourfeives  with  hearing,  but  confidir  ivbat  y6u^ 
hear.  Allow  time  torcflcft  upon  what  God  hathfpokeiuoyoiri* 
What  power  is  there  In  man  more  excellent,  or  more  appro- 
priate to  the  reafonable  nature,  than  its  reflexive  and  lelf  confi** 
dbring  power?  There  is  little  hope  of  any  good  t6  be  done' 
upon  your  fouls,  till  you  begin  to  go  albne,  and  become  think-. 
Ing  men  and  woniea  :  Here  all  converfion  beginfJ.  I  know,  a 
feverer  talk  can  hardly  be  impofed  upon  a  carnal  heart.  *Tis  a* 
hard  thing  to  bringaman  and  himfelf  together  upon  this  account  r 
but  this  muft  ht^  if  ever  the  Lord  do  ymir  fouls  good.  Pfal*  hri^ 
4.  '*  Comm one  with  yodr  own  hearts." 

2-  Labour  to  fee ^  and  ingenuoudy  confefs  the  infafjictenty  tf- 
aU your  other  knowledge  to  do  you' good.  What  if  yoti  had? 
never  lb  mu^h  fkili  and  knowledge  in  other  myfteries?  What 
if  you  be  never  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  letter  of  the  fcrip*' 
tme?  What  if  you  had  an  angelical  illumination?  This  cant 
never  fave  thy  foul.  Ko,  aU  thy  knowledge  fignifles  nothingf 
till.tiie -Lord* (hew  thee  by  fpt^cial  light  the  de^ored  ftatc  6i 
thy  own  heart,  and  a  faving  fight  of  Jefus  Chrii%  thy  only  re-- 
nlcdy. 

Inference  4.  Since  then  there  is  a  common  light,  affd  fpecial 
faving  light,  wjiich  none  but  Chrift  can  give,  //  is  therefore  tki$ 
concernment  of  every  one  of  you  to  try  what  your  light  is.  "  Wc 
**  know,  (faith  the  apoftle,  i  Cor.  viii.  i.)  that  we  all  have? 
**  knowledge."  O  but  what,  and  whence  is  it  ?  Is  it  the  light  of 
Kfe  fpringing  from  Jcfas  Chrifl:,  that  bright  and  tfiotfling  ftar. 
Or  only  fuch  as  the. Devils  and  flamned  have?  Thefc  lights 
differ, 

1.  In  their  very  kind  and  natures.  The  one  \t  heavenly, 
fupematural,  and  fpiritiaal ;  'the  other  earthly,  and  n^atural, 
the  cSfea  of  a  better  conftituiida   or  education,    James  iii. 

2.  They  differ  moft  apparently  in  their  ejfe^s  and  opera* 
tions.  The  light  that  comes  in  a  fpeclal  way  from  Chrift,  i* 
humbling;  atoafing,  and*  fouJ^emptyiug  light :  by  it  a  mati  feei 
the  vikaeis  of  his  own  aature  and  praifpoe,  which^t>dgets4^1&» 
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loathinft  in  him;  but  natural  light,  on  the  contrary,  puiFs  up,  . 
and  exalts,  makes  the  heart  fwell  with  felf  conceitednefs,  i  Cor. 
viii.  I. 

The  light  of  Chrift  is  praElical  and  operative,  flill  urging 
the  loul,  yea  lovingly  conflniinitig  it  to  obedience.  No  iooft' 
cr  did  it  fhiue  into  Paul's  heart,  but  prcfently  he  a(ks,  **  Lord, 
*•  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?*'  A6ls  ix.  6.  .  It  bi  ought  forik 
fruit  in  the  Coloffinns,  fem  the  firft  day  it  came  to  them,  Col.. 
i.  6. ;  but  the  other  fptnds  itlelf  in  impractical  notions,  and  is 
detained  in  unrightcoufiuls,  Rom.  i.  iS.  The  light  ofChrift 
is  powei  tully  transformutive  of  its  iubjt  6ls,  changing  the  man, 
in  whom  it  is,  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  2  Cor. 
ili.  i«  But  common  light  leaves  rhe  heart  as  dead,  as  arnaf 
and  fenOiai,  as  if  no  light  ^t  all  were  in  it. 
•  In  a  word,  All  faving  light  endears  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  loul; 
lod  as  it  could  not  .value  him  before  it  (aw  him,  fo  when  once 
he  appears  to  the  fonl  in  his  6wn  lij  ht,  be  is  appreciated  and  en- 
dcared  unfpeakably  :  then  none  but  Chrift ;  all  is  buttlung,  that 
he  may  win  Chrift :  none  in  heaven  but  him,  nor  in  earth  defira-. 
blc  in  comparifoii  of  him.  But  no  fuch  effcft  flows  from  ca- 
toral  common, knowledge. 

3.  They  differin  their  ijfues.  Natural  common  knowledge 
vanifhcth,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  \  Cor.  xiii.  8.  'Tis  but  2k  May- 
flower,  and  dies  in  its  month.  *'  Doth  not  their  excellency  that 
**  is  in  them  go  away  ?"  Job  iv.  2 1 .  But  this  that  fprings  from 
Chrift  is  perfeded,  not  deftroyed  by  death  :  it  fprings  up  into 
cverlafting  life.  The  foul  in  which  it  is  fubjefted,  carries  it 
away  with  it  into  glory.  '  Johnxvii.  2.  this  light  is  life  eternal. 
Now  turn  in,  and  compare  yourfelves  with  thefe  rules :  let  uot 
falfe  light  deceive  you.  , 

Inference  5.  Laftly,  How  are  they  obliged  to  love ^  ferve^  and 
honour  Jefus  Chriji^  whom  he  hath  enlightened  with  th^  faving 
knowledge  of  him  felf  ?  O  that  with  hands  and  hearts  lifted  up  to 
heaven,  ye  would  ad6re  the  free  grace  of  Jefus  Chrift  toyow 
fouls  ?  How  many  round  abont  you  have  their  eyes  clofed,  and 
^their  hearts  fliut  up  !  How  many  are  in  datknefs,  and  there  arc 
like  to  remain,  till  they  come  to  the  blackncfs  of  darKneis,  which 
is  referved  for  them  ?  O  what  a  pleafant  thing  is  it  for  yourtyes 
to  fee  the  light  of  this  w^orld  !  But  what  is  it  for  the  eye  of  year 
mind  to  fee  God  in  Chrift  ?  To  fe6  fuch  ravifhing  fights  as  the 
obje<^s  of  faith  are  ?  and  to  have  fuch  a  pledge  as  this  given  you 
of  the  blefHd  vifions  of  glory  r  for  in  this  light  you  fljatl/ee  light, 
BlcfsGod,  and  t>oaIl  not :  rejoice  inyourlighi,  but  be  not  prood 
ei  it :  aud  beware  ye  fin  not  agaiuft  the  belt  andbigheft  light 
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in  this  world.  If  God  were  fo  incenfed  agalnft  the  Heathens 
fordifobeyiog  the  light  of  nature,  what  is  it  in  you  to  fm  with 
eyes  clearly  illuminated  with  the  purcft  light  that  ftiines  in  this 
world  ?  You  know,  God  charges  it  upon  Solomon,  i  Kings  xi. 
p.  that  he  turned  from  the  way  of  obedience,  after  the  Lard  had 
appeared  to  him  twice,  Jefus  Chrill  intended  when  he  opened 
your  eyes,  that  your  eyes  (hould  dire^  your  feet.  Light  is  a 
fpecialhelp  to  obedience,  andobcdience  a  Angular  help  to  ea-* 
creafe  your  light. 

S    E    R    M    O    N      XL 

'Dlfcovers  the  Nature  and  NecefEty  of  the  Pricfthood 
of  Christ.  •   *      . 

HeB.  ix.  23.  //  was  therefore  neceffary  that  the  patterns  ef 
thi^tgs  in  the  Heavens  fhould  be  purified  with  thefe  ;  but  thi 
heavenly  things  them/elves  with  better  facrtfices  ,than  theje^ 

SA  L  V  A  T I  O  N  (as  to  the  aftual  dlfpenf«ion  of  \\)  Is  re*^ 
'Vealed  by  Chrift  as  a  Prophet^  procuredhyVxm  as  a  Prirfl; 
applied  by  him  as  z  Kmg.     In  vain  is  it  revealed,    if  not  pur- 
chafed;  in  vain  revealed  and  purchafed,  if  not  applied.     How 
it  is  revealed,  both  to  us,  and  in  us,  by  our  great  Prophe% 
hath  been  declared.     And  now,  from  the  prophetical  oiffice,  we 
pais  on  to  the  prJeftly  office  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  as  our  Prieft, 
purchafed  our  falvation.     In  this  office  is  contained  the  grand 
relief  for  a  foul  dlftreffed  by  the  guilt  of  fin.     When  all  other 
reliefs  have  been  eflliyed,  it  is  the, blood  of  this  great  facrifice, 
fpriokled  by  faith  upon  the  trembling  confcience,  that  muH  cool, 
refrefti,  and  fweedy  compofe  and  fettle  it.     Now,  feeing  fo  great 
■a  weight  hangs  upon  this  office,  the  apoftlc  induftrioufly  con- 
firms and  commetids  it  in  this  epiftle,  and  more  efpecially  in  this 
xiinth  chapter;  (hewing vhow  it  was  figured  to  the  world  by  the 
cypical  blood  of  the  feaifices,  but  infinitely  excels  them  all : 
tand  as  in  many  other  moft  weighty  rcfpefts,  fo'  principally  in 
jcliis^.that  the  blood  of  thefe  facrifices. did  but  purify  the  types  or 
patterns  of  the  heavenly  things  ;  but  the  blood  of  thif  facrifice 
pt^lEed  or  confederated  the  heavenly  things  themlclves,  fignified 
l>jF"  tbofe  types. 

The  wordsreadi  co^^m  li^o argument jto  prova the  neceffity 
Vol.  L       "  U      . 


of  tfie  ^flM^  up  e^  Chrift,  the  great  Sacrifice^  drarara  ftom  tho 
froportioQ  betwixt  the  types,  aod  things  typified  *.  If  the 
fuiftnary*  mercy- leal,  and  all  tb»gt  pertaining  to  the  fenrice  of 
tlie  tabernacle,  were  to  be  con&aated  by  blood ;  thofe  earthy, 
bat  iacred  types,  by  the  blood  of  bnlU  and  lai^,  iic. ;  mic^ 
naorc  the  heavenly  things  (hadowed  by  them,  oaght  to  be  pori* 
ied  or  oonlecraud  by  betldr  bbod  than  the  blood  of  beads; 
The  blood  eooTecrating  theft,  fliouldaa  much  excel  the  blood 
'that  cpn&aated  thofe,  as  the  heavenly  things  diemielve^  do^  ia 
thtir  own  natnre,  excel  thofe  earthly  (hadows  d  them.  Look, 
what  proportion  tbere/is  between  the  type  and  and-typd,  thi 
like  prof)orKion  alio  is  betwixt  the  blood  that  conliecratcs  them; 
earthly  things  with  coatmoo^  heavenly  thit^  with  the  mofl 
tatceileat  blood. 

So  then,  there  ai«  two  things  to  be  e(^dsdlyoMer«ed  hoe: 
/!r>f»  The  natnre  of  Chctft's  death  and  fuffertngs;  it  had  the 
satnre»  n(e,  andendof  afaaifice;  and  of  all  facrifices  theffloft 
tueUcnt*  St^omdfy^  Ifhe  neceSty  of  his  offering  np ;  ttwii 
aeceflary  to  cocrefnond  with  all  the  types  and  pre%iirations  oif 
it  nnder  the  bw ;  ont  efpedally  it  was  necel&ry  for  the  exfoa^ 
of  fin,  the  pr(4>itiati^g  of  a  juQly  incenfed  God,  and  the  opening 
f  wayCorrccodcikdcvMStQ^oiaBtoGodti?^  Th^poa^lM! 
g^ve  yon  bqta  i^  i% 

Petit,  that  thfmrifice  •fChrifl^  wn  Bigh-pri^  if  n^€^* 
alUni  in  itfiff',  0m  mq/l  mciffary  fir  us* 

Sacrifices  f  are  of  twoloi^ts ;  euchriflicaji,  or  thank-ofFeriogs, 
in  teflification  of  homage,  duty  and  fervice  ;  and  ift  token  of 

etitude  for  mercies^freely  rocei^d :  and  ilq/ikalt  or  expiatory, 
(atisfa^ic^  tojofUcej  and  thereby  the  atoning  and  reooar 

♦  He  coocludes  the  fpre^oing  argument  on  the  neceffity  of  tjt' 
deaiptioo,  from  the  proportion  between  the  types  and  H^  heaveatf 
things:  for,  if  the  things  typically  £icred,  behoved  to  he  purifierf 
with  typical  blood  ;  furely,  the  heavenly  things  behoved  to  be  p«^ 
rified  by  bfeod  fo  much  more  excelling  that  oth<F,  as  thefe  thio^ 
themfelves  excel  their  earthly  types.  The  reaibn  is  plain  :  bectffc 
what  proportion  there  is  between  the  types  and  the  things  typtiM; 
muft  likev^e  take  ^place  as  to  the  Mood  diat  eonftcrateo  thsm^ 
P areas  9n  thii  plac9* 

t  Of  f^cri&ces,  fome  are  typical,  others  are  the  very  things  fip 
niiied  by  the  type  :  and  both  are  of  two  forts,  iX«fCiK««  is^iatn}^ 


t%of God.  Of  ifaiB  hft  Und  i^tt  the  fecnfce  6lfeMl  b^  1^ 
fosOu^fer  OS :  to  this  office  be  was  called  by  God,  Heb.  f. 
J.  In  itlie  wu  ^i^riaed  by  the  vnchangeable  oath  of  God* 
Plal.  ex.  4. ;  for  it,  he  was  fingulariy  qoatified  by  his  iBC^imt^ 
tiMH  Heb.  It.  6»  7. ;  and  all  the  ends  of  4t  he  has  folly  an- 
hmdf  Heb.  i%.  ii>  12. 

My  prefeDt  de%i  it,  from  dui  ici'iptuiv,  10  Open  the  genml 
fiataie  and  abfolute  oeceffity  of  the  prieAhood  of  ChrM  ;  iliew« 
ii^  what  his  priefthood  implia  in  it,  and  ^ow  all  this  was  in<fir* 
paSAAj  necddary  in  order  to  oar  ieoo?cry  Aixn  the  deptorabfc 
ilatQ  of  fin  a^  mifery. 

Aif^  when,  we  will  confid«r,  what  it  fan^ofet  aa^  Iniplies^ 
aad  then,  wherein  it  confifts.  .  And  there  are  fit  things  whidh 
«ifiber  fre-(hMQfi9th»  or  nec^biiy  indodeth  in  it. 

4.  At  firft^ht,  Ufatpp^  man's  nvdU  mid  fiUl  firm  <k4i 
ttd  a  dreadfal  breach  made  thereby  betwiEtGod 
nnd  1^,  eUe  no  need  of  an  atonhig  ftcrifioe.  fie  ndnun  ^ 
^  If  onedted  for  all,  then  wete  dl  dead/'  2  Cor.  OriJtspHi^  ^ 
^.i4.deadinlaw,vtkderfeniieDcetodie,aadihat  tiod^fimd. 
eternally.  In  all  the  ftcrifices,  ftom  Adam  to 
Chrift,  tlife  ^iras  (HH  preached  to  the  world ;  that  there  wast 
fearful  l>reach  betwixt  God  and  man  ^  and  even  ib,  that  joftid; 
leqaired  our  Wood  flionld  be  ftied.  And  the  fire  taming  on  tha 
altar,  which  wholly  bnmt  np  the  faaifice.  was  a  lively  efl|[b]Ma 
of  ihsr  fiery  indignatimi  diat  HioM  devour  the  adverteries. 
Sat  above  all,  when  Chrift,  that  wne  and  great.Sacrifiee,  was 
ifSiMd  tiptoGod,  then  was  jdie  faireft  ^lafs  that  evem^s  in 
^  world,  fet  before  is,  therthi  to  fise  onr  finandndftry  by  di4 
fidl.  ^ 
2.  Kspfh^lMfapp^s  tie  unMlter^k  furpefe  rfG^fo  Uh 
'  vengeanafitfin  % ;  he  will  not  let  it  pafs.  I  will  not  determhie 
what<3od  oonid  do  in  this  cafis.  by  his  abibhste  power  ;  but  I 
ddnk  it  it  generally  yielded,  that,  by  his  ordinate  power,  hecouM 
dn  no  lefs  dian  puniOl  it  in  the  perfim  of  the  floner,  or  of  his 
fatt^. 

Th«fe  that  ooueend  fer  fnch  a  fior^veotfs,  4is  is  an  aA  of 
ifcartty,  like  that  whereby  private  peribns  foq^tve  one  another, 
mnft  «e  once.fiippoleGod  to  part  with  lusf  tght»  cedind9  dejure 
>a,  as^  aUb  mde#  thefattsfaaion  of  Chrift  altogether  oicJeft^ 
is  s»  tbe  prooofcmest  of  fer^ivenefi» ;  yea»  sath^  an  obftade^ 

¥  n 

t  Tfaeflbadetmay«adt!it9eifei«im^ 
Dr.  Twiffe^  VinMc*  gratis^  di^eC  8. 
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tbaa a  iDelhs;ro  it.  Sarely,  the  oatore  and  trndi  6f  God  oblige 
bim  to  puu^  fm  *.  "  He  is  of,  purer  eyes  than  to  look  upon  i« 
•*  niquity/-  Heb.  i.  1 3.  Atod  befidc,  the  word  is  gone  out  of 
bis  mouth,  that  the  iinner  fliall  die. 

3.  The  priefthTod  of  Chri/t pre-fappofeth  the  utter  impoteney 
'  of  men  to  appeafe  Cod^  and  recover  his  favour  by  any  thing  he 
could  do  'or  furfer.  Surely  God  would  not  come  down  to  at 
fume  a  body  to  die»  and  be  offered  up  for  us^  if  at  any  cheap- 
er rate  it  couid  have  been  accompiiCbed  :  there  was  no  other 
•way  to  recover  mau  and  fattsfy  God.  Thofe  that  deny  the  fa- 
tisfat^ion  of  Chrift,  and  talk  of  his  dying  to  confirm  the  truth, 
and  give  us  an  example  of  meeknefs,  patience^  and  feif-denial, 
affirmiog  theic  to  be  thefolc  ends  of  his  death,  do  not  only 
therein  root  up  the  foundations  of  their  .own  comfort,  peace 
•anil  pardon,  but  moA  boldly  impeach  aad  tax  the  infinite  wif- 
dom.  God  could  have  done  all  this  at  a  cheapor  rate  :  the  fuf* 
ferings  of  a  mere  creature  are  able  to  attain  thefe  ends:  the 
death  of  the  martyrs  did  it.  But  who  by  dying  can  fatisfy  and 
,  reconcile  God  \  what  aeamre  can  bring  him  an  adequate  and 
proportionable  value  fcnr  fin  ?  yea,  for  all  the  fin  that  ever  wa% 
or  fiiall  be  tranfinitted.to  the  natures,  or  committed  by  the  per- 
fons  of  all  God's  eleA,  from  Adam,  to  the  laft  that  (hall  be 
found  alive  at  the  Lord's  coming  ?  furely,  none  but  Chrift.  caa 
do  this.      .    •       . 

.  4,  ChrifVs  prieflhood  implies  the  necefftty  of  his  being  Cod^ 
man  f.  It  was  necefiary  he  ihould  be  a  man,  in  order  to  his 
paiBon,  compafiion,  and  derivation^of  his  righteoufneis  and  ho« 
li^efs  to  men.  Had  he  not  been  a  man^  he  had  had  no  fea-ifice 
to  offer,  ho  foul  or  body  to  fufier  in.  The  Godhead  is  impa- 
tible,  immortal,  and  above  all  ihofe  fuffeFlogs  and  miferies 
Chrift  felt  for  us.  Befides,  his  beiQg  man,  fills  him  with  bow- 
els of  companion  and  tender  fenfe  of  our  miferies  :  this  makes 
him  a  merciful  and  faithfpl  High-prieft, . Heb.  iv.  15.;. and 
not  only  fit^  him  to  pity,  but;  to  faa£^ify  us  alto ;  for  ''  he  that 
<*  fanftifieth,  and  they  that  are  fanftified,  are  both  of  oac,** 
Heb.  ilr.  11,  14,  17.    And  as  necefiary  it  was  our  High^prlcit 

♦  In  no  other  way  can  Gpd*s  hatred  at  fin  be  made  to  appear, 
than  by  infliding  the dcferved'puDifhmcnt.  Brad,  onjufiifie^  p.  6l* 

f  Hence  therefore  it  appears,  how  necefiary  it  was  that  Ghrtft 
the  Mediator  ihoold  be  both  God  s^nd  Man  t  had  he  not  been  Map, 
he  would  not  have  been  a  fit  facrifice  :  and  bad  he  not  been  God, 
that  facrifice  would  not  have  been  of  fufficicnt  efficacy.    Amef^  Mwd. 
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ihftuid  be  God,  fince  die  V4l«e  and  efficacy  of  his  facrificcrcluits 
from  ibeoce. 

2.  The priefthood of  Chrift  implies  the  exjremiiy  ofh'tsfvffering$. 
InfaCrifiaes»  you  kaow,  there  was  a  dtliro6tion,  a  kind  of  aDni- 
Jiiiation  of  the  creatiirc^  to  the  glory  of  God.  The  fheddiog  of 
the  crej^ture^s  blood,  aad  buroing'tts  fle(h  with  tire,  was  but  aa 
TQibrage,  c$r  faint  Fefembtance  of  what  ChriXl  eadured,  when  he 
made  bii  foul  an  odering  for  fio. 

And  laftly,  -  It  impii^s  the  gracious  defign  9f  God  to  reconcile 
msat  a  dear  rate  t0  himfilfy  in  that  he  called  and  confirmed  Chrift 
in  his'  priejihood  by  an  ocith,  arid  thereby  laid  out  ajacrijice^  of  in* 
^rdte  value  for  the  ii^rld.  Sins,  for  which  no  iacrifice  is  al- 
lowed, are  defpcrate  fms^  and  the  cafe  of  iuch  linners  is  help* 
Icfs  :  But  if  God  allow,  yea,  arid  provide  a  iacrifice  himfcif, 
how  plainly  doth  it  fpeak  his  intentions  of  peace  and  mercy  ? 
Thcfe  things  arc  manifeftly  pre-fuppofed,  or  implied  in  ChrilVs 
pricfthobcL 

;"/-!{  This  priefthood  of  Chrift  is  that  funftion,  wherein  he 
**•  comes  before  God,  in  our  name  and  place,  to  fulfil  the  law> 
^'  and  ofTer  up  himfelf  to  him  a  iacrifice  of  reconciliation  for 
^'  onr  fins;  and  by  his  interceflion  to  continue  and  apply  the 
*'  purchafc  of  his  blood  to  them  for  whom  he  ftied  it :"  All 
this'is^contata'd  in  that  famous  icripture,  Htb.'  x.  7,  8,  9,  10, 
J  I,  12,  13,  14*  Or,  more  briefly,  the  priefthood* of  Chrift  is. 
that  whereby  he  expiated  the  fins  of  men,  and  obtained  the 
ikvoui-  of  God  for  them.  Col.  i.  io,  22.,  Rom.  v.  lo.  But  be» 
caufe  I  ftiall  infift  more  largely  upon  the  feveral  parts  and  fruits 
of  this  office,  it  (hall  here  fufiice  to  fpeak  this  much  as  to  its 
general  nature  ;  which  was  the  firft  thing  propofed  for  expli* 
caticrti. 

.  Secondly y  ThenecelEty  of  Cbrift's  priefthood  comes  next  to 
}>e  opened.  Touohing  which,  I  afHrm,  according  to  the  fcrip«> 
tures,  it  was  netcflary,  jn  order  to  our  falvation,  that  fuch  a 
Prieil:  fhould,  by  fuch  a  facrificc,  appear  before  God  for  us. 

The  truth  of  this  affertion  will  be  cleared  by  thele.  two  prin- 
ciples, which  are -evident  in  the  fcripture,  viz,  That.Goil  flood 
upon  full  fatisfa^ion,  and  would  not  remit  one  fm  without  it : 

%  Sacerdoiium  Chrtfti  eft  fun^lio  qua  coram  Deo  apparet^  ut 
legem  ab  ipfo  acceptam  noftro  noviine  ohfervepy  felpfum  vi£iimam 
teconciliationis  pro  noftris  peccutis  ipfi  offer  at  <,  fuaque  apud  Deum 
inferceffione  opem  ipftui  perennemy  ac  donatifinem  iipiritus  SanSli 
nobis  impetreiy  atque  efficaciter  applied.  SvDoplia  purioris  theol,  . 
p.  318. 


^nd  thai  ftOdi  llM  19  totally  uacapable  of  tender&ig  bim  aiqr 
fiicfa  btisfaftioo ;  theccfore  Cbrift,  who  only  cao,  moft  do  i^ 
1i0t  penfli. 

t.  Gtdft^oiufofkftHfiiufMM,  dfidwnddtf&i  remit  m^fik 
^Uutit.  Tkis  vrUl  be  deared/rM  rir  tMwrtrffaa  anl 
fi^omtA0t0rsifiiif^wifibm  ^fG^i. 

(t.)  Freak  the  nsittr^cf/m,  wUdi  ddcrres  th^  the  Auiar 
flioiiU  rofir  for  it  Peoal  evU^  id  t  cowrfe  of  joftioe,  fiJlowi 
Wralavil.  Sitt  aikd  fenov  oojl^t  to  go  icipther ;  betwixt  thefe 
ts  a  aetd&ry  o»iicftioa»  Ron,  tL  13.  "  Thewj^soffia  ii 
*•  deaA.- 

(t.)  Thti/irMeiiy^Chir^fiiitiiit.  The  word  kgoototft 
0f  hli  nooth ;  Geo.  ii.  tj.  ''  hi  the  day  that  tboa  cateft  tfaeit^ 
'*  of,  thOit  Ihak  furely  die:**  urio  acjatim  m$riiris.  FiOol 
that  dfkie  he  ««» ioftaotly  and  oertaioly  obnoKiotis  and  liable 
to  the  dttth  of  fool  and  body.  The  law  jiroaoiitices  bIm  cor* 
fed,  "  that  contiooes  not  ia  all  thingy  that  are  wrttteo  thcrtfa  to 
^  do  them,"  Gal.  iii.  9.  Now,  though  ttan's  threatiiiiga  aic 
dfteatatoaad  iofigiiificaftt  things,  yerGod'a  ihall  furely  nko 

Bate;  **  not  ooe  tittle  of  the  law  fliatt  fa'd,  tUi  all  be  fnlfiUed,* 
atdl.  V.  iB.    God  wm  be  true  ia  his  tlveataings^  thcng^ 
thoofimds  and  miilio&s  perifli. 

(3.)  The  wifdoQk  of  God,  by  which  he  go?eras  the  mtioaal 
World,  adflEiits  oot  of  a  difpearatioa  or  reUxatioaof  the  tlueaN 
flings  widiioot  fatirfa^ion  | :  for,  as  good  tio  king,  as  no  laM 
for  gOf emment ;  as  good  no  law,  ai  no  penalty }  and  as  good  no 
j^alty,  as  no  execotioo.  To  ihts  purpofe  one  well  obTerveai 
"  f  t  is  altogetfaef  nodecent,  e^)e€ia8y  to  the  wifdom  a<^d  righte« 
^  Onfhe&^God,  that  that  which  provoketh  ttie  ieReco^oo^ 
**  flkould  procure  the  abrogation  of  his  law ;  that  that  ihonld 
^'  fitpplant  and  undermine  the  law,  for  the  alone  preveatiiw 
^  whereof  the  law  was  before  eftabfiihed/'^  How  conld  it  bt 
^  <3^e£ted,  that  men  (hoold  fear  and  tremble  before  God,  i^ks 
^  they  (hould  find  themfelves  more  Scared  than  hurt  by  his  tlmato 
againft  finf  So  then  God  Aood  upot)  Ji^tisfaAion,  and  would 
admit  no  treaty  of  p^ace,'  on  any  other  ground. 

Objeff.  Let  none  here  oh^eft,  that  recondliatioo  upoti  ihit 
only  fcore  of  fatisfa^lion,  is  derogatory  to  the  ricfa(^dc>f  grace  % 
*r  that  we  aUow  not  God  what  we  do  men^  vm.  to'fers^e  na 
injury  freely,  without  fatisfaftion* 

SoL  Free  forpvenefs  to  us,  and  fnlKattsJEaAionmatletofl^ 
by  Jcfus  Chrift  for  ns,  are  not  u^tw^td,  things  iMmfifiie&t  1|^ 
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tadi  otbcr^  as  in  il9  proper  place  (hall  be  mart  ftiHy  detrrd  to 
JDO.  And  for  deoyuig  ibai  to  God  which  we  allow  to  mett  ; 
]roa  moii  kaow,  that  maa  and  maa  (land  on  eren  grounds  man 
is  not  capable  of  being  wronged  and  injured  by  nan;  as  God 
|i  by  man»  there  is  no  compare  between  the  ijatnre  of  the  of- 
fences. ,  . 

To  o^ode,.  mm  omlj  can  freely  forgiie  m4n,  h  a  privait 
otpacity,  fo  far  as  wrong  concerns  htmfelf ;  bnt  ought  not  to 
do  &)  in  a  public  capacity,  as  he  is  judge,  and  bound  to  execute 
jiuftke  impurtiaily.  God  is  our  Lawgiver  and  judge ;  be  will 
Qoc  difpenfe  with  ?iolations  of  the  law,  but  flri&Iy  ftands  oa 
compleat  (atisfafUoft. 

a.  Man  oin  tender  to  God  no  fatis&Aion  of  his  own,  for 
the  wrong  done  by  his  fin.  He  finds  no  way  to  compenfiiie 
and  make  God  amends,  either  by  doio^  or  by  fuffering  hie 

Will. 

(i.)  Not  by  doing:  this  way  is  (hut  up  to  all  the  world': 

lone  can  iatisfy  God,  or  reconcile  himielf  to  him  this  way; 

Ibritisevidentourbeft  works  are  finfol;  **  All  our  rigbteei|f' 

«'  aefs  is  as  filthy  rags/'  Ifa^  lx!v.  6.    And  it  hjkztkgt  any 

ihonid  iauigtne,  diat  one  fin  fhonld  make  fatisfaJBon  for  another. 

If  it  be  faid,  not  what  \$  finfol  hi  our  duties,  but  what  is  (ptritu^ 

IPore  and  good,  nay  ii^catiate  na  with  God;  it  is  at  bend  to 

reply,  that  what  is  good  in  any  of  our  duties,  is  a  debt  we  onvt 

U>Go^t  yea,  we  owe  him  perFeA  obedience;  and  it  Is  sot  i* 

poa^aabl^  how  we  (bould  pay  one  debt  by  another ;  quit  a  fw" 

mer  by  cootraAing  a  new  engagement.    If  we  do  any  thing 

that  is  good,  we  are  behold^  to  grace  for  it,  John  xv.  j. 

3  Got.  iii.  5,  i  Cor.  xn  10.    In  a  word,  thofe  that  have  had  as 

aiQch  to  plead  on  thai  &ore  as  any  now  living,  have  quitted, 

sad  utterly  given  up  all  hopes  of  appeafing  aad  fatisfying  the 

jnftioe  of  Ood,  that  way.    It  is  like,  h<^y  Job  feared  God,  and 

Shewed  evil  as  moch  as  any  of  yon ;  yet  he  faith.  Job  ix.  20, 

21.  ^  If  I  juftify  myfelf,  mine  own  mouth  fball  condemn  m^; 

^  if  I  (ay  I  am  perfect,  it  (hall  aMb  prove  me  perverfe.     Though 

**  I  Vfcrc  perfect,  yet  wouM  I  not  know  my  ibul ;  I  woald  de« 

**  fyiA  my  life.**    It  may  be  David  was  a  man  as  much  after  th« 

heart  of  God  as  yon;  yet  he  faid,  Pfal.  cxliii.  2.  "  Enter  not 

^  iato judgment  with  thy  ferv^it;  for  in  thy  fight  (hall  no  maa 

**  bejufti^.'*^    ft  is  like  l^anl  Jived  as  holy,  heavenly,  and 

£rmtfuJ  a  Fife  as  the  beft  of  you,  and  far,  far  beyond  you ;  yet  he 

iaith,   I  Cor.  iv.  4.  ^  1  know  (or  am  confcious  to  myfelf)  of 

**  nothingt  yet  am  f  tiot  hereby  juftifled.**    His  iiocerity  might 

Mflg^f  hka*  bat  coil^  not  Ju/tjy  him.    ^nd  what  need  I  &j 
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more  ?  Th€  Lord  hath  (hut  up  this  way  to  all  the  world;  aod 
thefcripiuies  Ipeak  it  roundly  and  plainly  :  Rom.  iii,  20.  "There* 
f*  fore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  there  ihall  no  fledi  be  juftified 
•«  in  his  fight."  Compare  Gal.  iii.  21.  Rom*  viii.  3. 
-  (2.)  And  as  man  can  never  reconcile  himfelf  to  God  by  doings 
fo  neither  by  fufferingi  That  is  equally  impo/Tible ;  for  no 
fufferings  can  iatisfy  God,  but  fuch  as  are  proportionable  to  the 
ofFence  we  fuffer  for.  And  if  fo»  an  infinite  fulFering.  mnft  be 
born :  I  fay  infinite,  for  fin  is  an  infinite  evil,  objeftirely  con- 
fidercd,  as  it  wrongs  an  infinite  God.  Now  fuiFerings  may  be 
faid  to. be  infinite,  either  in  refpeft  of  their  weight,  exceeding 
all  bounds  and  limits ;  the  letting  out  the  wrath  and  fury  of  an 
infinite  God :  or  in  refpeft  of  duration^  being  endlefs  and  ever- 
lafiing.  In  the  firft  (cnl'e,  no  creature  can  bear  an  infinite  Wrath, 
jt  would  fwallowus  up.  In  thefecond,  it  maybe  born. as  the 
damned  do ;  but  then,  ever  to  be  fufferings  is  never  to  havefa- 
tisfied. 

So  that  no  man  cati  be  his  own  prieft,  to  reconcile  himfelf  to 
God  by  what  he  can  do  or  fuffer.  And  therefore,  one  that  is 
ableisqr  doing  and  fuffering,  to  reconcile  him,  muft  undertake 
it,  or  we  periCh.  Thus  you  fee  plainly  aftd  briefly  the  general 
nature  Snd  'neceflity  of  Chrifl's  prieflhood. 
,.  From  both  thefe,  fevcral  ufcful  corollaries,  or  praftical  de- 
dudbons,  offer  themfelvcs. 

Cordtlary  i.  This  fiiews,  in  the  firft  place,  the  incomparable 
.excellency  of  the  reformed  Chrijlian  religion  above  all  other  re- 
ligionr,  knoiun  to,  or  profefj'ed  in  the  world.  What  other  religions 
feek,  the  Chriflian  religion  only  finds,  even  a  folid  foundation 
for  true  peace  and  fettlement  of  qonfcience.     While  the  Jews 
,(eek  it  in  vain  in  the  law ;  xht  Mahometan  in  his  exiemal  and  ri- 
diculous obfervance ;  the  Papift  in  his  own  merits  ;  the  believer 
only  finds  it  in  the  blood  of  this  great  facrifice  :  This,  and  no; 
thing  lefs.thaa  this,  can  pacify  a  diftreffed  confcience,  labouring 
under  the  weight  of  its  own  guilt,     Confcience  demands  no  lets 
to  fatisfy  it,  than  God  demands  to  fatisfy  him.     The  grand  in- 
queft  of  Gonfcience  is,  is  God  fatisfied  I  If  he  be  iatisfied,  I  am 
Satisfied .     Woful  is  the  ftate  of  that  man,  that  feels  the  worm  of 
confcience  nibbling  on  the  moft  tender  part  of  the  foul,  and  hath 
,DO  relief  againft  it  ;vthat  feels  the  intolerable  fcalding  wrath  of 
God  burning  within,  and  hath  nothing  to  cool  it.   Hear  me,  you 
.that  flight  troubles  of  confcience,  that  call  them  fancies  and  me- 
lancholy whimfies  \Ai  you  ever  had  had  but^one  fick  night  for 
fin,  if  you  had  ever  felt  that  (hame,  fear,  horror,  and  dcfpair» 
which  are  the  difipal  effedls  of  an  accu  flag  and  condemnii^  coi^ 
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fcicnce,  you  wogic!  account  it  an  unfpeakat)lc  mercy  to  hear  of 
a  way  for  the  difchargc  of  a  poor  fmner  from  that  guilt :  you 
would  kifs  the  feet  of  that  raeffcnger  that  could  bring  you  tid- 
ings of  peace  :  you  would  call  him  blefTed,  that  fhould  direA 
you  to  an  eiFeftual  remedy.  Now,  whoever  thou  art,  that 
pineft  away  in  thine  iniquities,  that  droopeft  from  day  to  day 
under  the  prefent  wounds,  and  difmal  prefages  of  coD&ience, 
know  that  thy  foul  and  peace  can  never  meet,  till  thou  artper* 
fuaded  to  corne  to  this  blood  of  iprinkling. 

The  blood  of  this'  facrificc  fpeaks  better  things  than  the 
blood  of  AbeL  The  blood  of  this  facrifice  is  the  blood  of  God, 
"  Afh,  XX.  28.  invaluably  precious  blood,  i  Pet.  i.  j8.  One 
drop  of  it  infinitely  excels  the  blood  of  all  other  creatures,  Hek 
X.  4,  5,  6.  Such  is  the  blood  that  muft  do  thee  good.  Lord, 
I  moA  have  fuch  blood  (faith  confcience)  as  is  capable  of  giving 
thee  full  fati'sfaftion,  or  it  can  give  me  no  peace.  The  blood 
of  all  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills  cannot  do  this.  What  is 
the  blood  of  beaAs  to  God  ?  the  blood  of  all  the  men  in  the  world 
can  do  nothing  in  this  cafe.  What  is  our  polluted  blood  y#rth  ?" 
No,  no,  it  is  the  blood  of  God,  that  muft  fatisfy  both  thee  and 
me. 

Ye^,.  Chrift's  blood  is  aot  onlyibe  blood  of  God,  but  it  is 
blood  {bed  in  thy  ftead,  and  in  thy^place  and  room.  Gal.  iii.  13. 
*'  He  was  made  a  curfe  for  us."  And  fo  it  becomes  fin  pardon- 
ing blood,  Hcb.  ix.  22.  Eph.4.  7.  Col.  i.  14.  Rom.  iii.  26.  and 
confequently,  confcience-pacifying,  and  foul-quieting  blood; 
Col.  i.  20.  Eph.  ii.  13,  14.  Rom.  Iii.  26.  O  blefs.God,  that  ever 
the  news  of  ihis^  blood  came  to  thine  cars.  With  hands  and 
eyes  lifted  up  to  heaven,  admire  that  grace  that  caft  thy  iot^ in 
a  place  where  this  joyful  found  rings  in  the  ears  of  poor  fin* 
ners.  What  had  th^y  cafe  been,  if  thy  mother  had  brought  thee 
forth  in  the  delarts  of  Arabia,  or  in  the  waftes  of  America  \  Or 
that  if  thou  hadft  been  nurfed  up  by  a  popifti  father,  who  could 
have  told  thee  no  other  remedy  when  ip  diftr^fs  for  fin,  but  t© 
go  fuch  a  pilgrimage,  to  whip  and  Ia(h  thyfelf,  to  fatisfy  an  an- 
gry God !  Surely  the  pure  light  of  the  gofpel  (hiaing  upon  thit 
generation,  is  a  mercy  never  to  be  duly  valued,  never  to  be  enough 
prized. 

Corollary  2.  Hence  alfo  be  irformed  of  the  necejfity  of  Faith  ^  in 

crder  t^  a  fiat e  and  fenfe  9f  peace  with  Cod^  for  to  wh<it  purpofe 

'  is  the  blood  of  Chrift  our  facrifice  (bed,  unlefs  it  be  aftually  and 

perfbnaUy  applied,  and  appropriared  by  faith  ?  You  know  when 

ihe   fecrificcs  under  the  law  were  trought  to  be  Cain,  be  that 

Vol.,  I.  X 
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broaghl  U  was  to  put  hi9  *  hand  upon  the  fiead  of  his  facrific^ 
and  fo  it  was  accepted  for  hini»  to  make  an  atonement.  Lev.  i«  4. 
not  6nly  to  ftgnify,  that  how  it  was  nu  more  bis,  but  God's,  the 
propriety  being  transferred  by  a  kind  of  manumtflion  ;  nor  yet 
that  be  voluntarily  gave  it  to  the  Lord  as  his  otvn  freea6t ;  bm 
principally  it  noted  the  putting  c^  his  fins,  and  the  penalty  du^ 
..  to  him  for  them,  upon  the  head  of  the  (acrifice :  attd-  fo  iiioi* 
pjieci  ia  it  an  esecratioo,  as  if  be  had  fakl,  upon  thy  head  be  the 
evil.  So  the  learned  oUecve ;  the  Antient  Egyptians  were  wont 
e%pre%  to  imprecate,  when  they  iacrificed;  tfanfruUbe  com* 
ing  upon  us,  or  upon  Egypt,  iet  it  turn  and  reft  upon  this  htai^ 
laying  their  hand,  at  thefe  words,  oq  the  facrifice^s  head«  And 
upon  that  groundt  faith  the  f  Hiftorian,  none  of  them  would 
eat  of  the  head  of  any  living  creature.  You  muft  alfo  lay  the 
handof  fsuxh  upon  Chfifl:  your  iacrifice,  not  toimprecate^but 
apply  and  appropriate  bim  to  your  own  fpuls,  be  having  beea 
ijaade  a  curie  for  you. 

To  this  the  whole  goTpcI  tends,  even  to  perfirade  fioaecs-to 
applf  Chrift,  and  his  blood  to  their  own  fouls.  To  this  he  in- 
yitcd  us.  Mat.  xi.  28.  *'  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and 
**  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft."  For  this  end  our 
ftcriftce  w^s  lifted  up  upon  the  altar;  jobn  nu  14,  15.  ^Ms 
*^  Mofes  lifted  up  the  ferpent  in  the  wildernefs,  fo  mnft  the  fbn  of 
'f  man  be  lifted  up :  that  wbofoever  believeth  in  bim  fhould  not 
**  pcrifti,  but  have  everlaftiog  life.*'  Theefieftsof  thelaw^not 
.Qply  upon  the  coofcience,  fiUmg  it  with  torments,  but  upon  the 
whole  perfon,  bringing  death  upon  it,  are  here  (faadowed  om  \q 
the  Aiogings  of  fiery  Xperpents  ;  and  Chrift  by  the  brazen  ferpenc 
which  Mdes  exalted  for  the  Ifraelites,  that  wi^re  ftfiDgt  to 
look  unto.  And  as  by  looking  to  it,  they  were  healed  ;  ib  by 
believiufi;,  or  looking  tp  Cbrifl  in  f^th^  our  fouls  are  beaiedw 
Thofe  that  looked  6ot  to  the  braxen  ferpent,  died  infallibly;  fo 
mud  all  that  look  not  to  Jefus,  our  facrifice,  by  faith.  Ir  ia 
true,  the  death  of  Chrift  is  the  meritorious  caufe  t^  reimffion» 
but  fjuth  is  the  infhrumental  applying  cat:^e  t^:  and  <  as  CfariA^s 

*.  Apd  he  (hall  put  his  baod^  figoifying  th^t  H^.cafts.h^.  fins  and 
irhe  punifhrnent  due  to  them,  upon  the  head  of  the  vi^m  :  a#  a? 
moog;  the  Gteeks  mk  rq*  ^vfy  la^^Xi^vy  upoQ  hiso^nhscady  is  a  kind 
of  imprecation,     Drv^us  avd  M^aochiu^^ 

f  Herod.  2.  39. 

^  It  is  a  rule,  that  yth^xt^  there  is  a  total  and  fuflficient  caule  ia 
adt,  there  the  efFed  mult  needs  follow.  Hy]t  if  they  be  pairtiaJ  cau? 
fes;  then  ttie.caufes  which  facceed  in  order,  do  not  pro^uQe  tl^ctff 
cwmpieat  efiea,  until  tke  lafi  caufs  be  ia  aa» 
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blood  is  oeCeSiry  til  its  place»  To  is  our  faith  in  iti  plate  alio. 
For  to  the  aOml  remifliooof  fm,  and  peace  of  confcieAce,  thei^ 
Biuft  be  a  CO- operation  df  all  the  caafes  of  remiflion  and  peace. 
As  there  is  the  grace  and  love  of  God  for  an  eificient  and  ioi'* 
puliive  canie,  iud  death  of  Chrift  our  facrificc,  the  meritorious 
caofe ;  foof  nece/fity  there  muQ;  be  fjlith,  the  inftramental  caule. 
And  thefe  cdbcaufes  do  all  fweetly  meet  in  their  influences^  and 
aftivities,  in  oor  reih]iGan»  add  tranquility  of  conkience;  and 
are  all  (juo  geture)  in  their  kind  and  place  abfolotely  necefTary 
to  the  procnring  and  applying  of  it.  /      . 

What  is  the  need  that  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  (bed,  if  I  have 

saintereA  ia  it,  no  favinginflc^eQcea  from  it  ?  O  be  convinced, 

this  is  the  end,  the  bufinefs  of  life.    Faith  is  th/:  Phenix-g^ce^ 

,    Ks  Chrift  is  tihe  PA«rfx-mercy.    H^  is  tie  gi/t,  John  iv.  10. 

And  this  is  ^*  the  work  of  God/'  John  vi.  29.    The  death  of 

Chrift,  the  offers  and  tenders  of  Chrift,  never  iaved  one  ibnl  fai 

themfeives,  withotit  believing  application.    Bat,  wo  is  me  !  how 

do  I  &e  finners,  dther  not  at  all  touched  with  the  ienfe  of  (in, 

itnd  fo  beidg  whole,  need  not  the  phyiician;  or  if  any  be  ftung 

«od  wounded  with  guilt,  how  do  they  lidc  themfelves  whole 

with  theit  own  duties  and  reforhiations !  As  phyCcians  fay  of 

wounds,  let  them  but  be  kept  clean,  and  nature  will  find  balfam 

of  its  own  to  heal  th^m:  If  it  be  fo  ia  fpiritual  wouivds,  what 

need  Chrift  to  have  left  the  Father's  boibm,  and  come  down  to 

die  Hi  die  qiialiry  and  hature  of  a  facrifice  for  us  ?  O  if  men  caa 

but  have  health,  pkafure,  ridies,  honours,  and  any  way  make  a 

ihift  to  ftiU  a  brawling  coilfcience,  that  it  may  not  check  or 

iQcem:^  them  in  thefe  enjoyments,  Chrift  may  go  where  he  will 

for  them. 

And  I  am  alHired,  till  God  (hew  you  the  face  of  fin,  in  the 
glafs  of  the  law,  make  the  fcorptons  and  fiery  ferpents,  that  lurk 
to  the  Law,,  and  in  your  own  confciences,  fo  come  hiffing  aboirt 
you,  aiklfmiting  yt^u  with  their  deadly  ftings,  till  you  have  had 
feme  fick  nights,  abd  forrowfnl  days  for  (in,  you  will  never  go 
up  and  down  faking  an  intereft  in  the  blood  of  His  lacrifico 
with  tears. 

Bat  reader,  if  ^ver  this  be  thy  icondition,  then  wilt  thou 
kae>Mr  th^  worth  of  a  Chrift;  then  wilt  thou  have  a  vaiuefor  the 
bl^od  of  fprinkiing.  As  I  remember  it's  ftoried  pf  our  fir^l- 
intti*d  Rickard,  whefi  he  was  ptit  to  a  rout  in  a  field-battle,  and 
flying  on  foot  from  bis  purfuing  eniemies ;  be  cried  out,  0  nttw^ 
Jaitb  he,  a  kingdom /oir  a  borfe.    SowUt  thou  cry,  A  khigdota 

X  a 
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for  a  Chrift ;  ten  thoufand  ^vorlds  now»  if  I  had  them,  for  the 
blood  of  fpriakiing. 

Corollary  3.  Is  Chrift  your  Highprieft,  and  is  his  prieftfaood 
fo  indifpenfably  ncccflary  to  your  faivation  ?  7hen  freely  ac- 
knowledge your  utter  impotency  to  recfiacile  your/elves  to  God  by 
any  thing  you  can  do^  or  fuffer  ;  and  let  Chfill  have  the  whc^e 
glory  ot  your  recovery  afcribed  to  him.  'Tis  highly  rcalonable 
that  he  that  laid  down  the  whole  pricey  (hould  have  the  whole 
fraife.  If  any  man  think,  or  fay,  he  could'havc  made  an  atone* 
ment  for  himfelf,  he  doth  therein  caft  no  light  reproach  upon 
.that  profound  wifdom  which  laid  the  defignof  our  redemptjoa 
in  the  ^eath  of  Chrift.  But  of  this  I  have  fpoken  elfewhere. 
AnA  therefore. 

Corollary  4,  In  the  laft  place,  I  rather  chnfc  t©  pcrfuade 
you  to  fee  your  neceffity  of  this  pr'tefl^  and  his  moft  excellent 
facrifice;  and  accordingly  to  make  ufe  ef  it.  The  bcft  of  yea 
have  polluted  natures,  poifoned  in  the  womb  ^ith  fin ;  thofe 
natures  have  need  of  this  facrifice,  they  muft  have  the  benefit 
of  this  blood  to  pardon  and  cleanfe  them,  or  be  eternally  daamed. 
Hear  me,  ye  that  never  fpent  a  tear  fer  the  fin  of  nature ;  if  the 
blood  of  Chrift  be  not  fprinkled  upon  your  natures,  it  had  been 
better  for  you,  that  you  had  been  the  generation  of  bcafts,  the 
offspring  of  dragons  or  toads.  They  have  a  contemptible,  but 
not  a  vitiated  finfiil  nature,  as  you  have. 

Your  aBval  fins  have  need  of  the  prieft,  and  his  facrifice  (d 
procure  rcmiilion  for  them.  If  he  take  them  not  away  by  the 
blood  of  his  crofs,  they  can  never  be  taken  away,  they  will  lie 
down  with  you  in  the  diift ;  they  will  rife  with  you  and  follow 
you  to  the  judgment-feat,  crying.  We  are  thy  works,  and  we 
will  follow' thee;  All  thy  repentance  and  tears^  would *ft  thou 
weep  as  many  as  there  be  drops  in  the  ocean,  can  never  take 
away  fin.  Thy  duties,  even  the  beft  of  them,  need  this  (acrificc. 
It  is  in  the  virtue  thereof  that  they  are  accepted  of  Gpd.  And 
were  it  not  that  God  had  refpeft  to  Cbrift's  offering,  he  wonld 
not  regard,  or  look  towards  thee,  or  any  of  thy  duties.  Thoa 
CQuld'ft  no  more  come  near  to  God,  than  thou  could'ft  approach 
a  devouring  fire,  or  dwell  with  everlafting  burnings. 

Well  then,  fay,  I  need  fuch  a  price  every  way.  Love  him 
in  all  his  offices.  See  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  providing  foch 
a  facrifice  for  thee.  Meat,  drink  and  air,  are  not  more  nccef* 
fary  to  maintain  thy  natural  life,  than  the  death  of  Cbrift  is  to 
'  give  and  maintain  thy  fpiritual  life. 
I  O  then,  let  thy  foul  grow  big  whilft  meditating  of  the  ufc- 
folnels  and  excellency  of  Chxift,  which  is  thus  difplaycd  and 
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unfolded  in  every  branch  of  the  goi'pcl:  .  Andj  with  a  dc%p 
fcnfe  upon  thy  heart,  let  thy  lips  lay,  Bleftfd  be  C^dfor  Jejus 
ChAfi. 


.     S    E    R    M    O    N      XIL 

Opens  the  Excellency  of  our  High-Pricft's  Oblation, 
being  the  firft  Aft  or  Part  of  his  Pricllly  Office. 

Heb-  X.  14.  T^r  by  one  offerings  he  hath  perfe^edfor  ever  them 
'   f  ■       '  that  are  fan^ijied^ 

AFTER  this  more  general  view  and  confidcratlon  of  the 
prieflhood  of  Chrift,  method  requires  that  we  come  to  a 
'nearer  and  more  particular  confideration  of  the  parts  thereof ; 
which  are  his  ohlatian  and  interceffion,  anfwerable  to  the  double 
office  of  the  High  Pfieft,  offering  the  blood  of  the  facrificcs 
without  the  holy  place;  which  typed  out  Chrifl's  oblation ;  and 

"-  then  once  a  year  bringing  the  blood  before  the  Lord  into  the 
moft  holy  place,  prefcnting  it  before  God,  and  with  it  fprink- 
ling  the  mercy-feat,  wherein  the  interceflion  of  Chrift  (theo- 
thcr  part  or  aft  of  his  priefthood)  was  in  a  lively  manner  typified 
to  us. 

' ,    My  prefent  bufincfs  is  to  open  and  apply  theoblatm  of  Chrift  ; 

'  the  efficacy  and  excellency  whereof  is  excellently  illuftrated,  by 
a  comparifon  "with  all  other  oblations,  in  the  precedent  context, 
and  with  a  fingular  encomium  commended  to  us  in  thele  words, 
from  the  Jingularity  of  it  *.  It  is  but  one  offering ;  one  not 
otA^  f^ecifically ^  but  one  /zt/m^riW/y  confidcred;  but  once  pf- 
fered,  and  never  more  to  be  repeated  :  for  Chrift  diet h  no  more, 
Rom.  vi.  9.  He  alfo  commends  it  from  the  efficacy  of  it ;  by 
it  he  hath  perfefted,  t,  r.  not  only  purchafcd  a  poiCbility  of 

'felvation,  but  all  that  we  need  to  our  full  perfcftion.  It  brings 
in  a. moft  intire,  compleat  and  perfcft  righteoufnefs^ :  all  that 
remains  to  make  us  perfeftly  hjippy,  is  but  the  full  application 
of  the  benefits  procured  by  this  oblation  for  us.  Moreover,  it 
IS  here  commended  from  the  extenftven^fs  of  it  j  not  being  rc- 

♦  Chrift's  offering  1^  not  only  one  in  kind,  but  in  nambcr,  becaufc 
there  can  be  no  other  offering  of  him  but  by  means  of  death,  and 
therefore  the  diftin^ion  between  a  bloody  and  unbloody  facrifice  is 
fcjfe*     Trelcat.  Infiit^  A  ??• 
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firaioed  to  afew,  bat  applicable  to  ailihcfaiQta^  in  alt  the  ageS 
asd.  places  of  the  world :  for  tbis  indefinict,  them  that  tat 
JanSlified^  is  equivaleot  to  an  univerlal,  and  is  as  much  as  if  be 
bad  laid.  To  all  and  every  iaint,  from  the  beginntog  to  the  cod 
"tli  the  worid.  Laftly,  He  commeftd^  it  from  Its  purp^ttity^  it 
^  ferfi£ls  far  even  that  is,  it  is  of  eTerlaftiDg  efficacy  :  it  (ball 
abide  as  frefliy  Ttgorous  aud  powerful  to  the  ead  of  the  worid, 
as  it  was  the  firtt  momeat  it  was  offered  up.  All  runs  into 
this  fweet  truth  % 

T)<A.  That  the  oblation  made  unto  Cod  by  Jefus  Chrtfi^  it 
if  u^fpeakabh  vabu^  and  evetkfting  effivacy^  to  perf^ 
aU  them  that  are^  or  Jball  be  JanSlified,  to  the  end  (f  the 
itforU. 

Out  of  this  fountata  flow  all  the  excellent  ble/lings  that  6e* 
lievers  either  have,  or  hopa  for.  Had  it  not  been  'for  tbis,  tbde 
had  beea  no  fuch  things  in  rerum  n^ura^  as  juflification,  adopd- 
on,  falvation,  itc.  peace  with  God  and  hopes  of  glory,  pardon  of 
fin,  and  divine  acceptation :  thefe,  and  all  other  ottr  beft  merde$, 
.  had  been  bat  fo  many  entia  rdtionit,  iftere  oohcfeits*  A  man,  as 
one  faith,  might  have  haply  imagined  fuch  things  as  thefe,  as  he 
may  goldan  mountains^  and  rivers  of  liquid  gold,  and  rocks  of  dia* 
monds :  but  tbeJe  things  could  never  have  had  any  real  exiileodc 
.  extra  mentem^  had  not  Chrift  offered  dp  htmfelf  a  facrifice  to 
God  for  us.  k  is  **  the  blood  of  Chrift,  who  tbrougb  the  eter* 
*'  nal  Spirit  offered  tip  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God,  that  pur* 
*'  gcf  the  confcience  from  dead  works,"  Heb.  ix.  14. ;  that  is, 
from  the  (entence  of  condemnation  and  death,  as  it  is  itBcAei 
by  confcience,  for, our  works  fake. 

His  appearing  before  God  ^s  our  prieff,  with  fuch  an  o£r- 
iiig  for  ns,  is  that  which  removes  our  guilt  and  fear  together  s- 
*^  He  appeared  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himielf,'*  Heb. 
ix..  X^  Now  forafmuch  as  the  point  before  us  is  of  fo  great 
weight  in  itfcif,  and  fo  fundamental  to  our  fafety  and  comfbrtf 
I  {hall  endeavour  to  give  you  a$  diftiofl  and  dear  accouat  of 
it,  as  can  toniift.with  tliat  brevity  which  I  muli  neceiTariiy  uk* 
And  therefore,  reader,  apply  tby  mind  attentively^  to  the  c<»fi« 
deration  of  this  excellent  Priefi  that  apears  before  God,  and 
the  facrifiees  Yit  offers,  with  the  properties  and  adjuQ^s  there- 
of ;  the  per/on  before  whom  he  bria^,-  and  to  whom  he  offers 
it ;  the  per  Jons  for  "^hom  he  offers;  and  the  end  for  whicA  tbk 
oblation  is  made. 

firfi,  ThQpricft  that  appears  before  God  withancWation  £dr 
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tts,  is  Jdfas  Chnfl,  God-man :  the  dignity  of  whofe  pcribn  dig- 
ntfied,  and  derived  an  inefiimable  Viotxh  to  th®  ofiferiQg  he 
made.  There  were  many  pricfU  before  him,  but  none  like 
unto  him,  cither  for  the  *  purity  of  his  perfi:)0,onthe  perpetuity 
of  his  priefthcjod :  they  wer^  finful  men^  and  ofiered  for  A^ir 
ovi^n  iins,  a$  well  as  the  flnsof  the  people,  Meb.  v.  3*  ''  but  ho 
••  was  hoVy,  harmlcfe,  undefilcd,  feparate  frcpi  fioners,"  Heb, 
vn,  2.  He  coald  ftand  before  God,  even  in  the  eye  of  his  juflice, 
as  a  Lamb  without  fpot.  Tho*  he  made  his  foal  an  offering  fbr 
fin,  yet  ••*  he  had  done  n<>  iniquity,  nor  was  any  guile  fosnd  ia. 
•*  his  mouth,'*  ifa.  liii.  9.  And  indeed  his  offering  had  done  us* 
no  good,  if.  the  leaft  taint  of  (in  had  been  found  on.  him.  They 
were  mortal  men,  that  **  continued  not  by  reaibn  of  death,"  Hcb* 
▼ii.  23.  but  Chrifl  is  **  a  Prieft  for  ever,"  Ffalv  ex.  4. 

Secondly^  The  oblatkn  or  offering  h€  made,  was  not  the 
Hood  of  beafl»,  but  his  own  blood,  Heb,  \k.  ii.  And  hereia^ 
be  tranfcended  all  other  priefls,  that  he  had  fomethingof  his 
own  to  offcr ;  he  had  a  body  given  him  to  be  at  his  own  di{-» 
pofe,  ta  this  ufe  and  purpofe,  ficb.  x.  lo*  ^*  He  offered  his^ 
**^  body  :"  yea>  not  only  his  *f  body,  but  ••  his  foul  was  made  an.. 
•*  offering  for  fin,"  Ifa,  liii*  10.  We  had  made  a  forfeiture  ofi 
our  fouls  and  bodies  by  fin,  and  it  was  ncceflary  the  facrificc  of' 
Chrift  fhould'  be  anfwcrable  to  the  debt  we  owed-.  And  whca: 
Ghrifl  came  toioff^Fhlsfaorifice,  he  ftood  not  only  in  thecapa*- 
city  #F  a  prieft,  but  al&  in  that  of  a  furety :  and  fohis  foufr 
ftoodia  the  fl^ad  o(our»,  and  his  body  in  the  fieadol  our 
bodies.  Now  the  excellency  of  this  oblation  will  appear  in  the 
following  adjunfts  and  properqies  of  it.  Thift  oblation  being 
for  the  matter  of  itj  the  foul  and  body  of  Jefus,  Chrift,  is  there- 
fore, 

I .  Invaluably  prtciouS',    So  the  apoftk  fliles  it^  i  Pet,  i,  19^ 

♦  So  obiatioQS  were  o^4Sred  up  in  s^  pure  veflel,  Ifa,  ^xti.  20* 

t  Bi/fon  jind  Ftverdentius  affirm,  that  Ghrifl  only  ofTered  up  hi» 
faddy,  nothis  foal,  upon  this  weak  ground,  that  if  he  had  not  of- 
fered both,  he  had  not  offered  one,  but  two  f<icrific;(es .  Againft^ 
wb4m  the  learned  Parhr^  in  his-exceUeat  booWt?  dtfcenfu^  urgeih 
my  text,  and  (l^a^  free»„it.  from  that  corrufft  glp.fs,  H^  fays,  iiMi 
leafoning  tl^is ;  as  if  the  wjiole  burnt.off«i^ing,had  not  been  one  fat 

orifice,  bccaufc  it  wa*  naade  up  of  many,  parts ^Clhrift's  f^icrifica 

it  called  one,  not  by  oppoiing  his  body  to  his  foul,  but  by  oppofing 
hil  ODCS-o^ferfng  «f  boUi  body  ..and  foul,  10  ihefe  many  facrifices, 
which,  by  the  law.  of  Moles,  were  offered  up,,  n^t  oi^ft,  Ut  Uc*. 
^ucntiy,      Parkfr  di  defcenfi^^  lib.  nx.  p.  144* 
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••  Yc  were  redeemed  riftut  0ciuttT$,  wirh  the  precious  blood  of  the 
*'  Son  of  God  :**  and  fuch  it  behoved  him  to  ofFer.  For  it  being 
offered  as  tn  expiatory  facrifice,  it  ought  to  be  equivalent,  in  its 
own  Intrinfic  vahie,  to  all  the  fouls  and  bedies  that  were  to  be 
redeemed  by  it.  And  fo  it  was,  and  more  alfo :  for  there  was 
ft  redundancy  of  value,  an  overplus  of  merit,  which  went  to 
make  a  jiurcbafe  for  the' redeemed  ;  as  will  be  dpened  in  its  place. 
So  thatg  as  one  rich  diamond  is  more  worth  than  a  thdnfand 
pebbles;  one  piece  of  gold,  than  many  counters;  ib  the  Ibul 
aad  body  of  one  ChriO,  are  much  more  excellent  than  all  the 
fouls  and  bodies  in  the  world. 

And  yet  1  dare  not  affirm  *,  asfomc  do,  that  by  reafon  of 
the  infinite  precioufnefs  of  Chrifl's  blood,  bne  drop  thereof 
had  been  fufficient  to  have  redeemed  tlic  whole  world  :  for  if 
one  drop  had  been  enough,  why  was  all  the  refV,  even  to  the 
laft  drop,  (hed  ?  Was  God  cruel,  to*cxaft  more  from  him 
than  was  ncecfful  and  fufficient  ?  Bcfides,  we  muft  remember, 
that  the  paffions  of  Chrifl-,  which  were  infliftcd  on  him  as  the 
curfe  of  the  law,  "thefe  only  are  the  paffions  which  are  fuffi- 
cient for  olir  redemption  from  the  curfe  of  the  law ;  now 
it  was  not  a  drop  of  blood,  but  death  which  was  contained 
in  the  curfe:  this  therefore  was  ncccffary  to  be  infliftcd. 
But  furely  as  none  but  God  can  eftimate  the  weight  and  evil  of 
fin,  fo  none  but  he  can  comprehend  the  worth  and  precionf- 
,ncfs  of  the  blood  of  Cferift,  (bed  to  expiate  it.  And  being 
fo  iofinitely  precious  a  thing  which  was  offered  up  to  God,  it 
mufl, 

2.  Needs  be  a  moft  compleat  and  all  fufficient  oblation,  ful- 
ly to  expiate  the  fins  of  all  for  whom  it  was  offered,  in  all  ages 
of  the  world.  The  virtue  of  this  facrifice  reacheth  backward 
9s  far  as  Adam,  and  reacheth  forward  to  the  laft  perfon  of  the 
cleft  fpringing  from  him.  That  the  efficacy  of  it  thus  reached 
back  to  Adam,  is  plain  ;  for,  on  the  account  thereof,  he  is  failed 
••  The  Lamb  flain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,**  Rev. 
Xiii.  8. 

And  to  the  fame  fcnfe  a  judicious  f  expofitor  nnderflands 

'♦  That  alone  can  have  the  nature  of  punifhment,  which  rs  inflift- 
ed  by  a  judge  according  to  law  ;  but  it  is  cot  agreeable  to  a  law 
which  threatens  death,  that,  for  the  violation  of  it,  that  only  fhouid 
be  inflifted  which  canfet  (bedding  a  drop  of  blood.     John  Cameron^ 

p.  364* 

t  The  efficacy  and  grace  of  Chrifl,  as  he  n  the  Redeemer  of  the 
world,  18  common  to  all  ages.    Calvin  on  ihii  flacc^ 
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thofe  words  of  Chrift^  John  viii,  58.  **  Before  Abraham  was,  I 
**  am.**  And,  look,  as  the  fun  at  mid  day  extends  his  light  and 
ioflaeooe,  not  oniy  forward  towards  the  U^^efi,  bat  alfo  backward 
towards  the  Eafi,  whe/e  he  aroie  ;  lb  did  this  mofl  efficacious 
facrifice  reach  all  the  eleA  in  the  virtue  of  it,  who  died  befoie 
Cbrift  came  io  the  fle(b#  It  is  therefore  but  a  vain  cavil,  that 
ibme  make  agaioft  the  (atisfaSion  of  Cbrift,  to  render  it  needr 
lefi,  when  they  (ay,  many  were  favcd  without  it,  even  as  many  as 
were  (aved  before  the  death  of  Cbrift.  *  For  they  fay,  the  efieft 
cannot  be  before  the  caufe,  which  is  true  of  phyficaly  but  not  of  ^ 
«iord/caQfes ;  and  fuch  was  Chrift's  fatisfa^ion.  As  for  exam* 
pie,  a  capdveisfreedout  of  prifon  from  the  time  that  his  furety 
undertakes  for  him,  and  promiies  his  ranfom ;  here  the  captive 
is  a^ually.delivered,' though  the  ranfom  that  delivered  him  be 
HOC  yet  af^ually  paid.  So  it  was  in  this  cafe ;  Chrift  had  engaged 
to  the  Fathec  to  fatisfy  for  them,  and  upon  that  (ecurity  they 
were  delivered. 

And  the  virtue  of  this  oblation  not  only  reaches  thofe  believ- 
ers, that  lived  and  died  before  Chrift's  day,  but  it  extends  itfelf 
forward  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Hence  Heb.  xiii.  8.  Chrift 
is  (aid  to  be  ••  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day,  and  for  ever ;"  that  is, 
**  t  He. is  not  to  a  Saviour  to  us  that  now  live,  as  that  he  was 
*'  not  the'u*  Saviour  alfo,  that  believed  in  him,  before  us,  from 
**  the  beginning  :  nor  yet  fo  a  Saviour  both  to  them  and  us,  as 
**  that  he  ftiall  not  be  the  fame  to  .all  that  ftiall  believe  on  him 
**  iotheworld*send." 

To  the  iame  fenfe  are  thofe  words,  Heb.xi.  40.  rightly  para* 
phrafed  j  "  God  having  provided  fome  better  thing  for  us,  that 
**  they  without  us  fhould  not  be  made  perfeA  :'*  f .  d.  God  hath 
appointed  the  accooipliihnieat  of  the  promife  of  fending  the 
Meifiah,  to  be  in  the  iaft  times  %,  that  they  (viz,  that  iivtd  be- 
fore Chrift)  fhould  not  be  perfc^ed,  that  is,  juftified  and  faved, 
by  any  thing  done  in  their  time,  but  by  looking  to  otu:  rime,  and 
Cbrift's  fati$fa£Vion  made  therein  ;  whereby  they  and  we  are 
perfeftcd  tc^ether.  No  traft  of  time  can  wear  out  the  virtue 
of  this  eternal  Sacrifice.  It  is  as  frefh,  vigorous,  and  potent 
BOW,  as  the  firft  hour  it  was  o&red.    And  though  he  adiually 

*  A  natural  caufe  goi^s  before  its  efied,  in  refpeft  of  time,  not 
fb,  a  moral  caufe.     Capteron's  nmrks,  f,  3.6.  ^ 

f  Nunc  firvafr  n$n  eft  iwolhin  non  fuerit  ;  atq  e  ut  non  fit 
firvator  in  aeternum.     Gamer.  Mytotbec.  p.  337. 

%  Dixon  OB  t)ii8  place^ 
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AfiTer  it  M  itmt,  yet  he  virtually  cootin^es  it  Irf  his  inurct{&Q9 
liow  tD  hea?eQ  :  for  there  he  is  Aill  a  prieA.  And  therefore,  a- 
bout  fixty  years  after  his  afcendon,  when  he  gave  tht  RevcLitir 
«D  to  JobD,  be  appears  to  him  ia  his  prleftly  garme^t^  |ler.  i,. 
!t3.  ^'  Clothed  iQa(garaieot  down  to  the  feet,  and  girt  about  ti|if 
'^  paj>s  with  a  goldeo  girdle :"  in  ailufioa  to  the  prieftly  )Bplu>cU 
«ad  curious  girdle. 

.  And  as  the  virtue  of  this  oblation  reaches  backward  and  fpp* 
i«rard,  to  all  ages,  and  to  all  believers,  fo  to  all  the  fins  of  all  bo* 

Severs,  which  are  fully  purged  and  expiated  by  it :  this  no  other  .  ' 

4iblation  could  do.    The  legal  Sacrifices  were  no  real  expiation^  .  | 
f)at  rather  remembrances  oi  fins,  Heb.  ix.  9,  12.,  Heb.  x.  3[# 

^nd  ail  the  Tirtue  they  had,  confided  in  their  typical  relation  tp  i 

ifaiu  iacrifiee.  Gal.  iii  23.  Heb.  ix.  13.    And,  fqparate  from  i^  s 

i«rer^  altogedier  weak,  unprofitable,  and  inftgnificant  things  i) 
fieb.  tU.  i6«    But  this  blood  cleanfeth  from  all  fins,  1  John  i* 

7.,  all  fin,  originating,  or  originated,  or  aQual,  flowiog  from  ^ 

ibem  both.    It  expiates  all  fully,  without  exception,  and  fi*  ^ 

':Bally,  without  revocation.     So  that  by  his  being  made  fin  for  ^ 

us,  we  are  made  not  only,  righteous,  hut  **  the  righteuufiicfs  <^  ^1 

*i  Godmhim/^  a  Cor.  V.  2i.  \ 

|.  And  hJHy^  to  name  no  more ;  being  lb  precious  in  itfeif»  i 

mA  fo  efficacious  to  expiate  fin,  it  muft  needs  be  a  mpft  grate^  tn 

4a\  oblation  to  the  Lord,  highly  pleafing  and  delightful  in  his  '1 

teycs.    And  fo  indeed  it  is  laid,  £ph.  v.  2.,  ''He gave  bimfelf  t^ 

**  for  us,  an  offering,  and  a  iacrifiee  to  God,  for  a  fweet  iinelling  ii 

^*  fevour  */*    Not  that  God  took  any  delight  or  content  in  the  k 

^bitter  iu&rings  of  Chrift,  fimply  and  in  themfelves  confidered;  k 

/but  with  relsttion  to  the  end  for  which  he  was  offered,  even  oar  ^} 

tedemption  and  falvation.  \ 

Hence  arofe  the  delight  and  pleafure  God  had  in  it ;  this  \{ 

made  him  take  pleafure  in  bruifing  him,  Ifa.  liiL  10.    Cod  fmelt  H 

alavour  of  reft  in  this  laaifice.    The  meaning  is,  that  as  mesa  \ 

are  offended  with  a  fiench,  and  their  Aomachs  tife  at  it,  and.oa  tj^ 

the  contrary  delighted  with  fweet  odours  a;nd  fragrancies  ;  ^  ^| 

the  bleffed  God,  fpeaking  after  the^  manner  oi  man,  is  offended^  lit, 

amd  filled  with  loathing  and  abhorrence  by  our  fins;  but  te-  \ 

^  Smelltog  is  attributed  to  God,  to  denole  his  being  well  pJeafed^  ni 

bis  complacency,  and  favourable  acceptance,  as  a  man  is  refre{|]tqd  ^ 
^pd  delighted  with  a  gopd  finell :— >-to  thia  bdnngs  the  Hebrew 
expreffion,  mn^  ^11,  [^Nihbubh  ruhh"}  a  favour  of  reft  or  #f 

fweetnefs,  which  is  often  applied  to  the  facrifiees  o0ered  tofiod*  ^. 

£xod.  xix,  25*  JUf.  s.  9*    S.JSUjf.  Pksloltg.  Satra.  ^^ 
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flaitely  pl^fed  aiii  delighted  io  the  ofTering  oFCfirlR  for  dKetiff 
which  came  tip  as  an  odoar  of  fweet  fmellibg  favour  to  him» 
ilrhereof  the  coftly  perfumes  nnder  the  law  were  types  aod  ifha- 
dows.     This  uras  the  oblation. 

TUtdBy,  This  oblation  he  brings  before  CJod,  and  to  Kxh  tic 
6fiers  it  up :  So  Tpeaks  the  apoftle,  Heb.  ix.  14  **  Through  tliSs 
"  eternal  Spirit  he  offered  hhnfelf  widiout  fpot  to  Gbd.**  As 
Ghrift  fnftained  the  capacity  of  a  furcty,  fo  God  of  a  creditoi*, 
Dirho  exafled  fatisfaAion  from  hha :  that  t^,  be  requited  froili 
him,  a9  our  forety,  the  penalty  due  t6  us  for  our  fin.  And  il> 
Chrift  had  to  do  immediately  with  God,  yea,  with  d  God  it^ 
finitely  wronged,  and  incenfed  by  iin  againft  us.  To  this  id^ 
tenfisd  Majeity,  ChrUl  our  High-prieft  approacheth.  is  to  k 
devouring  fire,  With  the  facrifice. 

Fourthly^  The  perfons  for  whom,  and  in  whofe  l^ead  he  6F- 

kted  hitnfelf  to  God,  was  the  whofe  number  of  God's  elefl  f , 

which  were  given  him  of  the  Father,  neither  more  nor  fcfs:  96 

i^eak  the  icriptures.     He  laid  down  his  life  for  the  /B^ep,  Johh 

i.  15.  for  the  churih,  Afts  xit.  28.,  for  the  children  rf  OoS^ 

Jdhn3(i.  50,  J  I,  52,    It  is  confeflfed,  there  is  fofficicnty  df 

virtue  In  this  Sacri^ce  to  redeem  the  whole  world,  and  on  thafc 

account  fome  divines  affirm  he  is  called  the  '*  Saviour  of  thfe 

**  worM,"  John  iv.  42.,  et  alibi.    We  acknowledge  alfb,  that 

he  purchafed  the  fervices  of  others,  bcfidcs  the  elcA,  to  be  uft- 

hA  to  them,  as  they  many  way$  are.    In  which  itufe  f  othet% 

taice  thoft  fcriptufes  that  fpeak  fo  univerl&IIy  of  the  extent  6f  bis 

death.     AVe  alfo  ackdowiedge  that  the  eleft  being  fcatt^red  th 

iR  part^,  and  among  :dl  r^nks  of  men  in  the  World,  and  unknown 

tothofe  that  are  to  tender  Jefus  Chriil  t6  men  by  the  t>rdachit]g 

6f  the  gcrfpel ;  the  ftile  of  the  gofpel  (as  it  was  decefTai-y)  is  b¥ 

Inch  indefinite  expreflions  ftrited  to  the  genera!  tender^  they  m 

to  make  of  him:  but  that  the  efficacy  and  faving  virtue  of  thi^ 

aft'fufficient  iaaifice,  is  co-eXtended  with  God's  election,   lb 

that  they  all,  and  no  others  can,  or  fhall  reap  the  fpecial  beneflifs 

©fit,  is  too  clear  in  the  fcriptures  to  be  denied,  Kph.  V.  23,, 

John  XvB.  4,  9,  rp,  20.,  John  x.  26, 17,  28.,  i  Tim.  iv.  10. 

.    Fifthly f  The  defign  and  end  of  this  obhtion  was  to'  dronef^ 

(ladfyy  and  recoticile  God,  by  giving  him  a  full  and  adequate 

couipenfatidti  er  fatisfaftioo  for  the  fins  of  thefe  his  eleA :   lb 

Y  1 

f  I>iT^ies  teach  that  Chrift  died  faffidently  for  aUi*efficactOttfl]( on- 
ly for  the  eled4    Camenm^  as  ahve^  /.  sis» 
%  Mr.  SuoDg. 
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Ipeaks  theapoMe,  Col.  1.2a.,  ''And  haviog made  peace,  thro* 
**  theblcx>d  ofhiscrofs,  by  him  to  reconcile  ^UthiDgs  untohim* 
.**  felf ;  by  him,  I  fay,  ,whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things 
•*  in  heaven."  So  1  Cor.  v.  19.,  "  God  was  in  Chrift,  rccon- 
**  cilmg  the  world  to  himfclf.**  *  Reconciliation  is  the  making 
up  of  that  breach  caafed  by  iin»  between  us  and  God,  and  fe^ 
iloring  as  again  to  his  favour  and  friendfllip.  For  this  end  Chriil 
offered  up  himfclf  to  God ;  I  fay,  not  for  this  end  only,  but  more 
efpecially  :  hence  it  is  called  tXaurfM^^  a  propitiation  ;  and  ^  the 
Sevent}'  render  that  place,  Num.  xv,  iA«0/efyor  k^m^,  thepropitior 
ting  ram.  But  here  I  would  not  be  miAaken,  33  though  the 
reconciliation  were  made  only  between  us  and  God  the  Father^ 
by  thd  blood  of  the  crofs ;  for  we  were  reconciled  by  it  to  the 
whole  Trinity.  Every  fin  being  againft  the  divine  Majefty,  it 
mufl'  needs  follow,,  that  the  three  Perfons,. having  the  fame  di- 
vine efjTence,  muft  b«  all  offended  by  the  commiffion,  and  (o 
.911  reconciled  by  the  expiation  and  remiffion  of  the  fame.  Bat ' 
reconciliation  is  faid  to  be  with  the  Father,  becaufe,  though 
the  works  of  the  Trinity,  ad  extra^  be  undivided,  and  what 
one  doth,  all  do;  and  what  is  done  tp  one,  i^  done  to  aH;  yet 
by  this  form  and  manner  of  exprefTion,  (as  a  learned  *man  well 
obferyes),  the  fcriptnres  point  out  the  proper  office  of  each 
Perfon.  The  Father  receives  us  into  favour ;  the  Son  mediates^ 
and  gives  the  ranfom  which  procures  It;  the  Spirit  applies  and 
ieals.  this  to  the  perfons  and  hearts  of  believers.  However,  be- 
ing reconciled  to  the  Father,  we  arc  alfo  reconciled  to  the  Soa, 
.and  Spirit,  as  they  are  one  God  in  three  Perfons.  yAnd  if  it  be 
pbjefted,  that  then  Chrift  offered  up  a  facrifice,  or  laid  down  a 
price  to  reconcile  us  to  himfelf ;  1  (hall  more  fairly  and  diredlly 
iineet  with,  and  fatisfy  that  objeAion,  when  I  come  to  fpeakojp 
Chrift's  fatisfadVipn,  -which  is  one  of  the  principal  fruits  of  this 
excellent  i^hlatjon.  For  the  prcfent,  this  may  inform  you  about 
^the  nature  and  precious  worth  of  Chrifl's  oblation,  Theuies 
whereof  follow  in  thefe  &v€  pradlical  inferences* 

Inference  i.  Hence  it  follows,  That  a&ual  beVtevers  arefuir 
ly  freed  from  the  guilt  of  their  Jim  9  ^and  JbnU  never  more  come 
under  condemnation,  , 

The  obligation  of  fin  is.  perfeftly  abolilhed  by  the  virtue  of 
.this  facrifice.  Wlien  ChrifV  became  onr  facrificei  he  both  bare^ 
and  bare  away  our  fins.  FirfV,  they  were  laid  upon  him,  thea 
expiated  by  him  :  fd  much  is  imported  in  that  >¥brd,  (iebu  hi^% 

'""*  Z^c)^.  de  friius  Efoiim* 
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28.  ''  Chrift  was  ooce  ofTered  to  bear  the  fins  of  many*"  f  7» 
iear^  the  word  is  a  full  and  emphatical  word«  figoifying  ooCon^ 
ly  to  bear,  but  to  bear  away.  So  John  i.  ^9.  '*  Behold  the  Lamb 
*'  of  God,  «  m^u  that  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  world  :** 
not  only  declarativcly^  or  by  way  of  manifeftation  to  the  cop- 
fcience ;  but  really^  making  a  purgation  of  fin,  as  it  is  in  Hd|. 
t.  3.,  jMdwfMfMp  wi%^mfWH%  word  tor  word,  a  purgation  being 
wade^  and  not  declared  only.  Now,  how  great  a  mercy  is  this, 
.<*  that  by  hitn,  all  that  believe  (honld  be  juitified  from  all  things 
•*  from  which  they  could  not  be  juftificd  by  the  law  of  Mofes,*' 
Afts  xiii,  39.  What  ftuli  we  call  this  grace  ?  furcly,  we  (honld 
do  fbmewhat  more  than  admire  it,  and  faint  under  the  fenie  of 
^udi  a  mercy.  "  Bleflcd  is  he,  whofe  tranfgreflion  is  forgiven, 
<'  whofe  iin  is  covered"^,  Pfal.  xxxii.  or,  O  the  blefledneft  or 
feliddes  of  him  that  is  pardoned  !  who  can  exprefs  the  mercies, 
comforts,  happinefs  of  fuch  a  ftate  as  this?  Reader,  let  me 
Jbeg  the^  if  thou  be  one.  of  this  pardoned  number,  to  look  over 
the  cancftUed  bonds,  and  ice  what  vail  i'ums  arc  remitted  to  thee. 
Hemember  what  thou  waft  in  thy  natural  eihite ;  poifibly  tboa 
waftio  that  black  bill,  i  Cor.  vi.  3.  What,  and  yet  pardoned ! 
iiill  and  finally  pardoned,  and  that  freely,  as  to  any  hand  that  thoa 
hadft  in  the  procurement  of  it  i  what  canft  thou  do  lefs,  thaa 
fall  down  at  the  feet  of  free  grace,  and  kifs  thofe  feet  that  moved 
fo  freely  towards  fo  vile  a  finner  ?.  It  is  not  long  fince  thy  ini* 
quities  ^verc  upon  thee,  and  thou  pinedil  away  in  them.  Their 
guilt  could  by  no  creatnre- power  be  ieparated  from  thy  foul. 
Now  they  are  removed  from  thee,  as  far  as  the  Eaft  from  the  Weft^ 
PiaL  ciii.  1 1 .  So  that,  when  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  which  are  the 
two  oppoiite  points  of  heaven,  meet,  then  thy  ibul  and  its  guilt, 
may  meet  again  together. 

O  the  unfpeakable  efficacy  of  Chrift *s  facriiice,  which  extendg 
to  all  fins !  i  Johni.  7.  '<  The  blood  of  Chrift  deanfeth"  fram 
all  iins,  fins  paft  and  prefcnt,  without  exception.  And  iome 
divines  of  good  note  affirm,  all  fins  to  come  alfd;  for,  (iaith 
Mr.  Paul  Bains )^  origin  fin,  in  which  all  fnture  fins  are,  as 
fruits  in  the  root,  is  pardoned ;  and  if  theie  were  not  pardoned^ 
they  would  void  and  invalidate  former  pardons,  And  laOly,  it 
would  derogate  from  the  moft  plenary  fatisfa£tioa  of  Chrift. 
But  the  moft  fay,  and,  I  think,  truly,  that  all  the  paft  fins  of  be- 

t  The  Greek  word  «fi|yfly««y,  fignifics  to  lift  up,  or  carry  up- 
wards: fo  tl^e  Syri^c*  iC«r«aiy  k^i  «Fi|yfy»fty,  he  carried  and  took 
jip wards/    Beza*s  Greek  4nnot.  on  \  Pet^iu  24.    . 
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Ikvers  %tt  parAMed,  withotit  ref>9cation\  iSi  tfieir  prefent  fii^ 
1«4th<Mit  exceptioni  but  tiot  their  fias  to  tome  by  way  tJiMiticu  , 
fafm :  and  yet  for  them  there  is  a  pardta  of  caurtt,  which  iii 
applied  do  their  repentance;  and  application  of  Chrifi^s  blood; 
ib  that  none  of  riiem  (hall  fiaake  void  former  pardons.  Oj<t 
thefe  things  Aide  fweetly  to  thy  m^ing  heart  f 

Inference  2.  From  this  oblation  Chrift  made  of  himi^f  to  GoA 
for  our  fins,  we  infer  the  infiexihle  feveritj  tf  divine  Jujiici^ 
mfUck  ctmld  be  nf  other  way  diverted  from  ur,  and  appea/ed,  but 
by  the  bhod^Cbrifi.  If  Chrifi  had  not  prefented  himfelf  to  God 
for  tts,  Juftice  would  not  hate  (pared  us :  And  if  he  do  appesr 
before  God  as  oar  furety^It  will  not  fpare  him ;  Rom.  viii.  31.^ 
**  He  fpared  not  his  Son,  bat  delivered  him  up  to  death  for  tn 
'••  all.'*  If^forbearanee  might  have  been  expeftcd  from  any, 
4brcly  it  might  from  God,  '*  who  is  very  pitiful,  and  full  often* 
«•  dcr  mercy,"  James  v.  1 1 . ;  yet  Cod  in  this  cafe  fpared  not  tf 
one  might  have  expefted  fparing  merc^  and  abatement  froman]r# 
furcly  Chri(t  might  moft  of  all  eatpeA  it  from  his  own  Father ; 

?ret  you  hear,  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son.  Sparing  mercy  is  the 
6weft  degree  of  merey,  yet  it  was  denied  to  Chrift :  he  abated 
trim  not  a  minute  of  the  time  appointed  for  his  fuflering,  nor 
one  degree  of  wrath  he  Was  to  bear  :  nay,  though  in  the  gar- 
den Chrift  fell  upon  the  ground,  and  fweat  dodders  of  b)oo<f, 
nod  in  that  unparalleled  agony  fcrned  up  his  fpirit  to  the  higheft 
Intention,  in  that  pitiful  iry,  ^'  Father,  if  it  be  poflible,  let  this 
•*  cup  pafi  ;•'  and  though  he  brake  out  upon  the  aofs,  In  that 
Aeart-rending  complaint,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thoti 
*^  fer&ken  me  ?"  yet  no  abatement;  Jullice  will  not  bend  in  the 
leaft  X  but  having  to  do  yn\\x  him  on  this  account,  refblves  up- 
on  fatisfadtipn  from  hi$  blood.  If  this  be  (b,  what  is  the  cafe  of 
thy  foul,  reader,  if  thou  be  a  man  or  woman  that  haft  no  interefl: 
in  this  facri(ice  ?  For  if  thefe  things  be  done  in  (Chrift)  a  greci 
tree,  what  will  be  done  to  (thee)  the  dry  tree  ?  Luke  xjoii.  3 1 . 
**  O  That  is,  if  God  fo  deal  with  me,  that  t  am  not  pnly  inno- 
*•  Cent,  bat  like  a  green  and  fruitful  tree,  full  of  all  delegable 
^  fruits  of  hoKnefs ;  yet  if  the  fire  of  his  indignation  thus  feize 
••  upon  me,  what  will  be  your  condition,  that  are  both  barreii 
*•  and  guilty,  void  of  all  good  fruit,  and  full  of  all  unrighteoup.  - 
*»  nefs,"  and  fo  Itke  dry  fcary  wood,  are  Atted  as  fewel  to  the  fire  ? 
Confider  with  thyfelf,  man,  bow  canft  thou  imagine  thouxaaft" 

j[  &  f tear  A  t^arn*^  if  tfMt  i^xafies  uu  tHuikXu  imm  mfip»M  tm  rtf  3u« 
fU9$4f.    Thus  Theophilad  beautifully  paraphcafei  ott  t^t  paOage. 
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(oppQrt  that  infioitf  wrath  that  Chrift  grappled  with  in  th« 
room  of  God's  eie€b !  He  bad  the  Ar^agth  of  a  Deity  to  fupport 
bim,  Ifa,  :ida.  i.  "  Behold  my  fcrvaot  whom  I  qpbold."  ikhad 
the  falnefs  of  his  Spirit  to  prepare  bim,  Ha.  Ixi*  lu    H<:  had 
th^  mioiftry  of  aa  angei,  who  came  poft  from  heaven  to  reliere 
him  io  his  agoivy,  Luke  xm  43*    He  had  the  ear  of  bis  Father 
lo  hear  him,  for  he  cried^  *<  a^d  was  heard  in  that  he  feared/* 
fi^b.  V,  7.    He  was  aflured  of  the  victory,  before  the  OHabat ; 
he  knew  he  (hould  be  juftifitd,  Ifa.  1.  8.,  and  yet  for  all  this  be 
waa  fore  amazed,  and  forrowful  even  to  death,  and  his  h^art  wa^ 
IBielted  like  wax  in  the  mldfl  of  his  bowels.     If  the  (afe  {loo4 
thus  with  Chrift,  notwithfianding  aU  thel^  advantages  he  ha4 
to  bear  the  wrath  of  God  for  a  little  time ;  how  doft  thou  think 
a  poor  worm  as  thou  art,  to  dwell  with,  everlaftiog  barning% 
or  contend  with  devouring  fire  I  Luther  iaw  ground  cnoqgb  for 
what  he  faid,  when  he  criedi  out,  *'  I  will  have  nothing  to  d0 
<«  with  an  abfolute  God  *,'*  f.  e.  with  a  God  out  of  Cbrift: 
for,  **  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
**  God."    Wo  aud  alas  for  evermore  to  that  man  that  meeta  a 
juft  and  righteous  God  without  a  Mediator !  Whoever  thou  art 
that  readeft  thefe  lines,  I  befeech  thee,  by  the  mercies  of  Go4 
by  all  the  regard  and  love  thou  haft  to  tby  own  fouJi  nagleft 
not  time,  but  make  quick  and  fure  work  of  it«    Get  an  tnte* 
reft  in  this  (acrifice  quickly,  what  eUe  will  be  thy  ftate  when 
vaft  eternity  opens  to  fwallow  thee  up  ?  what  wilt  thon  do, 
man,  when  thine  eyeoftrings  and  heart  ftriogs  are  breaking? 
P  what  a  fearful  (briek  wUl  thy  confcience  give,  when  thou 
art  preiented  before  the  dreadful  Qod,  and  90  Chrift  to  faeen 
thee  from  bis  indignation  I  Happy  i$  that  man  who  can  fry  in 
a  dying  hour,  as  one  did  f,  who  beiog  defired»  a  little  before 
bis  dUrolution,  to  give  his  friends  a  little  tafte  of  bis  ^isx^t 
^opes,  and  the  grounds  of  them«  cheariuUy  anfw^red,  I  wiU  kt 
you  kn^w  how  it  is  with  vac :  then  ftretching  forth  his  ban4 
faid 

<'  Here  is  the  grave»  the  yrrath  of  God,  and  devouring  8aQ«s», 
.f*  the  juft  puniftiment  of  fin,  OQ  the  one  iide;  and  here  am  I9 
«r  a  popr  fmful  Joul,  on  the  other  fide :  but  this  is  my  comforfy 
^*  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  is  eftabli(h^d  upon  fo  maagr 
*'  fore  promii^s»  hath  falved  all.  There  is  an  a£t  of  oUivioa 
**  pafled.iii  hcav^ :  /  Vf.iUfargi'^i  their  iniqtdtieSy  mid  their Jms 
**  VfUl  I  remember  no  more.    This  is  the  bleiTed  privikgq  ^f 

*  j>ftIo  Pmm  ahf9hfmm. 
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♦*  all  >vfthifi  the  covenant,  among  whom  I  am  one."    O  *i\%  , 
iwcet  at  all  times,  eipecially  at  fuch  a  time,  to  fee  the  recoBcU- 
cd  tacc  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  hear  the  voice  of  peace 
through  the  blood  of  the  crofs  ! 

Inference  3.  Hath  Chrift  ofFc;red  up  himfelf  a  facrificc  to  God 
for  us  ?  Then  let  us  improve^  in  every  condition,  this  facrifice^ 
and  labour  to  get  hearts  duly  affected  with  fuch  a  fight  as  faith 
can  give  us  of  it.  Whatever  the  condition  or  complaint  of  any 
chriftian  is,  the  beholding  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away 
the  fiQ  of  the  world,  may  give  him  ftrong  fupport,  and  fweet 
relief.  Do  you  complain  of  the  hardncfs  of  your  hearts,  and 
Mvaat  of  love  to  Chrift  ?  behold  him  as  offered  up  to  God  for 
you ;  and  fuch  a  fight^  (if  any  in  the  world  will  do  it)  will 
melt  your  hard  hearts.  Zech.  xii.  lo.  •*  They  (hall  look  upott 
**  roe  whom  they  have  jwerced,  and  (hall  mourn."  It  is  report* 
cd  of  Johannes  Milius,  that  he  was  never  obferved  to  fpeak  of 
Chrift  and  his  fufferings,  but  his  eyes  would  drop.  Art  thou 
too  little  touched  and  unaifedled  with  the  evil  of  iin  ?  Is  it  thy 
complaint,  Chriftian,  that  thou  canft  not  make  fin  bear  fo  hard 
upon  thy  heart  as  thou  wouldft  ?  confider  but  what  thou  haft 
now  read ;  realize  this  facrifice  by  faith,  and  try  what  efficacy 
there  is  in  it  to  make  fm,  for  ever  bitter,  as  death  to  thy  foul. 
Suppofe  thine  own  father  had  been  ftabb*d  to  the  heart  with 
inch  a  knife,  and  his  blood  were  upon  it,  wouldft  thou  delight 
to  &«,  or  endure  to  ufe  that  knife  any  more  ?  fm  is  the  knife 
that  ftabb'd  Chrift  to  the  heart ;  this  ihed  his  blood.  Surely, 
you  can  never  make  light  of  that  which  lay  fo  heavy  upon  the 
foul  and  body  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Or  is  your  heart  preft  down  even  to  defpondency,  under  the 
guilt  of  fin,  fo  that  you  cry,  how  can  fuch  a  (inner  as  I  be  par- 
doned ?  my  iin  is  greater  than  can  be  forgiven  ?  "  Behold  the 
••  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world."  Re- 
member that  no  fm  can  ftand  before  the  ef&cacy  of  his  blood. 
X  Johp  i.  7.  ••  The  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  cleanfcth  from  all  fin.^* 
This  facrifice  makes  unto  God  full  fatisfaAion. 

Are  you  at  any  time  ftaggering  through  unbelief?  filled  with 
tmbelieving  fufpicions  of  the  promifes  \  Look  hither,  and  you 
fhall  fee  them  all  ratified  and  efbbliftied  in  the  blood  of  the 
crofs,  fo  that  hills  and  mountains  fiiall  fooner  ftart  frdm  their 
own  bafis  and  centers,  than  one  tittle  of  the  promiie  fail :  Heb. 
&.  17,  18,  19. 

Do  you  at  any  time  find  your  hearts  fretting,  difquieted,  and 
impatient  under  every  petty  crofs  and  trial  ?  See  how  quietly 
Chrift  your  Ikcrificc  came  to  the  altar»  how  meekly  and  patient* 
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.ly  he  ftood  under  all  the.  wrath  of  Cod  and  men  together*  This 
will  filence,  convince  and  ftiame  you. 

^  In  a  word,  here  you  will  fee  fo  much  of  the  grace  of  God, 
gnd  love  gf  Cbrifl,  in  providing  and  becoming  a  facril^ce  for 
you  :  you  will  fee  God  taking  vengeance  againU  fm,  but  fpar- 
ing  the  finner  :  you  will  fee  Chrift  ftanding  as  the  body  of  fin 
alone  ; ,  for  **  he  was  made  fin  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made 
"  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  :*'  that  whatever  corruptioa 

^burdcf^,  this,  in  the  believing  application^  will  fupport;  what- 
ever grace  be  defeftive,  this  will  revive  it. 

;  Blejfed  be  Cod  for  Jefus  Chriji. 

,S    E    R    M    O    N      XIIL 

Opens  the  Tnterceffion  of  Ghrift  our  fligh-Priefl:,  be- 
ing the  fecond  A£l  or  Part  of  his  PrieUly  Office. 

■  Hes.  vii.'  25.  Wherefore  he  is  able  alfo  to'fave  them  ta  the,  utter* 
mp//,  that  come  unto  Cod  by  him^  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make 
inter cejjion  for  them, 

.  TT  A  V I N  G  difpatchcd  the  firft  part,  or  aft  of  Chrift's  prieft- 

•  '*"*'  hoodi  confining  in  \m  Oblation;  we  come  to  the  other 
.branclx  of  it,  confining  in  his  *  InterceJ^mt  which  is  nothing 

eife  but  the  virtual  continuation  of  his  offering  once  made  oa 
r^rtb ;  that  being  medium  reconciUationis^  the  means  of  rcoficil* 
ting ;  this,  medium  appHeattonis^  the  way  and  means  of  his  apn- 

♦  plying  to  us  the  benefits  purchafed  by  it.     • 

.      This  fecond  part,,  or  branxrh  of  his  prtcftbood,  was  typified 

by  the  High  PrieA's^ntring  with  the  blood  of  the  facrifice  and 

fweet  incenfe  into  the  holy  place  :  Lev,  xvi.  I2,  13,  14.  *•  And 

t  •*  he  (hall  take  the  cenfcr  full  of  burning  coals  of  fire  from  off 

'*  the  alta^  beforetbe  Lord,  and  his  ^ands  foil  of  fweet  incenfe 

« '^^beaten  fipall^  and  bring  itwithin  the  vail.     Aiidhc  (hidl  pot 

:*^  the  incenfe  upon  the  ftre  before  the  Lord,  that  the  c|©ud  of 

.  ^*  the  incenie  oiay  cover  the  mercy-feat  that  is  upon  the  teftt* 

*  Seeing  the  rederhptioti  which. he  wrou|Ht  is  the  foundation* «4 
..the  intei'ceiBoiv-'rand  therefore  the  fcripture  ufes  t©  mention  thf  irc* 
.  demption  arid  the  iotercef£on  as  two  infeparable  parts  gl  Chit's  £1^ 
-  cxifice.     RavanelU  m  the  mtord  iotexcecd*  \ 

Vol.,  I.  Z       '  .        ' 
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**  inody,  tb&t  he  die  oot.  And  he  (hall  take  the  blood  of  the 
**  bullock,  and  fprinkle  it  With  bis  finger  upon  the  mercy-feaT, 
•'*  taflward,**dc.  Chrift'soflferinghimfetf  on  earth,  anfwerfed  to 
Vhe  killiog  of  the  iacrifice  without ;  and  his  entring  into  h^ayeii, 
there  to  intercede,  was  that  which  anfwer^d  to  the  prieft's  going 
Vith  blood,  and  his  hands  full  of  incenfe,  within  the  vail.  So 
that  this  is  a  part,  ytSL^  a  Tpedal  part  <!>f  Chrift's  prieflhood ;  and 
lb  neceifa^  to  it,  that  if  he  had  not  done  this,  all  his  work  on 
tarth  had  fignified  nothing ;  nor  had  he  been  a  prieft,  that  is,  a 
compleat  and  perfedl  prieft,  if  be  had  netnained  on  earth,  Heb. 
viii.  4.  becanfe  the  rery  deiign  and  end  of  (bedding  bis  blood  on 
earth  had  been  fruftrated,  which  was  to  carry  it  before  the  Lord 
Into  heaven.  So  that  this  is  the  principal  pesfeAive  part  of  the 
prieft  hood :  be  aAed  the  firft  part  on  earth,  in  a  ftate  of  deep  a* 
bafement,  in  the  form  of  a  lervant;  bnt  be  afbs  this  in  glory, 
whereto  he  is  taken,  np,  that  be  may  fidfil  bisxif  ftga  in  dj^og, 
Vnd  give  the  work  of  our  Kalvatioo  Its  laft  compleating  a£t.  So 
much  H  fafipdrted  in  dii^  fcriptnte.  Which  tells  ns,  by  rekfonbere'* 
of,  he  "  is  able  to  feve  to  the  uttermoft,"  ejrc. 

Th^  ^^ds  contain  Siici  eWcooragettieAt  to  belie«ters^  to  td«ie 
f6  Goil  kl  the  XK^y  of  faith,  drawn  from  the  in terceffion  of  Chrift 
in  beaven  for  them*:  In  which  yon  may  take  fioticc  of  diefe 
principal  parts. 

i.  The  qiialtty  bf  tbc  perfSns  here  epicotnraged,  wh6  are  dfe-  ^ 
£.Tibed  by  a  dired  a^t  of  faith,  as.poOr  recvmbents  that  are  gf>- 
ing  oQt  dF  tbemfelves  to  God  by  faith }  bnt  confciotis  of  greac 
'Unwortfaineis  in  dsemfelves,  and  thence  apt  to  be  difeoun^ed. 

3.  The  encouragement  propounded'tofuch  believers,  drawn^ 
from  Ibe  ability  of  Jefos  Chrift,  in  wbofe  name  tbey  go  to  tbe         <| 
Father,  to  lave  them  to  the  uttermoft,  i,  t,  fully,  pcrfcftly,  coa|»  " 
pfeatiy ;  <w  (b  this  einpbatical  word,  Hf  t«  »«fnAi(  f.  fignifies,       , 
^  tbt  ikving  ut  wholly,  throughly,  compleatiy,  and  altt)getber^        1 
giving  otr  faivatbn  its  iaft  iaS  and  completion. 

$.  Tbe  ground  or  reafen  of  this  his  laving  ability  s  **  Seeing  \ 
**  be  ever  liveth  to  make  iaterte/Tion  i*^  i .  e.  be  bath  not  only 
ofiered  up  bis  blood  to  God  upon  the  tree,  as  a  full  prke  to 
purcbaie  pardon  and  grace  for  believers ;  but  lives  in  heftveft, 
a^d  tlnrtfor  ever,  toqtply  unto  us,  in  tbe  way  of  interceffic^^ 
all  the  fruitSi  bleffings,  and  benefits,  that  that  precious  blood  of 

t  The  Gf «?A  Wort*  *\^ti4  >n  ^i^y^Mc,  afod  %ti  ^  hnftKis^  dSfcr 
t(i  fheir  eftiphafis,  and  not  as  to  the  fd^d- matter.  For  the  iaMr 
properly  fignifies  perpettnty  of  itme«  Tlit  oditr  spl  oidy  tkis*  ^Ma 
perfedion  ia  all  refpe^s*    Cantnen. 


St^%u,  XBt  p*  Smtfm  «f  Kfih  iff 

bis  deki[^t  wi  i|^th  procured  09  a  pric^  for  them.  T^^ 
words  thus  opeaed»  the  police  I  (h;^l  iiotgl^  oQt«  from  ^oQg 
piaQy  tl^t  lie  ia  themi  a»  ioqA  fuitabie  to  my  d^fign  aud  pur^ 
pcfp,isthis; 

1 
Dofl:,  Tiat  J^us  mr  Higlhprii/i  lives  /or  iV^r,  in  the  cpL* 
facit^  ^a  ((Otent  inter ceffsr^  in  heaven^  fqr  heUevers. 

Hcr^  V0  will  oiqairt,  Flrft^  What4t  i$  for  Cbrift  to  be  a^ 
iDtcroeflbr.  Secondly t  By  what  z&%  he  performs  that  work  \i^ 
)iei?en.  Thirdly ^  Whence  the  potency  apd  prevalency  of  hi$ 
jutercefiion  is.  tourthfyy  and  laftly,  Hpw  he  lives  for  ever  tf 
make  intercaeiGoo  for  i». 

firft.  What  it  n  fbr  Cbrift  to  be  an  intcreeflbr  fqt  us.  T9 
iateroide  in  geocralt  1$  to  go  b^twi^t  iwq  parties,  to  latreat^ 
91^6,  aad  pkad  with  oi)ie  for  the  other*  And  of  thb  there 
are  two  forts;  1.  B»  ch^rHate^  ut  frairUt  that  whereby  oae 
CbriAiafi  prays  and  pleads  with  God  for  another^  i  Tim.  ii.  i . 
%.  Ex  officio  mediatoriOf  that  whereby  Chrift,  as  ap  aA  of  of* 
fice,  prefeats  himfelf  before  Qod  to  requeft  for  us.  Setwi^t 
thefe  two  \%  this  di|iferefice»  that  the  former  is  performed  not 
10  our  own,  but  ano4)er's  name ;  we  can  tender  no  requeft  to 
Cod  fOimediately»  or  for  our  own  fake,- either  for  oi^rfelvea^ 
<x  for  others:  JohnsLvi.  13.  "  Whatlbever '  ye  feall  aft  thp 
**  Father  in  my  name,  he  wW  pvc  it  you.'*  But  the  latter^ 
which  is  proper  to  Chrift,  ia  an  iaterce/non  with  God  for  us,  ja 
ibis  own  name,  and  upon  the  account  of  his  proper  merit )  th^ 
one  is  a  private  aift  of  charity,  the  other  a  public  aA  of  office : 
mid  fi)  he  is  our  advocate  (^  couri-fricmi,  as  Sataia  is  oyr  ap* 
ipufer  or  eourt-adveriary.  Satan  is  i  ^tr^^^gf  one  that  charges 
us  before  God,  i  'Pet.  v.  8.  and  continually  endeavours  t9 
Slake  breaches  between  us  and  God.  Chrift  is «;  r^^^nt^^,  on^ 
attorney,  or  advocate,  that  pleads  for  us,  and  continues  peace 
and  friendflup  between  us  and  God,  1  John  ii.  ^.-  **  If  ^ny  man 
^*  fin,  we  have  an  advocate.with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the 
^^  righre©^/' 

And  thus  to  mdce  inlcFcelion,  is  the  peculiar  aQdiii^eoq»m9r 
ittcable  prerogative  of  JeTus  Cbrift ;  None  hm  be  an  go  i« 
hia  own  n«me  t9  God.  And  in  that  fenfe  we  are  tp  underftan4 
iSpM  ^aee,  E^k.^v.  a,  3.  ^^Tken  faid  the  (^brdunto  mc^ 
i^'  This  gate  Aall  be  fliot.  It  fliaii  nol  be  opened,  and  no  ma« 
'<  (hall  enter  il»  by  it,  bec^ufe  the  IX)rd  the  Goi  of  Iftael  hfttb 
'*  entered  in  by  it,  therefore  it  (hall  be  fiiat.    It  is  for  the  prisce^f 
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.  ••  the  prince  he  (hall  fit  in  it,  to  eat  bread  before  the  Ix)rd/* 
ifc.  The  great  broad  gate,  called  here  the  prince's  gate ^  fignifies 
that  abundant  and  direA  entrance  that  Chrift  had  into  heaveii 
by  his  own  meritt,  and  in  his  own  name  * ;  this,  faith  the  Lord^ 
jDiall  be  (hut,  no  man  (hall  euter  in  by  it ;  all  other  men  mnft 
come  thi^er,  as  it  were,  by  collateral  or  fide  doors,  which  look- 
ed ill  towards  the  altar,  viz.  hy  virtue  of  the  Mediator,  and 
through  the  benefit  of  his  death  imputed  to  them. 

And  yet,  though  God,  hath  for  ever  (hut  up  and  barred  this 
way  to  all  the  children  of  men,  telling  us  that  no  man  (hall  e- 
ver  have  accefs  to  him  in  his  own  name,  as  Chrift  the  Prince 
had;  bow  do.Tome,  notwithflanding,  ftrive  to  force  open  the 
Prince's  gate  t-  So  do  they,  that  found  the  interceflion  of 
faints  upon  their  own  works  and  merits,  thereby  fobbing  Chrift 
of  his  peculiar  glory ;  but  all  that  fo  approach  Cod,  approach 
a  devouring  fire ;  Chrift  only,  in  the  virtue  of  bis  blood,  thus 
comes  before  him,  to  make  interce(fion  for  us. 

Secondly t  We  will  enquire  wherein  the  intercc(fion  of  Chrift 
}n  heaven  confifts,  or  by  what  a£ls  he  performs  this  glorious 
office  tllere.     And  the  fcriptures  place  it  in  three  things: 

1 .  In  his  pre/enting  himfe If  before  the  Lord  in  our  names ^  and 
vpon  our  account  %.  So  w«  read  in  Heb.  ix.  28.  **  Chrift  is 
***  entered  into  heaven  itfelf,  now  to  appear  in  the  prcfence  of 
•*  God  for  us."  ,  The  apoftle  manife(lly  alludes  to  the  highi 
prieft's  appearing  in  the  holy  of  holies,  which  was  the  figure  of 
heaven,  preitnting  to  the  Lord  the  names  of  the  twelve  tribes 
of  Ifracl,  which  were  on  his  breaft  and  (houlders,  Exod.  xHviii. 
5),  12,  28,  29.  To  which  the  church  is  fuppofed  to  allude  ia 
that  reque£^.  Cant:  viii.  6.  ^*  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thine  heart, 
•*  as  a  leal  upon  thine  arm/'  Now  the  very  fight  of  Chrift,  our 
High-prieft  in  heaven,  prcivails  exceedingly  >^ith  God,  and  turns 
away  his  di(^leaiure  from  us.    As  when  God  looks  upon  the 

**  See  Deodati,  and  our  Englifh  hpx^ox.  on  this  place*  ' 

,  f  Peter  Lombard,  book  4.  dift;  45. 

J  \yc  muft  fee  wjiat  is  meant  by  his  appearing  for  us  hefir}f 
Cod :  This  has  refpefl  to  the  types  of  the  antient  high-prieft,  who, 
having  entered  within  the  vail,  was  faid  to  appear  before  QtA  fpr 
the  people,  in  regard  he  prefented  himfelf  before  God  with  the  bloo4 
of  the  go^t  that  was  the  fin  offering  ;  and  by  bis  prayers,  reqaeft* 
ed,  as  a  fiipptiant,  that  he  (hould  be  propitious  to  his  (ins,  and 
thcfe  of  the  people,  not  for  the  fake  of  the  blood  of  that  goat,  bu^ 
of  that  which  wa^  reprefented  by  it,  the  blood  of  Chrift  the  ^(v 
4iA(Qr  tQ  bcfli^  afterwiurds.    fi^.  JP4reu4  ^  thi^  fiacu 
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rainbowy  which  is-  the  fign  of  the  covenant,  he  ten^/nbers  the 
earth  in  mercy  :  fo  when  he  looks  on  Chrift,  hi^  heart  muft 
needs  be  towards  us,  upon  his  account;  and  therefore  itt 
Rev.  iv.  3.,  Chriit  iS  compared  to  a  rainbow  encompaffing  thd 
throne. 

2.  ChrilV  performs  his  intercefficto-work  in  heaven  ♦,  not  by 
a  naked  appearing  in  the  prefence  of  God  only,  but  alio  by  fre< 
fenting  bis  bbod^  and  all  his  Jufferings  to  God^  as  amoving  plea  ^n 
9ur  account.  Whether  he  makes  any  proper  oral  incerceffion 
there,  as  he  did  on  earth,  is  not  lb  clear ;  fc)me  incline  to  it,  and 
think  it  is  countenanced  by  Zechariah,  chap.4.  12,  13:,  Where 
Chrift  our  Intcrceflbr  prefents  a  proper  vocal  requeft  to  the 
Father,  in  the  behalf  of  his  people;  iaying,  *•  O  Lord  of  hpfts, 
**  how  long  wilt  thou  not  have  mercy  on  Jerufalem,  and  on  the 
*'  cities  of  Judah,  againft  whom  thou  haft  had  indignation  thefo 
**  thredcore  and  ten  years  ?  And  the  Lord  anlwered  him  with 
*•  good  and  comfortable  words.'*  And  fo  Afts  ii.  23.  as  foon 
as  he  came  to  heaven,  he  is  faid  (and  that  is  the  firft  fruits  of 
bis  ibtercellton)  to  obtain  the  promife  of  the  Hofy  Choft,  But 
fare  I  am,  an  intercecding  voice  is  by  an  ufual  prqfopopeia  attri- 
buted to'his  blood  ;  vrhich  in  Heb.  xii.  24.  is  faid  '/  to  fpeak 
•*  better  things  than  that  of  AbeL"  Now  Abel's  blood,  and  fo 
Chrift's,  do  cry  unto  God,  as  the  hireof  the  labourers  unjuftiy 
detained,  or  the  whole  creation,  which  is  in  bondage,  through 
our  fins,  is  faid  to  ci^  and  groati  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord,  Jgm. 
V.  4.;  Rom.  viii.  22.,  notvocally,  but  efficacioufly..  A  rare 
illuftfafion  of  this  efficacious  intercefiion  of  Chrift  in  heaven, 

.  we  have  in  that  famous  flory  of  Amintas  t>  who  apeared  as  aa 
advocate  for  his  brother  ^ecbylus,  who  was  flrongly  accufed 
and  very  likely  to  be  condemned  to  die.  >j[ow  Amintas4)av!ng' 
performed  great  fervices,  and  merited  Jbighly  of  the  cpmnion- 
wealth,  in  whofe  fervice  one  pf  his  hands  was  cut  off  in  the 
field  ;  he  comes  into  the  court  in  his  brother's  behalf,  and  faid 
nothing,  but  only  lifted  up  his  arm,  and  (hewed  them  cabitwn 

fine  manuy  an  arm  without  a  hand ;  which  fo  moved  them; 

.  that,  without  a  word  fpeaking,  they  fr«ed  his  brother  immcdi*. 
^tely. 

And  thus  if  you  look  into  Rev.  v.  6.  youftiallfee  in  what 

♦  By  willing  and  prudently  defiring,  as  formerly  on  earth,  fo  al- 
io when  with  his  Father  in  heaven,  be  infifts  that  the  virtue  and  cf«  * 
]£cacy  6f  his  death  may  be  applied/ to  our  falvatidn.    Synopfs  purh 
qrh  Theol,  p,  5464  .         •  < 
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foBt&tm  <^ft  ts  repreleoted,  TiSonaily  theft,  ii«  ftandiag  bpr 
mecn  God  and  as;  *^  And  1  beheld,  aiidlp,  in  the midd  crf^tjic 
««  throne,  and  the  foiur  beeft^  and  tathe  midfl  of  the  eldere 
**  flood  a  Lai^b  ai  it  had  beeo  daio  &"  «.  #.  bear  teg  in  bis  glo** 
rified  body  the  marks  of  death  and  facr  i  fice  *.  Tbote  wounds  hf 
lecetred  for  our  im  on  eerth»  ere.  as  it  were^  fliU  freib  bleec^ng 
ik  heeveo  :  a  mo^og  and  prev^atliog  ergnmeat  it  is  with  the  f^ 
tfaer,  to  gm  oat  the  mercies  he  pleads  for. 

$.  And  laftly»  He  prefpUs  tU  pr^eri  tf  Ut/ainis  tQ^C»4» 
vnth  Us  merits  :  md  defa$s  ihaf  thiy  nmyf^r  hisfuka  hgr^ntr 
ml.  He  caufea  n  cloud  of  inoenfe  to  afcend  before  God  widi 
them.  Rev.  yiu  3.  AU  thele  were  excellently  typified  oqt  by 
Ifae  going  in  of  the  bigh-prieft  before  die  I^d,  with  the  namep 
of  the  children  of  Jfirael  on  his  breaft,  mtb  the  blood  of  the  fa* 
erMce,  and  his  hands  foil  of  ioGeiile>  as  the  apoftle  expl^  t^em 
in  Heb.  tiio  and  Heb.  ix. 

Thirdly t  And  that  this  ioterceflion  of  CbriA  is  moft  potent, 
foccefsfnl,  and.  provalcAt  with  God,  will  be  cmced,  bothfrooi 
the  qualifications  of  this  our  Advocate,  fronthis  great  intereft  in 
the  Father,  from  the  nature  of  the  place  he  n&th  with  God,  an4 
from  the  relation  and  intereft  believers  have^  both  ia  the  fa* 
Iher  to  whom,  and  the  800  by  whom  this  intercc^ion  is 
made. 

I.  Our  interceflbr  in  the  heaveos  is  every  way  able  and  £t  for 
the  work  he  is  engaged  in  there.  Whatever  Is  defirable  in  an 
advocate,  is  in  him  eminently.  It  is  nece(&ry  that  he  who  un- 
liertakes  to  plead  the  canfe  of  another,  efpecially  if  it  be  weighty 
eeid  intricate,  Aunsld  be  wife,  faithful,  tender-hearted,  and  one 
that  concerns  himfelf  in  the  fucoefs  of  bis  bufinefs.  Our  Advo- 
cate Gbrift,  wants  no  wifdom  to  manage  his  work  ;  he  is  the 
wifiiom  of  God,  yea,  mfy  w^,  Jode  2$.  There  is  much  folljr 
an  tho  beft  of  o«r  duties,  we  know  not  how  to  prefs  an  argu- 
ment home  with  God ;  bnt  Chrift  h?th  the  art  of  it.  Our  buA* 
fieis  is  in  a  m&  hand :  he  is  no4efs  faithful  than  wife ;  there- 
fore he  is  called  <'a  faithful  Higb'prieft,  in  thiugs  pertsining  to 
''  God,"  Heb.  ii.  17.  He  affures  us  we  m?y  (afely  tryft  oujr 
concerns  with  him',  John  xiv.  2.  ''  In  my  Father's  boufe  are 
^*  many  manfions ;  if  it  were  not  |b,  I  would  h$ve  you  told  you  ;'* 
q.  d.  Do  you  think  I  could  deceive  you  ?  men  may  cheat  you, 
but  I  will  not ;  yonr  own  hearts  may  and  daily  do  deceive  you, 
hut  fo  will  not  I.  'And  for  tender-heartednefs,  9nd  ienfible  r^ 
tcntmeuts  for  our  conditions,  ttee  n  wae  like  bio  •  iieb*  vr^ 

*  Peodati  on  this  place. 
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15.  <*  Fbruircfctvc  tiotan  High  prlcft  whocatitidt  be  tOQclied 
^*  With  the  feeling  of  our  infitmitfcJ  ;  but  was  itt  all  pointi 
"  teoipted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  fio."  We  have  not  0116  V 
that  cannot  fympathitt,  io  it  is  in  the  Greek  •  :  and  oa  pnrpoft 
that  he  might  the  better  f^mpathite  with  us,  he  came  as  near  to 
onr  conditions,  as  the  holinefi  of  his  nature  conid  permit.  'Et 
fa<fe%d  hiiAfelf  to  be  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  6d 
only  excepted. 

And  then  for  his  eonoernmeht  aiid  iotereft  in  the  (boeefi  of 
hts  fnit ;  he  not  only  reckons,  bat  hath  really  made  it  his  crwn  io- 
tereft, yea,  more  his  own  than  it  is  oars  :  For  now  by  reafen  of 
the  myftica!  \inion,  all  Otir  wants  and  troubles  are  h»,  Eph.  L 
13.  yea,  his  own  glory  atid  oompietcnefs,  as  Mediator,  is  deeply 
tntcrtfted  in  it ;  and  therefore  we  need  not  doubt  but  he  will 
iiic  all  care  and  diligence  ii^  that  Work,  If  you  fay,  fo  be  may, 
and  yet  not  fpeed  for  all  that,  for  It  depends  upon  the  Father^ 
grant :  True,  but  then, 

-2.  Confidcr  the  great  intereftbehath  in  the  Father,  with 
^offl  he  intercedes.  Chrift  is  his  dear  Son,  Col.  i.  1 3.  the  be- 
loved of  his  foul,  Eph.  i.  6.  Betwbit  him  and  the  Fa^er,  wijth 
whom,  when  he  intercedes,  there  is  an  unity,  not  only  (^nature, 
but  will  $  and  fo  he  always  hears  him,  John  xi.  4I.  Tea,  and  bk 
fakl  to  his  dear  Sod,  whe6  became  firft  to  heaven,  **  Atkoirsic, 
*•  and  I  will  give  thet,"  Pfal.  li.  8.    Moreover, 

He  mufl  needs  fpeed  in  his  fuit,  if  ytni  confider  the  nattnt 
of  his  itKerceAion,  which  is  juft  and  reaibnable  for  the  maner^ 
urgent  and  continual,  for  the  manner  of  it.  The  matter  of  his 
Irc^ucft  is  mod  equal :  what  he  defires,  is  not  defired  grafit,  ot 
tipon^erms  unbecomiBg  the  hofinds  and  righteoufhels  of  God 
io  grant ;  he  defires  no  more  but  what  he  has  deferved,  and  gtveflt 
«  valnaHe  confideration  to  Ae  Father  fcJr.  And  fo  the  jufticc 
<rf  <5od  doth,  not  only,  not  bppofc,  but  furthers  and  pleads  for 
^the  granting  and  fulfilling  his  requefts. 

Here  yon  misft  remember,  that  the  Father  is  mrder  a  CoVe- 
sant  tie  and  bond  to  do  what  he  aflcs  ;  for  Chrift  having  Mly 

*  VS/n  li0mUt$v  ■&vfttmhifMt*  Though  he  ei^nttot  weep  or  gnttt 
^ov  as  he  did  on  eurtii,  yet  he  t^m  love  now  as  mock  as 'ever  tite 
4arved ;  and  therefore  he  h>0ks  down  firott  beatea  cipon  erery  ^atti- 
-mihx  member  4  he  feeth  that  this  maa  waors  thia  grace,  and  that  msb 
mmt%  that ;  and  theoth^r  k  ki  daoger  of  ehis  cornafttiMa,  or  that 
.tecpfpcatioU :  aod  iSe  0  daily  earrytng  on  the  cure.  You  lee  not  ymr 
Phyiician,  he  ftands  out  ef  your  fight ;  but  h&ieeth  you,  and  tt  js 
/he  that  dorh  all  for  you  that  is  done.     Banter's  treatifc  efcmiKt^ 

^  '         -  i 
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performed  the  work  on  his  part,  the  mercies  he  foterecdes  for* 
?rre  as  dne  as  the  hire  of  the  laboarer  is  when  the  work  is  faith- 
fully done.  And  as  the  matter  is  juft,  fo  the  manner  of  his  ia- 
terccilion  is  nrgent  and  continual.  How  importunate  a  fuiter  he 
Uy  may  be  gathered  from  that  fpecimcn  given  of  it  in  Johnxvii. ; 
apd  for  the  conftancy  of  it,  my  text  tells  us,  "  he  ever  lives  to 
**  riiake  interceffion.:"  'Tis  his  great  bufincfs  in  heaven,  and 
he  follows  it  clofe.     And  to  cipi'e  all, 

•  4.  Confider  who  they  are  for  whom  h^  makes  interceffion  ? 
The  friends  of  God,  the  children  of  God.;  thofcthat  the  Father 
himfelf  loves,  and  his  heart  is  propenie  and  ready  enough  to 
grant  the  bed  andgreatefl  of  mercies  to :  which  is  the  meaning  of 
John  XV.  26, 27.  **  The  Father  himfelf  loveth  you."  And  it 
muft  needs  he  fo,  for  the  firft  corncr-ftone  of  all  thefe  mercies  was 
laid  by  the  Father  liimfelf  in  his  moft  free  eleftion.  He  alfo  de-  ' 
livered  his  Son  for  us  ;  and  "  how  (hall  he  not  with  him  freely 
**  give  us  all  things  ?"  Rom.  viii.  32.    So  then  there  can  remain 

110  doubt  upon  a  confidtring  heart,  but  that  Chridis  a  preva* 
ent  and  fuccefsful  interccflbr  in  heaven.  There  only  remciins 
pne  thing  more  to  be  fatisfied,  and  that  is^  .     * 

FourMys  In  what  fenfe  he  is  to  live  for  ever  to  make  inter* 
ceffion.  Shall  he.  then  be  always  at  his  work  ?  imployed  in  beg* 
ging  new  favours  for  us  to  eternity  ?  How  then  (ball  the  people 
of  God  be  perfeft  in  heaven,  if  there  be  need  of  Chrift's  inter- 
.ccflion  to  eternity  for  them  ?  / 

I  anfwer,  by  diftinguifhing  the  ej/ence  zni  fub fiance  oJF 
Chrift's  offices,  from  the  way  and  manner,  of  adminiHration^ 
In  the  firft  fenfe  it  is  eterpal :  for  his.  mediatory  kingdomi  as 
toefleoce  of  it,  is  to  abide  forever;  Ghrift  (hall  never  ceafe 
to  be  a  mediator  ;  the  church  (hall  never  want  a  head  ;  for  "  of 
.**  his  kingdom;  ther^  (hall  be  no  end,"  Luke.  i.  33.  however, 
ChrifV,  as  a  mediator,  being  employed  in  a  kind  of  fnbordinate 
way,  ^  Cor.  iii.  23.  when  he  (hall  have  accomplilhed  that  deCgn 
for  which  he  became  a  Mediator,  "  Then  (hall  he  deliver  up  the 
**  kingdom  (in  the  fenfe  we  (pake  before)  to  the  Father,  and  ik> 
**  God  (hall  be  all  in  all,"  i  Cor.  xv.  24.  Then  (hall  the  divini- 
.tyof  Chrift,  which  was  fp  emptied  and  obfcurcd  inhis  tindertak- 
iog  this  tcqaporary  difpenfatory  kingdom,  be  more  glorioufly 
.manifcfted»  by  the  full  po/re(Eon,  nfe,  and  enjoyments  of  that  na- 
tural, divine,  eternal  kingdonr,  which  belongs  to  all  the  thr^e 
co-efrcHtial  and  co-equal  perfons,  reigning  with  the  fame  power, 
•majc(ty,  and  glbry,  in  the  unity  of  the  Divine  EflTence,  and 
common  a^,  in  all^  and  over  all^  infinitely  and  immutably  for 
ever*  '  - 
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Apd  fo  ChriA  eocitiaues  to  be  our  Mediator;  wl.jtt  tha^ 
afFords  no  argument  that  oiir  happloefs  fhall  be  iocompleat,  buc 
rather  argues  the  perfeftion  of  the  church,  whichj  thenceforth 
ihall  be  governed  no  more  as  now  it  is,  nor  hare  any  farther  uji 
of  ordinances,  but  fhali  be  ruled  more  immediately,  glorioufly, 
triumphandy,  and  ineffably  in  the  world  to  come  :  Thcfubfl^nce 
of  his  m^diatorlhip  is  not  changed,  but  the  manner  of  the  ad^i* 
niltration  only, 

U/e  I .  Doth  Chrift  live  for  ever  in  heaven  tp  prefent  his  blood 
to  God  in  the  way  of  interceflion  for  believers  ?  Hoxm  fad  thcr\ 
is  their  cafe^  that  have  no  intereft  in  ChriJVs  blood:  but  i«^ 
Jiead  of  pleading  for  them,  it  cri^s  to  God  againft  them,  as  thg 
defpifers  and  abufert  of  it!  Every  unbeliever  defpifes  it:  The 
apoftate  treads  it  under  foot,  fie  that  is  an  interceffor  for 
ibme,  will  bean  accufer  of  others  To  be  guilty  of  a  man'f 
blood  is  fad  ;  but  to  have  the  blood  of  Jefus  accufing  and  cryf 
ing  to  God  againft  a  foul,  is  unfpeakably  terrible.  Surely  whea 
he  (hall  make  inquifition  for  blood,  when  the  day  of  his  v^nr 
geauce  is  come,  he  will  make  it  appear  by  the  judgments  he  wiU 
execute,  that  this  is  a  fln  never  to  be  expiated,  but  vengeance 
ifhall  purfue  the  ilnner  to  the  bottom  of  hell.  Ah  !  what  4pmea 
and  women  do,  in  rejefting  the  gracious  offer  of  Chrift  !  what, 
tr(;ad  upon  a  Saviour  !  and  caft  contempt,  by  unbelief  and  hardi- 
lieis  of  heart,  upon  their  only  remedy  !  I  remember  I  have  read 
of  a  harlot  jhat  klU'd  her  child,  and  faid  that  ir  fmiled  upon  her 
\vheli  ftie  went  to  ftab  it.  Sinner,  doth  not  Chrift  fmile  .upojn 
thee^  in  the  gofpel  ?  And  wi!t  thou,  as  it  were,  iUb  him  to  the 
heart  by  thine  infidelity  ?  AVq,  jind  alas  for  that  man,  againil 
Whom  this  blood  cries  in  heaven  1 

'  UJe  2,  Doth  Chrift  live  for  ever  to  make  interceflion  ?  Henee 
let  believers  fetch  reliefs  and  draw  encouragement  againji  all  thp 
caufes  and  grounds  of  their  fears  and  troubles ;  for  furely  this  aa- 
fwers  them  all, 

I.  Hence  let  them  be  encouraged  againft  all  xhtirjinful  inr 
finnitieSy  and  lamented  weakne(ks.  It  is  conftffed  thefe  are 
fad  things  ;  they  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God,  fadden  your  own 
hearts,  cloud  your  evidences;  but  having  fuch  a  high-prieft  in 
Jae;iveb,  can  never  be  your^ruin.  i  John  ii.  i,  2.  **  My  little 
."  children,  thefe  things  write  I  unto  you,  that  you  fin  not :  and 
**  if  any  man  fin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  ihe  Father,  Jefus 
,  **  Chrift  the  righteous."  [My  little  Children,]  Children,  efpc- 
cially  little  children,  when  firft  beginning  to  take  the  foot,  arc 
^t  to  (tumble  at  eeery  itraw ;  fo  are  raw^  young  and  DQi^gcf^t 
.    yoL.  I.  A  a 
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cncfd  Chrifiians  :  but  what  if  they  do  ?  Why  though  it  mu(i 
be  far  from  them  to  take  encouragement  ib  to  do  from  Chrift 
and  his  interceflioD,  yet  if  by  furprilai  they  fo  fm,  let  them  not 
be  utterly  difcouraged :  for  we  have  an  Advocate^  he  flops 
whatever  plea  may  be  brought  in  againft  us  by  the  Devil,  or  the 
law;  and  anfwers  all  by  his  fatisfa£tion :  he  gets  out  frcfh 
pardons  for  new  fins.  And  this  Advocate  is  with  [the  Father  Q 
he  doth' not  fay  with  his  Father,  though  that  had  been  a  fingu- 
lar  fupport  in  itfelf,  nor  yet  with  .our  Father,  which  is  a  fwect 
encouragement  fingly  confidered,  but  with  [the  Father]  whichr 
takes  in  both,  to  make  the  encouragement  foil.  Remember, 
you  that  are  caft  down»  under  the  fenie  of  fm,  that  Jefus,  your 
friend,  in  the  court  above,  "  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermofl. 
Which  is,  as  *  one  calls  it,  a  reaching  word,  and  extends  itielf 
fo  far,  that  thou  canft  npt  look  beyond  it.  ••  Let  thy  ioul  be  fet 
V  on  the  highcft  mount  that  aiiy  creature  was  ever  fet  on,  and 
**  enlarged  to  take  in  view  the  mofl  fpacious  profpeft  both  of 
**  fin  and  mifery,  and  difficulties  of  being  faved,  that  ever  yet 
«*  any  poor  humble  foul  did  cafl  within  itfelf;  yea,,  join  to 
*^  thefe  all  the  hindrances  and  objeAions  that  the  heart  of  man  ' 
^'  can  invent  agaiafl  itfelf  and  falvation  :  lift  up  thine  eyes,  and 
'*  look  to  the  utmoft  thou  can  fee  ;  and  Chrilt,  by  his  interceffi- 
**  on,  is  able  to  fave  thee  beyond  the  horizon  and  utmofl  cctoa- 
*'  pafs  of  thy  thoughts,  even  to  the  utmoft'' 

2.  Hence  draw  abundant  encouragement  againft  all  heart- 
ftraitningSy  and  deadnefs  of  Spirit  in  prayer.  Thou  complain- 
efl  thy  heart  is  dead,  wandering,  and  contrafled  in  duty:  O, 
but  remember  Chrift*s  blood  fpeaks,  when  thou  canft  not;  it 
can  plead  for  thee,  and  that  powerfully,  when  thou  art  not  abte 
to  fpeak  a  word  for  thyfelf :  to  this  fcnfe  that  fcripture  fpeaks. 
Cant.  iii.  6.  "  Who  is  this  that  cometh  out  of  the  wildcrnefs 
•*  in  pillars  of  fmoak,  perfumed  with  myrrh,  and  frankincenfe, 
•«  all  the  powders  of  the  merchant  ?"  The  duties  of  ChriftiatK 
go  up'many  times,  as  pillars  or  clouds  of  fmoakfrom  them,  more 
fmoak  than  fire,  prayers  fmoakcd  and  fuUied  with  their  ofFenfive 
corruptions  :  but,  remembet,  Chrift  perfumes  them  with  myrrh» 
drc.     He,  by  his  interceffion,  gives  them  a  fweet  perfume. 

J.  Chrift's  interceffion  is  a  Angular  relief  to  all  that  comft  unto 
God  by  him,  againft  all fihful  damps  and  Jlavijh  fears  from  the 
juftice-  of  God  f .    Nothing  more  promotes  the  fear  of  reverence  ; 

.    ♦  Goodwin's  Triumph,  p.  263. 
f  If  Jefus  b«  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  believers  may  go 

■    with 
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nothiog  more  fuppreffeth  unbelieying  defpcmdencies,  and  dcflrojs 
the  fpirit  of  bondage.  So  you  find  it»  Heb.  x.  19,  20,  21* 
•*  Having  therefore,  brethren,  boldocfs  to  enter  into  the  holicft» 
**  by  the  blood  of  Jelus,  by  a  new  and  living  way,  which  h© 
•*  hath  Gonfccrated  for  us  through  the  vail,  that  is  to  fay,  his 
•*  flefc  ;  and  having  a  high-prieft  over  the  houfe  of  C>od,  let  us 
**  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  v»  irA«f  o^«^i«9r»fi«$^  in  full  aifurancjc 
''  of  faith :''  or  let  us  come  unto  God,  as  ^  ihip  corned  with  full 
fail  into  th^  harbour.  O  what  a  dire^  and  full  gale  of  encou- 
ragement doth  this  inta'ceffion  of  Chrid  give  to  the  poor  foul 
that  lay  a-ground,  or  was  wind-bound  before  ? 

4.  The  iaterceffion  of  Chrift  gives  admirable  fatisfaAion  and 
enconrag'^ment  to  all  that  come  to  God,  againd  the  fears  of  de- 
ferring him  again  by  apoftacy.  This,  my  friend,  this  is  your 
principul  fecurity  againft  thefe  maters  of  fear.  With  this  he 
relieves  Peter,  Lnkexxii.  31,  32.  ''Simon  (faith  ChriA)  Satan 
*•  hath  deiired  to  have  you,  that  he  may  fift  you  as  wheat;  .but 
**  1  have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not,"  y.  J.  Satan 
will  fan  thee,  not  to  get  out  thy  chaff,  but  bolt  out  thy  flower  : 
his  temptations  are  levelled  againfl  thy  faith ;  but  fear  not,  my 
prayer  fball  break  his  dpdgns,  and  fecure  thy  faith  againft  all 
his  attempts  upon  it.  Upon  this  powerful  interccffion  of  Chrift^ 
the  apoftle  builds  his  triumph  againA  all  that  threatens  to  bring 
bim,  or  any  of  the  faints,  again  into  a  Aate  of  condemnation. 
And  fee  how  he  drives  on  that  triumph,  frofn  the  refurre^tion, 
and  feflion  of  Chrift  at  the  Father's  right  hand  ;  and  efpecially 
from  the  work  of  interceflion,  which  he  lives  there  to  perform  s 
Rom.  viii.  34,  35.  *•  Who  is  he  that  condcmneth  ?  It  is 
*'  ChriA  ^hat  dieth  :  yea,  rather  that  is  riien  again,  who  is  even 
'*  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alio  maketh  interceffion  for  us» 
**  Who  (hall  fcparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?*' 

5.  It  gives  fwect  relief  againft  the  defers  and  luants  that 
yet  are  in  our  fan^iification.  We  want  a  great  deal  of  faith, 
love,  heavenly-mindedneis,  mortification,  knowledge.  We  are 
(bort  and  wanting  in  ail.  There  are  v^^Mrx^  the  remains,  or 
things  wanting,  as  the  apoftle  calls  them,  1  Thef.  iii.  io«  Well» 

A  a  2 

with  boldnefe,  and  look  the  jnllice  of  God  in  the  face ;  for  your 
debt  is  fatisfied.  So  long  as  a  mac  is  in  debt,  he  (teals  by  the  prifoa 
door  in  the  dark;  but  if  his  furety  have  paid  the  debt,  be  dares 
come  (as  you  fay)  ^nd  whet  bis  knife  at  the  compter  door,  Chrid, 
yonr  furety,  hath  paid  the  debt  ;  you  n^ay  go  with  boldnefs,  and 
look  juftice  in  the  face,  the  Devil  and  all  the  ferjeants  of  hell  \n  the 
Ufit.    Mr*  jy^  B.  in  hh  trcatifi  ofChr\ft  and  the  covenant ^  /.  98« 
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If  grate  be  but  yet  in  its  ^eak  begiDnlngs,  and  infanqr  kx 
thy  foul,  this  may  incooragei  that  by  reafon  of  Chrift's  interccf- 
fioa,  k  fhall  live,  grow,  and  expaciate  itfeif  in  thy  beaf*!.  He 
is  Dot  only  the  aCkthor,  but  the  fioifher  of  it,  Heb.  xu.  z.  He  is 
c^er  begging  new  and  frefh  mercies  for  yea  in  heaven ;  add 
ivilt  never  eeafe  till  all  your  wants  be  iupplied.  He  faves  u^  r« 
wetirtXiSf  to  the  uttermqft,  i.  e:  as  I  told  yoti  before,  to  the' 
laft,  perteftive,  compleacing  a(t  of  ^Ivation.  So  that  this  is  a 
fountain  of  relief  againft  all  your  fears. 

Ufe  3.  Doth  Chrift  live  for  ever  to  make  tntcrceffion  ?  n^ 
let  thofe  ivho  reap  on  earth  the  fruits  of  that  his  v/t^rk  mked- 
vetty  draw  injtru^ion  theme  about  the  foHowing, duties,  to  v^hich 
it  leads  thetn  as  by  the  liand.  • 

I  Do  not  forget  Chrift  in  an  exalted  ffafe  *.  Yoti  fee  tbdi^h 
he  be  in  all  the  glory  above,  at  God's  right  hand,  and  enthroned 
king,  he  doth  not  forget  you  :  he,  like  Jofeph,  re^iembcrs  hk 
brethren  in  all  his  glory.  But,  alas,  how  oft  doth  advancement 
make  us  forget  him  >  As  the  JLord  complains  in  Hoiea  ^iii.  ^^ 
6.  **  I  did  know  thee  in  the  wildernel's,  in  the  land  of  great 
''  drought :  but  when  they  came  into  Canaan,  accordrpg  to 
«*  their  paftures,  fo  were  they  filled ;  they  were  filled,  and  theif 
**  heart  was  exalted ;  therefore  have  they  forgotten  me."  As 
if  he  had  faid,  O  my  people,  you  and  I  were  better  acquainted 
in  the  wildernefe,  when  you  were  in  a  low  condition,  left  td  m^ 
immediate  care,  living  by  daily  faith  ;  Othen  you  gave  me  many 
ft  fweet  viiit  ;  but  now  you  are  filled,  I  hear  no  more  of  you-. 
Good  had  it  been  for  fome  faints,  if  they  had  never  known 
profperity. 

2.  Let  the  iniercejjion  of  Chrift  in  heaven  for  yoUy  encourage 
you  to  conjiancy  in  the  good  ways  of  God.  To  this  doty  it 
fweetly  encourages  alfo,  Heb.  iVi  14.  *'  Seeing  then  that  w£ 
'^  have  a  great  high  prieft  that  is  palled  into  the  beaveris,  Jefus 
'*  the  fdn  of  God,  let  us  hold  faft  our  profeflion."  Here  is  cn- 
eourargemeiit  to  perfeverance  on  a  double  account.  One  is  that 
Jefus,  our  head,  is  already  in  heaven ;  and  if  the  head  be  above 
water/ the  body  cannot  drown,    'the  other  is  frc^m  the  biifi'' 

*  He  doth  not  forget  »»  though  he  be  exalted  to  his  glory;  for 
lie  is  n^t^ike  the  poor  lllly  treatures  that  cannot  bear  exattationA 
without  being  pufiedup,  and  forgetting  both  themfelves,  their  friends^ 
tnd  thehr  God.  No,  his  exaltation  is  fpititual  and  heavenly,  perfed- 
ing  his  human  nature  to  the  gfeateft  height  it  is  capable  of,— he 
liever  was  more  tender  of  Jerufalem  when  he  wept  over  it,  orof  hia 
j^ople  when  he  wept,  bled,  and  died  for  them,  than  be  is  now  x^sAtt 
<^f er  his  in  gUry.    Mr,  Bmer'e  Tceatife  ofewverfiont  ^- 1 84, 
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ceis  he  \%  there  eoployed  about»  which  h  his  prieflhodd ;  he  m 
pafled  iQto  the  heavens^  ajr  our  great  hig&  prieft,  to  intercede, 
and  therefore  we  cannot  mifcarry. 

3.  Let  it  encourage  you  to  conftancy  and  prayer :  O  do  not  ne* 
gleft  that  cxccUent  duty,  feeing  Cbrift  i*  there  to  prefent  all  your 
petitions  to  God ;  yea,  to  perfumk  as  well  as  prefent  them.  3o 
theapoftle,  Hcb.  iv.  16.  infers  from  Chrift'S  intcrceifion;  **  Let 
*•  OS  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  wc 
'*  may  obtmn  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need/* 

4.  Hence  he  encmragedto  plead fbr  Chrift  on  earthy  tuho  emt' 
•iinuaify  pkadsforyou  in  heaven.  If  any  accnfe  you,  he  is  therfc 
to  plead  for  you  :  and  if  any  dlfhonour  him  oft  earth,  fee  that 
you  plead  his  intcreft,  and  defend  his  honour.  Thus  yo« 
hat^e  heard  what  his  mterceffion  is,  and  what  benefits  we  re^ 
t»vc  by  it. 

Bleffed  h  God  for  Jejks  Cbrift. 
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AiTerts  and  Vindicates  the  SatisfaAion  of  Chrift,  lueing 
the  firft  tjrincipal  Effcflror  Jfruit  of  his  Priefthood. 

Gal.  lii.  13.    Chrift  hath  redeemed  vs  from  the  curfe  <f  the 
law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us, 

"^OV  have  leen  the  general  nature,  neccflity,  and  parts  of 
•*•  Chrift's  priefthood,  viz.  oblation  and  mterceffion.  Before 
you  part  from  this  office,  it  is  neceflary  you  (hould  farther  take 
mto  confideration  the  principal  fruits  and  effed^s  of  his  pricft-* 
hood;  which  are,  compleat  fatisfaSlion  and  the  acquifttion  or 
purchafe  of  an  eternal  inheritance.  The  fornicr,  viz,  Th« 
fatisfaElion  made  by  his  blood,  is  manifcftly  contained  in  this  ' 
excellent  fcripture  before  us,  wherein  the  apoftle  (having  fhewji 
before,  at  verfe  10.  that  whofoever  **  continues  not  in  all 
.*•  things  written  in  the  law,  |o  do  them,  arc  curtd)"  declares 
how,  notwithftanding  the  threats  of  the  law,  a  believer 
comes  to  be  freed  from  the  curfe  of  it,  namely,  by  Chrift's 
bearing  that  curfe  for  him,  and  (b  (atisfying  God's  juftice, 
ftod  dlfcharging  the  believer  from  all  obligations  to  puDifn- 
inent.  ^ 

A(^ore  particularly,  in  thefe  words  yoa  have .  the  beV^vfi;'! 
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diicharj|&  from  the.  curie  of  the  law»  and  the  way  and  manner 
thereof  opened. 

1.  The  believer's  difcharge;  Chrifl  hath  redeemed  us  from 
4he  €urfe  cf  the  law.  The  law  of  God  hath  three  parts,  com- 
iii8Bds»  promife9»  and  chreataings  or  curfes.^  The  curfe  of  the 
Jaw  is  its  condemning  fentence,  whereby  a  finner  is  bound  o- 
▼cr  to  death,  even  ibe  death  of  foul  and  body.  Th$  ,chaia, 
by  which  it  binds  him,  is  the  guilt  of  fin;  and  from  which 
nooe  can  loofe  the  ibul  but  Chrift.  This  curCe  of  the  law  is  the 
JDoIt  dreadful  thiog  imaginable ;  it  Arikes  at  the  life  of  a  fin- 
Deft  yea,  his  bed  life,  the  eternal  life  of  the  foul;  and  when  it 
liath  condemned,  it  is  inexorablci  no  cries  nor  tears,  no  reform-- 
iDfttioQS  or  repentance  can  Ipoie  the  guilty  iinuer ;  for  ^t  re- 
qttires  for  its  reparation  that  which  no  mere  creature  can  give, 
even  an  infinite  fatisfaflion.  Now  from  this  curfe  ChriA  frees 
the  believer;  that  is,  he  dilTolves  the  obligation  to  puuifhment, 
cancels  the  hand- writing,  loqfes  all  the  bonds  and  chaips  of 
guilt,  fo  that  the  curfe  of  the  law  hath  nothing  to  do  with  him 
lor  ever. 

2.  We  have  here  the  way  and  manner  in  and  by  which  this 
is  done ;  and  that  is  by  a  full  price  paid  down,  and  that  price 
paid  in  the  room  of  the  (inner  *,  both  making  up  a  compleat 
^tDAfM/athfadHon,  He  pays  a  full  price,  every  way  adequate 
and  proportionable  to  the  wrong.  So  much  this  word,  n^utq 
^yvf9uni>t  which  we  tranlldte  redeemed,  imports ;  he  hath  bought 
as  out,  or  fully  bought  us;  that  is,  by  a  full  price.  This 
price  with  which  he  fo  fully  bought  or  purchafcd  our  freedom 
from  the  curfe,  is  not  only  called  >J]por,  Mat.  xx.  28.  or  ranfom,  • 
but  more  cmp|iatically  ccy]txv\^ti>y  in  i  Tim.  ii.  5,  6,  which' 
might  be  tranflated  an  adequate  or  fully  anfwerable  ranfom. 
And  fo  his  freeing  us  by  this  price,  is  not  only  exprefled  by 
wr^^actrati  fdi  Bi»  v^/tcau  "  Thou  haft  bought  us  to  God  by  thy 
'*  blood,*'  Rev.  v.  9.  but  «|>j^«/»<»<rs*  m^tu  he  hath  fully,  perfcftly, 
bought  us  out. 

And  as  the  price  or  ranfom  paid  was  full,  perfcft,  and  fuf* 
jGcieat  in  itfelf ;  fo  it  was  paid  in  our  room,  and  upon  our  ac- 
count :  fo  faith  the  text,  f  "  By  his  being  made  a  curfe  for  us,** 

♦  As  he  who  is  free,  redeems  a  captive  by  fubfhtutin^  himfelf 
ID  his  room,  and  by  putting  on  thechains,  the  other  puts  them  o^: 
fo  Chrifl  was  willing  to  be  obnoxious  to  the  fulfilling'  of  the  law 
that  he  might  acquire  immumty  to  us.    Calv,  on  Gal.  iv, 

f  He  is  faid  to  be  made  a  curfe  and  to  be  made  fin  :  but  be  is  not 
made  the  curfe  itfelf^  to  wit,  formally,  but  our  cucfe  was  inipute^ 
to  Yam*    fyrif,        t 
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the  meaning  is  not,  that  Chrift  wais  made  the  vtrj  cnrfe  itfeU; 
changed  into  a  curie ;  no  more  than  ^vhen  the  word  is  faid  to^ 
be  made  flefh,  the  divine  nature  was  converted  into  fleAi,  but 
it  aflumed  or  took  flefli ;  and  fo  Chrift  he  took  the  curie  upoa 
bimfeif ;  therefore  it  is  faid,  2  Cor.  v.  2 1.  *<  He  was  made  fm  f^r 
**  us  who  knew  no  fin  ;"  that  is,  our  fin  was  imputed  to  oar 
furety,  and  laid  upon  him  for  fatisfa^lion.  And  fo  this  word  t^^ry 
£for]  implies  a  iubftitution  of  one,  in  the  place  and  (lead  of  a- 
nother.  Now  the  price  being  full,  and  paid  in  lieu  of  our  iins, 
'  and  thereupon  we  fully  redeemed  or  delivered  from  the  cuifej 
it  follows,  as  a  fair  and  juft  dedudion,  that, 

Doft.  The  death  ofChrift  hath  made  a  full fatUjoRwn  to  G^d 
Jor  all  theJinT  of  hit  ele^. 

**  He  (to  wit  our  furety,  Chrill)  was  opprefled,  and  he  was 
"  afBifted,"  faith  the  prophet,  Ifa.  lii.  7.  it  may  be  fitly  rendred, 
(and  the  words  will  bear  it  without  the  leaft  force)  it  war  exac^ 
ted,  and  anfwered.  But  how,  being  either  way  tranflated,  it  e- 
ftablifheth  the  fatisfe6tton  of  Chrifi;  may  be  feen  in  our  learned 
Annotations  on  that  place.  So  Col.  i.  14.  **  In  whom  we  have 
**  »9F9?^vrf6nrnf  het  rtt  AtfAcer^  rcdcniption  through  his  blood,  eveO' 
"  the  forgivfinels  of  fin."  Here  we  have  the  benefit,  viz.  re- 
demption interpreted  by  way  of  oppofition,  •*even  the  remiffion 
••  of  fins  ;"  and  the  matchlefs  price  that  was  laid  down  to  pur- 
chafe  it,  the  biood  ofChrift.  So  again,  Heb.  ix.  12.  "By 
**  his  own  blood  he  entered  once  into  the  holy  place,  having 
•*  obtained  awv*af  Ai;rp<w«F,  eternal  redemption  for  us."  Here  is 
eternal  redemption,  the  mercy  purchafed ;  his  own  blood,  the 
price  that  pmcured  it.       ~ 

Now  forafmuch  as  this  doftrine  of  Chrift's  fatisfaftion  is  fo 
neceflary,  weighty,  and  comfortable  in  itfelf,  and  yet  fo  much 
opposed  and  intricatcd  by  feverai  enemies  to  it;^  the  method  I 
fhali  take  for  the  clearing,  eftabiifliing,  and  preparing  it  for  uie, 
(hail  be,     .  '  .  , 

Firfl,  To  open  the  nature  of  Chrift's  fatisfaftion,  and  (hew 
what  it  is. 

Secondly,  To  eftablifti  the  truth  of  it,  and  prove  that  he  made 
full  fatisfaftion  to  God  for  all  the  fins  of  theelcft. 

Thirdly,  To  answer  the  moft  confiderable  objefliens  made  a- 
againft  it.  - 

And  Laftly,  To  apply  it. 

Fir/l,yf  hsLi  is  the  latisfaaion  of  Chrift,  and  what  doth  it 
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What  divine  imply?  I  stnCwcr^  fatisfa^ion  i^  tie a& of  Chrift^ 
fatisfa^ion  is.  Cod  man,  prefenting  himfelf  as  our  Jurety  in 
obedience  to  God,  and  love  to  us ;  to  do  and  to 
fi^er  all  that  the  law  required  of  us :  thereby  freeing  us  from 
the  wrath  and  curfe  due  t9  us  forfms. 

1.  It  is  the  aft  of  Gad  maa  ♦  ;  no  other  was  capable  of  giv» 
iDg  fatisfaftion  for  aa  iafinite  wrong  done  ,to  God.  But  by 
reafon  of  the  union  of  the  two  natures  in  his  wonderful  pcrfon, 
he  could  do  it,  and  hath  done  it  for  us.  The  human  nature 
did  what  was  neceffary  in  its  kind ;  it  gave  the  matter  of  the  far 
crificc:  the  divine  nature  ilampt  th^  dignity  and  value  uponlt^ 
which  made  it  an  adequate  compeufation :  fo  that  it  was  opus 

»  5My}p<xA^  the  aft  of  God-man ;  yet  (b,  that  each  nature  retained 
its  own  properties,  notwithlhnding  their  joint  influence  into  the. 
cffeft.  If  the  angels  in  heaven  had  laid  down  their  lives,  or  if 
the  blood  of  alJ  the  men  in  the  world  had  been  pojured  out  by 
juAice,  this  could  never  bavefatisfied ;  becaufe  that  «|««^if,wortk 
and  value  which  this  lacrifice  hath,  would  have  ftill  been  want- 
ing. "  It  was  God  that  redeemed  the  church  with  his  own  blood/* 
iiftsxx.  18.  If  God  redeem  with  his  ewn  blood,  he  redeems 
as  God-cnan,  without  any  difpute. 

2.  If  he  fatisfy  God  for  us,  he  muft  prefent  himfelf  before 
God,  as  our  furety,  in  our  ftead,  as  well  as  for  our  good  ;  cMc 
his  obedience  had  fignified  nothing  to  us  ;  to  this  end  he  wa$ 
**  made  under  the  law,"  Gal.  iv.  4.  comes  under  the  fame  obWr 
Ration  with  us,  and  that  as  a  furety ,¥or  fo  he  is  called,  Heb.  vit 
22.  Indeed  his  obedience  and  fuflerings  could  be  exafted  from 
him  upon  no  other  account.  It  was  not  for  any  thing  he  had 
4done,  that  he  became  a  curfe.  It  was  prophefied  of  him  Dan. 
IX.  26.  «*  TheMeffiah  fliall  be  cut  off,  bnt  not  for  himfelf  :*' 
and  being  dead,  the  fcriptures  plainly  aflert  it  was/or  our  fins, 
and  upon  our  account :  fo  i  Cor.  xv.  3.  •*  Chrift  died  for  our 
"  fins,  according  to  the  fcriptures." 

And  it  is  well  obfervcd  by  our  divines,  who  aflert  the  vicege- 
rcncy  and  fubftitution  of  Chrift  in  his  fuiFerings,  that  all  thofe 
Greek  par,ticles  which  we  tranflaie  [for]  when  applied  to  the 
fuffcrings  of  Chrift,  do  note  the  meritorious,  deferving,  procuc- 

*  This  fatisfadion  bad  in  it  fu/Gcient  and  in  fom^  cefj^A  ipfioit<e 
."value.  I.  In  refp^d  of  the  perfon  ofleriog  it  who  ws^s  God.  2.  In 
yefpedl  of  what  he  offered  ;  for  he  offered  himfelf,  Go4  and  man. 
0.  Id  refpe^t  of  the  manner  of  offering,  in  which  there  was  a  certai« 
.divioe  pcrfeftion  in  regard  ijf  the  hyf«ftatical  (or  ^erfonal  union}.  * 
Amef,  meduL  /.   984  • 
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Ibg  cadfc  <^f  thofe  ftlTerlogd.  80  yott  find,  Heb.  fc.  la.  **  H<i 
•*  dfcted  oDc  facrifice  w**^  d^^r^^^i  for  fm«."  1  Pet»  iS.  18. 
■  «*  Ghrift  ofte<*  ftiFercd,  «pi,  for  fi6«."  ^  Ro«i.  tv.  as*  "  He  Wal 
/*  tic4ivered,  lu,  for  our  offiittcct/*  Mm.  xt»  28.  ••  Hegav^hlt 
•*  life  araafom,  «m,  for  many."  Aftd  there  arc  that  cofifidefet* 
Yf  aJSirm'thls  laft  partklc  Is  ncvelr  ttfed  ii^  afty  other  fcnfe  m  the 
itfMk  b<56k  ef  God  >  a^  •*  aii  eye  for  a^  eye,  a  tcoth  for  a  toorb/ 
#.  ^.  ette  iii  Ika  of  another.  Juft  a^  thofc  M'ftom  the  Gr^ks  cat* 
led  urti^/^oi^  Inen  i*i»t  ^KchaHgdd  their  IWes,  or  gavt-  Hf^  fof 
Hfc,  ftakiog  dowtt  their  own  to  deliver  another's,  a«  Philomcirt 
*d  fiir  Ariflidts.     And  fo  iht  poet  VirgU  (peaksi ; 

iW  fitAttem  PMux  akirna  merti  red^mii* 

Attdf  Indeed,  tki*V(<ry^o!ifidefa^oft  is  *tt  whkli  fupporti 
tfie  dof^rine  of  rn^^t^tioA,  the  iiisikitfttioti  df  o^t  Ctm  90  ChtH^^ 
^idfhttimpdtAtionofChrlft'srfghMo^fttefsiintoug,  Rom.  v.  Uj. 
ForhpM^  COQkl  our  fras  b^  laidon  hlM,  but  a^  he  flood  m  oUi^ 
ftead  ?  <w  hfs  fighleoafivefs  be  rmptrted  to  t«,  b\it  ad  he  trad 
^  oar  ilrrety,  perform'rtg  it  it  our  pla€^  t »  ^o  ^*^Q*  ^o  deny 

Ghrift *s  fiifferiogs  inooi*  ftead,  is  to  lole  the  corner-ftonie  of  o«t 
j«iffifka<l6rt,  aiid  overthrow  the  vcfy  pillar  whidi  ftipports  out 
ftiih,  comfort,  and  fel^atJoo.  Pndeco  if  this  had  nat  been,  hd 
ti^aWhavs  beeri  the  righteoUfs  Lord,  biatnot  the  L^rdGvrrvgh- 
fitmfjtsfi,  its  he  is  ftilcd,  Jcr.  xKxiil.  16,  So  that  vtvftti  but  a  Taki 
dUrm^ion,  to  fa^  it  was  for  ourg^od,  b«t  noi  in  mirftedd  :  fbi? 
had  he  to\  bettt  iii  onr  Adad>  we  cooild  not  have  had  the  good 
of  it. 

3.  The  Ij^rernal  tfw^og  caufe  of  Chri^ftJs  fatlsfaAion  for  us, 
vns  bhf  obedience  to  God,  and  love  «c>  us.  That  it  was  an  a^ 
off  obediiMwc,  is  pfatft  froM  Phil.  Ji.  «'.  "  He  becafrte  obedicht 
<*  ttnIO  death,  eveh  the  dt?alh  of  th€  drofs;"  Now  obedience  re* 
fj^ds  a  command,  and  fach  a  conkiund  Chrift  rsce^ivrfd  to  di^ 
fer  ^%  as  Wffifelf  ttfls  us,  John  x.  18.  »<  \  Liy  down  tfty  life  of 
'*  niyfelf ;  I  have  power  tbiay  t!  dow[>  and  powei*  to  taike  ita- 
*'  gain*,  this  comipandm^nt  ha-e  I  received  of  my  Father.",  So 
that  ft  was  ajd  aft  of  obedience  with  fefpcft  to  God,  and  yet  a 
ffioft  free  dnd  fp'otttancous  afl:  with  refpeft  to  h^mfelf.  Atjd 
llhat  he  was  moved  to  it  out  gf  pity,  and  love  to  ds,  himfelf  aifute^ 

.  ^  This  fpiJcial  iraputatiao  Is  the  admiliiQn'  of  tlie  raeiit  of  another 
indeed  of  tii^t  wliich  ovtght  to  he  ia  the  almi&al  Jbioxf&l/l  Ur^d--^ 
Jhii*m  an  Jufik  j^.^f.  ,  \ 

Vol,  J.  J8  I>     .  . 
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OS :  Gal.  r.  i.  '*  Chrift  loved  us/and  gave  himfelf  for  us  aa  offer- 
*•  ing  and  a  facrifice  to  God.*'  I/pon  this  Paul  fweetly.reflteC'^ 
led,  Gal.  ii.  ?o.  "  Who  loved  me,  aod  gave  'hinvfclf  for  .me.'* 
As  tt^c  external  moving  caufe  was  our  cpiiery,  (b  the  internal  was 
his  own  love  and  pity  for  os.      . 

4.'  The  matter  oC  Chri(l*s  iatisfadion,  was  his  aAive  and  paf- 
five  obedience  to  all  the  law  of  God  required  |.  I  know  there 
are  foiJe  that  doubt  whether  Chrid's  a^ive  obedience  have  anjt 
place  here,  aod  fb  whether  it  be  rmputed  »&  atiy  part  of  our, 
righteooihefs.  It  is  confefl&d^  the  fcriptore  mod  frequently 
mentions  his  paiTtve  obedience,  as  that  which  made  the  atone* 
ment,  and  procui:es  our  redemption,  Mat.  xx,.  28.  and  xxvi.  2^, 
Rom.  lit.  I4,  25.  and  elfewhere :  but  hts  pa(£?e  obedience  is 
never  meptioncd  cxclufively,  as  thefole  caufe,  or  iiatter  of  fatis- 
faAion.  But  in  thoTe  places  where  it  is  mentioned  by  itfelf,  ic 
IS  put  for  his  whole,  ojbedience,  both  adiive  and  p^ive»  by  at» 
ufual  trope ;  and  in  other  fcripiures.  it  is  afcribed  to  both,  a& 
Gal.  iv.  .4»  be  is  faid  ^'  to  be  under  thelaw^t^to  redeem  them 
•*  that -were  under  the  taw.*^  N©w  his  being  "  made  under  the 
«*  law"  to  this  end,  cannot  be  refli^ained  to  his  fubjeftioa  to  the 
curfe  of  the  law  only,  bu  t  to  the  commands  Of  rt  aifo.  So  Rpmw 
V.  1 9.  "  As  by, one  man*s  difobedience,  many  wcrrj}  made  fin- 
«*  ncrs ;  fo  by  the  obedience  .of  one,  (hall  many  be.made  righ- 
«*  tcoqs."  It  were  a  manifcft  injury  to  this  text  alfo;  to  redraia , 
it  to  the  II  palGve  obedience  of  Chrift  only.  To  be  fliort,  this 
twofold  obediiencc  of  Chrift,  ftands  oppofed  to  a  twofold  obli- 
gation that  fallen  naan  is  under ;  the  one  fo  do^  what  God  re- 
quires, the  other  to  fuffer  what  he  hath  threatned  for  difpbe-. 
dience.  We  owe  him  aftivc  obedience  as  bis  creatures ,  and 
paffive  obedience  as  }n\sprifoners..  Suitably  to  this  double  obit* 
gation,  Chrift  comes  under  the  commandment  of  the  law,  to  fuU 
(il  it  a^ively.  Mat.  iii.  15.  and  under  the  maUckBion  of  thc.Uw^ 
fof^tisfy  it  padively.  And  whereas  it  is  objefted  by  iono^,  if 
he  fulfilled  the  whole  law  for  us  by  his  active,  what  need  theor 
of  his  paiCve  obedieace  I  We  reply,  great  need ;  becaufe  both 

X  For  if  through  Chrift's  pafiive  obedieAce  alone  imputed,  we  are 
accounted  free  from  all  the  guilt,  of  the  (Ins  of  every  oue  of  us  of 
whatever  kind,  whether  of  commifEon  or  omiiTion  ;  to  what  purpofe 
fhould  th6  adkive  obedience  of  the  fame  perfon  be  farther  imputed 
for  juftificatipn.     Bradjhana  in  epijf*.  lib,  de  Juftif. 

\  There  is  a  twofold  obedience  of  Chrilt,  anfwering  man*^  two- 
fold obligation  fince  the  iall  :'the  aftive  Jor  the  fauU  committed  r 
the  palfive  for  the  penalty  incurred,  or  both  the  former  aofwcrin^ 
|oc  both  the  laiter*    TrcLusahvc.  .... 


S^KM.  XIV.  fU  Fountain  ef.  life.  I95 

thefe  make  u|i  that  one,  entire,  and  complect  obedience,  bjr 
which  God  is  fatisiied^  ajid  we  juflified.  It  is  a  good  rule  cif 
Alfled,  obtiientia  Chrijli  eft  una  copulativa :  the  whole  obedience 
of  Chrifty  both  aAive  and  paffive,  make  op  one  intire  perfeA 
obedience :  and  therefore  there  is  no  reafbn  why  one  particle, 
either  of  the  one,  or  of  the  other,  (honld  be  excluded. 

5.  The  efiedl  and  fruit  of  this  his  fadsfaftion,  is  our  freedom, 

'  j^nfom,  Od  deliverance  from  the  wrath  and  curfe  due  to  us  for 

M>ur  fins.     Such  was  the  dignity,  value,  and  compleatneis  of 

of  ChriA's  iatisfaftion  *,  that  in  &x\f\.  juAice  it  merited  our 

tcdemption  and  full  deliverance ;  not  only  a  poflibility  that  .we 

might  be  redeemed  and  pardoned,  but  aright  whereby  we  ought 

to  be  (b,  as  the  learned  Dr.  Twifs  judicioufly  atgues.    If  he  be 

'    made  a  curie  for  us,  we  muft  then  be  redeemed  from  the  curie, 

according  to  juftice :  fo  the  apoAle  argues,  Rom.  iii.  7$,  26. 

**  Whom  God  hath  iet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith 

**  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteouinefs  for  the  remlflioa 

**  of  fins  that  afl^fftft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God ;  to  de* 

^<  clare,  I  fiy,  at  this  time,  his  righteoufnefs,  that  God  might 

**  be  juft,   and  the  juftificr  of  him  that  beUevcth  in  Jelus/' 

Mark  the  defign  and  end  of  God  in  exadiag  fatisfaAion  from 

<^hrift,  it  was  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  in  the  remiflion  of  fia 

to  believers ;  and  left  we  ihould  lofe  the  emphatical  word,  he 

4oubles  it,  t$  declare^  ^f^y>  ^"  righteoufnefs.     Eytt^  one  can 

fee  how  his  mercy  is  declared  in  remilfion:  but  he  would  have 

Qs  take  notice,  that  his  juftificatioa  of  believers  is  an  aA  of 

juftice ;  and  that  God,  as  he  is  a  juft  God,  cannot  condemn  the 

believer,  fince  Chrift  hath  fatisfied  his  debts.     This  attribute 

ieems  to  be  the  main  bar  agalnft  remiflion  ;  but  now  it  is  be- 

i.       come  the  very  ground  and  reafon  why  God  remits.    O  how 

i    '    comfortable  a  text  is  this !  Doth  Satan  or  confcience  fet  forth 

thy  fin  in  all  its  difcouraging  circumflances  and  aggravations  ? 

I        God  hath  fet  forth Chrift  to  be  a  propitiation.    MnA  juftice  be 

'        manifefted,  latisfied  and  glorified  ?  So  it  is  in  the  death  of  Chrift, 

♦en  thoufand  times  more  than  ever  it  could  in  thy  damnation. 

Thus  you  have  a  brief  account  of  the  fatisfaAion  made  by  Jelus 

Chrift. 

Secondly^  We  (ball  gather  up  all  that  bath  been  faid  to  efta* 
f  Bbz 

*  Chrift  acquired  a  right  to  give  forgiveocfs  of  fms ;  but  not 
fiich  a  right  hy  which  nxerely  thejf  may  be  forgiven,  but  fuch  that, 
injujJce  they  qughi  to  be  all  forgiven  to  thofe  for  whom  fatisfa<fti- 
«n  is  made  by  his  death.    See  TwiJ}  de permijf^  lib.  2«  . 
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blifb  the  tintk  of  Chrlft's  facisfaAloD ;  prd^fig  the  reftiity  of  h, 
^ihat  it  U  not  aa  improper,  catachreflkal,  fiftiti^us  fatisfaflioa, 
by  divioc  acoeptiiatioQ,  as  ibme  have  ^try  dNBinothrelycaHed  it; 
bat  reai,  proper,  and  fuU,  asd  as  fuch  accepted  by  God.  For 
his  bloQd  is  the  blood  of  a  Surety,  Heb.  ¥U.  22.  who  came  xn^ 
der  the  fame  obiigacioQs  of  the  law  with  us,  Gah  \v,  4.  and 
though  he  had  no  fia  of  hia  owa,  yet  ftandiog  before  God  as 
oar  Surety,  the  iniquiiies  of  as  all  were  \^\d  apon  Vim,  ifa.  fiii. 
6.  aad  from  him  did  the  Lord,  with  gr^at  ftverity,  exafit  fatis^ 
faAioa  for  oar  fins,  Rom.  viti.  32.  punifh  them  opao  his  ToaK 
Mat.  xxvii.  46.  and  upon  Ms  body^  A&$  it.  13.  and  with  this 
obedicQce  of  hi$  Soa,  is  fully  pleafed  aod  iatlsfied,  fiphef.  v,  i. 
and  hath  ia  token  tbeteof  raiied  him  fr^tSk  the  dead,  aadiet  him 
9t  his  own  right  hand,  i  Tim.  iii.  i6,  and  for  his  rtghteouinefa^ 
lake  acquitted  and  difcbarged  believers,  who  ftiall  tqMct  more 
tome  into  condemnation,  Rom.  viil.  i,  34.  All  this  is  plarnln 
ftrtpture ;  and  our  faith  in  the  fatisfaAion  of  Cbrift,  is  not  buih 
on  the  wifdom  of  man,  but  the  everlaAing  f«aled  troth  of  God; 
yet  fuch  is  the  perverfe  nature  of  man,  and  the  pride  of  hts  hearr, 
that  whilft  he  (hoold  be  humbly  adoring  the  grace  of  God,  ia 
providing  fuch  a  furety  for  us,  he  is  found  accgfing  the  jufiice, 
and  diminishing  the  mercy  of  God,  and  raiftng  all  the  objeftione 
which  Satan  and  his  own  heart  can  invent,  to  overturn  that  blef- 
£rd  foundation  upon  which  God  hath  buih  up  his  owa  honour^ 
mod  his  peoples  ialvation. 

Thirdfy,  In  the  next  place,  therefore,  we  ftiall  rcjeft  thofe 
do(f^riaes,  and  remove  the  principal  of  thofe  obje^ioas  that  arq 
found  militating  againft  the  iatisfa6lioa  of  ChriA. 

And,  in  the  firfV  place,  we  reje£i  with  deep  abhorrance  that 
rfoAriae,  which  afcrlbes  to  man  any  power,  in  whole,  or  ia 
part,  to  fatisfy  God  for  his  own,  or  other  i«iens  fins.  This,  na 
tnere  creature  can  do  by  aAive  obedience,  were  it  {a  compleal 
that  hb  could  never  fin  in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  any  more, 
but  live  the  moil  holy  life  that  ever  any  lived  i  for  all  this  would 
be  no  more  than  his  duty  as  a  creature,  Lake  xvii.  i<l  and  fa 
can  be  no  fatisfaftion  for  what  he  is  by  nature,  or  hath  done  a- 
gaioft  God  as  a  finner.  Nor  yet  by  fufFering ;  for  we  have  ot 
&nded  an  infinite  God,  and  can  never  ffiiiify  bio)  by  oar  finite 
fufferings.  '       • 

We  aUb,  with  like  deteftation,  rejeft  that  doftrine  which 
makes  the  fttisfaftion  of  Chrift  either  impdffiblq,  or  fidttious, 
l^ad  inconfifteat  with  grace,  in  the  free  par^loa  pf  fin.  Many 
Me  the  Cavils  rUfed  againft  ChriA's  fatkfadtioft  {  the  priqeipid 
are  luch  as  ihcfe  dut  follow  t 
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Obj«a.  T*r  Wfeffrw  rf  Chrift'f  fatisfaa'm  u' nifiifi,  for 
Cbri/i  {(aj  viii)  is  God;  tf  fa  then,  G^d /Misfits  bimfidf,  than, 
,i^hkh  -wh^t  cm  bfi  m^rs  ^hfitrd  U  hnMgine  ? 
.  SqI,  I  eiifw^r,  God  cmaoK  properly  be  ftid  lo  fetisfy  him- 
felf  5  fpr  jhat  would  be  the  fanw  thing  a»  to  p«f4oo»  iimply, 
without  any  fatisfaftion.  Bat  there  is  a  twofold  coaiideratkm 
•^f  Chrift  * ;  ooe  in  rtfpcft  of  his  Effcncc  and  Ditin«  Nature, 
in  which  feofe  h«  Is  th«  «>bjea  both  of  the  offence,  imd  of  the 
iatisfaftioo  made  for  it.  .  Aoptber  ia  rcfpeft  of  hU  pcrfo^  and 
oeconomy,  or  office;  in  which  fcnfc  he  properly  fatisfks  God^^ 
being  'm  iidpeO:  of  his  tDanhood  Qoother,  nnd  inferior  to  God, 
^obn  xiv.  a  8.  The  Hood  of  the  man  Chrift  Jcfus  il  the  matter 
jof  this,  fatisfa^tioo  ;  the  Divine  Nature  dignifies  it,  and  makes 
it  of  infinite  value  f .  A  cisrtain  family  hath  committed  trcafoft 
agaioft  the  kiogj  aod  are  all  under  the  condemnatioa  of  the  law 
for  it ;  the  kiDg*s  fon,  moved  with  pity  and  love,  rcfolvcs  to 
fiitisfy  the  law,  aftd  yet  fave  the  lamliy }  in  order  whereunto  he 
marries  a  daughter  of  the  family,  ^where  by  her  blood  becomes 
.royal  blood,  and  worth  the  blood  of  the  whole  family  whence 
£he  fprang ;  this  princefs  is  by  her  husband  executed  in  the  room 
of  the  reft.  In  this  cafe  the  king  fatisfiea  not  hlmfejf  for  the 
wrong,  but  ia  (alisfied  by  the  death  of  anoiher,  equivalent  lU, 
worth  to  the  blood  of  them  all.  This  fimilitude  anfwers  not 
,to  all  the  particolars,  as  indeed  nothing  in  nature  doch,  or  can; 
but,  it  only  (hews  what  it  was  that  iatisfied  God,  and  how  it  be*- 
•came  fo  faiiafaitory*  / 

Objeft.  If  Chrift  fatufiedby  paying  cur  dihi^  tben  ke  fhutd 
have  endundtUmal  ttrrmras  ;  prfo  wijboutd,  and  thi  damned 
JbaU. 

Sol.  We  mull  didlDguiih  betwixt  what  is  effentiat,  and  what 
is  acciJentalm  puniihment.  The  primary  intent  of  the  law  is 
reparation  and  fatisfaAioo ;  be  that  can  make  U  at  one  incire 
payment  (as  ChriA  could  and  did)  onght  to  be  x^ifcharged.  He 
that  cannot  (as  no  mere  crca^ture  can)  ought  to  lie  for  ever,  as 
the  damned  do,  under  fuffetings. 

Objeft.  1^  Cod  'mil  he  fatnfied  /w  our  fins  hefire  he  pArion 
$bmn^  how  then  is  pardon  an  aff  afgf^^ce  t 

•  It  k  one  tking  to  treat  of  Ch rift's  di^Iarty  aeo&rdiDg  te  Its' na- 
ture, cociidered  difHn(5^1y  by  itfelf :  afM>ther  thing  tfr  ue&t  of  it  as 
in  his  pcrfon.     Trale^t,  / 

f  Chrift,  aecording  to  his  divine  nature,  la  one  with  GoA ;  us  mifi 
M  is  one  with  us  i  6a  tiie  ether  ])aTt,  as  Ood,  he  is  at  a  di^ance. 
-iivok  as :  aa  man,  or  by  volamary  oecot|omy,  at  a  dift^nee  froth 
G<)d>^  Jdem  ibid*   See  JJUipajv*  #«.  Ckl.  S03.  emd  CcmerM,  /.  36X  - 
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Sol.  Pardoa  could  not  be  an  aft  of  pure  gra<i^  if  God  received 
latisFaftioQ  from  us ;  but  if  he  pardon  us  upon  the  fatisfaftioa 
received  from  Ghrift,  though  it  be  of  debt  to  him,  it  is  of  grace 
to  us  :  for  it  was  grace  to  admit  a  Surety  to  fatisfy,  more  grace 
fo  provide  him,  and  mo(i  of  all  to  apply  tiis  (atisfaftion  to  us,  by 
nailing  us  to  ChriiV,  as  he  hath  done. 

Objeft.  But  God  loved  ut  before  Chri/t  died  for  uf  :  for  it 
v}as  the  love  if  God  to  the  world  that  moved  him  to  give  his  only- 
Jhegotten  Son.  Could  God  love  us^  and  yet  not  be  reconciled  and 
fatisjied  f 

Sol.<j6d*9  eomplacential  hue  is  indeed  inconfiftent  with  an  an-  . 
reconciled  ftate :  He  is  reconciled  to  every  one  he  fo  loves.   But 
his  benevolent  hve^  coDfifling  in  his  purpofe  of  good,  may  bcbe- 
iorc  actual  recoadiiation  and  fatisfadlion. 

Objcft.  Temporal  deaths  as  well  as  eternal^  is  a  part,  of  the 
^curfe  t  if  Qhriji  have  fully  fatisfied  by  bearing  the  ctirfe  for 
tis,  how  is  it,  that  thofe  for  tuhc^  -he  bare  it,  die  as  well  as  O' 
tbers? 

Sol.  As  temporal  death  is  a  penal  evil,  and  part  of  the  curfe, 
fo  God  inflifts^it  not  upon  believers;  but  they  muil  die  for  o- 
therends,  viz.  to  be  made  perfcftly  happy  in  a  more  full  and 
immediate  ehjoyment  of  God,  than  they  can  have  In  the  body  ; 
«»d  ib  death  is  theirs  by  way  of  privilege,  i  Cor.  iii.  22.  They 
are  not  death's  by  way  of  punifhment.  The  fame  may  te 
iaid  of  alUhe  afBiftions  with  which  God,  for  gracious  ends, 
now  exercifes  his  recopciled  ones.  Thus  much  may  fuffice  to 
eftablifh  this  great  truth. 

Inference  r.  If  the  death  ofChrift  was  that  which  fatisfied 
God  for  all  the  fms  of  the  eleft,  then  certainly  there  is  an  in- 
'  Jinite  evil  in  fin,  finciit  cannot  be  expiated,  but  by  an  infinite  fd'- 
iisfa&ion.  Fools  make  a  mock  at  fin,  and  there  arc  but  few 
fouls  in  the  world  that  are  duly  fenfible  of,  and  affefted  with 
its  evil ;  but  cej;tainly,  if  God  (hould  damn  thee  to  alletcmity, 
thy  eternal  fufFerings  could  not  fatisfy  for  the  evil  that  is  in  one 
vain  thought  %,  It  may  be  you  may  think  this  is  harfh  and  fe- 
vere,  that  God  fliouid  hold  his  creatures  under  everlafting  fuf- 
ferin^s  for  fm,  and  never  be  fatisfied  with  them  any  more.     But 

X  By  this  death  of  CHiifl  we  are  greadyi  excited  both  to  caution, 
and  to  deteftatioD  of  fin4  For  it  mutt  furely  be  a  deadly  evil  which  ' 
could^  not  be  otherwife  cured  thaii  by  Chrift's  iieathi  What  ma« 
therefore,  ferioufly  coafidering  that  his  fins  wece  no  other  way  ex- 
piated than  by  the  i>lood  of  the  very  Son  of  G^od,*will  not  tremblis 
at  the  thoughts  of  trampling,  as  it  were,  on  that  nioft  precious  bloo4 
by  daily  fioaing  \     Daven^  en  CoL  chap^  i.  V.  20«  '        4     * 
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when  you  have  well  coDfidered,  that  the  objeft  agamff  tvhpoi 
you  fio,  is  the  infinite  blefTed  God,  which  derives  an  ioiiotte 
cvjl  to  the  fin  committed  againft  him ;  and  when  you  confidtr 
how  God  dealt  with  the  angels  that  fell,  for  one  fin,  and  that 
but  of  the  mind  ;  (for  having  no  bodily  organs,  they  could  com- 
mit nothing  externally  againA  God :)  you  wijl  alter  your  minds 
about  it.  O  the  depth  of  the  evil  of  fin !  If  ever  you  will  fee 
how  great  and  horrid  an  evil  fin  is,  meafurc  it  in  your  ttioughts, 
either  by  the  infinite  holinefs  and  excellency  of 'God,  who  isr ' 
wrong'd  by  it;  or  by  the  infinite  fufFerings  of  Chiift,  who  died 
to  fatisFy  for  it ;  and  then  you  will  have  deeper  apprchcnfion^ 
of  the  evil  of  fin. 

Inference  2.  If  the  death  of  Chrift  falisfied  God,  and  thereby 
redeemed  the  eleft  from  the  curfc  i    then  the  redemption  offauis 
is  coftly ;  fouls  are  dear  things,  and  of  great  value  with  God;- 
*•  Ye  know,  (fays  tlie  apoftfc,)  that  ye  were  not  redeemed  with 
"  corruptible  things,  as  filver  and  goid,  from  your  vain  convcr- . 
•*  fatioo,  received  by  tradition ;  but  with  the  precious  blood  of. 
•*  the  Son  of  God,  as  of  a  lamb  without  fpot,"  j  Pet.  i.  i8,  19. 
Only  the  Woiod  of  God  is  found  an  equivalent  price  for  the  re- 
demption of  fouls.     Gold  and  filver  may  redeem  from  Turkiili, 
but  not  from  hellifh  bondage.     The  whole  creatioA  fold  to  the 
mmoft  worth  of  it,  is  not  a  vahie  for  the  redemption  of  one 
foal.     Souls  are  very  dear ;  he  that  paid  for  them  found  them, 
fo :  yet  how  cheaply  do  finners  fell  their  fouls,  as  if  they  were 
but  low  prized  commodities!  but  you  that  (ell  your  foujs  ch^ap, 
,  will  buy  repentance  dear.  > 

Infetence  3.  If  Chrift*i5  deatl^  fatisfied  God  for  our  fins,  ktnv, 
unparalle/edis  the  love  o/Chai/i  to  poor  Jihners  J  It  is  much  to  pay. 
a  pecuniary  debt  t;o  free  another,  but  who  will  pay  his  own  blood' 
for  another  i  %Ve  have  a  noted  inftancc  of  (|  Zaleucus,  that 
famous  Locrenjiian  4awgiver,  who  decreed,  that  whoever  was 
conviifbed  of  adultery,  ftiould  have  both  his  eyes  put  out.  Ic 
fo  fell  out,  that  his  oiirti  Son  was  brought  before  him  for  that 
crime;  hereupon  the  people  interpofing,  made  fuit  for  his  par-- 
don.  At  length,  tbe'Father,  partly  overcome  by  jheJr  impor- 
tunities, and  iiiot  uawilling  to  (hew  what  lawful  favour  he 
might  to  his  Sbn,  he  firA  put  out  ope  of  his  own  eyes,  and  then 
one  of  his  fon's ;  and  fo  (hewed  himfelf  both  a  merciful  father, 
and  a  juft  lawgiver  ;  fo  temperidg  mercy  wiihjuJftice,  that  both 
the  Law  was  fatisfied*  and  his  Son  fpared.  This  is  written  by^ 
the  HiAoriaa  as  an  inftance  of  fingular  love  la  his  Father,  to  pay 

II  Valerlui,  book^vi^^  d»pr  f .     . . .  .../-* 
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one  half  of  ihc  penalty  for  his  Son.  But  Chrift  did  dot  divide, 
and  (hsire  tn  the  penalty  with  as,  but  bare  it  all.  Zaieucus  did 
it  fdr  hlB  Son,  who  was  dear  to  him  %  Chrrft  did  it  fbr  enc* 
mies,  that  were  fightlog  and  rebelling  againft  him :  Rom.  v.,  %. 
«*  WWte  we  were  yetfinners,  Chrift  died  for  us."  *♦  O  wooW 
<^  to  God  (fard  a  holy  ooc)  I  could  cau&  paper  and  ink  to  Ipeak 
*•  the  worth  and  excellency,  the  high  andloiid  praifes  of  ocmt 
^*  brother  ranfoaier!  O  the  ranfomer  needs  not  my  report;  but 
••  O  if  he  would  take  it,  and  malcc  ufe  of  it !  I  fhould  bo 
**  happy  if  I  had  an  errand  to  this  world  but  for  fi>3>e  few 
'*  years,  to  fpresd  proclamations,,  and  out-crres,  and  love-lct-> 
*'  ters  of  the  highnefs  [the  hiL^hnefs  evermore!  of  the  raafom* 
••  cr,  wbofe  cloaths  Were  wct,  and  dyed  in  blood  \  howbeit, 
<*  that  after  that  my  ibiri  and  body  ifaould  go  back  to  their  idq« 
**  ther  nothing/* 

Inference  A^,  If  Chrifl-,  by  dying,  hath  made  full  fatisfaftidn, 
thin  G^  is  n^  hfer  in  pa;fdming  the  greatefi  tif  finnefi  that 
beUeve  in  Jefus ;  and  tonfequentfy  his  jufiice  tan  be  rtobar  i& 
their  juftificaiion  and  fahati&n^  Hti  is  juA  t6  fdrgive  us  o>uf 
fins,  I  Johft  t.  9.  What  ao  argfametft  16  here  for  a  poor  bcUe- 
•ver  to  plead  with  Gkwi  \  Lord,  if  thou  fave  me  by  Jefu»  Clirift, 
thy  jullice  wiH  be  fully  &ti^6edatone  full  payment;  but  if 
thou  damn  me,  and  require  (ads£a£^ioQ  at  my  hands,  thou 
cQBft  never  receive  k :  I  fhaU  m^e  but  a  dribbling  payment, 
though  nie  la  hell  to  etemirty,  and  (hall  ftm  be  ii^Bnircly  be* 
hind  with  ^e&.  la  ii  not  fflorc  for  Uiy  glory  to  receive  tt  from 
Chrift's  hand,  than  to  require  it  at  mine  .*  Ooc  drop  of  hit 
blood  is  more  words  thaa  all  my  polluted  blood.  O  how  fa- 
tiiff  ing  a  thing  is  this  to  the  con&knce  of  a  poor  fiDUer  that 
is  objcHfHfig  the  multituds,  aggravations,.  aDd  amaiung  circiiHn- 
fiances,  of  fias,  agamft  the  poffibtlity  of  their  being  pardoned ! 
Can  fach  a  finner  as  I  be  forgive^  ?  Tcs,  if  thou  belfcvcft  io; 
Jefus,  thou  mayeft ;  for  fo  God  will  lofe  nothing  in  pardoning, 
Oic  greaieft  trao^reflbrs :  *'  Let  Ifrael  hope  in  the  Lord  ;  for 
"  with  the  Lord  there  h  mercy,  And  with  htm  is  pient«ous  re- 
*'  demptton,**  FfaL  cxxx»  7.  i.e.  a  large  ftock  of  merit  lying  by 
him  in  the  blood  of  Chrift^  to  pay.  him  for  all  that  ypu  have 
dofiis  agdiiaA  biffi. 

Inference  5.  Laftly,  If  Chrift  Ikaih  made  fnch  a  full  fati^fa^i* 
OtT  a«  youjiave  heard,  Bewmvchitii  ihe  coneerwm^t  <^  ^yeryt 
/$ult  £0  ahsndcn  aJl  thoughts  ^fatisfyingCodfir  hit  ofw^nfim^  and 
hpr4ki:hiaife^ta  tbebk^  of  Chrift,  She  ranfwmr,  h  f^tb,  thaH^ 
fn  that  blood  they  may  be  pardoned  f  It  would  grieve  one's  heart 
to  fee  how  many  |j>oor  creatures  axi  dfftidg»giaod  (li^tis  ^  a 
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tafk  of  repentance,  and  revenge  upon  themlelTeSy  and  reformat 
tioQ,  and  obedience,  to^  {oLtisfj  Gpd  fee  wbai  they  have  done  a- 
gainft  him  :  And  alas  !  it  cannot  be,  they  do  but  loie  their  la- 
boirf"  ;♦  coWd  th^  (wdltcr  thei(^  very  b*eal^t$  out,  wepp  till  tfec?, 
Ciu  >»ccp  no  mor^,  Cry^  till  their^  throats  bfe  parched,  ala$,  they 
can  never  recompenfe  God  for  one  vain  thought  ^  for  fuch  is  the 
ieverity  of  the  law,  that  when  it  is  Cpce  ofFended)  it  wilf  never  be 
made  amends  i^gain  by  all  that  we  can  do;  it  wjli  not  difcharge 
fee  fibner,.  for  all  tfieYorrow  in  the  ^orld.  Ibc^^ecf,  if  a  rfiad  be 
in  Ch'rift,  (brroW'fcr  firi  is  fomethiug,  and  renewed  obcdien<i(^  is 
fcinfethlnl;';  GodiobKS'ufoti'theW'faVoutabfy,  aiid  att^'ptVthim 
gracioufly  in  Chrift  :  bntout>of  him  they  figitify  tid  mofe' tHaa 
the  intreaties  and  aies  of  a  condemned  maiefaflor.  to  reyerfe 
tlie  legal  ftn tehee  oF  tVe  judge'".'  ,  fcfirniay  toil  all  tkd  cfays^ot 
y'oorltfe,  attd' at  liight^  go  to  bed' without  a' caiididi^  To,  that 
fcnfe  that  fcripture  k)unds,  Ifa.  1.  i  r.  •*  Behold,  all  yfe  that  kln2 
**  die  a  fire,  that  compafs  yotirfelvlds'abotit  with  f[faiks/;  Valk 
^  in  the  lig^  bf  ytjur  fire,  and  int  the^fparks  that  you'Kkvc? 
**  kindled :  Thi$,  fliall  ye  have  of  miiic  hWd,  ye  ftiail'lic  dirwrf 
•*  in  forrow."  Byjire\  and  the  light  of  it,  fome  under'fhndthe 
Iparkling  pleafutes  of  this  Hfe,  and  tire  fenfitive  joys  of  the  creai-! 
tores  :'  >tit  geherarlfy  it  is  taken  for  our  own  patural'rightcouA 
nefs,  and  a^l  afts  of  duties,  iu  order  tqcfur  juftificatioh  by^themf 
before  Qoi.  And'  fo  it'  (lands  oppoifed^  to  that*  faith  of  recum- 
bency fpoken  'of  in  the  verfe  before!  By  their  compajjing  iUrn;-^ 
/etvfs  itboui  with  thc/e /parks,  unyerftand  their  dcpcndance  oq 
thefe'their  dUties,andgioryin^  in  them.  Btrifee  the  fatal  ilTu^ 
Tejhall  lie  down  in  forrtm :  that  (hall  be  your  recoinpence  from 
the  hahd  of  the  Lord';  that  is  all  the  thanks  and  reward  you  mbft 
^x'pcft  from  him,  for  flighting  Chrift's,  and  preferring  your  owa* 
righteoufiieis  before  his.  Reuder,  b6  convinced,  that  one  aA  o^ 
faith  in  the  Lord  J'ehis  pieafes  (Sod  more  than  all  the  obed&encc^ 
repentance^  anti  ftiivitigs  fo  obey  the  la\^,  through  thy  whole 
life,  can  do.  Arid  thus  you  have  the  firft  fpecial  fruits  o^ 
ChrHfs  prlefth66d/ii  thefull  failsfaiftidn-of  Gbd;  for  all  die' 
fcis^of  believers:  / 
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Surveys  the  bleffed  Inheritance  purchafed  by  the  Obla- 
'   tioh  of  Chrif^,  being  the  fecand  EfleA  or  Fruit  of 
his  Priefthood. 

Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  But  when  ihefuhefs  of  time  was  come,  God  fent. 
forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  re^, 
deem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive ^ 

\  the  adoption  of  fins, 

THIS  fcripture  gives  ns  an  account  of  a  doable  fruit  of 
ChriA*s  death*  viz.  the  payment  of  our  debt,  and  thd 
purchafc  of  our  inheritance, 

I.  The  payment  of  our  debt,  cxprcffed  by  ^ourrcdemption^ 
or  buying  us  out  from  the  obligation  and  curfe  of  the  law^  whicl^ 
hath  been  difcourfed  in  the  laft  exercife. 
.  2.  The  purchafe  of  an  inheritance  for  thofe  redeemed  onesy 
cxpreffed  here  by  their  receiving  the  adopdon  of  fons ;  whichu 
is  to  be  our  prefent  fubjeft.  Adoption  is  either  civil,  or  diviue^ 
Of  the  firft,  the  civil  law  gives  this  definition  :  that  it  is, 

"  ♦  A  lawful  aft,  in  imitation  of  nature,  invented  for.  the 
V  comfort  of  them  that  jhavc  no  children  of  their  own.     Divina 
**  adoption  is  that  fpecial  benefit  whereby  God,  for  Chrift's 
*\  fake,  accepteth  us  as  fons,  and  Inakes  us  heirs  of  eternal  life ' 
«  with  him." 

Betwixt  this  civil  and  f  facred  adoption,  there  is  a  twofpld 
agreement  and  difagreement.  They  agree  in  this,  that  both, 
flow  from  the  plcafurc^  and  good  Willof  the  adopfant ;  and  ia 
ihis,  that  both  confer  a  right  to  privileges,  which  we  have  not 
by  nature  :*  but  in  this  they  differ,  one  is  an  aft  imitating  na- 
ture, the  other  tranfcends  nature;  the  one  was  found  put  for 
the  comfort  of  them  that  had  no  children;  the  other  for  the 
comfort  of  them  that  had  no  father.     This  divine  adoption  is,  .  , 

*  Summa  M\p\,  ad  vcrbum.  Adoptio  efi  a^us  legit hnus,  imi- 
tans  naturam,  repertus  ad  carum  Jolatiutn,  qui  liberos  non  habenK  \ 

jidopti9  eft  heneficium,  quo  noj  Deus  propter  ChriJ^um  infili9s  re* 
cipit,  et  facts  nos  cum  ipfo  haer'edis  vitae  aeternae.    RavancK* 

f  Here  therefore  adoption  is  taken  (as  redemption  is  in  Roro,  iiu 
53.)  for  a^ual  pofTefiion.,  For  as,  it  the  laft  day,  wc  will  perceive 
the  fruit  pf  our  redemption,  fo  now  we  perceive,  ^^t  C«/v/>  en. 
i his  place ^ 


i 
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•iA  ftripturc^  cither  taken  properly  for  that  aft  or  fentencc  of 
^God,  by  which  we  arc  made  fons,  or  for  the  privileges  with 
^ixrhicb  the  adopted  are  iDvcAe^ :  and  fo  it  is  taken  Rom.  viti.  23,. 

and  in  this  fcripture  now  before  us.  We  loft  our  inhcritanc* 
'by  the  fall  of  Adam;  we  receive  it,  as  the  text  Ipeaks,  bythc 
rdeath  of  Chrift,  which  reftpres  it  again  to  us  by  a  new  and 

better  title.    Tt!e  doftrinc  hence,  is  this, 

•  Doft.  That  the  death  rfjefuf  Chrifi  hath  not  only  fatisfed 
for  our  debts ^  but  over  and  above  purchafed  a  rich  inherit 
-  tancefor  the  children  of  Cod. 

'  •*  For  this  end,  or  caufe,  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  new  tefta- 
•**  ment ;  that,  by  means  of  death,  for  the  redemption  of  the 
'**  tranfgreflions  that  were  under  the  firft  teftament,  they  which 
.***  are  called,  might  receive  the  promife  of  the  eternal' inheritance,** 
Hcb.  ix.  15.        * 

We  will  here,  Firft,  fee  wHat  Chrift  paid.  Secondly,  what 
he  pnrdiaied.     Thirdly,  for  whom. 

'  Firft,  What  Chrift  paid.  Our  t  divines  comprife  the  virtue 
and  fruits  of  the  prieftbood  of  Chrift  in  theie  two  things,*  7;iz. 
ISolutio  debiti,  et  acyuifitio  hareditatif,  payment  and  purchafe.  . 
'Anfwerably,  the  obedience  of  Chrift  hath  a  double  relation,  re* 
Itftio  legalii  juftitiae,  the  relation  of  a  legal  ri^tepufnefs  ;  and 
adequate  and  cxiiftly  proportioned  price.  And  it  hath  al(b  m' 
it  relatio  fuperlegjUis  meriti,  the  relation  of  a  merit  over  and 
beyond  the  law.       -  '- 

To  pWeft  (as  fome  do)  **  ||  the  fatSsfaflion  of  Chrift  was  more 
**  'than  fufficient,**  according  to  our  doftrine,  "  and  therefore 
^  could  not  be  intended  for  the  payment  of  pur  debt,**  is  a 
icnfelefe  cavil.     For  furely,  if  Chrift  paid  more  than  was  owing, 

»  he  mufts  needs  pay  all  that  was  owing  to  divine  Juftice.  And 
truly  it;  is  but  a  bad  requital  of  the  love  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  who, 
feefide  the  payment  of  what  we  owed,  would  maniftft  his  bounty 

.  by  the  redundancy  of  his  merit,  which  he  paid  to  God  to  pur- 
chafe  a  biefled  inheritance  for  us.  This  overplus  of  fatisfaftion 
(whicb  was  the  price  of  that  inheritance  (  am  now  to  open)  is 
not  obfcorely  btoted,  but  plainly  expref&d  twice^in  Rt>m .  v,  1 5. ; 

C  c  2  ; 

t  Parkef^dt  defccofa  1.  3.  p.  79-  Dr.  Reynddy  on  rtal.  ex. 
Cameron,  p.  563,' 6*^.       '  *  * 

•*||  Stttijfadio  Chrifti  fuh  //"/  quam  fufficieni,  n^n  igitur,  ex 
debitOf  -non  ex  obfigato;  '  Pcrard;  dialog.  5*  ^3^^*    "  '    ' 


*•  t)ic  ofiencc  of  ooc  ajaoy'be  ijicad,  v*)s}iff  if^^^u  mach  ipor^  dye 
•*  the  grace  of  God,  ibd  the  gift  by  grace,  which  is  Sy  fE)'n«  man, 

."  uatOQiany."  Sever,  j  jf"  Eor,if  by.OTCMJan>'^^ 
reigned  b^i 
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the  gift 

y  Ghrift."  .  Ip  both  f  whicii  p^lac^  Qirjft  a^d  <ft^da»  arc  cproparr 
edas  the  t^o  roots  or  cbjmmop  l^cads  of^niimlund/bp^  feeing 
in  this  property  of  cdmmuDicatipg  Uidr  coDf^it^pa^  to  i)^QJf,  that 
.arc  theirs \  yet  there  is  a  great  (Jcai of diflercDccbct wixt  them ; 
.fpr  *^o  Cbcift  tjhe  ppwer  is-ril  jjivipe,  aad  thjerifif^  j^fifV^Jl  "*^''<* 
^'^iTeaadefiedu^l;  tie  coa^manicates  fkb^ 
jiban  they  Joft  i|i  Ad^i^ :  fo  thft  bis  ^iojo^  ^s  i^qt  .of|||'lui^c|cttt 
to  redeem  all  thofe  that  ^e  ^AuaUy  redef  jipl^d  tsy  ^,  ib^t  ^ea 
the  whole  world  alio.     Aodf  w^re   there  ib  maov  ,WQrl4s  of 
inen  as  there  are  roep  iii  the  w<yW,  it  vfopW  ^>!?  "lfl^i^»9W  few 
theinalfo;  and  yeiftill  there  would  be  i^l  overplus  of  fwlue^ 
for  a|l:  all  thofe  worlds  t)f  oie^  would  jfife  but  to  ^  ^te  buik  ; 
but  this  ^ioqd  is  infinite  in  Us  v^ortji  ^nd  ^^'^l^Y*     $%^^  ^^9^ 
there  is  not  a  >vholc  ^yorJd,  no,  jDof  b^lf,  b^t  fhe  ffj  1^  par| 
i:edeen;ted  b(y  the  blood  of  Chrift»  which  wa^  fiiffipiept  for  ^ 
maiiy ;  bow  great  muft  be  |l)e  furp]a%e  ajpd^rtdqndancy  of 
^rit?  fjl.e|ne  our  divines  rightly  diflioguiih  betwixt  thQ/ubfi^nc^ 
fxxi.  accidmts  of  Chnii's  death  and  obediepce.     Copi]ider  Chri^  ^ 
fuft^ering,  as  to  the  fnbAance  of  ic,  it  was  no  more  tbap  whaf 
the  t  lawrcfjuircd.;  for,  ijiieither  the  jufticc,  por  iove^^^.the 
t'ather  w<oolii  permit  th^t  C^uUKhouid  fAifTcr  more  th^  wjhat 
^as  necei&ry  for  buo  to  bear,  as  (>ur  fur; ty :  but,  as  to  jtha 
cu:cuip%nces,  the  perfop  of  the  fu%ter,  thf  P9f^  ?p4  ^^^1^9^ 
\As  fufTerings,  drc.  it  >y,as  mxicb  m<>re  thap  fi^mcien^ :  ^iju^i^lc- 
gale  mifritum,  a  n^erj^  ^bpye  and  beyond  w,h^t  tqeh^  rcqpifed  ^ 
tor,  tho'  thelaMf  required  the. death  pf  tj^e  iinpfr,  whots  buf  ^ 
poot  contemptible  creatnre,  it  did  not  require  that  ope»  p^r^^lji 
innocept,  (bould  die  ;  it  <^id  QOt  require  th^t  Gp4  ^^q^ld  ^e4 
|iis  hlood  \  ir  did  not  require  blood  qf  fi^ch  y;due  ai^d  yrqrth-^ 
this  vffLS.  >  I  fay,  aope  of  this  jlje  tew  reau^rei  UiRi^p^.  Gqcl  was 

*  Dutch  Annotations  on  this  place«     I>eodat«  op  this  place* 

quod  per  legem  Jeheiatur  :  quddJhreumfiak/Jj^s  affUfjfUf  ifatJenfJ:^ 
(erpnam  Pf{//^  f^^fi^/^»  A^^h  ^^^i^/n,*  JnhJ  i^MMffif*^ 
ens' fat  hfMcitQ  Cir{fti  a  nphit  ih^{V^^    I^^HSf  ^.*i  ^?Hfftl-  3^ '\ 


^cffkd,  for  thea^j^smccment  and  maaifefiajtioQ  :9f  h^'joftke  ai^ 
^tcf  ia  thcJUgheil,  to  admit*  and  order  this»  by  lifraypf  coflir 
jpiDtatioOy  admit tipg  hiooi.tpbe  our «vr(^;^«  or  r^oii^r,  by  4yr  ^ 
Ji^  lor  us.  And»  iad^d,  it  wa^  ft  poit  gr^ciou^  ^iL^iioa  of 
the  law'*,  that  admitted  bf  (uch  a  coipm^Mt^tipp.a^  .tbiss  fpt 
)}£reby  .it  fprncfsip  p^ |)f»,.^t  jui(lice  i^  f]t|iiy  iatisfied,  adftd.  fti  we 
|ive  aad  a^e  fayed ;  which,  Awfpre,  was  a  thing  tha(  fo{ild  JioC 
be'  iipagiged. '  Ye|k,  ao^  we  arc  jO^t  o^y  rq^eein^  frpm  wrath^ 
oy  the  adequate  compcofatioQ  made  for  our  fias  by  Chrj^*$  bl(yMl 
^^d  fu^Emog^,  fubfta9^is^ly,C(¥irid^       ^t  t^A  i^ft  glouoos 

luoQcenty  ^  the  ^ipo^  pf  ^9<1>  )|a4  .tharefoir?  %9  fmH  ^ccUf&t 
i^d  cmsfv^s  btoody  abpve  ^hat  the  law  demaq^d.  Aad  diis 
f9  tbeineaaiog  of  AihaDafius,  when  he  faith,  <*  f  Tha^t  Chritt  re^^ 
t*  compisafed,  or  made  ainead^  for  fipfdl  thiogf  with  great  :-*  ht 
foaeansoot,  that  fio,  cooftdcred  ab4>li|.telf ,  a^d  in  itfelf>  i$  finall  s 
6,  no,  hut  Gooptp^^d  ^yiib  Ckrili's  blood,  a^d  tbei^fioilr  cxcelt 
l^i^cy  ai^d  worth  of  it»  it  is  fo.  A^  t  ChryfoAotti,  to  the  (ame 
pi^r^ff^^  *'Chvii\  pftid  iHQUch  mpre,  (iaiifa  he,)  chao  we  cfWtd, 
*'  ^mi  b  q9p/:h  mofre»  a#  the  i^ijOM^I^  9pf an  i^  more  theo  a  fmali 
f'  drqp/'  So  thajc  it  was  rigbtly  dftermififd  by  holy  Anjfelm ; 
^*  No  xnzn,  (faith  h^»)  cav  pay  M>  Q^  what  be  owesiMm.^ 
V  ChrH^  9fi)y  pai4  Q^P^e  (hao  be  pwicyd  him/*  fiy  ihis,  you  fee, 
^p\^  ricia  a  tr«;afprie  lies  io  Cl]rift»  <o  bitCtpv  in  a  purdiafe  foe 
j^j^,.  above  w))at  he  p4d  to  r^deeip  us  ;  even  as  much  as  his  feal 
apd  body  wqre  more  worth  thao  o}irs»  for  whom  it  was  &crifi'« 
ced  ;  v^hicb  is  fo  great  a  fum,  iba<  ail  the  aogcls  in  heaven^  aod 
|pep  OQ  e^rth,  ^an  opvier  coiiipfiitcs  and  &m  up,  fo  as  to  ftew  os 
file  total  pf  it.  Aad  thi»  wa$  thjU  ifiexhauOibIc  tcetfure  that 
(thrift  ea^pendcd,  (o  protur^  aqd  purphafe  the  faireft  ioheritaiice 
for  belkvfuf.  Havji^g  (^en  tfaelieafure  that  purehafed,  let  ut 
^exr  ^iquH^  ipto  |he  uEiberitaooei  purxdiafed  by  it. 

^9^^»  Tbjes  ifitv^citaQQs  13  foJarge*  that  it  eaonsit  be  for< 
iffsyed  by  crc^tuife^  ;  nor  can  the  b^^imdaries  and  limits  thereof 
bs  de^cribiqd^  for  if;  $ompreba)ds  all  things;  i  Ci>r.  iii.  aa.  | 
^  AU  is  yours,  y<?  9,xt  Chrift's,  a&d  Chrift  ia  Cod^f',  Rev.  jut 

^  Thejr  who  hate  written  pf  tb«  relaxatioa  of  laws,  obferve^ 
that  thefe  are  the  beft  relaxations  to  which  is  annexed  commutati- 
flip  [or  cojppcpjfa^anil-    QrQt^us,  o^  fofufixfiii^^t  ^ii4p*  f* 

t  Cfffiftuvt  parv^  «W«lf  P^vhS^fi'  AtjianaC  4e  p^we  ct  cmoe^ 

I  1  Jn^  whole  w^tld  belongs  to  the  taithfol*    ^^« 
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.'7.  **  He  tBdtoveircoines  (hall  inherit  all  things."  And  ^ctl  do 
<tfot  ibink,  or  iky,  that  Dominium  fundatur  ingnatia^  that  ttmp6' 
ral  domloibn  is  founded  In  grace :  no,  that  is  at  the  caft  and  dx{^ 
pofc  6i  Providence.  But  Chrift,  by  his  death,  hath  reftored  a 
tight  to  all  things  to  his  people, 

'.  Buty  CO  be  more  particniar,  I  (hall  diftribute  the  faints  inhe- 
ritance, purchafed  by  Chrift,  into,  three  heads";  all  temporal 
good  things,  alij^iriYi^/ good  things,  and  all  eternal  gpod  things 
iwc  theirs.  ' 

i  I.  Ail  temporal  good  things.  '  i  Tim  v\.  7.  "  He  hath  given 
^  us  all  things  richly  to^njoy."  J  Not  that  they  have  the 
pfffejfion^  but  the  comfort  and  ^ir^f  of  all  things  r  Otkets  have 
<he  fting,  gall,  wormwood,  baits  andTnares  of  th^  creature; 
<aints  only  have  the  bleffing  atid  comfort  of  it.  So  that  thifi 
little  that  a  righteous  man/  hath,  is  (in  this  among  other  refpeAs) 
tetter  than  the  treafures  of  many  wicked:  which  is  the  true 
key  to  open  that  dark  faying  of  the  apoftle,  2  Got/  vi.  to.  "  As 
f*  having  nothing,  and  yet  po(re(ring  all  things:"  They  only 
poOefs,  others  are  pofTeitd  by  the  world.  The  faints  do  wfi 
mundOf  et  frui  deo,  **  ti(e  the  world,  and  enjoy  God"  in  the 
jufc  of  it.  Others  are  deceived,  defilied,  and  dfeftroyed  by  the 
.  world ;  but  thefe  are  refre(bed  and  furthered  by  it. 

2.  JU  spiritual  good  things  arc  purchafed  by  the  blood  of 
•Chrift  for  them ;  as  Jufiification^  which  comprifes  remifRon  of 
iins  and  acceptance  (rfonr  perfons  by  God  :  Rom;  iii.  24.  "  Be- 
-*^  ing  juftificd  frediy  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that 
.**  is  m  Chrift.**  San^^catkm  is  ^Ifo  purchafed  for  them  ;  yea, 
bothinitiaimdpr&grepvefBitk&ifiCSitioni  for  of  ^*  God,  he  is 
f  made  antous,  not  only  wifdom  and  righteoufrw^s,  but  fanfti* 
?*  ficatioB  aifo,"  i  Cor.  i.  30.  Thefe  two,  t^ii.  our  juftification 
and  fandification,  are  twd  of  the  t^oft  rich  and  (hining  robes  iu 
the  ward-robe  of  free-grace.  How  glorious  and  lovdy  d6  tHey  . 
render  the  foul  that  wears  them  I  Thef^  ^rtdjki^t'htzcelcts, 
and  jewels  ifaac  feat  to  Rebecca.  Adoption  into  tKe  family  of 
God,  is  piu-chafed  for  us  by  his  blood ;  "  For  ye  are  all  the  chil- 
«•  drcn  of  God  by  faith  in  Jcfus  Chrift,^*  Gal.  iii.  26.  Chrift,  as 
be  is  the  Son,  is  haeres  natus^  **  the  heir  by  nature  ;*'  as  he '  i$ 
J^Udiatftr,' h4  is  haeres  ebnfiitutus^  **  the  hdr  by  a[ppomtmciif,'''* 

.    ,   '  •     ■    .  -  •  .  ;,.:...      \        >  t 

,:(  Chrift  merited  for-  us  all  fupernaturil  g6od  tMngs,  and  all  aii^s; 
whether  prevebtiDg,  or  fubfequent  t  and  all  thofe  things,  though 
Ih^  are  things  extriD(ical  to  us,  which  bear  the  rclatiob  of  means 
to  our  folvattoni  Vincent.  'Atiftricenf  de  hahH.  Gbriji.  grat^frue^ 
ie6i.  jr.  5.^.  2S9y     '    '  '  •    ^-    ...     -  ^'      >^"  "      *  •       ' 
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appointed  heir^tf  all  things ^  as  it  is,  Heb.  i.  1,  i^y  the  Soa* 
ihip  of  Chrift,  we  being  united  to  him  by  faith,  become  Tons  i 
and  if  fons,  then  heirs.  "  O  what  manner  of  love  is  this,  thac 
**  we  fhould  be  called  the  fons  of  God  !**  i  John  iii.  i.  That 
a,  poor  beggar  Aiould  be  made  an  heir,  yea,  zia  heir  of  God,  and 
joint-heir  with  Chrift  I  Yea,  that  very  faith,  which  is  the  bond' 
of  union,  and  confequently,  the  ground  of  all  our  communicHl 
with  Chrift,  is  the  purchafe  of  his  blood  alfo :  2  Pet.  i.  1.  "  To 
*•  them  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith  with  us,  through  ' 
•*  the  righteoufnefsofGod,  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  Thii 
iDoft  precious  grace  is ,  the  dear  purchafe  of  our  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrift:  yea,  all  ihat peace,  joy,  znd/piritual comfort,  whidiarc 
fweet  fruits  of  faith,  are  with  it  purchafed  for  us  by  this  bloodi 

So  fpeaks  the  apoftle  la  Rom.  v.  i,  2,  3.  "  Being  jirftified 
•*  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefut 
*•  Chrift,"  ifc.  Moreover  the  Spirit  himfelf,  who  is  the  author^ 
fountain,  and  fpring  of  all  thefe  graces  and  comforts,  is  procurecl  , 
for  us  by  his  death  and  refurreftion:  Gal.  iii.  13,  14.  "  Chrift 
**  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a 
•*  Curfe  for  us ;  for  it  is  written,  curfed  is  eVery  one  that  haogt 
.  **  eth  on  a  tree:  that  the  blefliog  of  Abraham  might  come 
•*  upon  the  Gentiles  through  Jcfus  Chrift,  that  we  might 
•*  receive  the  promife  of  the  Spirit  through  faith.'*  That  Spirit 
that  ftrft  fanflified,  and  fince  hath  fo  often  fealed,  camforted^ 
direded,  rcfolved,  guided,  and  quickncd  your  fpuls,  had  not 
come  to  perform  any  of  thcfc  blefled  offices  upon  your  hearts^ 
if  Chrift  had  not  died.  ;   / 

3,  All  eternal  good  things  are  the  purchafe  of  his  bIood« 
Heaven,  and  all  the  glory  thereof,  is  purchafed  for  you  that  arc 
believers,  with  tfiis  price.  Hence  that  iglory,  whatever  it  be,  is 
called  **  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadetb 
"  not  away,  referved  in  heaven  for  ycu  :"  'To  the  li^^ely  hope 
whereof  you  are  begotten  again,  "  by  the  refurrcftion  of  Chrid 
**  from  the  dead,"  i  Pet.  i.  3,  4.  Not  only  prefent  mercies  arc 
purchafed  for  us,  but  things  to  come  aUo,  as  it  is  i  Cor.  iii.  22. 
Man  i$  a  prudent  and  pfofpefling  creature,  and  is  not  fatisjfied 
that  it  is  well  with  him  for  the, prefent,  unlefs  he  have  fome  ai-  - 
furance  It  ftiall  be  well  with  him  for  time  to  come.  His  mind  is 
takeii  up  about  what  ftiall  be  hereafter;  and  from  the  good  or. 
evil  things  to  come,  he  ratfeth  up  to  himfelf  vaft  hopes  or  fears. 
^  Therefore  to  complcat  our  happinefs,  and  fill  up  the  utter- 
moft  capacity  of  our  fouls,  all  the  good  of  eternity  is  put  into 
the  account  and  ipve^tory  of  the  faints  eft^e  and  inheritance; 
,This  happinefs  is  ioefiablc;  i(.is.  nfualjy  diftl0gt9ijQie4  iMf     -^ 
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vhat  tiiffehtiat,  a&d  what  \$  acceffory  to  it.  The  ejfenfiais  di 
it,  as  we  iiv  our  embodied  ^ftatc  can  conceive,  is-  either  th6 
^ffj'eflive,  fubjeililfi  or  fotthdl  happinefs  to  be  enjoyed  iJi 
heaien. 

TKe  ohjeahi  happiflefi  i^  God  hlmfelf,  P/al;  Ixxiii.  if; 
•*  VfhofD  have  I  in  heaven  btt  tHee  ?"  If  h  could  be  fiippbfed 
(fairh  one)  thai  God  (hooW  vrithdraW  from  theiaiptsfin  heaved; 
vtxiA  fay,  Talce  heaven,  and  divide  it  among  you  ;  but  as  fot 
ifae,  I  will  withdraw  frorti  yon;  the  faints  would  fall  weeping  id 
heaven,,  and  fay,  Lord,  take  heaven,  and  give  it  to  whom  tfcod 
wilt-;  It  is  no  heaven  to  tis,  except  thou  be  there :  HeaVtri 
would  be  ^ery  Bokim  to  the  faints  without  God.  In  this,  our 
gloi7  in  heaven  confifls,  to  be  ever  with  the  Lord,  i  Theff.  iv^ 
*7r.  <Jod  hinifdf  is  the  chief  part  6fa  faintV  inheritance;  ia  . 
nrhich  fenie,  as  fome  >^iil  underAand^  Rom.  viii.'  !•  tiky  are 
called  heir's  of  God. 

The  futje^ive  glo^' and  happiticfs ^  is  the  attenipdration  and 
ftiltingof  the  f6ul  arid  body  to  God-.  This  is  begun  in  fane* 
tifitation,  add  pcrfefttditi  glorification/  It  confifts  in  remov^ 
iog  frcHD  both  all  that  ik  indecent,  arid  irfconCfteint  with  a  flate 
of  fuch  compleat  glory  and  happinefs,  and  itx  fup^rindUcing  and 
cloathing  it  with  ^1  he«'tvehty  qualities. 

The  immnniries  of  the  body-are  its  freedom  from  all  natDral 
ihfirmities;  which  as  they  cortie'  in,  fo  they  go  out  with  fin; 
Thenceforth  tb€re  (h^ll  be  no  difeafes,  deformities,  pains,  flaws^ 
IROndrofities;  their  gobd-phyCciari  de^  hath  cured  all  this^ 
and  their  vile  bodies  (hall  be  made  like  unto  Chrift's  glorious 
fciody,  Phil.  iii.  21.  atfd  be  iftadc  a  (piritual  body,  i  Cor.  xv^ 
44«  Fat  agiHiyy  like  the  chariots  of  Jmina^ai  ;  for  beauty^ 
as  the  top  of  Lebanon  i  for  incorruptibility,  ds  ii  thty  were 
parefpifits. 

.The  foiil  aMb-is'difctiarged  and'  freed  from  all  darkncfs  and 
ignorance  of  miad,  biding'  now* able  to  difcern  all  truths  in  Godi 
that  chriftal  ocean^  of  tru th .  The  leaks  of  the  memory  flopt  for 
ever ;  the  roving  of  itsfancy  perfeftly  cured;  the  ftubborn^ 
fteft  andreluftancy  of  the  will  for  ever  fubdued,  and  retained 
in  due  and  full  fubjeftiori'to  God.  So  that  the  faints  in  glory 
ffiall  bfc  free  frotn  all  that  now  troubles  them ;  they  (hall  never 
fm  more,  nbr^  be  ohce  templed  lb  to  do^  fdr  no  ferj^ent  hifles  id- 
fhat  paradife  ;  they  flis^  ne^fcr  grieve  or  groan  more;  for  God 
IhaUwipc  away  all  tears  frditi  their  eyes:  They  •  (hall  neveir  be 
tr^iubled  more-,  for  God  will  then  reconipenfe  tribulation  td 
their  trodblers,  anid  to  thcto'  thai  art'  troubled,  reft  f  they  ihaH 
WjrcrMioubtjDOfCi  for  frultion-cxcliKlesHdeuWBgr 
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/  The  formal  faappioefs  is  the  fuloefs  of  fatlsfbSiio  fefiiMn^^ 
ffiom  the  blefTed  fight  and  enjoymeat.  of  God,  by  a  fool  fo  ^^t- 
jieoipisred  to  him,  P&L  xvii.  15.  *<  When  I  awake  I  &all  be  iii* 
«•  tisfied  with  thy  liitenefs.*'  Thie  fight  of  God,  ia  glory,  cal- 
led the  beatifical  vifion,  mofi  needs  yield  ideffable  f&tii^a^tiopi  to 
{|be  beholding  foul,  inafmiu^h  as  it  will  be  an  intmtive  vi&m» 
.The  intellectual  or  mental  eye,  (hall  fee  God,  1  J(An  iii«  z. 
The  corporeal  glorified  eye  ftiall  fee  Chrift,  Job  xix; .  26,  27. 
-What  a  ravifhing  vifion  will  this  be  !  and  howniuch  wtU  k 
^oeed  all  reports  and  apprefaenfions  we  had  hereof  it !  Sttfdy 
ibe  one  half  was  pot  told  us.  It  will  be  a  transformative  vjfim, 
it  will  change  the  beholder  into  its  own  image  and  likenefs«k 
f*  Wcihallbeltkehini^forweAiallfeehimashetd,"  1  Johniit;z« 
As  iron  put  into  the  fire,  becomes  all  fiery ;  io  the  £»il,  by.co» 
,terfing  with  God,  is  changed  into  his  very  fimilitnde.  It  will 
be  an  appropriative  vifion ;  **  Whoin  I  fliall  fee  for  myietf,"  Job 
CKix^  26,  27.  In  heaven  interefk  is  clear  and  undoobted ;  feair 
js  caft  out :  no  need  of  marks  and  figns  there ;  for:,  what  a  maii 
lees  and  enjoys,  how  can  he  doujbc  of?  It  will  be  a  ravt/Ung 
iui/hnj  thefe  we  have  by  faith  are  fo,  how  much  more  thofe  i& 
glory  ?  How  was  Paul  tranfported,  when  he  was  in  a.vifiond 
^ay  wrapt  up  info  the  third  heaven,  and  heard  the  unutterable 
things,  though  he  was  not  admitted  into  the  blefied  Ibciety,  but 
was  with  them,  as  the  angels  are  iaoor  ailemhlies,  aftander-byt 
a  looker  on.  If  a  fpark  do  fo  inflame,  what  is  it  to  iie  dowii 
Jake  a  Phoenix  in  her  bed  of  fpiCes  \  Like  a  Salamaodor  to  lit» 
and. move  in  the  fire  of  love !  It  will  alio  be  an  eternal  vifiont 
vacahimus  et  Tndebmius^  (as  Augufiia  faid)  we  fliall  ihea  be  ^ 
leifiire  for  this  tmployment,  and  have  no  diverfions  hrom  it  for 
ever.  No  evening  is  mentbned  to  the  feventh  day-s  iabbat&| 
no  night,  in  the  new  Jeruialem.    And  therefore, 

Lafify,  It  will  be  a  fully  fatisfying  vifion  :  God  will  then  be 
all  in  all,  Etiam  ipfa  ciiriofitas  fatietur,  "  Curiofity  itfelf  will 
.y  ^be  latUfied,"  The  bleffed  foul  will  feel  itfelf  blclfcd,  filled, 
iatisfied  in  every  part*  Ah,  what  a  happinefs  is  here !  to  look 
and  love,  to  drink  and  fing,  and  drink  again  at  the  fountain-head 
of  the  higheft  glory  i  And  if  at  any  time  its  eye  be  turned  iroa 
a  flire^  to  a  reflex  fight  upon  what  it  once  was»  how  it  was, 
wrought  00,  how  fitted  for  this  glory,  how  wonderfully  diftin4 
'^uilhed  by  fpectal  grace  from  them  ths^  are  bowling  in;  flaniefy 
Whilft  himfidf  is  (bouting  aloud  upon  hts  bed  of  everlafting  reft  i^ 
alivthis-will  enhance  the  glory.  .  .  .  ,  .  1  .  .»  ./, 
And  fo  alfo  will  the  accejories  of  this  bleiledacfst  The  place 
Vol.  L  ,.pd    ....:...   v.. 


^mbeA^0ii^tti§afcdt  thit  £mpyr€an  heavm^  the  city  of  God, 
•«Bhbfaer  <^fartfl  afceaded,  wlierc  thp  ^eat  i^embly  are  met. 
FaAulifeaod  CSuuiaD  were  but  the  types  of  it ;  more  exoellm; 
•ttod  craniccndiag  the  royal  palaces  of  earthiy  pnnoes,  ihaa  they 
do  a  ]^eoB-bole.  The  company  aUb  U^ijtfa  whom  h&  is  efy|oye<^ 
;idds.to -thegtory.  A  hlifsfid  ibdety  iDdeed!  fiore  Osgood 
jdgfabonrs  in  that  city.  There  wc  fluU  have  faiBiliar  cobverlb 
•with  angeia,  whofe  appeatances  oov  are  iofapportable  by  poor 
aitti^ls-:  There  will  be  fweei  aodfuilclofkigs alio  betwixt  ckc 
^kiis^  Luther  and  Z«iogltQS  are  tkere  agreed.  Here  chcjr 
^BM^ld  not  foUy  dofe  with  one  anbthcr,  and  no  woador,  for  they 
4B0iild  .mot  fnily  clofe  widi  riiem&lves.  Bat  tbere'is  peff<^  har^ 
jBony  aofl  unity ;  all  Ateeling  and  dofing  in  <jiod,  as  lines  in  the 
•oeBler.  .  This  is  a  ble^ed  gltmpfe  of  yonr  inheitance.  • 

Tiirdiy,  Ail  tsbisis  parchaiedfor  belierers :  hence  it  is  called, 
^*  itheiafaedtMiceofthefaintsJn  light/' Ck>Lt.  i2. '*AllisyonrS» 
■<?  for  ye  are  Chrift's,"  that  is  the  tenure,  i  Cor.^ii.  aj.  So 
~  ilom.  m  30. '  *  Whom  he  did  f  redeftmate,  them  healfo  called  ; 
'^*  and  whom  he  called,  tiuaa  be  uUb  juAified ;  and  whom  he  |a«> 
^<  ftified,  i^trm  he  alfo  glorified."  Only  thofe  that  are  fons,  are 
iKJrs,  Honuviii.  17.  The  nnri^teoasfhallfiot  inherit,  t  Cor, 
mt  9.  *  *  it  as  the  Father's  good  ple^re  to  igive  ihe  kingdem  to 
f«  the  little  flocic/*  Luke  atU.  32. 

.  if^ence  i .  Hath  Chrift  not  only  redeemed  you  fcom  wratli; 
bttt  {^urchafed  fiich  an  eternal  inheritance  alfo  by  the  overpliia 
tof^hia  merit  far  youf  0  how  weli  cpntft^  /hwldMiev^fifkin 
he  with  their  iett  if  providmce  in  this  lifft  he  H  what  it  wi/i  i 
Content  did  1  &y  M  fpeak  too  low  ;  overcome,  ravilhed,  fii* 
ied  with  peaifes  and  thanki^vings;  how  low,  how  poor,  how 
fdUftedibever  for  the  prefent  they  are.  O  kt.not  fucfa  thmgs 
as  grumbling,  repining,  fretting  at  providence  be  found,  .uir 
edce  iiamed  among  the  expeftants  of  this  inheritance !  Sop - 
]iofey(Hthad  taken  a' beggar  from  your  door»  and  adopted  him 
to  be  your  f<m,  and  made  bim  heir  of  a  large  inheritanoe,  and 
^  after  i&m  he  Ihould  conteft  and  quarrel  with  y^Em  for  a  trifte  \ 
Mold  you  bear  it  I  How  to  work  the  fpirit  of  a  faint  into  coiii> 
talent  with  a  low  condition  bere,  1  hare  laid  down  feterai 
mles  in  smother  di&our£b  f»  to  whidi»  fpi;'the  preieni  1  refer  th« 
Ksader. 

.  Jt^sratce  a.  With  what  weaned  affe8ims  fiouM  tie  p^tf 
qfdo4  niioJlk  ^p  «pi  ^vmthis  werUp  contmstu  Hv^^  and  mih 
Ung  to,  die^FQ€  thin^  preient  aic  tlueiva  tf  they  live,  aaf 

*  A$aint  indeed.     » ^     ,  ,        ,  i 
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thmgs  t9  cxMBe  «re  theirs  if  they  die.  Pari  d^firafl^  lAnfitf 
in  a  frame  of  holy  iadiffereocy,  fikiK  L  2}.  '*  Which^tcrchaiftl  - 
^.«  leiid#  Dot/^  Many  of  them  that  are  oov  la  fruitioir  of  tkeir 
ffiheriraace  above,  had  vitammpatmOia,  nmHemmd^klt$i0^ 
c<  Ltfe  itt  patksBce,  and  death  io  defipc,"  vdiile  ifaey  taberaiselEtf 
mdi  oa.  *'  O  (<iied  doe)  wiot  i*olild  i  give  id  have  arted 
^^  nade  to  liiy  wearied  ibiil  in  Chrtft's  bofeoi  ^---i^i  caoiiol  mH 
**  you'wlna:  ftreet  paiifand  defight6d  tormeats  are  iahirloi^e^ 
**-  I  oix&k  ehaMenge  time  for  holdiag  us  afbodbc;  I  prefefii  m 
^^  yon,  I  have  aajeft  till  I  beover  bead  aad  ears  iolovt's  oceao^ 
*^  if  Chrift'sioMre  (that  foantaiQ  of  delights)  were  la^^peo  to 
f<  ne  as  I  woold  wilkr  O  bow  overoeoiewoald  this  lay  fool  bet 
^  I  bitf  call  his  ahfeoce  CI asi ;  and  the  mafic  and  stall  on  hi^faoe 
**  a  o^uel  cohering,  that  hideth  fvch  a  fair,  fair  hct  from  a  idt 
<<  fiwl.  I  dare  not  ciiallefige  hhaiblf,  bat  his  abTence  is  ar  wbxk» 
^  tain* of  iron  afMXi  my  heavy  hearts  O  wfa^a  fliati  we  meite( 
^'  Howlo^tsdiedamu&gof  themarriage«dayT  OfweeiLonl 
**  Jdbs^  taioe  wide  fteps  i  O  afty  Lord,  ^otiie  over  amiatiiiirt 
''  at  cne  ftrade !  O  my  beloved^  fleo  like  a  roe,  or  ymmg  bttt 
**  upOD  the  mo^taias  of  feparatioit  i  O  if  he  wodd  fold  tht 
^  heavcos  together  like  an  old  doak,  and  ibovel  time  aod  dayl 
^*  oatbf  the  way,  and  aakeready  in  bafte  the  Lamb'a  wife  for 
<*  her  koftaad  I  Smoe  he  looked  iqxtei  me,  my  heart  is  not 
♦*  mkeown/' 

Who  can  be  bbmned  kx  defirit^  toftetbatfajr  iohei^aiie^ 
4ri>idi  ispmrchaled  for  him  1  Bur,  tmly,.  lhoiildOodhold«i^ 
the  foal  by  the  power  of  faith,  from  day  to  day,  to  hidi  fi|ii«| 
tm  theih  ^bo  would  be  eooteot  to  Hve  a  d^  more  on  earth  1 
How  ftooid  We  be  ready  to  poll  dowo  the  prifoa  walls^  and  VM 
hmt  pasicoce  to  wait  ^  God  opeo  dta  door  f  As?  Ak  Heatliea 
fittd, 

ViRm^^  M  akfU,  stf  vivir0  durani. 

,1  And  tndf  t'he.wifdom of Godis bthis fpedally nemorleabfe^t 
kt  gti^g.the  new  creature  fadi  an  a^mivafble  cfafisv  aHM  ^^^eiif 
fttiipelr^iis  diat  fertptunc,  1  Thaff.  wL  $.Ofpre]Se^,  '"^TheLi^ 
^  d^rv^*  yoor  hearts  into  thf  loveof  God  and  poi^ent  waUiog  M 
V  Cbi^/*  Love  ioflamis  with  defire,  paffieQ^e  a4!aytf  thatfefw 
vor.  So  that  fervent  defires  (as one tetppOy  exprefl^ it)  af^eai-^ 
lifed  with  meSeteibbmlflioii^  s  ni%hif  love  ^tli  ftrong  ja^iiente. 
Attd  kadnot  GimI twifted  together  ih^ tw6firi&€ij^U%  in  thd 
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Ciiriftho'iooAAsmi^te,  he  had  fiiamedt  erettnelote  a  torxneat 
to  kfeif,  to  Ihre  upon  a  v«ry  rack. 

fku  know  tmi  Ckmft^  n«r  have  mttrtfi  in  hk  ibod..  Melther 
HeadK:iit»  nor  moKijr  nonioal  Ghril&^s,;  can  iaherit  her^sa.  I 
know  ibme  are  very  imhrigent  tcr  the  Heatfttso^  and  many  fai» 
ittd  CbrifiiaiiS'  are  but  loo  moch  fo  to  themfelvei. :  bat  uakMt  by 
^ib.vith  Jeiks.  Chiift»  is  the  only  way  revealed  la  Saiffmsi  fa^ 
triuch  we  hope  id  come  to  tfaie  heavenly  ioheritamcse.  .iiciioyi^ 
itAems  hard,,  that  fnch  brave  men,,  as  fi^me  of  the  Heathen* 
VKfe^^Kmtd^bedaattied:  but  the  ftnptuce  knows  no  other  way 
tQ.:glory,  bntGhrift  puton/ aad^qf»plied  by  fiiith;  ,^dU  H 
dNe'cbiiiimm  foffrage of  mcderft  fbotd  dmoes^  tbaCaomat,*by 
tber  tok  oondnA  of  nature,  wichoiit  the  koosiriedge  6f  ChralH 
caO'beftved;  There  istbut  one wayto  gbry  for  aS  the.world]; 
Jolm  xiVk  6.  "No  man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  Iqr  me/* 
(3aL iU.  14.  ^' The Ueffing.ofiAbrabam cones npontfaeGjentilet 
V  dinrag^faMi.''  Scripture  aflerts  the  iitpoffibUity  of faeitt|[oi^ 
d9itg»  any'  tluog.  that  is  truly:  ein^eitcally  good,  00 1  ofr  Chrift; 
John  acv;  5.  <^  Widiont  me  ye  can  do  notfaif^*^  :  Aud  Hebrxi; 
^  M  WltlioDt^faibth  it  isiaipoffihleto<p)eafe  God." 
:  ScripJtinre  every  whei^e  cbnnefis  and  chaint  falvatwHi  with  foca-^ 
tiQn,FRcim»  Viii.  }o.;aad  ii«»catida  with  the  gofpdv  Roin.  x..t  4; 
To  thofe  that  plead  for  the  falvation  of  Heathens,  and  pro&ne 
Ghiiffiails,  wd  tnaf  apply  ttmttak^tTebiikfe  ofBtrnatrd^  that  while 
iornb  labour  td  make  Plato  a  ^GhriAiaHy  he  feared  they  tbereb  did 
pmve  themftives  tobk  Heathens. 

[Jb^^lrmce  4.  Hmmgrtatfy  ure  vteaU  nmemei  to  ckar  uf^ 
•KT  tUk  t9  ike  hmvtni^  mhaitanft t  It  is  horrible  toicie  hovii 
illdtiftridu&:oiaBy '  are  for  an;  infaerifiaoice  >on  earthy!  mi,  hm^ 
carclefs  for  heaven.  By  which  we  may  plainly  fee  how  viki|t 
t^e  noble  foul  is  deprefied  by  fin,  and  funk  down  into  fleih» 
minding  only-^lb^  «one»nflKQts  of.  the  ^efh.  aBs^r  me,  yo 
that  labour  for  the  world,  as  if  heaven  were  m  it ;  \^hat  will 
jedowhen  at  death  yontihaH'  iodk  badt  ower  youtr  iWulder^^ 
4Dd  fee  "what  yon  have  %tot  your  ttfne  and  ftrei^h  for,  Ihrink^ 
ittg  and  ii;ani(btt|g  away  from  yba  ?  When  you  fhaH  4ook  fbfvf 
urard,  and  fee  vd)A  iBternity  opening  its  mouthi  to  fwdlow  yon 
upi  lOthen  what  wCMild  you  give  for  ^  weU-groQiided  affinanoo' 
of  ai|  eternal  inheritance  I  ♦  ^ 

O,  therefore^  jf  you.  bavee  My  concernment  fer  yonr  p%9wi 
foul%J  If  ii^)^iy)|tiiKti^ent^to:youLwh^:  hcodnw  o£:*he»r 
whether  they  be  faved,  or  whether  they  be  damned,  *'  give  all 
2?  (PgcMc  to  ttiik*  yoorcaU^Mdd^^UcA im^'*  z  ?^t*  u  lo^ 


^*  Wiirk  out  frnxriymi  falntiuHi  wuh  fwr  todireabSag;  for  it 
^'  is  God  that  work(Hh  ia.  yon  both  tOfMNiU  and^odo  of  his  ownk 
^*'  good  ptenAsre/*  PbM»  it.  i%.  KtmcmiKrii  is  Jkhmim  y^i 
.lRrorkforyaiadthat*siiatRflc«  R£meo^ritis^^t0icr«!ira,^BbalM; 
^lidooc  aootheffs.  It  is  for  tby.owQ  poor'foui  that  thoo  art 
^riving ;  :aod  ivhaf  haft  libboiDOK^^ 

V  R€mcQiber,r  bow.  God  offers  you^ bis  helpi«g  hand  ^  now  dia 
Spirit  watts^  «poii  yoo  ia  tba  means,  ^  but  of  the  ooocimiaiioe 
thereof,  yoa  have  no  aiSuance';  for  it  is  of  ks  owtt^cod. pk»* 
fmi^  aod  not  at  yo«irs.  To  you?  workt  ^oals,  to  ycMr  work.: 
y^ht^firife  aff  fiom  thai  know  .^hat  an  ioh^itaDOfria  heamarts 
worth.  '-■■',  "  : 
^r  AiKii  ia$  for  y^«tbat-faa«e^fi>Ud,  evidence  that  it 'is  yours; 
P»  tbsK  .!6Ki^,h$nds^a9d  eyes .  Ufted,  up  lo  heaven;  you  wonM 
udore  4dv^  fjm.  grace,  that  hathr  ,«ii4tkd  a  child  o£  wmtk  to  a 
hcarenlyiiihevitaace  ^  Walk  as  bccpoics  heirs  of  God,  and  j<MOi>« 
lieiES  with.Qbriii.'  >  Re^oftefi  lool^ing  beaven^ward.when  waota 
]Hnch  fliere.  O  look  to  t%ftt  Mr  ellateyou  have  refinrved  in  iiea<! 
venfcff  yoQ»  and  iay,  1  amhafteoing  home ;  aad  when  I  coine 
thither»  ail  joiy. wants  (hail  be  jfuppli^.  -  Gonfidier  what  k  coft 
Chririra  purcbi^  it  for  thee  vii^  wUh  a  deef^feaft  ^  what  ha 
natiilaid  out  for  thee,  let  thy  fou^  iay,            .  /l  i 

•   "  •   .    .-•«•--•     •   ,  -<•         - .      ;    -.'? 

^;. ..     ..s  ZrR.j^.Q:U.:^L        :' 

Ppieiis  the  Kiogly  Office  of  CWiH,  as  exow^d  ipirioiT 
aily.UjpoQ^jibe  Soalsc  of  the  RedeciB^ 

thut  exikHeti  itfrlf  agaifift  the  kncii^^^  tfGod^  and  bringing 

V  intt^taptiviiyevtry  thought  ts  the  chedUnvi  <^  Chrifi,  . 

\T7E  now  come  to  the  Regal  ejfiei,  by  Wliteh  duf  gl6rt0us 
1'''^  '  MMiatdr  executes  and  dif^srg^h  the  md^rtaken  ^e- 
fign  of  otir  redemptl«)(h  Mai  he  nor,  ds  oar  (yrophet,  bpet^ 
tiie  way  oflife  attd  faWatkmto  the  children  of  mttkf  they  conlii 
never  have  known  it ;  and  if  they  had  clearly  known  it,  except, 
^  their  Prieft;,  bc'had biJ^rdd- dp  hidifelf,  ito  rmpetrateasdobt^io 
redemption  for  th^;  they  could  nothave  been  redeemed  i^tnally^ 
by  his  blood;  And.if'Aey  had:  been  fo  redeemrf,  yet  had  fee  nd^ 
Uved  ia  tbe  O^aciif  <9f  a  l^l>|S  «^piy  tliir  jpurch^  of  hlf 


blood  t^  Aetn,  tfi^co«id  bate  had  oo  ^et%%\  peribAaJ  bcndk  b^ 
Imdeatb:  for  what  he  revealed  as  a  Prophet,  ht  purchafed  as  a 
pFieft ;  aad  what  he  fe  revealed  «id  purchafed  as  Prophet  and 
Prieft,  he  applieaas  a  Kmg :  firft  fvbdiiiDg  the  fei^U  of  his  eleft 
to  hi»  fpiricital  gOfwrniiicitt ;  theft  rotiog  them  as  bkib^e6l#, 
and  orderiog  all  thiols  in  fhe  kmgdom  of  Prdvideiice  for  t^eir 
gdod^  So  that  Cbrm  hath  a  twofold  kingdom,  die  owfpirHuat 
and  ini€nud,  by  which  be  fobdmrs  aad  roks  the  hearts  of  hik 
people;  Aeoiber^rovynilM/ and /^i^rrrtf/,  whereby  he  goideal^^ 
calety  aad  orders  all  things  in  the  world,  ia  abteflSrd  ftibordlna^ 
doA  to  riietr  csteraai  &lvadoo.  I  am  ta  (peak  fronir  this  text  of 
his  fpiritual  and  internal  ktngdooi. 

The(ew6rds  are  coniidcred  twi©  ways,  dd«r  ftkniiufy  or 
ittf^tdefy.  Goafidered  relatively,  they  ai^e  a  vindication  of  the 
spDfti6.froni  the  tiojuft  cenfures  of  the  CoriatbtMiS)  who,  ^erf 
vti worthily,  interpreted  his  gentUnets,  eondefeenfion,  ai^d  WfQ« 
aing  afiaMlity,  to  be  no  better  ^aa  a  fawning  upon  them  ^ 
felf-endr;  and  the  antiiofiry  he  exercifed,  no  better  than  pridt 
and  imperioninefs*  £ik  hereby  he  lets  them  know,  that  aa 
Chrift  needs  4x>t,  lb  he  never  nfed  fnch  carnal  art«6ces  :  Tkig 
i»€^§m  ^  mf  'mmrfan  (iaith  he)  are  not  camali  Ht  mighty^ 
through  God,  &c. 

/  Abioltttely  confidered,  they  hold  forth  the  efficacy  of  the  gof* 
pel,  in  the  plamnels  and  fimplicity  of  it,  for  the  fubduing  of  re- 
trelHoaa  Simert  to  Chri^ :  and  in  them:  we  have  tiiefis  three  Mugk 
to  confider. 

I.  The  oppvjhi^t  made  by  (inners  agaSnft  tb^  aflaults  of  the 
goTpel,  viz.  imaginations,  or  ^reaibniogs,  as  the  word  x^^tctui, 
may  be  fitly  rendered.  He  means  the  ftbtilitics,  flights,  cxco»- 
ies,  fabteriugefr  and  argnlngsof  fleihly^miaded  men  }  in  which 
they  fortify  and  entrench  themfeives  ^ainft  the  convictions  of 
the  word  *  ^  y^,  and  there  are  not  only  fuch  c^nal  reafoekSgs^ 
but  many  pf;ond,  Hgh  conceit  with  which  poor  creatores^  fwell» 
and'fcorn  to  fubmit  totheabaGng,  humble,  (elf- deny mg  way 
of  the  gofpeL  Thefe  are  the  fortifications  erected  againft 
Chrift  byiheolnial&liod*  -     ,      .  ■      ^ 

Z.  We  have  here  tkeconfttefi  which  the  gofpel  obtains  over 
^cmerSk  thus  fortifi^  i^ainA  U  at  oafts  down  and  overthrows^ 
and  takes  ii^  tbefefbeng  holds.    Thus  Chrift  fpoils  Satan  of  bia 

*  He  malMtttie  of:  the  ^0Tdflr$ng  M/»  by  an  elegant  metaphor^ 
.  til  expre&  every  xHng  ie  which  the  enemies  of  the  gofpel  truit,  for^ 
tify  and  exalt  the^i&lves  ag^nft  the  truth  of  the  ieaVenly  word  ^ 
tadi  as  caraal  wifdom,  learaiog,  and  eloq^'^^*    ^f^J* 


armour  in  whkh.  he  trnfted,  by  fheu4ag  the  ikmtr  dwr  tH  diis 
caa  be  no  defence  to  his  foul  againft  ti^  wreili  of  Ged.  Baft 
ihftt's  09la)i :  in  the  next  place, 

3.  You  have  here  the  mprwumetit  wf  the  viShry.^  QaSH 
doth  not  only  leiKl  away  tfaeie  caemiesfpoiled^  bm  brings  them 
into  obedience  to  himielfy  t «  #.  makes  them,  after  cooTeriiony 
fttbjefis  of  hisowa  kingdom,  obedient,  ufefol,  and  ferviceable 
tohimfi:lf;  andfoismorechanaoonqaerdr.  They  (io  not  only 
kydo«^  their  arms,  and  fight  no  more  againft  Chrift  with  them ; 
butrepair  to  his  camp,  and  fight  for  Chrift,  with  thofereafons^ 
of  theirs  that  were  before  employed  againfl  him :  asitis  £dd  of 
Jerom,  Origen,  aod  TertoUian,  that  they  came  into  Canaan/ 
kden  with  Egyptian  gold;  that  is,  they  came  into  tbe  diorch 
fall  ofexoelknt  learning  and  abilities,  with  which  they  eminently 
&r«ed  Jefus  ChrifV.  *^  f  O  blefled  Tiftory,  where  the  cooqoer- 
''or,  ftnd  conquered,  both  triumph  together  I**  And  thus  ene*- 
mies  and  rebels  are  fuA>dued,  and  made  fubjeAs  of  the  fpirituat 
kingdom  of  Chrifl.    Hence  the  doftrinal  note  is, 

D0&.  Tfjat  Jefia  Chrifi  exercifes  a  Kingly  power  vuer  the  finds 
of  nil  wkom  the  gofpei  fi^Aus  $9  bis  cie^efice. 

No  ^ner  were  the  CobfCams  delivered  out  of  the  power  of 
darkn^fs,  but  they  were  immediately  tranOaiedintothekingdom 
•f  Cbrift,  the  dear  Son,  Col.  i.  13. 

This  Idugdom  of  Chrift,  which  is  our  prefent  fubjeft,  is  the 
internal  fpiritusd  kingdom,  ^ich  is  faid  to  be  vritbin  the  faints, 
Luke  xvii.  20,  21.  "  The  kingdom  of  God  iswitUn  yoo/* 
Chrift  fits  as  an  enthroned  king  in  the  hearts,  confctences,  and 
afFedions  of  his  willing  people,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  And  his  kingdom 
xonfjfts  in  '*  ri^teoufnels,  peace*  and  joy  in  the  HolfGhoft,** 
Rom.  xiv.  17.  and  it  is  properly  monarchical,  as  appears  in  the 
margiut. 

In  the  proiecution  of  this  pdnt,  I.  wiltipeak  doftrinatly  to 
tbefe  three  heads. 

Firfly  How  Chrift  obtains  the  thrpne  in  die  hearts  of  men. 

f  0  beafa  xiifforiap  uhivi^i  cum  vi^orihus  ^mul  Mumphant ! 
Meyer  in  loc. 

%  This  ifitornal  government  is  monarchical,  and  it  muft  be  fo  ; 
for  th^  hghjt  of  governing  mens  confciences  belongs  to  none  but  faiiaa/ 
who  is  both  wife  and  moit  powerful ;  neither  hath  Chrift  in  this  go* 
vernmeat  any  rice  gerem,  to  whom  his  power  and  authority  is  com* 
mittfd* 


1 16  The  nun  fain  ff  L^e.  Serm  .  TVl; 

Secondly f  How  h£  rules  ia  it,  and  by  what  aAs  he;  exerd&tf- 
V  bis  kingly  authority, .  . 

Thirdly,  What  are  the  privileges'  of  thole  fouls  over  whooi' 
Gbrift  reigns.    And  then,  apply  it. 

..  Ftrjl^.  We  will  open  the  way  and  manner  in  which  Chrift  ob*^ 
tains  ^  throne  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  that  is  by  cmqueftl^  :. 
£or  tho*  the  fouls  of  the  eleA  are  his  by  donation,  and  right  of. 
redemption;  the  Father  gave  them  to  him,  and  he  died  ifior 
them;  yet  Satan  hath  the  firft  pofleffion:  and -lb  it  fares  witb 
ChriA,  as  it  did  with  Abraham, .  to  whom  God  gave  the  landi 
of,  Canaan  by  promife  and  covenant ;  but  the  Canaanitcs  Peri<* 
ziies,  and  foas  of  Anak,  had  the  a<ftual  pofleiBon  of  it,  and  A« 
br^ham's  pofterity  inuft  fight  for  it,  and  win  it  by  indaes,  be- 
fore they  enjoy  it.  The  houfe  is  conveyed  to  Chrift  by  him: 
that  built  it,  but  the  (Irong  man  armed  keeps  jtbe  poiTeffioff  of: 
it,-  till  a  ilronger  than  he  come^  and  ejefts  him»  Luke  Jtii  ao,' 
2  J,  22.  Chrift  muft  fight  his  way  into  the  foul,  though  he 
have  a  right  to  enter,  as  into  his.  dearly  .purchafed  pofleSSon.t 
And  fo  he  doth  ;  for  when  the  time  of  recovering  chem  is  come, 
be  iends  forth  his  armies  to  fubdue  them ;  as  if.isPfal.  ex*  .^3. 
**  Thy  people,  (hall  be  willing  ia  the  day  of  thy  power,**.  The 
+  Hebrew  may  as  fitly  be  rendered,  and  fo  is  by  fome,  *•  in  the 
^^  day  of  thine  armies  ;*'  when  the  Lord  Jefus  fcnt  forth  his  ar- 
mies of  prophets,  apofiles^  evangelifis,  paftors^-teachers,  under 
the  conduAof  his  Spirit,  armed  withjhat  two-edged  fword,  the 
word  of  God,'  which  is  (harp  and  powerful,  Hcb.  iv.  12.^  But 
that's  not  all :  he  caufes  armies  of  conviAions,  and  {piritual: 
troubles,  to  begirt  and  ftraiten  them  on  every  fide,  fo  that  theyi 
know  not  what  to  do.  Thefe  conviftidns,  like  a  fhowcr  of 
arrows,  Urike,  point-blank,  into  their  confciencesj  h(k%  it.  37; 
"  Whet!  they  heard  tliis,  they  were  pricked  to  the  heart,  and 
'«  J&id,  Men  and.breihren,  what  (hall  we  do  J'*.  Chrift's  arrows 
are  (harp  in  the  hearts  of  his  enemies,  whereby  the  people  fall 
under,  him,  PfaL  xlv.  5,  6^  By  thefe  xronviftions  he  trailers 
down  all  their  l(X)fe  vain  hopes,  and  levels  them  with  the  earth* 

§  ior  unlimited  power,  even  in  the  way  of  vicegerency,  can  be 
eompetent  to  no  m^n  :  there  is .,  alfo  a  certain  kind  of  ^union  wluch 
excludes  all  vicegerency ;  fuch  as  that  of  Father  arid  Son,  hufband^ 
and  wife  :  far  certainly  here /ubftitutipn  cannot  take  place.  Mac^ 
cov^  loct  Com.p*  64I4   ...  .-         .       ^ 

t  DTD  1/^n,  Jn  die  exercitus  tut.  To  wtt.  When  having! 
fent  forth  thy  apoftles  ^nd  other  teachers' of  the  churchy  thou  wilt,^ 
by  the  found  of  thy  gorpel,  gather  together  and  couftittfte  to  thy^U^ 
a  kingdom.    Mollier  on  this  phce*  v 


SbIimI  XVI.  The  Fountain  of  Life.  '      iij 

Now  all  their  weak  pleas  and  defences, '  from  the  general 
roercy  of  God,  the  example  of  others,  eJrc,  prove  but  as  paper- 
walls  to  them.  Thefe  (hake  their  hearts,  even  to  the  very  foun- 
dation, and  overturn  every  high  thought  there,  that  exalts  itfelf 
againft  the  Lord.  This  day,  in  which  Chrift  fits  down  before  f 
the  foul,  and  fumrnons  it  by  fuch  meflehgers  as  thefe,  is  a  d&y 
oPdiltrefs  within;  yea,  fuch  a  day  of  trouble,  that  none  is  like 
it.  But  though  it  be  (b,  yet  Satan  hath  fo  deeply  entrenched 
himfelf  in  the  mind  and  will,  that  the  foul  yields  hot  at  the  fir  ft 
fumrnons,  till  its  provifions  within  are  fpent,  and  all  its  towers 
of  pride,  and  walls  of  vain  confidence,  be  undermined  by  the 
gofpel,  and  fliaken  down  about  its  ears :  and  then  the  foul  de- 
fires  a  parley  with  Chriil.  O,  now  it  would  be  glad  of  terms, ' 
any  terms,  if  it  may  but  fave  its  life :  let  all  go  as  a  prey  to  the 
conqueror.  Now  it  fends  many  fuch  meffengers  as  thefe  to 
Chrift,  who  is  come  now  to  the  very  gates  of  the  foul ;  mercy. 
Lord,  mercy  ;  O  wcrq  1  but  afifurcd  thou  wouldeft  receive,  fpare, 
and  pardon  me,  I  would  open  to  thee  the  next  moment !  Thns 
'  the  ioul  18  "  ftiut  up  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,"  as  it  is.  Gal.  iii. 
23.,  and  reduced  now  to  thegreateft  ftrait  and  lofs  imaginable ; 
and  now  the  merciful  King,  whofe  only  defign  is  to  conquer 
the  hearts,  hangs  forth  the  white  flag  of  mercy  before  the  fouJ, 
giving  it  hopes  it  (hall  be  fpared,,  pitied,  and  pardoned,  though 
fo  long  in  rebellion  againfl  him,  if  yet  it  will  yield  itfelf  to 
Chrift.  'Many  ftaggerings,  hefitations,  irrefolutions,  doubts, 
fears,  fcruples,  half-refolvcs,  reafonings  for  and  againft,  there 
are  at  the  counfel-table  of  man's  own  heart,  at  this  time.  -Some- 
times there  is  no  hope ;  Chrift  will  flay  me,  if  I  go  forth  to 
him,  and  then  it  trembles.  But  then,  who  ever  found  him  fo 
that  tried  him  ?  Other  fouls  have  yielded,  and  found  mercy  be- 
yond all  their  expeftatrons.  O,  but  I  have  been  a  defperate 
enemy  againft  him.  Admit  it,  yet  thou  haft  the  word  of  a  King 
for  it ;  "  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
*•  man  his  thoughts;  and  let  him  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  he 
"  will  have  mert:y  on  him ;  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abun- 
f*  dantly  pardon  him,"  Ifa.  Iv.  7. 

But  the  time  of  mercy,  is  part,  I  have  flood  out  too  long: 
yet,  if  it  were  fo,  how  is  it  that  Chrift  had  not  made  fhort  work, 
and  cut  me  off?  sfet  fire,  hell  fire  to  my  foul,  and  withdrawh 
-the  fiege?  Still  he- waitcth  that  he  may  be  gracious,  and  is 
exalted  that  he  may  have  compaffion.  A  thoufand  fuch  debates 
there  are,^ill,  at  laft,  thefouiconfideriog,  if  it  abide  in  rebellion, 
it  mtift  seeds  perifli ;  if  it  go  fori h  to  Chrift,  itcan  butpciifh; 
VOL*  I.  E  c 


iod  bdog'fcttaf^at  cncotiraged  by  the  mdftges  of  grace  fent 
toto  the  foul,  at  this  time,  iuch  as io  Hcb.  vii.  2  5.  *'  Wherefore 
«*  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  utmoft,  ail  that  come  unto  God  by 
•^  him;*  and,  John  vi.  37!,  "  He  th*t  cometh  to  me,  I  wiUia 
*•<  nowife  caft  out:*'  and  in  Mattb.  xi.  28.,  *'  Come  unto  me 
M'yc  that  arc  weary,  9od  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.*' 
it  is;  at  laft,  refolved  to  open  to  Oirift ;  and  faith,.  **  Stand 
J*  open  ye  everlafting  gates,  and  be  ye  opened  ye  eTerlafting 
^*  doors,  and  the  King  of  glory  (hail  come  in."  Now,  the  wiA 
^ntaneonfly  opens  to  Chrift;  that  royal  fort  fubmits  and 
yields ;  all  the  afPeftions  open  to  htm  :  The  will  brings  CfariA 
the  keys  of  all  the  rooms  in  the  ibul.  Concerning  the  triumph* 
'  tut  entrance  of  Chrift  into  the  foul,  we  may  fay,  as  the  Pfalmiil 
rhetorically  fpeaks  concerning  the  triumphant  entrance  of  Ifra- 
tl  into  Canaan,  Pfal.  cxiv.  5,  6.  "  The  mountains  (kipped  iikt 
f*  rams,  and  the  little  hiilsiike  lambs  ;  what  ailed  thee,  O  thou 
'*  fea,  that  thou  fleddeft  ?  thou  Jordan,  that  thou  waft  driven 
•*  back  V*  So  here,  in  a  like  rhetorical  triumph,  wc  may  fay,  the 
mountains  and  hilk/fkipped  like  rams,  and  the  fixed  and  obfti- 
fiate  will  ftarts  from  its  own  bafis  and  centre :  the  rocky  he-art 
)rends  in  twain.  A  poor  foul  comes  to'  the  word,  full  of  igno- 
rancci  pride,  (elf-love,  defperate  hardoefs,  and  jfixed  refointiont 
Io  go  on  in  its  way  :  and,  by  an  hour^s  di(courfe,  the  tide  turns, 
Jordan  is  driven  back  :  What  aileth  thee,  thou  ftout  will,  that 
thou  furrendereft  to  Chrift  !  thou  hard  heart,  that  thou  relenteft^ 
Und  the  waters  gufh  out  ?  And  thus  the  (bul  is  won  to  Chrift  j 
he  writes  down  his  terms,  and  the  foul  willingly  iubfcribes  them. 
Thus  it  comes  in  to  Chrift  by  free  and  hearty  fubmilBon,  de. 
£ring  nothing  more  than  to  come  under  the  government  of  Chrift, 
for  the  time  to  come. 

Secondly,  Let  us  fee  how  Ghrift  rules  in  the  (buls  of  fuch  a« 
Ibbmit  to  him.  And  there  are  fix  things  in  which  he  elcertshis 
kingly  authority  over  them. 

I.  He  imfofes  a  ntvj  law  upon  them,  and  enjoins  them  to  he  fe* 
"vere  andpun&al  in  their  obedience  to  it  %,  The  (oul  was  a  Bell- 
alite  before,  and  could  endure  no  iteftraint;  its  lufts  gave  it  law  \ 
•*  We  ourfelves  Were  fometimcs  foolilh,'  difobcdlent,  (erviog 
^'  divers  lufts  and  pleafures,"  Tit.  ili.  3.    Whatever  the  fle(i 

%  It  is  proper  to  Chrift,  V^fao  rules  abfolat^ly  and  monarckically 
l>ver  the  fouls  and  confcteDces  of  men,  to  bind  them  by  his  own  au« 
thority.  None  but  Chrift  can' do  it,  i.  Becau&  this  authority  of 
<Ihrift  is  ia£mte.  a.  Beeaofe  it  is  the  authority  of  a  huibaad  nvhicfc 
cannot  be  commonicated  to  any  i)tlier»  i  Cor.  is.  2i»  sz. 


erared,  and  the  ftft&al  ap]>eiite  whined  afrei-^  it  nnft  have,  coft 

Ifhat  it  \trottid :  if  damQatioii  were  the  price  of  it»  it  would  batt 

it;  provided  tt  (hoold  not  be  prefeat  pay.    Now,  it  maft  ocft 

be  any  longer  i»y«^«  e«v»  itA>  lify^Mf  r*  ir^iT^  withont  law  to  Ood  I 

but  under  law  to  Ckrift.    Thofe  ar^  the  articles  of  peace  whkh 

tht  ibul  wiUibgly  fubftribei  in  the  day  of  its  admiffieQ  to  aKrcyv 

[  Mat.  ti.  29.  **  Tak6  my  yoke  upon  yon,  dnd  learn  of  me,"    T\xk 

'^  hw  of  the  fpirit  of  Hfe  whldi  is  in  Chrifl  jefvi  makes  them 

♦*  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death,"  Rom.  viii.  a.    Heie  I9 

much  ftrifVneft,  but  no  bondage  \  for  the  law  is  not  only  writi- 

i  iea  in  ChriA's  ftatute^book,  the  bible,  but  copied  out  by  his  fpiric 

i'  cpoQ  the  hearts  of  his  fbbjeAs,  in  corre(J3dndent  principlei: 

-Which  makes  obediaice  a  pleafure,  and  felftdeoial  eafy.    Ghrift^ 

]foke  is  lladd  with  ]o^e»  fk  that  it  never  gills  the  necks  of  hil 

^  people:  t  John  t.  3.  *<  His  commandments  are  not  grievous.^ 

The  idul  that  comes  utfder  CbriA^t  government,,  muft  receive 

law  from  Chrift ;  and  under  law  every  thought  of  the  heart  maaft 

^tome. 

k  2.  He  rebukes  and  hhafiifes puis  fir  the  vhbthns  and trOs^ 

I  grejjl(ms  6/ his  law.    That  is  another  aft  ef  Chrift's  regal  al^• 

thority  i  ^'  whom  he  loves  he  rebukes  and  cbaAens/'  Heb.  sub 

iS,  7.  Theft  chaftifements  of  Chrift  are  either  by  the  rod  ofprd^ 

vidence  upon  their  Aodlr^^,  and  outward  comforts,  or  upoil  their 

fpirits  and  inward  comfohs,    Sonietlm^s  his  rebuked  are  fmaft 

iirpdn  the  outward  man,  1  Cor.  xi.  30.  **  For  this  canfe,  m^ 

''  ny  among  you  are  weakly  aftd  lick,  and  many  Aeep."    Thdy 

had  not  that  due  regard  to  his  body  that  became  them,  and  1^ 

W91  make  then-  bodies  to  fcttart  for  it.     And  iie  had  rariier  their 

flefli  ftiouk}  fmart^  thaA  their  firuls  fliould  ^rifli.     Som^timea 

be  fpares  their  outward,  a'nd^afflifts  their  inner  man,  which  ift 

a  much  fmarteV  rod.    He  Withdraws  peace,  and  takes  away  jof 

frooy  the  iptrits  of  his  people.    The  hidiagff  of  his  face  are  lore 

rebukes.    Hbwever,  all  is  for  emendation,  not  fdV  defiruAiotr* 

And  it  ik  not  the  leaft  privilege  of  Chrift's  fufejcfts  to  have  a  fa<- 

iboabie  and  fanftifud^^  tortdu^e  them  from  the  ways  oTfrn  x 

Pfal.  xxiii.  3.  «•  T^  rod  and  thy  ftafF,  they  comfort  me."    Oj« 

thetfe  are  ftrffered  tor  go  on  ftubhorrfy  in  the  way  of  rKtir  own 

beatf ts  ;  Chrifl  wiU  not  fpend  a  rod  u^on  tliem  for  l^eir  goodj^ 

will  not  call  them  to  account  for  any  of  their  tranfgreffions,  but 

will  reckon  wit!h  them  for  all  together  in  hell.' 

3.  Another  regal  aSt  of  Chrifi^  is  the  reft  raining  ^nd  keeping 
^aek  hif  fefvants  f rem  iniquity,  and  wthh^Ming  them  frovf^ 
tbofe  courfes  t^biob  thir  9ii>n  hearts  t^iUld  imchne^  aad  kad  ihen^ 
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to  I  for,  eveir  m  them,  there  is  a  ipirit  bent  to  backflidlng, 
but  the  Lord  in  tenderneis  over  them,  keeps  back  their  fouls 
from  iDiquity,  and  that  when  they  are  upon  the  very  brink  of  j 

iin  :  *'  My  feet  were  ahnoA  gone,  my  fteps  wcre^wcU  nigh  flipt,"  \ 

Pfal.  Ixxiii.  2,  Then  doth  the  Lord  prevent  fin,  by  removing 
theoccafion  providentially,  or  by  helping  them  to  refift  the  temp* 
tation,  gracioufly  affifting  their  fpirits  in  the  trial,  lb  that  no 

-  temptation  ihall  befal  fhem,  but  a  way  of  efcape  (hall  be  o 
pened,  thaf  rhey  may  be  able  to  bear  it,  i  Cor.  x.  13.  And  thus 

,  his  j}cople  have  frequent  occafions  to  biefs  his  name  for  his  pre- 
venting goodnefs,  when  they  are  almoft  in  the  midft  of  all  evil. 
And  this  I  take  to  be  the  meaning  of  Gal.  v.  16.  ••  This,  I  6y 

-  **  then,  walk  id  the  Spirit,  and  ye  ihall  not  fulfil  the  lufts  of  the 
**  flefli  ;•'  tempted  by  them,  you  may  be,  but  fulfil  them  ye  fliall 

'^not :  my  ipirit  (hallcaulc  the  temptation  to  die,  and  wither  away 
in  the  womb,  in  the  embrio  of  it,  {o  that  it  iball  not  come  to  a 
full  birth. 

4.  He  proteBs  them  in  his. way 5 '^^  and  fvffers  them  not  ta 
relapfe  frsm  him  into  a  fiate  ef  fin^  arid  bondage  to  Satan  any 
more.  Indeed,  Satan  is  refilefs  in  his  endeavours  to  reduce  theoi 
again  to  his  obedience  ;  he  never  leaves  tempting  and  foliciting 
for  their  return  :  and  where  he  finds  a  falfeprofeflfor  he  prevails  ( 
but  ChrifV  keeps  his,  that  they  depart  not  again.  John  xvii, 
12.  "  All  that  thou  haft  given  me  I  have  kept;  and  none  of 
♦•  them  is  loft,  but  th?  fon  of  perdition."  They  are  "kept 
*'  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  through  faith  to  falvation,** 
I  Pet.  i.  5.  Kept,  as  in  a  garrifon,  according  to  the  importance  ^ 
of  that  word.  None  more  fdicited,  none  more  fafe  th^n  the 
people  of  God.  They  arc  "  preferved  in  Chrift  Jefus,"  Jude  i.  ' 
It  is  not  their  own  grace  that  iecures  them,  but  Chrift's  care,  * 
and  continual  watchfulnefs.  ''  f  Our  own  graces  left  to  them- 
**  felves  would  quickly  prove  but  weights  finking  us  to  our 
^*  own  ruin,"  as  one  fpeaks.  This  is  his  covenant  with  them, 
Jer.  xxxii.  4.  "I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they 
**  ihall  not  depart  from  me."  Thus^  as  a  king  he  preierves 
them. 

5.  Af  a  king  he  rewards  their  obedience,  and  encourages  theif 
fincere  fervice.     Though  all  they  do  for  Chrift  be  duty,  yet  Iiq 

*  Chrift  and  all  his  little  ones,  under  his  two  wings,  and  in  tht 
compafs  or  circle  of  his  arms,  2^^ e  fo  fure,  that  cai^  him  and  then) 
in  the  ground  of  the  fea,  he  (hall  conoe  up  again,  and  not  lofe  one^ 
An  6d<i  one  cannot^  nor  fliall  not  be  luft  in  the  ttljiug. 

f  Perfedionesjibi  relidae^  Junt.  fonder  a  ad  ruinam^    C^rli 
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hath  united  their  comfort  with  their  duty ;  **  this  I  had,  bccaufc 
**  I  kept  thy  precepts,'*  Pfal,  cxix.  56.  They  are  engaged  to 
take  this  encouragement  with  them  to  every  duty,  that  he  whom 
they  feek,  "  is  a  bountiful  rewardcr  of  fuch  as  diligently  feek 
**  him,"  Heb,  xi.  i.  O  what  a  good  mafter  do  the  faints  fcrve ! 
Hear  how  a  king  cxpoftulates  with  his  fubjcfts,  Jer.  ii.  3  c. 
•*.  Have  I  been  a  barren  wildernefs,  or  a  land  of  darknefs  to 
**  you  ?"  J.  d.  Have  I  been  fuch  a  hard  maftcr  to  you  \  have 
you  any  reafon  to  complain  of  my  fcrvice  ?  To  whomfocver  I 
bav^  been  ftr^t-handed,  furely  I  hav^  not  been  fo  to,  you.  You 
have  not  found  the  ways  or  wages  of  fin  like  mine. 

6.  X  He  pacifies  all  inward  troubles  y  and  commands  peace  when' 
their  fpirits  are  tumultuous.  This  "  peace  of  God  rules  in  their 
*'  hearts,"  Col.  iii.  15,  it  doth  ^p«/3«yf/«»  aft  the  part  of  anum- 
plrei  in  appealing  flrife  within.  When  the  tumi^ituous  affec- 
tions are  up,  and  in  a  hurry  ;  whea  anger,  hatred,  and  revenge 
begin  to  r;fe  in  the  foul,  this  hufhes  and  ftills  all.  **!  will 
**  hearken. (faith  the  church)  what  God  the  Lord  v(\\\  fpcak, 
"  for  he  will  Ipeak  peace  to  his  people,  and  to  his  faints," 
pfal.  Jxxv.  8.  He  that  faith  to  the  raging  fca,  be  ftiJl,  and  it 
obeys  him  5  he  can  only  pacify  the  difquieted  fpirit.  They  fay 
of  frogs,  that  if  they  be  croaking  never  fo  much  in  the  night, 
bring  but  a  light  among  them,  and  they  are  all  quiet :  fuch  a 
light  is  the  peace  of  God  among  our  difordercd  afftftlons. 
Thefe  arc  Chrift's  regal  afts.  And  he  f  uts  them  forth  upon  the 
fouls  of  his  people,  powerfully,  fweetly,  fuitably. 

(i.)  Powerfully  :  whether, he  reftrains  from  fin,,  or  impel$  to 
duty,  he  doth  it  with  a foul^determining  efficacy  :  for  "his  king- 
"  domis  pot  in  word,  but  in  power,"  1  Cor.  iv.  20.  And  thofe 
whom  bis  Spirit  leads,  go  bound  in  the  fpirit,  to  the  fulfilling 
and  difcharge  of  their  duties,  Afts  xx.  22.   And  yet, 

(2.)  He  rules  not  by  compulfion,  but  moft fweetly. '  His  law 
is  a  law  of  love;  written-upon  their  hearts.  The  church  is  the 
Lamb's  wife,  Rev.  xix;  7,  **  A^bruifed  reed  he  flaaJl  not  break, 
♦*  and  fmoaking  flax  he  ft>all  not  quench,"  Ife.  xlii.  2,  3.  •'  C 
*^  befecch  you  by  the  meeknefs  and  gcntlenefs  of  Chrifi:,"  faith 
the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  x.  i.  For  he  delighteth  mfree,  not  inform 
fed  obedience.     He  rules  Children,  notjlaves ;  and  (o  his  kingly 

X  It  i^t  the  part  of  an  Urnpire  or  judge  among  the  other  afFe^i- 
ons,  for  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  fipeeiivitay ;  when  therefore, 
thefe  tumultuous  paflions,  anger,  hatred  and  revenge  rife  in  our 
Jiearts,  this  peace  of  God  ought  to  do  its  office,  /.  e.  put  an  end  to 
til^fe.  tumults  like  the  Judge  ia  ancient  games.  ^  Daven,  in  CoL 
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fM»^bilitedl»!th  fatherly  hpe^  His  jokt  U  tk0t  made  ef  U'&ih 
bviig$kl. 

(3)  He  mleft  them  roit^bly  td  their  daturds,  in  a  ititioM 
way  I  Hof.  xi.  4.  **  I  drew  tliem  with  the  cords  of  a  mao,  with 
*•  bittida  rfJove ;"  1.  #1  in  a  way  proper  to  con  viiiec  their  reafod, 
and  work  upon  their  iogenulty.  And  thus  his  internal  kingdoflh 
b  adfittnliWed  by  his  Spirit,  who  is  his  ^r^^ic,  of  vicegerent  in 
mat  hearts. 

Ttk-dfy,  And  laftiy,  we  will  open  the  privileges  per taidnf 
id  all  the  fiibjeAs  of  diis  fpiritu^  kingdom^  And  they  are  fucS 
as  follow. 

I*  7M/e^ts,  et>er  whom  CBriJl  ftignSf  dfe  certainfy  andfuU 
fy  fit  free  from  the  curfi  tf  the  law.  **  If  the  Son  makes  too 
••  free  theft  arc  you  free  indeed,"  John  viii.  36.  I  fay  not,  they 
«rt  free  from  the  law  as  a  rule  of  life ;  fuch  a  freedom  were  b0 
inrivilege  to  them  at  all :  bnt  free  from  the  rigorous  exaftiona^ 
fttkl  terrible  m&ledi^ions  of  it ;  to  hear  our  liberty  proclaimed 
ft&tXk  this  bondage,  is  the  joyful  found  indeed,  the  bkfledeft 
Voice  that  ever  out  cars  heard.  And  this  all  that  arc  in  Chrift 
fiiall  bear;  "  If  we  be  led  by  the  Spirit,  we  are  not  under  tht 
^*  tew,**GaJ.  v.  iS.  *'  Blefled  are  the  people  that  hear  this  joy* 
•*  fttl  found,"  Pfal.  lK«xix.  15. 
'  a.  Another  privilege  of  Chrift's  fubjeAs,  is,  fteeimn  ftm 
Hi  difminion  of  Jin,  Rom.  vi.  14.  **  Sin  (hall  dot  reign  ovdr< 
**  them ;  for  they  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace.** 
One  heaven  canbot  bear  two  fnns ;  nor  ent  foul  t^o  kings :  wbe4 
Chrift  fakes  the  throne,  fin  quits  it.  It  is  true^  the  being  of 
fin  is  there  Aill ;  its  defiling  and  troubling  power  remains  ftill;  , 
Init  its  dominion  is  aboiilhed.  O  joyful  tidings!  O  welcome 
*»yl  ^  j 

3.  Another  privilege  of  Chrlft's  fnbjcfts,'  is,  prmSii&n  in  aU 
ibe  ffoukks  and  dangers  to  which  their  Jbuh  dr  Mies  are  exp^ed. 

*/  This  man  (hall  be  the  peace,  when  the  Aflyrian  (halt  come  I 

*^  into  our  land,  and  when  he  (hall  tread  in  otrr  palaces,"  Mie. 
V.  5,  Kings  owe  proteftion  to  their  fubjefts:  none  foaibk,  lb 
laithful  in  that  work  as  Chrilt ;  all  **  thon  gaveft  me,  I  hav^ 
♦*'  kept,  and  none  is  lofl,"  John  xvii.  12. 

4.  Another  privilege  of  Chrift's  fub}efts,  is,  d  merc^ul  emi 
tender' bearing  <f  their  burdens  and  irjfirmities.  ,They  have' a 
sneek  and  patient  king;  ^*  Tell  the  daughter  of  Sion,  thy  king  | 
"  Cometh  meek  and  lowly  ;**  Mat.  xxi.  5.  Mat.  xi.  2$.  *^  Take  ^ 
f*  my  yoke,  and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly«,^  The 
oseek  Mofes  cduld  not  bear  the  proVodations  of  the  people^ 
NDm5.  xt.  I  a.  but  Chrift  heu$  themi  dii  ''U«  oivies  the 
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M  lambs  io  hU^mit,  and  gs«tly  kads^them  thaibcuiJdiyMag,'* 
2(4.  kUi.  li.  He  Is  one  that  <um  have  eonapaffion  upon  livs  ig« 
§oriQty  90^  them  that  ar$  pot  a£  the  way. 

5.  AgaiQy  Sv^f^ptoff,  ^nd  iranquiHty  o/Jbul^  iitieprivUege 
ff  tffe/ulj^&s  ^  this  hinjgdom  :  for  this  kiogdoin  ^  cooiilieth  la 
**  peace,  and  jo;  in  the  Holy  Ghoft/'  Rom.  !auv.  17.  And  titl 
f>uis  come  under  his  fcepter,  they  (hall  never  fiod  peace :  ^  oome 
^*  unto  nae,  ye  that  are  weary,  I  will  give  you  reft.*'  Yet  do 
pot  n^iOake,  1  fay  not,  they  have  all  aAual  peace,  at  all  ttoMS  t 
«io,  they  often  break  that  peace  by  fin ;  but  they  have  the  rooc 
of  peace,  the  ground-work  and  caiiie  of  peace.  If  they  have 
\m  peace,  yet  they  have  that  which  is  convertible  ioio  pe«ce 
at  any  time.  They  alfe  are  in  a  ftate  of  peace,  Rop.  v.  1 1  • 
*'  Being  juflified  by  fsiith,  we  have  peace  with  God."  Tbis  is 
a  fef^ft  every  day»  a  mercy  which  they  only  can  iluly  value,  that 
are  in  the  depths  of  trouble  for  iin. 

^.  AndhMy,  in^rkjiing  Jithat ion  is  ihi  privilege  €faUcv€r 
Vfhom  Chrift  reigns.  Prince  and  Saviour  are  joined  together^ 
AAs  V-  3i<  He  that  can  fay,  **  thou  fliah  guide  me  with  ihy 
**  counfels,'*  may  add  what  follows,  "  and  afterwards  brmg  mc 
t*  to  glory,"  Pfal.  IsKxlii.  24.  Indeed,  the  kingdom  of  grace 
doth  but  breed  up  children  for  the  kingdom  of  glory.  And  to 
fpeak  as  the  thing  is,  it  is  the  kingdom  of  heaveahere  begOA. 
The  difference  betwixtf  them  is  hot/pscifical^  but  only  gr^ubiat; 
und  therefore  this,  as  well  as  that,  btars  the  name  of  the  king* 
dom  of  heaven.  The  king  is  the  fame,  and  the  &bjcAs  the  (ame. 
The  fubjedls  of  this  are  ihortiy  to  betrandatedtoihat  kingdom. 
Thus  I  have  named,  and  indeed  but  named,  fome  few  oTcbof^ 
ineftioiabie  privileges  qf  Chrift's  fubjefis.  We  nciLt  applf 
it. 

Iirferenu  I.  How  griat  is  their  Jin  and mifery  vihoc^tiniu 
in  hondage  to  fin  and  Satan,  and  refufe  the  government  tfdmifii 
Who  had  rather  fit  under  the  (hadow  of  that  bramble,  tha^ 
under  the  {w<iet  and  powerful  government  of  Chrift.  8atB& 
writes  >is  law^  in  the  blood  of  Ms  fubjefis,  grinda  them  with 
i:ruel  oppreflloQ,  wears  them  out  with  bondage  to  divess  ksfts, 
and  rewards  their  iervice  vrith  everlafting  mifery.  And  yet 
)iow  few  are  weary  of  it,  and  willing  to  come  over  to  Chrift  <l 
.  •*  Behold,"  faith  one  of  C4irift*s*  heralds  |,  "  Chrift  is  in  the 
*'  field,  fent  of  God  to  recover  his  right  and  your  liberty.  His 
^*  royal  flgndard  is  pitched  in  the  gofpel,  aikd  proclamation  madtr 
^  t^tifatiy  p9Qr  iinu^rs,  weary  of  the  Pftil'i  gdverom^B^ 
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*'  and  laden  with  the  mirerable  chains  of  his  fpiritaai  bondage, 
•*  (fo^  ihefe  irons  of  his  fms  enter  into  his  very  foul,  to  af- 
**  flidl  it  with  the  fenfe  of  them)  ihall  thns  come  and  repair  t0 
^*  Chrift,  he  ftiaU  have  proteftion  from  God's  jufticc,  the  Devil's 
"  wrath,  and  fin's  dominion ;  in  a  word,  he  (hall  have  reft, 
•*  and  that  giorioqs,  iia.  xi.  lo." 

And  yet  how  few  ftir  a  foot  towards  Chrlfl-,  bnt  arc  willing 
to  have  their  ears  bored,  and  be  perpetual  flavcs  to  that  croel 
tyrancP  O  when  will  iinners  be  weiry  of  their  bondage,  and 
figh  after  deliverance  !  If  any  fnch  poor  foul  (hall  read  tbe/e 
lines,  let  them  know,  and  i  60  proclaim  it  in  the  the  name  of 
my. royal  mafter,  and  give  him  the  word  of  a  king  for  it,  he  (hall 
notfbe  rejefted  by  Chrift,  John  vi.  37.  Come,  poor  fmners, 
come,  the  Lord  Jefus  is  a  merciful  king,  and  never  did,  nor 
will  hang  up  that  poor  penitent,  that  puts  the  rope  about  his 
own  neck,  and  fubmits  to  mercy. 

.  Iftference  a.  Hvm  much  d^th  it  concern  us  to  enquire  and 
know  who/e  government  ive  are  under ^  and  who  is  king  over  our 
fouls:  whether  Chrift  or  Satan  be  in  the  throne ^  and  Jways  the 
/ceptre  over  our  fouls  F 

Header,  the  work  I  would  now  engage  thy  foul  in,  is  the 
feme  that  Jcfus  Chrift  will  throughly  and  efFeftually  do  in  the 
great  day.  Then  will  he  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  every  thing^ 
.that  offends,  feparate  the  tares  and  wheat,  divide  the  whole, 
world  into  two  ranks  or  grand  divifions,  how  many  divifions 
and  fubdivifions  fbever  there  be  in  it  now.  It  nearly  concerns 
thee  therefore  to  know  who  is  Lord  and  King  in  thy  foul.  To 
help  thee  in  this  great  work,  make  ufe  of  the  following  hints ; 
lor  I  cannot  fully  profecute  thefe  things  as  I  would. 

I.  •  "  To  whom  do  you  yield  your  obedience  ?  His  fubjefts 
"and  fervants  ye  are  to  Whom  ye  obey,*'  Rom.  vi.  16  It  is 
but  a  mockery  to  give  Chrift  the  empty  titles  of  Lord  and  King, 
whilft  ye  give  your  real  fervice  to  fio  and  Satan,  What  is  this 
but  like  the  Jews,  to  bow  the  knee  to  him,  and  fey,  Hail  nra»- 
fter,  and  crucify  him  ?  "  Then  are  ye  his  difciples.  if  ye  do 
*'  whatfbever  he  commands  you,"  John  xv.  14.  He  that  is 
Chrift's  fervant  in^'^,  (hall  be  damned  in  earneft.  Chrift  doth 
not  compltQient  with  you ;  his  pardons,  promifcs,  and  falVa-  ^ 

*  O  how  many  of  us  would  have  Chrift  divided  into  halvesr,  that 
Wemight  take  the  half  of  him  duly;  his  office,  Jefus,  and  falvati- 
on  ?  But  L9rd  is  a  cuniberfome  word,  and  to  obey,  and  wotk  put 
our  own  falvation,  arid  perfexH:  hqlinefs,is  the  eumberfome  and  ftor- 
my  north  fide  of  Clirift,  and  that  we  cfchcw  and  fliift  off> 
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tioas  are  real ;  O  let  year  obedmnce  be  fo  too !  Let  it  be  fin- 
cere  and  uniferial  obedience ;  this  will  evidence  your  unfeigned 
fubjeAi<Hi  to  Chrift.  Do  not  dare  to  enterprize  any  thing*  till 
you  know  ChrKl's  plcaftre  and  will,  Rom.  rXu  2.  Enquire  of 
Cbrifti  as  David  did  of  the  Lord»  i  Sam/xxiil  9^  10,  1 1.  Ix)rd» 
may  I  do  this  or  that  \  or  (hall  I  focbear  \  1  befeech  thee  tell  thy 
ferrant. 

^,  Have  yen,  the  ^pcrmer  of  goilinefi^  or  a  form  of  it  only? 
There  be  many  that  do  but  trifle,  in  religion^  and  play  about 
.the  ikirts  and  borders  of  it;  (pending  their  time  about  jejune 
and  barren  controverfies :  but  as  to  the  power  of  religion,  and 
life  of  godlineTsy  which  confift  in  communion  with  God  in  du- 
ties and  ordinances^  which  promote  hoUntefs,  and  mortify  their 
luihy  they  concern  not  themfelves  about  thefe  things,  fiut  furely 
'<  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word,  but  in  power,"  1  Cor. 
iv.  20.  It  is  not.  meat  and  drink  (that  ii>,  dry  difputes  about 
ineats  and  drinks)  '*  butrighteoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
'*  Holy  GhoA;  for  he  that  in  thefe  things  fervcth  Chrift,  is  ac- 
•'  ceptablc  to  God,  and  approved  of  men,"  Rom.  xiv.  17^  18. 
O  I  am  afraid  when  the  great  hoft  of  profeflbrs  fhall  be  tried  by 
thefe  rules,  they  will  (brink  up  into  a  little  handful,  as  Gidecm'a 
boAdid.. 

3.  Have  ye  thefpecialfaving  knowkdge  ofChrift  ?  All  his  fub- 
je^s  are  tranflated  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  Col.  i.  13^. 
The  devil,  that  ruleth  over  you  in  the  days  of  your  ignoiance, 
is  called  the  ruler  rf  the  darknefs  (fthis  world :.  His  fubjeds  afe 
all  blind,  elfe  he  could  never  rule  them :  As  (006  as  their  eyes  be 
opened,  they  run  out  of  his  kingdom,  and  there  is  no  retaining 
them  in  fubje&ion  to  him  any  longer.  O  enquire  then,  whether 
you  are  brought  out  of  darknels  intotfais  marvellous  light !  do 
you  fee  your  condition,  how  (ad,  miferable,  wretched  it  is  by  ns- 
ture  ?  do  you  fee  your  remedy,  as  it  lies  only  in  Chrift,  and  hm 
precious  blood  ?  Do  you  (ee  the  true  way  of  obtaining  interdl 
in  that  blood  by  fs^th  ?  doth  this  knowledge  run  into  praAice, 
and  put  you  upon  lamenting  heartily  your  mi(ery  by  fm  ?  thir* 
fting  vebemendy  after  Cbriftand  his  righteonfnefs  ?  Ariving 
oxitifiually  for  a  heart  to  believe  and  dote  wiUi  ChriA  ?  This 
will  evidence  you  in^ieed  to  be  tranflated  out  of  the  kingdom  q£ 
darknefs  into  the  kingdom  of  ChriA. ' 

,  .  4,  With  whom  do  you  delightfully  affociate  yourfehes  f 
Who  are  your  chofen.  con^f  anions  f  you  may  fee  to  whom  yoa 
belong  by  the  company  you  join  yourielves  to.  What  do 
the  fubjeas  of  GbdA  ww^^the  flaves  of  Satan  ?  if  the  fobkftg 

Vol..  i.  ft 
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0f  one  kingdom  be  in  another  king's  dominion^  they  Jove  to 
be  together  with  fheir  own  countrymen,  rather  than  the  native^ 
ef  the  place ;  fo  do  the  feryants  of  Chrift.  They  are  a  com- 
pany of  themfelves,  as  it  is  faid,  Afts  iv.  23.  "  They  went  to 
■'  their owB  company/'  I  know  the  iobjefts  of  both  kingdoms 
are  here  mingled,  and  we  cannot  avoid  the  company  of  finners 
except  we  go  out  of  the  world,  i  Cor.  v.  i  o.  but  yet  all  your  de- 
lights fliould  be  In  the  faints  and  in  the  excelle&t  df  the  earth, 
Wal.  xvi.  3. 

5.  Dcye  live  My  and  righteoms  Rver  ?  If  not,  yon  may  claim 
intereft  In  Chrift  as  your  king,  but  he  will  never  aik>w  your  claim. 
**  The  fcepter  of  his  kingdom  is  a  fccptcr  of  righteoufnefs,"  Pfal. 
'Xlv.  6.  If  ye  opprefs,  go  beyond^  and  cheat  your  brethren,  and 
*yct  call  yourfelves  Chrift's  fubjefts,  what  greater  reproach  can 
ycftudy  to  caft  upon  him  ?  What !  is  Chrift  the  king  of  cheats? 
Doth  he  patronize  fuch  things  as  thefe  ?  No,  no,  pull  off  your 
'Vixards,  and  fall  into  your  own  places ;  you  belong  to  another 
prince,  and  not  to  Chrift. 

I/f,  2\  ^^^  Chrift  exercife  fuch  a  kingly  p6wer  over  the 
ibuis  of  all  them  that  are  fubdued  by  the  golpcl  to  him  ?  0  then 
Jet  all  that  are  under  Chris's  government  walk  as  thefuhje^T  of 
fuch  a  King  f .  Imitate  your  king;  the  examples  of  kings  are 
very  in^uential  ujion  their  fubjefts.  Your  king  hath  command- 
ed you  not  only  to  take  his  yokeupotryoth,  4)Qt  alfo  to  learn  of 
iim,  Mat.  xt.  29.  Yea,  and>*"if  any  man  fay  th^.he  is  Chrift*s, 
•*  let  him  walk^  even  as  ^rift  walked,"  I  Johh,  ii.  6.  Your 
'King  is  meek  and  pat(<2iit,  Ifa.  Uii.^.  as  a  lamb  f<^r  meeknefst 
ihall  his  fubjcAs  be  Ko^s  for  fiercenefe  ?  Yoqr  Kin^  was  bum* 
\kt  and  lowly;  Mat.  xxi.  ^  **  Behold  thy  Kingcometh  meelt 
**.  and  lowly  :"  Will  you  be  proud  and  lofty  ?  Doth  this  become 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift?  Your  King  was  a  feU- denying  King; 
be  coiild  deny  his  outward  comforts,  eafe,  honour,  life,  to  ferve 
liis  Father's  defign,  and  accompliih  your  falvation,  2  Cor.  vin. 
9.  PhtL  ii.  I,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.  Shall  his  fervantsbe  felf-eud- 
-ed,  and  (elf  fecking  perfons,  th^  Will  expofe  his  hoiloi^r,  anS 
haiard  their  owi  fouls  for  the  trifles  of  time  ?  God  forbid.  Your 
King  was  painful,  laborious,  atid  diligent  jn  fulfilling  his  work^ 
John  ix.  3.  Let  not  his  ferVants  be  lazy  and  florbful.  O  imi- 
tate your  King,  follow  the  pa>ttern  of  your  king :  this  will  givt 
'you  comfort  now,  and  boldnefs  in  the  day  of  Judgment^  if  as  he 
was,  fo  ye  are  i«  this  world,  i  John  iv.  17. 

:  t.  'I*^  ^^\t  »0£td;fetii9W  tiie  c^riwyif  of  dtfir  lung; 
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Opens  the  Kingly  Office  of  Chrift,  as  it  is  providemi^ 
ally  executed  ia  the  World,  iox  the  Redeeiaed. 

£pH.  i.  22.  And  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet ^  and  gave  him 
to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  church. 

TH  £  forcgoiQg  veries  are  fp«nt  in  a  thankful  and  humble 
adoration  of  the  grace  of  Go4»  io  bringiag  the  £pbc&* 
ans  to  believe  in  Cbrift.  This  cfFtft  of  that  power  that  railed 
their  beards  to  believe  in  Chrift^  is  here  compared  with  that  o- 
ther  glorious  effe£t  of  it,  even  the  raifiog  of  ChriA  hioi&lf  from 
the  dead  :  both  thefe  owe  themfelves  to  the  faiue  efficient  caufe« 
It  raifed  ChriA  from  a  loweftate,  even  from  the  dead,  to  a  high» 
»  very  high  and  glorious  ftate  \  to  be  the  bead  both  of  the  Vfdrld^ 
and  of  the  church;  the  head  of  the  world  by  way  of  dominion^, 
*the  head  of  the  church  by  way  of  union«  and  fpectal  influenoe^ 
ffuling  the  world  for  the  good  of  his  people  in  it.  "He  gave 
'<  him  to  be  head  ovtr  all  things  to  the  church*" 
^     In  this  fcr*4»^ure  let  thefe  four  things  be  (erioufly  regarded. 

1 .  The  dignity  and  authority  committed  to  ChriA ;  *vHe  hatb 
**  put  ail  things  uader  his  feet;"  which  mpiies,  full,  ample 
and  abfolute  dominion  in  him,  zxiA  fubjeElion  in  them  over  whom 
he  reigns.  This  power  is  delegated  to  him  by  the  Father :  for 
befides  the  ejential,  nathfe,  ingenite  power  and  dominion  over 
all»  which  he  hath  as  God,  and  is  commoQ  to  every  perfon 
in  the  Godhead,  Pfal.  sutii.  28.  there  is  a  mediatory  dtfpenfei 
authority,  which  is  proper  to  him  as  Mentor,  which  be  re- 
ceives as  the  rcwai^dor  fVuit  of  his  fufFeriog,  Phil.ii.  B. 

2.  The  fubjeft  recipient  of  this  authority,  which  is  Chrift, 
•and  CbriA  primarily^  and  only :  he  is  the  jfpv#i»  Win^i't  firiJ  re* 
ceptacle  of  all  autbocity  and  power.  Whatever  authority  any 
preature  iscloatbed  with,  isi>utjnii»i>?^rj4i/ and  ^r/Wf/vify  wlie< 
ther  k  bt  politicals  or  eccelefiafiical.  Chrift  is  the  cmly  JU^d, 
Jade  iv. ,  The  fountain  of  all  power. 

3.  The  ohjeS  of  this  authority,  the  whole  creation  ;  all  things 
^re  put  under  his  feet :  hq  rules  from  fea  to  fea,  even  to  the 
«tmoA  bounds  of  God's  creation,  "  Thou  haft  given  him  power 
■**  ^scr  ^\\SUif!ti,'\J^3i^x\u^  z*  all  q:qbtgre^,..r4tipu9l4«^mati- 

■     '     Ff  2 
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ooa]»  animate^  and  inanimate^  angels,  dctiis,  men,  winds,  feas/ 
all  obey  him. 

4.  And  etpectaily,  take  notice  of  the  Jinis  cui;  the  end  for 
which  he  governs^nd  rules  the  nniverfal  empire ;  it  is  for  the 
churchy  i.  e.  *  for  the  advantage,  comfort,  and  falvation  of 
that  choien  remnant  he  died  for.  He  pqrchafed  the  church ; 
and  that  he  might  have  the  hig^eft  fecurity  that  his  blood  (hooid 
pot  be  loft,  God  the  Father  hiih  put  all  things  into  his  hand,  to 
order  and  difpofe  all  as  he  plealeth.  For  the  furtherance  of  that 
his  defign  and  end,  as4ie  brought  the  peHbns  of  fome,  fp  the  ier- 
vices  of  all  the  reft ;  and  that  they  might  eSedlually  ferve  the 
end  they  are  deflgned  to,  Chrift  will  order  them  all  in  a  blefled 
fubordination  and  fubferviency  thereunto.    Hence  the  point  is, 

D06I.  TTyat  all  the  affairs  tf  the  kingdom  ef  providence  are  or* 
dered  and  determined  by  Jefus  Chrift ^  for  thefpecial  advan^ 
tage^  and  ever  lofting  good  of  his  redeemed  people. 

John  xvii.  2.  **  As  thou  haft  given  him  power  over  all  flcfti, 
*'  that  he  Hiould  give  eternal  life  to^s  many  as  thou  haft  givea 
"  him."  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  "all  things  work  together 
*'  for  good  to  them  that  lova  God,  to  them  that  are  the  called 
•*  acqSrding  tohispurpofe,*' Rom.  viii.  28. 

Tl)(at  Jcftis  Chrift  hath  a  providential  influence  upon  aM  the 
afFairt  of  this  world  is  evident,  both  frota  fcripture  affertitns, 
and  rational  cbjervations,  made  upon  the  actings  of  things  here 
below. 

The  firft  chapter  of  Ezekiel  contains  an  admirable  (cheme  ot 
draught  of  providence.  There  you  fee  how  all  the  wheels, 
that  is,  the  motions  and  revolutions  here  on  earth,  are  guided 
by  the  fpirit  that  is  in  them.  And  verfe'a6.  it  is  all  run  up  ia- 
to  the  fupreme  cau(e :  there  you  find  one  like  the  fon  of  man, 
which  is  Jefus  Chrift,  fitting  upon  the  throne,  and  giving  forth 
orders  from  thence  for  the  government  of  all :  and  if  it  were 
not  fo,  how  is  it  that  there  are  fuch  ftrong  combinations,  and 
pref^ofitions  of  perfons  and  things  to  fuch  ends  and  ifTues, 
widiont  any  communications  of  counfels,  or  holding  of  in  tells- 
gcnce  with  one  another?  As  in  Ifracl's  deliverance  out  of 
Egypt,  and  mnumerable  more  inftanccs  have  appeared.  Cer- 
tainly, if  ten  men,  from  fevcral  phces,  ftiould  all  meet  at  one 
place,  and  about  one  bufinefs,  without  any  fore^appmntment  ^- 

*  He  obtaioa  this  domimon  £»r  the  good  of  his  churcL  Crottus 
ialee* 


SEiiM.  XVH.  TAp '  Fomfabi  (f  lift.  iaj 

mdng  themfelves.  It  would  argue  their  motioa's  ^vere  iecretly 
over-ruled  by  fome  iavifible  agent.  How  is  it  that  Juch  mar- 
vcllolis  effects  are  produced  in  the  world  by  caufes  that  carry  no 
proportion  to  them  \  Amos  v.  9.  and  i  Cor.  i.  27.  and  as  of* 
ten»  the  moll  apt  and  likely  means  are  rendered  wholly  inef* 
feftual  I  Pfal.  xxxiii.  16.  In  a  word,  if  Chrift  hath  no  fuch 
providential  influx*  how  are  his  people  in  all  ages  preferred  ia 
the  midA  of  ib  many  millions  of  potent  and  malicious  enemies, 
amongft  whom  they  live  as  (heep  in  the  midft  of  wolves  \  Luke 

^  x.  3.  How  is  it  that  the  buOi  burns^  and  yet  is  not  confumed  \ 
£xod.  iii.  2. 

But  my  builnefs, in  this  difcourfe,  is  not  to  prove  that  there  i^ 
a  Providence,  which  none  but  AthieAs  deny.  I  (hall  chufe  ra« 
ther  to  (hew  by  what  a£ls  Jefus  Chrift  adminiflers  this  kingdom, 
and  in  what  manner ;,  and  what  ufe  may  be  made  thereof. 

F'trfi^  He  rules  and  orders  the  kingdom  of  Providence,  by 
Jupportingf  permitting^    refiraining,    limiting^  proteBitig^  pU' 

.  .  nijhing,  and  rewarding  thofe  over  whom  he  reigns  providcn* 
lially.  X  ^  / 

I.  t  He  fupports  the  world,  and  all  creatures  in  it,  by  his 
power.  "  My  Father  works  hitherto,  and  I  work,"  John  v.  1 7. 
''  And  in  him  (that  is,  in  Chrift)  all  things  confift,"  Col.  i.  17. 
It  is  a  confidcrablc  part  of  Chrift's  glory  10  have  a  whole^ wofld 
of  creatures  owing  their  being  and  hourly  confcrvations  tp  him. 
The  parts  of  the  world  are  not  coupled  and  faftned  together  as 
the  parts  of  a  honfe,  whoie  beams  are  pinned  and  nailed  to  each 
.Other ;  but  rather  as  feveral  rings  of  iron,  whidi  hang  together 
-  by  the  virtue  of  a  loadftone.  This  goodly  fabric  was  rafcd  to 
the  found^ion  when  fin  entered,  and  had  tumbled  into  everlafting 

,  confufion,  had  not  Chrift  ftept  in  to  ftiore  up  the  the  reeling 
world.  For  the  fakes  of  his  redeemed  that  inhabite  it,  he  doth 
and  wiU  prop  it  by  his  omnipotent  power.  And  when  he  hath 
gathered  all  his  ele£l  out  of  it  into  the  kitigdom  above,  then  wiil 
he  fet  fire  to  the  four  quarters  of  it,  and  it  Qiail  lie  in  aflies. 
Meanwhile,. he  is  '^  giVen  for  a  covenant  to  the  people,  to  efta- 
.  ••  bliih  the  earth,"  Ifa.  xHx.  8.  r 

a.  He  permits  and  fuffers  the  worft  of  creatures  in  his  domi- 
fibo  to.be  and  aft  as  they  do.     "  The  deceived,  and  the  dc- 

,  f  The  world  is  continued  on  a'^couot  of  the  Church  which  is  in 
it ;  otherwife  the  heaven  and  earth  would  be  burnt  up  in  one  mo- 
ment !  becaufe  th<5  whole  world  is  not  worth  one  grain  of  wheat : 
ais  it  is  indeed  full  of  blafphcmy  and  impiety,  unlcfs  the  Church  fup- 
■  ported  the  world  by  word  and  prayer;  all  tilings  would  be  deftloycd 
iiiftantly«    Luther  in  Cenefis  xxx. 
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**  ceivcr,  are  his/'  Job.  xH.  16.  Even  thofc  that  fight  againft 
Chiifl  and  hi$  people,  receive  both  power  and  permlffion  from 
htm.  Say  not,  that  it  is  unbecotntng  the  mod  Holy  to  permit 
fuch  cvijt,  which  he  could  prevent  if  he  pleafed.  For  as  he  pcrr 
mits  no  more  than  he  will  over  role  to  his  praife,  fo  that  Verj 
fermiffionot  his,  is  holy  and  juft.  ChriA*s  working  is  not  con- 
founded  with  the  creature's.  Pure  fon-beamsare  not  tainted  by 
the  Qoiibm  vapours  of  the  dunghill  on  which  the/  (hine«  His 
holinefs  hath  no  fellowihip  with  their  iniquities  ;  nor  are  their 
Iranfgreffions  at  all  excufed  by  his  permiflions  of  them,  ,  ''He  i$ 
**  a  rock,  his  work  is  perfeft  ;  but  they  have  corrupted  them- 
f*  ielvcs/*  Deot.  xxxii.  4,  5.  This  holy  permii&on  is  but  the 
withholding  of  thofe  reflraints  from  their  lofts,  and  denying  tboic 
fiomoioo  alTiftances  which  he  is  no  way  bound  to  give  them, 
Afts  xiv.  16.  '*  He  fuffered  all  nations  to  walk  in  their  owa 
AC  ways."  And  yet  (hoold  he  permit  linfol  creatures  to  adx>uc 
all  the  wickednefs  that  is  in  their  hearts,  there  wookl  neither, 
remain  peace  nor  order  in  the  world.     And  therefore, 

3.  He  powerfully  retrains  creatures  by  the  bridle  of  provi- 
<ience,  from  tHecoramlinon  of  thofe  things,  to  which  their  hearts 
are  propenfe  enough.  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  10.  *•  The  remainder  of  wrath 
"  thou  will  rcftrain,*'  or  J  gird  up ;  letting  forth  juft  fo  much 
as^fiiall  ierve  his  holy  ends,  and  no  more.  And  truly  this  is  one 
of  the  glorious  myfteries  of  Providence,  which  amazes  the  fe- 
rioas  and  confiderate  foul ;  to  fee  the  fpirit  of  a  creature  folly 
fet  to  domifchief;  power  enough,  a?  one  wotild  think,  in  his 
hand  to  do  it,  and  a  door  of  opportunity  ftandiog  open  for  it*; 
«Dd  yet  the  eifeft  ftrangely  hindered.  The  ftrong  propenfions 
^f  the  will  are  inwardly  checked,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Laban,  Geo* 
xxxi.  24*  or  a  diverfion,  and  rob  is  ftrangely  cail  in  their  way  ; 
z%  in  the  cafe  of  Senacherib,  2  Kings  xix.  7,  8.  fo  that  thnr 
hands  cannot  perform  their  enterprizes.  Julian  had  two  great 
"defigns  before  him,  one  was  to  conquer  the  Perfians,  the  other 
to  root  out  the  Galileans,  as  he,  by  way  of  contempt,  called  the 
Chriftians^:  but  he  will  begin  with  the  Pcrfians  firft,  and  th^ 
make  a  facriB^e  of  all  the  Chriftians  to  his  idols.  He  doth  foi, 
and  periflies  in  the  firft  attempt.     O  the  wifdom  of  Providence  J  ^ 

4.  Jefus.Chrift  limts  the  creatures  in  their  aAtng,  aligning 
them  their  boundaries  and  lines  of  liberty ;  to  which  they^  may» 
but  .beyond  it  cannot  go.  Rev.  ii,  lo.  •*  Fear  none  of  thefc 
**  things  that  ye  ihall  TufF<r;  behold,  the  devil  ftiall  caft  fomeof 
**  you  into  prifon,  and  ye  (liall  have  iiibulation  te^i  days."  They 

J'TJm  ^r^i/rj/x.    MontanttS*  , 
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^ould  have  caft  them  into  their  graves,  but  it  (hall  only  be  into 
prifoos:  They  would  have  ftrctched  out  their  hands,  upon 
ihem  all ;  no,  but  only  fomc  of  them  (hall  be  expofed  :  Thty 
ivould  have  kept  them  there  perpetually  ;  no,  it  muil  be  but  for 
fen  days,  Ezek.  xxii.  6.  **  Behold,  the  princes  of  ifracl  were 
f  •  in  thee,  every  one  to  theiJr  power  to  flied  bloOd.'*  They  went 
Us  far  as  they  had  power  to  go,  not  as  far  as  they  had  will  to  go* 
Four  huhdred  and  thirty  years  were  determined  upon  the  pto* 
pic  of  Goii  in  Egypt ;  and  then,  even  in  that  very  nighty  God 
brought  iheiii  forth;  for  then  **  the  time  of  the  promift  was 
^  come,"  Afts  yii.  17. 

•  5.  The  Lord  Jefus  providentially  prdtetls  his  people  amtdft 
t  world  of  enemies  and  dangers.  It  was  Chrifl  that  appeared 
unto  Mofes  in  the  flaming  bufti,  and  prcferved  it  from  being 
confumed.  The  bufti  fignified  the  people  of  God  in  Egypt : 
the  fire  flaming  on  it,  the  exquifire  fuffc  rings  they  there  ca- 
dured :  the  fafety  of  the  bu(h,  amidft  the  flames,  the  Lord's 
adifairable  care  and  proteftion  of  his  poor  fufftring  ones.  None 
fo  tenderly  careful  as  Chrift.  "  As  birds  flying,  fo  he  defends, 
**  Jerufalem,"  Ifa.  xxxi.  5.  f.  e,  as  they  fly  fwiftly  towards  their 
nefts,  crying  when  their  young  are  In  danger,  fo  will  the  Lord  • 
prcferve  his.  \They  are  •*  preferred  in  Chrift  Jefus,**  Jude  i. 
ss  Noah  and  his  family  were  in  the  Ark.  Hear  how  a  Worthy 
i)f  our  own  exprefles  himfelf  on  this  point  (. 

**  That  we  are  at  peace  in  our  houfes,  at  reft  in  our  beds ; 
**  that  we  have  any  quiet  in  our  enjoyments,  is  from  hence  a- 
*♦  lone.  Whofe  perfoQ  would  not  be  defiled,  or  deftroyed  ? 
*'  whofe  habitation  would  not  be  riiined  ?  whofe  blood  almoft 
•*  would  not  be  ft^ed,  if  wicked  men  had  power  to  perpetrate 
*'  all  their  conceived  fin  ?  It  may  be,  the  ruin  of  fome  of  us 
**  hath  been  conceived  a  thoufand  times.  We  arc  behcdden  to 
•*  this  Providence,  of  obftrufting  fin,  for  our  lives,  our  families, 
**  bur  cftates,  our  liberties,  and  whatfoever  is  or  may  he  dear  to 
••  us.  For  may  we  not  fay  fometimcs  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal. 
•*  Ivii.  4.  **  My  foul  is  among  lions,  and  I  lie  even  among  them . 
♦*  that  arc  fci  on  fire,  even  the  fons  of  men,  whofe  teeth  arc 
**  fpcars,  and  their  tongue  a  fliarp  fword  ?"  And  how  is  the  de- 
**  liverancc  of  men  contrived  from  fuch  perfons?  Pfal.  viii.  6. 
<*^  God  breaks  their  teeth  in  their  mouths,  even  the  great  teeth 
•*  of  the  young  lions."  He  keeps  this  fire  from  burning,^fomc 
*«  he  curs  off  and  dcftroys :  fome  he  cuts  fhort  in  their,  power : 
**  ibmc  he  deprives  of  the  ioftruments  whereby  alone  they  cjia 

I  J^r«  Owcivio  his  Indwciliog  $Ia^ 
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•*  work :  feme  he  ^reveats  of  their  defircd  opportunities,  or 
*•  diverts  by  other  objcfts  for  their luft;  and  oftentimes  caufeth 
•*  th€m  to  fpend  them  among  thcrafclvcs,  one  upon  another. 
"  We  may  fay,  therefore^  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  civ.  24.  "  O 
••  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works !  in  wifdom  haft  thou 
"  made  them  all;  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches." 

6,  He  punijbes  the  evil  doers,  and  repays,  by  providence 
into  their  own  lap,  the  mifchiefs  they  do,  or  but  intend  to  do» 
unto  them  that  fear  him.  Pharaoh,  Senachcrib,  both  the  Ju- 
lians, and  innumerable  more,  are  the  lafting  monuments  of  his 
righteous  retribution.  It  is  true,  aftnnermay  do  evil  an  htm-^ 
drH  itmes^  and  his  days  he  prolonged;  but  oft-times  God  hangs  . 
up  (bme  eminent  finners  in  chains^  as  fpe^lacles  and  warnings 
to  others.  Many  a  heavy  blow  hath  Providence  given  to  the 
euemies  of  God,  which  they  were  never  able  to  recover.  Chrift 
rules,  and  that  with  a  rod  of  iron,  in  the  midft  pf  his  enemies^ 
Pfal.  ex.  2. 

7.  And  laftly,  He  rewards  by  Providence  the  ferviccs  done  to 
him  and  his  people.  Out  of  this  treafure  of  Providence  God 
repays  oftentimes  thofe  that  ferve  hini,  and  that  with  a  hundred- 
fold  reward  now  in  this  life,  Matth.  xix.  29.  This  aftivc,  vi- 
gilant Providence  hath  its  eye  upon  all  the  wants,  ftraits,  and 
troubles  of  the  creatures :  but  efpecially  upon  fuch  as  religion 
brings  us  unto.  What  huge  volumes  of  experiences  might  the; 
people  of  God  write  upon  this  fubjeft  ?  and  what  a  plcafant 
niftory  would  it  be,  to  read  the  ftrange,  conftant,  wonderful,  and 
unexpefted^aftings  of  Providence,  for  them  that  have  left  them- 
fclves  to  its  care  ?  '  '  ' 

Secondly f  We  fhall  next  enquire  how  Jefus  Chrifl  adnrinifters 
this  providential  kingdom. 

And  here  I  muft  take  notice  of  the  means  by  which,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  doth  it.  The  means,  or  inftruments,  he 
ufes  in  the  governing  the  providential  kingdom,  (for  he  is  opt 
perfonally  prefent  with  us  himfclf),  are  either  Angels  or  Men; 
••  the  angels  are  miniftring  creatures,  fent  forth  by  him  for  the 
•*  good  of  them  that  (hall  be  heirs  of  falvation,"  Hcb.  i,  14, 
Luther  tells  us,  they  have  tvnooSictSf/uperius  canere,  et  inferi* 
us  vigilare^  **  to  fing  above,  and  watch  beneath."  Thefe  go  us 
jnany  invifible  offices  of  love.  They  have  dear  and  tender  re* 
fpefts  and  love  for  the  faints.  To  them,  God,  as  it  were,  puts 
forth  his  children  to  nurfe,  and  they  are  tenderly  careful  of 
them  whilft  they  live,  and  bring  them  hotne  in  their  arms  to 
their  Father  when  they  die.  And  as  angels,  fb  men  are  the 
^  -vants  of  FrovidcQce ;  yea,  bad  men  as  well  ds  good.    Cjtus, 
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OQ  that  account,  is  called  God's  fervant :  they  fulfil  his  wilJ, 
ivhilft  they  are  profecuting  their  own  lufts.  "The  earth  fhaft 
"  help  the  Womaa,"  Rev.  xii.  16.  But  good  men  dclight,.to 
fcrve  Providence :  they  and  the  angels  are  feilow-fervants  iu  one 
boufe,  and  to  one  mafter^  Rev.  xlx.  io»  Yea,  there  is  not  a 
creature  in  heaven,  earth,  or  hell,  but  Jefus  Chrift  can  provi- 
dentially ufe  it  and  ferve  his  ends,  and  promote  his  defigns  by 
kk  But'wi^atever  the  inftrument  be,  Chrift  ufes,  of  this  we 
isisq  be  certain,  that  his  providential  working  is  holy,  judici- 
ous, fovereign,  profound,  irrefiftible,  harmonious^  and  to  thd 
f^Dts  peculiar. 

1 .  It  is  holy.  Though  he  permits,  limits,  orders  and  over* 
rules  many  unholy  peribns  and  a£lions,  yet  he  ft  ill  works  llko 
himfclf,  moft  holily  and  purely  throaghout.  **  iThe  Lord  \9 
**  righteous  in  4II  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works,"  PlaU 
cxlv.  17.;  It  is  eafier  to  feparate  %ht  from  a*  fun- beam,  than 
bolinefs  from  the  works  of  God.  The  beft  of  men  cannot 
cfcapc  fm  in  their  moft  holy  actions ;  they  cannot  touch,  but 
are  defiled.  But  no  fm  cleaves  to  God^  whatever  he  hath  ta 
do  about  it. 

2.  Chrift*s  providential  working  is  not  only  moft  pure  and 
holy,  but  alfo  moft  wife  and  judicious.  Ezek.  1.  20.  "  Thd 
"  wheels  are  full  of  eyes :"  They  are  not  nioved  by  a  blind  im-^ 
fetus  *,  but  in  deep  counfel  and  wifdom.  And,  indeed,  tho 
wifdom  of  Providence  manifefts  itfelf  principally  in  the  choice 
of  fuch  ftatcs  for  the  people  of  God,  as  (hall  moft  effeiflually 
promote  their  eternal  happineis.  And  herein  it  goes  quite  be^ 
yond  our  underftandlngs  and  comprehenfioos.  It  makes  that 
medicinal  and  faluciferous,  which  we  judge  as  deftruAive  to 
our  comfort  and  good,  as  poifon.  I  I'emember,  it  is  a  note  of 
Suarez  f,  fpcaking  of  the  felicity  of  the  other  world ;  "  Then 
^*  (faith  he)  the  blefted  ftiall  feein  God  all  things  and  circum* 
*'  ftalloes  pertaining  to  them,  excellently  accomodated  and 
**  attempered-,"  then  (hall  they  fee  that  the  croffing  of  their 
deiires  was  the  ^ving  of  their  fools ;  and  that  otberwiie  they 
had  pcriflicd.  The  moft  wife  Providence  looks  beyond  us.  it 
eyes  the  end^  and  fuics  4II  things  thereto,  and  not  to  our  found 
dcfires. 

34  The  Providence  of  Chrift  is  moft  fuprcme  and  fovereigOi 

*  Noil  caeco  impei^  votvuntur  rotae. 

f  Beatus  in  Deo  xndet  res  gmnes  accommtdaias  ad  fe  ferftnen* 
test  et  omnes  eircumJlanUas  accommodatas^    Suarez* 

Vot.I.    .    ;_  Qg 
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V  Wbatfbever  be  pleafctb,  that  be  dotb  ia  heaven  and  in  earth, 
'*  and  in  all  places/'  Pial.  cxxxv.  6.  '*  He  is  Lord  of  lords,  and 
**  King  of  kings,"  Rev.  xix,  i&  The  greaceft  monarchs  on 
earth  are  but  as  little  bits  of  clay  t>  as  the  worms  of  the  earth  to 
him:  they  all  depend  on  bim,  Prov.  vili.  15,  16.  "By  me 
^*  kings  reign,  and  princes  decree  juAice :  by  me  princes  rule^ 
**  nobles,  even  all  the  judges  of  the  earth. 

4.  Providence  is  profound  and  infcrutable.  The  judgments 
of  Chrift  are  •*  a  great  deep,  anc}  ^hls  footfteps  are  not  known,** 
Pfal.  xxxvi.  6.  There  are  hard  texts  in  the  works  as  well  as  in- 
the  words  of  Chrift,  The  wileft  heads  have  been  at  a  lofs  inter- 
preting fomc  Providences,  Jer.  xii.  i,  1.  Jobxxi.  7.  The  angels 
bad  the  bands  of  a  man  under  their  wings,  Ezek.  i.  8*  i.  ^.  they 
wrought  fecretly  and  myfterioufly. 

5.  Providence  is  irrefiftibie  in  its  dcfign  and  motions  ;  for  all- 
iNTOvidences  are  But  fulfillings  and  accomplifhments  of  God*s 
immutable  decrees.  Eph.  i.  11.  '*  He  works  all  things  accord-- 
•*  ing  to  thecounfelof  his  own  will."  ||  Hence  Zech.  vi.  i..the 
inftruments  by  which  God  executed  his  wrath,  are  called  "  cha-*: 
•*  riots  coming  from  betwixt  two  mountains  of  brafs,"i,  e,  §  "  the 
**  firm  and  immutable  decrees  of  God.  When  the  Jews  put 
Chrifl  to  death,  they  did  but  do  what ''  the  band  and  counf^l  of 
"  God  had  before  determined  to  be  done,"  Afts  iv.  28.  fo  ihat 
none  can  oppofe  or  refift  providence,  *'  I  will  work,  and  who 
"  ihall  let  it  ?"  Ifa.  xliii.  13. 

6.  The  providences  of  Chrift  are  harmonious.  There  are* 
lecret  chains,  and  invifible  connexions  betwixt  the  works  of 
Chrift.  We  know  not  how  to  reconcile  promifcs  ahd  provi- 
dences together,  nor  yet  providences  one  with  another  :  but 
certainly  they  all  vfork  together^  Rom  viii.  28*  as  adjuvant  caufes^ 
or  con  caufes  ftanding  under,  and  working  by  the  influence  of 
the  firfl  caufe.  He  doth  not  do,  and  undo ;  deftroy  by  one  pro- 
videuce,  what  he  built  by  another.  But,  look,  as  all  feafons 
of  the  year,  the  nipping  frofts,  as  well  as  halcyon  days  of  fum-* 
mer,  do  all  confpire  and  conduce  to  the  harveA ;  fo  it  is  in  pro** 
vidence^ 

X  His  head,  (Cant,  v*  n,),  gold  of  gold;  which  intimates  the 
incomparable  excellency  of  Chrilt's  kingdom  ;  gold  on  his  head,  is 
an  eniigB  of  royalty,  of  which  crowns  were  nude;  therefore  the 
expre/HoQ,  Gold  of  gold,  feems  to  be  of  the  fame  import  with  King; 
of  kings.     BrightmAfi  in  Cant , 

II  By  mouBtains  he  uoderftands  the  hidden  counfels  of  Cod.  Cat^ 
via, 

§  Firmifma^t  infirutabilia  Dfi  conjlia.    rrufiui. 
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.      7.  And  Jaftly,  The  providences  of  Chrift  ivork  in  a  fpecidl 

and  pecututr  %vay,for  the  good  of  the  faints.     His  providential,  n 

<  fubordinated  to  his  fpiritnai  kingdom.  ''  He  is  the  Savtoor  of  all 

*'•  men,  cfpecially  of  them  that  believe,"  i  Tim.  if.  i*     Thefe 

6nly  have  the  bleffings  of  providencci     Things  are  fo  laid  and 

ordered,  as  that  their  eternal  goodihall  be  promoted  and  fecurcd 

by  ail  that  Chrift  doth. 

Inference  i.  if  fo.  See  then,  in  the  fir  ft  place  ^  to  'whom  you  are 
heholden  for  your  lives ^  liberties,  comfort Sf  and  all  that  you  enjoy 
in  this  world.  Is  it  not  Chrift  that  orders  all  for  you  ?  He  is, 
indeed,  in  heaven,  out  of  your  fight  j  but  though  you  fee  him  ^ 
not,  he  fees  you,  and  takes  care  of  all  your  concerns*  Wheti 
one  told  Siientlarius  of  a  plot  laid  to  take  away  his  life,  he  an^ 
fwered.  Si  Deus  mei  cur  am  non  hahet,  quid  vivo  ?  •*  If  God  take 
**  no  care  of  me,  how  do  I  live  ?"  how  have  I  efcaped  hitherto  ? 
"  In. all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,*'  Prov.  iii.  6.  It  is  he  that 
hath  efpicd  out  that  ftate  thou  art  in,  a&moft  proper  for  thee. 
It  is  Chrift  that  doth  all  for  you  that  is  done«  He  looks  down 
from  heaven  upon  all  that  fear  him ;  he  fees  when  yqu  are  in 
danger  by  temptation,  and  cafts  in  a  providence,  you  know  not' 
how,  to  hinder  it.  He  fees  when  you  are  fad,  and  orders  reviving 
providences,  to  refrefh  you.  He  fees  when  corruptions  prevail^ 
and  orders  humbling  providences  to  purge  them.  Whatever 
mercies  you  have  received,  all  along  the  way  you  have  gone  hi- 
therto, arc  the  ofderings  of  Chrift  for  you.  Aqd  you  fhould 
cai^efully  obferve  how  the  promifes  and  providences  have  kept 
equal  pace,  with  one  another,  and  both  gone  ftep  by  ftep  with 
you,  until  now. .  ■  ^  '      , 

.  Inference  2,  Hath  God  left  the  government  of  the  whole 
world  in  the  hands  of  Chrift,  and  trufted  him  over  all  I  Then  do 
you  aljb  leave  all  your  particular  concerns  in  the  hands  of  Chrift 
too^  and  know  that  the  infinite  wifdom  and  tove,  which  rules  the 
world,  manages  every  tKng  that  relates  to  youi  It  is  in  a  good 
li^nd,  and  infinitely  better  than  if  it  were  in  your  own.  I  re* 
member  when  *  Melanchton  was  under  fome  defpondencies  o£ 
fpirit  about  tfcc  eftate  of  God's  people'  in  Germany,  Luther 
chides  him  thus  for,  it,  "  Let  Philip  c^afe  to  ryle  the  world." 
It;  is  none  of  our  work  to  fteer  the  courfe  of  providence,  or  dl- 
reft  its  motions,  but  to  fubmit  quietly  to  him  that  doth.  There 
is  an  itch  in  men,  yea,  in  the  beft  of  4nen,  to^be  diiputing  with 
.  G  g  2 

*  Monendus  efi  Pbilippus  ut  definat  ejfe  re£lor  mundi*    Melfch* 
Adam»  , 
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God  :  '*  Let  me  talk  with  thee  of  thy  judgment,"  faith  Jeremy, 
chap.  xii.  I9  2.     Yea,  bow  apt  are  we  to  regret  at  provideace^, 
as  if  they  had  no  conducency  at  all  to  the  glory  of  God,  or  to 
our  good,  £xod.  v.  22.  yea,  to  limit  providence  to  our  way  and 
.time  \  Thus,  the  "  Ifraelites  temptedGod,  and  limited  the  holy 
**  One,"  Plal.  Ixxviii.  18, 41 .     How  often  alio  do  we,  unbeliev- 
ingly, diftruft  providence  as  though  it  could  never  accomplish 
what  we  profefs  to  expeft  and  believe  ?  Ezck.  xxxvii.  11.  *«  Our 
**  bones  are  dry,  our  hope  is.Joft  ;  we  are  cut  off  for  our  part,*' 
So  GeUt  xviii.  13,.  14.  Ifa.  xl.  17.  There  are  but  few  Abra- 
hams among  believers,  who  >'  againft  hope,  believed  in  hope, 
•*  giving  glory  to  God,"  Roin.  iv.  20.     And  it  is  but  too  com- 
mon for  good  men  to  repine  and  fret  at  providence,  whcQ  theur 
wills,  lulls,  or  humours  are  croffed  by  it :  this*  was  the  great  £11  ' 
of  Jonah,     Brethren,  thcfe  things  ought  not  to  be  fo ;-  did  you 
but  ferioufly  confider,  either  the  defign  of  providence,  which .  is 
to  bring  about  the  gracious  defigns  and  purpofes  of  God  upoa 
you,  which  were  laid  before  this  world  was,Eph.  i.  11.  ortkait 
it  is  a  lifting  up  of  thy  'wifdom  againfl  his,  as  if  thon  couldft 
i)etter  order  thine  affairs,  if  thou  badft  but  the  condu^andma* 
fiagement  of  them;  ^or  that  you  have  to  do  herein  withagr^at 
^nd  dreadful  Cod^  in  whofe  hand^  you  are  as  the  clay  in  the  pot- 
ter's  hands,  that  hemay  do  what  he  will  with  you,  and  all  that  19 
yours,  without  giving  you  an  account  of  anypf  bismatiers^ 
Jobxxxiii.  13.  or  whither  providence  hath  caft  others,  as  good, 
by  nature,  as  yburfelves,  tumbled  them  down  from  the  top  of 
health,  wealth,  Jionours  and  pleafures,  to  the  bottom  of  hell : 
Or,  laftly.  Did  you  but  confider  how  often  it  hath  formerly 
baffled  and  befooled  yourfelves ;  made  you  retract,  with  ibame» 
yourrafh*  headlong  cenfures  of  it ;  and  enforced  you,  by  the 
light  of  its  births  and  IQues,  to  co&fefs  your  folly  and  ignorance, 
as  Aiaph  did,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  22.    I  fay,  if  fuch  confiderations  as 
tbefe  could  but  have  place  with  you  in  your  troubles  and  teiap- 
tations,  they  would  quickly  mould  your  hearts  into  a  better  aod 
more  quiet  frame. 

6  that  I  could  but  perfuade  jou  to  refigo  all  Co  ChrtA.  He 
is  a  cunning  workman  *,  as  he  is  called,,Prov.  viii.  30.  and  can 
cffcft  what  hie  plcafeth.  It  is  a  good  rnle,  De  operibus  D.ei  non  eji 
jfudicandum^  ante  fumtutn  a£fum.  "  Let  God  wor|£  out  all  that  ho 
**  intends,  have  but  patience  till  he  hath  put  the  lafl  hand  to 
J*  his  work,  and  then  find  fault  with  it,  if  you  can."  You  have 

*  It  has  t,wo  fignifications  ;  An  experienced  SMrtiS^er  Of.  >varkmao, 
ipd  a  workman  ^xcellio^  ia  his  ait|   GJ^/n 


^H^  of  che  faticoce  of  Jpb,  **  an<i  have  feeii  ehc  ^M^i^  Mh^ 
-"  Lord,"  Japacs  .v.* 1 1*. 

Inference  3.  If  Chrift  be  Lord  and,  ktog  otqt  the  prond^fi- 
jtial  kiagdosii  .and  that»  for  th^  good  c^  his  people,  kt  mmthe^ 
fir0  QhriJVs^\  hencfiforth,  fiand  in  aJhvifbfiMr  rf  cr^^fures.  1% 
is  a  good  Opte  that  *  Grot'ms  hat;ti  upoQ  xny  text ;  ^'Icten 
-''^  marvelipus  co^foljition  (<aitb  he)  that  Chrift  h^th  fogr^t  am 
**  eippire,  jani  (that  he  governs  it  fojr  tjhe  gpod  of  bis  peoplcp 
"•*  as  a  head  coofultiag  the  good  of  the  bpdy.^  Our  bpftd  and 
•bulbaadt  i»  Lord^general  of  all  the  hpAs  of  beavea  and  earth; 
fxo  crea^ife  paompvehs^d  or  <oague>irithoat  his  leave  or  or«i 
4er :  th^  power  they  have  is  giveirtjlem  from  aboye,  Jojia  xiau 
^i,  12.  Thcferious  confideration  <)f  this  tr»tb  Mi'ill  tfiftkn  the 
fig^bl^  j^it  ceaie  txembliag,  aad  kx  it  a  flogiAg;  Pl^h  itlfii« 
7*  "  The  Lord  is  king  of  all  the  earth.  Cog  ye  praifes^Jrith  nnr 
f'  derfiaiKiiag :"  that  is,  (asfoilQeweH  parapibrafe  it)e76ryoQC 
Ibat  haxh  uod^Aaodiogof  this  comfortable  troth«  Hath  he  not 
giyea  yoa  abundaot  iecority  io  many  exprefs  prbmiies,  |hat  all 
ihail  ifTue  well  for  you  that  fear  him  ?  Rom.  yiii.  2S*  "  All  things 
V  ibaii  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love  Clod<"  And 
Eccl.  viii.  1 2.  verily  "  it  ftiall  be  well  with  them  that  fear  God,V  ^ 
^ven  with  tbcm  thmi  fear  before  him*  And^  fiippofe  he  had  eot, 
yet  the  Vicry  undecftandtngof  our  relation  to  fiieh  a  king,  {boiild» 
in  itfelf,  be  fufficient  iecurity :  for,  he  is  the  f  isniveri^  %  fiipf 
reme,  H  abMute,  §  meek,  merciftil,  *^  vidork)as,  and  ^f  iiii« 
mortalkingi         ,    >  * 

He  fits  if!  glory,  at  the  Father's  right  hand ;  ^nd,  to  make 
bis  feat  the  eafier,  his  enemiesare  a footftool  for  him  ff.  His 
Jove  to  his  people  is  nofpeakably  tender  and  fervent,  he  that 
touches  them,  * « touches  the  apple  of  his  eye,"  Zech.  H.  And,  it 
.  U  hardly  imaginable,  that  Jefus  Chrift  will  fit  ftitl,and  fiiSerbis 
bis  enemies  to  thrnft  out  his  eyes.  Till  this  be  forgotten,  the 
wrath  of  nmn  is  not  feared;  Ifa.  li.  12,  13.  '*  He  that  fear$  a 
^'  man  ^hat  iholl  die,  forgets  the  Lord  his  Maker."  He  lov^s 
yon  too  well  to  fign  any  order  to  your  prejudioe,  and  witfaoat 
bis  order,  iKme  can  jtoach  you. 

Inference  /^.  If  the  government  .of  the  world  be  ifi  the  bands 
of  Chrift,  then  mr  engaging  and  entitling  of  0rifi  to  all  pur 

*  Magna  oonfoUth^  qu9)d  4antuffi  imperium  kaf>ef  hi  qtfi  id 
Jtxereet  ecclejia  Jf^noy  ficut  caput  cenfulit  corporis     Grotivis* 
t  Pfal.  ii.  8.         %  Prov.  yjii.  15.        %  Rev.  i.  18.  ||  JVUttfa- 

,  Kxi.  5.         **  Pftl  xlv,  4.         *f  X  Tim.  U  !?• 

ft  §fiC4»y§Wtwd^ed,  ^  .^^^ 
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^airs  and  iufinefs^  is  the  trtie  and  ready  way  to  their  fuccefi 
and  prof  per  ity.  If  all  depend  upon  his  pleafure,- then  fure  it 
is  yqur  wifdom  to  take  him  along  with  you  to  every  a^lion  and 
bofinefs ;  it  is  ao  loft  time  that  is  fpent  ia  prayer,  wherein  we 
'  a(k  Us  leave,  and  beg  his  prefence  with  us  t  and,  take  it  for  a 
clear  truths  that  which  is  not  prefaced  with  prayer ^  will  be/o/- 
Uwed  with  trouble.  How  eafily  can  Jefus  Chrift  da(h  all  your 
defigBS,  when  they  arc  at  the  very  birth  and  article  of  cxecuti- 
OD,  and  break  off,  in  a  moment,  all  the  purpofes  of  your  hearts  f 
It  is  a  proverb  among  the  Papifts,  that  Mafs  and  meat  hinder^ 
no  man.  The  Turks  wiD  pray  five  times  a  day,  how  urgent 
foevcr  their  bufioels  be.  Biu(h  you  that  enterprife  your  affairs 
without  God:  I  reckon  that  bufinefs  a(s  good  as  done,  to  which 
we  have  gotten  Chrift's  leave,  and  engaged  his  prefence  to  ac- 
company  us. 

*  Inference  5.  Laftly,  Eye Chriftin all  1^ events tf providence s 
fee  his  band  in  all  that  befdls  ym,  whether  it  be   evil  or  good, 

**  The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  fought  out  of  ail  them  that 
"  have  pleafure  therein,*'  Pfal.  cxi.  2, 

How  much  good  might  we  get,  by  obfervation  of  the  good  or 
evil  that  befals  us  throughout  our  courfe  ! 

f  •  In  all  the  eviis  of  trmbh  and  afflidlions  that  befal  you^ 
eye  Jefus  Chrijl;  and  fet  your  hearts  to  the  ftudy  of  thcfe  four 
things  in  afBi£Vioti. 

•  (i,)  StQdf  his  fcfvereignty  and  dominion  i  for  he  creates  and 
forms  them  :  they  rife  not  out  of  the  duft,  nor  do  they  befal 
you  cafually ;  but  he  raifesthem  up,  and^ives  them  their  com- 
miflioo,  Jer.  xviii.  1 1.  •*  Behold,  I  create  evil,  and  dcvife  a  dc- 
f.^  vice  agatnft  you."  He  elefts  the  inftrument  oF  your  trouble ; 
he  makes  the  rod  as  aflBiftive  as  he  pleafeth ;  be  orders  the  con- 
tinuance and  end  of  your  troubles ;  and  they  will  not  ceafe  to  be 
affiidltve  to  you,  till  Chrift  fay.  Leave  off,  it. is  enough.  The 
Ce0torioci  wifely  con fidpred  this,  when. he  told  him,  Luke  vii.  8. 
^*  1  have  foldiersinider  me,  and  I  fay  to  one,  Go,  and  he  goeth  ; 
*^  iQ.anQUier,  Come,  and  he  comecb:"  meaning,  that  as  his  foi* 
diers  were  at  his  beck  and  command,  fo  difeafes  were  at  Chrift's 
beck,'  to  come  and  ge  as  be  ordered  them. 

-(2.)  St  tidy  thetvifdom  ofChrift  in  the  contrivance  ef  your 
troubles*  And  his  wifdom  (hines  out  many  ways  in  them :  it 
is  evident  in  chufingfuch  kinds  of  trouble  for  you;  this,  and 
not  that,  becaufe  this  is  more  apt  to  work  upon,  and  purge  out 
the  corruption*  that  mofV  predominates  in  you  :  In  the  Agrees 
of  your  troubles,  fiifiering  them  to  work  to  fuch  a  height,  elfe 
not  reach  their  end;  but  no  higher,  left  they  averwhehn  you. 


Sekm.  XVW  The  Fountain  <f  Life:  139 

(31)  Study  the  tendemefs  and  compajji^ns  of  Chrtfi  tiver  hit 
affli^edn  O  think  if  the  Devii  had  but  the  mixing  of  my  cup, 
how  much  more  bitter  would  he  make  it !  There  would  doc  , 
be  one  drop  of  mercy,  no,  not  of  fparing  mercy  in  it,  which 
is  the  lowed  of  all  forts  of  mercy  :  buthere  ismuch  mercy  mixed 
with  my  troubles ;  there  is  mercy  in  this,  that  it  is  no  worie*- 
•Am  I  affllfled  I  *'  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercy  I  am  notcoufumed," 
Lam.  iii.  2.  It  might  have  been  hell  as  well  as  this;  there  is 
mercy  in  his  fupports  under  ir.  Others  have,  and  i  might  hav« 
been  left  to  fink  and  periih  under  my  burdens.  Mercy ^  in  de- 
livei::anceout  ofit;  this  might  have  been  everlafliQgfdark:ne&, 
that  fliould  never  have  had  a  morning.  O  the  tendernefs  of 
.  Chrift  over  his  afflifted  ! 

(4.)  Study  the  hve  rf  Chrtfi  to  thyfouh  «»  qffli6lion.  Did  he 
not  Jove  thee,  he  would  not  fancVify  a  rod  to  humble  or  reduce 
thee,  bat  let  thee  alone  to  periih  in  thy  fin,.  Rev.  lii.  1 9.  "Whom  . 
*•  I  love,  1  rebuke  and  chaften."  This  is  the  device  of  love,  to 
recover  thee  to  thy  God,  and  prevent  thy  ruin.  O  what  aa 
advantage  would  it  be  thus  to  ftudy  Chrift,  in  all  your  evils  that 
bcfal  you  I 

2*  Eye  afidfiudy  Chrift  in  all  the  good  you  receive  from  the 
hand  of  providence.  Turn  both  fides  of  your  mercies,  and  view 
them  in  all  their  lovely  circum fiances. 

(i.y  Eye  them  in  their  fuitablenefs ;  how  conveniently  pro- 
vidence hath  ordered  all  things  for  thee.  Thou^  haft  a  narrow 
heart,  and  a  fmall  eftate  fuitable  to  it:  Hadft  thou  more  of  the 
world,  it  woOld  be  like  a  large  fail  to  a  little  boat,  which  would 
quickly  pull  thee  under  water :  thou  haft  that  which  is  moft ' 
Suitable  10  thee  of  all  conditions. 

(2.)  Eyethefeafonabienefs  of  thy  mercies^  how  they  are  timed 
to  an  hour.  Providence  tarings  forth  all  its  fruits  in  due  fear 
ion. 

(3.)  Eye  the  peculiar  nature  of  thy  mercies.  Others  have 
common,  thou  fpecial  ones ;  others  have  but  a  fingle,  thou  a 
double  fweeinefs  in  thy  enjoyments,  one  natural  from  the  mat* 
.ter  of  it,  another  fpiritual  from  the  way  in  which,  andxnd  for 
ivhich  it  cooies^ 

(4.)  Obferve  the  order  in  which  providence  fends  your  mercies. 
See  how  dne  is  linked  ftrangely  to  another,  and  is  a  door  to 
let  in  many..  Sumetimes  one  mercy  is  introdudive  to  a  thou* 
land.    ../       • 

( 5  )  And  laft ly ,  Qbfenve  the  conflancy  of  them,  "  they  are  «ew 
*•  every  morning,"  Lam.  iii.  as*  How  afliduoufly  doth  God 
▼ifu  thy  foul  and  body  i  Think  with  thy  feliP,  if  there  be  but  a    .^ 


^  .1 
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fafpeofioA  of  the  care  of  Chrift  for  ooe  boar,  that  hour  would 
be  thy  ruio.  Thoufaods  of  evils  ftaod  round  about  thee»  watch> 
ing  when  Chrift  will  but  remove  his  eye  from  th«c,  that  they 
may  ruAi  in  and  devour  theei 

Could  we  thus  ftudy  the  providctice  of  Chrift  in  all  the  good 
and  evil  that  befals  us  in  the** worlds  then  in  every ^ftate  we 
Ihould  be  content,  Phil*  iv.  1 1«  Then  we  (hould  never  be 
flopt,  but  furthered  in  our  way  by  all  ihat  falls  out ;  then  would 
our  experiences  fwcll  to  great  volumes,  which  we  might  carry 
to  heaven  with  us ;  and  then  (hould  we  anfwer  all  Chrill's  ends 
in  every  ftate  he  brings  us  iato*  Do  this,  and  fay,  Thanks  bt 
to  God/or  Jefus  Chrift  i 


SERMON      XVIII. 

Opens  the  Ncceffity  of  Chrift's  Hutniliation,  in  order 
to  the  Execution  of  all  thcfe  his  bleflcd  Offices  •fof 
us;  and  particularly  of  his  Hunailiation  by  Incarna- 
tion. 

ViML.  ii.  8»  And  heing  jmnd  in  jajhion  as  a  rnan,  he  humbled 
him/elf ^  and  became  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  <f  the 
crofs* 

"Y"  O  U  have  heard  how  Chrift  was  invefted  with  the  ofEqcs 
'*'  of  prophet,  prieft,  and  king,  for  the  carrying  on  the 
Uefled  defign  of  our  redemption  ;  the  execution  of  thefe  offi-  . 
ecs  neceflarily  required  that  he  (hould  be  both  deeply  abafed^ 
and  highly  exalted.  He  cannot,  as  bur  Priejl,  offer  up  him*- 
fclf  a  fecrifice  to  God  for  us,  except  he  be  humbled,  and  hum- 
bled to  death.  He  cannot,  as  a  King^  powerfully  apply  the 
virtue  of  that  his  facrifice,  eKcept  he  be  exalted,  yea,  highly 
exalted^  Had  he  not  ftooped  to  the  low  eftate  of  a  man,  he 
had  not,  as  a  Priefty  had  a  facrifice  of  his  own  to  offer ;  a&  a 
Prophet,  he  had  not  been  fir  to  teach  us  the  will  of  God,  fo  as 
that  we  fhould.be  able  to  bear  it;  as  a  King^  he  had  not  been 
d  fu  table  head  to  the  church :  and,  had  he  not  been  highly  exi- 
alted,  that  facrifice  had  not  been  carried  within  the  vail  before 
the  Lord.  Thofe  difcoveries  of  God  could  not  have  been  ««f- 
verfal^  efeSfual  and  abiding.    The  goveramcm  of  Chrift,  could 


SBR-ii.  XVni;  The  FaunUin  of  Lift.  241 

ijot  have  fccured,  protefted,  and.  defended  the  fubjcfts  of  hi$ 
kingclom. 
,  The  infinite  wUHom  profpefting  all  thi«,  ordered  that  Chrift 
fiiould  firft  be  deeply  humbled,  then  highly  exalted:  both 
which  dates  of  Chrift  are  prefentcd  to  us  by  the  apoftie  in  this 
tontext. 

'  He  that  intends  to  buUd  high,  lays  the  foandation  deep  and 
low.  Chrift  muft  have  a  diftinft  glory  in  heaven,  tranfcend- 
hig  that  of  angels  and  men,  (for  the  faints  will  know  him  from 
all  others  by  his  glory,  as  the  fan  \i  known  from  the  lefler 
ftars.)  And,  as  he  muft  be  exalted  infinitely  above  them,  fo  he 
muft  firft,  in  order  thereunto,  be  humbled  and  abaied  as  much 
bdo\fr  them  :  **^  His  form  was  marred  more  than  any  man's,  and 
"  his  vifege  more  than  the  fons  of  men."  I'he  ground  colours 
are  a  deep  (able,  which  iafterward  are  laid  on.  with  all  the  fplea« 
dor  and  glory  of  hefliven.  ^ 

Method  requires  that  we  firft  fpeak  to  this  ftate  of  Humili^ 
iUiorir 

'  And,  to  that  purpofc,  I  have  read  this  faiptiirc  to  you, 
which  prcfents  you  the  Son  un4er  an  :(almoft)  total  eclipfc. 
He  that  was  beautiful  and  glorious,  Ifa.  iv.  2,  yea,  glorious 
fcsth«only  begotten  of  the  Father,  John  i.  14.;  yea,  *theglory, 
James  ii,  i. ;  yea,  the  fplcndor  and  **  brightnefi  of  the  Father's 
*'  glory,"  Heb.  i.  3.  was  fo  vailed,  clouded,  and  debafed, 
that  he  looked -flbt  like  himfelf ; .  a  God,  no,  nor  fcarce  as  a  man ; 
ffer,  with  reference*  to, this  humbled  ftate,  it  is  feid,  Pfal.  xxii.  6. 
*'  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man;"  y.  d.  rather  write  me  worm,  ^ 
than  man :  I  am  become  an  ahjeA  among  men  f ,  as  that  word, 
ifa.  Hm.  3.  Tignlfies.  This  humiliation  of  Chrift  we  have  here 
txprefled,  in  the  nature,  degrees,  and  duration  or  continuance 
of  it. 

I .  The  nature  of  it,  tTetmtwnf  wvrtfi  he  humbled  himfclf. 
•The  word  imports  both  a  reai  and  voluntary  abafement  $, 
Hea/;  he  did  not  perfonate  a  humbled  man,  nor  aft  the  pare 
of  one,  in  a  debafed  ftate,  but  was  really,  and  indeed  humbled  ; 

-  *  The  Hebrew  words  OJ/^  lOD^I  in  Ifa.  iv.  2.  literally, 
Cgnify,  /oi-  beauty  or  fsr  glory.  The  words  Ijjo-^  H^it^  tus  ^o|i}f,  in 
James  ii.  i.  fignify,  Jefus  Chrift,  the  glory.  a^ctvyotvUu,  t«  Jijuj, 
is,  hrighfnefs  of  his  glory,     ' 

f  The  fcorn  of  men,  an  ahj eft  among  tnen.,       ^         ' 
X  Bat  he  fpeaks  hot  of  a  feigned  and  counterfeit  but  of  a  true 
SAd  real  humiliation*    Zanch.  in  loc. 
Vol.  I.   --^      -     >  H  h    . 
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aod  that  Dot  only  before  men,  but  God.  M  mao,  be  was 
bumbled  really,  as  God  in  refpeft  of  hts  manifeftatiTe  glory  \ 
and,  as  it  was  real,  (b  al(b  voluntary  :  ^  It  i$  not  faid  be  was 
^nmbled,  but^  humbled  himjeif  s  he  was  willing  to  ftoopto  thi^ 
low  and  abje£l  ftate  for  us.  And,  indeed,  the  vQlqntariDefs  of 
his  humiliation  made  it  mod  acceptable  to  God,  and  fipgak^rly 
commends  the  love  of  Chrift  to  us,  that  he  would 'chlifit  to  Aoop 
to  ail  this  jgnominy,  fofFerings  and  abafementfor  us. 

2.  The  degrees  of  his  humiliation;  it  was  not  only  (q  Io^ 
as  to  become  a  man,  a  man  under  law  %  but  he  huff|ble4  himfelf 
to  become  **  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  croC9  '- 
Here  yon  fee  the  depth  of  Chrifl's  humiltatbn,  both  fp^cifitdi 
h  was  unto  ihath^  and  aggravated^  even  the  death  of  the  crofa  ^ 
sot  only  to  become  a  man  but  a  dead  corps,  and  that  too  hanging 
en  a  tree,  dying  the  death  of  a  miedefaftor. 

3^  The  duration,  or  continuance  of  thia  his  bnnfiiliattqn :  i; 
continued  from  xht  firit  sioment  of  his  tncarMtm^  to  the  ve- 
ry moment  of  his  i/fV^r^s^icft  and  quiekning  in  the  grave.  Sq 
the  terms  of  it  are  fixed  here  by  th^  apohle ;  from  the  time  he 
was  found  in  fafliion  as  a  man,  that  1s^  from  hts  incarnatioii^ 
unto  his  death  on  the  oofs,  wbidi  alfo  comprehetids  the  (ioo^^ 
^fbis  abode  in  the  grave;  fo  long  his  humilia49Qla(kd«  fiei^cq 
the  obferration  is,  v 

,  Doft.  Ttmt  tbefttdtrfGtrififfrtmhiscwi^ptimtohisrerf 
JitrreSion^  was  a  jlate  fsf  deep  abafem4nt  and  bumifiati^ 
en.  - 

We  m*e  now  entering  tipon  Chrtft's  humbled  ftate,  whieb  t 
(hall  caft  under  three  general  heads,  vf>.  bis  humilifktlon,  in  h  is( 
incarnation,  m  his  fife,  Md  in  his  deathi  My  prefent  work  ia  tq 
opin  Chrifji^s  kanadKatioa,  in  hts  incapnatlon,  imported  in^  tliefe 
words.  He  was  found  infaflnon  as  a  msm^  Sy  which  you  are 
dot  to  conceive  that  be  only  aflbtbeil  a  body,  as  an  affiftii^  form, 
^  appear  tranfiently  tp.  ua  in  it^  and  fo  lay  it  down  again.  % 
It  is  not  fuch  an  apparition  of  Chrift  in  the  fhape.of  a  man,  that 
^s  here  Intended }  but  t^s  true  and  ital  affumptipn  of  pur  nature, 

^       *  He  was  not  h^jmhlc^  1>y  asotber,  like  the  filled  angcla  wh<> 
were  by  God  tfirown  headlong  into  the  infernal  pit.s  Jf^iJ- 

%  In  thefe  few  wor4%  he  cpn^^rma  th^  things  he  had  (aid  before^  * 
^  tfi%  tr^e  nitttfe  of  roan  (inhiclv^^  ^alU  t/fe  firm  of  a  fcrva«i\ 
affumed  by  the  Son  of  God  tiitd  tmitj  of  perfon,  by  which  h^  waf 
made  like  to  men  in  all  thii^,  ila  excepted.    ZancL 


/whicb  wasafpecitlfMurtofhU  btfmUiatiotij  as^itW  kpiKJur  bf 
the  following  p»rti(:al«rS4 

f .  The  inedrn^aim  of  Chrift  wasa  mofl  wonderful  homUi- 
jatioadFhuni  inafisuich  as  thereby  he  h  brought  into,  the  rank 
mA  order  of  creatvres^  who  b  over  all»  ^*  God  biefied  for  erer^^' 
jlom.ix.  5.  Thisistheftftooiaiinginyflery,  i^Tim.  iu.  16;  tb^ 
^#d  (h^lild  be  tUmUk^L  in  i;he  ile&  ;  that  the  eternal  God  (bould 
tfttly  aod  properly  be  called  the  Mak  Ghrift  Jefus,  i  Tim.  ii.  j. 
Ix  was  a  woiider  to  SoUKdon,  that  God  would  dwell  in  that  (latelf 
.«nd  magnifidsBt  teniiplt  at  Jerufalem^  a  Cbron.  vi.  i  g^  '*  But  witt 
««  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  earth  1  Behold  the  hea* 
'^*  ven,  and  beaTea  of  hekveoscjifiaoc  contain  thee;  howmiidi 
''  lefs  thia  bonfe  which  I  have  built  V\  Bat  it  i^  a  far  greatbr 
^vonder,  that  God  (hould  dwell  in  a  body  of  fle0i^  and  pitch  hk 
tabernacle  with  us,  John  i.  14*  It  would  have  feeatedi  a  rude 
blarpheiny#  had  noit  the/oriptures  plairily  revealed  lu  to  hate 
ihon^t^  or  fpoken  of  the  eternal  God^  a&  born  in  tim^^  the 
world's  C^aldr.as  a  creature }  the  iliracient  of  Days,  as  In  infaat 
ofdayl* 

,  The  Heathen  Gfaaldeai  told  the  king  of  Babd,  that  the 
:**  dweHmg  of  OKb  is  adt  with  fle(h/'  Dan.  ii.  1 1.  But  now 
God  not  only  dwells  with  fleihi  but  dwelU  in  fleih;  yea»  Waa 
made  ile(h»  and  dwelt  among  us. 

For  the  fun  to  fall  frdm  its  fphere^  and  be  degraded  tntd  t 
.vandring  atom;,  for  aa  abgel  to  be  ti^rn^d  out  of  beaten^  aiid 
.be  Qonveritfd  into  i  filly  8y  or  worm,  had  been  no  fddi  gr6«c 
ab^iemeht ;  for  they  were  but  rrcat^res  before,  aitd  b  ih^y 
i^dttU  abide  fitU,  though  'tti  liH  inferior  order  or  fpHi^  of  ^et- 
tnresi  The  dtfta^cd  betMrUt  tbf  higheft  and  toweft  fpoeki  of 
creaturei*  is  but  a  6ai^  diftance*  The  angel  add  the  Woroa 
dwell  nbt  fe  far  afunder.  But  for  the  infinite  glortous  Creator 
of  all  tbio^,  to  becoil)e.a  creature^  is  a  myflery  exceeding  aU 
fcmbaa  ubderftandmg^  The  dlAance  betwixt  God  and  the 
liighelt  order  of  creature^^  is  im  infinite  diftadpe.  He  i^  biA 
^-hiinAk  himfe^i  U  bth$ld  tbe  things  that  art  done  in  heaved 
What  a  huifaUiation  then  isiti  to  behold  the  things  in  the  towd- 
world !  but  to  be  bom  into  it,  and  become  a  mim !  Gre^t  indeed 
i^  tBe  myflery  of  godlinfeis.  ^'  Betiotdi  (faith  the  propheti  I(a;  xl. 
'^  I  J,  iS.)  the  natbnsare  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  ar^^  oooii«> 
**  ted  a»  the  flnaH  dn&of  the  balance ;  he  taketb  up  the  ifles 
^  as  a  i^ery  little  ti^^  All  oatiods  before  ham  are  al  inoibtog 
''  and  ihey  are  acc0nnt6d  to  Mat  left  than  notbiog,'  and  vaoSty.** 
II,  iddeed^  .ibis  great  atid  tncompr<^eBfible  o^fcfty  willt  hiilifitf 

Hha 
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ftoop  to  iheftateaiid  condiiiofi  of  a  Cfeatttre/  we  may  eafily  be- 
lieve, that  being  once  a  creature,  he  would  cxpofe  himfeif  to 
huager,  thirft,  ihame,  fpittidg^  death^or  any  thing  but  fin.  For 
that  once  being  man,  be  ihould  endure  any  of  thefe  things,  h 
no  fe  wonderful,  as  that  he  ihould  become  a  man.  This  was 
the  low  flep,  a  deep  abafement Indeed ! 

2.  It  was  a  marvellous  humiliation  to  tht  Son  of  God,  aot 
only  to  become  a  creature,  but  an  inferior  creature,  a  man,' and 
not  an  angel.  Had  he  took  the  angelical  nature,  though  it  had 
been  a  wonderful  abafement  to  him,  yet  he  bad  ftaid  (it  I  ma^t.^ 
ipeak)  nearer  his  own  home,  and  bi?en  ibmiewhat  liker  to  a  God, 
^than  now  he  appeared,  when  he  dwelt  with  us :  for  angels  ar6 
the  higheft,  aad  moft  excellent  of  all  created  beings :  For  their 
nature,  they  are  pure /pints  s  for  their  wifdom,  intiUigences  > 
for^  their  dignity,  they  are  csAled  principalities  and  powers ;  for 
their  hahitattcns;  they  are  filled  the  heavenly  isofi  :  and  for  their 
tmpbymmt,  it  is  to  beh9ld  the  face  efCd  in  heaven.  The  high- 
'eft  [ritch^  both  of  our  holineis  and  happinefs,  ia:  th^  coming 
world,  is  exprefled  by  this,  we  (hall be  <9-«rAyfA«i,  ''equal  to  the 
'^*'  abgiels,*'  Luke  xx.  36.  As  ban  is  nothiog  to  God,  fo  he  is 
much  inferior  to  the  angels ;  fo  much  below  them,  that  he  is  ndt 
-able  to  bear  theitght  of  an  ai^et,  though  in  ahdman  (hape,  ren»- 
dering  himfelf  as  familiarly  as  may  be^to  him.  Judges  xiii.  2^ 
f*Whcn  the  Pfalmift  had  couiemplated  the  heavens^' and  viewed 
the  celeftial  bodies,  the  glorious  luminaries^  the  moon  and  fVars 
which  God  had  toade,  hecriefe  out,  PGiL  viii.  5.  **  What  isman» 
*^  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  or  the  ion  of  fl^ianthat  tboa 
•'  vifiteft  him  !"  Take  man  at  his  heft  when  became  a  perfeft 
and  pure  piece  otft  of  bis  Maker^s  hand,  in  the  Oate  of  innocency  ^ 
yet  he  was  inferior  to  angels.  They  always  bare  the  image  of 
God,  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than  man,  as  being  wholly  (plrit** 
iial  fubftances,  and  fo  more  lively  re^refenting  God,  than  man* 
could  do,  whoie  noble  foul  is  immers'd  in  matter,  and  clo&d  up 
m  flefti  and  blood:  yet  Cbrift  chufeth  this  inferior  order  and 
ipecies  of  creatures,  and  pafleth  by  the  angelicalnature ;  Helx 
ii.  16.  f'He  took  not  on  him  thd  nature  of  angels,  but  the  feed 
*'  of  Abraham." 

3,'  Moreover,  Jelus  Chrift  did  not  only  negleft  the  ai^elicaF^ 
andaflume  the  human  natures  but  he  alfo  afliimed  the  hu- 
man nature^  after  fin  had  blotted  the- original  glory  of  it,  and 
withered  up  the  beauty  and  excellency  thfereot  For  he  came 
ndt  in  our  nature  befcre  the  fall,  wHilft  as  yet  its  glory  waa 
feefh  ia  it ;  but  he  came,  as  the  apoflle  %eaksj  Ro^m.  vlii.  .^ 
*\  la  the  likeneis  of  finful  Sa&^^  i.  e.  in  flelh  that  had  the 
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^mafks,  and  miferabk  diedls,  and  cdnfeqaefits  of  fib  n^fiba  \t.  I 
fay  not  that  Chrift  affaro«d  finful  flfe(h,  or  flefe  really  defiled 
by  fia.  That  which  was  born  of  the  Virgin  was  a  holy  things 
For  by  the  power  of  the  Higheft  (whether  by  the  caergcticd 
command  and  ordination  of  the  Holy  Ghofl»  as  iome  ;  or  by 
hisbenedlftion  andblclfing,  I  here  diipute  not)  that  whcrcdF 
itfae  body  of  Chrift  was  to  be  formed,  was  fo  fandiified,  that 
no  taint  or  fpot  of  original  pollution  remained  in  it. .  But  yet 
,thongh  it  had  not  intrinfical  native  undeajinefs  in  it^  'it  had  the 
.effedb  of  fin  upon  it;  yea,  it  was  attended  with  the  whole 
troop. of  human  infirmities,,  thatTm  atlirft  let  into  our  tiomr 
moa  nature,  fuch  as,  hunger,  thtrft,  wearincfs^pain,  morta> 
^ity,  and  all  theie  tiatural  weaknefles  and  evils  that^ldg  our  mi- 
icrable  natures,  and  make  them  groan  from  day .  to  day  undet- 
.them.   •     :.  ;   .     '; 

By  rcafon  whereof,  though  he  was  not  a  finncr,  yet  he  look- 
^diikebne:  and  they  that J&w  and  converfed  with  him,  took 
iiimfor  a*fii]toe:r;>ieeingall  thefeeffeAsof  fin  upon  him.  In 
4heie  things  he  came  a$  near  to.ftn  a^  hisholinefs  could  admit. 
O  what  a  iloop  was  this !  to  be  mad<c  in  the  iikenef^  of  fle(h, 
itbough  the  innocent  fidb  of'  Adam,  had  been  much ;  but  to 
.be  made  in  tbejikeirer^  of  finful  Hcfti,  the  ilefii  of  finners,  re'' 
.bcls ;  flefb,  though  not  defikd^  yet  m\iex%b\y' defaced  by  fin  I 
O  what  is  this!  aUd  who  can  declare  it!  And  indeed,  ifbewiH 
be  a  Mediator  of  reconciliation,  it  wias  necefiary  it  (houid  be 
io.  It  behoved  him  to  afiume  the  fame  nature  i^at  finned,  to 
make  (atisfaAion  in  it.  Yea,  thcfc  finlefr infirmities  were  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  afiumed  with  the  nature^  forafmuch  as  his  bearing 
them  was  a  patt  of  his  humiliation,  and  went  to  make  up  fatis- 
.faiftion  for  lis.  Moreover,  by  them  our  High-prieft  w^rs  quali- 
iied  from  his -own  experience,  and  filled  with  tender  compaffioa 
:io  «$:-  • 

-  Bur.O  the  admirable  condcfceofions  cf  a  Saviour,  to  take  fuch 
a  nature !  to  put  on  fuch  a  garment  when  lb  very  flnxan  and 
ragged  !  Did  this  become  the  Son  of  God  to  wear  ?  O  grace  un- 
searchable !  '  .  T 
;  4,  And  yet  more,  by  this  his  incarnation  he  was  greatly  hum- 
bled,  inafmucb  aa  this  fo  vailed,  clouded,  and  dilguiftd  \Am\ 
that  during  the  time  he  lived  here  he  looked  not  like  hiniKJf,  as 
God;  but  as  a  poor  forry  contemptible  fioncr,  in  the  eyes  of 
.the  world ;  they  fcorned  him.  This  felloiv  /aid^  Mat.  xxvi.  6  r» 
ttereby  "  he  made  himfelf  of  no  reputation,''  Phil.  ii.  6,  It  blor- 
ted  his  honour  and  reputation.  By  reafon  hereof  iie  lofl  nil  e- 
itecxn  aadhoQom:  from  thoie  that&w  him,  Mat.  7ai\.  ^5..  ^'Is 


^*  odt  tMi  the  carpenter'^  6m  V*  To  fefe  a  poor  mah  travdUog 
up  and  down  the  countt^jr,  in  hati^er»  thirft»  weiiioefs,  attead- 
tk  with  a  comrpany  of  poor  tea ;  oiie  of  Ms  conpiby  beariag 
the  bag»  and  that  which  was  pot  tH^Fciti ;  Joho  xiiL  tg.  Wbb 
tHat  had  iSsen  him,  wdttid  €V^r  havt  thoiight  lUs  had  been  tii« 
Creator  of  th^  woild,  the  Priiidb  of  th^  kbtgs  of  the  eatd^  f 
^  He  Was  d^f pHed,  zvA  we  efte^med  him  hot/'  Now  wMch 
of  yoa  is  there  that  woakl  set  rather  drafoto  eodore  mticb  ni^ 
lery  aa  a  m^n,  than  to  be  degraded  into  a  oofitenkptibie  wenft, 
that  every  body  tteads  npoo^  abd  00  maa  regards  it  \  Chrift 
looked  ib  anlike  a  G6d  in  this  habit,  that  he  was  loirce  aUcfwe4 
alie  name  of  a  maa ;  a  worik  rather  than  a  man. 

And  think  ^th  yoorTelves  now,  was  not  this  aftoniSunI; 
ielf-denial  ?  That  he,  ^bo  Anom  eternity^  had  his  Father's  finites 
and  ItoQbnrs;  he  that  fifom  the  creation  was  adored,  aad 
Wor<bi(^pedby  angels,  as  their  GM,  mdft  nbw  beiaQme  a  fbot^oot 
for  every  miferei^t  to  tread  00$  and  not  to  have  the  refpefts 
doe  to  a  maa ;  fare  ibis  was  a  deep  abafemdnt.  It  was  a  black 
doud  that  for  fo  many  years  darkned,  and  flxot  up  his  maai- 
fefliatite  glory,  thai  it  oonld  nt»t  tt&ac  otit  to  the  «i^orld ;  only 
feme  Weak  rayrof  theGodfaead(hone  to  fomefew  eyes,  ihoron^h 
the  chinks  of  hishiimaility :  As  the  douded  fan  (bthetimes  opeas 
a  littie,  and  cafts  fiime  faint  beams,  and  1%  muffled  up  agatd, 
*'  We  faw  h?8  glory,  as  of  th^  only  begotten  Sotl ;"  but-  the 
wofld  knew  faini  oKit,  Jctoi.  14.  If  a  prince  walk  upanddowh 
in  adifgulfe,  he  mud  exped  no  more  honour  thaa  a  meaii  liib|e£t. 
This  waa  the  cafe  of  bar  Loi'd  Jefns  Chrift,  tbb  difguife  made 
biinuodnteinpciMe^  and  an*objed  of  icbrn. 

;.  Agat^,  Chrift  ^as  greatl}rhdmbled  bjf  his  inGamatio&,  inr 
afmuch  as  thereby  he  was  pnrat  a  diftance  it^m  his  Faiher^  and 
^  that  ineffable  joy  and  p]eafnre  he  eternally  had  withhim.  Tbiak 
not,  redder,  bat  the  Lord  Jefus  lived  at  a  high  and  uoimitabhs 
Hit  of  communion  withGoc!  white  he  walked  here  in  thefi|Kh  : 
But  yet  to  live  by  faith,  aaChrift  here  did,  is  one  thiolg ;  and  to 
be  in  the  bofom  of  God,  &s  he  was  beforie,  is  another.  To  have 
the  ineffable  delights  of  God  perpetaated  and  continued  tQ  him, 
wtth6ntone  momenit's  interrnptidn  from  etermty,  isdnethiDg ; 
and  to  have  his  ibul  firadetimes  filled  with  the  jc^  of  th^i  lord* 
and  then  all  overcail^^tth  dbnds  of  wirath  again;  10  cry,  arid 
God  not  bear,  asheco^mplaias,  P&l.xi&xn:.  a.  nay,  tobetednc^d 
to  fuch  a  low  cfbb  of  IpiritiKil  domforti,  as  to  bfe  forced  to  cry  out 
fo  bitterly,  as  he  did,  Pial.  xxti.  i.  ''My  God,  myGod»  wht 
♦*  haft  thou  forfaken  me?"  This- was  a  thing. ChriA  4vas  verjr 
iHvic^aainted  with,  liU  he  w!as  found  in  babk  aa  a  ouuk 
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6.  And  laAIy,  it  ms  a  great  ftocip  ai»4«0ilderce|i6oaitf  Chri/I 
if  he  woaid  become  k  mao,  KO  take  bie  aatwe  frpm  fecb  obfciiiret 
patients,  and  chbfe  fnch  a  low  and  CfmteEDptthle  ftatc  m  ibis 
world  as  he  did.  Be  will  be  horn,  but  oat  pf  the  blopd  of 
nobles,  bat  of  a  poor  woman  ia  Iftfiel,  efyonftd.  tQ  a  carpQat^.t- 
yea*  and  that  too,  under  all  the  di&(ivaiH^rs  tqaagioiabje ;  not 
in  his  mother's  houie,  bntan  inn;  yea«  in  theftajlle  to^^  H^ 
fnited  all  to  that  aba&d  ftate  he  waa  deiigned  for ;  and  <»m^ 
among  us  under  all  the  huoibfiag  qirc^mAanices  imaginably » 
*'  You  know  the  grace  of  onr  I,.Qrd  Jeftif  Chrift/*  (fiHth  ttm 
npofUe)  **  hew  that  tho'  he  was  ri(h»  yiat  for  oni  k)m  he  be* 
**  came  poor/'  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  And  ibns  (  have  fliew^  yot9 
&me  few  particulars  of  Chrift%  humiliidon  in  hit  tuott'S^lioo. 
Next  we  (hall  infer  ibme  things  firom  if  that  are  pra^ical^ 

Inference  i .  Hence  v>e  gather  theftd^rfs  ancf  empleotrnfi  if 
Chrift*s  fatisfaSHm,  as  the  f»eet  fiffi.frui^  ^  Ids  wegrvaim* 
Did  man  of&od  and  violate  the  law  tif  God  ?  behold*  God  hitn*- 
ielf  is  become  man  to  repw  that  breactv  «9d  fefisff  fetr  the 
wrong  done.  The  hi^heff  honour  that  ever  the  law  of  God 
received,  waa  to  have  fuch  a  perfoo  as  the  man  QbriA  Jefual^ 
to  ftand  before  its  bar,  and  make  repavation  to  it«  This  is  cpore v 
than  If  It  had  poured  out  all  our  blood,  and  built  up  its  honocur 
upon  the  ruins  of  the  whole cre^ticai. 

It  Is  not  fo  much  to  fee  ali  the  flart  in  heaven  overcaQ,  as  to 
fee  one  fun  eclipfed.  The  greater  Cbrift  was,  thegreater  wasl^i^ 
humiliation ;  and  the  greater  his  hi^miliaiioa  wa«»  the  more  full 
and  compleat  was  his  ^tisfaJHon ;  and  the  more  o^mpleatne^a: 
there  is  in  ChriA's  fatisfkAion,  the  iQore  perfe{^  and  Acady  i% 
the  believer^  coniblation.  If  l^e  had  not  0oopl  fo  loW,/our  )0f\ 
abnd  eornfort  could  not  be  exalted  (q  high.  The  depth  of  tho 
foundation  is  the  flrength  of  the  fuperftro^re. 

it^rence  2.  DidQfriftf0rmrJkke^,fis^frMitbemaJ4fiy^ 
glory  and  dignity  he  was  fogejfei  if  in  keav^t^  fa  the  mean  and 
cMtempfiiteJlate  o/n  man  f  IVb^  a  pattern^  ^  fef-dfui^l  is 
here  frefinted  to  Chriftidns  f  What  ohjeftlon  againft,  or  ^5M^nfc% 
to  fliift  ofF  this  duty,  can  remain,  after  fnch  an  ^xampl^  a?  it 
here  propounded  ?  Brethren,  kt  me  tdl  you,  the  pagan  worl4 
Wat  never  acquainted  with  fuch  911  argument  at.  this,  topreft 
them  to  felf-denial.  Did  Cb|ift  ftoop^  and  cannot  yon  (loop  I 
did  Chiift  Adopib  n^nch,  and  cannot  you  ftoop  in  the  ieaft  ^^ 
Was  he  content  to  beeofl;iaany  tilings  a.  worm^  a  reproach,,  a 
cnHe;  and  c^woM  yoy  digeft  any  abafem<^9ts  \  Do  the  lea^t 
flights  and  negleftt  nm)ik  your  hearts,  and  poifoA  ih^cawit^ 
dlfoontenty  mailtit  and  revenge  ?  O  how  unlite  Cbrift  are  yan^  _. 


2^8-  Th€  Fountain  of  life.  Serm.  XVIII.? 

Hear ;  and  blofh  tn  hearing,  what  your  Lord  faith  in  John  xiii. 
14.  **  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Maftcr,  wafli  yout  feet  ;  ye 
•*  ought  alto  to  wafti  one  another's  feet."  **.The  example 
**  obliges  not,  (as  ♦  a  learned  man  well  obferres)  to  the  fame 
'<  individual  a^,  but  it  obliges  as  to  follow  the  reaibn  of  the 
•*  example;"  that  is,  after  Chrift's  example,  we  muft  be  ready 
to  perform  the  Imveft  aud  meaneft  offices  of  love  and  fervice  to 
one  another.  And  indeed  to  this  it  obliges  moft  forcibly  ;  for 
it  is  as  if  a  mafter  feeing  a  proud  fturdy  fervant,  that  grudges  at 
the  work  he  is  employed  about,  as  if  it  were  too  mean  andbaffe, 
(bouldcoihe  and  take  rt  out  of  his  hand ;  and  when  he  has 
cbne  it,  (hould  fay,  doth  your  Lord  and  Mafler  think  it  not 
beneath  him  to  do  it  ?  add  is  it  beneath  you  \  I  remember  it  is 
an  excellent  faying  that  f  Bernard  hath  upon  the,  nativity  of. 
Chrift ;  faith  he,  "  What  more  dcteftatle,  what  more  unworthy, 
•<  or  what  deferves  feverer  puniChmeni,  than  for  a  poor  man  to 
**  magnify  himfelf,  after  he  hath  feen  the  great  and  high  God, 
**  fo  humbled,  as  to  become  a  little  child?  It  is  intolerable 
**  impudence  for  a  worm  tofwell  with  pride,  after  it  hath  feca 
•*  majefty  emptying  itfelf;  to  fee  one  fo  infinitely  above  us,  to 
"  ftoop  fo  far  beneath  us."  O  how  Convincing  and  ihaming 
fhould  it  be  !•  Ah  how  oppofite  fliould  pridie  and  ftoutnefs  be 
to  the  fpirit  of  a  Chriftian  !  I  am  fure  nothing  is  more  fo  to  the 
fpirit  of  Chrift.  Your  Saviour  was  lowly,  meek^  felf  denying, 
and  of  a  moft  condefcending.  fpirit ;  he  looked  not  at  his  own 
things,  but  yours,  Phih  ii*  4.  And  doth  it  become  you  to  be 
proud,  felfifti,  and  flout  ?  1  remember  JcronS,  in  his  epiftle  to 
Pamachius,  a  godly  young  nobleman,  .advifed  him  to  be  cyes^ 
to  the  blind,  feet  to  the  lame ;  yea,  faith  he,  if  need  be,  I 
would  not  have  you  refufe  to  cut  wood,  and. draw  water  for 
the  faints  :  And  what,'  faith  he,  is  this  to  buffeting  and  fpitting 
upon,  to'crowning  with  thorns,  fcourging  and  dying  1  Chrift 
did  Undergo  iall  this,  and  that  for  the  ungodly, 

Injirence  2' Did  Chrifi  ftoopjo  low  as  to  become  a  man  tofava 
tLif  Then  thofe  that  perijh  under  the  Gofpely  muft  needs  perijb 
ivitbout  apology.    What  would  you  h»vc  Chrift  do  more  to  iavc 

".  *  Obiipas  nos  ad  rationem  eieempli,  magis  quam  ad  individuum 
aiium.     Chamier,  Tom.  3*  L  19.  g.  7. 

f  ^tld  magis  indtgnum^  quid  deteftandum  Mmplius,  qu$d  gra- 
vitis  punier? dum,' quam  ut  videns  Deum  parvulum  fa^um^  homo  Je 
tnagvijicei?  IntoierdhiUseftimpudentia^  ut  uhi  fefe  exinan'fvit 
majeftasy  vermiculus  infliturf  et  iniumejcdt*  .  Bsrn.  Serm*  i*  do 
Bativ4  -.•■••...•   ^   ..    .        ■  ■     . 
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you  ?  Lo,  he  batb  laid  aiide  the  robes  of  majefty  and  giory, 
put  00  your  owQ  garmeots  of  fl^(h,  came  dowa  from^his  throDe, 
^aod  brought-  falvatioa  home  to  your  own  doors.  Surely,  the 
lower  Chrift  ftoopcd  to  fave  us,  the  lower  we  ihall  fiok  uoder 
.wrath  that  ncgleft  fo  great  falvatioti.  The  Lord  Jefus  i^ 
brought  low,  but  the  unbeliever  will  lay  him  yet  lower,  ^ven 
under  his  feet ;  he  will  tread  the  Sou  of  God  under  foot,  Heb. 
tX.  28*  For  fuch  (as  the  apoftle  there  fpeaks)  is  rcferved  fome* 
thing  worfe  than  dying  without  mercy.  What  pleas  and  ex- 
cules  others  will  make  at  the  judgment- ieat,  1  know  not ;  but 
once,  it  is  evident,  you  will  be  Ipeechlefs.  And,  as  f  one  w^ll 
obierves,  the  vileft  finners  among  the  Gentiles,  nay,  the  Dc,- 
Yils  themfelves,  will  have  more  to  fay  for  themfelvcs.  than  you. 
,  I  muft  be  plain  with  you ;  I  befcech  you  cpnfider,  how  Jews; 
Pagans,  and  Devils  will  riie  up  in  judgment  againft  you.  The 
Jew  may  (ay,  I  had  a  legal  yoke  upon  me,  which  neither  I  nor 
my  Fathers  were  able  to  bear ;  Chrift  invited  me  only  into  the 
garden  of  nuts,  where  I  might  fooner  break  my  teeth  with  the 
hard  fliells  of  ceremonies,  than  get  the  kernel  of  gofpel-piomi* 
ies. — In  the  beft  of  our  facrifices,  the  fmoak  filled  our  temple ; 
fmoak  only  to  provoke  us  to  weep  for  a  clearer  manifeftation. — 
;Wc  had  but  the  old  edition  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  a  cha- 
rafter  very  darkly  intelligible  :  You  have  the  laft  edition,  with 
a  commentary  of  our  rejecfion,  and  the  world's  reception,  and 
the  Spirit's  effujion.  You  had  all  that  heart  could  wifli.  I  pc- 
fl(h  eternally,  may  the  poor  Pagan  fay,  without  all  poffibility 
,  of  reconciliation,  and  have  only  finned  againft  the  covenant  of 
yrorks ;  having  never  heard  of  a  gofpel  covenant,  nor  oJF  re- 
conciliation by  a  Mediator.  O  had  I  but  heard  one  fermoQ^! 
had  Ghrift  but  onfce  broke  in  upon  my  foul,  to  convince  me  of 
pay  undone  condition,  and  to  have  (hewn  a  righteoufnefs  to  me  I 
But  wo  is  me  !  I  never  had  fo  much  as  one  offer  of  Chrift. 
But  fo  have  I,  muft  you  fay  that  refufe  the  gofpel :  I  have, 
or  might  have  heard  thoufands  of  fermons ;  I  could  fcarce.  ef- 
cape  hearing  one  op  other  (bewiug  me  the  danqer  of  my  fin, 
and  my  neceflSty  of  Chrift.  But  notwithflanding  all  I  heard, 
I  wilfully  refolved  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  him..  I 
could  npt  endure  to  hear  ftriftnefs  preflld  upon  me  :  It  was  all 
the  hell  I  had  upon  earth,  that  I  could  not  fin  in  quiet.  Nay, 
noiay  the  Devil  himfcif  fay,  it  is  true,  I  was  ever  fincc  my  fall 
tQaltcioufiy  fet  againft  God.  But  alas !  as  foon  I  had  finned, 
t..  . 

AVide  Morning  exercife  at  St.  Giles's  In  the  Fields,  p*  356* 
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•God  t&reW  mt  out  of  b^aviea,  and  told  me  he  wotild  jie?ef  ha^ 
Ibercy  Bpoo  i&e :  and  tho*!  lived  in  the  time  of  aH  maoDcr  of 
gracious  AfpeBlatioDS,  I  fatv  facrifices  offeKd,  and  Chrift  la 
Hhe  fleAi,  aod  die  gofpd  preached ;  yet  how  could  all  this  ch^ 
'but  enrage  toe  the  more, '  to  have  God,  as- it  were,  fay, 
'Look-  here,  Satau,  I  have  provided  a  remedy  for  fio,  hot 
*fitoQe  for  thioe  !  This  let  me  upon  revenge  againft  God^  as  far 
-as  I  cotild  reach  htm.  Bat  alas  !  alas  !  had  God  entered  into 
-aoy  coveeaQt  with  me  at  all;  had' God  put  me  on  any  terms, 
-tho*  iiever  fo  hard,  for  the  obtaining  of  mercy ;  had  Chrift  bee» 
kmi  once  offered  to  rae,  What  do  you  think  would!  not  have 
tbne?  ife. 

O  poor  finners  !  Tour  damnation  is  jofl,  if  you  refufe  grace 
l>rongbt  home  by  Jefns  Chrift  himielf  to  your  very  doors.  The 
tjxA.  grant  this  may  not  be  thy  cafe  who  readeft  thefe  lines. 

Inference  4/Moreovcr;  hence  it  follows,  that  ftone  d&th^  or 
"tan  love  like  Chrift  :  His  hve  to  man  is  matchlefs.  The  free- 
tiefs,  ftrengtb,  antrquity,  and  immutability  of  ir^  puts  a  luftr^ 
on  it  beyond  all  examples.  Surely  it  was  a  flrong  love  indeed, 
that  made  htm  lay  afide  htsr  glory,  to  be  found  in  faHiion  as  a 
man,  to  become  any  thifig,  though  never  (b  much  below  him* 
felf,  for  cwr  falvation.  We  read  of  Jonathan's  loVe  to  David,. 
M^hich  pafTed  the  love  of  women ;  of  Jacob's  love  to  Rucbei^ 
Who -for  her  fake  endured  the  heat  of  fummer,  and  cold  of 
winter ;  of  David's  love  to  Abtalom ;  of  the  primitive  Chriftiani 
Jove  to  one  another,  who  could  die  one  for  another  :  but  neither 
had  they  that  to  de6y  which  Chrift  had,  nor  had  he  thofe  in- 
duccments  from  the  objeA  of  bis  love  that  they  had.  His  love^ 
Jike  htmlelf,  is  wonderful.  • 

Inference  5.  Did  the  Lord  Jefijs  fo  deeply  Aafe  and  humble 
himielf  for  us  ?  ¥niat  an  engagement  hath  he  thereby  put  en  ns^^ 
to  exalt  and  honour  him,  xuhefor  oar  fakes  was  fo  ahufed?  It  Was 
a  good  faying  of  *  Bernard,  **  By  how  much  the  viler  he  was 
•*  made  fot  me,  by  fo  much  the  dearer  he  fliall  be  to  me."  And 
O  that  all,  to  whonl  Chrift  is  dear,  would  ftudy  to  exalt  and 
^onour  him^  thefe  four  Assays. 

\.  By  frequent  and  detightful /peaking  of  him,  and  for  hefsu 
When  Paul  had  once  mentioned  his  name,  he  knows  not  how  to 
.  jpart  with  it,  but  repeats  it  no  lefs  than  ten  times  in  the  compaft 
of  teti  verfcs,  ift  i  Cor.  I.  It  was  Lambert's  motto,  **  I'^one 
V  but  Chrift,  none  but  Chrift."  It  is  feid  of  Johannes  Miha% 
that  after  his  converfion,  he  was  feldom  or  never  obferved  to 

X  ^antopro  mevilipr^  UtTHo-^emil  tiars$r.    Bern*       /  - 


meodop  the  name  of  Jefosr  bat  Ms  efe»  wobld  dr<^pr';  fe  dear 
was  Chrift  Ui  him.  Mr.  Vox  iMiver  ddakd  any  beggir  that  afkttt 
ao  alms  in  Chrift's  name,  or  for  Jefus  fake.  Julias  P^me#, 
whea  all  ifoodaded  be  w«s  dead^  hdn'g  f unsed as  bkek  ds  a 
coal  ia  the  fire,  aidaft  aioved.his  fcordled  lip8>  and  was  hea^d  to 
%»  Swee^  Jtfuiy  and  fell  afleep.  Ptotarch  ||  telte  as,  that  trMh 
4Titad  Fldmisios  bad  freod  the  poorCrect^fi»  fre^ra  the  boada^e 
.^th  which  they  had  beett  long  grotnld  by  thdr  opprediH^j  antf 
jihe  herald  wai^  tapK)chuai  hs  tluir  audtente  the  vddes  6f  peae<!, 
J&ebad  concluded  for  tHem,  they  fb  pr^fied  apoQ  hko^,  (fior  htf- 
ioghalf  of  them,  able  tb  hear),  that  be  W^«  io  gr^at  danger  fb 
have  lofi  his  life  in  the  preis ;  att  laft,  readidg  thdin  ^  {tc^^ 
time,  when  Ihcy  cane  to  ander/hmd  dldiifflly  how  tfteir  cafe 
fioody  they  ihou ted  for  joy,  crymg;  t.^isti  '^tntf^  ''a'SiVirJof, 
*'  a  Saviodr,"  that  they  made  the  very  he^ti^iK}  r>dg  agaia  witfk 
tfadr  acdamatiooa,  asd  the  «^ry bird^  fell  dowo^  afloififhed.  htA 
•11  that  night  the  poor  Oredaii^,  with  inftrosjents^  of  tmifid, 
and  foi^s  of  pnaife,  danced  aod  f^g  abotfc  his  ttft^f,  ^tottin^ 
him  as  a  god  th»t  bid  delivered  rhe».  But  fur^ty  yoii>  hsvl 
more  reafoa  to  be  exaltiog  the  aachiM-  of  yotfr  £ihfa(ibd,  wix^ 
it  d  dearer  rate,  badi  frred  fottfrom  ar  more  d^eadfut  bof^ddge*. 
,  O  yc  that  hive  efeaped  the  eternal  wnrh  of  G^,  by  fhe  bumili- 
atiott  of  the  Son  of  God,  extol  yoqr  greal  Redeemer,  ^ad  for  (<ver 
^ekbr^te  his  prailes !  *  * 

2*  By  aBingy9urfaUh%nhim,f^  -^haffbi^er  heiin  theprmtnfik 
yet  wnacam^^d.  Ia  this  yo«  iee  die  great  aod  moft  difficak 
prdmiie  felfilled.  Gen.  m.  15.  "  The  feed  of  the  w^oiailr  (haR 
*•'  brckk  ttaeferpeot's^heikl;"  which  ebn talked  thisf  litercyof 
Cbftflfrincaraatioii  for  o&  in  it  3  I  fay,  yott  fee  thrs  follilled  1 
and  feeing  that  which  Wi9s  moft  hnprobable  and  dMfiecilt  is  icfttA 
to  pafs,  even  Chrift  come  in  the  flefh,  methinks  our  unbelief 
flionld  bsremowid  for  ever,  and  aH  other  prosnfei? the  more^bafily 
believed.  It  feemedimich  more  improbaMe  ^md  tiiipoilible  to 
rea(bn,  that  God  (boald  become  a  man,  ^d.ftoop^  to  the  condi- 
tion of  a  creature,  than  being  a  man,  to  perform  ail  that  good 
which  his  incarnation  and  death  procured.  Unbelief  ufually 
argues  from  one  of  thefe  two  grounds,  Can  God  do  this  ?  or, 
"Will  God  do  that  ?  It  is  qaeftioning  either  his  power  or  his  will: 
but  after  this,  let  it  ceafe  for  ever  to  cavil  againft  either,  Hia 
power  to  fave  (hould  never  be  queftioned  by  any  that  knpw 
what  fuficrings  and  infinite  burdens  he  fupported  in  our  nature  : 
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and  farely  his  wUltiignefs  to  lave  (hooid  never  bepct  tq  a  qneftiont 
by  any  that  conlider  how  low  he  was  content  to  fioop  iofi  otir 
iakes. 

3.  By  drawing  nigh  to  God  with  delight,  **  throogh  the  veil  of 
"  Chrift's  flefti,"  Heb.  x.  19.  God  hath  made  this  fletti  of 
Chrift  a  veil  betwixt  the  brightoefs  of  his  glory  and  ns  :  it  ferves 
to  rebate  the  unflipportabie  glory,  and  alio  to  give  admiffion  to 
U,  as  the  veil  did  in  the  temple.  Through  this  body  of  tUttt, 
^hich  Chrift  afTumed,  are  all  decurfus  et  recurfus  gratiarum^ 
*'  outlets  of  grace  from  God  to  us,  and  through  it,  al(o»  muft 
''  be  all  our  returns  to  God  again/'  It  is  made  the  great  me* 
dium  of  our  communion  with  God. 

4.  By  applying  yourfehes  to  htm,  under  all  temptations, 
vtants  and  troubles,  of  what  kind  foever,  as  to  one  that  is  ten* 
derly  fenfible  of  your  cafe,  and  mojt  willing  and  ready  to  relieve 
you,  O  remember,  this  was  one  of  the  inducements  that  per- 
fuaded  and  invited  him  to  take  your  nature,  that  he  might  be 
furnifhtd  abundantly  with  tender  compaflton  for  you,  from  the 
fenfe  he  ftiould  have  of  your  infcmities  in  his  own  body  *.  Heb. 
si.  17.  *'  Wherefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  n^t  like 
*'  unto  his  brethren,  that  he  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful 
^*  High-prieft,  in  thing?  pertaining  to  God,  to  make  reconcili-- 
**  ation  for  the  fills  of  the  people."  Yon  know  by  this  argument 
the  Lord  prefTed  the  Ifraelities  to  be  kind  to  Arangers ;  for, 
(fdth  he),  **  you  know  the  heart  of  a  (Vranger,"  Exod.  xxii, 
9.  ChriO*  by  being  in  our  nature,  knows  experioien tally  what 
our  wants,  fears,  temptations,  and  diilrefles  are,  and  fo  is  abte 
to  have  compafBon.  O  let  your  hearts  Work  upon  this  admira* 
Ue  cpndefcenfion  of  Chri(l>  till  they  be  filled  with  it,  and  yptir 
lipsfay,  Thanks  be  to  pod  for  Jefus  Chrift. 

*  Haud  ignara  maliy  miferis  fuccurere  ^ifco.     Virg, 
Like  you,  an  alien  in  aland  unknown, 
I  learn  to  jnty  woes,  f<>  like  miae  own.    Vrydm^, 
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.  SERMON      XIX. 

Treats  of  Christ's  Humiliation  in  his  Life. 

Phil.  ii.  8.  And  being  found  in  fdfbion  as  a  man,  he  humbled 
.*    himjelf,  and  became  obedient  to  death^  even  the  death  of  the 

.    cr^s. 

* 

THIS  ibripture  bath  been  ooce  ab-eady  under  cobiiderari* 
OQ,  and,  indeed,  can  never  be  enough  confit!ered:  It 
holds  forth  the  bumbled  ftatc  of  the  Lord  jefu?,  during  the 
time  of  bis  abode  on  earth.  The  (um  of  it  was  delivered  yoa 
before  in  this  poiilt;   * 

Doft.  That  the  flate  tf  Chrift,  from  his  concepiien  to  his 
re/urre^ion,  was  a  Jlate  of  deep  abafement  and  humili* 
ation. 

The  humiliation  of  Chrift  was*  propofed  to  you  under  thefe 
three  general  heads  or  branches;  of  his  hunuliation  in  his  in* 
carnation ;  his  humiliation  in  his  Itfe :  and  his  humiliation  ia 
his  death.  How  he  was  humbled  by  incacnation,  hath  been  o- 
pened  above  in  the  iSth  /ermon»  How.  he  was;  humbled  in  his 
life,  is  the  defign  of  this  fermon :  yet  expert  not  that  1  ihould 
give  you  here  an  exa£l  hiftory  of  the  life  of  Chrifl:.  The  fcrip- 
tures  fpeak  but  little  of  the  private  part  of  his  life/ and  it  is  not 
my  deiign  to  dilate  upon  all  the  memorable paflages  that  the  evan« 
gdifts  (thofe  faithful  narrators  of  the  life  of  Chrifl)  have  preferv- 
ed  for  us ;  but  only  to  obferve  and  improve  thofe  more  obfervable 
particulars  in  his  life,,  wherein  elpecially  he  was  humbled :  and 
iucb  are  thefe  that  follow. 

Firjf,  The  Lord  Jefus  was  humbled  in  his  very  infancy,  by  . 

his  circumcifion  according  to  the  law.    For  beiug  of  the  flock 

of  Ifrael,  he  was  to  undergo  the  ceremonies,  add  fubmit  to  the 

;^^  prdinances^l^tongiDg  tp  that  people,-  and  thereby  to  pnt  an  end 

l  to  them ;  for  fo  it  became  him  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs.    Luke 

'Ui  21.    **  And  when  eight  days  were  accompllfhed  for  the 

**  circumcifing.of  the  child,  his  name  was  called  Jefus. "    Hereby 

the  Spa  of  God  was  greatly  humbled,  elpecially  in  thefe  two  re* 


k 


I.  In  that  hereby  he  obliged  himfelf  to  keep  the  whole  law  *, 
thdogh  he  was  the  Law-maker ;  Gal.  v.  3.  "  For  I  teflify  again 
**  to  every  msui  that  is  cIrcatDci(ed»  that  be  is  t  debtor  to  do  the 
**  whole  law."  The  apoftle*s  meaoiog  is,  he  is  a  debtor  in 
regard  of  du^«  becaufe  he  that  thinks  hinfelf  bound  to  keep 
one  part  of  tne  csremontal  law,  doth  thereby  bind  himfelf  to 
keep  it  all;  for  where  all  the  parts  are  infeparably  united,  (as 
they  ita^  h  the  law  c^  God)  we  poll  all  Qpoo  us,  by  enga^g  or 
ttcddUog  with  tny  ose^  Afid  be  that  is  a  debtor  in  ihtty  to 
keep  the  whole  law,  quickly  becomes  a  debtor  in  regard  of  penal^ 
ty,  not  being  able  to  keep  any  part  of  it.  Chrift  therefore  coon- 
iifg  tf  09r  furety,  to  pay  botfathafe  debt^,  the  debt  ct  doty,  and 
the  dd>t  of  pdalty  to  the  law ;  he,  by  bid  ctrcumcifiott,  obliges 
Um&lf  10  pay  the  whole  debt  of  duty,  by  f^alBUtiig  all  rfghttf^ 
oufiitfii  9  and  thou^  his  obecKence  to  it  was  fo  exaft  attd  per* 
feA,  that  he  contraAed  no  debt  of  penalty  for  aoy  craaigtefflM 
of  his  own ;  yet  he  obliges  himfelf  to  pay  that  debt  of  penalty 
which  we  had  contraAed,  by  ffxtkting  i\  the  pAtl»  dtte  to  triaf- 
gseflors.  This  was  that  intoierabk  ycke  that  none  were  able 
to  bear  bc|^  Chri({,  A&s  xv.  10.  And  it  was  no  fm^ll  abafure 
of  Chrifi  to  bind  himfelf  to  the  law,  as  a  fubjeft  made  under 
if:  Tor  be  wss  the  Law-gi?er,  above  sdl  law:  slod  he#ekl  that 
fovereignty  of  a  God  (one  of  the  choice  flowers  In  the  crown  6t 
heaven)  was  obicured  and  veiled  by  bis  fubjeAion. 

2.  Hereby  be  was  reprefenced  to  the  world  not  only  a*  a/**- 
ftA,  but  alt>  as  a  Jtrmer  :  for  thocigh  be  was  pure  and  boly^ 
y^et  this  erdfaaoce  paffing  lypon  btm,  feens^d  to  impfy  as  if  cor* 
riBpcioD  had  i&deed  beea  in  hioi,  wKich  ontflr  be  Cut  ofi^  byt 
OKR-iificatioa.  For  ,this  wm  tbe  mj&erf  principally  i^^teBded 
by^drouncfffoii  t :  it  ferved  10  miadadd  adasonKh  Abrabauik^ 
and  hia  feed,  of  the  natural  guiifitMfs,  uncleannefe,  and  cor^' 
ruptioD  of  their  hearts  and  lutur*^  .  80  Jer.  iv,  4.  '*  Circumeifir 
^  yontielves  unfeo  the  Lordv  and  take  away  the  foreicins  of  yotsff 
*'  hearts,  ye  me%'of  Judah ;"  i.  /.  the  fiiifiihsefe  and  corr options 
of  then.  Hence  the  rebe&ious  aiid  umnc^ified  »r«  calkd ''  AifT- 
*^  necked  iOkA  uodrcmncifed  in  bearr,"  as  It  is  Afts  vii*  ft.  And 

*  Gbffft  was  circu«icifed  and  pr^fented',  (Lufee  ii.  32.),  bceauli^ 
Jkt  became  fabjed,  oot  only  to  the  eternal  anct  morat  bw,  b«t  &!£» 
m  the  ceiiMftooial  and  every  other  diviat  kw.  Awf/.  Maditat. 
mi. 

\  Siieb  ^remomal  pl>(epvaiti<m  were  fo  many  aeluiQWIedgpnsieacr 
of  fin  ;  therefore  Chri(l,  who  was  made  fin  for  us,^  conformed  tc^ 
them  very  fuitably^    Amef.  Med*  p.  10X4 
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«is  It  ferved  to  conviiice  of  natural  uodeanQcis,  fo  it  (ignlfibd  and 
«nd  fealfid  '^  the  putting  off^the  body  of  the  finsof  d)€  fle(h/*as 
<the  apoftle  phraleth  it,  Col.  u.  1 1.  Now,  this  beiag  ^  end  of 
^aGod  iQ  the  ioQitution  of  this  ordioaiDce  f or  Abraham  aod  hk  or* 
diuary  feed»  Chrtd,  ia  his  iofaocy,  by  fabmktiag  to  it»  did  not 
boiy  veil  his  fovereiguty  by  fabjisflioa,  but  was  alio  reprefeot** 
cd  as  a  fiaoer  to  the  world,  though  xnoft  holy  afMlpore  ia  hiai* 
fclf. 

Secondly^  ChriA  was  humbled  by  perfecutlon,  abd  that  in  the 
Very  morning  of  his  life  :  he  was  baai(Ked  almoft  as  fooa  as  bor&. 
Matth.  ii.  13.  **  Flee  into  Egypt  (faith  the  angel  to  Jofeph)  and 
*^  be  thou  there  until  i  b/ing  thee  word,  for  Herod  will  icek 
'*  the  young  child  to  dcftroy  him."  Ungrateful  H^iod !  was  this 
eptertainment  for  a  Saviour  I  what,  raile  a  country  againft  hioi, 
as  if  a  deftroyer^  rather  than  a  Saviour,  had  landed  upon  the 
coad  ?  what,  deny  him  the  prote^ion  of  tbofelaws,  under  which 
he  was  born,  and  that  before  he  had  broken  the  leaft  punQilio 
of  them  ?  The  child  of  a  be^r  may  claim  the  benefit  and  pro^ 
teAion  of  law,  as  his  birth-right ;  and  muft  the  Scm  of  God  be 
dented  it !  But  herein  Herod  liilfiiled  the  fcriptures,  wbilft  venN 
Ing  his  own  lufts  ;  fqrfo  it  was  foretold,  Jer.  xxx:i.  15^  And 
this  early  perfecution  was  not  obfcurety  hinted  ia  flie  title  of 
the  22d  Pialm,  that  pfalm  which  looks  rather  like  a  hiAory  of 
the  New,  than  a  prophecy  of  the  Old  Tcftament  j  for  as  it  cod- 
tain9  a  moft  exa£l  defcriptipn  of  Chrift's  fufKsrings,  fo  it  is  fitted 
with  a  moft  fultable  title,  Ta  the  chief  tnujkian  uf<m  j^lijekth 
Shabae,  which  fignifies  the  Hind  of  the  mornings  cw  that  deer^ 
4vhich  the  hunter  rouzes  betimes  in  the  morning,  and  finglesout 
to  hunt  down  that  day ;  and  ib  they  did  by  him,  as  the  i6tk 
verfe  will  tell  you  ;  for, /faith  he),  **  Dogs  have  (:ompa(Ied  me> 
^*  the  affembiy  of  the  wicked  have  enclofcd  me."  Upon  which 
{dufculus  fweeily  and /ingeniouOy  defcants  :  "JO  what  fweet 
**  venifon,"  (faith  hi),  •«  is  the  fle(h  of  Chrift !  abandantfy 
•*  fweeter  to  the  believing  foul,  than  that  which  the  nobles  of 
•*  this  world  clleem  moft  delicate  :  and  left  it  ihouid  want  the 
*^  highcft  and  richeft  favour  to  a  delicate  palate^  Cbrift,  oor  har^ 

'  X  0  vere  arvinam  Chriflt  earnemy  anma  fidcli  longe  fapidh" 
rem  ea^  quarf{  hujus  mundl  nohites  in  deliciis  hahent^     ac  ne  quid 

jfdpori  ac  guflpi  deiicatQ  deejfety  non  JimpUciier  occifa  eji  npjftra 
cerva^  fed  ^niea  lene  i^gltata  :  quemadntodum  Jilent  magnates^ 
ifenando  et  agitando,  antequam  caplant  et  oceiaantj  carn^m  cer- 
vinam.fuaviQrem,  molliar^ni^  ac  dellcatiorem  rediere,  Mufc^  in 
loc. 
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f'  was  oot'ody  kiUed  but  hunted  to  the  purpofe  before  be  was 
'*  killed;  even  as  great  men  ufe,  by  huDting  and  chafing,  before 
"  they  cut  the  throat^of  the  deer,  to  render  its  flefli  more  fwect, 
^*  tender,  and  delicate :"  Thus  wias  Chrift  hunted  betimes  oQt 
of  the  country  he  was  born  in.  And,  no  doubt,  but  where 
fuch  dogs  fcent  and  wind  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  any,  they  would 
purfue  them  alfo  to  deftruftion,  did  not  a  gracious  Providence 
rate  them  off.  But  to  return,  how  great  a  humiliation  is  this  to 
the  Son  of  God,  not  only  to  become  an  infant,  but  in  his  in- 
fancy, to  be  hurried  up  and  down,  and  driven  out  of  his  owa 
land  as  a  vagabond ! 

Thirdly^  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrlft  was  yet  more  humbled  in  his 
Ufe,  by  that  poverty  and  outward  nieannefs  which  all  along  at- 
tended his  condition :  he  lived  poor  and  low  all  his  days,  io 
fpeaks  the  apoAle,  2  Cor.  viii.  9.  **  Though  he  was  rich,  yet 
**  for  our  fakes  he  became  poor ;"  fo  poor,  that  he  was  never 
owner  of  a  houfc  to  dwell  in,  but  lived  all  his  days  in  other 
mens  houfes,  or  lay  in  the  open  air.  His  outward  conditioa 
was  more  neglefted  and  delHtute  than  that  of  the  birds  of  the 
air,  or  bea(i$  of  the  earth ;  fo  he  told  that  fcribe,  who  pro- 
felTed  fuch  rcadinefs  and  refolutjon  to  follow  him,  but  was  fooa 
cooled,  when  Chrift  told  him,  Matthi  viii.  20.^  "  The  foxes 
**  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nelts ;  but  the  Son 
"  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head."  It  was  a  common 
iaying  among  the  Jews,  when  the  MeJJiah  cfmies^  he  will  not  find 
a  place  to  fit  down  in  *.  Sometimes  he  feeds  upon  barley-bread 
and  broiled  fifh  ;  and  fometimes  he  was  hungry,  and  had  no- 
thing to  eat,  Mark  xi.  12.  As  for  money,  he  was  much  a 
Jrtranger  to  it ;  when  the  tribute-money  was  demanded  of  him, 
lie  and  Peter  were  not  fo  well  furoilhed  to  make  half  a  crown 
;betwixt  them  to  pay  it  f ,  but  muft  work  a  miracle  for  it,  Mac. 
xvli.  ult.  He  came  not  to  be  miniftred  unto,  but  to  miniftcr, 
Mat.  XX,,  28.  not  toamafs  earthly  treafures,  but  id  beftpw  hea» 
venly  ones.  .  His  great  and  heavenly  foul  negjef^ed  aind  defpif- 
icd  thoi^  things,  that  too  many  of  his  own  too  much  admire  and 
profecute.     He  fpent  not  a  careful  thought  about  ihofc  things 

*  This  paffagc  is  raanifeftly  taken  from  among  thefe  which  the 
Jews,  even  then,  carried  about  as  traditions  of  the  fathers,  con- 
cerbing  the  coming  of  the  MeiEah  ;  and  is  applied  accordingly, : 
fuch  was  the  faying  of  the  Gemarifts,  that  when  he  Came,  there 
■would  not  be  a  place  for  him  to  fit  down,  or  to  reft  his  body  on^ 
Meinfius  on  this  pajfage. 

f  The  word  'S.rnrmf,  which  ih'Matth.  xvii^  ^7:  is ' rendered  <r 
piece  rf  m^ffey,  contained  two  drachmas,  and  was  Jin  value  2  a  6  Jf« 
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that  eat  ap  tboufaods  and  ten  thoufands  of  our  thoaghts.  In* 
deed  he  came  to  be  humbled,  and  to  teach  meri^  by  his  example 
the  vanity  of  this  world,  and  pour  contempt  upon  the  enfna^"> 
ing  glory  of  it ;  and  therefore  went  before  us  in  a  :|:  chofen  and 
voluntary  poverty :  yet  he  lived  not  a  mendicant  life  neither  ; 
but  was  fometimes  fed  by  ordinary,  and  ibmetimes  by  miracul* 

.ous  and  extraordinary  ways.  He  had  wherewith  to,  (upporl 
that  precious  body  of  his,  till  the  time  was  came  to  olFer  it  up 
to  God ;  but  would  not  indulge  arid  pamper  that  flcfh,  which 
he  purppfejy  aflumed  to  be  hqmblcd  in.    . 

Fourthly,  Our  dear  Jefus  was  yet  further  humbled  in  his  life, 

rby  the  horrid  temptations  wherewith  Satan  aflaulted  him,  thaa 
which  nothingcould  be  more  grievous  to  his  holy  heart  ||.  The 
EvangeliA  gives  us  an  account  of  this  in  Luke  iv*  from  the  firft 
to  the  fourteen  verfe ;  in  which  context  you  fiddhow  the  bold 
and  envious  fpirit  meetsthe  Captain  of  oytr  falvatiou  in  the 
field,  comes  up  with  him  in  the  wildernefs,  whea  he  was  (blitary, 
and  had  not  a  fecond  with  him,  ver.  i.  tliere  he  keeps  him  fail- 
ing forty  days  and  forty  nighty,  t0.  prepare  him  to  clofc, with 
his  temptation:  all  this  while  Satan 'Wa^ pointing  and  edging 
that  temptation,  with  which  at  laft  he  refoIvXs  to  try  the  breaft 
of  Chrift  by  a  home  thruft,  verfe  z*  By  this  time'  he  fuppoies 
Chrifl  wa$  hungry  (as  indeed  he  was)  and  now  he  thought  it  was 
time  to  make  his  aflanlt,  which  he  doth  ina  very  fui  table  temp« 
tation  at  firft,  and  with  variety  of  temptations,  trying  feveral 

:tveapons  upon  him  afterwards.  But  when  he  had  made  a 
thruft  at  him  with  that  firft  weapon^  in  which  he  efpccially 
trufted  **  comoxand  that  thefe  ftones  may  be  made  bread,"  ver. 
3.  and  faw  how  Chrift  had  put  it  by,  ver.  4.  then  he  changes 
poftures,  and  ajpiults  him -with  temptations  to  blafpheitiy,  even 

'  *•  to  fall  down  and  wor(hip  the  Devil."    But  when  he  faw  he 

<<;ottldfaAen  nothing  on  him,  that  he  was  as  pure  fountain  water 
in  a  chrlfial  phial,  how  much  foever  agitated  and  fliaken,  no 
dregs,  or  filthy  fcdiment  would  rife,  but  he  remained*  pure  Ml : 
I  fay,,  feeing  tni$,  he  makes  a  politic  retreat,  quits  the  field  for  a 

Teafon,  ver.  13.  yet  leaves  it  cum  ammo  revert endi,  with  a  reib* 

X  Chrift*8  poverty  was  not  in  confequence  of  any  fiogular  vow,  ot 

.like  that  of  a  mendicant,     Atnef\Med,  p.  104. 

:,  \  It  is  the  fulleit  and  rnofl:  ordinary  fe^fon  for  Saun  to  temjll^ 
when  he  fees  men  hungeriivg  and  thtrfling  after  temppral  thipgs  ;  as 
the  fowler  prepares  his  net  efpecially  in  the  winter  fea(on,  when  ibt 

.  birds  have  npthing  to  eat.'    Stapie.tonh  prompiK  f*  418* 
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lotioflf  to  return  to  him  again.  And  thus  was  our  blefled  Lord 
Jcfus  humbled  by  the  temptations  of  Satan :  and  what  can  ycm 
imagine  more  burdenlbme  to  him  that  was  brought  op  from  e* 
tcmity  with  God,  delighting  in  the  holy  Father,  to  be  now  ftiiit 
into  a  wildernefs  with  a  Devil,  there  to  be  baited  fo  many  days, 
and  have  his  ^xs  filled,  though  not  defiledy  with  horrid  blafphe- 
:my ;  quantum  mutatus  ab  illo  ?  O  how  was  the  cafe  altered  with 
Chrift !  from  what,  to  what  was  he  now  come  ?  A  chafte  wo- 
man would  account  it  no  common  mifery  to  be  dogged  up  and 
down,  and  folicitcd  by  fome  vile  ruffian,  though  there  were  no 
danger  of  defilement. 

A  man  would  account  It  no  fmall  unhappinefs  to  be  (hat  up 
•five  or  fix  weeks  together  with  the  Devil,  though  appearing  in 
a  human  fhape,  and  to  hear  no  language  but  that  of  hell  fpokeo 
all  that  time;  and  the  more  holy  the  man  is,  the  more  would 
he  be  a/Bided  to  hear  fuch  blafphemies  malignai;itly  fpat  upon 
the  holy  and  reverend  name  of  God  ;  much  more  to  be  foli- 
cited  by  the  Dievil  to  join  with  him  in  it :  This  I  fay  would 
be  accounted  np  fmali  mifery  for  a  man  to  undergo.  'How 
great  a  humiliation  then  mufl  it  be  to  the  great  God,  to  be 
humbled  to  this !  to  fee  a  flave  of  hishoufe,  fctiing  upon  hira- 
ielf  the  Lord!  His  jailor  coming  to  take  him  prifoner,  if  be 
can  1  A  bafe  apofiate  fpirit,  daring  to  attempt  .fuch  things  as 
tbeie^upoh  him  !  Surely  this  was  a  deep  abafement  to  the  Sod 
ofC5od, 

Fifthly,  Our  blefled  Lord  Jefus  was  yet  more  humbled  iii  Ws 
life  than  all  this,  and  that  by  his  own  SympAthywith.  others, 
under  all  the  burdens  that  made  them  groan.  For  he,  much 
m^e  than  Paul,  could  fay,  who  is  affli6ied,  and  I  burn  not  P  He 
li  rti  all  his  time  as  it  were  in  an  hofpital  amoug  the  fick  and 
v^aundedt  And  fo  tender  was  his  heart,  that  every  groan  for 
iin,  or  under  the  efFefts  of  fin,  pierced  him  fo,  that  it  was  troljr 
•fiud,  **  himfelf  bare  our  fickneflcs,  and  took  our  infirmities. 
Mat.  viii.  *i  6.  1 7.  It  was  fpoken  upon  the  occafion  of  fome  poor 
creatures  that  were  poffcfiTed  by  the  Devil,  and  brought  to  him 
to  be  difpofltfled.  It  is  faid  of  him,  John  xi.  33.  "  That  wheh 
**  he  faw;  Mary  weeping,  and  the  Jews  alfo  weeping  which  came 
?*  with  her,  he  grpaned  in  the  Spirit,  and  wa?  troubled."  And 
^^^'  35-  7^/^^  "^^P^  •  y^^>  his  heart  flowed  with  pity  for  them 
liiat  had  not  one  drop  of  pity  for  themfelves.  Witnefs  his  tears 
fpent  upoil  Jerufalem,  Luke  xix..  41,  42.  He  forefaw  the 
aiHery  tliat  was  coming,  though  they  never  forefaw,  nor  feared 
it.  O  how  it  pierced  him  to  think  xof  the  calamities  hanging 
over  that  great  clcy  I  Yea,  he^maoraed  for  theoi  that  cottld  not 
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mouni  for  their  own  iinsi  Therefore  it  is  faid  Mark  iii.  5* 
**  He  was  grieved  for  the  bardnels  of  the  peoples  heaits*"  So 
that  the  commeaclatioa  of  a  good  piiyficlaDy  that  he^doth  95  it 
were  die  with  every  patient,  was  moft  applicable  to  our  teo^err 
bearted  phyiiciaD.  This  was  One  of  fihoie  things  that  pa^df 
bim  "  a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted  with  griefs/*  ^For  .thj^ 
more  holy  any  is,  the  more  he  is  grieved  and  ai&ided  for  jtb(8 
|]QS  of  others ;  and  the  mqre  tender  any  man  is,-  the  more  heas 
pierced  with  beholding  the  miferies  that  lie  upon  others.  A«id  / 
it  is  fure^  never  any  he$u-t  more  holy,  or  cnore  feniible  tender 
^d  compaffionate  than  Chrid's. 

Sixthly,  Laftly,  That  which  yet  helped  to  humble  him  low* 
cr,  wa$  the  ungrateful,  and  moft  bafe  and  unworthy  entet^tain* 
ment  the  world  gave  him^  He  was  not  received  or  treated  j.ik« 
a  Saviour/  but  as.  the  vileft  of  men.  One  would  think  thfit  he 
who  came  from  heaven,  '*  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  for  oiany,'' 
Mat.  xx«  2^y  He  that  was,  **  not  fent  tp  condemn  the  worlds 
''  but  that  the, world  through  him  tnight  be  faved/'  John  iiit 
17.  He  that  came  "  to  diflblve  the  works  of  the  D>?vil/*  i 
Joho  iii.  8.  knock  off  the  chains,  **  open  the  prifon-doors, 
"  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,"  Iia*.lxi.  i.  I  fayi  when 
fuch  a  Saviour  arrived,  O  with  what  acclamations  of  joy,  atui 
demon  (Orations  of  thankfuloefs,  (hould  he  have  been  .received  f  . 
^  One  would  have  thought  they  (hould  even  kifs  the  ground  he 
trod  upon:  but  inftead  of  this,  he  was  hated,  John  xv.  it.  He 
was  defpifed  by  them.  Mat.  xiii..  '5J.  So  reproachied,  .that  he 
became  "  the  reproach  of  mien,"  as  who  fliQuld  fay,  a  corner  for 
every  one  to  fpit  in ;  a  butt  for  every  bafe  tdn^ue  to  (hpot^at, 
Pfal.  xxii.  6.  Accufed  of  working  his  miracles  by  the  pow(?r  of 
the  Devil,  ]^iat.  xii.  24.  He  was  trod  upon  as  a  worm,  Pfal. 
xxii.  6.  They  bufFettcd  him,  Mat.  xxvi.  67.  fmpte  him  on  th^' 
liead.  Mat.  xxvii.  30.  arrayed  him  as  a  fool,  vcr.ao.  fpat  in  hjs 
face,  ver.  3?).  defpifed  him  as  the  bafeft  of  men,  •'  this  fellow 
"  faid,**  Mat,  xxvi.  61.  One  of  his  own  followers  fold  hjm, 
another  fbrfWare  him,  and  al^  fprlook  him  in  hisgreateA  troubles. 
All  this  was  a  great  abafement  to  the  Son  of  God,  who  wai 
notthus  treated  for  a  day,  or  in  one  place,  but.all  his  days,  and 
in  all  places.  **  He  endured  the  contradiflion  of  finneris  a- 
"  gainft  himfelf."  lo  ^^efe  particulars  I  have  pointed  out  to 
you  fomething  of  the  humble  life  Chrift  lived  in  the'  worjcK 
From  all  thcfe  particulars  fome  ufeful  inferences  will  be  noted. 
^,  Inference  i., From  the  firft  degree  of  Chnlt's  humiliation, 
in  fubmitting  to  be  circujncifed,  and  thereby  oblising  hwf^^ 
:         Kk  a/  •         ' 
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to  faifil  the  whole  law,  it  followed,  thatjujlice  ttfelfmayfet  bath 
hand  and  feal  to  the  acfuittances  and  difcbargcs  of  beitevers. 
Chrift  hereby  obliged  himfelf  to  be  the  law's  pay-mafter,  to  pay 
its  xxxmofk  demand;  to  bear  that  yoke  of  obedience  that  never 
toy  before  him  could  bear.  And  as  his  circumdfioii  obliged 
him  to  keep  the  whole  law ;  fo  he  was  moft  precife  and  panflual 
in  the  obiervation  of  it  • :  fo  exaft,  that  the  (harp  eye  of  divine 
jaftice  cannot  efpy  the  the  leaft  flaw  in  it;  but  acknowledges 
ftdl  payment,  and  {lands  ready  to  fign  the  believer  a  fall  acqait- 
tance.  Rook  iii.  25.  "  That  God  may  be  juft,  and  the  jufU- 
**  fier  of  him  that  believes  in  Jefus."  Had  not  Chrift  been 
thus  obliged,  w^  had  never  been  dif charged.  Had  not  his 
obedience  been  an  inUre,  compleat  and  perfedl  thing,  oar  jo- 
fiification  could  npt  have  been  fo.  He  that  hath  a  predons 
treafure,  will  be  loath  to  adventure  it  in  a  leaky  veflel :  wo  to 
the  holieft  man  on  earth,  if  the  fafety  of  his  precious  ioul  were 
to  be  adventured  on  the  bottom  of  the  beft  duty  that^ver 
he,  performed.  But  Chrift*s  obedience  and  righteoufnefs  is 
firm  and  found ;  a  bottom  that  we  may  fafely  adventfare  all 
.in. 

Inference  2.  From  the  early  flight  of  Chrift  into  Egypt,  we 
infer.  That  the  great  eft  innocency  and  piety  cannot  exempt  from 
perfecution  and  injury.  Who  more  ,innocent  than  Chrift  ?  And 
who  more  periecuted  ?  The  world  is  the  world  Aill.  "  I  hate 
**  given  them  thy  word,  and  the  world  hath  hated  them,*'  John 
xvii.  14,  The  world  lies  in  wait  as  a  thief  for  them  that  carry 
this  treafure ;  they  who  are  empty  of  it  may  fing  before  him, 
be  never  flops  them :  but  perfecution  follows  piety,  as  the  fliadow' 
doth  the  body.  2  Tim.  iii.  12.  "  H^  that  ^Ul  live  godly  in 
**  Chrift  Jefus,  muft  fuffer  perfecution."  Whofoever  refolves 
to  Kve  holily,  muft  never  expeft  to  live  quietly.  It  is  godlinefe, 
♦ndgodlinefs  in  Chrift  Jefus ^  i.  c.  fuch  as  is  derived  from  Chrift, 
true  godlinefs ;  and  it  is  true  godlinefs  ai  it  is  manifefted  ta 
praftice/  All  that  will  live  godly,  that  will  exert  holinefsin  their 
lives,  which  convinces  and  galls  the  coniciences  of  the  ungodly. 
tt  is  this  enrages,  for  there  is  an  enmity  and  antipathy  betwixt 
them  :  and  this  enmity  runs  in  a  blood;  and  it  is  tranfmitted 
^th  it  from  generation  to  generation.  Gal.  iv.  29.  **  As  then, 
**  he  that  was  born  after  the  flcfti,  perfecuted  him  that  was  bom 
/'  after  the  Spirit;  even  fo  it  is  now.*'    Mark,  fo  it  W;,  and 

.  ♦  Joflificatipn  is  one  individual  perfeft  aft,  of  which  all^  vho 
txt  interefied  in  it,  partake  equally.    Wokh 
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fo  ftill  it  ir.  *'  *  Cain's  ^lob  is  ftill  carried  up  and  down  redde 
'<  With  the  blood  6f  Abel/*  faid  Budholtzer;  but  thasit  mu 
be,  to  conform  us  unto  Chrift :  and  O  that  your /pints,  as  we 
4as  your  conc^ions,  may  better  harmonize  with  Chrift,  ,  He  fui 
fered  meekly,  quietly,  and  felf-denyingly ;  be  ye  like  him.  L( 
it  not  be  laid  of  you,  as  it  is  of  the  hypocrite,  whofeluft)5  ar 
only  hid,  bat  not  mortified  by  his  duties,  that  he  is  like  zJHni 
which  fcems .  cold ;  but  if  you  ftrike  him,  he  is  all  fiery,  T 
aci  well,  and  fuffer  ill,  is  Chrift-like. 

•  Inference  3.  From  the  third  particular  of  Chrift's  humiliatic*^ 
I  infer,  that  fuch  as  are  full  ^  grace  and  hoiine/s,  may  be  d^ 
^itute  and  empty  of  creature-comforts.  What  an  overflowin 
fulneis  of  grace  was  there  in  Chrift  ?  and  yet  to  what  a  low  ^b 
did  his  outward  comforts  fometimes  fall  ?  and  as  it  fared  wit 
^im,  fo  with  many  others  now  in  glory  with  him,  whilft  the 
were  in  the  way  to  that  glory ;  1  Cor.  iv.  n.  ".Even  to  thi 
'*  preient  hour,  we  both  hunger,  and  thlrft,  and  are  naked,  an 
•*  bufietted,  and  have  no  certain  dwelling  place."  Their  fou. 
were  ridily  doathed  with  robes  of  righteoufnefs,  their  hodit 
naked  or  meanly  clad.  Their y&w/r  fed  high^  even  on  hiddc 
sianna,  their  ht^ies  hungry.  Let  us  be  content  (faith  Luthei 
with  our  hard  fare;  for  do  we  not  feaft  with  angels  upon  ths 
bread  of  life  \  Remember  when  wants  pinch  hard, '  that  the! 
fix  no  marks  of  God's  hatred  upon  you.  He  hath  dealt  n 
worfe  with  you  than  he  did  with  his  own  Son.  Nay,  which  c 
you  is  not  better  accomodated  than  Chrift  was  ?  If  you  t 
hungry  or  thrifty,  you  have  fome  refrcftiments ;  you  have  bee 
f  o  lie  on ;  the  Son  of  man  had  not  were  to  lay  his^  head ;  tli 
heir  of  all  things  had  fometimes  nothing  to  eat.  And  rememb( 
you  are  going  to  a  plentiful  country,  where  all  ^our  wants  wi 
be  fupplicd;  "poor  in  the  world,  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  < 
'*  the  kingdom  which  God  hath  promifed,"  James  ii.  5.  TE 
meanne&of  your  ^r^f,  will  add  to  the  luftre  of  yoqr  futw 
condition. 

Inference  4*  Fromv  the  fourth  particular  of  Chrift's  humilij 
tion  in  his  life,  by  Satan's  temputions,  we  infer,  That  thofei 
ni>hom  Satan  hath  no  intereft,  m^y  have  mofi  trouble  from  him  i 
tins  world,  John  xi v.  30.  "  The  Prince  of  this  world  cometl 
**  and  hath  nothing  in  me."  Where  he  knows  he  cannot  be 
conqueror,  he  will  not  ceafc  to  be  a  froubter.  This  bold  an 
ilaring  fpiric  adventures  upon  Chrift  himfelf;  for  doubtlefs  h 

*  *  Muhi  aihuc  funt,  fui  ctavem  fanguine  Abelis  ruientem  ch 
^umferunt*    Bttcholtx,  ^ 
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yvas  GSlcimhh  envy  at  the  fi^t  of  him,  and  wonld  4o  what  he 
conld^  tboqgh  to  no  purpofe,  to  obllru^  the  blefled  defiga  ia 
|iis  hand.  And  it  was  the  wifdom  ^d  love  of  Chrifl  to  admit 
tun  tp  come  as  near  him  as  Qiight  be,  and  try  all  his  darts  up- 
fo jiim ;  d^t  by  this  experience  he  might  be  filled  with  pity  to 
facccKir  ,tkem  that  are  tempted*  And  as  he  fet  on  Chrift,  ib 
npcb  more  will  he  adventure  upon  us ;  and  but  too  oft  comes 
pS  a  conqueror.  Sometimes  he  (hoots  the  fiery  darts  of  blafphe* 
mons  iiije^ions.  Thefe  fall  as  flafties  ,of  lightning  on  the  dry 
tbatch,  which  inftandy  fets  all  in  a  coo^buAion.  And  juft  fo 
it  is.attended  with  an  after  thunder-clap  of  inward  horror,  that 
ItuT^s  the  very  heart,  and  ftrikes  all  into  confnfion  within. 

Divers  rules  arc  prefcribed  in  this  cafe  to  relieve  poor  diffreC- 
|ed  ones.  One  advifeth  to  think  ferioufly  on  that  which  i$ 
4v^d  fadilenly,  and  to  do  by  your  hearts  as  men  ufed  to  do 
ynih  yoitng'horfes,  that  are  ^pt  to  ftart  and  boggle  at  every 
fhipg  in  the  way ;  we  bring  them  clofe  io  thie  things  they  fright 
9t,.make  them  look  on  them,  and  fmell  to  them,  that  tim«  and 
lietler  acquaintance  with  fuch  things,  may  teach  them  not  to 
Part.  Others  advife  to  diverfions  of  the  thoughts,  as  much  a$ 
9aaj  be,  to  think  quite  another  way.  Tbelc  rules  are  contrary 
fo  one  a(K>ther,  and  I  think  iignify  but  little  to  the  relief  of  a 
poor  foul  fo  diflrcfled^ 

The  bcft  rute,  .doubtlcfs,  is  that  of  the  apoftle  Ephi  vi.  i6. 
**  Above  all,  taking  ihe  ftiield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  (hall  be 
^*  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked."  Aft  your 
faith,  my  friends,  upon  your  tempted  Saviour,  who  pai&d 
through  tenaptations  before  you  r  and  particularly  exercife  faith 
Qot  three  thing  in  Chrift's  temptations. 

1.  Believing^y  confider,  how  great  variety  of  temptations 
nvcre  tried  upon  Chrift;  and  of  what  a  horrid  blaiphcmous.  na- 
ture that  was,  fall  down  andivorjhip  me, 

2.  Beiicvingly  confider,  that  Chrift  came  ofFa  perfeft  conquer- 
or in  the  day  of  his  trial,  beat  Satan  out  of  the  field,  For  he 
&w  what  he  attempted  on  ChriA  was  as  impoffible  as  to  batter 

^the  body  of  the  fun  with  fnow-ballsi 

g.  Laftly,  Believe  that  the  benefits  of  thofe  his  viftories  and 
amquefts  are  for  you ;  and  that  for  your  fakes  he  perinitted  the 
tempter  to  CGtme.lb  near  him :  as  you  find,  Heb.  ii;  i8. 

Objeii,  Heb.  iv.  15.  If  you  fay,  true,  Chrift  was.  tempted  as 
l^tllas  I ;  but  there  is  a  vaft  dtfference  betwixt  bis  temptations 
and  mine:  for  the  prince  of  this  world  came,  and  found  no- 
tt^og  ia  him,  John  xiv.  x  3.    He  was  not  internally /i^/ffd'i  .tho* 
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externally  aJfauUei:  but  I  am  defiled  by  chem  sis  well  a9  tnMF» 

Wed. 

SoL  This  is  a  differeor  cafe.  True,  it  is  foj  and  tm^L  h&  foi 
or  clfc  it  had  fignified  nothing  to  your  relirf-  For  had  Chiift 
6eea  internally  defiled,  he  had  oot  been  a  fit  Miedi^tor  for  yoo ; 
Dor  could  you  have  had  any  benefit,  either  by  his  temptatiOD^; 
or  fufFerings  for  you.  But  he  being  tempted,  and  yet  ftill  c-  , 
fcaping  the  defilement  of  fin,  hath  uti  only  (atisfied  for  thtf 
fins  you  commit  when  tempted,  but  alfo  got  an  experimcatal 
fenfe  of  the  miiery  of  your  condition,  which  is  in  him  (thotigtli 
now  in  glory)  as  a  fpring  of  pity  and  tender  compaifioft  to  yo«.» 
Remember,  poor  tempted  Ckrtfiian,  **  the  God  of  peace  (haQ 
*'  fhortly  tread  Satan  under  thy  feet,"  Horn.  xvi.  la.  Tho0^ 
{halt  fet  thy  foot  on  the  neck  of  that  enemy :  and  as  (bon  as  bdiA 
thy  feet  arc  over  the  threftiold  of  glory,  thou  flialt^all  back  # 
fmiUng  look,  and  fay,  now,  Satan,  do  thy  worft;  now  I  aoif 
there  where  thou  canft  not  come.  Meafi  while,  till  thoo  be 
cut  of  his  reach,  let  me  advife  thee  to  go  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and , 
open  the  matter  to  him ;  tell  him  how  that  bafe  fpirit  fails  upooi 
thee,  yea,  fets  upon  thee,  even  in  his  prefence :  intreat  hinor  to 
rebuke  and  command  him  off:  beg  him  to  confider  tfijr  cafe»aii<!f 
fay.  Lord,  doft  thou  remember  how  thy  own  heart  was  onetf 
grieved,  though  not  defiled,  by  his  afTauIts  ?  I  have  grief  add 
guilt  together  upon  me.  Ah  Lord;  I  expeft  pity  and  helpf 
from  thee;  thou  knoweft  the  heart  of  a  ftranger,  tKc  heart  of  at 
poor  and  tempted  one.  This  is  fingular  relief  in  this  qafe.  O 
try  it  J 

Inference  5.  Was  Chrrft  yet  more  humbled,  by  his  own  fym- 
pathy  with  others  in  their  diftrdTcs  ?  Hence  wc  learn,  that  a 
coinpafBbnate  fpirit,  towards  fuch  as  labour  under  burdens  of 
fin,  or  affli(51ion,  is  Chrift-like,  and  truly  excellent :  this  was  tfcd 
Spirit  of  Chrift  :  O  be  like  him  !  Put  on  as  the  eleft  of  GoA^ 
bowels  of  mercy,  Col.  iii.  12.  "  Weep  with  them  that  weep, 
**  and  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice,*'  Rom.  xii.  15.  It  was 
Cain  that  faid,  **  am  I  nay  brother's  keeper  V  lileflcd  Paul  wai 
of  » contrary  temper,  2  Cor.  xi.  29.  *•  Who  is  weak,  and  I  am 
•*  not  weak  ?  Who  is  offended,  and  I  burn  not  ?"  Three  things 
promote  fympathy  in  Chriftians,  one  is  the  Lbrd's  pity  for  them  ^ 
he  dotti  as  it  were  fuffer  with  them ;  **  in  all  their  afHiftions  h^ 
•*  was  afflifled  f ;"  Ifa.  btiii.  9.     Another  is,  the  relaition  we  fur 

\  In  ail  the  affli(5Hons,  Joffes,  and  troubles  that  befal  believcrli 
Chrift  iaith>  Half  aitnei  yea^  htnot  poly  beau  haif^  bat  all  the 

burdwH 
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fiidn  to  God'«  afflifted  people :  they  are  meoAers  with  us  in  one 
body,  and  the  members  (hould  have  the  fame  care  of  one  aaother, 
\  Cor:  xii.  25.  The  lad  i$»  we  know  not  how  (boa  onrfelves 
may  need  from  others^  what  others  now  need  from  us.  **•  Reftore 
*'  him  with  the  fpiritof  meeknefs,  oonfidering  thyfelt  left  thoui 
*<  alfo  be  tempted,"  Gal.  vi.  i. 

.  Inferenct  6;  Did  theworld  help  on  humijiation  ofChrift  by 
llieir  bafe  and  vile  ufag^  of  him  :'  Learn  hence,  that  the  judg^ 
mmt  the  world  gives  of  per  fans  ^  and  their  worthy  is  littk  to  be  re* 
garded.  Surely  it  difpenfes  its  fmlles  and  honours  very  prepo* 
ficrouHy  and  undulyt  In  this  refpeA,  among  others,  the  faints 
are  lliled  peribns,  "  of  whom  the  world  is  not  worthy,"  Heb. 
:i^i.;  38.  i.  e*  it  doth  not  deferve  to  have  fuch  choice  fpirits  as 
thefe  are^  left  in  it,  fince  ii  knows  not  how  to  ufe  or  treat  them. 
\t  was  the  complaint  of  *  Salvian,  above  eleven  hundred  years 
ago;  **  if  any  of  the  nobility  (faith  he)  do  but  begin  to  turn 
!•  to  God,  prefcntly  he  lofeth  the  honour  of  nobility!  O  ia 
^'  tjow .  little  ho^iour  is  Chrift  among  Chriftian  people,  whea 
••  religion  fhall  make  a  man  ignoble  !*'  5o  that  (as  he  adds) 
V  many  are  compelled  to  be  evil,  left  they  (hould  be  efteem- 
**  ed  vile."  And  indeed,  if  the  world  gives  us  any  help  to 
difcover  the  true  worth  and  excellency  of  me^  by,' it  is  by  t)ie 
fole  of  conti;aries,  for  the  moft  part.  Where  it  fixes  its  marks 
erf  hatred,  we  may  ufually  find  that  which  invites  our  refpedand 
love.  It  (hould  trouble  us  the  Icfs  to  be  under  the  (lights  and 
^ifrefpefts  of  a  blind  world.  "  I  could  be  even  proud  lipon  it,** 
(l^ith  t  Luther)  "  that  I  fee  I  have  an  ill  name  from  the  world," 
*'  And  X  Jcrom  ble(red  God  that  Counted  him  worth. to  be  hated 
**  of  the  world."  Labour  to  fland  right  in  the  judgment  of 
God,  and  trouble  not  thyfelf  for  the  ra(h  and  headlong  cenfures 
of  men.  Let  wicked  men,  faith  one,  cut  the  throat  of  my  credit, 
and  do  as  they  like  bell  with  it;  when  the  wind  of  their  ca- 
luninies  hath  blown  away  my  good  name  from  me  in  the  way  to 

burden,  and  more  than  all;  for  >he  bears  ns  and  our  burdens  ioo< 
O  that  more  of  his  Spirit'  dwelt  in  his  people.  We  are,  or  have 
been,  or  niiay  be  whit  he  is* 

*  Si  quis  ex  nohilitate  cofjverii  ad  Deum  capertt^  flaftm  hon9^ 
tern  nobilitatis  amittit.  0  quantuJuf  in  Chrijfiano  populo  honor 
Chrifii  eft  tibi  religh  ignohilitatem  facit !  Salv.  Kb.  4*  de  Gub« 
Dei.    ^  ' 

f  Superhus  fio^  quod  video  nomen  peffimum  mihi  crefcere  s  gau^ 
deo  rehellis  did.     Lath.. 

*^  X  Gratia^  ag^9  Meo  ^o^  fwd  Higtti^s.fum^  fuem  ptundits  ade* 
rit.     Hleroo,  ^  c 
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betveo,  I  kvkv»  GhriQ  Will  mke  m|r  name  oat  of  tbe  mife,  «|d 
wa(h'  it;  aod  re^^e  it  to  loe  agalo. 

frrfcrence  7.  Frofti  the  whole  of  Chrift'fi  bumtliation  10  his 
Ji&»  korn  you  to  fmCs  throogh  ail  tKe  troubles  of  your  Y\f%  wi^h 
a  coDteuted  compofed  fynn^  as  CbriA  your  foreruanv  di^. 
•He  ^was  perfecut^dt .  aud  bare  it  meekly ;  poor,  aod  Jiever  mur- 
miit^d;  Umptedy  and  ufever  yielded  to  the  teiaptatioo  ;  revit' 
1^,  and  reviled  not  agaiQ.  When  ye^  tfaeretore  pafs  through 
aay  of  ihcfe  trials,  look  to  Jefus,  andconfider  bim.  Sec  how 
be  that.pttdfed  through  tboie  thifigi  before  you^  manTged  hm* 
i«|f  in  l^e  circumibioces  ;  yea,  doi  only  beat  tbe  w^y  by  bis 
.pattoro,  and  e2i;4mple  for  you,  but  hath  in  every  one  of  ibofe 
c^4iitQB6  kft  a  UdliQg  bdiiod  hirn,  for  them  ibat  fpUow  ti^ 
flepg. 

Thanks  be  to  God  fir  Jcfus  Chrifi. 

S    E    R    M    O    N     XX. 

Opeos  Christ's  Humiliation  unto  Death,  in  bis  firft 
preparative  Aft  for  it,  - 

John  xvii.  1 1*  And  new  lam  no  more  in  the  worlds  hvt  tie0 
are  M  the  vt&rldi  and  I  c^me  ts  thee :  Holy  f  other ^  keep 
through  thine  mun  name,  tho/e  -whom  thou  haftgiweneifes  thdi 
they  may  iesne^  as  we  are*  ' 

WE  «ow  come  fo  the  laft  and  teweft  ftcp  of  Chrift's  homi* 
Katioii,  "^^hich  M'asin  bis  fubnvitting  to  death,  even  tte 
4eaifa  of  the  crofs.  Out  of  this  death  of  Cbrift,  the  life  of  our 
Ibols  rprings  np^,  and  in  this  biood  tA  the  croi$,  all  our  naerclee 
^tAvdni  to  us.  Ttie  Mood  of  Cbrill'  runs  deep  to  fecne  eyes  :  fbc 
judicious  believer  fees  rouhitudes,  multitudes  of  ineAimafale 
t>leffings  in  It.  By  thi*  Crimfon  feuhtain  I  refofvc  to  fit  dotvn  ; 
•nd  concerning  the  death  of  Chrift,  I  (Kali  take  dWinftly  mtp 
conftderation  'the/)'7v/><tr49fi9»x  made  for  it:  xhtnatute  ifnd  qua- 
lity of  it;  Hicdeportnunt  and  oarriage  of^^iag  Jefas ;  ihcfune- 
rnl fatemnities  \Kitk  which  be  was  burled;  and  lalHy,  HhtMeffed 
^Jigns  and  ghrievs  ends -of  bis  deatb. 

The  prcparjmws  for  his  death  were  fix.  Three  on  hia  o»a 
•part,  nnd  thr<fe  more  .fey  bis  enemies.  The  prcparaM<M!s  -imde 
hj  itimieK^  it,  ^wvre. si}«  iblemn  r.ecott]2Q8&da;i(sa  4Df  ba  fri^mdi 
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to  Us  Father ;  the  ioftrtuttoo  of  a  commemorative  figo^-  to  per- 
petuate and  refreOi  the  memory  of  his  death  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people,  till  he  come  again.  And  hh  pouring  out  his/oui  ts  Cod, 
by  prayer  in  the  garden  ;  which  was  the  pollure  he  choie  to  be 
ionad  in,  when  they  fhould  apprehend  (lim. 

This  fcripture  contains  the  firft  preparative  of  Chrifl  for 
death,  whereby  he  fcts  his  boufe  in  order,  prays  for  his  people, 
and  blciTes  them  before  he  dies.  The  love  of  Chrid  was  ever 
tender  and  flrong  to  his  people ;  but  the  greateft  manffedations 
of  it  was  at  parting.  And  this  he  maniTefted  two  ways  cfpc- 
cially ;  viz.  in  leaving  (ingular  fupports,  and  grounds  of  cojn- 
fbrt  with  them  in  his  laft  heavenly  fermon,  in  Chap,  xiv;  xv. 
xvi.  and  in  pouring  out  his  foul  moft  affcftionately  to  the  Fa-  \ 
ther  for  them  in  this  heavenly  prayer^  Chap.  xvii.  In  this  pray-  j 
cr  he  gives  them  a  fpecimen^  or  fample,  of  that  his  glorious 
interceffion-wprk,  which  he  was  juft  then  going  to  perform  in 
heaven  fur  them.  Here  his  heart  overflowed,  for  he  was 
now  leaving  them,  and  going  to  the  Father.  ,  The  Jaft  words 
of  a  dying  man  are  remarkable,  how  much  more  a  dying  Sa- 
viour I  I  ihall  not  launch  out  into  that  bl^fled  ocean  of  pre- 
cious matter  contained  in  this  chapter,  but  take  immediately  in- 
to confideration  the  words  that  I  read,  wherein  I  find  a  weighty 
petition,  ftroogiy  followed  and  fet  home  with  many  mighty  ar-" 
guments,  ,  .^ 

I.  We  have  htrcChrift's  petition^  or  re queft  in  behalf  of 
his  peqple^  not  only  ihofe  on  the  place,  but  all  others  that  then 
did,  or  afterwards  (hould  believe  on  him.  And  the  Turn  of 
what  he  here  rcquefts  foe  them  is,  that  his  Father  would  keep 
them  through  his  nasne.  Where  you  ha^ve  both  the  v\ercy^  and 
the  means  ,of  attaining  it.  The  mercy  is  to  be  kept.  Keeping 
implies  dangen  And  there  is  a  double  danger  obviated  in  this 
rcqueft;  danger  in  refpeft  of  fin,  and  danger  in  refpeflt  of  ruirt 
and  deflrudioa.  To  both  thefe  the  people  of  God  lie  open  is 
this  world.  ,  .  I 

The  means  of  their  prefervation  from  both  is  the  name^  i.  e,  the 
power  of  God.  This  napae  of  the  Lord  is  that  **.ftrong  tower 
*{  to  which  the  righteous  fly,  and  are  iafe,**  Prov.  xviii.  lo.  Alas  1 
It  is  not  your  own  llrength  or  wifdotu  that  keeps  you,  but  ye 
are  kept  by  the  mighty  power  of  God*  This  protcfting  power 
of  Gpd,  doth  not,  however,  exclude  our  care  and  diligecce,  but 
implies  it ;  therefore  it  is.added>  **  Ye  are  kept  by  the  mighty 
•<  power  of  God,  through  faith,  to  falvation,*'  i  Pet,  i.  5.  Gorf 
keeps  his  people,  and  yet  tliey  are  to  keep  themfelves  in  the  love. 
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of  God,  Jade.  21 .  to  keep  thfcir  hearts  witl^  all  diligence,  Prov, 
iv*  23.     This  Is  the  fum  of  the  petition. 

2.  The  arguments  with  which  he  nrgeth  and  preflcs  on  this 
irequeft»  are  drawn  partly  fi-om  his  own  condition,  "  I  am  no  more 
** Jn  the  world ;"  i.  e.  I  am  going  to  die ;  within  a  very  few  hours  ^ 
I  ftiall  be  feparated  from  them,  in  regard  of  iny  corporeal  pre- 
fencc.  Partly  from  tkeir  cbnditicn ;  "  but  thefc  are  in  the  world  v** 
I  e,  I  muft  lea?e  them  in  the  midfV  of  danger :  and  partly  from 
the  joint  intereft  his  Father  and  himfe^  had  in  them;  **Keep 
**  ^hofe  that  thou  haft  given  me  :"  With  feveral  other  moft  prc» 
valent  pleas,  which,  in  their  proper  places,  (hall  be  anon  produ* 
ced,  and  difplayed,  to  illuftrate  and  confirm  this  precious  trutK. 
which  this  icripture  ailbrds  us. 

Doft.  That  the  father iy  cdre^  and  tender  love  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  was  eminently  difcovered  in  that  pieading 
prayer  be  poured  out  for  his  people  at  his  parting  ivith 
them. 

It  pertained  to  the  prieft  and  father  of  the  family  toWefs  ihe 
reft,  efpedally  when  he  was  to  be  feparated  from  them  by  death. 
This  wias  a  rite  in  Ifracl.  When  gcod  Jacob  was  grown  old, 
and  the  time  was  come  that  he  fhould  be  gathered  to  his  fathers, 
then  **  he  blefTed  Joicph,  Ephraim,  and  ManafTch,  faying,  God, 
*'  before  whom  my  fathers  Abraham  and  Ifaac  did  walk,  the 
•*  God  which  fed  me  «ll 'my  life  long  unto  this  thy,  the  angc^ 
••  which  redeemed  me  from  all 'evil,  blefs  the  lads,'?  Gen.  xlviii. 
15,  16.  This  was  *  4  prophetical  and  patriarchal  bleffing :  not 
that  Jacob  could  blcfs  as  God  bleffes ;  he  could  fpeak  the  words 
of  bleffing,  but  he  knew  the  effe^,  the  real  bleffing  Itfelf,  de- 
pended upon  God.  And  though.be  hlcfCtd  authoritaHvefy^ 
yet  not  poteflatively ;  i.e.  he  could,  as  the  mouth  of  God, 
pronounce  bleffings,.  but  confd  not  confer  them  f*  Thus  he 
blefted  h^s  children,  as  his. father  Ifaac  had  alfo  blefled  him  be- 

LI  2 

•    "*  Jacob  defired  to  blefii  his  fons,  not  with  a  common,  but  with  a 
prophetic  and  patriarchal  blefliug  ;  for  he  knew  that  he  only  eo«ild 
ipeak  the  words,  but  the  cffe<fb  depended  on  another ;  therefore  her 
iought  the  bleiEog  from  him,  with  whom  fpeakin^  and  doing  .are. 
one  and  the  fame  thing,  1.  cr.  God  bixnfelf-     Ainfiuorth  inloc^ 

f  Bleffing  is  either  poteftativc,  y^hich  is  to  confer  temporal  b{e^^ 
iings  by  a  mere'adl  of  the  will ;'  or  authoritative,  which  is,  by  yir- 
cue  of  one*s  office,  to  pray  for,  and  to  pronounce  temporal  or  e»* 
teraal  bleffiags  to  be  conferred  by  Godv '  Pareusi  ^ 


fonhedicdv  Gcti,  xxvuL  3.  and  ali  the&bksffiDgslverede)t» 
vcrcd  prayer*wile. 

Korw  wbcQ  Jtefus  Chrift  cotms  to  dk^  he  wiii  bhr»  his  diil* 
irao  aUo>  and  tliereio  will  difeopor  how  much  dear^  and*  mi* 
^love  he  Had  for  tbttn  :  '*  Having  loved  bis  owa,  which  were 
^*  in  the  worki«  he  lored  tbem  to  the  ead/'  John  xii'i.  i  •  Thd 
M  aft  of  Chrift  ki  thia  world,  W)»aa  aA  of  blcAftg^  Lokexauvi 

50, 5t.  ; 

To  prepare  this  poiot  for  vie*  I  wiU  here  opaii>  Kf^^  Tlia 
neecies  whichx  Chrift  rctjuefted  of  the  Father  for  them.  Sf^ 
smdly.  The  argamcjits  ukd  by  him  to  dbtaio  ifaeTe  serdte 
Tlnrdfyi  Why  he  thor  ploadetf  fix'  them  whea  be  waa  to  dis:^ 
Fourthly,  and  laAly,  How  all  thia  gifesMlwdcooe  of  CbriiP# 
tender  care,  and  love  to  his  people. 

^rfti  We  wiU  eoquiie  M^hat  thoT^merde^  and  fji«&l.f^6txrs 
wete,  which  Chrift  begged  for  bi$  peoplr»  when  be  waa  to  die. 
A&d>  we  find,  among  others,  tbefe  five  fysaaX  oMroks  Aeilred 
ia£  theniA  in  this  context*     ) 

I.  The  mercy  of  prefervation,  both  from  /in  and  daiiger: 
fe  ia  tbe  text ;  *^Kjsep,  throtifpi  thine  own  naaie^  th'ofe  whbm 
•*  tboo  haA  gjiven  me :"  Which  faiexplatoed,  virfe  1  j*  **  I  pray. 
'<  iio«  that  thou  fttooldft  take 'them  oat  of  the  world,^  bat  that 
**  thou  fiiouldft  keep  tbem  ixoat  the  eviU'^  We^  in  ours,  aod 
tbo  (kittta  that  aiT  gone,,  in  their  itfya&vit  genem&ions,  ha»0 
reaped  the  fruit  of  this  prayer.  How  eHe  eomesatto  pafs^  that 
4mr  fculiS'  are  preferved  amidA  foch  a  world  of  temptatioas,  and 
theALa£B*iled  and-adf antaged  by  our  own  corrtiptions  ?  How  i^ 
It  elfe,  that  ourperfoos  are  not  ruined  ajod  deftroyedamidft  fuch 
multitudes  of  potent,  and  malicious  ooeoiies,  that  aro  fet  on  fir& 
of  helH  Surcry>  the  prefervation' of  the  botnlrag  bufli,  of  the 
'^hree  children  amidfl  the  flumes  \  of  Daniel  in  tbe  ^xx  of  tioiia  ; 
2^  not  greater  wonders,  than  thdfe  our  eyes  do  daily  behold. 
M  the  fire  wDidd  have  oertatnly  cooftitned,  and  the  lions;  with<- 
oiH  doubts  hai^e  rended  and  devoured,  had  not  Cody  by  the  in- 
terpoiition  of  bis  own  hand,  fiopped  and  hindered  the  efieA. ; 
ib  would  the  fin  that  is  in  us,  and  the  malice  that  is  in  others, 
quiddy  r«iii0ur  (bois  and  b<Kiii!S,  were  it  not  that  the  ikne  hand 
guards  and  keeps  us  e^ry  mometit.  To  that  hand,  iti to  which' 
Sib  pr4y|6r  of  Chrift  delivered  your  foub  and  bodies,  do  you, 
&tft  all  your  mercies  and  falviaticms,  both  temporal  and  fpSiitual.' 

2.  Another  tn^rcy  he  prays  for,  is^te  l^kjjtng  bf  unm  among 
rhmfelves.  This  Be  joins  immediately  with  the  'firft  mercy  o£ 
frefervation,  and  prays  for  it  in  the  farne  breath,  vcrie  Xi*. 
*'  That  the j  may  be  o^e,  aa  we  are."    Ax4  ^*«U  wi^i  %t  j w^ 


f  iherft  together  ill  OB^brefttb ;  for  tKis  uilioa  is  ^et  oriy  a  cboifif 

mercy  'm  idiblf,  bia  a  rp^ciai  xac^a^  a£  ihu  prefer vaua^  be  bad 
,  ftra)wd  f«f  before  I  thieir  uak)&  am  wiUi  auotber,  19  affnecial 
,  io«aos  to  prdcivie  th«»aU. 

J  .    3.  ^  third  defir^We  rmrcy  that  Chrtft  caraeftly  pfayed  forv 

j         ^ft«^  that  hi*  "  Joy  might  bt  f»J£Uei  ia  ihcm/'  ver.  13.  H« 

j         wcHiId  provide  %  tl^k  joy,  evca  wh^a  the  hour  of  hU  greateft 

forfow  was  at  \^md ;  yea,  he  would  not  oaly  obrnin  j€>y  for 

I         fbflHi^  biitahUjoy:  "That  my  joy  mighi:  be  fulfilled  10  tbem*'^ 

It  is  aiJf  be  bad  &id»  O  my  Faiber,  I  am  to  leave  thefis  dear 

\         iM^e^lorE  wcrjdpf  trcMibJes  and  perpleKi ties  ^  I  kftow  their  hearts 

^         vill  be  fubjeft  to  frequent  defjpoDdencies ;  O  let  me  obtain  tb# 

{         <oirdUfi»of  divtaejoy  for  thorn  befofe  I  got  1  would  not  opiy 

b^«  them  Itya,  but  live^ joyfoUy ;  provide  far  tfaeb  &'mtiag  honi^ 

,         mviviog  G(|rd}als. 

I  4.  ^k|^«  a  coetimied  fpriog  ^  majntaio  all  the  foremutt^ 

]  ^  «fted  merdesy  he  prays  *'  they  all  may  befao&ified  through  tbo 
*^  word  of  truth/'  Tierr  1 7%  i .  ^  more  abundaady  ran£ll&>d  thaa 
^  yet  tbey  wier48>  by  a  deeper  radicattoa  of  gracbfls  habita  and 
^  ^0cipk6  Ui  their  heart.  This  i»  a  Af^ular  mercy  in  itfelf^  to 
^  hafe  holiaefs  fpfeacfiag  itielf  over  aad  thfoogb  their  {rnxUf  at 
^  lh«  Kght  of  (he  marniag.  Nolhidg  it  in  itieif  more  defiraWe^ 
And  it  ia  alio  a  fiogdar  help  to  their  perieveraoce»  imion^  aod 
^  ifiiritaal  joy,  which  he  had  pragred  for  before,  aod.ais  ait  ad« 
Taoced  by  th^ir  increafing  fan^ificatioa. 

5i.  And  laftly,  as  the  complemeot  and  pcrfedion  of  aU  d»« 
Ikable  mercies,  bq  pray^,  "  that  they  may  be  with  him,  wbarv 
^  be  i^^  to  bebok)  hia  giory,*'  ver.  24*  Tt)ift  is  ^e  beft  atad 
ultimftte  priv^I^  they  are  <:apable  of.  The  eod  of  his  cowing 
down  from  faavetii,  and  FetnrQiQg  thither  again^  all  was  mHk 
this,  ta  bring  many  foasaad  daughters  umo  glory-  You  fe« 
"Chrift  alks  no  trifles,  no&iall  things  for  his  people ;  no  mercks^r 
but  the  befi  that  both  worlds  affiu-d,  will  iikfRcc  him  oa  their 
bAalf.    ,     . 

S^condy,  Let  us  fee  how  be  follows  his  raquefts,  and  with 
iKhat  arguments  he  pleads  wkh  the  Father  for  thefe  things  1 
and,  aiSK)Bg  others,  I  iliall  (logle  oatii:<choKe  onm,  which  a^e 
i^^ed  in  this  teKtf  (H*  the  immediate  coQtesit.         ' 

The  fifA  argument  is  drawn  from  the  joint  httereft,  that 
bothhimfelf,  and  hie  Father,  ha<ve  in  their peribna,  for  whom 
be  pcaya,  "  All  mine  are  thine,  and  thine  are  mine,"  ver.  10. 
As^heJhould  fey,  Father,  behold,  ai>d  ocmfider  the  ptrfons  I 
prayfer,  theyaee  not  aliens,  bat  ChriAjans :  yea,  they  are  thyr 
c^iidr^«d»wQll^i9inip;  the  very,  im^  oa  wlwm  tbon  h^  fet. 
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thy  eternal  love,  and  ia  that  love  haft  gWen  them  to  me ;  fo 
chat  they  are  both  thine,  and  mine :  great  is  our  intereft  in  them, 
and  iotereft  draws  care  and  tendernefs.  Every  one  cares  for  his 
own,  provides  for,  and  fecores  his  own.  Propriety,  (even 
amooglt  creatures)  is  fundamental  to  our  labour^  care,  and 
watchtulnefs ;  they  would  not  fo  much  prize  life,  health,  eftates, 
or  children,  if  they  wfcre_  Jiot  their  own.  Lord,  thefe  arc 
thine  own  by  many  ties  and  titles  ;  O  therefore  keep,  comfort, 
lanOify,  and  fave  them,  for  they  are  thine.  What  a  mighty 
plea  is  this  ?  Surely,  Chriftians,  your  interceflbr  is  fkilful  in  his 
work,  your  advocate  wants  no  eloquence  or  ability  to  plead 
for  you.    . 

^he  fecond  argument,  and  that  a  powerful  one,  treads,  as  I 
may  fay,  upon  the  very  heel  of  the  former,  in  the  next  words, 
•*  And  I  am  glorified  in  them :"  q,  d,  my  glory  and  honour  are 
infinitely  dear  te  thee ;  !  know  thy  heart  is  entirely  upon  the 
exalting  and  glorifying  of  thy  Son.  Now,  what  glory  have  [  in 
the  world,  but  what  comes  from  my  people  ?  Others  neither 
can,  nor  will  glorify  me  ;  nay,  I  am  daily  blafphemed  and  difho- 
noured  by  them  :  thefe  are  they  from  whom  my  aftive  glory  and 
praife  in  the  world  muft  rife.  'Tis  true,  both  thou  and  I  have 
glory  from  other  creatures  objeB'wely ;  the  works  that  we  have 
made,  and  impreft  our  power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  upon,  do 
fo  glorify  list  and  honour  we  have  from  our  very  enemies  ^r- 
eidentalfy  ;  their  very  wrath  ftiall  praife  us  :  but  for  active  and 
voluntary  praife,  whence  comes  this  but  from  the  people  that 
Were  formed  for  that  very  purpofe  ?  Should  thefe  then  raifcarry 
and  peri(b,  where  fhall  my  manifeftativ^  and  aftive  glory  be  ?  and 
from  whom  ftiall  1  expeft  it  ?  So  that  here  his  propriety  and 
glory  are  plea(;led  with  the  Father,  to  prevail  for  thofc  mercies  ; 
and  they  are  both  great,  and  valuable  things  with  God.  '  What 
dearer,  what  nearer  to  the  heart  of  God  ? 

Ar^,  3.  And  yet,  to  make  all  faft  and  fure,  he  «dis,  in  the 
begtnning  of  this,  verfe  1 1 .  a  third  argument,  in  thefe  words, 
^  And  nbw-I  am  no  more  in  the  world.">  Where  we  muft  con?  . 
fider  the  fenfe  of  it,  as  a  propofition,  and  the  force  of  it,  as  art 
argument.  This  propofition,  **  I  am  no  more  in  the  world," 
is  not  to  be  taken  fimpjy  and  univer&llyi  as  if,  in  no  fenfe,  Chrift 
Aould  be  any  more  in  this  world  :  but  only  refpeBively,  as  to 
Ws  corporal  prcfence  ;  this  was,  in  a  little  time,  to  be  removed 
from  his  people,  which  had  beeu  a  (weet  fpring  of  comfort  to 
fhem,  in  all  their  troubles,  ^ut  now  it  might  have  been  faid 
to  the  pen  five  difciples,  a^  the  fotis  of  the  prophets  faid  to  Elifha^ 
a  little  before  Elijah's  translation,  '*  £now  ye  not  that  your  ma- 


Se^RM.  XX.  '     The  Fountain  of  Ufi.  tjx 

•*  fter  (hall  be  taken  from  your  heads  to  day  ?"  This  comfortable 
eojoyoieat  mud  b^  taken  frotn  them ;  this  1^  the  ienle.  And 
here  lies  the  argument ;  Father,  confider  the  fadnefs  and  trou  • 
•  ble  I  (hall  leave  my  poor  children  under.  Whilft  I  was  vith 
them,  I  wa^  a  fwect  relief  to  their  fouls,  whatever  troubles  they 
met  with  :  in  all  doqbis,  fears,  and  gangers,  they  could  repair 
to  me ;  in  all  their  ftraits  and  wants  I  dill  fupplied  them :  they     . 

'  had  my  counfels  to  direQ:  them,  my  reproofs  to  reduce  them,  my  . 
comforts  to  fupport  them  ;  yea,  the  very  fight  of  me  was  anf  uQr 
fpeakable  joy,  and  refrcftiment  to  their  fouls :  but  now  the  hour 
is  come,  and  I  muft  be  gone.  All  the  comfort,  and  benefit  they 
had,  from  my  prefence  amongd  them,  is  cut  ofi :  and,  except 
thou  do  make  up  alLthrs  to  them  another  way,!  what  will  be- 
come of  thefe  children,  when  their  Father  is  gone  ?  What  will 
be  the  cafe  of  the  poor  fhecp,  and  tender  lambs,  when  the  (hep- 
herd  is  fmitten  \  Therefore,  0  my  Father,  look  thou  after  them, 
fee  to  them,  for  they  are  thine  as  well  as  mine :  I  am  glorified 
ia  them,  and  now  leaving  thern^  and  removing  out  of  this  worl4 
from  them. 

Arg,  4.  And  yet,  to  move  and  engage  the  Father's  care  and 
love  for  them,  he  fubjoins  another  great  confideration,  in  the 
very  next  words,  drawn  frofii  the  danger  he  leaves  them  in  : 
'*  But  thefe  arc  in  the  world."  The  world  is  a  finful,  infeftin^, 
and  unquiet  place  ;  it  lies  in  wickednefs  :  And  a  hard  thing  \t 
will  be  for  luch  poor,  weak,  imperfeft  creatures  to  efcape  the 
pc^llutions  of  it ;  or,  if  they  do,  yet  th;  troubles,  perfecutions, 
and  ftrong  oppofitions  of  it  they  cannot  efcape.  Seeing  therefore 
I  mud  leave  thine  own  dear  children,  as  well  as  mine,  andthofe 
from  whom  the  glory  is  to  rife',  in  the  midA  of  a  finful  trouble- 

'  fome,  dangerous  wot  Id,  where  they  can  neither  move  backward 
nor  forward,  without  danger  of  fm  or  rtfin  :  O,  fince  the  cafe 
flands  fo,  look  after  them^  provide  for  them,  and  take  fpecial  care 
iov  them  all.  Confider  who  they  are,  and  where  I  leave  them. 
They  are^thy  children,  to  be  left  in  a  ftrange  country;  thy  ibl- 

,  diers,  in  the  enemies  quarters;  thy  rtieep,  in  the  midft  of  wol- 
ve^;  thy  precious  freafure,  among  thieves. 

/Irg,  5.  And  yet  he  haih  not  done,  for  he  rcfolves  to  ftrlvc  ' 
hard  for  the  mercies  he  had  aflced,  and  will  not  come  off  with 
a  denial ;  and  therefore  adds^  another  argument  in  the  next 
Wqrds,  And  I  come  to^thee.  As  his  leaving  them  was  an  argti- 
ment,  (bhis  coming  to  the  Father  is  a  mighty  argument  alfo. 
There  is  much  in  thefe  words,  I  come  to  thee.  [/,]  thy  beloved 
Son,  in  which  thy  foul  delighteth ;  I^  to  whom  thou  never 
deniedftany  thing.    'Tis  not  a  ftrangjsr,  but  a  fon ;  not  an  a-  ^^ 
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dopted.bot  thjiK  oal^  begotten  Son.  'Tis  X  th:lt  [c^mt^l  I  am 
BOW  coming  to  thee  apace,  my  Farber.  T  cotne,  to  tbee  fvriflim}a|r 
through  a  bloody  ocean.  I  come,  treading  c^ry  ftcpof  my 
way  to  thee  io  blood,  Bod  imfpeftkable  iuifer^gs ;  andiiK  this  for 
the  fake  of  thofe  dear  ones  I  now  pray  for  -,  yea  the  defign  ao4 
end  of  my  comiDg  to  thee,  »s  for  them.  I  am  eoming  to  heaven 
id  the  capacity  of  an  ^vocate,  to  j^iead  with  thee  for  them.  And 
I^ome  to  {^Thee}  my  Father,  and  fhsir  father ;  my  God,  ^ni 
thiirCcd^  Now  then,  fince  I,  that  am  fo  dear,  come  througli 
fach  bitter pang«,  to  thee,  fo  delr,  ib  tender-hearted  a  Father; 
nnd  all  thk  on  their  (core  »od  account :  Since  (  do  but  now,  as  k 
were,  begin,  or  give  them  a  little  taiteof  that  InterceffioB  werk, 
which  I  fiiaU  lite  (or  ever  to  perform  for  them  in  heaven  ;  Fa- 
ther, hear.  Father,  grant  what  I  recjucft.  O  give  a  comfonablt 
Earned  of  thofe  good  things  which  I  am  coming  to  thee  for,  a&4 
which  I  know  thou  wilt  not  deny  me. 

Jrg.  6.  And,  to  dale  op  all,  hfe  telh  the  Father  how  carefi4 
lie  had  been  to  iobierve»  and  perform  that  trafV  which  was  com- 
mitted to  him ;  "  While  I  was  with  them  in  the  world,  I  tocpt 
■«*  tbem  hi  thy  name ;  thofe  that  thou  gavcft  liie,  I  have  kept, 
**  aittd  none  of  them  is  loft,  but  the  Son  of  perdition/'  verfe  1 2. 

At^d  thus  lies  the  krgymcilt:  Thou  committed'ft  to  mc  a 
certmn  number  of  <Ieft  foulfe,  to  be  redeettied  by  me  ;  I  under- 
took the  truft,  and  faid,  if  any  of  theie  be  lofV,  at  my  hand  let 
them  be  required,  I  wiH  aof^^er  for  them  every  one  to  thee. 
In  purfuance  to  wbich^troft,  I  am  now  here  on  the  earth,  in  t 
body  of  ficfh.  I  have  been  fakhfui  to  a  point,  I  have  redeem* 
cd  them  (for  he  fpeaks  of  that  as  fiaiflied  and  done,  which  wa« 
noMT  ready  to  be  done)  I  have  kept  alfe,  and  confirmed  them 
hiiherto-:  and  now,  Fa-ther,  I  commit  them  to  thy  care.  Lo, 
iiere  they  are,  not  one  is  loft,  but  the  Son  of  perdition^  who 
-was  never  given.  With  how  great  care  have  I  ^een  cprefu!  for 
them  !  O  kt  them  not  fad  now ;  kt  not  one  of  them  perUh. 

Thus  you  fee  what  a  nervous,  argumentative,  pleading  pray- 
er Chrlft  polnred  out  to  (he  Father  for  them  at  partmg. 

Thirdly,  The  next  enquiry  is,  why  be.  thus  prayed,  and 
pleaded  wiih  God  for  them,  when  he  was  to  die  ? 

And  certainly  jt  was,  not  becaufe  the  Father  was  unwJIBng 
(ogrant  the  mercke  he  <ie/ir<^  for  themj  No,  they  came  not 
with  difficulty,  nor  were  tHey  wreftcd  by  mere  importunity, 
out, of  theiiand  of  an  wn willing  and  backward  pcrfon.  For/ 
he  telle  ITS,  John  vi.  27.  *^  The  Father  hirofclf  loveth  yo^u,**  1*  ♦. 
ht '%%  prepenic  enough  •f  his  own  atxiird  to  do  you  good,  Bu^ 
(he  reaioQi  cif  this  exoe-^ng  imp^rtnoity,  4Q:e^  -  -  \ 
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1.  He  forefaw  a  great  trial  then  at  hand;  yea,  and  all  the 
after- trials  of  his  people,  as  wdl  as  that.  He  knew  how  much 
they  would  be  fifted,  and  put  to,  in  that  hour,  and  power  of 
darkdefs,  that  was  coming.  He  knew  their  faith  would  be  (ha- 
kcn,  and  greatly  ftaggered  by  the  approaching  difficulties,  wheo 
they  fhould  fee  their  Shepherd  fmiwcn,  and  themfelves  fcattered, 
the  Son  of  man  delivered  into  the  hands  of  finners,  and  the 
Lord  of  life  hang  dead  upon  the  tree,  yea,  fealcd  up  in  the 
grave.  He  forefaw  what  ftraits  his  poor  people  would  fall  in- 
to, betwixt  a  buly  devil,  and  a  bad  heart ;  therefore  he  prays 
and  pleads  with  fuch  importunity  and  ardency  for  them,  that 
they  might  not  mifcarry. 

2.  He  was  nov/  entering  upon  his  intcrceflion-work  in  hea- 
ven, and  he  was  defirous  in  this  prayer  to  give  u&  a  fpecimen, 
or  fample,  of  that  part  of  his  work,  before  he  left  us ;  that  by 
this  w^  might  underftand  what  he  would  do  for  us,  when  he 
fhould  be  out  of  fight.  For  this  being  his  lail  prayer  on  earthy 
it  (hews  us  what  afTeflions  aud  difpofitions  he  carried  hence 
with  him,  and  fatisfics  us,  that  he  who  was  fp  earncft  with  , 
God  on  our  behalf,  fuch  a  mighty  pleader  here,  will  not  foyrget 
trs,  or  negleft  our  concerns  in  the  other  world.     Yet,  reader, 

I  would  have  thee  always  remember,  that  the  intcrceffion  of 
Chrift  in  heaven  is  carried  much  higher  than  this ;  it  is  perform- 
ed in  a  way  more  fuitable  to  that  ftatc  of  honour  to  which  he 
is  now  exalted.  Here  he  ufed  proflrations  of  body,  cries  and 
tears  in  his  prayers  :  there,  his  interceffion  is  carried  in  a  more 
majeftic  way,  and  with  more  ftate,  becoming  an  exalted  Jefus. 
But"  yet  in  this  he  hath  left  us  a  fpecial  aflifiance,  to  difcover 
much  of  the  frame,  temper,  and  working  of  his  heart^now  ia 
heaven  towards  us. 

3.  And  laftly,  he  would  leave  this  as  a  ftanding  monument  of 
his  father-like  cape,  and  love  to  his  people,  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  And  for  this  it  is  conceived  Chrlll  delivered  this  prayer 
fb  publicly,  not  withdrawing  from  the  difciplcs  to  be  private 
with  God,  as  he  did  in  the  garden  ;  but  he  delivers  it  in  their 
prefence,  "  Thefc  things  which  I  fpeak  in  the'world,"  vgrfe  13^ 
This  #A<*xijaw,  with  the  circumftances  of  place,  [in  the  ivorid^f 
doth  plainly  fpeak  it  to  be  a  public  prayer.  And  not  only  was 
it  publicly  delivered,  but  it  wasalfo,  by  a  Angular  providence, 
rctordcd  at  large  by  John,  though  omitted  by  the  other  evan- 
gclifts ;  that  (b  it  might  ftand  to  all  generations,  for  a  teftimony 
of  Chrift's  tender  care  and  love  to  his  people.. 

Fourthly,  If  you  alk,  how  this  gives  evUeuce  of  ChriU's  ten* 
Vol.  I.  Mm 
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der  care  and  \ovt  to  his  J)eOplc  ?  which  is  the  laft  enqairy  ;  I 
infwcr,  'm  few  words,  for  the  thing  is  plaia  sad  obvious  ;  It 
appears  in  thefe  two  particulars. 

1 .  His  love  and  cAre  was  mamfefled  in  the  choice  of  mercirt 
for  them.  He  doth  not  pray  for  health,  honour,  long  Bfc, 
riches,  &c,  but  for  their  prefervation  from  fin,  fpiritual  joy  in 
God,  (an(^ificatiod,  and  eternal  jlory.  No  mercies  but  the  ve- 
ry beft  in  God's  treafurd  will  content  him.  He  was  refolved  to 
get  all  the  beft  mercies  for  his  people  ;  the  reft  he  is  contedt 
ihould  be  difpenied  promiicuoully  by  Providence  t  but  thefe  be 
will  fettle  as  an  heritage  upon  his  children.  O  fee  the  love  of 
Chrift  !  look  over  all  your  fpiritual  inheritance  in  Chfift>  com^ 
pare  it  with  the  richcft,  faircft,  fweeteft  inheritadcc  on  cai'th  ; 
and  fee  what  poor  things  thefe  are  to  yours.  O  the  care  of  a 
deaf  fither !  O  the  love  of  a  tender  Saviour ! 

2.  Bdid^s,  what  an  evidence  of  his  tendernefe  to  yot»,  and 
great  care  for  you,  was  this,  that  he  (hould  <b  rntently,  and  fo 
affectionately  mind,  and  plead  your  concerns  with  God,  at  fucfc 
a  time  as  this  was,  even  when  a  world  of  iorrow  encomp^fled 
him  on  every  fide  ;  a  cup  of  wrath  mixed,  and  ready  to  be  de- 
livered into  his  hand  :  at  that  very  time  when  the  clouds  df 
Wr^th  grew  black,  a  ftorrti  coming,  and  fuch  as  he  never  fck 
before ;  when  one  Would  have  thought,  all  his  care,  thoughts, 
ftAd  diligieilce,  (bould  have  been  employed  oii  his  own  atcounf, 
to  mind  his  oWn  fafferings  ?  No,  he  doth  as  it  W6re  forget  h?s 
own  forrows,  to  mind  our  peace  and  comfort.  O  love  uniipeaK- 
able. 

CoroUary  i.  If  this  be  fo,  that  Chrift  fo  eminently  diftovered  ' 
his  care  and  b^  foi*  his  pieople,  in  this  his  parting  hour  ;  the^ 
hence  we  conclude,  The  per  fever  ance  of  the  faint t  is  unqu&- 
ftionahle  ♦.  Do  you  hear  how  he  pleads  !  how  he  begs  !  how  he 
fills  his  6louth  with  arguments  I  how  he  chufeth  his  Words,  and 
fers  tbem  in  order,  how  he  winds  up  his  fpirit  to  the  very  high- 
eft  pitch  of  real  aftd  fervency  ?  and  can  yott  doubt  of  fuccels  ? 
Can  fuch  a  Father  deny  the  importunity,  and  ftrong  reafonings 
jfind  pleadings  6f  fuch  a  Son  ?  O,  it  can  never  be !  be  cannot 
deny  him :  Chrift  hath  the  art  and^flciil  of  prevailing  with  God : 
he  hath  (as  in  this  appear?)  the  tongue  of  the  learned.  If  the 
heart  or  hand  of  God  were  hnrd  to  be  opened,  yet  this  would 
<^penthctti;  but  wh^n  the  Father  himfelf  loves  us,  and  is  la- 


*  By  this,  that  ohfervitton  is  crofTcd;  Nenn  diu  tutus,  pefict^ 
'h  pritxmHf- :  None  can  be  long  fafe,  that  dweHs  near,  to  dtoi^er 
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for  hereby  they  are  &fe  in  tb«^fflidft  cf  danger. 
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cliapd  to  dp  03  good,  who  can  dpubt  of  QhniV$  foc^icft  ?  "  That 
**  which  is  in  moiioJi,  is  the  more  eafily  mpved  *•"  The  caufe 
Chrifl  manaseth  in  heaven  for  U3  is  juA  and  righteous.  The 
a^nner  in  wlicb  he  pleads  is  powerful,  and  therefore  the  (\iC' 
f;efs  pf  his  fuit  is  unquefUonable. 

The  apoflle  profeffcth,  2  Cor,  i.  3,,  "  We  can  do  nothing 
f*  ?gainft  the  truth//  He  means  it  in  regard  of  the  bent  of  his 
heart  t;  he  could  not  move  agaiqft  truth  >od  righteouftcft. 
And  if  a  holy  man  cannot,  much  lefs  will  a  holy  God.  if  Chrift 
jindertakc  to  plead  the  caufe  of  bis  people  with  the  Father,  and 
ufl?  his  oratory  with  him,  there  is  no  doubt  of  jiis  prevailing.  ' 
JEvery  word  id  this  prayer  is  a  chofeo  iliaft,  dr^wn  to  tb^  head 
by  a  ftrong  and  (kilfui  hand ;  you  need  not  queftion  but  it  goes 
l^piqe  tp  the  white,  and  hits  the  mark  aimed  at.  Doth  be  pray, 
*<  Fatheti  keep^  through  thine  own  name,  thofe  thou  h^ft  givea 
''  me  V*  Sure  they  (hall  be  kept,  if  all  the  power  in  heaven 
f^an  keep  them.  O  think  00  this,  when  danger^  furround  your 
fouls  pr  bodies,  when  fear$  and  doubts  are  multiplied  within  ; 
when  thou  art  ready  to  fay  in  thy  hafle,  All  men  are  liars,  { 
jTh^U  one  day  peri(h  by  the  hand  of  {it\  or  Satan ; .  ihink  on  that 
encouragement  Chrift  gave  to  Peter,  Luke  xxii.  34.  *'  I  havp 
«  prayed  for  thee." 

Corollary  2,  Again,  hence  we  learn,  that  argumentative 
prayers  are  excellent  prayers.  The  Arength  of  every  thing  i^ 
in  it§  joints/,  there  lies  much  of  the  ftrcngth  of  prayer  alfo  : 
bow  ftrongly  jointed,  how  nervous  and  argumentative  was  this 
prayer  of  Chrift  ?  Some  there  are  indeed,  that  think  we  w«4 
not  argue  and  plead  in  prayer  with  God,  but  only  prefent  the 
matter  of  our  prayers  to  him,  and  let  Chrift  alone  (whofe  office 
it  is)  10  plead  with  the  Father  ;  a3  if  Chrift  did  not  prefcr^t  our 
picas  and  argunocnts,  as  well  as  fimpic  defirf  s  to  God ;  as  if  tb^ 
cboiceft  part  of  our  prayers  mpft  be  kept  back,  hccaufe  Chrift 
prefents  our  prayers  to  God.  No,  no  Chrjft's  pleading  i^  onie 
thing,  ours  another ;  "  J  His  and  ours  are  not  oppofed,  but 
•*  fqbordinate  ;"  hisf  pleading  doth  not  deftroy,  but  makes  our? 
fuccefsful.  God  calls  us  to  plead  with  hipi|  Ifa.  !•  i3.  '*  Com<: 
^*  aow  let  us  reafon  together,"  **  God  (as  oue  ||  obferve^)  rea^ 
**  ibneth  with  us  by  his  word  and  providences  outwardly,  ao4 
*•  by  the  motions  of  his  Spirit  inwardly:  but  we  reaipn  with 

Mm  2 

♦  ^icquid  eji  in  motu,  fitcile  movetur. 

f   We  eao  do  th;|t,  which  we  caR  do  jt«ttly. 

I  SuiffrJmta  nof^fHgnqnt,         \  RJr.  Corbet*  ftf  Pr»yer. 
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•*  him  by  framing  (through  the  help  of  his  Spirit)  certain  holy 
*'  arguments,  grounded  upon  allowed  principles,  drawn  from 
"  his  nature,  name,  word,  or  works."  And  it  is  condemned 
lis  a  very  finfui  defcA  in  profcflbrs,  that  they  did  not  plead  the 
church's  caufe  with  God  ;  Jer.  xxx.  13.  **  There  is  none  to 
**  plead  thy  caufe,  that  thou  roayeft  be  bound  up."  What  was 
Jacob's  wrefliing  with  the  angel,  but  his  holy  pleading  and  im- 
portanity  with  God  ?  And  how  well  it  pleafed  God,  let  the 
event  fpcak.  Gen.  xxxii.  24.  Hof.  xii.  4.  **  As  a  prince  he 
*'  prevailed,  and  had  power  with  God."  On  which  inftance,  a 
Worthy  ♦  thus  gloflcth  :  "  Let  God  frown,  fmite  or  wound, 
**  Jacob  is  at  a  point,  a  blefling  he  came  for,  and  a  blefling  he 
•*  will  have ;  "  I  jvill  not  let  thee  go,,  (faith  he)  unlefs  thou 
*'  blefs  me."  His  limbs,  his  life  might  go,  but  there  is  no  go- 
•'  ing  for  Chrift  without  a  pawn,  without  a  bleffing."  This  is 
the  man,  now  what  is  his  fpeed  >  The  Lord  admires  him,  and 
honours  him  to  all  generations.  "  What  is  thy  name  V*  (aith 
he;  q,  d.  I  never  met  with  fuch  a  man,  titles  of  honour  are 
not  worthy  of  thee  :  thou  (hall  be  called,  not  Jacob  a  (hepherd 
with  men,  but  Jacob  a  prince  with  God.  Nazianzen  faid  6f  his 
fifter  Gorgonia,  That  ftie  v/a^  modeftly  impudent  with  God ; 
there  was  no  putting  her  off  with  a  denial.  The  Lord,  op  this 
account,  hath  honoured  his  faints  with  the  title  of.  His  record- 
ers t,  men  fit  to  plead  with  him,  as  that  word  [mazkirl  fignifies  1 
Ifa,  Ixii.  6.  **  Ye  that  make  mention  of  the  Lord,  keep  not 
**  filence,  give  him  no  refV."  It  notes  the  office  of  him  that  re- 
corded all  the  memorable  matters  of  the  king,  and  ufed  to  fug- 
geft  feafbnable  items  and  memorandums  of  things  to  be  done. 

By  thefe  holy  pleadings,  *•  the  King  is  held  in  his  galleries,'* 
as  it  isi  Cant.  vii.  5.  I  know  we  are  not  heard,  either  for  our 
much  fpeaking,  or  bur  excellent  fpcaking ;  it  is  Chrift's  plead- 
ing in  heaven,  thAt  makes  our  pleading  on  earth  available :  but 
yet  furely,  when  the  Spirit*  of  the  Lord  fhall  fuggeft  proper 
arguments  in  prayer,  and  help  the  humble  fuppliant  toprefs  them 
home  believingly  and  afFeftionately  ;  %  when  he  helps  us  to  weep 
and  plead,  to  groan  and  plead,  God  is  greatly  delighted  in  fuch 
prayers.  "  Thou  faidft,  I  will  furely  do  thee  good,"  faid  Jacob, 
Gen.  xxxii.  12.     It  is  thine  own  free  promife;  I  did  not  ga 

♦  Dr.  Harris,  in  his  fermon  on  Luke  xvlii.  6,  7,  8. 
'   t  Dn^DTQD  Rememorantesy  vel^  qui  reminifci  facit  res  2)a- 
mint,   '  Mont^^  ' 

X  The  heart  cries  to  God  more  by  groans  than  by  words,  and 
■lore  ky  tears  than  by  fpcaking.    Aug.    Mr*  R,  A*  vifid. 
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on  mine  own  headi  but  thou  bldll  me  go,  and  enconragedfi  me 
With  this.promife.  O  this  is  pleafing  to  God,  when  by'  the  fpirit 
of  adoption  we  can  cpmc  to  God,  crying,  Mlfa  Father ;  Father, 
hear,  forgive,  pity,  and  help  me.  Am  f  not  thy  child,  thy  fon, 
or  daughter  ?  To  whom  may  a  child  be  bold  to  go,  with 
whom  may  a  child  have  hope  to  fpeed,  if  not  with  his  father  ? 
Father,  hear  me.  The  fathers  of  our  flefti  are  full  of  bowels, 
and  pity  their  children,  and  know  how  to  give  good  things  to 
them,  when  they  afkthem:  When  they  afk  bread  or  cloaths, 
>  will  they  deny  them  ?  And  is  not  the  Father  of  fpirits  more  full 
of  bowels,  more  full  of  pity?  Father,  hear  me.  This  is  that 
kind  of  prayer,  which  is  melody  in  the  ears  of  God. 

Corollary  3.  IVhat  an  excellent  pattern  is  here,  for  all  that 
have  the  'charge  and  government  of  others  committed  to  them\ 
rwhether  magiftrates,  minifters,  or  parents^  to  teach  them  how  to 
acquit  them/elves  towards  their  relations^  when  they  come  to 
die/ 

Look  upo^  dying  Jefus,  fee  how  his  care  and  love  to  his  people 
flamed  out,  when  the  time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand.  Surely, 
as  we  are.  bound  to  remember  our  relations  every  day,  and  to 
lay  up  a  flock  of  prayers  for  them  in  the  time  of  our  health,  fo 
it  becomes  us  to  imitate  Chrift  in  our  earneftnefs  with  God  for 
them,  when  we  die.  Tho'  we  die,  our  prayer?  die  not  with 
us.:  they  out-live  us,  and  ihofc  we  leave  behind  us  in  the  world, 
may  reap  the  benefit  of  them,  when  we  are  turned  to  dufl. 

For  my  own  part,  I  muft  profefs  before  the  world,  that  I 
have  a  high  value,  for  this  mercy,  and  do  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart,  blefs  the  Lord,  who  gave  me  a  religious  and  tender 
father  *,  who  often  poured  out  his  foul  to  God  for  me :  he  was 
one  that  was  inwardly  acquainted  with  God ;  and  being  full  of 
bowels  to  his  children,  often  carried  them  before  the  Lord, 
prayed  and  pleaded  with  God  for  them,  wept  and'made  fuppli- 
cations  for  them.  This  flock  of  prayers  an^bleffiDgs  left  by 
him  before  the  Ix^rd,  I  cannot  but  efleem  above  the  faireft  in- 
heritance on  earth.  O  it  is  no  fmall  mercy  t6  have  thonfands 
of  fervent  prayers  lying  before  the  Lord,  filed  up  in  heaven  for 
us.  And  O  that  we  would  all  be  faithful  to  this  duty  !  furely 
our  love,  cfpecially  to  the  fouls  of  our  relations,  Iftieuld  not 
grow  cold  when  our  breath  doth.  O  that  we  would  remember 
this  duty  in  our  lives,  and  if  God  give  opportunity  and  ability, 

*  Mr,  Fichard  Flavel,  a  faithful  and  laborious  preacher  of  the 
gofpel,  at  Hafcler  in  Warwickftiire,  and  afterwards  in  Wilfefay  in 
Glouceflerfiure,  now  with  God. 
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fully  dilchaige  it  when  we  die ;  copfidcnQg,  z%  ChriA  did,  w^ 
Pvail  b€  no  more,  bi^t  they  are  in  this  worId»  ia  the  midft  of  ^ 
defiled,  tempting,  troublefome  worl4:  it  is  the  lad  office  df 
Ipve  that  ever  we  (hall  do  for  them.  After  a  little  while  Wf 
(h^lU  be  no  longer  frnfible  hpw  it  is  witK  them;  for  (as  the 
fbvrch  fpeaks  Ita.  Ixiii.  i6,  *'  Abrab^  is  ignorant  of  u$,  ao^ 
*f  Ifrael  acknowledgeth  us  not")  what  temptations  and  troublef 
inay  befal  them,  we  4o  not  know.  O  imiute  thrift  your  pat? 
t^rn. 

Corollary  4.  To  conclude;'  Hence  ye  may  fee  ^  what  a  high 
qfieem  and  precious  value  Chriji  hath  of  believers :  thi$  w^ 
the  treafure  whith  he  could  not  quit,  he  could  not  die  till  he'ha(} 
f^urcd  it  in  a  fafe  hand  :  **  I  come  unto  thee,  holy  Father,  keep 
<'  through  thine  qwq  name  tho$j  whom  thou  h^ft  given  me." 

Surely  believers  are  dear  to  Jefus  Chrirt ;  and  good  reafoa, 
fpr  be  bath  paid  dear  for  them  :  let  his  dying  language ,  this  I9A 
farewel,  fpcakforhim,  how  he  prized  them.  **  The  Lord's  por» 
**  tioQ  is  his  people,  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inheritapce,"  J>tuu 
jtxxX^'  9-  "  They  arc  a  peculiar  treafure  to  him,  above  all  the 
**  people  of  the  earth,"  Expd.  xix.  5.  What  is  much  upon  our 
hearts  when  w«  die,  is  dear  to  us  indeed.  O  how  precious,  how 
dear  (hould  Jefus  Cbrift  be  to  us  !  Were  we  iirft  and  laft  upoii 
His  heart ;  did  he  mind  us,  did  he  pray  for  us,  did  he  (o  wreftle 
^ith  God  ai^ut  us,  when  the  forrows  of  death  coaipafled  him  a- 
bout  ?  How  much  are  we  engaged)  not  oaly  to  love  him,  and  e- 
(leem  him,  whilftwe  live,  but  tp  be  in  pangs  of  love  for  him, 
when  we  feel  the  paqgs  of  death  upon  us !  to  be  ^ying  him^ 
wheQ  our  eye-Orings  break!  To  have  hot  afFedtions  for  Cbriftt 
when  our  h^ds  and  feet  grow  cold  i  The  very  laft  whilper  qf 
jCMir  departing  fouls  (hou|d  be  this, 

Blejcd  be  aodfor  Jefus  ChrifiJ 
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Opens  the  fecond  preparative  Aft  of  Christ  for  his 
own  Death. 

1  Cor.  XI.  23,  24,  15.  -"^The  Lord  Jefus,  the  fame itight  in 
which  he  xvsts  bctrdyed^  toolf  bread:  and  when  hi  had giver^ 

■  thanks^  he  brake  it,  and  faid^  Take^  eat :  this  is  my  bo^^ 
which  ir>  brokefi  for  ysU  :  this  do  in  remembrance  rfnee.  Af^ 
ter  the  fame  manner  alfo  he  tohk  the  cup,  when  hehadfuppedg 
faying^  This  cup  is  the  New  Teftament  in  my  bhod :  this  do 
yc^  as  (ft  as  ye  drink  its,  mi  remembrance  of  me. 

CHRIST  had  bo  feeder  reGomrifieiaded  his  dca:r  charge  to 
the  Father,  but  (the  time  of  his  death  hafaog  on)  he  b* 
fthotes  his  laft  fupper^  to  be  the  laAing  memorial  of  his  deathi 
ki  all  the  churches,  nntil  his  fecond  coming;  therein  gracioufljr 
,  providing  for  the  cbmfort  of  his  people,  when  he  (hould  be  re* 
moved  out  of  their  fight.  And  this  wa^  kht  fecond  preparative 
k46i  of  Chrifl,  in  order  to  his  death  :  he  will  fet  his  houfe  in  or^ 
•    der,  and  then  die. 

Thrs  his  fecond  aft  ttianifefts  no  lefs  love  thatt  the  forroier } 
It  is  like  \ht  plucking  off  the  ring  from  his  finger,  when  read]f 
to  lay  his  neck  upon  the  block,  and  delivering  It  to  his  deareft 
friends,  to  keep  that  as  a  mem(^ial  of  him :  *'  Take  rhis,  icl 
**  in  remembrance  of  me*" 

In  the  wcrrds  read,  are  four  things  noted  by  the  apoftle,  about 
this  laft  and  lovely  aft  of  Cbrift,  viz.  the  Author,  Time,  Infti^ 
'  tution,  and  End  of  this  hdy,  folemn  ordinance. 

I .  The  author  of  it  *,  The  Lord  Jejiis :  It  is  an  effeft  of  hi« 
lordly  power,  and  royal  au^ority^  Mat.  xxviii.  18.  "Arid 
••  Jcfns  came,  and  fpake  unto  them,  faying.  All  power  is  givctt 
^*  unto  me  in  hea-ven  and  earth  :  Goye  thertfore.  Thegovcrn- 
"  ment  is  upon  his  ftionlderi"  iCst,  ix.  6.  He  ftiall  bear  the 
glory,  Zech^'vi.  13.  Who  but  he  that  can*e  out  of  the  bofoA 
of  the  Father,  and  is  acquainted  with  all  the  coonfels  that  are 
.  there,  knows  what  will  be  acceptable  to  God  ?  A«d  who  but 
lie  can  give  aeatQres,  by  his  bleffing,  their  facramental  efRcaqr 
imd  Virtue^  Bresid  and  wine  are  naturally  fit  to  refreHi  and 

*  The  authority  of  him  who  gives  the  precept,  is  ^  rtafon^rf 
riiefnoep€« 
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noarifh  our  bodies ;  but  what  fitnefs  hate  they  to  nonrifh  fouls  ? 
Surely  none,  but  what  they  receive  from  thcblcffing  of  Chrift 
that  innitutcs  them. 

2.  The  Time  when  the  Lord  Jefus  appointed  this  ordFnance 
"  In  the  fame  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed :"  it  could  not  be 
fooner,  becaufe  the  pafTover  muft  firft  be  celebrated ;  nor  later, 
for  that  night  he  was  apprehended.  It  is  therefore  emphatically 
cxprefled  •»  ni'  nt^r*,  in  that  fame  nighty  that  night  for  ever  to  be 
rennembred.  He  gives,  that  nt^ht,  a  cordial  draught  to  his  diP* 
dplcs  before  the  conflift :  he  fettles,  that  night,  an  ordinance 
in  the  church,  for  the  confirmation  and  confolation  of  his  people, 
in  all  generations,  to  the  end  of  the  world.  By  inftituting  it  that 
night,  he  gives  abundant  evidence  of  his  care  for  his  people,  ia 
fpending  fo  much  of  that  litde,  ver^plitde,  time  he  had  left,  on 
their  account. 

3.  the  Inftitution  it/elf ;  in  which  wc  have  the  memorative 
fignificative,  indrufVive  figns,  and  they  are  bread  and  wine  ;  and 
the  glorious  myfteries  rcprefented  and  ihadowed  forth  by  tbem, 
viz.  Jefus  Chrift  crucified ;  the. proper  New  Teftament  nourifti- 
mcnt  of  believers.  Bread  and  wine  are  choice  creatures,  and  do 
excellently  fhadow  forth  the  flefh  and  blood  of  aucified  Jefus  ; 
and  that  both,  in  their  natural  ufefulnefs,  and  manner  of  prepa- 
ration. Their  ufefulnefs  is  very  great ;  bread  is  a  creature  ne- 
ceflary  to  uphold  and  maintain  our  natural  life  ;  therefore  it  is 
called  the  ftaff  $f  bready  Ifa.  iii.  i.  becaufe  as  a  feeble  man  de- 
pends and  leans  upon  his  ftafT,  fo  doth  our  feeble  fpirits  upon 
bread.  Wine  was  made  to  chear  the  heart  of  man',  Judg,  xi.  13. 
They  are  both  ufeful  and  excellent  creatures ;  their  preparations, 
to  become  fq.  ufeful  to  us,  are  alfo  remarkable.  The  corn  muft 
be  ground  in  the  mill,  the  grapes  torn  and  fqueezed  to  pieces  ia 
the  wine-pr-efs,  before  we  can  either  have  bread  or  wine.  And 
when  all  this  is  done,  they  muft  be  received  into  the  body,  or 
they  nourifh  not.  So  that  thefe  were  very  fit  creatures  to  be  fet 
apart  for  this  ufe  and  end, 

Ifany  obje6V,  It  is  true,  they  are  good  creatures,  but  not  pre- 
cious enough  to  be  the  fignsof  fuch  profound  and  glorious  my* 
.  ftcries  :  It  was  worth  the  creating  a  new  creature,  to  be  the  figii 
of  the  new  covenant.  /  > 

Let  him  that  thus  objefts,  aflc  himfelf,  Avhether  nothing  be 
predous  without  pomp?  The  precioufnefs  of  theie  elements 
is  not  fo  much  from  their  own  natures,  as  their  ufe  and  end  ; 
and  that  makes  them  precious  indeed.  A  Loadjlone  at  fea  is 
much  more  excellent  than  a  i5/4w<?/2rf, ''becaufe  more  ufeful. 
A  penny-worth  of  wax  ^ppli^d  to  the  label  of  a  deed,  ^nd  fealed^ 
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may  ia  a  miaute  h^ve  it's  value  raifed  tothoufands  of  pounds.         \ 
Thefc  creatures  receive  their  value  and  eftimatioa  oa  a  like  ^ 

account.  Nor  (ho;ul4  it  at  all  remaip  a  wonder  to  thee,  why 
Chrift  (hpuld  reprefcnt  himlelf  by  fuch  mean  and  common 
things,  when  thou  haft  weii  confidcred  that  the  excellency  6f 
the  pi<^ure,  is  it*s  fimilitude  and  conformity  to  the  original ; 
and  that  Chrift  was  in  alow,  fad,  and  very  abafed  ftatc, .  whea 
this  pifture  of  him  was  drawn  ;  he  was  then  a  man  offorrows, 
Thele  then,  as  lively  figns,  Ihadow  forth  a  crucified  Jefus,  re- 
preient  him  to  us  }n  his  red  garments.  This  precious  ordinance 
may  much  more  than  Paul,  fay  to  us,  *«  I  always  bear  about  ia 
«'  ray  body,  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jefus  :"  That  is  the  thing  it 
figQifies. 

4.  Laftly,  Take  notice;  of  the  ufe,  defign,  and  end  of  this  in-  ' 
ftitutioQ.  E*5  Tiji'  «,«*jjF  «y«/c»u(r«F,  in  remembrance^  or  for  a  memo- 
rial of  me.  O  there  is  much  in  this  :  Chrift  knew  how, apt  our 
bafq  hearts  would  be  to  lofe  him,  amidft  fuch  a  throiig  of  fen- 
fible  objefts  as  we  here  convferle  with ;  and  how  much  that 
forgctfuinefs  of  him,  and  of  his  fufFerings,  would  turn  to  our 
prejudice  and  lofs ;  therefore  doth  he  af^oint  a  fign  to  be  reraem- 
bred  b,y :  **  As  oft  as  you  do  this,  ye  (hew  forth  the  Lord's  death 
•*  till  he  come."  ,  Hence  we  obferve,  fuiiablc  to  the  dcfiga  of  > 
this  difcourfe,  ,       ' 

Doft!   That  the.facrnmental  memorial  Chrifl  left  with  his  pgo* 
phi  is  afpecialmark  of  his  care  and  love  for  them  **        ' 

What !  To  order  his  pifture^as.  it. were)  to  be  drawn  when 
he  waS' dying,  to  be  left  with  his  fpoufe!  To  rend  his  own 
fle(h,  and  fet  abroach  his  own  blood  to  be  meat  and  drink  for 
our  fouls!  O  what  manner  of  love  was  this!  It  is  true,  his 
pifturc  in  the  facrament  is  full  of  fears  and  wounds ;  but  thefe 
are. honourable  fears,  and  highly  grace  and  commend  it  to  his  , 
Ipoufe,  for  whofe  dear  fake  he  here  received  them, 

*'  They  are  marks  of  love  and  honour  f."  And  he  would  be 
fo  drawn,  or  rather  he  fo  drew  himfelf,  that  as  oft  as  his  people 
looked  upon  that  portraiture  of  him,  they  might  remember, 
and  be  deeply  afFefted  with  thofe  things  he  here  endured  for 
their  fakes.     Thefe  are  the  wounds  my  dear  hulband  Jefus  re* 

*  Our  Lord^  while  in  life,  for  commemorating  kis  death,  ordeiTf 
ed  the  celebrating  of  a  reprefentation  of  his  facriice.     ^ug» 
f  Hoc  funt  injignia  laudij. 
Vot.I.-  "      Nn 
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ceived  for  mf .  Thcfc  arc  the  marks  of  that  love  which  palles 
the  love  of  creatures.  Dfee  the  love  of  a  Savioar  !  This  is  that 
heavenly  Pelican  that  feeds  his  young  with  his  own  blood.  We 
have  read  of  pitiful  and  tender  women  that  have  eaten  the  flefli 
of  th^tr  own  children,  Lam«  iv.  lo.  But  where  is  that  wo- 
fiien  recorded,  that  gave  iier  own  fleih  and  blood  lo  be  meat  and 
drink  to  her  children  ?  Surely  the  fpoufe  may  fay  of  the  love  of 
Chrift,  what  David  in  his  lamentations,  faid  oPthe  love  of  Joaa* 
thani  **  Thy  love  to  me  was  wonderful,  paffihg  the  love  of 
^  women."  Bnt  to  prepare  the  point  to  be  meat  indeed,  and 
drink  indeed  to  thy  foul,  1  fliall  diicufs  briefly  thele  three  things, 
And  halten  to  the  application. 

Firjl^   What  it  is  to  remember  the  Lord  Jefus  in  the  iacna^ 
inent- 

Secondly,  What  aptitude  there  is  in  thit  ordinance,  lo  lo  bring 
him  to  our  remembrance. 

Thirdly,  How  the  care  and  love  of  Chrift  is  difcovered  by 
leaving  fuch  a  memorial  of  himfelf  with  us. 

%  Remembrance,  properly,  is  the  return  of  the  miod  to  an 
objcft,  about  which  it  hath  been  formerly  cdnverfant :  and  it- 
ftiay  fo  return  to  a  thing,  it  hath  converfed  with  before,  two 
ways,;  Jpeculativefy  and  tranjiently:  or  affeciingfyj  and  perma-- 
nently.  A  fpeculative  remembrancey  is  only  to  call  to  mind  tb^ 
hiftory  of  luch  a  perfon,  and  his  fuiFerings ;  that  ChriA  wais 
dfice  put  to  death  in  the  flefli.  An  affeElionate  remembrancef  is 
when  we  lb  call  Chrift  and  his  death  to  our  minds,  as  to  feel 
the  powerful  impreilions  thereof  upon  our  hearts.  Thus, 
Mat.  xKvi.  75.  "Peter  remenAred  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and 
«•  went  out,  and  wept  bitterly."  His  very  heart  was  melted 
With  that  remembrance ;  his  bowels  were  pained,  he  couid  not 
hold,  but  went  out  and  Wept  abundantly.  Thus  Jofeph,  when 
he  fa w  his  brother  Benjamin,  whofe  fight  refrefhed  the  memory 
'  of  former  days  and  endearments,  was  greatly  afFefted,  Gen. 
xliii.  29,  30.  "  And  be  lift  up  his  eyes,  and  faw  his  brother 
•*  Benjamin,  his  mother's  fon  ;  and  faid,  Is  this  your  younger 
"  brother,  of  whom  ye  fpake  to  me  \  and  he  faid,  God  be  gra- 
<r  clous  to  thee  my  fon.  And  Jofeph  made  hafte,  for  histew* 
•*  els  did  vern  upon  his  brother,  and  he  fought  where  to  weep; 
.•*  and  be  entfed  into  his  chamber,  and  wept  tbcre;"    Such- a 

"  %  Meraory  is  a  power  of  renewing  and  rccollefting  thcfe  ideas, 
which  foimerly  were  imprcflTed  ;  but  aftenvards,  vaniSted,  it  is  cal-    * 
led  by  one  name,  Remembrance.     Kesk^rman^  Synt.  Phyf.-  L  4,  ci 
6.  /*  QnnhiJ  536. 
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remembrance  of  Cbrift  is  that  w6ich  is  here  intended.  This  is 
indeed  a  graciouis  remembrance  of  Chrift  ;  the  iformer  hath  no- 
thing of  grace  in  it.  The  time  (hall  come  when  Judas  that  be- 
trayed him,  and  the  Je^s  that  pierced  him,  ftiall  biftorically  re- 
«»ember  what  was  done  ;  Rev.  i.  7.  "  Behold  he  comctb  with 
**  clouds,  and  every  eye  ihall  fee  him  ;  and  they  alfo  which 
**  pierced  him  %  and  all  kindreds  of  die  earth  (hall  wail  because 
.*•  ofbim."  Then,  I  fay,  Jodas  (hall  remember;  This  is  be 
whom  [  perfidioudy  betrayed.  Pilate  (ball  remember ;  This  is 
Jbe  whom  I  fentcnccd  to  be  hanged  on  the  tree,  though  I  was 
owvinced  of  lus  innocency.  Then  the  foIdUrs  (ball  remember ; 
jThis  is  that  face  we  fpit  upon,  that  head  we  crowned  witb 
thoras :  Lo,  this  is  he  whofe  fide  we  pierced,  whole  hands'  and 
feet  we  once  nailed  to  the  crofs.  Bat  ibis  remembrance  wili  be 
ibeir  tormeiit,  not  their  benefit.  It  is  not  therefore  a  bare  bN 
v%)rfcaU  ipectllattve,  bn't  a  gracious,  afiedionace,  imprefltve  re* 
f(ic»hr»noe  of  Chrift,  that  is  here  intended :  and  fuch  aremem* 
brance  of  Chrift  fuppofes  and  ii\cludes, 

r.  The  f«Ving  knowledge  of  him.  We  cannot  be  fald  to 
fefliKmber  what  we  never  knew ;  nor  to  remember,  favingly, 
.what  we  never  knew  £iving)y.  There  have  been  many  previous, 
fw^et,  and  gracious  tran&£iIons,  dealings,  and  intimacies  be- 
•iwlKt  Chrift  and  his  people,  from  the  time  of  their  firft  happy 
acquaintance  with  blm :  mudi  of  that  fweetnefs  they  have  bad 
in.former  coafiderations  of  faim,  and  hours  of  communion  witb 
.him,  is  loft  and  gone;  for  nothing  is  more  Tolatite,  baza^rdous, 
and  inconftant,  than  our  fptritual  comforts :  but  now  at  the 
Lord'a  table,  there  our  M  acquaintance  is  Tenewed,  and  the. 
remembraDTce  of  his  goodnefs  and  love  refrefhed  and  re?iy<d; 
' '  We  will  remember  thy  love  nK>re  than  wine ;  the  upright  love 
«  thee,"  Cant.  i.  4.  • 

2.  hnch  a  remembrance  of  Chrift  incladcs  faith  in  it.  W'ltl^- 
out  difcerning  Chrift  at  a  facrament,  there  is  no  remembrance  of 
him ;  and,  without  feitb,  no xiifcerning  Chrift  thete.  But  when 
the  precious  eye  of  faith  hath  Ipied  Chrift,  under  that  vmI,  k 
prieiendy  calls  up  the  afiedion^,  faying,  "  Come  fee  the  Lord.  * 
Thtfe  are  the  wounds  he  received  from  me.  This  is  be  that 
kyved  me,  and  gave  hitnfelf  for  me.  This  is  his  fle(h,  apd  that 
his  blood ;  J!c  oculus^fic  ilU  manus,  &c  fo  his  arms^vere  ftretch* 
ed  out  upon  the  croia  to  embrace  me  :  fo  his  bleflbd  head  hung 
down  to  kifs  me.  Awake  my  love,  rjpuze  up  my  hope,  Jiwme 
oat  mydefires;  Come  forth,  O  all  ye  powers  and  afTe^ions  of 
my  {mU  come,  fee  the  Loii.   .No  lixoatx  >doth  Chrift  bylii^ 

Nn  a  '  I 
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Spirit  call  to  the  believer  but  faith  hears ;  and  difcerning  the 
voice,  turns  about,  like  Mary,  laying,  Rabboni,  my  Lord,  my 
Mafter. 

3.  This  remembrance  of  Chrift  includes  fuitable  impreffiom 
made  upon  the  affeflions,  by  iuch  a  fight  and  remembrance  of 
him :  and  therein  lies  the  nature  of  that  precious  thing  which 
we  call  communion  with  God.  Various  repreientations  d 
Chrift  arc  made  at  his  table.  Sometimes  the  foul  there  calls  to 
mind  the  infinite  wi/dom,  that  fo  contrived  and  laid  the  glc^ ioos 
and  myfterious  defign  and  projeft  of  redemption  :  the  cffc^of 
this  is  wonder^nd  admiration,  O  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God! 
Eph.  iii.  10.  O  the  depths,  the  heights,  the  length,  the  breadth 
of  this  wifdom  !  I  can  as  eafily  fpan  the  heavens,  as  take  the  jaft  * 
dimenfions  of  it.  Sometimes  a  rcprefentation  of  the /tverity  of 
God  is  made  to  the  foul  at  that  ordinance.  O  how  inflexible 
and  fevere  is  the  juftiCe  of  God  !  What  no  abatements !  00 
fparing  mercy ;  no,  not  to  his  own  Son  ?  This  begets' a  double 
impreflion  on  the  heart* 

(1 .)  Juft  and  deep  indignation  againft  fm  *.  Ah  curfed  fin ! 
It  was  thou  ufedft  my  dear  Lord  fo  ;  for  thy  fake  he  underwent 
all  this.  If  thy  vilenefs  had  not  been  fo  great,  his  fiifieriags 
had  not  been  fo  many.  Curfcd  fin  !  thou  wa^  the  knife  that 
jdabbed  him :  thou  the  fword  that  pierced  him.  Ah  what  re- 
venge it  works. !  I  remember  that  it  is  ftoried  of  one  of  the 
kings  of  Francje,  that  hearing  tbe  bifhop  (as  I  remember  it  was 
Remigius)  read  this  hiftory  of  Chrift's  trial  and  execution,  and 
hearing  how  barbaroufly  they  had  ufed  him,  he  was  moved, 
with  fo  tragical  and  pathetical  a  hiftory,  to  great  indignation  a- 
gainft  Pilate,  the  Jews,  and  the  rude  and  bloody  foldiers,  and 
could  not  contain  himfelf,  but  cried  out,  as  the  biftiop  was 
reading,  "  d  that  I  had  been  there  with  my  Frenchmen,  I 
**  would  have  cut  all  their  throats  who  fo  barbaroufly  ufed  my 
«'  Saviour." 

To  allude  to  this :  when  the  believer  confiders  and  remem- 
bers, that  fin  put  Chrift  to  all  that  ftiatne  and '  ignominy,  and 
that  he  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions,  he  is  filled  with 
hatred  of  fin,  and  cries  out,  O  fin,  I  will  revenge  the  blood  of 
Chrift  upon  thee !  thou  (halt  never  live  a  quiet  hour  in  my 
heart.     And,  '        / 

(2.)  It  produces  an  humble  adoration  of  the  goodnefs  and 
mercy  of  God,  to  exaft  iatisfaftion  for  our  fins,  by  fuch  bloody 

*  Great  is  the  bitteinefs  of  fin,  which  caufed  fo  much  bittcrnefs 
of  fufferiug.*    j^ug. 
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^  Aripes,  from  our  fnrety*  Lord,  if  this  wrath  had  ieized  on 
[^        mc,  as  it  did  on  Chrift,  what  had  been  my  cooditioQ  then  !  If 

thefe  things  were  done  in  the  green  tree^  what  had  been  the  cafe 

of  the  dry  tree  f 


iff 


.|^  Sometimes  reprefentations  f ,  (and  not  common  ones),  are 

made  of  the  love  of  Ckrift,  who  affumec)  a  body  and  foul,  on 
parpofe  to  bear  the  wrath  of  God  for'our  fins«  And  when  that 
iurpadiQg  love  breaks  out  in  its  glory  upon  the  foul,  how  is 
the  (oul  tranfported  and  ravifhed  with  it !  crying  out,  what 
1^  manner  of  love  is  this  !  here  is  a  love  large  enough  to  go  round 
^  the  heavens,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  i  Who  ever  loved  after 
\^  this  rate,  to  lay,  down  his  life  for  enemies  !  O  love  inutterable 
|i  and  unconceivable !  How  glorions  is  my  love  in  his  red  gar- 
*  ments  !  Sometimes  the  fruits  of  his  death  are  there  glorioufly 
±  difplayed ;  even  his  fatisfadlion  for  fin,  and  the  purchafe  his 

blood  made  of  the  eternd  inheritance :  And  this  begets  thank'^ 
j  fdinefs  and  confidence  in  the  foul.     Chrift  is  dead,  and  his 

'  death  hath  fatisfied  for  my  fm.  Chrifl  is  dead^  therefore  my 
'^  ,  foul  (hall  never  die.  Who  (hall  feparate  me  from  the  love  of 
\  God  ?  Thefe  are  the  frnits,  and  this  is  the  nature  of  that  rev 

membrance  of  Chrift  here  fpoken  of. 

Secondly y  What  aptitude  or  conducency  is  there  in  this  or- 
dinance, to  bring  Chrift  fo  to  remembrance  ? 

Much  <»very  way  X  ;  for  it  is  a  fign,  by  him  appointed  to  that 
end,  and  hath  (as  divines  well  obicrve)  a  threefold  uie  and  couf 
fideration,  viz,  as  it  is  memorativey^gni/icative,  and  inftrv^live. 
I.  As  it  is  rnemorative^  and  fo  it  hath  the  nature  and  ufeof  a 
pledge  or  token  of  love,  left  by  a  dying  to  a  dear  furviving 
i  fiend.  And  fo  the  facrameiit,  as  was  faid  before,  is  like  a  ring 
plucfct  off  from  Chrift's  finger,  or  a  bracelet  from  his  arm ;  or 
rather  his  pifture  from  his  breaft,  delivered  to  tis  with  fuch 
words  as  thefe;  "  As  oft  as  you  look  on  this,  remember  me: 
*'  let  this  help  to  keep  me  alive  in  your  remembrance  when  I 
**  am  gone,  and  out  of  your  fight."    It  induces  to  it  alfo, 

'  2i  As  i«is  2i  Jignificative  fign,  moft  aptly  fignifying  both  his 
hitter  fufiferings  for  us,  and  our  ftridl  and  intimate  union  with 
bim;  both  which  have  an  excellent  ufefulnefs  to  move  the  heart; 

t  When  you  look  to  the  Lord,  do  you  think  yourfelf  converfant 
among  mortals,  and  not  rather  tranfported,  as  it  were,  inftantly  in* 
to  heaven.     Cbryfofi^  hem.  L  3. 

X  As  oft  as  this  fupper  is  celebrated,  fo  oft  Chrift,  as  it  were, 
dies  [in  the  view  of  faiib|}  5  and  we  fee  hirn  haogingon  the  crof&i 
Aug.  in  PfaL  xxi.  I 


>6d  ttsikepeft  affeAkttSy  at  the  reaeinbraace  of  it.  The  break- 
iQg  of  the  bread,  aod  flieddiDg  forth  the  wioe,  fignify  the  for- 
mer; our  eatiag,  diiokifig;  luad  iocorporadog  them,  is  a  lively 
iigaificatktt  of  the  other, 

3.  Mkxreover,  this  ordinance  hath  an  excellent  life  and  adhran- 
toge  for  this  afTeAionaCe  remembranpe  of  Chrlft,  as  it  is  an  u»- 
JlruQive  fign.  And  it  many  ways  ioftrufts  us,  aod  enlighiciis 
^urmiad,  particularly  in  diefe  truths,  which  are  very  aficAiog 
ihiags. 

1.  That  Cbrift  is  the  bread  on  ^i^ch  our  fouls  live,  proper 
meat  and  diink  for  believers,  the  moft  excellent  New»Tefia- 
9ient-food.  It  is  fakl,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  25.,  "  Man  did  eat  angels 
^*  food :"  hp.  means  the  manna  that  fell  from  heaven,,  which  was 
lb  excellent,  that  if  angels,  who  are  the  noUeft  creatures,  did 
Jive  upon  material  food,  they  would  chnfe  this  above  all  to  feed 
00.  And  yet  this  was  but  a  type  »id  weak  fliadow  6f  Chri(t, 
«A  whom  iMslievers  fe^d.  Chrift  makes  a  royal  feaft  of  his  own 
fleili  and  blood,  lia.  xxv.  6i,  allpur  delicates  are  in  him. 

2.  It  inAruds  us  that  the  New  Teflament  is  now  in  its  full 
&rce,  and  bo  fubftantial  alteration  can  be  made  in  it,  fmce  the 
teflator  is  dead,  and  by  his  death  hath  ratified  it.  So  that  all 
4be  excellent  proaifes  aod  bleiliags  of  it  are  now  fuUy  eoi^firm* 
ed  to  the  believiDg.foal,  Heb.  ix.  \6^  17.  AH  thefe,  and  ma- 
Jiy  more  choice  truths,  are  we  ipflrufted  in  by  this  fign :  And 
ail  thefe  ways  it  rcmjembers  us  of  ChriQ,  and  helps  powerfuliy 
.la  ral&y  warm,  and  ^c&.  our  hearts  with  that  remembrance  o£ 
kim. 

Thirdly f  The  laft  enquiry  is.  How  Chrift  hath,  hereby,  left 
:fttch  a  fpedal  mark  of  his  care  for,  and  lo>rc  to  his  people.  And 
that  will  evidently  appear,  if  you  confider  thefe  five  partica* 
Jars. 

/  1.  This  is.  a  fecial  mark  of  the  care  fnd  love  of  Chrift,  ia 
as  much  as  hereby  he  hath  made  abundant  provifton  for  the  con- 
firmatfon  and  efiabiiihment  of  the  £akh  of  his  people,  to  the 
end  of  the  world.  For  this  bdng  an  evident  pnoof  that  the 
Mew  TeJflkament  is  in  itsJull^  force,  (Mattfa-  xxvu  28.**  This  s 
.'**  the  cupof  iheNewTefiamentinmyblood'')  ittendsasmuch 
to  our  iatisfadion,  as  the  legal  execution  of  a  deed,  by  which 
9jve  boUd  and-ei^y  our  eftate.  So  that  when  be  faith,  Take,  eat^ 
it  is  as  mifch  as  if  God  (bould  ftaad  before  you  at  the  table 
with  Chrift,  and  all  the  promifes  in  his  hand;  and  fey,  / 
i^ver  tkiito  thieas  my  deed.  What  think  yon,  doth  this  pro- 
siote  and  confian  tbe/alih^of  a  believer?  ifiidoriinot,  what 
doth?  % 
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±  2.  This  is  a  fpecial  mmk  of  Chrift's  care  and^^^-A^d  in  divers 

I  as  by  this  he  haih  made  like  abundaatprovifionr'^  i  will  hear 
meat  of  the  joy  and  comfort  of  his  people.  Be 
this  ordinuQce,  as  Mary  wi5  at  the  iL^pukhrc,  iu\  ie  agony  of 
great  joy^  Maith.  xxviii.  ^,  Come,  reader,  fpeaj;  ncODe  ;  liich 
thou  be  one  that  heartily  loveft  Jcfua  Chriil,  and  haft,  It  was  a 
days,  polllbJy  years  mourning  and  lamenting  becaufc  ibypeibolc, 

I  vidence  and  cloodinefs  Df  thine  iniereft  in  him  ;  who  ha  as  oihtPS 
him  lorrowiog,  in  thij  ordin.ince,  and  in  that,  in  oae  dtes  taken 
and  another ;  if  at  lail  Chnft  ihonld  takie  off  that  malk,  thrthy  di* 

^  covemg  (as  <»«e  c:iUs  it)  from  his  face*  and  be  known  of  mly  in* 
breaking  of  bread  :  fuppole  he  (hould,  by  his  Spirit,  whifpef  have 

.  io  thine  ear  as  thoa  fitted  at  his  table,  DQJtthm  imkedfo  pr1?so/ 
ejleam^  and  value  me  ?  IViH  nathing  but  Chrijl  and  his  kvs  n 
Unt  and  jat'ufy  thee- ?  then,  asfiveet,  kvefy,  and dcftrabie  ^r an 
mm^  know  t hit  lam  thim  ;  take  thine  o-wn  Chrift  into  the  arms  ^ 
thy  faith  this  day  ;  Would  Qot  this  create  in  thy  fbai,  a  joy^ 
traniccndaat  to  all  the  jt>ys  and  pleafures  in  this  world  ?  What 

H       thinkeft  thoQ  of  it  ? 

*  3.  Here  is  a  fignal  mark  oF  Chnft's  care  and  love  \  io  as  much 

%%  this  is  oneot  the  higheft,  and  belt  helps  for  the  moriificati* 
on  of  the  corruption  ot  hi^;  people.     Nothing  tends   more  to 

^  the  liiUing  of  lin,  fbao  this  doth.  ChriA*s  blood,  as  it  is  food 
to  faidi,  16  it  is  poifon  to  oar  lufts.,  O  what  a  pill  is  wrapt  o^ 

^       in  that  bread  I  what  aa  excellent  potion  is  io  that  cup  to  purge 

'       the  foot  ?  Oae  calls  that  table,  an  altar,  bn  which  our  corrop* 
tions  are  facrificed  and  (lain  before  ;he  Lord.     For  how  call ' 
they  that  there  fee  what  Chrift  fuifered  for  fioj  live  any  longer 
therein  ? 

^  .4.  Mor^ver  his  care  and  love  appear  in  providing  an  ordi- 
nance fo  CKaellcnily  adapted,  to  cxcitemnd  Wow  nphis  pedr- 
pie's  love  into  a  lively  flatoe.  When  Jofeph  made  himfclf 
known  to  his^  brethren,  **  1  attt  Jofeph  yotir  brother,  Whom  y6 
**  fold,  be  not  grieved  v- '  O  !  what  fhower  of  tears  and  dear  af* 
fcftions  Was  there  ?  how  did  they  fall  upon  each  others  necks  I 
io  that  the  Egyptians  wondered  at  the  matter.  How  doth  the 
fool  (if  I  may  ib^eak)  paflionately  love  Jeftis  Chrift  at  fnch  a 
titoe  ?  O  what  a  Chrift  is  my  Chrift !  ••  The  faireft  among  ten 
'*  thonfand*''  What  hath  he  done,  what  hath  he  fufFeted  for 
UTe  I  what  great  things  ha^  my  Jefus  given,  and  what  great  things 
hath  he  fbrgiven  me  !  A  world,  a  thoufand  worlds  cannot  fhew 
^nch  another.  Here  the  foul  is  melted  down  by  love  at  his  feet^ 
Itns  pamed  wi*h  love.  -      v      ^ 

5*  To  conclude ;  Chrift's  care  and  love  are  further  mu^^- 


r 
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^9  >ft,  in  this  ordiaancc,  as  it  is  one  af  the  ftrongeft 

\  A  %#i>^^betwixi  them  that  can  be  :  i  Cor.  i.  17.  *'  We 

^  \^J9^^!^*   ^^^  one  bread,  and  o»e  body;  for  we  are  all 

\  ^7]^^ of  that  one  bread."    And -though,  through    our 

Ijf^  i^t  falls  out,  that  what  was  intended  for  a  bond  of  u-  " 

yfij^   a-  i'ondof  contention:  yet,  in  as  much  as  by  this  it 

J/h^P^    dearly  Chri(\  loved  them;  for  as  much  alio  as 

5jC  are  fcaled  up  to  the  fame  inheritance,  their  dividing 

jons   here  flain,  iheir  love  to  Chrift,  and  confequentiy 

other^  here  iipproved  ;  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  ftroog-     , 

iQ  the  worlds  to' wrap  up  gracious  hearts  in  a  bundle  of 


id  thus  I  have  difpatched  the  doftrinal  part  of  this  point. 

improvement  bf  it  is,  in  the  following  inferences. 

^Inference  I.  Did  Chrift  leave  this  ordinance  with  his  chqrch 

p  preferve  his  remembrance  among  his  people  ?  Then  furely 

I  ^fhri/i  fore/aw,  that,  notwith/landing  what  he  is^  hath  done,  fuf* 

fered,  and  promifedyet  to  do  for  i^is  people,  they  will  for  all  this  be 

ftill  apt  to  forget  him. 


t 
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f  A  man  would  think, that  fucha  Chrift  (hould  never  be  one 

whole  hour  together  out  of  his  people's  thoughts  and  afFtfti- 
ons:  that  wherever  they  go,  they  fhould  carry  him  up  and 
down  with  them,  in  their  thoughts,  defires,  and  deligh^ts  :  that 
they  Ihould  let  their  thoughts  work  towards  Chrift  as  the  long- 
ing thoughts  of  her  that  is  with  child  do  work  after  that  (he 
longs  for :  that  they  ftiould  lie  down  with  Chrift  in  their 
thoughts  at  night,  and  when  they  awake  be  ftill  with  him  :  that 
their  very  dreams  in  the  night  ftiould  be  fweet  yifions  of  Chrift, 
and  all  their  words  favour  of  Chrift. 

But  O  the  bafenefs  of  thefe  hearts !  Here  we  live  end  con- 
verfe  in  a  world  of  feofibJe  obje<5s,  which,  like  a  company  of 
thieves,  rob  us  of  our  Chrift,  and  lay  the  dead  child  in  his 
room.  Wo  is  me>  that  it  ftibuld  be  fo  with  me,  who  am  ib 
obliged  to  love  him !  Though  he  be  in  the  higheft  glory  in  hea- 
ven, he  doth  not  forget  us ;  he  hath  graven  us  upon  the  palms 
of  his  hands  ;  we  are  continually  before  him.  He  tfiinks  on»us, 
when  we  forget  him.  The  whole  honour  and  glory  paid  hira 
in  heavpn  by  the  angels,  canpot  divert  his  thoughts  one  moment 
from  us';  but  every  trifle  that  meets  us  iii  the  way,  is  enough  to 
divert  our  thoughts  from  him.  Why  do  w^  not  abhor  and 
loath  ourfelves  for  this  ?  What !  Is  it  a  pain,  a  burden,  to  carry 
Chrift  in  pur  thoughts  about  the  world  ?  As  much  a  burden,  if 
thy  heart  be  fpiritual,  as  a  bird  isburdencd  by  carrying  his  owa 
wings.  ,  ,  . 
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Will  fuch  thoughts  intrude  ualeafoQ:d>ly,  mid  thittl}  greater 
things  than  Chrift  out  of  our  minds  ?  For  ftiana<e,  Chridian,  for 
ihame,  let  not  tKy  heart  play  the  wanton,  and  gjid  fr6m  Chrift 
after  every  vanity.  In  heaven  nothing  elfe  takes  up  the  thoughts 
of  faints  to  eternity ;  and  yet  there  is  no  tiring,  no  fatiety.  O 
learn  to  live  nearer  that  heavenly  life.  Never  le^ve  praying 
and  ftnving,.  till  thou  canft  fay  as  it  is,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  5.  "  Myfoul 
•*  (hail  be  fa\isfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  and  my  bouth 
•*  (hall  praife  thee  with  joyful  lips ;  whilft  f  remember  thee  on 
•*  my  bed,  and  meditate  on  thee  in-  the  night-watches." 

Inference  2.  Hence  alfo  we  infer,  that  Sacrament  fet^m  are 
heart-melting  fiafons :  becaufe  therein  the'moft  affe^iqg  ^od 
heart  melting  recognitions  and  reprefen rations  of '  Chrift  tre 
made.  As  the  Oofpel  offers  him  to  the  ear^  in  the  moft  fwect 
afFc^ing  ibunds  of  grace ;  fo  the  facrament  to  the  eye^  in  the 
mol>  pleafing  vifions  that  are  on  this  fide  heaven. 

Th<re,  hearts  that  will  not  yield  a  tear  under  other  ordW 
nances,  can  pour  out  fl(!>ods  :  Zech.  xii.  10. .''  They  ftiaUloolc 
••  upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn."     Yet  I  dare 

.  not  affirm.,  that  every  one  whofe  heart  is  broken  by  the  believing 
fight  of  Chrift  there,  can  evidence  that  it  is  fo  by  a  dropping 

,  eye.  No,  we  may  fay  of  tears,  as  it  is  faid  of  love,  Cant,  vitt, 
7.  if  fome  Chriftians  would  give  all  the  treafures  of  their  hpufe 
for  them,  they  cannot  be  purchafed :  Yet  they  are  truly  humbled 
for  fin,  and  ferioufly  afFefted  with  the  grace  of  Chrift.  For  the 
fupport  of  fuch,  I  would  diftinguidi,  and  have  them  to  do  ^6  al- 
fo, betwixt  what  \%  ejfential  to  Spiritual  Ibrrow,  and  what  is  ton- 
tingent.  Deep  dilplealure  with  thyfelf  for  fin,  hearty  refolutions^ 
and  defires  of  the  complete  mortification  of  it,  this  is  effential 
to  all  fpiritual  forrow;  but  tears  are  accidental,  and  in  ibme 
conllitutions  rarely  found-     If  thou  haft  the  former,  trouble  not 

,  thyfelf  for  want  of  the  latter,  tho'  \i  is  a  mercy  when  they  kindly 
and  undifltmbledly  flow  from  a  heart  truly  broken. 

And  furely,  to  (ee  who  it  is  that  thy  fins  have  piercc(?,  how 
great,  how  glorious,  how  wonderful  a  pcrfon  that  was,  that  was 
fo  humbled,  abafed,  and  brought  to  the  duft,  for  fuch  a  wretched 
thing  as  thou  art,  cannot  but  tenderly  afteA  the  confidering  fouL 
If  it  was  for  a  lamentation  in  the  captivity,  **  tha»t  princes  were 
•*  ^hanged  up  by  the  hands,  ^nd  the  faces  of  the  elders  not  re- 
**  verenced,"  Lam.  v.  12,  And  if  at  the  death  ^f  Abner,  David 
could  lament,  and  fay,  "a  prince,  and  a  gieat  man  is  fallen  ia 
**  llrael  this  day,"  2  Sam.  iti.  38.,  If  he  could  pathetically  k- 
juent  the  death  of  Saul  and 'Jonathan,  lajing,  *•  Daughters  of 
VojL.  !•  0  g 
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•«  \fraci,  wc^P  over  Saul,  who  cloathed  you  in  fcarlet ;  the 
u  t,canty  of  Israel  is  flain  upon  the  high  places!'*,  Ah!  how 
ifiDch  more  ftould  it  afK:6l:  us,  to  fee  the  beauty  of  heaven  fallen, 
the  prince  €)f  life  hang  dead  upon  a  tree  !  O  let  the  place  where 
you  a(fetnMe  to  fee  this  fight  of  your  crucified  Jefus,  be  a  Bokia, 
ai  place  rf  lamentation.  ^  * 

Infeffnce  3.  Moreover  hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  believing 
0;fiia^ionate  remembrance  of  Chrifiy  is  ofJingtJar  advantage, 
^dlltimes  to  the  people  of  Cod.  For  it  is  the  immediate  end  of 
oDc^f  the  greateft  ordinances  that  ever  Chrift  appointed  to  ttie 
church.    . 

To  have  frequent  recognitions  of  Chrift,  will  appear  to  be 

/Jigiilarly  efficacious  and  ufeful  to  believers,  if  you  confider, 

,   1*.  If  at  any  time  the  heart  be  dead  and  hard,  this  is  the  likc- 

4eft  means  in  the  world  to  diflblve,  melt,  and  quicken  it,     Loolc 

Mthcr  hard  heart ;  hard  indeed  if  this  hammer  will  not  break  it. 

"^Behpld  the  blood  of  Jefus. 

2.  Art  thou  eafily  overcome  by  temptations  to  fin  ?  This  Is 
'  the  mod  powerful  reftraint  in  the  world  from  fin  :  Rom.  vi.  2. 

**  How  ftiall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin,  live  any  longer  therein  ?" 
'We  are  crucified  with  Chrift,  what  havcf  we  to  do  with  fin  ? 
•Have  fuch  a  thought  as  this,  when  thy  heart  is  yielding  to 

•  temptation.     How  can  I  do  this,  and  crucify  thd  Son  of  God 
'  afrclh  !  Hath  he  hot  fuffered  enough  already  on  earth,  Ihall  I 

yet  make  him  groan  as  it  were  for  me  in  heaven  !  Look  as  Da- 

*  vid  poured  the  water,  brought  from  the  well  of  Bethlehem,  da 
the  ground,  though  he  was  athirft,  for  he  faid,  it  is  the  blood 

'  of  the  men ;  f.  <?.  they  eminently  hazarded  their  lives  to  fetch 
it ;  much  more  ftiould  a  chriftian  pour  out  upon  the  ground, 

'  yea,  defpife  and  trample  under  foot,  the  greateft  profit  or  plea- 
fiwe  of  fin  ;  laying,  Nay,  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  I 
will  on  no  terms  touch  it,  for  it  is  the  blood  of  Chrift :  it  cdft 
blood,  infinite,  precious  blood  to  expiate  it.  If  there  were  *a 
Jcnife  in  your  houfe  that  had  been  thruft  to  the  heart  of  your  Fa- 

'  ther,  you  would  not  lake  pleafure  to  fee  that  knife,  much  lefs  to 

'  life  it. 

3.  Are  you  afraid  your  fins  are  riot  pardoned,' but  ftill  ftaud 
'  upon  account  before  the  Lord  ?  What  more  relieving,  what  more 
,  fatisfying,  than  to  fee  the  cup  in  the  New  Teftament  in  the  blood 

of  Chrift,  which  is  **  filed  for  many  for  the  remjifion  of  lias  ? 
'  «*  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft  ?  It  is 
•*  Chrift  that  died." 

4.. Are  you  ftaggcred  at  your  fufferings,  and  hard  things  yoa 
muft  endure  for  Chrift  in  thit  world  i  Doth  the  ftefti*(briitk'back 


^ 
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from  thele  thmgs,.atd  cry,  fparc  thiyfelf  ?   Wi^t  jis  thcr<  (a  tU 
world  more  likely  to  fteel  and  fortify  thy  fpiruwitii  refoJMtloQ 
and  courage,  than  fuch  a  fight  ^s  thisi  Did  Chri^face  the  >irraili 
of  men,  and  the  wrath  of  God  too  ?  Did  he  flan^as  a  pillar  of 
tsyrais,.  with  iujibr^4i^Q  pgtieac^  a^d  ft^dfaA  re%tioa,  uadcc 
fuch  troubles  as  never  met  in^^e  like  height  upon  a^y  mere  crea- 
ture, till  dc^tj)  beat  the.laft  hjreathaut  oi'hisAoftri^  And  (hall 
I  (brink  for  a  trifle  ?  Ah,  he  did  not  ferve  me  fo  !  1  WJl  arm  my« 
^li  with  the  like  mind,  \  Pet.  ii.  2.  \  ) 

5.  is  thy  faith  daggered  at  the  promKes  ?  canft  thoi  not  reft 
upon  a  promife  ?  Here  is  what  will  help  thee  againft  hoj^  to  be* 
lieve  in  hope,  giving  glory  to  Gpd.  For  this  is  God's  feal  ad^ 
ded  to  his  covenant,  which  ratifies  an^  binds  faft  all  that  God 
h^th  fpokon. 

6.  Doft  thou  idle  away  precious  time  vainly,  and  live  pn- 
ufcfully  to  Chrift  in  thy  generation  ?  What  more  apt  both  to  con- 
vince and  cure  thee,   than  fuch  remembrance  of  Chrift  as  this? 
O  when  thou  confidereft  thou  art  not  thine  own,  thy  time,  thy 
talents  arc  not  thine  own,  but  Chrift's  ;  when  thou  (halt  fee  thou 
art  bought  with  a  price  (a  great  price  indeed)  and  (p  ^rt  ftri<^ly 
obliged  to  glorify  God,  with  thy  foul  and  body,  which  are  his, 
iCor.  V.  14.     This  will  powerfully  awake  a  dull,  fluggi(h,  an4 
lazy  fpirit.    In  a  word,  what  grace  is  there,  this  remembrance  of 
Chri(l  cannot  quicken?  What  fin  cannot  it  mortify  ?  What  duty 
cannot  it  animate  ?  O  it  is  of  fingular  ule  in  all  cafes  to  the  peo- 
ple of  God ! 

Inference  j^,  Laftly  we  infer;  Though  all  other  things  ^,  yet 
Chriji  neither  dothy  nor  can  growjlale*  Here  is  an  ordinance 
to  prefervc  his  remembrance  frefh  to  the  end  of  the  world  1 
The  blood  pf  Chrift  doth  never  dry  up.  The  teauty  of  this 
rofe  of  Sharon  is  never  loft  or  withered.  He  is  the  fame  yefter- 
day,  to  day,  arid  for  ever.  As  his  body  in  the  grave  faw  n6 
corruption,  fo  neither  can  his  love,  or  any  of  his  excellencies'. 
When  the  faints  (hall  have  fed  th^ir  eyes  upon  him  in  heaven, 
tboufands  and  millions  of  years,  he  (ball  be  as  fre(h,  beaytifuL 
and  client  as  at  the  beginning.  Other  beauties  have  their  prime, 
^d  their  fading  time  ;  but  Chrift  abides  eternally.  Our  delight 
in  creatures  is  often  moft  at  firft  acquaintance  ;  when  we  come 
nearer  to  thetn,  and  fee  more  of  them,  the  edge  of  Qpr  de- 
light is  abated :  but  the  longer  you  know  Chrift,  and  the  nearer 
you  come  to  him,  ftill  the  more  do  you  (ee  of  his  glory. '  Every 
farther  profpeft  of  Chrift  entertains  thcmtodw;iih^  freftide- 

■po  z   .'      .   ,:  ,    '[''''■', 


^M  The  Fountain  of  Life.  Serm^  XXH^ 

light.  He  is  a«*  ^^^  *  °c^  Chrift  e?cry  3af ,  and  yet  the  hmt 

Chriftftill. 

Blejfed  b$  God  for  Jefus  Chrift. 

SERMON     XXU. 

ppefls  tlie  third  preparative  AA  of  Christ  for  his 

^  own  Death. 

/ 

tuK^  xxii.  41,  42,  43,  44.  And  he  was  withdrawn  from  them 
aknit  a  ftones  cqfi,  and  kneeled  down^  and  prayed,  faying.  Fa- 
ther, If  thou  he  willing f  remove  this  cup  from  me :  neverthe- 
kfs^  not  my  will,  hut  thine  be  dene.  And  there  appeared  an 
^  ^ngel  unto  him  from  heaven,  firengthening  him  And  beings 
in  an  agony  he  prayed  more  earnejlty  -.  and  his  fweat  was  at 
it  were  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground. 

f  I  S  H  E  hour  is  now  almoft  come,  even  that  hour  of  forrow, 
JL  which  Chrift  had  fo  often  fpoken  of.  Yet  a  little,  a  very 
little  while,  and  the  Son  of  man  is  betrayed  into  the  hands  of 
Cnners.  He  hath  affeftionately  recommended  his  children  to 
'  his  Father.  He  hath  fet  his  houfe  in  order,  and  ordained  a  me- 
morial of  his  death  to  be  left  with  his  people,  as  you  have  heard. 
There  is  but  one  thing  mcM-e  to  do,  and  then  the  tragedy  begins. 
He  recommended  us,  he  muft  alio  recommend  himfelf  by  prayer 
to  the  Fadier ;  and  when  that  is  done,  he  is  ready,  let  Judas 
with^  the  black- guard  come  when  they  will.  , 

This  laft  aft  of  Chrift's  preparation  for  his  own  death,  is  con- 
tained in  this  fcripture':  wherein  we  have  an  account,  i .  Of  his 
prayer,  a.  Of  the  agony  attending  it.  3.  His  relief  in  that  agony, 
oy  an  angel  that  came  and  comforted  him. 

I.  The  prayer  of  Chrift;  in  a  praying  pofture  he  will  be 
found  when  the  enemy'  comes;  he  will  be  taken  upon  his 
Icnees:  he  was  pleading  hard  Vith  God  in  prayer,  for  ftrength 
to  carry  him  through  this  heavy  trial,  when  they  came  to  take 
him.  hvA  this^'praycr  was  a  very  remarkable  prayer,  both  for 
thefoRtarinefs  of  it,  he  withdrew  about  a  ftone's  caft,  ver.  4  Ia 
from  bis  deareft  Intiinates,  no  ear  but  bis  Father's  (hall  hear 
^hat  be  had  now  to  fay  :  and  for  the  vehemenc^  and  importu- 
nity  of  it:  thefe  were  thole  mnn^mt  Heb.  v.  7.  uroug  cries  that 
5>c  poured  ont  to  God  in  the  days  bf  his  fle(h.  And  for  the  Am' 
mt&y  exprcfled  in  it;  he  f^l  upon  the  groundi  be  rolled  hioi* 
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fclf  is  it  were  in'the  duft,  at  his  Father's  feet.    And  in  divers 
other  reipefts  it  was  a  very  rensiarkable  prayer,  as  you  wiU  bear  • 
anon. 

2.  This  ftripturc  gives  you  aMb  an  account  of  the  agony  di 
C  hrift,  as  well  as  of  his  prayer,  and  that  a  moft  firange  one  ;  luch 
as  in  all  reipefts  never  was  known  before  in  nature.  It  was  a 
fweat  as  it  had  been  blood,  which  [as]  is  neither  an  hyperbole, 
as  fome  would  make  it ;  nor  ypt  a  iimilitude  of  blood,  a&  othera 
fancy,  but  a  real  bloody  fweat<  For  fo  [as]  is  fbmedmes  take& 
for  the  very  thing  itfclf,  as  John  i.  14.  And  as  a  *  worthy  di- 
vine of  our  own  well  notes,  that  if  the  floly  Ghoft  had  only  in« 
tended  it  for  a  fimilitude  or  refemblance,  he  would  rather  have 
cxprefled  it,  as  it  were  drops  of  luatery  than  as  it  were  drops  <^ 
ilood,  for  fweat  more  rcfembles  water  than  blood. 

3.  You  have  here  his  relief  in  this  his  agony,  and  that  by  an 
angel  dilpatched  poft  from  heaven  to  comfort  hinj»  The  Lord 
of  angels  now  needed  the  comfort  of  an  angel.  It  was  time  to 
have  a  little  refrefhrnent  when  his  face  and  body  too  flood  as  full 
of  drops  of  blood,  as  the  drops  of  dew  are  upon  thcgrafs.  Hence 
we  note,  - 

Doft.  That  our  Lord  Jfe/ur  Chrift  was^  praying  to  his  Father 
in  an  extraordinary  agony,  when  they  came  to  apprehend  him 
in  the  garden. 

To  open  and  prepare  this  laft  aft  of  prcparairon  on  Chrift's 
part  for  our  ufe,  I  (ball  at  this  time  fpeak  to  thefe  particulars. 
/Vr/?,  The />/^f^  where  he  prayed.  Seeondfy,  The  time  when 
he  prayed,  Thirdly,  The  matter  of  his  prayer.  And  iaft/y.  The 
manner  how  he  prayed. 

Firjl^  For  the  circumftance  of  place  f ,  where  was  this  laft  and 
remarkable  prayer  poured  out  to  God  ?  It  was  in  the  garden  ; 
St.  Matthew  tells  us  it  was  called  Gcthfemane,  which  fignifies 
(as  Pareaus  on  the  place  obferves)  **  thfe  valley  of  fatnefs,  viz. 
"  of  olives,  which  grew  in  that  valley  or  garden  moft  plenti* 
"  fully."  This  garden  lay  very  near  to  the  city  of  Jerufalem. 
^^he  city  had  twelve  gates,  five  of  which  were  on  the  caft  fide 
of  it,  among  which  the  moft  remarkable  were  the  fotrntaingaifp 
ib  called  of  the  fountain  Siloe.     Through  this  gate  Chrift  rode 

*  Mr.  Arobrofe,  looking  to  Jefus* 

\In  locum  Gethfemane^Gr,  x<^M*  >  feddunt vl/lofn,  vel pradiuffi 
di^um  Gethfemaaey  Heb,  .jyJUiJii'O*  quod  fonat  valletf^pingui-' 
W^%  newfe  olearumt  fua  nsmirum  ijiic  uberius  pr^enieHf^t.  fiu 
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inio  the  difja  triomph,  when  he  came  from  Bethao;.  The  o* 
Iber  was  tbt/beep-gaie^  lo  called  from  the  multitude  o(  (heep  drt* 
▼CD  ia  at  it  for  theiacrifice,  for  it  Aood  cloie  by  thetemple ;  an4 
Ciofe  by  this  gate  was  the  garden  called  Gethfemaoe^  where  they 
UppreheodedChriA.  aodkd  him  through  this  gate,  as  a  Hieep  to 
|he  flaughter.  Betwixt  this  garden  and  the  city,  ran  the  brook 
CedroD»  which  roie  from  a  hill  upon  the  fouth,  and  ran  upon  the 
caft  part  of  the  city,  between  Jeru&lem  and  the  mount  of  olives : 
4iad  over  this  brook  ChriA  pafled  into  the  garden^  John  xviii.  i. 
To  which  the  Ptilmift  alludes  in  Pfal.  ex.  7.  "  He  (hall  drink  of 
•*  the  brook  in  the  way,  therefore  (hall  he  lift  up  the  head."  For 
this  brook  ronaing  through  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat,  that  fertile 
foil,  together  with  the  faith  of  the  cjty,  which  it  wafhed  away, 
gave  the  waters  a  black  tiuAure,  and  fo  fitly  reiembled  thoie 
grievoas  fniTerings  of  Chrift,  in  which  he  tafted  both  the  wrath 
of  God  and  men.  1 

Now,  Chrift  went  not  into  this  garden  to  hide,  or  (helter 
himfelf  from  his  enemies.  No,  that  was  not  his  end ;  for  if  (b, 
it  had  been  the  moft  improper  place  he  could  have  chofen,  it 
being  the  accuftomed  place  where  he  was  wont  to  pray,  and  a 
place  well  known  to  Judas,  who  was  now  coming  to  icek  him, 
fis  yott  may  fee,  John  xviii.  2.  "  And  Judas,  which  betrayed 
'•*.  him,  knew  the  place,  for  Jefus  oft  times  reforted  thither  with 
**  his  difciples.  So  that  he  repairs  thither,  not  to  (hun,  but 
to  meet,  the  enemy ;  to  offer  himfelf  as  a  prey  to  the  wolves, 
which  there  found  him,  and  laid  hold  upon  him*  He  alio  re- 
forted thither  for  an  hour  or  two  of  privacy  before  ihey  came, 
that  he  might  there  freely  pour  out  his  foul  to  God.  So  much 
for  the  circumftances  of  place  where  be  prayed. 

Secondly,  We  ihall  confider  the  time  when  he  entred  into  this 
garden  to  pray  :$  :  and  it  was  in  the  (hutting  in  of  the  even- 
ing: for  it  was  after  the  paiTover  and  the  fupper  were  ended. 
Then  (as  Matthew  hath  it,  Ch^p.  xxvi.  36.)  Jefus  went  over 
the  brook  into  the  garden,  betwixt  the  h6urs  of  nine  and  tea 
in  the  evening,  as  it  is  conj enured  ;  and  fo  he  had  betwixt  two 
;ind  thf^e  hours  time  to  pour  out  his  foul  to.God.  For  it  was 
#  about  midnight  that  Judas  and  the  fol'diers  came  and  appcehended 
jbim  there.  So  that  it  being  immediately  before  his  apprchen- 
^on,  it  (hews  us  in  what  frame  and  pofture  Chrift  deflred  to  h|e 
fpund :  and  by  it  he  left  us  an  excellent  pattern,  what  we  ought 

%  Ax  that  time,  vi%A  at  the  approach  of  the  eveniDg,^,  after  the 
celebration  of  the  paiTover  and  Eucharifl,  having  given  tbank$>  thej 
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to  do,  when  eminent  dan^rs  are  near' us,  even  at  th€  (fdor.  It 
becomes  a  fcAdkt  to  iiie  fighting,  **  and  a  minifter  to  die  preach* 
«*  ing  II,"  and  a  Chriftian  to  die  prdying.  If  they  eomc;  they 
find  Chrift  npori  bis  knees,  wreftKng  mightily  with  God  by 
prayer.  He  never  fpent  one  moment  of  the  tim«  of  this'life  idly  \ 
but  thefe  were  the  laft  moments  he  had  to  live  in  the  world, 
and  here  you  may  fee  how  they  were  filled  up  and  employed. 

Thirdly,  Next  let  us  confider  the  matter  of  his  prayer,  of 
the  things  about  which  he  poured  ont  his  foul  to  God  in  thft 
garden,  that  evening.  And  ver.  42.  informs  us  what  that  was  : 
he  prayed,  faying,  "  Father,  if  thou  be  willing,  remove  this  cup 
**  from  me ;  ncverthelefs,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.* 
Thefe  words  are  involved  in  many  difficulties,  ^s  Chrift  hinKfelf 
Was  when  he  uttered  them.  By  the  eup,  underAand  that  por- 
tion of  forrows,  then  to  be  diftributcd  to  him  by  his  Father. 
Great  affliflions  and  bitter  trials  arc  frequently  expreffed,  in  fcrip- 
ture,  under  the  metaphor  of  a  cup.  So,  that  dreadful  ftorm  of 
-wrath  upon  the  wicked  in  Pfal.  xi.  6.  "  Upon  the  wicked  he 
**  (hall  rarafnares,  fire,  and  brimftone,  and  a  horrible  teropeft; 
"  this  (hall  be  the  portion  of  their  cup,"  it  e.  the  puniftiment 
allotted  to  them  by  God  for  their  v/ickednefs.  And  an  exceecf- 
itig'great  mifery,  by  a  large  or  deep  cup.  SoEzek,  xxiii.  32', 
I  33.  •'  Thou  (halt  drink  of  thy  fiftcrs  cup  deep  and  large  :  thoti 

!  '•'  (hdt  be  laughed  to  fcorn,  and  had  inderifion;  itcontaineth 

i  "'•  much.     Thon  (hah  be  filled  with  drunkennels  and  forrcfw, 

I  ;**  with  the  cup  of  aibniftiment  and  defolation,  with  the  cup  ot 

i  **  thy  fifter  Samaria."     And  when  an  affliftion  is  compounded 

I     ^       of  many  bitter  ingredients,  flinging  and  aggravating  con fidera- 
tions  and  circumftances,  then  it  is  faid  to  be  mixed.     **  In  tht 
i  '**  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup,  and  the  wine  ts  red,**  (not- 

\  ing  a  bfoody  trial)  **  it  is  full  of  hiixture,  ^nd  he  pourethout 

1  **  the  fame,  but  the  dregs  thereof  all  the  wicked  of  tixc  earth 

I  '**  fhall  wring  them  out,  and  drink  them :"  *.  rt  they  (hall  have 

I  the  worft  part  of  the  judgment  for  their  (hare.     Thus,  afBiftions 

I  and  calamities  are  exprelTed  by  the  metaphor  of  a  cup;  gre^t 

calamities  by  a  deep  and  large  cup;  aflBiftions  compounded  df 


j  many  aggravating  circumftances,  by  a  mixed  cup.     And  from 

{  the  eflc<^  it  hath  on  thofe  that  mu(t  drink  it,  is  called  a  cup  of 

(  trembling,  Ifa.  Ivii.  17.  "  Thou  haft  drunken  at  the  hand  6f 

I  '**  the  Lord,  the  cup  of  his  fury,  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trcni- 

'  *'  bling."     Such  a  cup  now  was  Chrift's  cup ;  a  cup  of  wrath'; 
f  *a  large  and  deep  cup,  that  contained  more  wrath  thatt  cv«r  was 


{  Oportet  tbtologufn  concionanttm  moru 
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drunk  by  any-crcatnrc,  even  the  wrath  of  an  ioibice  God.  A 
mixed  cap,  mixed  with  God's  wrath  and  man's  in  the  extremity* 
And  all  the  bitter  aggravating  drcumftances  that  ever  coaid  be 
imagined;  great  coofternatioo  and  amazement;  this  was  the 
portion  of  his  cup. 

By  the  paffing^ftbe  pip  from  him,  under ftand  his  exemptioa 
from  fufiering  i;bat  dreaidful  and  horrid  wrath  of  God,  which  he 
forefaw  to  be  qow  at  hand.  For  as  the  coming  of  the  cup  to  a 
man,  doth,  in  fcripture-phrafe,  note  his  bearing  and  fufTering  of 
evi],  as  you  find  it,  Lam.  iv.2 1.  <'  Rejdce  and  be  giad,  O  daugh- 
**  ter  of  Edom,  that  dwelleft  in  the  land  of  Uz;  the  cup  al(b 
•'  (half  pafs  diroogh  unto  thee;  thou  (halt  be  drunken,  and 
•«  make  thyfelf  naked ;"  which  is  an  ironical  reproof  of  the 
Idumeans,  the  deadly  enemies  of  the  Jews,,  who  wickedly  infuk- 
cd  over  them,  when  the  cup  was  at  their  mouths :,  as  if  the  J^ird 
had  faid,  you  have  laughed  and  jeered  at  my  people,  when  my 
hand  was  on  them  ;  you  rejoiced  to  fee  their  calamities  :  well, 
make  yourfelves  merry  (till  if  yoocan,  the  cup  (hall  pafs  through 
unto  thee ;  thy  turn  is  coming,  then  laugji  if  thou  can(V.  So, 
on  the  contrary,  the  paflSng  away  of  the  cup,  notes  freedom 
from,  or  our  cicaping  of  thofe  miferies.  And  lb  Chrift's  mean- 
ing, in  this  conditional  requeA,  is,  Father,  if  it  be  thy  will, 
excufe  me  from  this  dreadful  wrath ;  my  (bul  is  amazed  at  it. 
Is  there  no  way  to  (hun  it  ?  Cannot  I  be  excufcd  ?  Or  if  it  be 
poflible;  fpare  me.  This  is  the  meaning  of  it.-  But  then  here 
is  the  diffiiculty,  how  Chrift,  who  knew  God  had  from  ever- 
lafting  determined  he  (hould  drink  it,  who  had  compared  and 
agreed  with  him  in  the  covenant  of  redemption  fo  to  do,  who 
came  (as  himfelf  acknowledges)  for  that  end  into  the  world, 
John  xviii.  37.  who  forefaw  this  hour  all  along,  and  profefTcd 
when  he  fpake  of  this  bloody  baptifin  with  which  be  was  to  be 
baptized,  that  he  was  "  ftraitned  till  itwasaccomplifhed,"  Lnkc 
xii,  50.  How  (1  (ay)  to  reconcile  all  this  with  fuch  a  petition, 
that  now  when  the  cup  was  delivered  to  him,  it  might  pafs, 
or  he  excufcd  from  fuiFering ;  this  is  the  knot,  this  is  the  diffi- 
culty. 

What !  did  he  now  repent  of  his  engagement  ?  Was  all  he 
faid  before  but  a  flouriCh,  before  he  faw  the  enemy  ?**  Doth  he 
now  begin  to  wi(h  tobedifengagcd,  and  that  he  had  never  under- 
tr.ken^fuch  a  work?  Is  ihar the  meaning  ofh?  No,  no,  Chrift 
DLVcr  repented  of  his  engagement  to  the  Father,  never  was 
Tviiling  to  lei  the  burden  Se  on  us,  rather  than  on  himfelf  | 
there  was  not  fuch  a  thought  ia  his  hcly  and  faithfiU  hearty 
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but  xkit  refoiirtiOQ  cf  this  doubt  depeitcb  upon  another  diAififl!* 
on,  which  will  clear  bis  mexwug  In  it. 

0.  YoQ  mufi  diftiogtiifh  of  prayers.  Some  are  e^lvte  and 
peremptoi-y ;  azrd  io  to  hvit  prayed  that  the  cup  nnght  paf9» 
would  have  been  cha:rgeable  with  focb  abfardities^  as  were  but 
now  meaiioped  :  others  are  r«;iii/{«;ziiy  and  fobmiffive  prayer$» 
"  If  h  axay  be,  if  the  l-ord  pkafe.*'  And  fiich  was  this,  if  thou 
be  wiUiag ;  if  Dot,  I  will  drink  it.  Bat  yon  will  fay,  CKrtft 
knew  wbat^  Was  the  oMod  of  God  m  that  cafe ;  he  knew  what 
traafaOipos  had  of  old  been  betwixt  h«s  Father  and  him  ;  and 
therefore  though  he  did  not  pray  abfolutely,  yet  it  is  (Irauge  fae 
ivould  pray  condidohaily  it  might  pafs.     Therefore  in  the 

2^,  Place,  yon  malt  dlAio^ifh  of  thd  natures^  according  to 
Which  Christ  allied.  He  aAed  Ibmetimcs  as  God,  and  fometim^ 
as  man.  Here  be  afled  accordtsg  to  his  human  nature ;  Amply 
exprefliag  and  manifenir^-^  in  this  requeft  the  reluAancy  it  had 
at  fuchiafTerings:  wherein  he  (hewed  himfeif  a  true  ttan,  in 
ibunaiiig  that  which  is  deltruAive  to  bis  nature. 

As  Chrift  had  two  diflmft  natures,  io  two  i\Km&  wills.  And 
(as  one  well  obferves)  in  the  life  of  Chrift,  there  mmis  an  inter*, 
mixture  of  power  and  weaknefs,.  cS  the  divine  gk)ry^  and  hu- 
man fra»lty«  At  his  bwrtb  a  ftar  ftione,  but  he  was  laid  in  a 
manger.  The  Devil  tempted  him  ia  thd  wilderneis,  but  there 
angds  minifhed  to  him.  As  man  he  was  deceived  in  tht  fig- 
tfee,  but  as  God  he  biafted  it.  He  was  caught  by  tlie  fotdiers 
in  the  garden,  but  fir  ft  made  them  fall  back.  Soher-e,  as  man 
he  feared  and  (huaned  death ;  but  as  God-man  he  williog^iy  (ub* 
nafitted  ro  it. 

"  k  was  (as  ♦  Deodaftus  weU  exprcflis  it)  a  purely  natural  de- 
**  fire,  inere  man,  by  which  for  a  (bort  moment  he  appreheinded 
'*  and  ftitinned  death  and  torments ;  bat  quickly  reeaikd  himfcif 
**  to  obedience,  by  a  dcltbcrate  will,  to fub^hitbimfelf  to  Go<f. 
^'  And  befides  chat,  this^  defire  was  but  conditional,  under  the 
''  will  of  God,  accepted  by  Cbrift  $  but  from  the  contefli|Hati^  . 
**  on  of  which  he  was  a  while  diverted  by  th^  extremity  of  hor* 
**  rors  :  therefore  there  was  no  fin  in  it,  btitonly  a  (hort  eon- 
**  fti£t  of  nature,  preieotly  overcome  by  r^afon,  and  a  &tth 
**  will ;  or  a  fmail  fafpenfion,  quickly  overcome  by  a  mo/l 
*'  Aroog  reiblution.  Finally,  this  facred  deliberiftion  in  JefiiS 
^  was  not  made  fimpiy,  or  in  an  i^ftanl^  l?ut  with  a  ihorr  tim^ 

♦  Deodati  jfnnot.  On  Mat*  xxvk.  3^. 
Voir.  L  t  t 
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**  and  with  a  conatcrpoifc,  which  is  the  natural  property  of  the 
*'  foul  in  its  motions,  and  voluntary  adltons/' 

In  a  word,  as  there  was  nothing  of  fin  in  it,  it  being  a  pure 
and  finleTs  affeftion  of  nature ;  fo  there  was  much  good  in  it^ 
and  that  both  as  it  was  a  part  of  his  fatisfa^ion  for  our  fin,  to 
futfer  inwardly  fuch  fears,  tremblings,  and  con/ler nations :  and 
as  it  was  a  clear  evidence,  that  he  was  in  all  things  made  like 
unto  his  brethren,  except  fin.  And  lafily,  as  it  ferves  notably  to 
exprefs  the  grievoufneft  and  extremity  of  Chriil's  fufferings, 
whoPe  very  profpefb  and  appearance,  at  fome  diftance,  was  fo 
dreadful  to  him. 

If  the  learned  reader  defire  to  fee  what  is  further  (aid  on  this 
point,  let  him  read  what  the  judicious  and  learned  Parker,  ia 
his'exi:el]ent  book  de  defcenfu  f,  hath  collei^ed  upon  that  cafe*. 

Fourtkfyy  Let  us  confider  the  manner  how  he  prayed,  and 
that,  was, 

1.  SoUtarify.  He  doth  not  here  pray  in  the  audience  of  hts 
difciples,  as  he  had  done  before,  but  went  at  a  diftance  from 
them,  fie  had  now  private  bufioefs  to  tranfad  with  God*  He 
left  fome  of  them  at  the  entring  into  the  garden  ;  and  for  Pe- 
ter, James,  and  John»  that  went  farther  with  him  than  the  xeft, 
he  bids  them  remain  there,  while  hewedt.and  prayed  |.  He 
did  not  defire  them  to  pray  with  him,  or  for  him ;  no,  he  muft^ 
tread  the  wineprefs  albnei  Nor  will  he  have  them  with  hiii^ 
poilibly  left  it  fiiould  difcourage  them  to  fee  and  hear  how  he 
groaned,  fweat,  trembled,  and  cried,  as  one  in  an  agony,  to  his 
Father. 

Reader,  there  are  times  and  cafes,  when  a  Chriftian  would  not 
be  willing,  the  deareA  and  moft  intimate  friend,  he  hath  in  the 
world,  fiiould  be  privy  to  what  pafies  betwixt  him  and  his  God. 

2.  It  w^s  an  humble  prayer,  that  is  evident  by  the  poflureS 
into  which  he  caft  himfelf :  fometimes  kneeling,  and  fometimes 
proftrate  upon  his  face.  He  creeps  in  the  very  duft,  lowephts 
cannot  fall ;  and  his  heart  was  as  low  as  his  body«  He  is  meek 
and  lowly  indeed.    ' 

3.  It  was  .a  reiterated  prayer  he  frays,  and  then  returns  to 
the  difciples,  as  a  man  in  extremity  turns  every  way  for  com- 
fort: fo  Chrift  prays^  **  Father,  let  this  cuppafs,"  but  in  that 
the  father  hears  him  not ;  though  as  to  fupport  he  was  heard. 
^elQg  denied  deliverance  by  his  Father,  he  goes  andbeoooaiK, 

\  Parker  de  defcenfuy  Uh.  3../.  192,  &c,  * 

X  He  fceks  relief  to  grief,  by  prayer  in  which,  that  he  n»fibt  be! 
mor«  at  lH>erty,  he  retires  a  little*  ' 
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hSmfeif  to  his  penHve  friends,  and  compiains  bitterly  to  them, 
**  my  fouMs  exceeding  fbrrowful  even  unto  death,"  He  would 
«afe  himiclf  a  little,  by  opening  his  condition  tothem;  but  alas, 
they  rather  increafc  than  eafe  his  burden.  For  he  finds  them  a- 
fleep,  which  occafioned  that  gentle  reprehcnfion  from  him.  Mat, 
XX vi.  40.  **  What,  could  you  not  watch  with  me  one  hour  V* 
What,  not  watch  with  me  ?  Who  may  expe<it  it  from  you  more 
than  I  ?  Cotild  you  not  v)atch  f  I  am  going  to  die  for  you,  and 
cannot  ym  watch  with  me?  What!  cannot  you  watch  with  me 
^ne  hour  ?  Alas !  what  if  I  had  required  great  matters  from  you  ? 
What !  not  an  hour^  and  that  the  parting  hour  tpo !  Chrift  finds 
no  <eafe  from  them,  and  back  again  he  goes  to  that  fad  place, 
which  he  had  Aained  and  purpled  with  a  blqody  fweat,  and  prays 
to  the  fame  purpofe  again.  O  how  he  returns  upon  God  over 
.«nd  over,  as  if  he  refolved  to  take  no  denial !  Bu^however,  con- 
fidermg  it  muft  be  (o,  he  fweetly  falls  in  ^ith  his  Father's  wili. 
Thy  will  be  done.  \ 

4.  And  ladly,  It  was  at  prayer  accompanied  with  a  ftrange  anid 
wonderful  agony ;  to  faith  ver.  44.  "  and  being  in  an  agony,  he 
**  prayed  more  earneiUy ;  and  his  fweat  was  as  it  were  great 
**  drops  of  blood  failmg  down  to  the  ground."  Now  he  was  red 
.a&decd  in  his  apparel,  as  one  that  trod  the  wine  prefs.  '*  It  was 
-**  not-  a  faipt  thin  dew,,  but  a  clotted  fweat  ||,  ^t;^i8«*  mfutr^^^'* 
Clodders  of  blood  failing  upon  the  ground.  It  is  difputed  whe- 
theTfthts  fweat  was  natural  or  preternatural.  That  fome  in  ex* 
tremity  have  iweat  a  kind  of  bloody  thin  dew,  is  afiirmcd.  I  re- 
member *  Thuanus  gives  us  two  in/Vances  that  come  nearefl 
to  this,  of  any  thing  I  ever  obferved  or  heard  of.  "  The  one 
"  was  a  captain,  whaby  a  co^svardiy  and  unworthy  fear  of  death 
**  was  fo  overwhelmed  with  anguifli,  that  a  kind  of  bloody  dew 
**  or  fweat  flood  on  all  his  body,  f  The  other  is  of  a  young 
**  roan  condemned  for  a  fmall  matter  to  die  by  SixtusV,  who 
"  poured  put  tears  of  blood  from  his  eyes,  and  fweat  blood  from 
•*  his  whok  body." 

Thefe  are  rare  and  ftrange  inAances,  and  the  truth  of  them 
depends  upon  the  credit  of  the  relator;  but  certainly  for  Chrift, 
wbofe  body  had  the  mofl  excellent  crafis  and  temperament^  to 

P  p  2 

(I  Non  fuit  fudor  diaphoreticus,  fed  crajftis  et  grumofus, 
*  Dux  qnidem  indigno  mortis  niotu  aJeo  csncujfus  in  aniniB  fuit^ 
vt  farjguineum  fudor  em  tetocorpdrefudit.      Thuan.Jib.  11. 
.     f  Jttvenis  oh  l&oem  caufam,  a  Stxto  V.  ad  mortem  damnatus^ 
pne-  d'ilorss  vehement ia^  lacrymas  cruentas  fudiffe^  et  fanguinem 
frofudore  e  tot-o  atrpure  fmitertvifus  efis.     Thuao.  Iib4  60* 
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fweat  dotted  blood,  pr  gbbes  pf  blood,  ae  feme  renckr  ti ;  aad 
tb^t  iQ  a  cold  Digbt,  wb^a  others  a^ed  a  6r^  wubm  doors  co 
keep  ibem  wann,  Jobo  xviii.  1 8.  I  by,  for  him  to  filreac  &cii 
Orc^ais  through  bi^  garoneBts,  iallipg  ta  th^  giwiid  oa  vrluch 
be  lay»  muft  be  cooduded  %  preteroatural  ihiog.  ,  A9d  todeed. 
k  wa^  BOt  wooderf ql  that  fucb  a  fMre^seronturel  fweat  ibonld 
flrnaoi  from  all  pacta  of  bis  body*  if  you^do  b»c  coofider  what 
aa  extraordinary  kMnlsPr«ired  hia  foul  at  that  tiaae»  evea  fnch 
as  no  mere  man  felt,  or^$  abfe  lo  Oaod  ooder,  even  ibe  wradi 
of  a  great  aftd  utrrible  God,  io  the  extremity  of  it.  **  Who  (faicfa 
'*  the  prophet  Nafapfo*  chap,  ii  6.) ''  cao  A^ad  befons  his  iodig- 
*'  aatioo  ?  And  who  cap  abide  la  the  &rccacfe  ot  bis  ai^er4 
*'  His  fury  is  poured  out  like  fire»  aod  the  roeks  arc  thrown. 
•*  down  by  him.'' 

The  effeAs  of  this' wrath,  as  it  fell  at  this  tiaie  opoa  the  ibol 
^  Cbrift  in  the  gardea»  are  largely  aad  yery  eoiphatiaUy  ex- 
prcfled  by  the  feverai  Evaogelifis  who  wrote  this  tragedy.  Mat- 
thew tells  asy  his  fiml  was  ^' taeeedtag  forrowfoi,  evenuato 
•'  death/*  Matth.  xx?i.  38.  •*  Tbe  word  *  figaifies  befct  with 
**  grief  roQod  about/'  Aad  it  is  well  exprefled  by  that  pbrafe 
of  die Pfalmift,  ''The  forrowsof  death  compafled  me  about,  the 
'*  pains  of  bdl  got  hold  upon  ose."  Mark  varies  the  expreiTioQ, 
^ad  gives  it  i|s  in  another  word  00  lefs  f^goificast  and  full,  Mark 
Xiv.  33.  «*  He  began  to  be  fore  amazed  and  very  heavy,**  +  '*  Sore 
^'  aaaazed^  it  imports  fo  high  a  degree  of  eoaAernation  and  a- 
^'  mazement,  as  when  the  hair  of  the  head  ftaads  up  through 
*^  fear."  Luke  hath  another  expreflioa  for  it  ia  the  text ;  he  w^ 
cv  iEy«fM(,  in  an  agtmy.  An  agony  is  the  labonriag  and  ftriving  of 
aature  in  extremity.  And  Jdio  gives  it  us  in  another  exprefHoo, 
Jofanxii;  27.  "  Now  is  my  foul  troubled."  The  original  word 
is  a  very  full  word.  And  it  is  conceived  the  Latins  derive  that 
word  which  Signifies  hell,  from  this,  by  which  thrift's  troables 
are  here  exprefled  %,  This  was  the  load  which  opprefTed  his 
foul,  and  fo  ftraitned  it  with  fear  and  grief,  that  his  eyes  eouid 
aot  vent  or  eafeic  fuiticiently  by  tears;  but  the  inHumcFable 
pores  of  his  body  are  fet  open,  to  give  vent  by  letting  out 
ftreaois  of  blood'  And  yet  ail  this  whik,  ao  hand  of  man  was 
upon  bim.  This  was  but  a  prelude,  as  it  were,  to  the  confli^ 
that  was  at  hand.    This  bloody  fw^at  in  which  he  prayed»  was 

♦  IXipiAwflra;,  up^fuaqus  triftis.     Bcza. 

t  '£»JSwjP*/S«rd«<f  mcdici  vflc4ni  b^rripiUtianspi  >  luu  m^/stAfUf, 


\mK  as  the  %xm%  or  fweatiog  of  th«  ftones  heforq  a  great  mia- 
Now  he  ft<»d,  as  it  were^  arriigned  at  (Jod's  bar,  aod  hsid  to 
4o  imoiedlatdy  with  hina.  And^ou  koow  "it  i$  a  feanul 
^*  jhing  to  fall  into  the  haods  of. the  Uviog  God."  The  ufes  of 
this  follow  in  this  order. 

h^ertnce  i.  Did  Chrjft  pour  oiU  his  foul  to  God  fo  ardently 
\         in  the  garden,  when  the  hour  of  his  troabk  was  at  hand? 
Hepee  we  infcr,  that  prayer  is  afingular  preparative  fir,  and 
relief  under ^  the  grmte(i  troubles. 

It  is  fwcet,  whta  troubles  find  us  in  the  way  of  our  duty. 

I  The  beft  pofture  we  can  wrefHc  with  afBi<^iofls  io,  is  ro  engage 

«ahem  upon  our  knees.    The  Naturalist  tells  us,  If  a  Ibniiod 

jBL  man  proUrate,  he  will  do  Vm  no  harmi     ChriA  haOeoed  to 

the  garden  to  pray,  when  Judas  and  the  foldiers  were  baftening 

tbitNr  to  apprcbeod  hicn.    O  \  when  we  are  nigh  to  dinger, 

it  is  good  for  u$  to  draw  nigh  to  our  God.    Then  (hould  we 

be  urging  that  feaibnabie  requeit  to  God»  Ffal.  xm-  1 1.  *<  Re 

**  not  far  from  pae,  for  trouble  is  Jdcar;  for  there  is  none  to 

.  ** .  help*"     Wo  be  to  him,  whcHO  death  or  trouble  finds  afar 

eiF from  Cod.     And  as  prayer'  is  the  beft  preparative  for  trou* 

bles,  fo  the  choioeft  felief  under  them*    Griefs  are  eafed  by 

groans.    The  heart  is  cooled  and.di(burdened  by  fpiritaal  cva- 

porations.     You  know  it  is  fome  relief  if  a  man  can  pour  out 

bis  complaint  into  *the  bofcm  of  a  faitbfol  friend,  though  he 

can  but  pity  him :  how  much  niore  to  poor  out  our  complaints 

into  the  bplbm  of  a  faithful  God,  who  can  both  pity  and  help 

lis !  Lather  was^  wont  to  call  prayers  the  leeches  oif  his  cares 

and  forrows ;  they  fuck  out  the  bad  blood.     It  is  the  title  of 

,Pfal,  cii»  A  prayer  Jor  the  affli^ed^  when  he  is  overwhe/medy  and 

,  p0ireth  out  his  complaint  he/ore  the  L»rd»     It  is  no  (mall  cafe  fo 

open  our  hearts  to  God.     When  we  are  as  full  of  grief,  as  E- 

|ihu  was  of  matter.  Jet  us  fay  as  he  did.  Job  xxxii.  19,  «'  Be- 

^*  hold,  Lord,  my  heart  js  as  wine  which  bath  no  vent,  it  is 

"  ready  to  burft  as  new  bottles.    1  wiJl  fpeak  that  i  may  be  rc- 

*•  frcfted.*' 

To  go  to  God  when  thou  art  full  of  forrow,  when  thy  heart 
.19  ready  to  burft  within  thee,  as  it  was  with  Chrift  in  this  day 
of  his  trouble ;  and  fay.  Father,  thus  and  thus  the  cafe  ftands 
with  thy  poor  child ;  and  fo  and  fo  it  is  with  tne  ;  I  ,will  not  go 
up  and  down  complaining  from  one  creature  to  another^  Jt  is  to 
no  purpofe  to  do  fo;  nor  yet  will  I  leave  my  complaint  upon  my. 
ielf :  but  (  will  tell  thee,  Father,  how  the  cafe  ftands  with  me ; 
for  to  whom  (bouid  children  make  their  moan,  but  to  their  Fa- 
ther ?  Lord,  1  am  opprcfled,  undertake  for  me*    What  thiokeft 
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thon,  reader,  of  this  ?  Is  it  relieving  to  a  fad  foul  ?  Yes,  yes ; 
if  thou  be  a  Chriftiaa  that  haft  had  any  experience  this  way, 
thon  wilt  fay  there  is  nothing  like  it ;  thou  wilt  blefs  God  for 
ii;>pointing  fuch  an  ordinance  as  prayer,  and  fay,  BIcffed  be  God 
for  prayer  :  I  know  not  whai  I  fhould  -have  done,  nor  how  ill 
all  the  world  I  (hould  have  waded  through  the  troubles  I  have 
pafTed,  if  it  had  hot  been  for  the  help  of  prayer. 

Infertnce  2i  Did  Chrift  withdraw  from  the  diiciples  to  (eek 
God  by  prayer  ?  Thence  it  follows,  That  the  company  of  the  hefi 
men  is  not  always  feafonahle,  '  Peter,  James,  and  John,  were 
three  ex^cellent  men,  and  yet  Chrift  faith  to  them.  Tarry  ye 
here,  while  I  go  and  pray  yonder.  The  fociety  of  men  is  beau* 
tifol  in  its  feafon,  and  no  better  than  a  burden  out  of  feafon.  I 
have  read  of  a  good  man,  that  when  his  ftated  time  for  dofct- 
prayer  was  come,  he  would  fay  to  the  company  that  were  with 
him,  whatever  they  were.  Friends^  I  mufl  beg  your  excufeforeL 
while,  there  is  a  friend  waits  to  fpeak  with  me.  The  company 
of  a  good  man  is  good,  but  it  ceafes  to  be  fo,  when  it  hinders 
the  ^njoyment  of  better  company.  One  hour  with  God  is  to 
be  preferred  to  a  thoufand  days* enjoyment  of  the  bcft  men  on 
earth.  If  thy  deareft  fricfnds  in  the  world  intrude  unfeafpnably 
betwijct  thee  and  thy  God,  it  is  neither  rude  nor  unmannerly  to 
bid  them  give  place  to  better  company;  I  mean,  to  withdraw 
from  them,  as  Chrift  did  from  the  difciples,  to  enjoy  an  hour 
with  God  alone.  In  public  an(i  private  duties  we  may  admit 
of  the  company  of  others  to  join  with  us ;  and  if  they  be  fifch 
as  fear  God,  the  more  the  better  :  but  in  fecret  duties, ^  Chrift 
and  thee  muft  whifper  it  over  betwixt  yourTelves ;  and  then 
the»company  of  the  wife  of  thy  bofom,  o>r  thy  friend,  that  is  as 
thine  own  foul,  would  not  be  welcome.  "  When  thou  pray- 
eft,  enter  into  thy  clofet;  and  when  thou  haft  (hut  thy  dooi% 
pray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  fecret,*'  Mat.  vi.,6.  It  is  as  much 
as  if  Chrift  had  faid,  Sec  all  clear ;  be  lure  to  retire  in  as  great 
privacy  as  may  be;  let  no  ear  but  God's  hear  what  thou  haft  to 
fay  to  him.  This  is  at  once  a  jjood  note  of  finder ity,  and  a 
great  help  to  fpiritual  liberty  and  freedom  with  God. 

Inference  3.  Did  Chrift  go  to  God  thrice  upon  the  fame  ac* 
count  ?  Thence  learn,  That  Chrijiians  fhculd  not  he  difcovraged^ 
though  they  have  fjught  God  once  and  again,  and  no  anfwer  of 
peace  comes.  Chrift  was  not  heard  the  firft  time,  and  he  goes  r\ 
fecond  ;  he  was  not  anfwered  tbe  ftcond,  he  goes  the  third  and 
laft  time,  yet  was  not  anfwered  in  the  thing  he  defired,  viz,  that 
the  cup  might  pafs  from  him  ;  and  yet  he  hath  no  bard  thoughts 
of  God,  but  rcfolvcs  his  will  into  hi3  Father's.    If  God  deny  you 
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in  the  things  you  a(k,  he  deals  no  othcrwifc  with  you  thaa  he 
did  with  Chrift.  "  O  my  God  (faith  he)  1  cry  in  xhe  day-tijne,  - 
*<  but  thou  heareft  not;  and  in  the  night,  and  am  not  lileat**^ 
Yet  he  juftifies  God,  '*  but  thou  an  holy,"  Pfal.  xxii,  2.  Chrift 
was  not  heard  in  the  thing  he  defircd,  and  yet  heard  in  that  he 
feared,  Heb.  v.  7.  The  cup  did  not  pafs  as  he  defired,  but  God 
upheld  him,  and  enabled  him  to  drink  it.  He  was  heard  as  to 
fupport^  he  was  not  heard  as  to  exemption  from  fuiiering:  bis 
will  was  exprefled  cooditionaliy ;  and  dierefore  though  he  had 
fiot  the  thing  he  fo  deGred,  yet  his  will  was  not  croiled  by  the 
denial.  But  now,  when  we  have  a  fuit  depending  be&re  the 
^hron^  of  grace,  and  cry  to  God  once  and  again,  and  no  anfwer 
comes ;  how  do  our  hands  hang  down,  and  our  fpirits  wax 
feeble  ! 

<  Th^n  we  complain  with  the  church,  Lam.  iii.  8.  '*  When  I 
**  cry  and  ftiout,  h6  fliutteth  out  my  prayers  j.  thou  covcreft 
•*  thyfelf  with  a  cloud,  that  our  prayers  cannot  pafs  through.** 
Then,  with  Jonah,  we  conclude  •*  we  are  call  out  of  his  fight.** 
Alas !  w«  judge  by  fcnfc  according  to  what  we  fee  and  feel ; 
and  cannot  live  by  faith  on  God,  when  he  feems  to  hide  him- 
ielf,  put  us  off,  and  refulc  pur  requcfts.  It  calls  for  an  Abra- 
ham's faith,  to  **  believe  againft  hope,  giving  glory  to  God." 
If  we  cry,  and  no  anfwtr  comes  prefently,  our  carnal  reafon  draws 
a  headlong  hafly  conclOfion.  Sure  I  muil  expedl  no  anfwer: 
God  is  angry  with  my  prayers :  The  feed  of  prayer  hath  lain  fo 
long  under  the  clods,  and  it  appears  not ;  furely  it  is  loA,  I  fliali 
hear  no  more  of  it. 

Our  prayers  may  be  heard,  tho'  their  anfwer  be  for  the  pre^ 
lent  fufpended.  As  David  acknowledged,  when  he  coolly^on- 
fidered  the  matter,  Pfal.  xxxi.  ^l.,  **  I  laid  in  my  haftc,  I  am 
**,  cut  off*from  before  thinfeeyes;  never thelefa  thou  heardeft  the 
"  voice  of  my  fupplication,  when  I  cried  unto  thee.*'  No,  no, 
*■  chridian  ;  a  prayer  fent  up  in  faith,  according  to  the  will  of 
^  God,  Cannot  be  loft,  tho*  it  be  delayed.     We  may  fay  of  it  as 

David  feid  of  Saul's  fword,  and  Jonathan's  bow,  that  they  never  ' 
returned  empty* 

Inf^ence  4.  Was  Ghrift  fo  earned  iu  prayer,  that  he  prayed 
himfelf  into  a  very  agony  ?  Let  the  peopy  of  God  blujb  to  think 
,  how   unlike  their  fpirits  are    to  Chrift,    as    to  their  prayer* 
frames* 

O  what  lively,  fenfibic,  cjuick,  deep,  and  lender  apprebed- 
fions  and  fedfe  of  thofe  things  about  which  he  prayed,  had 
Ghrift  I  Though  he  faw  his  very  blood  ftarting  out  from  hjs 
haads,  aad  his  cloUie^  dyed  in  it;  yet  being  ia  aa  agony,  but 
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prayed  the  more  earneAly.  I  do  doe  fay  Cbrlll  is  imitable  in 
vfab;  00,  but  hf9  f^nronr  id  prayer  id  a  pattern  for  ti?,  and 
fenrcs  ieverely  to  rebuke  che  hzloef^,  dultiefs,  torpor,  foraiality; 
Md  fkafnduy,  that  is  io  our  prayers.  How  oftetl  do  we  bring 
the  &:rtfice  of  the  dead  before  the  Lord  \  how  often  ^  our  Hps 
ilK>ve,  sod  oor  hearts  ftaad  dill  I  O  how  finlike  Chrift  are  we  ! 
bis  prayers  were  pteading  prayers,  full  of  mighty  argmnents  atid 
fervent  aiFcdions.  O  that  his  people  were  id  this  more  like 
bim  t 

Inference  5.  Was  Chrift  in  fuch  an  agony  before  aoy  hax^d 
of  rasa  was  open  bim,  merely  from  the  apprchenfions  of  the 
wrath  of  God,  with  whkh  he  now  conteAed  \  '*  Then  fijrcly  it 
*'  18  a  dreadful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  <^  the  Uting  God ;  fior 
**  our  God  is  a  conluming  fire.'* 

Ah,  what  is  divine  wrath  \  tbat  Chfift  daggered  when  the 
cup  came  to  htm.  Could  noc  he  beaftr,  and  &A  thou  thiok  to 
bear  it  ?  Did  Chrift  fweat  dots  of  blood  at  if,  and  dod  thoti 
make  light  of  it  \  Poor  wivtch^  if  it  daggered  him,  it  will  cpn- 
fonnd  chee.  If  it  made  him  groan,  h  will  make  thee  how}, 
and  that  eternally.  Come,fianer,  comei;  doit  thoti  make  light 
of  the  threatniogs  of  the  wrath  of  God  agaiod  fin  \  Doft  tho« 
think  there  Is  no  foch  matter  in  it,  as  theie  zealous  preachers  make 
of  it  \  Come  look  here  up6ft  my  text,  which  ihews  thee  the  face 
of  the  Son  of  God  ftatidiDg  as  full  pnrple  drops  uiider  the  (enfe 
and  apprehenfion  of  it,  as  the  dr^ps  of  dew  that  hang  npon  the 
grafs.  Hiirk  how  he  cries,. "  Father  if  it  be  poffiWe,  let  this  cup 
*'  p^s,"  O  any  thing  of  punifliment  rather  than  this.  Hcsarwhat 
b-^  tells  the  dtfclplcs ;  "  My  font,  (faifh  fee,)  is  fofrowfal  etren  to 
*'  death :  stmazed  very  heavy.*'  Fools  make  a  mock  at  fin,  and 
the  threamiags  that  lie  ag'ainfi  it. 

hfirtnc^  6.  Did  Chrift  meet  death  with  fuch  a  heavy  heart? 
Lei  the  hearts  of  Chrijlians  he  the  lighter  for  thk,v}hen  they  corrie 
to  die.  The  bitremeft  of  death  was  all  fqueezed  into  Chr ift*s 
cup.  He  was  made  to  drink  up  the  very  dregs  of  if,  that  ib 
our  deatli  might  be  the  fweeter  to  us.  Alas !  there  is  nothing 
now  left  in  death  that  is  frightful  or  troublefome,  bcfide  the  pain 
of  diffoiution,  that  nariffal  evil  of  it.  i  remember  it  is  lV>ri- 
edof  one  of  the  martirs,  that  being  bbferved  to  be  exceeding 
jocund  aod  merry  when  be  came  to  the  ftakCj  one  st&ed  hitn. 
What  was  the  reafon  his  heart  was  fo  light,  when  death,  (aif^d 
that  in  fuch  a  tetriWe  form  too)  Wte  before  him  ?  O  find  he,  roy 
heai't  is  ib  light  at  my  death,  beotofe  Chrift's  was  fo  heavy  at  Ms 
deft^ba  ^      ' 

J^^rm^j.  To  coaclildei  wbat  cadfc  have  all  tbeiti^i»&.ft>tovi6 
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their  dear  Lord  jefos  With  an  abounding  love  ?  ChriftiaQ^  opea 
the  eyes  of  thy  faith,  ^nd  fix^ihem  upon  Chrift,  in  the  pofiure 
he  lay  in  th^  garden,  drenched  in  his  own  blood;  and  iee  whether 
fae  be  not  lovely  in  thefe  his  dyed  garments.  He  that  fulFered  for 
us  more  than  any  creature  could  or  did,  may  well  challenge  more 
lave  than  alio  the  creatures  in  the  world.  O  what  hath  he  fuf- 
fered,  and  fufFcred  upon  thy  account  1  it  was  thy  pride,  eartWi* 
oefs,  fenfuality,  unbelief,  hardnefs  of  heart,  that  laid  on  mt^e^ 
weight^  in  that  day  that  he  fweat  blood« 

SERMON     XXIII. 

I. 

Difcovers  the  firft  Preparation  for  Christ's  Death, 
on  his  Enemies  Part,  by  the  Treafon  of  Judas. 

Matth.  xxvi.  47,  48,  49.  And  while  he  yet  fpdkey  lo^  Judtu 

.     one  of  the  twelve  came^  and  with  him  a  great  multitude^  with 

/words  andfiaveSy  from  the  chief  priefis  and  ehfers  cfthe  peo* 

pie.     Now  he  that  betrayed  him  gave  them  a  fign^  faying^ 

IVhpmfoever  1  Jhallkifs^  that  fame  is  he,  hold  himfqfi.     And 

.    forthwith  be  came  to  Jefus^  and  faH  Haii  makers  and kijed 


THE  former  fermons  give  you  an  account  how  Chriil  im- 
proved every  moment  of  his  time,  with  bnfy  diligence^ 
,to  make  himfelf  ready  for  his  death*  He  bath  commended  his 
charge  Co  the  Father,  inftituted  the  blefled  memorial  of  his 
4eath,  poured  out  his  foul  to  God  in  the  garden,  with  refpeft 
,to  the  grievous  fuf&rings  he  /hould  undergo ;  and  now  he  is 
ready,  and  waits  for  the  coming  of  the  enemies^  being  iSrft  in  the 
.field.  ,  • 

And  think  you  that  they  were  idle  on  their  parts  ?  No,  no, 
their  malice  made  them  reiUefs.  They  had  agreed  with  Judas 
ito  betray  him.  Under  his  condud,  a  band  of  fbldiers  was  ieot 
.to  apprehend  him.  -  The  hour,  fb  Iqng  expeded,  is  come.  For 
**  while  he  yet  fpake,"  faith  the  text, ' "  lo  Jnibs,  one  of  the 
/«  twelve,  ame,  a^d  with  him  a  great  multitude,  with  fwords 
**  aqdftaves***  - 

4  Thefe  v^ords  contain  the  firifl:  preparative  \aft,  on  their  part, 
for  thedeath  of  Chcift,  even  to  betray  bim,  and  that  by  one  of 
iM$  own  difdplci,   Wqw  they  execute  What  they  ted  pkmSp 


M  I 
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«ier<  14,  15.    And  in  this  paragraph  you  ba?e  an  accoom*   i. 
Of  the  traitor,  who  he  was.     2.  Of  the  freaioQ,  what  he  dtd* 
3.  Of  the  maoDer  of  its  execQtioo»  how  U  was  oootrived  and  ' 
^eAed.  '  Laftly,  Of  the  dme,  when  they  put  this  heUtfh  i^ot 
io  ezecutioo. 

I.  We  have  here  a  defcriptioo  of  the  traitor:  aad  it  i$  re- 
markable how  carefully  the  feveral  evaogeiifls  have  defcribed 
him,  both  by  his  name,  firname,  and  office,  **  Judas,  Judas  If- 
*'  cariot,  Judas  Ifcariot  one  of  die  twelve;'*  that  he  might  not 
be  miftakcn  for  Jude  or  Judas  the  apoftle.  God  is  tender  of  the 
names  and  reputations  of  his  upright-hearted  (ervants.  His  of- 
fice, *'  one  of  the  twelve,"  is  added  to  aggravate  the  faA,  and 
to  fliew  how  that  prophecy  was  accompliihed  in  him,  Pial,  xll 
9.  *'  Yea,  mine  own  familiar  friend,  in  whom  I  irufted,  whidi 
**  did  eat  of  my  bread,  hath  lift  up  his  heel  againft  me/*  Lo^ 
this  was  the  traitor,  and  this  was  hi$  name  and  office.  ' 

2/  You  have  a  defcriptipn  of  the  treafon,  or  an  accoont  what 
this  man  did.  He  led  an  armed  multitude  to  the  place  where  i 
Chrift  was,  gave  them  a  fignal  to  diicovo-  him,  and  enomraged 
them  to  lay  bands  on^him,  and  hold  him  faft.  This  was  that 
JhelU(h  defign.  which  the  devil  put  into  his  heart,  working  upoo 
that  principle^  or  luA  of  covetoufnefs,  which  was  predominaot 
there.  What  will  not  a  carnal  heart  attempt,  if  the  devil  fuit 
a  temptation  €0  the  predominant  lufl,  and  God  withhold  re- 
(braining  grace  I 

3.  You  have  here  the  way  and  manner  in  which  this  heliifh 
plot  was  c3cecuted.  It  was  managed  both  with /orc^  and  with 
jfrauiL  He  comes  with  a  multatudey  armed  with  fwordsand  ftaves, 
in  cafe  he  (houid  meet  with  any  refiftance.  And  he  comes  10 
hicQ^  with  a  kifs,  which  was  thek-  fignal,  left  they  (houid  miflalJb 
the  man.  For  tbeyaimed  r^^ither  at  fmail  nor  great,  favt  only, 
at  the  King  of  Ifrael,  the  King  of  glory  *.  Here  was  much  ado, 
you  fee,  to  take  a  barmlefs  Lamb,  that  did  not  once  ftart  from 
them,  but  freely  offered  bimfdf  to  them. 

4.  And  lafily.  When  this  treafonable  defign  was  executed 
upon  Chrift.  And  it  was  executed  upon  him  while  he  ftood 
among  his  difciples,  exhorting  them  to  prayer  and  watchfolnefi* 
dropping  hes|venly  and  moft  feafonable  counfels  upon  tbem. 
^  tfhile  he  yet  fpake,  lo  Judas»  and  with  hisi  a  multitade,  came 

*  What  need  was  there  of  arms  againft  one  who  was  nMumed  ? 
who«  if  he  had  pleafed  to  exert  Us  power,  could  not  be  overcome 
^  any  arms.  To  what  purpefe  was  a  figo?  tii  prevent  tniftiikiif 
«he  peIfc^QA  bccaufe  it  was  night. !  27.  Partus  in  loci 
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**  with  fwords  aod  Aaves."  Surely,  it  isnobettcrthaa  a  Judas'* 
trick,  to  diAurb  aad  afflt6t  the  fervams  of  God  in  the  diicha^gq 
of  their  duties.  This  wa$  the  traitor  and  his  treafoq ;  thu&  %% 
was  executed,  and  at  this  time.    Heace  we  obferve^ 

Doft.  That  it  was  the  lot  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi,  to  hi  hir 
frayed  into  the  hands  if  his  mortal  (tnemm\  hj  the  c^/lanee 
rf  a  fal/e  and  dijfenf^ling  friend.  ^  .  > 

Look,  as  Jofeph  was  betrayed  and  fold  by  his  brethren ;  .Da<; 
vid  bj  dchitophel,  his  old  friend ;  Saoipfon  by  Dalilah,  that  lay 
jn  bis  bolbm;  ib  Cfarift  by  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve ;  a  man, 
his  friend,  his  familiar*  that  had  been  (or  knag  converfant  with 
htm :  he  that  by  profefCon  had  lifted  up  his  band  to  Chrift^  now 
by  treafon  lifts  up  his  heel  agaunA  him  ;  he  bids  the  Ibidiers  bind 
thofe  blefled  hands^  that  not  long  before  had  washed  the  traitor'a 
feet. 

In  the  point  before  us,  we  will, 

Firftt  Confider  Judas»  according  to  that  eminent  Aation  and 
place  he  had  under  Chrift.^ 

Secondly^  We  will  confider  his  treafon,  according  to  the  ie* 
veral  aggravations  (tf  It. 

Thirdly^  We  will  enquire  into  thecaufe  or  motives  that  put 
him  upon  fuch  a  dreadful,  helliih  deiign  as  this  was. 

Fourthly^  and  laftly.  We  will  view  the  ilTue^and  fee  the  event 
qf  this  treaibui  both  as  to  Chrift  and  as  to  him&lf.  And  then 
apply  it.  ^ 

Firftt  As  for  the  perlbn  that  did  this,  he  was  very  eminent  by 
reafon  of  that  dignity  Chrift  had  raifed  him  to.    For, 

i«  He  was  one  tfthe  twelve ;  one  retained  not  in  a  more  ge- 
neral, and  common,  but  in  the  neareft»  and  moft  intimate  and 
honourable  relation  and  fervtce  to  Jefus  Chrift.  There,  were 
in  Chrift  *s  time  feveral  forts  and  ranks  of  per  Ions  that  had 
relation  .to  him.  There  vfcre/ecret  difciples:  men  that  believ- 
ed, but  kept  their  ftations,  and  abode  with  their  relations  ia 
their  callings.  There  were  feventy^  alfo  who  Chrift  fent  forth : 
but  none  of  thefe  were  fo  mu^h  with  Chrift  or  fo  eminent  in 
refpejl  of  their  place,  as  the  twelve  t  ifaey  were  Chrift's  fa* 
miiy,  day  and  night  converfant  with  him  :  it  was  th^  higheft 
dignity  that  waa  conferred  upon  any :  and  of  this  niunber  was 
Judas.  The  ancients  have  much  e&tolled  the  apofioljcal  dignity. 
8om«  ftUed  thefe  twelve  ^^x  Cbrifii^  the  feet  of  Chrift  \  be* 
caufe  they,  as  it  were,  carried  Chrift  .np  aaddowa  the  wovkL 
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OtjierSy  oeuR  Dei,  the  very  eyes  of  God;  they  were  his  watch- 
men,  that  took  care  for  the  conceroments  of  his  oame  and  goP 
pel  in  the  world.  Others,  mammae  ecciefiae,  the  breafis  of  the 
diurch ;  they  Ted  and  oourittied  the  children  of  ^od  by  tlieir 
doArine.  Now,  to  be  one  of  this  numbef,  dne  ojf  the  twelve, 
what  a  (fignity  was  this. 

2.  Yea,  he  being  one  of  the  twelve,  was  daily  coQVerfant  with 
Chrift :  often  joined  with  him  in  ]>rayer,  often  fat  kt  his  feet, 
bearing  the  gracious  words  that  came  ont  of  his  mouth.  It  was 
oneof  Auftin's  three  wifhes,  that  he  had  (een  Chrift  in  the  flefh : 
Judas  not  only  faw  him  but  dwelt  with  him,  travelled  with  him, 
and  eat  and  drank  with  him.  And  during  the  whole  time  of  his 
abode  with  him,  all  Chrift's  carriages  towards  him  were  Very  o- 
Uiging  and  winning ;  yea,  fuch  was  the  condefcenfion  of  Chrifl 
to  this  wretched  man,  that  he  wafhed  his  feet,  and  that  but  a 
Kttle  before  he  betrayed  him. 

3.  He  was  a  man  of  unfufpeded  integrity  among  the  apoIUes. 
"When  Chrift  told  them,  One  of  yen  fhaH  betray  me  ;  none 
thought  on  him,  but  every  one  rather  fufpefted  himfelf ;  Lord, 
is  it  H  faith  one,  and  lb  faid  they  all ;  but  none  pointed  at  Judas, 
(aying,  Thou  art  he. 

4.  To  conclude,  in  fomerefpeft,  he  was  preferred  to  the  reft. 
For  he  had  not  only  a  joint  commiffion  with  them  to  preach  the 
goipel  toothers,  (though,  poor  unhappy  wretch,  himfelf  became 
a  caft  away),  but  he  had  a  peculiar  office,  he  bare  the  bag,  i.  e, 
be  was  Almoner,  or  the  fteward  of  the  family,  to  take  care  to 
provide  for  the  neceflary  accommodations  of  Chrift  and  them. 
Now  who  could  ever  have  fufpe^ed,  that  fuch  a  roan  as  this 
ihould  have  fold  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  a  fittle  money  ?  that 
ever  he  ftiould  have  proved  a  perfidious  traitor  to  his  Lord,  who 
had  called  him,  honoured  him,  and  carried  himlelf  fo  tenderly 
towards  him  ?  And  yet  fo  it  was  ;  "  Lo  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve, 
**  came,  and  with  him  a  mtikitude  :'?  O  whither  will  not  a  bufy 
devil  and  a  bad  heart  carry  ti  man  ! 

Secondly,  But  what  did  this  man  do  ?  and  whatt  are  the  juft 
a^ravations  of  his  faft  ?  Why,  he  moft  bafely  and  unworthily 
fold  and  delivered  Chrift  into  his  enemies  hands,  to  be  butchered 
and  deftroyed ;  and  all  this  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver. 

Blufti,  O  heavens,  and  be  aflonifhed,  O  Earth,  at  this !  In  this 
k&,  moft  black  and  horrid  aggravations  appear. 

I.  Judas  had  leen  the  majefty  of  a  God  on^him  whom  he 
betrayed.  He  had  ieen  the  miracles  that  Chrift  wrought,  whic!^ 
none  but  Chrift  could  do.  He  knew  that  by  the  finger  of  God 
hehadraifed  the  dead,  caft  our  ^devils,  healed  the  iick.    He 
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could  not  chuie  but  obierve  and  fee  the  rays  and  awful  beams 
{  of  divine  majefty  (hiniog  in  his  very  face,  in  bis  doftrine,  and 
!  in  his  Hfe  j  to  betray  a  man,  to  fell  the  blood  of  the  pooreft 
I  innocent  in  the  world,  is  horrid ;  but  to  fell  the  blood  of  God, 
,     '  O  what  is  this!  Here  is  a  wickednefs  that  no  epithet  can  match  1 

Yea, 

^  a.  This  wickednefs  he  committed  after  perfooal  warnings  and 

I        premonitions  given  him  by  Chriil.     H^  had  often  told  them  in 

,'       general,  that  one  of  them  ihould  betray  him,  Mark  xiv*  20. 

I     ,  He  alfo  denounced  a  dreadful  woe  upon  him  that  fhould  doit, 

I        vcr.  2 1*  "  The  Son  of  man  goeth  indeed,  as  it  is  written  of  him  ; 

I        **  but  wo  to  that  man  by  whom  the  Son  of  man  is  betrayed  ; 

^  good  had  it  been  for  that  man  if  he  had  never  been  bom." 

Thi$  was  fpoken  in  Judas*s  prefence.     And  one  would  have 

thought  ip  dreadful  a  doom  as  Cbrid  pafled  upon  the  man  that 

ihould  attempt  this,  (hould  have  affrighted  him  fai*  enough  from 

I        the  thoughts  of  fuch  a  wickednefs.    Nay,  Chrift  comes  nearer  to 

htm  than  this,  and  told  him  he  was  the  man :  For  when  Judas 

(who  was  the  laft  that  put  the  queAion  to  ChriA)  afked  him; 

I        *'  Mafler,  is  it  I  V~  Chrift 's  anfwer  imports  as  much  as  a  plain 

affirmation,  "  Thou  haft  faid,"  Mat.  xxvi.  25.    Moreover* 

3.  He  doth  it  not  out  of  a  blind  zeal  againft  Chrift,  as  many 
j        of  his  other  enemies  did  ;  of  whom  it  tsfaid,  i  Cor.  ii.  8.  '*  That 

*'  had  they  known  him,  they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord 

''  of  glory :''  but  he  did  it  for  nioney,  to  make  his  market  of 
\        Chrift.    He  Ibid  Chrift  as  a  man  would  fell  an  ox,  or  a  flieep  to 

the  butcher  for  profit.    He  was  fully  of  the  mind  of  the  pope, 

whofe  motto  was,  "  *  The  fmell  or  favour  of  gain  is  fweet^  let 
'        "  it  arife  out  of  what  it  will."    If  he  can  get  any  thing  by 

Chrift's  blood,  it  ftiall  be  a  vendible  commodity  with  hhn. 

•*  What  will  ye  give  me,  (faith  he),  and  I  will  betray  him?*' 

Matth.  xxvi.  15. 

4.  He  fells  him,  and  he  (ells  him  at  a  low  rate  too;  which 
(heWed  how  vile  an  efteem  he  had  of  Chrift.  He  is  content  to 
part  with  him  for  thirty  pieces  of  filver.  if  thefe  pieces,  or 
fhekels,  were  the  fhekels  of  the  fanfluary,  they  amounted  but 
to  three  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  f.  But  it  is  fuppoled  they  were 
the  common  ftiekels,  which  were  moftly  ufed  in  buying  and 
felling ;  and  then  his  price,  that  he  put  upon  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  was  but  one  pound  feventeen  ftiillings  and  fixpence.  A 
goodly  price  (as  the  prophet  calls  it)  that  he  was  valued  ati 

'^  Suavis  odor  lucrl  ex  rfi  qualiheU 
t  Godw.  Anti^4  Mb*  6«  |,  do;* 
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Zcch.  xt.  tl,  13*  I  coiife(s,  it  is  t  wonder,  he  aflced  oo  more ; 
koowiDg  how  mach  they  longed  for  his  blood ;  and  that  thej 
offered  no  more  for  him :  but  how  then  (hould  the  fcriptores 
have  been  fulfilled?  O  indiat  a  iale  was  this !  10  ieil  that  blood, 
which  all  the  gold  and  filver  in  the  world  is  not  worth  one  drop 
of,  for  a  trifle !  ftill  the  wickeditefs  of  the  faft  rifes  higher  and 
higher. 

5.  He  left  ChriA  in  moft  heavenly  and  excellent  employment, 
when  he  went  to  make  this  foul-undoing  bargain.  For  if  be 
went  away  from  the  table,  as  feme  think,  then  he  left  Chrtft 
ioftituttng  and  adminiftring  thofe  heavenly  iigns  of  his  body  and 
blood  :  there  he  (aw,  or  might  have  feeo,  the  bloody  work  he 
was  going  about,  aAed  as  in  a  figure  before  him.  If  he  (at  out 
that  ordinance,  as  others  fupp&  he  did,  then  he  left  Chrift 
fingtng  an  heavenly  hymn,  and  preparing  to  go  where  Judas  was 
preparing  to  meet  him.  "When  the  Lord  Jefus  was  in  the  mA 
ieriaus  and  heavenly  cxerciie,  the  wretch  flinked  away  from  him 
into  the  city,  or  eife  went  under  pretence  to  buy  fome  necefla- 
ries  j:»  but  his  defign  was  not  to  buy,  but  to  fell,  whatever 
his  pretences  were.    Nay, 

6.  What  he  did,  was  not  done  by  the  perfuafions  of  any. 
The  high  prieft  fent  not  for  him,  and,  without  doubt,  was  fur- 
prifed  when  he  came  to  him  on  fuch  an  errand.  JFor  it  could 
never  enter  into  any  of  their  hearts,  that  any  of  his  own  dV* 
ciples  couid  ever,  be  drawn  into  a  confederacy  againfV  him.  No, 
be  went  as  a  volunteer;  of&ring  himfclf  to  this  work :  which 
Aill  heightens  the  fin,  and  makes  it  out  of  meafure  finful. 

7.  The  manner  in  which  he  executes  his  treafonable  defiga 
adds  further  malignity  to  the  faA.  He  comes  to  Chrift  with 
£iwning  words  and  carriages,  '*  Hail,  Mafter,  and  kifled  him.** 
Here  is  honey  in  the  tongue,  and  poifon  in  the  heart.  Here  is 
hatred  hid  under  lying  lips.  This  was  the  Iman,  and  this  was 
his  fad.    Let  us  enquire. 

Thirdly,  The  caufe  and  motives  of  this  wickednefs,  how  he 
came  to  attempt  and  per{)etrat«  fuch  a  villany.    Maldonatc  the 
Jefmt  criminates  the  Froteftant  divines,  for  affirming  that  God  ' 
had  a  hand  in  ordering  and  over*  ruling  this  fa£b  ||.    But  we  lay, 

%  "U^thout  doubt  he  went  from  Bethany,  where  the  Lord  then 
was,  and  either  withdrew  privately,  or  under  pretence  of  buying 
aeceffaries.     Pa  reus » 

)|  iQ/fo  far  as  it  was  ^^hrigf  i.  e.  a  betraying,  it  was  the  deed 
of  JudaS|  tempted  by  Satan  ^  in  fo  far  as  it  was  wtiftii^ifs  f*  «•  a 

deiivering 
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that  Satan  and  his  own  luA  was  the  itDpulfive  caufe  of  it:  tha^ 
Cody  as  it  was  a  wicked  treafon,  permitted  it ;  and  as  it  was  a 
delivering  Chrift  to  death,  was  not  only  th^  permitter,  but  the 
wife  and  holy  dircAor  and  ordcrer  of  it,  and  by  the  wifdom  of 
his  providence  overruled  it,  to  the  great  good  and  advantage 
of  the  church ;  in  rcfpeft  of  which  happy  iflbe,  Judas's  treafon 
is  calFed  /of/ijc  fcelus^  **  a  happy  wickednefs."  ^  Satan  infpired 
the  motion,  Luke  jcxiii.  3,  4.  •'  Then  entered  Satan  into  Judag 
•*  firnamed  ifcariot,  and  he  went  his  way,"  iyc,  his  own  lufts, 
like  dry  tinder,  kindled  prefently :  his  hear.t  was  covetous ;  there 
was  predifpofed  matter  enough  for  the  devil  to  work  on,  fo  that 
ic  was  bat  touch  and  take.  Ver.  25.  They  covenanted  to  give 
jiim  money,  and  he  promifed,  6r. 

The  holy  Cod  difpofed  an^  ordered  all  this  to  the  fingular 
benefit  and  good  of  his  people:  Afts  iv.  28.  they  did  whatfo- 
cver  "  his  hand  and  couofel  had  before  determined  to  be  done.** 
And  by  this  determinate  counfel  of  God,  he  was  taken  and  flain» 
A6bs  ii.  2 J.  Yet  this  no  ways  excufes  the  wickednefs  of  the 
inft rumen ts:  for  what  tlicy  did,  was  done  from  the  power  of 
their  own  lufts,  moft  wickedly  *,  what  he  did,  was  done  in  the 
unfearchable  depth  of  his  own  wifdom,  moA  holy.  God  knows 
how  to  ferve  his  own  ends  by  the  very  fins  of  men,  and  yet  have 
no  communion  at  all  in  the  fin  he  to  Overrules.  If  a  man  let  a 
dog  out  of  his  hand  in  purfuit  of  a  hare,  the  dog  hunts  merely 
for  a  prey ;  but  he  that  let  him  go,  ufes  the  fagacity  and  nimble- 
nefs  of  thed(>g  to  ferve  his  own  ends  by  it,  Judas  minded  no- 
thing but  his  own  advantage  to  get  money  :  God  permitted  that 
luil  to  work,  but  over* ruled  the  ifiTae'to  his  own  eternal  glor^» 
and  the  fllvation  of  our  fouls. 

Fourthly  and  laftly.  But  what  was  the  end  and  iffue  of  this 
faft  ?  As  to  Chrift,  it  was  his  death ;  for  the  hour  being  come, 
he  doth  not  meditate  an  efcape,  nor  put  forth  the  power  of  his 
Godhead  to  deliver  bimfclf  out  of  their  hands.  Indeed  he  (hew- 
ed what  he  could  do,  when  he  made  them  go  back  and  ftaggcr 
with  a  word.  He  could  have  obtained  more  than  twelve  le^ 
gions  tf  angels  to  have  been  his  life-guard ;  one  of  whom  had 
been  fujfHcient  to  have  coped  with  all  the  Roman  legions :  but 
how  then  (hould  the  fcriptures  have  been  fulfilled,  or  our  lalva* 

delivering  up,  it  was  the  ciFe<a  of  God's  fecret  purpofe,  relating  to 
the  redemption  of  the  church.  Sorely  God  was  nbt  a  carelefs  per- 
mitter  of  that  whole  work,  but  a  raoft  wife  orderer  and  dircaot  of 
it.     Partus^  .       ' 
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tioD  accompli fhed  ?  No,  he  refifls  not,  but  Judas,  deliveriag  higi 
iQto  their  hands  at  that  time,  was  his  death. 

And  what  got  he  as  a  reward  of  his  wickednefs  ?  It  ended  ia 
the  ruin  both  of  his  (oul  and  body.  For  immediately  a*deadi-> 
pang  of  defpalr  feized  his  confcience ;  which  was  fo  intolerable^ 
that  he  ran  to  the  haltar  for  a  remedy  ;  and  (b  falling  headlong 
he  burA  afunder,  and  all  his  bowels guthed  ont.  Ads  L  i8.  And 
now  he  that  had  no  bowels  for  Chrift,  hath  none  for  himfelf. 
As  for  bis  foul,  it  went  to  its  own  place^  ver.  25.  ^ven  the  place 
appointed  for  the  fonof  perdition,  as  Chrift  calls  hiqi»  John 
xvij.  12.  His  name  retains  an  odious  fiei^h  to  this  day, ,  and 
Jhall  to  all  generations :  h  is  a  by- word,  a  proverb  of  reproach. 
This  was  his  end  ;  we  will  next  improve  it. 

Corollary  i.  Hence  in  the  firft  place  we  learn,  That  the  greats 
tfi  profejfors  had  need  to  be  jealous  (f  their  onvn  hearts ^  and  look 
well  to  the  grounds  and  principles  of  their  prcfejfions*  One  of 
the  ancients  would  have  had  this  epitaph  engraven  upon  Judas's 
tombftone,  «<  v<f  T«f  «f«dfy  %v9i^vi%  a-at^  i,  e.  *'  Let  every  one  that 
"  beholds  me,  learn  to  be  gpdly  indeed,  to  be  fincere  in  l>is 
•*  profeffion,  and  love  Chrift  more  unfeignedly  than  I  did."  O 
profefTors,  look  to  your  found^tioti,  and  build  not  upon  the  fand, 
as  this  poor  creature  did.  That  is  found  advice,  indeed,,  which 
the  apollle  gives,  i  Cor.  x.  12.  '*  Lee  him  that  thinks  he  Hand- 
"  eih,  take  heed  left  he  fall."  O  beware  of  a  loofe  foundati- 
on \  If  you  begin  your  profeiTion  as  Judas  did,  no  wonder  if 
it  (hall  end  as  his  did. 

1.  Beware  therefore  that  you  hold  not  the  truth  in  unrighte- 
oufnefs :  Judas  did  {o ;  he  knew  much,  but  lived  not  up  to 
what  he  knew,  for  he  was  flill  of  a  worldly  fpirit  in  the  height 
of  his  profeffion.  His  knowledge  never  had  any  faving  influ* 
ence  upon  his  heart.  He  preached  to  others,  but  he  himfelf 
was  a  cafl  away.  He  had  much  light,  biit  ftUl  walked  in  dark- . 
Iiefs.    He  had  no  knowledge  to  dohimfelf  good. 

2.  Beware  you  live  not  in  a  courfe  of  fecret  fin.  Judas  did 
lb,  and  that  was  his  ruin.  He  made  a  profeffion  indeed,  and 
carried  it  fmoOthly,  but  he  was  a  thief,  John  xii.  6.  He  made 
no  confcience  of  committing  the  fip,  fo  h^  could  but  cover  and 
hide  it/rom  men.  This  helped  on  his  ruin,  and  fo  it  will  thine, 
reader*,  if  thou  be  guilty  herein.  A  fecret  way  pf  finning,  un- 
der a  covert  of  profeffion,  will  either  break  out  at  laft  to  the  ob- 
fervation  of  men,  or  elfe  Aide  thee  dowa  lafenfibly  to  hell^  ai^d 

•  Deiile  fundamentum  fallit  9pust,  \ 
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leave  there  only  this  comfort,  that  no  body  ftiaD  know  thou  art 
iherc. 

3.  Beware  of  hypocritical  pretences  of  religion  to  accommo- 
date feif-ends.    Judas  was  a  man  that  had  notable  fkijl  this  way. 
He  had  a  mind  to  fill  his  own  purfe,  by  the  fale  of  that  coftly 
ointment  which  Mary  befto^ed  upon  our  Saviour's  feet.     And 
I        what  a  neat  cover  had  he  fitted  for  it,  to  do  his  bufincfs  dearly ; 
I        Why,  faith  he,  "  This  might  have  been  fold  for  three  hundred 
I        *r  pence,  and  given  to  the  poor/'  Here  was  charity  to  the  poor, 
I        or  rather  poor  charity;  for  this  was  only  a  blind  to  his  bafe  fclf- 
I        ends.     O  Chriftiin,  be  plain- hearted,  take  heed  of  aaft  and 
[        cunning  in  matters  of  religion  :  This  fpoiled  Judas. 
I  4.  Beware  of  felf-confidence/   Judas  was  a  very  confident 

man  of  himftlf.  "  Laft  of  all,  Judas  faid,,  Matter,  is  it  I  ?"  Mat. 
I  xxvl.  25.  But  he 'that  was  laft  in  xhtfufpicion  vj^sjirft  in  the 
i  tranfgrejjion.  *'  He  that  truflcth  in  his  own  heart,  is  a  fool,** 
I  faith  Solomon,  Prov.  xxviii.  26.  Such  a  fool  was  this  great  pro- 
I  fcfTor.  It  will  be  yotir  wifdom  to  keep  a  jealoUs  eye  upon  your 
I  own  hearts,  and  (Vill  fufpeft  their  fai^eft  pretences, 
i  5.  If  you  will  tiot  do  as  Judas  did,  nor  come  to  fuch  an  end 

j  as' he  did,  take  heed  you  live  not  unprofitably  under  the  means 
(  of  grace.  Judas  had  the  beft  means  of  grace  that  ever  maa 
i  enjoyed.  He  heard  Chrifi  himftif  preach,  he  joined  often  with 
►  him  in  prayer,  but  he  was  never  the  better  fqr  it  all ;  it  was  but 
I  as  the  Watering  of  a  dead  flick,  which  will  never  make  it  grow, 
j  but  rot  h  the  fooner.  Never  was  there  a  rotten  branch  fo 
richly  watered  as  he  was.  O  it  is  a  fad  fin,  and  a  fad  fign  too, 
I  when  men  and  women  live  under  the  gofpel  from  year  to  year, 
I  and  are  never  the  better.  I  warn  you  to  beware  of  thefc  evils, 
j  all  yc^that  profefs  religion.  Let  thefe  footfleps  by  which  Judas 
I  went  down  to  his  own  pjace,  terrify  you  from' following  him  la 
I       them. 

^  Corollary  2.  Learn  hence  alfo,  That  eminent  knowledge  anJpro' 

feffion  puts  afpectal  and  eminent  aggravatich  upon  Jin  f .    Judas 

I       Ifcarioty  one  of  the  twelve^    Poor  wretch  f  better  had  it  been  for 

I       him,  if  he  had  never  been  numbered  with  them,  nor  enlightned 

with  fo  much  knowledge  as  he  was  endowed  with  :  for  this  rent 

\       bis  confciencc  to  pieces,  when  he  reflefted  on  what  he  had  done, 

and  prefently  run  into  the  gulph  of  defpair.     To  fin  againfl 

clear  light,  is  to  fin  with  a  high  hand.     It  is  that  which  makes 

a  fad  wafle  of  the  confcience.  That,  without  doubt,  which  now 

■'/'-- 

t  The  leaft  violation  of  confcience  is  a  very  great  fia.    Amef 
VoL,L  Rr 
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tormeflts  this  poor  iow\  in  hell,  is,  that  he  flionld  go  againft  bb 
light,  agilnn  his  profeition,  to  gratify  a  baie  luft  to  bis  eternal 
ruin.  Had  he  known  no  better,  it  bad  been  nore  excufable. 
Thore  that  had  a  hand  in  the  death  of  Chrtft,  throngh  mift^e 
and  ignorance,  were  capable  to  receive  the  pardon  of  their  fin  by 
that  blood  they  fo  (hed,  A(^s  iii.  17,  rp.  compared.  Take  heed 
therefore  of  abofing  knowledge,  and  putting  a  force  upon  coa- 
icience. 

Corollary  3.  Learn  hence  in  the  third  place,  Tiat  unprincipled 
profejffhrs  willfooner  or  later  become  Jham^fu I  apqfiates*  J  udas  was ' 
]an  unprincipled  profefTor,  and  fee  what  he  came  to ;  anabition 
invited  Simon  Magus  to  the  profeflion  of  ChriQ,  he  would  be 
ftf  ftfydu  "  fome  great  one,'*  and  how  quickly  did  the  rottennefs 
of  his  principles  difcover  themfelves  in  the  ruin  of  his  profeflton  I 
That  which  wants  a  root,  muft  needs  wither,  as  Chrift  fpeaks, 
Matth.  Xiii.  20,  ^i.  That  which  is  the  predominant  intereft, 
will  prevail,  and  fway  with  us  in  the  day  of  our  trial*  Hear 
ine,  all  you  that  profcTs  religion,  and  have  given  your  names  to 
Chrin ;  if  that  profefTion  be  not  built  upon  a  folid  and  real  work 
t)f  grace  upon  your  hearts-,  you  (hal)  never  honour  religioQ,  nor 
fave  your  fouls  by  it.  O  it  is  your  union  with  Chrift,  that,  like 
a  rpring,  maintains  your  profefli an.  *'  So  much  a»you  are  united 
•*  to  Chrift,  fo  much  conftancy,  fteadinefs,  and  evenDefs,  you 
•'  will  manifeft  in  the  duties  of  religipn,  and  no  more  X^** 

O  brethren,  when  he  that  profefles  Chrift  for  comp any»  Aall 
.  be  left  alone  as  P^ul  was  :  when  he  .that  made  religion  a  ftir- 
rup  to  help  him  into  the  faddle  of  preferment  and  honour,  (hall 
fee  that  he  is  fo  advanced  to^  be  drawn  forth  into  Cbrift's  camp, 
atid  endure  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  not  to  take  hiscpleafure  ;  in 
a  word,  when  be  (hall  fee  all  things  about  him  difcouraging  and 
threatning,  his  deareft  intereft  on  earth  expofed  for  religion's  fake, 
and  he  hath  no  faith  to  balance  his  prefent  lofles  with  his  future 
hopes ;  1  fay,  when  it  comes  to  this,  you  (hail  then  fee  the  rot- 
tennefs of  many  hearts  difcovered ;  and  Judas  ni^y  have  maoT 
fellows,  who  will  part  with  Chrift  for  the  world  as  he  did.  6 
therefore  look  well  to  your  foundation. 

Corollary  4.  Moreover  in  this  example  of  Judas  you  may  read 
this  truth  ;  That  men  and  women  are  never  in  more  imminent 
danger  J  than  when  they  meet  with  temptations  exadlfy  Juited  U 
their  majierlujls,  to  their  own  iniquity,  O  pray,  pray,  that  ye 
may  be  kept  from  a  violent  fuitable  temptation.  Satan  knows 
that  when  a  man  is  tried  here,  he  falls  by  the  root.    The  love 

t  MUnimur  fudtems  unimut*^ 
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of  this  world  was  all  akmg  Judas's  mafkr^in,  and  fbme  cad- 
jedure  be  was  a  nnirried  man,  and  had  a  gfeat  charge  ;  but  that 
is  conjeflural :  this  was  his  predomiDaot  liift.  The  devil  found 
out  this,  and  Suited  it  with  a  temptation  which  fully  hit  his 
humour,  and  it  carries  him  immediately.  This  is  the  dangerous 
crijis  of  the  foul.  Now  you  ftiall  lee  what  it  is,  and  what  it 
wUl  do.  Put  money  before  Judas,  and  prcfently  you  (hall:f<fe 
what  the  man  is. 

Corollary  5.  Hence,  in  like  manner,  we  are  inftrufted,  That 
no  man  knows  where  he  JbaUJiopy  when  ksfirfi  engages  himfe^  in 
«  way  of  Jin  ||;  * 
'  Wickedoefs,  as  well  asholinels,  is  not  born  in  its  ftdl  ftrengtb, 
but  grows  up  to  it  by  inienfible  degrees.  So  did  the  wickednels 
of  Judas*  I  believe,  he  himfelf  never  thought  he  (hould  have 
done  what  he  did :  and  if  any  (hould  have  told  him,  in  the  Brft 
beginning  of  his  profei&on.  Thou  ihalt  fell  the  blood  of  CbHft 
for  money,  thou  (halt  deliver  him  moft  perfidioufly  into  their 
hands  that  feek  his  life ;  he  would  have  anfwered  as  Hazaet  did 
to  Eliflia,  '<  But  what,  is  thy  fervant  a  dog,  that  he  (hould  do 
**  this  great  thing?"  2  Kings  viii.  ir.  His  wickednefs  firft  dit 
covered  itielf  in  murmuring  and  difcontent,  taking  a  pique  at 
fome  fmall  matters  againft  Chrift,  as  you  fl(iay  find,  by  com- 
paring John  vi.  from  vcr.  60,  to  70,  with  John  xii.  from  Ver. 
3*  to  i)t  but  lee  to  what  it  grows  at  laft.  That  lu(V  or  tempta- 
tion that  at  firft  is  but  a  little  cloud  as  big  as  a  man's  hand,  may 
quickly  overfpread  the  \i^hole  heaven.  It  is  our  engaging  in  fin, 
'  as  in  the  motion  of  a  Abne  down  the  hill»  vires  acquirit  eundo^ 
**  it  ftrengthens  itfelf  by  going  ;*'  and  the  longer  it  runs,  the 
more  violent.  Beware  of  thefmalleft  beginnings  of  temptations. 
No  wife  man  will  heglef):  or  flight  the  fmalle(l  fpark  of  fire, 
efpecially  if  he  fee  it  among  many  barrels  of  gun- powder.  Yon 
carry  gun^-powder  about  you,  O  take  heed  ef  fparks. 

Coroilary  6.  Did  Judas  fell  CKrift  for  money  ?  fVhat  a  potent 
conqueroir  is  the  love  of  this  world!  How  many  hath  it  caft  down 
wounded?  What  great  profeflbrs  have  been  dragged  at  its 
chariot  wheels  as  its  captives  ?  Hymenaeus  and  Philetus,  Ananias 
^and  Sapphira,  Demas  and  Judas,  with  thouiands  and  ten  thoii- 
fands,  fincetheir  days,  led  away  in  triumph.  It  <*  drowns  roea 
**  in  perdition,"  1  Tim.  vi.  9.  In  that  pit  of  perdition,  this 
foa  of  perdition  fell,  and  never  rofe  more. .  O  you  that  fo  court 

R  r  2 

I  Nemo  repent e  fit  iurptjpmtu*.    i.  c.  No  pcrfoA  fuddenly  be; 
cocacs  mofl  wicked. 
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'and  profecQte  it;  that  fo  love  and  admire  it;  make  a  (land 
here ;  paufe  a  little  upon  this  example ;  confider  to  what  it 
brought  this  poor  wretch,  whom  I  have  prefented  to  yea  dead, 
eternally  dead,  by  the  mortal  wound  that  the  love  of  this  world 
gave  him :  it  deAroyed  both  foul  and  body.  Pliny  tells  u&»  that 
the  Mermaids  delight  to  be  in  green  meadows,  into  which  they 
draw  men  by  their  enchanting  voices ;  but,  faith  he,  there  always 
lie  heaps  of  dead  mens  bones  by  them.  A  lively  emblem  of  a 
bewitching  world !  Good  had  it  been  for  many  profeflbrs  of 
religion,  if  they  had  never  known  what  the  riches,  andhoooors^ 
and  pleafnres  of  this  world  meant« 

€orolfary  7.  Did  Judas  fancy  fo  much  happinefs  in  a  Jittle 
money,  that  he  would  lell  Chrift  to  get  it  ?  Learn  then,  TTfOt 
nifhich  nun  promife  themfetues  much  pUafure  and  contentment  in^ 
in  the  way  ef  Jin^  may  prove  the  greateji  curfe  and  mi/ery  to 
,  them  that  ever  hefel  them  in  the  xvorld,  Judas  thought  it  was  a 
brave  thing  to  get  money !  he  fancied  much  happinefs  in  it : 
but  how  fick  was  his  confcience  as  ibon  as  he  bad  fwallowed  it ! 
O  take  it  again,  faith  he !  It  griped  him  to  the  heart*  He  knows 
not  what  to  do,  to  rid  himfelf  of  that  money.  Give  me  chil- 
dren, faith  Rachel,  or  I  die  :  (he  hath  children,  and  they  prove 
her  death.  O  mortify  your  fancies  to  the  world ;  put  no 
neceflity  upon  riches.  "  They  that  will  be  rich  fall  into 
'*  temptations,  and  many  hurtful  lufts,  w^lch  drown  men  in 
**  perdition,"  1  Tim.  vi.  9.  You  may  have  jour  defires  wirfi 
a  curfe.  He  that  brings  home  ^  pack  of  fine  cloaths  infeAed 
with  the  plague,  has  no  fuch  great  bargain  of  it,  how  cheap  fo- 
ever  he  bought  them. 

^  Corollary  8.  Was  there  ©ne,  and  but  one  of  the  twelve,  that 

proved  a  Judas,  a  traitor  to  ChriA  ?  Learn  thence.  That  it  is  a 

mqfi  unreafonabU  thing  to  be  prejudiced  at  religion,  and  thejincere 

'  t^ofejfors  of  it,  becaUjefome  that  profefs  it  prove  naught  and  vik» 

'  Should  the  eleven  fufFer  for  one  Judas  ?  Alas,  ,they  abhorred 
/  both  the  traitor  and  his  treafon.  As  well  might  the  high-prieft 
and  his  (ervancs  have  condemned  Peter,  John,  and  all  the  reft, 
whoie  Ibuls  abhorred  the  wickedncfs.  If  Judas  proved  a  vile 
wretch,  yet  there  was  eleven  to  one  that  remained  upright : 
if  Judas  proved  naught,  it  was  not  his  profefGoo  made  him  ib,' 
but  his  hypoaify ;  he  never  learned  it  from  ChriR.  If  religioii 
Inuft  be  charged  with  all  the  mifcarriages  of  its  profeflbrs,  then 
there  is  no  pure  religion  in  the  world.  Name  that  religion,  a- 
mong  the  profeflbrs  whereof  there  is  not  one  Judas.  Take 
heed,  reader,  of  prejudices  againft  godlinefs  on  this  account. 
The  defign  of  the  Devil,  without  doubt,  is  to  ando  thee  eteic- 
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Daily  by  them.  «'  Wo.to  the  world  becaufe  of  ofl&nccs,"  Mat 
xviii.  7.  ,  And  what  if  God  do  permit  thete  things  tofallout^ 
that  thou  mayeft  be  hardened  in  iniquity,  confirmed  in  fin  by 
fuch  occafions^  and  To  thy  deilru^tion  brought  about  this  way  : 
Bleflcd  is  he  that  is  not  offended  at  Chrifi. 

Corollary  9.  Did  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve,  do  fo  \  Leara 
thence.  That  a  drop  of  grace^  is  ketter  than  a  fea  qf  g^ts. 
Gifts  have  ibme  excellency  in  them,  but  the  way  of  grace  is 
th^  more  excellent  way,  i  Cor.xii.  31.  Gifts,  as  one  iaith,  arc 
dead  graces,  but  graces  arc  living  gifts.  There  is  many  a  learn- 
ed head  in  hell.  Thefe  are  not  the  things  that  accompany  fal* 
vation.  Gifts  are  the  gold  that  beautiHes  the  temple  ;  but 
grace  is  as  the  temple  which  fan£tifies  the  gold.  One  tear,  one 
groan>  one  breathing  of  an  upright  heart,  is  more  than  the 
tongues  of  angels. 

Poor  Chriflian,  thou  art  troubled  that  thou  caoft  not  fpeak 
and  pray  (o  neatly,  fo  handfomely,  as  (bme  others  can ;  but  canft 
thou  go  into  a  corner,  and  there  pour  out  thy  foul  affeclionateiy^ 
though  not  rhetorically,  to  thy  Father  ?  trouble  not  thylelf. 
It  is  better  for  thee  to  feel  one  divine  impreffion  from  God  upon 
thy  heart,  than  to  have  ten  thoufand  fine  notions  floating  in  thy 
head  :  Judas  was  a  man  of  parts ;  but  what  good  did  they  do 
him? 

Corollary  10.  Did  the  Devi^  win  the  confent  of  Judas  to  Aich 
a  defign  as  this  ?  Could  he  get  no  other  but  the  hand  of  an  a- 
poftle  to  afTift  him  I  Learn  hence,  That  the  policy  cf  Satan  lies 
much  in  the  choice  of  his  infiruments  he  works  by.  No  bird,  (Iaith 
one)  like  a  living  bird  to  tempt  others  into  the  net.  Pelagius, 
Socinus,  ifc.  were  fit  for  that  work  the  Devil  put  them  upon« 
"^  Auflin  told  an  ingenious  young  fcholar,  "  The  Devil  coveted 
**  him  for  an  ornament,"  He  knows  he  hath  a  foul  caufe  to 
manage,  and  therefore  will  get  the  fairell  hand  he-can  to  ma- 
it  with  the  lefs  fufpicion. 

Corollary  1 1,  Did  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve,  do  this  ?  Then 
certainly,  Chriftians  may  approve  and  join  withfuchmen  on  earthy 
ivhofe  faces  they  JhaU  never  fee  in  heaven^  The  apoAI^s  heW 
communipa'a  long  time  with  this  man,  and  did  not  fufpeA  him. 
O  pleafe  not  yourf^lves  therefore*  that  you  have  communion 
^Ith  the  &ints  here,  and  that  they  think  and  fpeak  charitably 
of  you.  **  All  the  churches  (hall  know,  (faith  the  Lord),  that  I 
*'  am  hethat  fearcheth  the  heart  and  reins,  and  will  give  to  every 
'f  man  as  his  work  (hall  be,''  Rev,  ii.  23.    In  heaven  we  (haU 

*  Cupit  ah  te  ornari  Di(ih/t(Sp 
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nueet  many  that  we  nerer  thought  to  meet  there,  and  mtfs  many 
we  were  coofident  we  (hooid  fee  there. 

Corollary f  12.  Laftly,  Did  Judas,  one  of  the  twelve,  a  man    | 
(o  obliged,  raifed  and  honoured  by  Chriit,  do  this?  Ceafe  then,  \ 
from  man^  be  not  too  confident,  but  beware  of  men.    *'  Troft  ye  J 
**  not  in  a  fi iend,  put  no  confidence  in  a  guide,  keep  the  door   | 
**  of  thy  lips  from  her  that  lieth  in  thy  bofom,"  Mic  vii.  5.   Not   ' 
that  there  is  no  fincerity  in  any  mao,  but  becauie  there  b  fo  j 
touch  hypocrify  in  many  meu,  and  fo  much  corruption  in  the  hefl  , 
of  meo,  that  we  may  not  be  too  confident,  nor  lay  too  great  a 
llrefs  upon  any  man.     Peter*s  modcft  exprefiion  of  Sylvanas  is  a 
pattern  for  us ;  **  Sylvanus,  a  faithful  brother  unto  you  (as  1  ' 
"  fuppofe")  I  Pet.  V.  1 2.  The  time  (hall come,  faith  Chrift,  that 
*'  brother  (hall  betray  brother  to  death,*'  Mat.  x.  1 1 .     Yons 
charity  for  others  may  be  your  dutv,  but  your  too  great  confi- 
dence may  be  your  fnare*    Fear  what  others  may  do,  but  fear 
thyfelf  more. 


SERMON     XXIV. 

Opens  the  Enemies  fecond  and  third  Preparatires  for 
the  Death  of  Christ,  by  thfeir  illegal  Trial  and 
Condemnation. 

LuKEXKiii.  23,  24.  And  they  were  injlant  with  loud  -uoires^ 
requiring  that  he  might  be  trucked ;  and  the  voices  rf  them^ 
and  of  the  chief  friefis  prevailed.  And  Pilate  gave  fentemt 
that  itjhouldbe  as  they  required. 

JUDAS  has  made  good  his  prondife  to  the  high  prieft,  and 
delivered  Jefus  a  pri(bner  into  their  hands.  Theie  wolves 
of  the  evening,  no  (boner  (tize  the  Lamb  of  God,  but  they 
thirfl  and  long  to  thefucking  his  precious  innocent  blood ;  their 
revenge  and  malice  admit  no  delay,  as  fearing  a  refcue  by  the 
people. 

When  Herod  had  taken  Peter,  he  committed  him  to  prifon, 
*'  intending  after  EtAer  to  bring  him  forth  to  the  people  *,'*  Afts 

N  *  In  fo  great  a  mixed  multitude  it  was  eafy  to  raifc  a  tumult,  if 
the  people  had  thought  fo  great  a  prophet  was  murdered,  coutiary 
to  all  law  and  juftice.  ^  Par.  on  Matth^  xxvi,  .5.    * 
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xu.  4*  But  theie  men  caaoot  fleep  till  they  bacve  bis  blood,  and 
therefore  the  preparation  of  the  paffover  being  come,  they  r^- 
iblve  in  all  ha(lc  to  4cllroy  him ;  yet  left  it  (hould  look  like  a 
downright  murder,  it  {hall  be  formalized  with  a  trial.  This 
his  tfial  and  condemnation  are  the  t^o  laft  a£ls  by  which  diey 
prepared  for  his  death,  and  are  both  contained  u\  this  context ; 
iu  which  we  may  obferve,  i .  The  indi^ment*  2.  The  Sentence 
*to  which  the  judge  proceeded. 

I.  The  indidlnunt  drawn  up  againft  Chrift,  wherein  thqr 
accufe  htm  of  many  things,  but  can  prove  nothing.  They 
charge  him  with  fedition  and  blafphemy,  but  falter  (bam^uliy 
in  the  proof.  However,  what  is  wanting  in  evidence,  (hall  b<: 
fupplied  wiih  clamour  and  importunity.  For  faith  the  text* 
**  They  were  inf^ant  with  loud  voices,  requiring  that  he  might 
**  be  crucified  ;  and  their  voices  prevailed  :i  When  they  can 
neither,  ppove  the  (edition  or  blafpbemy  they  charged  him  with, 
then  Crucify  him,  Crucify  him,  muft  ferve  the  turn,  inlkad  of 
«ll  witnefTes  and  proofs.  ^ 

The  fentence"  pronounced. upon  him;  Pilate  gave  fentence^ 
that  it  fliould  be  as  they  required;  i.  e.  be  fentenced  Chrift  tobje 
4»iled  to  the  crofs,  and  there  to  hang  till  he  was  dead.  From 
both  theie  we  may  obferve,  thefe  two  doArinal  concliifions. 

Doft.  I.  That  the  trial  cf  Chriji  for  his  life^  'was  t/wnaged 
mofi  mahcioujly  and  illegally  again fi  htm,  by  his  unrighteous 
judges. 

Doft.  2.  Though  nothing  could  be  proved  againfi  our.  Lord 
Jefus,  Chrift  worthy  of  deaths  or  of  bonds ;  yet  he  was  cori" 
demned  to  be  nailed  to  the  crofs,  and  there  to  hang  till  he 
died. 

1  (ball  handle  thefe  two  points  diftinftly  in  their  order,  bcgia- 
jiing  with  the  firft,  aamely, 

Doft.  I .  That  the  trial  cf  Chrift  for  his  life,  was  managed 
moft '  malicibujly  and  illegally  againft  him,  by  his  unrighte*  ' 
ms  judges,  ' 

•  Reader,'  here  thou  roayeft  fee  the  Judge  oif  all  the  -world 
ftanding  himfelf  to  be  judged;  he  that  fhall  judge  the  world  ia 
righteoufncfs,  judged  moft  unrighteoufly  ;  he  that  fhall  one  day 
come  to  the  throne  of  judgment,  attended  with  thoufands,  aod 
ten  diouikadsxif  angels  and  faints^  ftandinjgas  aprifoQeratman'ff 
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bar,  and  there  deoied  the  commbn  right  which  a  thief  or  mar- 
derer  might  datm,  and  is^commoQly  giren  them. 

To  maoifeft  the  illegality  of  ChriiVs  trial,  let  the  following 
particulars  be  heedfully  weighed. 

1 .  That  he  was  inhumanly  abuied,  both  in  words  and  aAi<M9Sy 
before  the  <^art  met,  or  any  examination  was  taken  of  the  faA : 
for  as  foon  as  they  had  taken  him,  they  forthwith  boimd  him, 
and  led  him  away  to  the  Highprieft's  houie,  Luke  xxii,  ^^. 
And  there  they  that  held  him,  mocked  him,  fmote  him,  blind- 
folded him,  ftruck  him  on  the  face,  and  bid  him  prophefy  who 
fmote  him ;  and  many  other  things  blafphemoufly  fpake  they 
agaiaft  him,  ver.  63,  64,  65.  How  illegal  and  barbarous  a 
thing  was  this  ?  When  they  were  but  binding  Paul  with  thongs, 
he  thought  himfelf  abufed  contrary  to  law,  and  afked  the  cen- 
turion that  flood  4)y,  *'  Is  it  lawful  for  you  to  fcourge  a  man 
'^  that  is  a  Roman,  and  uncondemned  ?"  q.  <L  Is  this  legal  > 
AVhat,  punifh  a  man  firft,  and  judge  him  afterwards !  But 
Cbrifl  was  not  only  bound,  but  horribly  abuied  by  them  all  that 
night,  dealing  with  him  as  the  lords  of  the  PhiUflines  did  with 
Sampibn,  to  whom  it  was  fport  to  abufe  him.  No  reft  had 
Jefus  that  night ;  no  more  fleep  for  him  now  in  this  world  :  O 
it  was  a  fad  night  to  htm  :  and  this  under  Caiaphas*s  own  roof. 

2.  As  he  was  inhumanly  abufed  before  he  was  tried,  fo  he 
was  examined  and  judged  by  a  court  that  had  no  authority  to 
try  him.  Luke  xxii.  66.  "  As  fooa  as  it  was  day,  the  elders 
**  of  the  people,  and  the  chief  priefts,  and  the  fcribcscame  to- 
**  gether,  and  led  him  into  their  council."  ,  This  was  the  ecde- 

fiajiical  court,  the  great  Sanhedrim^  which,  according  to  its  firft 
conflitution,  ftiould  confift  of  feventy  grave,  honourable,  and 
learned  men  ;  to  whom  were  to  be  referred  all  doubtful  mat- 
ters, too  hard  for  inferior  courts  to  decide.  And  thefe  were  to 
judge  impartially  and  uprightly  for  God,  as  men  in  whom 
was  the  Spirit  of  God,  according  to  God's  counftl  to  Moies, 
Numb.  xi;.  i6,&c.     In  this  court  the  righteous  and  innocent 

^jmight  expeft  relief  and  proteftion.  And  that  is  conceived  to 
he  the  meaning  of  Chrift's  words,  Luke  xiii.  33.  "  it  cannot  be 
*'  that  a  prophet  perifh  out  of  Jerufalem  ;*'  that  is,  their  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  innocency  may  expeft  proteftion.  But  now,  con- 
trary to  the  firft  conftitution,  it  confifted  of  a  pack  of  malicious 
icribes'and  pharifees,  men  full  of  revenge,  malice,  and  all  unrigh- 
tcoufnefs :  and  over  thefe  Caiaphas  (a  head  fit  for  fuch  a  body) 
at  this  time  prefided.  And  though  there  was  ftlU  fome  face  dJF 
a  court  among  them,  yet  the}r  power  was  ib  abridged  by  tht 
Romans,  th^t  they  could  not  hear  and  determine;  judge  and  con* 
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demn  in  capital  matters,  as  formctly.  For  as  *  Jofephus  their 
owo  hiftoriaa  iafonns  us,  Herod  10  the  beglooiDg  of  his  reiga 
took  away  this  power  from  ihem  ;  and  that  fcripture  ftems  to 
confirm  ir,  John  xviii.  31.  **  It  is  not  lawful  for  os  to  put  any 
•'  man  to  death;"  and  therefore  they  bring  him  to  Pilate's  barv 
He  alfo  underitood  him  to  be  a  Galilean;  and  Herod  being  Te* 
trarch  of  Galilee,  abd  at  that  time  in  Jerulalem,  he  is  fent  to  him» 
^  and  by  him  remitted  to  Pilate. 

.3,  As  he  was  at  firft  heard  and  judged  by  a  court  that  had  no 
authority  to  judge  him ;  fo  when  he  ftood  at  Pilate's  bar,  he  was 
accufed  of  perverting  the  nation,  and  denying  tribute  to  Cadar^ 
than  which  nothing  was  more  notoriouOy  falfe.  For  as  all  his 
do^rine  was  pure  and  heavenly,  and  malice  itlelf  could  not  find 
a  flaw  in  it ;  fo  he  was  always  obfervant  of  the  laws  under  which 
he  lived,  and  fcrupulous  lof  giving  the  lead  juft  otfence  to  the 
dvil  powers.  Yea,  he  not  only  paid  the  tribute  himlcif,  though 
he  might  have  pleaded  exemption,  but  charged  it  upon  other^^ 
as  their  duty  fo  to  do.  Mat.  xxii.  24.  ''  Give  unto  Caefar  the 
*'  things  that  are  Caefar's."  Aad  yet  with  fuch  palpable  ua* 
uuths  is  ChriA  charged. 

4.  Yea,  and  what  is  more  abominable  and  unparalleled ;  ro 
compafs  their  malicious  defigos^  they  indufirioufly  labour  to  fu^  ^ 
born  falfe  witnefles  to  take  way  his  life,  not  Aicking  at  the  grof* 
ieft  perjury,  aitd  manifeA  injuAice,  fo  they  might  deAroy  him* 
bo  you  read,  Mat.  xxvi.  59.  *'  Now  the  chief  pneAsand  elders^ 
'*  and  all  the  council,  fought  falfe  witneffes  againA  Jefus  to  put 

^V  him  10  death/'  Abominable  wickednefs !  for  fuch  men,  and 
ib  many;  to  complot  to  Ihed  the  blood  of  the  innocent,  by  knowa 
and  Audtcd  perjury  !  What  will  not  malice  agaiuA  Chrift  tranf- 
port  men  to  ? 

5.  Moreover,    the  carriage  of  the  court  was  moA  infolenc 
and  bafe  towards  him  during  the  trial :  for  whilA  he  Aood  be* 

f  ore  them  as  a  prifoner,  yet  iincondemned,  fometimes  theyare^ 
angry  at  him  for  his  Alence ;  and  when  he  ipeaks  and  that  perti«^ 
nently  to  the  point,  they  fmite  him  on  the  mouth  for  fpeaking, 
and  fcofFat  what  he  fpeaks  f.  "  To  fome  of  their  light,  frivo- 
."  lous  and  enlnaring  queAions,  he  is  filent,  not  for  want  of  aa 
**  anfwtr,  but  becaufe  he  heard  nothing  worthy  of  one."  And 
to  fulfil  what  the  prophet  l&iah  hadlong  before,  predicted  of  him  s 

*  Antiq«  lib.  14,  cap.  205* 

f  ^la  indsgnan{  rwfponfi  judicat  mantfeflam  falfitatem  ;  »9« 
dtfenfione  deftitutuSf  fed  ut  impieretur  frofbetac  waculwtu    Par^ 
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"  He  was  opprcfTcd,  and  he  was  afflifted,  yet  he  opened  oot 
^'  his  mouth :  he  is  broa^hc  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  and  as 
<'  a  (heep  before  her  (hearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his 
**  mouth,"  Ifa.  v.  3,  7.  As  alfo  to'leave  us  a  preeedenit  when 
to  fpcak,  and  when  to  be  filent,  when  we  for  his  name  (ake 
(hall  be  brought  before  governors :  for  fuch  reafons  as  thcfc  he 
ibmetfniies  aofwers  not  a  word,  and  then  they  are  ready  to  caa- 
dema  him  for  a  mute,  "  AnfWcreft  thou  nothing?  (faith  the 
**  high-prieft)  what  is  it  that  thefe  witnefs  againft  thee  I  '*  Mat. 
Kxvi.  62.  **  Heareft  thou  not  how  maay  things  they  witneli 
«•  againft  thee?"  iaith  Pilate,  Mat. xxvii.  13. 

And  when  Ke  makes  his  defence  in  words  of  truth  and  fober- 
nefs,  they  fmitchim  for  fpeaking,  Johnxviii.  22.  *'  And  whea 
•*  he  had  thus  fpoken,  one  of  the  officers  which  ftood  by,  ftruck 
•*  Jefus  with  the  palm  of  his  hand,  faying,  anfwereft  thou  the 
*'  high  prieft  fo?"  And  v/hn  had  he- fpoken  to  exafpcrate 
them  ?  Had  he  fpoken  impertinently  ?  Not  at  ail ;  whar  he  did 
was  but  this,  when  they  would  have  had  him  enfnarc  himfelf 
with  his  own  lips  :  **  Jefus  anfwcred,  I  ipake  openly  in  the  world, 
**  I  ever  taught  in  the  fynagogue,  and  in  the  temple,  whither 
**  the  Jews  always  rcfort,  and  in  iecret  have  I  laid  nothing. 
?'  Why  afkeft  thou  me  ?  Aflc  them  that  heard  me,  behold  they 
**  know  what  I  (aid  :"  q,  d.  I  am  not  obliged  to  accufe  and 
cnfnare  myfclf,  but  you  ous^ht  to  proceed  Jevundum  allegata  et 
probata,  according  to  what  is  allcdged  and  proved.  Did  he  de- 
ierve  a  blow  on  his  mouth  for  this  ?  O  who  but  himfelf  could 
have  fo  patiently  digefted  fuch  abufes !  Under  all  this  he  ftands 
in  perfect  innocency  and  patience,  making  no  other  return  to 
that  wretch  that  fmote  hlm^  but  tl^s,  *'  If  I  have  fpoken  evil) 
"  bear  witnefs  of  the  evil :  but  if  well,  why  fmiteft  thou  me  V 

6t  Laftly,  To  inftance  in  no  more :  he  is  condemned  to  die 
by  that  very  mouth  which  had  once  and  again  profefled  he  found 
«o  fault  in  him.  He  had  heard  all  that  could  be  alledged  againft 
him,  and  faw  it  was  a  perfe6^  piece  of  malice  and  envy.  When 
they  urge  Pilate  to  proceed  to  fentence  him;  why,  Jaith  he, 
V  what  evil  hath  he  done  ?"  Mat.  xxvii.  23.  Nay,  in  the  pre* 
face  to  the  very  fentence  itfelf,'he  acknowledges  him  to  be  a  juft 
perfon,  Mat.  xxvii.  24.  "When  Pilate  faw  he  could  prevail  no- 
"  thing,  bjjt  that  rather  a  tumult  was  made,  he  took  water,  and 
•*  wafhed  his  hands  before  the  multitude,  and  faid,  I  am  inno- 
**  cent  of  the  blood  of  this  jufl  perfon,  fee  ye  to  it."  Here  the 
janocency  of  Chrift  brake  out  like  the  fuh  ^wading  out  of  a  cloud, 
coavinDttg.thexonfcience.of  his  judge  that  he  Mias  jufl ;  and  y«t 
he  mull  give  fentence  on  bim^  for  all  that/  t^  pleafe  the  people. 
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Irference  i.  Was  Cbrift  thus  ufed  when  he  Aood  before  the 
great  couQcil,  the  fcribes  aod  elders  of  Ilrael  ?  TheD  furely 
*•  great  men  are  not  always  wife,  neither  4o  the  aged  underftand 
"  judgment,"  Job  xxxii.  9.  Here  were  many  great  men,  many 
9ged  men,  many  politic  men  in  council ;  but  not  one  wife  or 
good  man  among  them.  In  this  council  were  men  of  parts  and 
'  learning,  men  of  great  abilities,  and  by  So  much  the  more  per- 
nicious, and  able  to  do  mUchief.  Wickednefs  in  a  great  or 
learned  man,  is  like  potion  given  in  wine,  the  more  operative  and 
deadly,  Chritt*s  greateft  enemies  were  fuch  as  thefc.  Heathen 
Pilate  had  more  pity  for  him  ihznfuperftitious  Caiaphas.  Luther 
fells  usy  that  his  greateft  adverfaries  did  not  rife  out  of  the  ale* 
houfes  or  brothel-hpufes,  but  out  of  monafleries,  convents,  and 
religious  houfes.  ,  ' 

Inference  2.  Hence  alfo.  we  learn,  That  though  'we  are  not 
obliged  to  anfwer  every  captious,  idle,  or  enfnaring  quefiion,  yet 
tve  nre  boundfaithfully  to  own  andconfefs  the  truths  when  we  are 
Jolemnly  called  thereunta. 

It  is  true  Chrift  was  fometimes  filent/and  as  a  detf  man  that 
beard  not;  but  when  the  queftioa  was  folemnly  put,  "Art 
*'  thou  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  the  bleffed  ?  Jcfus  laid,  I  am," 
Mark  xiv.  61,  62.  He  knew  that  anfwer  would  coft  his  life, 
and  yet  he  durft  not  deny  it.  On  this  account  the  apoftle  faith,  ' 
"  he  witheffed  a  good  confeilion  before  Pontius  Pilate,"  i  Tim. 
vi.  X  3.  Herein  Chrift  hath  ruled  out  the  way  of  our  duty,  and 
by  his  own  example,  as  well  as  precept,  obliged  us  to  a  fincere 
confefSon  of  him,  and  his  truth,  when  we  are  required  lawfully 
fo  to  do,  I.  e.  when  we  are  before  a  lawful  magiilrate,  and  the 
queftions  are  not  curious  or  captious ;  when  we  cannot  hold 
our  peace,  but  our  filence  will  be  interpretativety  a  denying  of 
the  truth ;  finally,  when  the  glory  of  God,  honour  of  his  truth, 
and  edification  of  others,  are  more  attainable  by  our  open  con- 
feffion,  than  they  can  be  by  our  *Glcnce :  then  muft  we  with 
Chrift,  give  direft,  plain,  fincere  anfwc-s. 

It  was  the  old  Prifcillian  error,  to  allow  men  fo  deny  or'dif- 

^fcmble  their  profeffion,  when  an  open  confeffion  would  infer 

danger.     But  you  know  what  Chrift  hath  faid.  Mat.  x.  33. 

.**  Whofoever  ftiall  deny  ine  before  men,  him  will  I  denybe- 

**  fore  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."     Chrift  will  repay  him 

.  in  his  own  coin.     It  was  a  noble  faying  of  couragious  *  Zuin^ 

S  f  1 

*  ^tas  nen  opprtet  m^ries  praligere?  ^10 J  non  fupplicium 

pdtihi^^^^ 
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^Hos,  ''What  deaths  would  I  not  chafe?  What  paniflime&t 
«^  woald  I  not  undergo  ?  Yea,  into  what  vault  of  facli  would  I 
**  odt  rather  chafe  to  be  thrown,  than  to  witneft  againfl  my 
••  coafcience?"  Truth  can  never  be  bought  dear,  new-  fold 
cheap.  The  Lord  Jefus,  you  fee,  owns  truth  with  die  emi- 
Dent  and  tnftant  hazard  of  hts  life.  The  whoie  Cloud  of  wit- 
seiTes  have  followed  him  therein,  Rev.  xiv.  i.  We  ouriHves 
once  openly  owned  the  ways  of  fin :  and  (hall  we'  not  do  as 
much  for  Chrift,  as  we  then  did  for  the  Devil  ?  Did^  we  thefi 
glory  in  our  fiiame,  and  (hall  we  now  be  aihamed  of  our  glo- 
ry ^  Do  not  we  hope  Chfift  will  own  us  at  the  great  day? 
^Vliy,  if  we  confcfs  him,  he  aifo  will  confefs  us.  O  think  oo 
the  rcafonablenefs  of  this  duty* 

Inference  3.  Once  niore,  hence  it  follows,  That  to  hear  A 

'revilingSy  contradiBHons,  and  abufes  of  men^  ivith  a  tueek  cm- 
fofed^  and  even  fpirit^  is  excellent  and  Chrijt-Hke.     He  ftood  IjO- 

'  fore  them  as  a  lamb ;  he  rendred  not  railing  for  railing ;  he  en- 
dured the  contradiAions  of  finners  againft  himielfr  Imita^ 
Chfift  in  his  meeknefs.  He  calls  you  (o  to  do,  Mat.  xi.  2J. 
This  will  be  convincing  to  your  enemies,  comfortable  to  yooF* 

'  felves,  and  honourable  for  religion  :  and  as  for  ybur  ionoceocji 
Qod  will  clear  it  up  as  ChriA's  was. 

You  have  heard  the  illegal  trial  of  Chrlft,  how  infblently  it 
was  managed  againft  him  ;  well,  right  or  wrong,  innocent  or 
guilty,  his  blood  Lsrefolved  upon  :  it  is  bought  and  (bid  before- 
hand ;  and  if  nothing  elle  will  do  it,  menaces  and  clamours  (hall 
conArain  Pilate  to  condemn  him.  Whence  pur  iecond  note 
vas, 

Doft.  2.  That  though  nothing  could  be  proued  againft  m 
Lord  J  ejus  Chrift  worthy  of  death  or  cf  bonds  :  yet  was  k 
condemned  to  he  nailed  to  the  crofs,  and  there  to  hang  tiUk 
died, 

i?or  the  cxpUcatian  of  this,  I  (hall  open  the  following  parti- 
culars.  Firft,  Who  gave  the  fentencc.  Secondly,  Upon  whom 
fie  gave  it.  Thirdly^  What  fentence  was  it  that  was  given. 
Fourthly y  In  what  manner  Chrift  received  it. 

Firft,  Who,  and  what  was  he,  that  dur ft  attempt  fuch  a  thing 
lis  this  ?  Why,  this  was  Pilate,  who  fucceedcd  Valerius  Gratus 
jn  the  prefidcntfliip  of  Judea,  (as  f  Jofephus  tells  us)  in  which 

f^tius  ferr£  ?  Itno  in  onatn:  prfundam  in/trrni  alyjfum  no^  inSrg^. 
ff,  quam  contra  confclenttam  atteflare  ?     Zuing. 
t  Joftphas,  lib.  18*  Ant*  Judae^e,  quarto  ad  cap.  7/ 
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fruft  he  cootiQtied  about  teo  years*  This  croelj  cnrfed  aA  of 
his  againft  Chriil  was  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  goveromcQC. 
Two  years'  after,  he, was  removed  from  his  place  and  office  by 
Vttellias,  prefideot  of  Syria,  for  his  inhuman  murdering  of  the 
innocent  Samarians.  ,This  neceflitated  him  to  go  to  Rome  to 
clear  himfelf  before  Caefar;  but  before  he  came  to  Rome, 
Tiberius  was  dead,  and  Caius  in  his  room.  Under  him,  faith  % 
Eufebius,  Pilate  killed  himklf.  ||  '*Hewas  amannotveryfriend- 
*^  ly  or  benevolent  to  the  Jewi(h  nation,  but  Aill  fufpicious  of 
"  their  rebellions  and  infurreAions :  this  jealous  humour  the 
''  priefts  and  fcribes  obferved,  and  wrought  upon  it  to  compaf$ 
:  *'  their  defign  againft  Chrift."  Therefore  they  tell  him  fo  of  tea 
df  Chrifl's  (editiofl,  and  ftirring  up  the  people  ;  and  that  if  he 
let  him  go,  he  is  none  of  Caefar's  friend ;  which  very  confider- 
ations  prevailed  with  him  to  do  what  he  did.  But  how  durft 
he  attempt  fucb  a  wickednefs  as  this,  though  he  had  flood  ia 
the  opinion  of  Cae&r  \  What !  give  judgment  againft  the  Son 
of  God  ?  for  it  is  evident,  by  many  circuniftances  in  this  trial, 
that  he  had  many  inward  fears  and  conviflions  upon  him,  that 
he  Wa^.tfae  Son  of  God  * :  By  thefe  he  was  feared,  and  fought 
.  to  releaie  him,  John  xix.  8,  12.  the  fear  of  a  Deity  fell  upon 
him  ;.  his  mind  was  greatly  perplexed,  and  dubious  about  this 
prifoner,  whether  he  was  a  God  or  a  man.  And  yet  the  fear  of 
Caefar  prevailed  more  than  the  fear  of  a  Deity ;  he  proceeds  to 
pve  fentence. 

O  Pilate !  thou  waft  not  afraid  to  judge  and  fentence  an  in- 
nocent, a  knowa  innocent!,  and  one  whom  thoq  thy(elf  fu(^ 
peAeft,  at  leaft  to  be  more  than  man  !  But  fee  in  this  predomi- 
nancy of  fcif-intereft,  what  man  will  not  attempt,  and  perpe* 
^  trate,  to  fecure  and  accommodate  felf. 

Secondly y  Againft  whom  doth  Pilate  give  fentence  ?  againft  a 
malefaftor  ?  No,  his  oWn  mouth  once  and  again  acknowleged 
him  innocent.  Againft  a  common  pri(bner  ?  No,  but  one  whole 
fame  no  doubt  had  often  reached  Pilate's  ears,  even  the  won- 
'  derfui  things  wrought  by  him,  which  none  but  Gotd  could  do  t 
one  that  ftood  before  him  as  the  piAure,  or  rather  as  the  body, 

X  Eufeb.  hift.  Ecclcf.  lib.  2.  cap.  7, 

II  Non  adfmdum  amicus  Judaeorum  genti^  propterea  quod  earn 
fufpe^am  haheret  animo  erga  Cuefarem  ;  hunc  putant  facerdetir 
commodum  fore  ipforum  propojito^  &c.      Bucer.  in  Mat.  xxvii., 

*  Having  heard  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  his  roind  ivas 
fmtttea  \(^ith  a  rdigious  awe ;  and  heing  flruck  with  the  fear  of  a 
}>eity,  he  was  perplexed  an^  in  fufpenfe,  thinking  himfelf  in  pre* 
(f  At  danger  as  at  the  brink  of  a  pu^    Marlor.  in  he. 
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of  innooeoey  aad  toeckDefs.  >  Ye  have  coodemncd  and  kiUed  the 
jQft,  and  he  refifteth  you  not.  Jam.  v.  6.  Now  was  that  word 
made  good,  Hal.  xciv.  21.  '*  They  gather  themfelves  together 
*'  agaioit  the  fool  of  the  righteous,  and  coadema  the  ianoceat 
•*  blooJ." 

Thirdly^  Bat  what  was  the  fentcnce  that  Pilate  gave  ?  We 
liave  it  not  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  delivered :  but  the  fum 
of  it  was,  that  it  (hoald  be  as  they  required.  Now  what  did  they 
require  \  why,  crucify  hitn,  cruc4fy  him.  So  that  in  what  for- 
malities foever  it  was  delivered,  this  was  the  fubftance  and  cffcft 
of  it,  I  adjudge  Jefus  cf  Nazareth  to  be  nailed  to  the  cro/s,  and 
4here  to  hang  till  he  be  dead.  Which  fentence  againft  Chrift 
was, 

1.  Jmoftunjufi  and  unrighteous  fentence :  the  greateA  perver- 
fion  of  judgment  and  equity  that  was  ever  known  to  the  civilized 
world,  fincefeatsof  j43dicature  were  firftfet  up.  What!  to  con- 
demn him  before  one  acqufatiofi  was  proved  againft  him  i  Ani 
if  what  they  accufed  him  of  (that  be  faid  he  was  the  Son  of  God) 
had  been  proved,  it  had  been  no  crime,  for  he  really  was  fo ;  and 
therefore  no  blafphemy  in  him  to  fay  he  was.  Pilate  (hould  ra- 
ther have  come  down  from  his  ieat  of  judgment,  and  adored  him, 
than  fat  there  to  judge  him.  O  it  was  the  higheft  piece  of  injuf 
tice,  that  ever  onr  ears  heard  of ! 

2.  As  it  was  .an  unrighteous,  fo  it  was  a  cruel  fentenee,  deli- 
vering up  Chrift  to  their  wills.  This  was  that  mifery  which  Da- 
vid To  earneOly  deprecated,  PfaJ.  xxvii.  12.  **  O  deliver  me  not 
**  over  to  the  will  pf  qaine  enemies."  But  Pilate  delivers  Chxift 
over  to  the  will  of  his  enemies,  men  full  of  enmity,  rage,  and 
Q^alice,  whofe  greateft  pleafureit  was  to  glut  themfelves  with  his 
blood,  and  fatiatc  their  revengeful  hearts  with  fuch  a  fpe^acle 
of  mi^ry.  For  lo,  as  foon  as  thefe  wolves  had  griped  their  prey, 
they  were  not  dtisfied  with  that  curled,  cruel,  and  ignominious 
death  of  the  crofs,  to  which  Pilate  had  adjudged  him,  but  they 
are  refolved  he  (hall  die  over  and  ovtr;  they  will  contrii'c 
many  deaths  in  one :  now  they  iay  as  a  tyrant  did  once,  moria- 
tur^  utfentiat  fe  mori :  **  let  him  die,  fo  as  he  may  feel  bimfelf 
**  to  die."  To  this  end  they  prefently  ftrip  him  n^ked ;  fcourgc 
bim  cruelly ;  array  him  iafcarlet,  and  mock  him 4  crown  him 
with  a  bufh  of  platted ^orns;  faften  that  crown  upon  his 
head  by  a  bloW  with  a  cane,  which  fet  them  deep  into  his  iacrecj 
temples ;  fccptercd  him  with-  a  reed,  fpat  in  his  face,  ftriproffhis 
mock- robes  again  ;  put  the  crofs  upon  his  back,  and  compelled 
him  to  bear  it.  Ail  this,  and  much  more,  they  exprefs  their  cruel- 
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ty  by,  as  foon  as  they  had  him  delivered  over  to  their  w3I.    So. 
that  this  was  a  cruel  fcntencc.  -  - 

3.  As  it  was  a  cruel,  So  it  was  a  rajb  and  hafty  feotenc^ 

'       The  Jews  arc  all  ia  hatte ;  confulting  all  mght,  and  early  up  by. 

the  break  of  day  in  the  morDiBg,  to  get  him  to  his  trial.     They 

fpur  oti  Pilate,  with  all  arguments  they  can,  to  give  ientenc^ 

'       His  trial  look  up  but  one  morning,  an3  a  great  part  of  that  was. 

'       fpent  in  fendibg  him  from  Caiaphas  to  Pilate,  and  from  Pilate  to 

'       Herod,  and  -then  back  agaiit  to  Pilate  ;  fo  that  it  was  a  hafty 

^,      and  headlong  fentence  that  Pilate  gave.     He  did  not  fift  and 

,    examine  the  matter,  but  handles  it, very  flightly.     The  trial  of 

I       many  a  mean  man  hath  taken  up  ten  times  more  debates  and 

time,  than  was  fpent  about  Chrift.  "  *  They  that  look  but 

\       **  flightly  into  the  caufe,  cafily  pronounce  and  give  fentence.*' 

y      But  that  which  was  then  done  in^haAe^,  they  have  bad  time  e* 

'       nough  to  repent  for  fmce. 

4.  As  i't  was  a  rafti  and  hafty,  fo  it  was  an  extorted  forced feU'- 
I  tenet  \,  They  fqueeze  it  out  of  Pilate  by  mere  clamour,  impor- 
I  tuncty,  and  fuggeflions  of  danger.  In  courts  of  judicature,  fuch' 
I     .  arguments  Ihould  fignify  but  Uttle;  not  importunity,  but  proof, 

I       Ihould  carry  it :  but  timorous  Pilate  bends  like  a  willow  at  this 
i       breath  of  the  people :  he  had  neither  fuch  a  ienfe  of  jufticc,  nor 

Spirit  of  courage,  as  to  withlland  it. 

i  5.  As  it  was  an  extorted,  fo  it  was  a  hypocritical  fentence,  mafk- 

I       jng  horrid  murder  under  a  pretence  and  formality  of  law.     It 

muft  lojOk  like  a  legal  procedure  to  palliate  the  bufmefs.    Loth 

t       ,he  was  to  condemn  him,  left  innocent  blood  (hould  clamour  ia 

I       his  conicience ;  but  fince  he  muft  do  it,  he  will  transfer  the  guilt 

upon  them,  and  they  take  it;  <<  his  blood  be  on  us,  and  on  our 

I        «*  children  for  eve  1^,"  fay  they.     Pilate  calls  for  water,  wafties 

his  hands  before  them,^  and  tells  them,  '*  I  am  free  from  the 

•*  blood  of  this  juft  perioB."    But  ftay;  free  from  his  blood, 

and  yet  condemn  a  known  innocent  perfon  ?  Free  from  hjs  blood, 

becaufe  he  waftied  his  hands  in  water  I  No,  no,  he  could  never 

be  free,  except  his  foul  had  been  waftied  in  that  blood  he  ftied. 

O  the  hypocrify  of  Pilare  !  Such  juggling  as  this  will  not  fervc 

fais  turn,  when  he  ftiall  ftand  as  a  prlfoner  before  him,  who  now 

Aood  arraigned  at  his  bar. 

6,  And  laftly,  As  it  was  a  hypocritical,  lb  it  was  an  unrevoke- 
ed  fentence :  it  adinitted  not  of  a  reprieve,  no,  not  for  a  day  ; 

*  ^i  ad  pauc^  refpjdant,  facile  pronunciantt 
.  X  By.mkiaces  they  extort  from  him  the  condemmition  of  OsASL 
Calviru'    -'..■..'.■ 
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nor  doth  Chrift  appeal  to  aay  other  jadicature,  or  once  defire 
the  leaft  delay ;  but  away  he  is  hurried  in  haAe  to  the  execu* 
doQ.  Bluih,  O  ye  heavens!  and  tremble,  O  earth  1  at  fuch  a 
feotence  as  this  1  Now  is  Cbrift  dead  in  law ;  now  he  knows 
whither  he  muft  be  carried,  and  that  prefently.  His  foal  and 
body  muft  feel  that,  the  very  fight  of  which  put  him  into  an 
agony  but  the  night  before. 

Fourthly^  and  laftly,  In  what  manner  did  Chrift  receive  this 
cruel  and  unrighteous  fentence  \  He  received  it  like  himfeif, 
with  admirable  meekneis  and  pitience.  He  doth  as  it  were 
wrap  himfelf  up  in  his  own  innocency,  aiid  obedience  to  bis 
Father's  will,  and  (lands  at  the  bar  with  invincible  patience, 
and  meek  fubmiffion.  He  doth  not  at  once  dcfire  the  jadge  to 
defer  the  fentence,  much  lefs  fall  down  and  beg  for  his  lile,  as 
other  prifooers  ufe  to  do  at  fuch  times.  No,  but  as  a  [heep*he 
goes  to  the  flaaghter,  not  opening  his  mouth.  Some  apply 
that  exprefljon  to  Chrid,  Jam.  v.  6.  "  Ye  have  condemned  and 
•*  killed  the  Juft,  and  he  refifl^th  you  not."  From  the  time, 
that  Pilate  gave  fentence,  till  .he  was  nailed  to  the  crofs,  we  do 
not  read  that  ever  he  &id  any  thing,  (ave  only  to  the  women 
that  followed  him  out  of  the  city  to  Golgotha  :  and  what  he 
faid  there,  rather  manifeftcd  his  pity  to  them,  than  any  difcon* 
tent  at  what  was  now  come  upon  him ;  "  Daughters  of  Jerufa- 
••  lem,  (faith  he)  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for  yourfelvcs, 
**  and  for  your  children,"  Luke  xxiii.  a8,  6r.  O  the  perfcft 
patience  and  meeknefs  of  Chrift  :  The  inferences  from  hence 
are  : 

Inference  i.  Do  you  fee  what  was  here  done  agaiaft  Chrift, 
under  pretence  of  hw  I  iVhat  cauje  have  ive.  to  pray  /pr  good 
laws,  and  righteous  executioners  of  them  ? 
/  O  !  it  is  a  fiogular  mercy  to  live  under  good  laws,  which 
proteft  the  ianocent  from  injury.  Laws  are  hedges  about  our 
lives,  lil>erties,  eftates,  and  all  the  comforts  we  enjoy  in  this 
world.  Times  will  be  evil  enough,  when  iniquity  is  not  dif 
countenanced ?xlA  punlfticd  by  law  ;  but  hoy^  evil  are  thofe  times 
like  to  prove  when  iniquity  is  ejlablifhed  by  law  /  As  the  Pfal* 
mift  complains,  PfaL  xciv.  20.  **  It  was  the  complaint  of  Pli-' 
**  ny  to  Trajan,  that  whereas  crimes  were  wont  to  be  the  hxa* 
**  den  of  the  age,  now  laws  were  To;  and  that  he  feared  the 
**  commonwealth  which  was  eftabliftied,  would  be  fubverted  by 
**  laws  *.**    It  is  not  likely  that  virtpc  will  much  fiourifli,  when 

*  OUm  criminihus^  jam  leg/ bus  laboratur ;  et  metuendum  efi^ 
^    fie  refpuhlica  fundata^  fit  legibus  ever/a^     Plin.  ail  Trajan. 
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**  judgment  fprings  up  as  hemlock  in  the  furrows  of  the  field/* 
Hof,  X.  4.  How  much  therefore  is  It  our  coucernment  to  pray, 
that  "judgment  may  run  down  as  a  mighty  ftream?"  Amos  v. 
24.  "  That  our  officers  may  be  peace,  and  our  exaftors  righ- 
•*  tdoufnefs  ?'*  Ifa.  Ix.  17.  It  was  not  therefore  without  great 
reafon,  that  the  apoftle  exhorted,  that  "  (upplications,  prayers, 
"  interceffions,  and  giving  of  thanks  be  made  for  all  men  ;  for 
*•  kings,  and  all  that  are  in  authority,  that  we  may  lead  a  quiet 
**  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godlinefe  ^nd  honefty,"  i  Tim.  ii. 
I,. 2.'  Great  is  the  intereft  of  the  church  of  God  in  them; 
they  are  inftruments  of  much  good  or  much  evil. 

Inference  2.  Was  Chrift  condemned  in  a  court  of  judicature  ? 
Hovj  evident  then  is  it,  that  there  is  a  judgment  to  come  after 
this  life  ?  Surely  things  will  not  be  always  carried  as  they  are 
in  this  \yorld.  When  you  fee  Jefus  condemned,  and  Baraibbas 
releafed,  conclude,  that  a  time  will  come  when  innocency  ftiall 
be  vindicated,  and  wickednefs  (hamed.  On  this  very  ground, 
Solomon  concludes,  and  very  rationally,  that  God  will  call  over 
things  hereafter  at  a  more  righteous  tribunal :  "And  moreover, 
*'  I  faw  under  the  fun  the  place  of  judgment,  that  wickednefs 
**  was  there  ;  and  the  place  of  righteoufnefs,  that  iniquity  was 
**  there."  I  feid  in  my  heart,  God  fhall  judge  the  righteeus, 
**  and  the  wicked :  for  there  is  a  time  there  for  every  purpofe 
*•  and  for  every  work,**  Ecclef.  iii.  16,  17.  Some  indeed,  on 
this  ground,  have  denied  the  divine  providence ;  but  Solomon 
draws  a  quite  contrary  condufion,  Godjballjudgt :  Surely,  he 
Will  take  the  matter  into  his  own  hand,  he  will  bring  forth  the 
righteoufnefs  of  his  people  as  the  light,  and  their  jufl:  dealing  as 
the  noon-day.  It  is  a  mercy,  if  we  be  wronged  in  one  court, 
that  we  can  appeal  to  another,  where  we  (hall  be  fure  to  be  re- 
lieved by  a  jull  impartial  judge.  "  Be  patient  therefore,  my 
*'  brethren  (faith  the  apoftle)  until  the  coming  of  the  Lord," 
James  v.  6,  7,  8.  " 

Inference  3.  Again,  here  you  fee  how  confcience  may  be  over- 
bom  and  run  down  by  afUfhly  intereft.  Bilate's  confcience  bid 
him  beware,  and  forbear ;  his  intereft  bid  him  aft  :  his  fear  of 
Caefar  was  more  than  the  fear  of  God.  But  O  !  what  a  dread- 
ful thing  is  it  for  conTcience  to  be  enfnared  by  the  fear  of  man  ? 
Prov.  xxix.  25.  To  guard  thy  foul,  reader,  againft  this  mif- 
chief,  let  fuch  confjderations  as  thefe  be  ever  with  thee. 

I.  Confider  bow  dear  thofe  profits,  or  pleafures  coft.  Which' 
are  purchafed  with  the  lofs  of  inward  peace  !  There  is  nothing 
in  this  world  good  enough  te  recompenfe  fuch  a  lofs^  or  bal- 

Voi.L  T  t  ^ 
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Uncc  the  miiery  of  a  tormenting  confcience.  If  yon  violate  it, 
and  proftitnte  it  for  a  fleihly  .luft,  it  will  remember  the  injory 
you  did  it  many  years  after;  Gen.  xlii.  2i.  Jot>  xiii.  26.  It 
ivill  not  only  retain  the  memory  of  what  you  did,  but  it  will 
Accufe  you  for  it;  Mat.  lucvii.  4.  It  will  (lot  fear  to  tctl 
you  that  plaioly,  which  others  darc^  not  whifper.  It  will  not 
only  accuie,  but  it  will  alio  condemn  you  for  what  ypa  have 
dbne.  This  condemning  voice  of  confci^^nce  is  a  very  terrible 
voice. 

Yon  may  fee  the  horror  of  it  in  Cain,  the  vigonr  of  it  in  Ju- 
das, the  doleful  efc^s  of  it  in  Spua.  It  will,  from  all  thefe 
its  offices,  produce  /bame^  fear ^  and  defpair,  if  God^ivc  w)t 
repentance  to  life.  The  Jbame  it  works  will  io  cpofound  you, 
that  you  will  not^be  able  to  lock  up;  Job  xxxi.  14.  Pfal.  i.  5. 
Thenar  it  works  will  make  you  wilh  for  a  hole*  in  the  rock  te 
hide  you;  Ifa.  iL  9,  lO,  15,  19*.  And  its  defpair  is  a  death: 
pang.  The  cutting  oS  of  hope,  /is  the  greateft  cut  in  the 
world|  O!  who  can  {land  under  fuch^a  load  as  this?  Frov. 
xvii.  14.  * 

•  2.  Confider  the  nature  of  your  prcftnt  a£lions;  they  are 
feed  Town  for  eternity,  and  will  fpring  up  again^  in  fjiitabie  ef* 
fe<^s,  rewards,  and  puoifhrnents,  when  you  that  did  them  are- 
tOrntd  to  duft.  Gal.  vi.  7.  '<  What  a  man  fows,  that  ftiatl  he> 
••  reap:"  And  as  fure  as  the  harveft  follows  the  feed- time,  fo- 
fure  fhallfhame,  fear,  and  horror  follow  An,.  Dan.  xii.  2.  Wfaat 
Zeuxis,  the  famous  Limner,  faid  of  his  work,  ip^y  much^more 
truly  be  faid  of  ours,  aeternifati  pingo^  I  paint  for  eternity,^ 
fsid  he,  when  one  a&ed  him  why  he  wasfo  curious  in  his  wcark* 
Ah !  how  bitter  will  thofe  things  be  in  the  account  and  rec* 
koQtng,  which  were  pleafa.nt  in  the  ailing  and  committing?  It 
ib  true,  our  anions,  phyficaily  coofidered,  are  tranfient.;  how 
'  l(X>n  is  a  word  or  aftipn  fpoken  or  done,  and  there  is  an  end  of 
it  ?  But  morally  confiidered,  they  are  permanent,  JKing  pii( 
upon  God  Is  book  of  accpunt.  O  \  therefore  take  heed  what 
you  do:  fo  fpeak,  and  To  aA,  as  they  that  muft  g^ve  an  ac« 
count. 

3.  Confider,  how  by  thefe  things  then  do  but  prepare  far 
tl;eir  own  torment  in  a  dying  hour.  There  is  Sitternefs  enough 
in  death,  you  need  npt  add  more  gall  and  wormwood  to  add: 
to  the  bitternefs  of  it.  What  is  the  viokncing  and  wouDdiog, 
of  confcience  now,  but  thl  (licking  fo  tpany  pins  or  needles  in 
your  death-bed,  agjiini)  yop  come  to  lie  dpwn  on  it  ? .  This  makes,  , 
death  bittpr  indeed.  How  many  ha^e  wi(hed  in  a  dying  hour, 
;th«y  had  rather  lived  poor  and  lo\;f  all  their  days,  than  tO;^%ve 
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firaioed  their  conicieaces  for  the  world  ?  Ah !  how  is  the  face 
and  afpedl  of  things  altered  in  inch  an  hour. 

•No  iuchconfidcrations  as  thefe  had  any  place  in  Pilate's  heart ; 
for  if  fo,  he  would  never  have  been  courted^  or  feared  in  fiich 
4n  aft  as  this. 

If^erenci  4.  Did  Chrift  fland  arraigned  and  condemned  at 
Pilate's  bar  ?  Then  the  believer  /ball  never  be  arraigned  andcon* 
defnnedai  Gotts  bar.  this  fentence  that  Pilate  pronounced  on 
Chrift,  gives  evidence  that  God  will  never  pronounce  ientcnce 
againft  fiich :  for  haci  he  intended  to  have  arraigned  them,,  he 
Would  never  have  fuffered  Chrift,  their  furety,  to  be  arraigned 

'  and  condemned  for  them.  Chrifl  flood  at  this  time  before  a 
higher  judge  than  Pilate;  he  flood  at  God*s  bar  as  well  as  hls(. 
PHate  did  but  ^hat  whicii  God*s  own  hand  and  counlel  had  be- 
fore determined  t6  be  done»  and  what  God  himfelfy  at  the  fame 
titiieydid;  though  God  did  it  jufliy  and  holity,  dealing  with 
Chrift  as  ^  creditor  with  a  fiirety ;  Pilate  moft  wickedly  an4 
bafely,  dealing  with  Chrifl  as  a  corrupt  judge,  that  fhed  the 
blood  of  1  knoWil  innocent  to'  pacify  the  people.  But  certain  it 
is,  that  out  6f  his  condemnation  flows  our  juflification :  and  had 
not  fentence  been  given  againfl  him,  it  mufl  have  been  given 
agatnfl  us. 

O  what  a  melting  confideration  is  this !  that  out  of  his  agony 
toibes  oilr  viftory  ;  out  of  his  condemnation,  our  juflification  ; 
outof  his  pain,  our  eafe;  out  of  his  flripes,  our  healing;  out 
of  his  gall  and  vinegar,  our  honey  ;  out  of  his  curfe,  6ur 
blefTing ;  out  of  his  crown  of  thorns,  our  crown  of  glory  ;  out 
6f  his  death,  our* life:  if  he  could  not  J^  releafed,  it  was  that 

.  ;^u  might.  If  Pilate  gave  ientence  ag^inft  him,  it  was  that 
the  great  God  might  never  give  fentence  againft  you.  If  he 
yielded  that  it  fhould  be  with  Chrifl  as  they  required,  it  was 
that  it  might  be  with  our  fouls  as  well  as  we  can  defire.  And 
therefore, 

7Jfl»ii  bi  to  Cod /of  his  un/peakable  gifts. 
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Remarks  a  memorable  Paffage  of  Christ,  in  his  Way 
to  the  Place  of  his  Execution. 

iTuKEXxiil.  27,  28,  &c.  j4nd  thre  followed  him  a  great  com' 
fany  of  people,  and  of  women,  which  alfo  bewailed  and  la- 
mented him.  But  Jefus  turning  unto  them,  faid.  Daughters 
cf  Jerufalem  weep  not  for  me^  hut  weep  for  yourjehes^  and 
forymr  children, 

'T^HE  fentence  of  death  once  given  againft  Chrift,  the  exe- 
"*•  cutioD  <}uickly  follows.  Away  they  lead  him  from  Gab- 
batha  to  Golgotha,  longing  as  much  to  be  nailing  htm  to  the 
crofs,  and  feeding  their  eyes  with  his  torments,  as  the  ea^e 
doth  to  be  tearing  the  ile(h,  and  drinking  the  blood  of  that 
lamb  (he  hath  feized  in  her  talons,  and  is  carrying  away  to  the 
top  of  fome  rock  to  devour. 

The  Evangelift  here  obferves  a  memorable  paffage  that  fell 
out  in  their  way  to  the  place  of  execution  ;  and  that  is,  the  la- 
mentations and  wailing  of  fome  that  followed  him  out  of  the 
city,  who  exprefTed  their  pity  and  forrow  for  him  knoft  tenderly 
and  compaflionately :  all  hearts  were  not  hard,  all  eyes  were  not 
dry.  "  There  followed  him  a  great  company  of  people,  and 
**  of  women,  which  alfo  bewailed  aYid  lamented  him,"  ire. 

In  this  paragraph  we  hav/e  two  parts,  viz,  the  lamentation 
of  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem  for  Chrift,  and  Chrift*s  reply  to 
them.  "^ 

I.  The  lamentation  of  the  davighters  of  Jerufalein  for  Chrift, 
Concerning  them,  we  briefly  enquire  who  they  were,  and  why 
they  mourned. 

.  (1,)  Who  they  were?  The  text  call  them  *'  *  daughten, 
*'  I.  e.  Inhabitants  of  Jerufalem ;  for  it  is  a  Hebrajfm ;  as  daugh- 
**  ters  (f  Zion,  daughters  of  Jf/rael"  And  it  is  like  the  greateft 
part  of  them  were  women ;  and  they  were  many  of  them,  a 
troop  of  mourners,  that  followed  Chrift  out  of  the  city  towards 
the  place  of  his  execution,  with  lamentations  and  waiiings. 

(2.)  What  the  principle,  or  ground  of  thefe  their  lamentatt- 
pns  was,  is  not  agreed  ^by  thofe  that  have  pondered  the  fiory* 

,  *  etfyatTipH  I«p»^>v*>  ''  ^«  stiller es  Hierofolymitanae  ;  H^br^if 
fm\^^filia^TSionis^     Pifcat.  in  Ip?. 
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4  Some  are  of  opinion  their  tears  and  lamentations  were  but 
the  effefts  and  fruits  of  their  more  tender  and  ingenuous  na-f 
tures»  which  were  moved  and  melted  with  fo  tragical  and  (ad  a 
fpeftacle  as  was  now  before  them.  It  is  well  obferved  by  a  J 
judicious  author,  "  That  the  tragical  ftory  of  fome  great  and  no^ 
**  ble  pcrfonagc,  full  of  hcroical  virtue  and  ingenuity  (yetin- 
.**  humanely  and  ungratefully  ulcd)  will  thus  work  upon  ingc- 
"  nuous  (pirits  who  read  or  hear  6f  it,r — which  when  it  rcach- 
i**  es  no  higher,  is  fo  far  from  being  faith,  that  it  is  but  a  carnal 
**  and  flefhly  devotion,  fpringin^  from  fancy,  which  is  pleafcd 
**  with  fuch  a  flory  and  the  principles  of  ingenuity  flirred  to- 
**  wards  one,  who  is  oT  a  noble  fpirit,  and  yet  abufcd.  Sudi 
.**  Aories  ufc  to  ftir  up  a  principle  of  humanity  in  men  imtoa 
**  compaflionate  love  5  which  Chrift  himfelf  at  his  fuffering 
^'  found  fault  with,  as  being  not  fpiritual,  not  raifed  enough  ia 
"  thofe  women  that  went  weeping  to  fee  the  Meffiah  fohand- 
**  led.  *•  Weep  not  for  me,"  (laith  he)  that  is,  weep  not  fo 
"  mnch  fof  thi>^  to  fee  me  fo  unworthily  handle^  by  thofe  for 
"  whom  1  die."  This  is  the  principle  from  which  fome  con- 
ceive thofe  tears  to  flow. 

But  II  Calvin  attributes  it  to  their  faith,  "  looking  upon  thcfe 
^*  mourners  as  a  remnant  referved  by  the  Lord  in  that  mifera- 
*'  ble  difperfion;  and  though  their  faith  was  but  weak,  yet  he 
•*  judges  it  credible  that  there  was  a  fecrct  feed  of  Godlinefs  ia 
**  them,  which  afterwards  grew  to  a  maturity,  and  brought 
*^  forth  fruit."  And  to  the  fame  fenfe  others  give  their  dpinioa 
alfo. 

2.  Let  us  cobfidcr  Chrift's  reply  to  them ;  **  weep  not  for  me, 
*'  ye  daughters  of  Jcrufalem,"  isc.  Strange,  that  Chrift  ftiould 
forbid  them  to.  weep  for  him,  yea  for  him  under  fuch  unparal- 
leled fugerings  and  miferies.  If  ever  there  was  a  heart-melt- 
ing objcft  in  the  world,  it  was  here.  O,  who  could  hold, 
whofe  heart  was  not  petrified,  and  more  obdure  than  the  fenfe- 
lefs  rocjks  ?  This  reply  therefore  of  Chrift  undergoes  a  double 
ftnfe  and  interpretation,  fuitable  to  the  different  conftruftiod 
of  their  forrows.    Thofe  that  look  upon  their  fonrows  as  merc- 

f'Mr.  Anthony  Burgefs,  Spiritual  refining,  p.  i20. 

X  Dr.  Thomas  Gt)odwin,  in  his  Triumph  of  Faith,  p.  38-. 

II  Videmas  quo/dam  non  furjfe  do£irtnae  et  miraculorum  Chrlfih 
Sic  in  mifera  ilia  dijppaticne  exiguas  Jib)  reliquias  fervavit  Deus. 
^amvis  autem  intbecilla  fuit  ijiarum  mulierum  fides ^  credibiU 
iamen  eft,  occult um  fuijfe  fictatis  femen^  unie  poftea  germtn  /r#- 
4iit''    Calvin.  ■ 
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ly  oatnfal,  take  Chrift's  reply  in  a-  negative  fenfe,  prohitntiflg 
facb  tears  as  thofe.  They  that  expound  their  forrows  as  tbd 
frait  of  faith»  tell  os,  though  the  form  9f  Chrift's  exfyreffion  be 
negative, yet  the  (enfe  is  comparaitve,  as  Mai.  i^.  13.  *M  willbave 
**  mercy,  and  not  facrifice,"  t  e.  mercy  rather  than  iacrifiop. 
So  here,  weep  rather  upon  your  own  account,  than  mme ;  re- 
ferve  yoor  forrows  for  the  calamities  coming  upon  yooriehres 
and  your  children.  You  arc  greatly  affefted,  I  fee,  with  the 
tttfery  that  is  upon  me ;  but  mine  wril  be  quickly  ever,  yours 
will  lie  long,  in  which  he  (hews  bis  merci^al  and  copip^oa* 
ate  difpofition,  who  was  ftill  more  mijpdful  of  the  troubles  and 
burdens  of  others  than  of  his  own. 

And  indeed  the  days  of  calamity  coming  upon  them  Ai  ttieSr 
children,  were  doleful  days.  What  direful  and  unprecedented 
miferlesbefel  them  at  the  breaking  up  and  devaftation  of  the  citf, 
who  hath  not  read  or  heard  ?  And'  who  can  refrain  from  tears 
chat  hears  or  reads  it  ? 

Now,  if  we  take  the  words  in  the  firft  fehfe,  aS«  prdhibitioh 
of  their  merely  natural  and  carnal  affections,  exprefled  in  tears 
a^d  lamentations  for  him,  no  otherwife  than  they  would  haft 
been  upon  any  other  like  tragical  ftofy ;  then  the  oblervatioa 
irom  it  will  be  this, 

Doft.  I,  That  melting  affeHions  and  for  rows\  evm  from  fh 
fenfe  and  conftderatkn  rf  thijvfferings  <jf  Chr^,  are  m  «• 
faiUhUJigns  (f  grace. 

If  you  t^e  it  iti  the  latter  fenfe,  as  the  fruit  of  their  faith,  as 
tears  flowing  from  a  gracious  principle ;  then  the  ebferv^ioii 
will  be  this, 

Doft.  2.  Thlaf  the  believing  niedkation  of  v>hAt  Chrijf  Jufferd 
for  us,  is  cf  great  fotte  and  efficacy  to  melt  and  break  thi 
heart. 

I  (hall  rather  chwfc  to  profccnte  both  thefe  branches,  thrt 
to  decide  the  controverfy ;  efpecially  fm^e  the  not«s  gathered 
from  either  may  be  ufeful  to  uV.  And  therefore  I  Piall  begto 
with  the  firft,  viz. 

Doft.  I.   That  melting  ejffePAons  and  forrows ^  even  fr^ 
the  fenfe  of  Chrift's  fiifferings,  are  m  infallible  marks  ^ 

grace. 
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In  this  point  I  have  two  things  to  do,  to  prepare  it  for  uie. 
.  Fir/if  To  (hew,  what  the  melting  ot  the  afiedtioQs  by  way  of 
grief  aad  forrow  is. 

Secondly,  That  they  may  be  (q  melted,  eveo  upon  the  acooont 
of  Chrift,  and  yet  the  heart  remain  UDreacwcd. 

Firft,  What  the  melting  of  the  affeAions^  by  way  of  grief  aod 
forrpw,  is. 

Tears  arc  nothing  elfe  bat  the  juice  of  a  mind  oppreflTed,  and 

i<^aeezed  with  grief.     Grief  comgrefles  the  heart ;  the  heart  fa 

compreflcd  and  fqueeicd,  vents  iqelf  fometimes  in  tears,  fighs^ 

I    groans,  ^c.  and  this  is  two-fold;  graci$us,  and  whoUy  fnperna*. 

I    tural ;  or  common,  and  altogether  natural.  1  he  gradoos  mtrlting 

or  forrow  of  the  foul,  is  tike  wife  two- fold;  habitual  or  a6itmL 

{    Habitual  godly  forrow  is  that  gracious  difpofition,  inclination, 

I   or  tendency  of  the  renewed  heart  to  mourn  and  melt,  when  any 

I  joft  occaHon  is  preiented  to  the  foul  that  calls  for  fuch  ibrrow. 

I   It  isexprefled,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  "  By  taking  away  the  heart  of 

**  ftone,  and  giving  a  heart  of  ileih ;"  that  is>  a  heart  impreflive» 

I   and  yielding  to  fuch  arguments  and  confiderations  as  oaove  il  to 

I   mourning. 

I        Affual  forrow  is  the  expreflion  and  manifeftatlon  of  th^t  ita 
^  indication  upon  juft  occaiions  ;  and  it  is  cxprefled  two  ways^ 
either  by  the  internal  eife£ts  of  it,  which  are  the  heaviness, 
fliame,  loathing,  reiolution,  ^nd  holy  revenge  begotten  in  the 
1^  ibul  upon  the  account  of  fin ;  or  alfo  by  more  externat  and  vi» 
^  ftble  efTeds,  ^s  (ighs,  groans,  tears,  6c.  the  former  is  eilential 
tp  godly  forrow,  the  latter  contingent,  and  accidental,  nusch  de- 
pending upon  the  natural  temperature  and  conditution  of  the 
i  body. 

^       Natural  and  common  meltings  are  nothing  clfe  but  the  ef^- 

fefts  of  a  better  temper,  and  the  fruit  of  a  more  ingenuous  fpi« 

rit,  andealier  confHtution,  which  (hews  itfelf  on  any  other,  as 

|X  well  as  upon  fpiritual  occafions  :  as  Auflin  iaid,^  he  could  weep 

^  plenrifully  when  he  read  the  (lory  of  Dido.     The  hiftory  06 

Chriff  is  a  very  tragical  and  pathetical  hiflory,  and  may  melt  as 

ingenuous  nature,  where  there  is  no 'renewed  principles  at  ail. 

^  So  that, 

t.  Secondly ,  our  affeftions  may  be  melted,  even  upon  the  fcor€ 
"^  and  account  of  (^hrift ;  and  yet  thaf  is  no  infallible  evidence  of 
'  sk  gracious  heart.    And  the  reafons  for  it  are, 

I.  Becaufe  we  find  all  (brts  of  afFtAions  difcovered  by  fuch 

^  a$  have  been  no  better  than  temporary  belitvers^    Thefionyr 

Ijj  grPttnd  hearers,  iaMat.  xU.  zo».  **  received  the  word  with  joy  ;'* 

and  fo  did  John's  bearers  alfo^  who  for  **  a  $u(ba  rejoiced  i9 
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•*  his  light/*  Joho.iii.  35.  Now,  if  the  affcftions  of  joy  un- 
der the  word  may  be  excrcifed,  why  not  of  forrow  alio  ?  If  the 
comfortable  things  revealed  in  the  gofpel  may  flir  up  the  one, 
by  a  parity  of  reafon,  the  iad  things  it  reveals  may  anfwerably 
work  upon  the  other.  Even  thoie  Ifraelites  whom  Mofes  told 
they  (hould  fall  by  the  fword,  and  not  profper,  for  the  Lord 
would  not  he  with  them,  becaufe  they  were  turned  away  from 
him;  yet  when  Mofes  rehearfed  the  meffage  of  the  Lord  in  their 
cars,  they  mourned  greatly.  Numb.  xiv.  39.  I  know  the  Lord 
pardoned  many  of  them  their  iniquities,  though  he  took  ven- 
geance on  iheir  mventions;  ^nd  yet  it  is  as  true,  that  with  many 
of  them  God  was  not  well  pleafed,  i  Cor.  x.  5.  Many  ioftao- 
ces  of  their  weeping  and  mourning  before  the  Lord  we  find  ia 
this  facred  Ilory ;  and  yet  their  hearts  were  not  fledfaft  with 
God. 

2.  Becaufe  though  the  objeft  about  which  our  afFeftioqs  and 
paffions  are  moved,  may  be  fpiritual ;  yet  the  motives  and  prind-  j 
pies  that  fet  them  on  work,  may  be  but  cartial  and  natural  ones.  | 
When  I  fee  a  perfon  affeAed  in  the  hearing  of  the  word,  or  pray- 
er, even  unto  tears,  I  cannot  prefently  conclude,  furely  this  is 
the  effeAof  grace:  for  it  is  poftible,  the  pathetical  quality  of  the 
fubjeft-matter,  the  rhetoric  of  the  fpeaker,  the  very  affeAing 
tone,  and  modulation  of  the  voice,  may  draw  tears  as  well  as 
faith  working  upon  the  fpirituality,  and  deep  concernment  the 
the  foul  hath  in  thofe  things. 

Whilft  Auftin  was  aMantchee,  hefometimes  heard  Ambrole  ; 
and,  faith  he,  **  I  was  greatly  atfefted  in  hearing  him,  even,  unto 
**  tears  many  times :"  howbcit,  it  was  not  the  heavenly  nature 
of  the  fubjeft,  but  the  abilities  and  rare  parts  of  the  fpeaker  diat 
fo  affected  him.  Aud  this  was  the  cafe  of  Ezekiers  hearers, 
chap  xxxiii.  32. 

Again,  3.  Thcfc  motions  of  the  afFeftions  piay  rather  be  a  fit 
and  mood,  than  the  very  frame  and  temper  of  the  foul.  Now  there 
is  a  vaft  difference  betwixt  thefe :  there  are  times  aoid  fcafons 
when  the  rougheft  and  moft  obdtire  hearts  may  be  pen  five  and 
tender  •;  but  that  is  not  its  temper  and  frame,  but  only  a  fit,  a 
pang,  a  tranfient  paffion.  So  the  Lord  complains  of  thena.  Hoi. 
vi.  4.  "  O  Ephraim,  what  (hall  I  do  unto  thee?  O  Judah,  what 
'•  (hall  I  do  unto  thee  ?  for  your  goodnefs  is  as  a  morning  cloud, 
**  and  as  the  early  dew,  it  goeih  away."    And  fo  he  complains 

*  Ilia  tantum  dicuntur  inejfe  antma^  qua  irtfunt  per  ^iodm 
guiet/j,  i.  e.  Thefe  things  alone  are  faid  to  be  ia  the  lou),  which 
are  in  it  habitually^ 


*  Serm.  XXV.  7%e  Fountain  (f  Life.         ^  337 

Pfal,  Ixxviii.  34,  35,  36.  M  When  he  flew  them,  then  they  Ibught 
"  him ;  and  they  returned  and  enquired  after  God.  and  they 
''  remembred  that  God  was  their  rock,  and  the  moft  high  God 
*'  their  redeemer ;  neverthelcfs  they  did  flatter  him  with  their 
"  lips,  and  lied  unto  him  with  their  tonguc^s."  For  had  this  re- 
membrance of  God  been  the  gracious  temper  of  their  fouls,  it 
would  have  continued  with  them ;  they  would  not  have  been 
thus  wavering ;  thus  hot  ihd  cold  with  God,  as  they  were. 
Therefore  we  conclude,  that  we  cannot  infer  a  work  of  grace 
upon  the  heart,  fimply  and  merely  from  the'  melcings  and  thaws 
that  are  fometimes  upon  it.  And  hence,  for, your  ufe,  I  (hall  in- 
fer, that, 

Inference  i.  If  fuch  as  fometimes  feel  their  hearts  thawed 
and  melted  with  the  con fi deration  of  the  fufFerings  of  Chrifl:, 
may  yet  be  deceived ;  What  caufe  have  they  to  fear  andtremhle, 
,  whofe  hearts  dre  as  unrelenting  as  the  rocks,  yielding  to  nothing 
that  is  propofed,  or  not  urged  upon  them  ?'  How  many  fuch  are 
there,  of  whom  we  may  fay,  as  Chrift  fpeaks  of  the  inflexible 
Jews,  "  We  have  piped  unto  you,  but  ye  have  not  danced ;  we 
"^have  mourned  ;unto  you,  but  you  have  not  lamented  ?"  Mat. 
xi.  17.  They  muft  inevitably  come  ihort  of  htfaven,  who  come 
fo  flio^t  of  thofe  that  do  come  fhort, of, heaven.  If  thofe  pe- 
rifli  that  have  rejoiced  under  the  promifes,  and  mourned  under 
the  threats  of  the  word  ;  what  fhall  become  of  them  that  are 
as  unconcerned,  and  untouched,  by  what  they  hear,  as  the  (eats 
they  fit  on,  or  the  dead  that  lie  under  their  feet?  Who  are 
given  up  to  fuch  hardnefs  of  heart,  that  nothing  can  touch  or 
afFeft  them  \  One  would  think,  the  confideration  of  K\it fixth 
chapter  to  the  Hebreius  (hould  ftartle  fuch  men  and  Vomen, 
and  make  them  cry  out.  Lord,  what  will  become  of  fuch  a 
ienfelefs,  flupid,  dead  aeature  as  I  am  ?  If  they  that  have  been 
enlightened,  and  have  tafted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  weiie 
made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  have  tafled  the  good  word  , 
of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  may,  notwith^ 
Aanding  fuch  high  raifed  affti^ions  as  the(e,  fo  fall  away,  that  it 
{halt  be  impoflible  to  renew  them  again  by  repentance ;  what  . 
fliall  we  then  fay,  orihink  of  his  eftatc,  to  whom  the  moft  pene- 
trating and  awakening  truths  are  no  more  than  a  tale  that  is  told  ? 
The  Are  and  hammer  of  the  gofpel  can  neither  melt  ndr  break 
them ;  they  are  iron  afid  brafs,  Jer.  vi,  28,  29. 

Inference  %,  If  fuch  as  thefe  m^y  eternally  mifcarry ;  tbeo^ 
let  all  look  carrfuUy  to  theiir  foundation,  and  fee  that  they  do  not 
tlefs  themfilves  in  a  thing  of  nought.    It  is  manifeft  from  1  Cor# 
'Vol.,  U  V  Xk 


X.t2*  thatmady  fouls  ftand  exceeding  dangeroiiHy,  vrho  arc 
yet  ftrongly  conceited  of  their  own  fafcty.  And  if  yon  pleafe 
lo  coofult  thofe  fcripfares  ift  the  margin  t»  J^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^ 
confidence  to  be  a  ruling  folly  over  the  ^^eateft  part  of  meti ; 
and  that  which  is  the  utter  overthrow,  and  undoing  of  multitudes 
of  profe/Tors. 

Now  there  is  nothing  ihore  apt  to  beget  and  breed  this  vaa 
foul-undoing  confidence,  than  the  flirrings  and  meltings  ol  oar 
affiscVions  about  fpirirual  things,  whilft  the  heart  renaaiii?'  oo- 
tcftewed  all  the  while.  For  (as  a  grave  divine  J  hath  well  ^ 
ferved)  fuch  a  man  feems  to  have  all  that  is  required  df  a  Chri- 
ftian,  and  herein  to  have  attained  the  very  end  of  all  knowledge; 
^5vhich  Is  operation  and  influence  upon  the  he^t  and  atfefll- 
ons. 

Indeed  (thinks  fuch  a  poor  deluded  feml)  if  I  did  hear,  reai, 
or  pray,  without  any  inward  afFcd^ions,  with  a  dead,  cold,  aod 
unconcerned  heart ;  or  if  1  did  make  fhewof  zeal  and  affefticn 
in  duties,  and  had  it  not,  well  B3ight  I  fufpedt  myfetf  to  be  a 
felf*cozcning  hypocrite :  but  it  is  not  ib  with  me,  I  feel  my 
heart  really  nselted  many  times,  when  I  read  the  fufferings  df 
Chrift  5  I  feel  my  heart  raifed,  and  ravi(hed  with  ftrange  jofs 
and  cothforts,  when  I  hear  the  glory  of  heaven  opened  iti  the 
gofpcl :  Indeed  if  it  were  not  fb  with  me,  1  might  doubt  tlic 
root  of  the  matter  is  wanting ;  but  if  t®  my  knowledge,  af- 
feftiotis  be  added ;  a  melting  heart  joined  with  a  knowing  liead, 
then  I  mdy  be  confident  all  is  well,  I  have  often  heard  miai- 
f^ers  cautioning  and  warning  their  people  not  to  reft  latisfiod 
wth  idle  and  unpraflical  notions  in  their  underftandingsi  hot 
to  labour  for  imprcfliohs  Upon  their  hearts ;  this  T  have  attained, 
and  therefore  what  danger  of  me  ?  I  have  ofteft  heard  it  giv^o 
as  a  mark  of  a  hypocrite,  that  he  hath  light  ia  his  head,  but  t! 
iheds  not  down  itfe  influence  upon  the  heart ;  whereas  in  thofe 
that  are  fincere,  it  ^^orks  on  then*  heart  and  affeftions :  So  i  fiod 
it  with  me,  therefore  I  am  iti  a  moft  fafe  eftate.  O  foul  i  of 
all  the  falfe  figns  of  grace,  none  more  dangerous  than  thofe  that 
jnoft  referable  true  ones ;  atid  never  doth  the  Devil  more  fofclj 
and  incurably  doftroy,  than  when  transformed  Itito  an  an^ 
of  light.  What  if  theft  meltintts  of  thy  heart  be  but  a  flow« 
of  nature  ?  What  if  thou  art  more  beholden  to  a  g^xki  temper 
of  body,  than  a  gracious  change  of  ffiirit  for  thefe  thing^f 
Wtll,  fc  it  may  be.  Therefore  be  not  fectire,  but  fear,  aad  watcb. 

t  Gal.  vL  3>  4.     John  viiJ.  54.    Rpm.  ^  iB,  T9,  21.     Mat. 
XXV.  IX,  t2.     Mat.  vU.  2a.   ;     ^  Mr.  Aotbooy  Burgefar  -  • 
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PfiffiWy,  if  thou  woujdft  but  fearch  thio^  9wa  heart  in  this  mat- 
t6tt  thou  ffiaytA  fine}*  tbat  any  other  patherical,  moving  Aory, 
\f}A  have  the  like  «tlc(fts  uaoa  thee.  Po/fibly  too,  thpu  a)a>e^i 
find,  thaty  notwithAanding  all  thy  raptures  an^joys  at  the 
heariag  of  hcavca,  and  its  glory,  yet  after  that  pang  is  over,  thy 
b^art  is  habitualiy  earthly,  find  thy  ix>txver%uoo  is  not  thqre. 
yor  all  thou  q^ift  njourn  at  the  r<?lation?  of  Chrift^s  fuffe^ingSy 
thou  art  not  fo  affe^led  with  fin,  that  was  the  meritorious  jcauie 
of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  as  to  crucify  one  corruption,  or  deny 
(h^  iM^t  ^emptatiQii,  or  part  with  ^y  way  of  fin  that  \k  g^in&]» 
or  ^^iari^bie  to  the^  for  bis  fake. 

Why  aow,  reader,  if  jt  be  fo  with  thc«,  what  art  $hou  the 
better  /or  tbe  ^^ency  of  thy  afie^ions  I  Doft  thoa  thiAli^  in 
earoeft,  that  Cbrift  hath  the  better  thoughts  of  thee,  bf  ca^ufa 
^ou  ca^A  (bed  t^ars  for  hiip,  wbeo  potwithftanding  thou  isve- 
fy  ds^y  picrceft  aad  woupdefl  him  ?  O  1  be  not  deceived.  N^y^ 
&r  ought  I  know,  thou  oi^yefl  Qndi  apon  a  narrow  fearch,  tha^ 
thou  putteft  thy  tears  in  the  room  of  ChriA's  blood,  %nd  givcft 
tb^  confidepce  and  dependance  of  thy  foul  to  them  ;  and  if  foj^ 
they  ihall  nev^r  do  thee  any  good. 

O  therefore  fearcb  thy  heart,  reader,  be  not  too  conjident  1^ 
tajit  mn  up  too  eafily  upon  fuch  poor  weak-  grounds  as  thefe, 
a  foul-undoing  confidence.  Always  rememSer  the  whea(  an4 
tftra»  refemble  each  other  in  their  grft  Ipringing  up  f  that  an 
fgg  13  opt  liker  U>  a^  egg,  than  hypocrify,  in  fome  (hapef  an4 
forms  into  which  tt  can  caA  itielf,  is  like  a  genuine  i^ork  of 
graqe.  p' Remember  that  among  the  ten  virgins,  that  Jj,  ih^ 
reformed  profeflbrs  of  religion,  that  have  caft  off  and  feparate4 
tbemfelfes  itovsi  the  wot  (hip  an4  defikt9)eat^  of  An^iehriAi  &ve 
l>f  ihem  were  fodiih. 

.  There  be  firft,  that  (hall  be  laft;  and  laft,  that  (hall  be  firft, 
Jijat.  xi)^.  30*  CJrcai  U  the  dcceitfujoefs  of  our  hearts,  J^r, 
}f;x\\,  K).  Aud  many  are  the  fubtleties  m^  devices  of  $ata^, 
q.  Cor.  lA.  -^i  Many  ^dfo  are  the  (if^onidupg'eKamplfS  of  (eifv 
^cetvlng  fouU  recorded  iu  the  world.  Remember,  wk<^  y;nj| 
iately  read  of  Judas.  Great  alfo  will  be  the  exa6>nef$  of  th^ 
laA  jtidgment.  And  bow  confident  foever  you  be,  that  yoti 
ftwdl  fpe^d  well  in  that  ^y,  yet  flill  reraepber  that  tri4l  is  uq^ 
^et  puft.  Your  final  fentence  is  not  yet  come  from  the  mouth 
/  4pf  your  judge.  This  I  fpeak  not  to  affright  and  trouble,  hu,% 
fpi^Cite  ^nd  wari}  you.  The  lofs  of  a  foul  is  no  fmall  Ipf^,  ^ndt 
U|)an  fiich  groutids  as  thefc,  they  are  every  day  caft  away. 

This  flf^ay  fkffic;  tQi)c  fpoken  t^  lie  ^rft  obfervatioOi  tw^l; 
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I  vras  dead,  but  am  now  alive ;  O  the  niiicff'eb3Uesicbe»^| 
grace  !  O  k)vc  ptft  fia|liiig  out  I  ,  | 

Agaio,  Did  God  give  up  Chrift  to  facb  nuferie^  and  fafieriogn 
for  me  ?  *  How  (hall  he  with-hold  any  thing  from  me  j  '*  He  tM^ 
**  rpartd  Dot  his  own  Sob,  wiU  doabtie&  witbbim  fre^y  give  m 
**  all  things/'  Ro^'.  viii.  32^  Now  I  may  reftoabtoifQrpardoih 
peace,  acceptance,  and  g^ory  for  my  foal.  Now  i  may  rely  ttpoB 
him  fafely  for  proviiion,  protedioD,  and  ali  fnpiplies  ^#r  my  bo4/. 
ChriO  is  the  root  of  all  ihefis  mercies ;  he  is  more  diao  all  tbefci 
ke  is  nearer  and  dearer  to  God  than  any  ofeher  gift.  O  wh»t9 
blefled,  hippy,  comfortable  Aate  hath  hie  aow  broo^  my  fell 
*Nito! 

To  conclude,  Did  Chriil  endure  all  tbefe  things  for  me  ?  tM 
ft  is  paft  doubt,  he  will  never  leave  aor  for&ke  me :  It  canoot  b^  I 
that  after  he  has  endured  alt  this,  he  wtU  caA  oft  the  fouls  fm ; 
v^hom  he  endured  it.  Here  the  foul  is  evaogeUcally  brobea,  ooS' ! 
fider  iRg  the  mercies  that  emerge  and  flow  to  it  out  of  the  iea  of 
Chria*8  Wood. 

Fourthly^  and  Lafily,  Faith  can  not  only  realise,  a^ly,  as^ 
infer,  but  it  can  alfo  compare  the  love  of  Chrift  in  ^U  ibis,  boA 
with  bis  dealings  with  others,  aod  with  tbe  ioura  dcsaling  witk 
Chrift,  who  fo  loved  it.  To  compare  ChrtA*s  dealiaig3  wi(h  o- 
tbers,  b  moft  affeding  ;  be  bath  not  dealt  with  every  <me,  a| 
with  me  ;  nay,  few  there  are  thatcaa  fpeaki^  focb^m^pesasl 
have  from  hkn  :  How  many  are  there  that  have  no  part  nqr  p^r* 
sion  in  his  blood  ?  7hat  muft  bear  that  #rath  in  tb«ir  owta  per- 
fons,  that  he  bare  himielf  for  me  !  He  eipied  me  out«  aod  £ogr 
led  me  forth  to  be  the  objeAof  his  love,  kaviQg  dxn^faads  aoii 
millions  dill  uarecoodlcd  ;.  not  that  1  was  better  (hgii  they,  for 
I  was  the  greateft  of  finners,  far  from  rightoouft^fs,  ns  uolikflf 
as  any  to  be  the  objefk  of  fuch  gracie,  and  love ;  n^y  c^Hipuniooi 
in  fin  are  left,  and  i  am  taken.  Now  the  foul  is  full,  il{e  bent 
grows  big,  too  big  to  contaki  itfelf« 

Yea,  Faith  helps,  tbe  foul  to  compare  th^  love  of  Qbrifi  |o  it, 
with  the  returns  it  hath  made  to  him  for  thatk>vc.  Aod  what, 
my  foul !  hath  thy  carriage  to  Chrtft  beea,  ftoc^.this  gmce  thai 
luvants  a  name,  appeared  to  thee.?  Haft  thou  retornod  love  fo 
love^  Love  fuitable  to  fuch  love?  Baft  thou  priaied,  valued 
and  efteemed  this' Chrift,  according  lo  his  own  worth  in  hioifelt 
or  his  kindncfs  to  thee  ?  Ah  no,  1  have  grieved,  pierced,  wound 
ed  his  heart  a  thoufand  times  fince  that,  by  my  ingratitude  ; 

*  He  who  fimt  bis  Sod,  hath  fci»t  d^ttn  the  Spirit,  aod  proQiife 

his  favour  ^  Is  there  any  thing  fo  great  that  he  will  refufe  ?    P^^^Ji 
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liaveittfFered  evtrj  ttifle  to  joftle  him  ont  of  iny  he&rt  ?  1  havt 
fiegiedled  him  a  thoufaod  timet,  9nA  made  him  &y»  is  this  th]r 
kiiidaefs  to  thy  friend  ?  is  this  the  reward  I  (hall  have  for  aU  that 
1  "have  done,  and  fuffered  fotv  thee  ?  Wretch  that  I  am,  bow  havfe 
I  requited  the  Lordi  This  ftiames,  bsmbles,  md  breaks  tb^ 
heart. 

And  when  ftotn  fucb  fi^ts  of  fakh,  and  conftddratidns  an 
i       thcfe,  the  heart  is  fhus  afFadled^  it  aflR>rd9  a  ^^>©d  ar^»meflt»  id- 
I       deed,  that  thou  art  gone  beyond  s^l  the  atiaiomeots  of  temp^ 
I       rary  believers;  fle(h  and  Wood  hath  not  revealed  thi». 
I  Inference  \\  Have  the  believing  meditations  of  ChriO,  and 

his  foffcnngs,  foch  beart^mckiag  influences  \  Then  fun  theft 
I  fx  but  little  faith  among  men.  Oar  dry  eyes  and  hard  hearts, 
I  ahe  evidences  a^alnil  11s,  that  we  are  Grangers  to  the  fights  of 
I       faith. 

,  God  t>e  mcrcifol  to  the  harftnefs  of  your  hearts*     How  !« 

I  Chrift  and  bis  love  Highted  among  men !  How  (hallow  doth  his 
fclood  rail  to  fome  eyes !  O  that  my  head  were  waters,  add  mint 
\  «y€s  fouti  tains  of  tears  for  this !  W hat  monfters  are  carnal  hearts  ? 
I  We  are  as  if  God  had  made  us  without  afie^lioos,  as  If  all  in- 
I  genuity  and  tendernefs  Were  ^nt&  up.  Our  ears  a(ie  fo  acduf- 
f  tomed  to  the  founds  of  Chrift,  and  his  blood,  that  now  they  are 
,  t>e€ome  as  common  things.  If  a  Child  die,  we  can  mourn  over 
I  offt-  dead ;  hot  who  mourns  for  Chrift  as  for  an  only  fon  ?  We 
may  fay  of  faith,  when  men  and  women  fit  fo  unafF«i£):ed  under 
*the  gofp^l,  «s  Martha  faid  of  Ctirlft  concerning  her  brother  La- 
zarus, If  thou  (previous  faith)  hadftbeen  here,  fomany  heartfe. 
had  not  been  dead  this  duy,  and  in  this  duty.  Faith  is  that  burn- 
4ng-glafs^  Which  coiifcrafts  the  beams  of  the  grace,  and  love,  and 
■wifctom,  and  power  of  Jeliis  Chrtft  together,  reflefts  thcfe  on 
4hc  heart,  and  makes  it  born ;  but  without  it,  we  fed  nothing 
ikvinglyi 

Inference  2,  Have  the  believing  meditations  of  Chrift,  aiid 
his  fuffijriogs,  fucb  hear t*mci ting  influences?  Then furely,  the 
proper  order  of  raijing  the  affe&ionSy  is  to  begin  at  the  exer'- 
>€ifeef faith.  It  grieves  hie  to  fee  how  many  poor  Chriftians 
flrive  with  their  own  dead  hNsai-ts,  endeavouring  to  r:iife  and 
«ffcft  them,  but  cannot :  they  complain  and  ftrive,  drive  and 
complain,  but  can  difeovcr  no  love  to^he  Ixird,  no  brokemiefs 
of  heart;  they  go  xs>  this  ordinance  and  that,  to  one  duty  and 
.another,  hoping  that  now  the  Lord  will  afFedt  it,  and  fill  the 
fails ;  but  come  back  difappointed,  and  aihamed,  like  the  troops 
of  Tcma.  Foot  Chriftia«,  hedr  toe  one  word ;  poffibly  it  BKiy 
*d#thy  bufineft,  zsA  ^nd  tbe«  ia  moi^e  ftcad,  ^aa  aU  the  <n^- 
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thods  thoQ  haft  yet  ufed.  If  thou  wonidft  indeed  get  a  hdart 
evangelically  melted  for  fio,  and  broken  with  the  kindly  /eDie 
of  the  grace  and  love  of  Chrift»  thy  way  is  not  to  force  thy  af- 
feAionSy  nor  to  vex  thyfclf,  and  go  about  complaining  of  a  hard 
heart,  but  fet  thyfelf  to  believe,  realize,  apply,  infer,  and  com- 
pare by  faith  as  you  have  been  dired^ed  ;  and  fee  what  this  will 
do :  '^  They  (hall  look  on  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and 
**  mourn."  This  is  the  way,  and  proper  method  to  ratie  the 
heart,  and  break  Iti 

Ir^trence  3*  Is  this  the  way  to  get  a  truly  broken  heart  I 
Then  let  thoje ,  that  have  attained  brokennefs  of  heart  this  way^ 
blefs  the  Lord  whiJji  they  live,  /or  fo  choice  a  titer cy  i  and  that 
upon  a  double  account. 

1.  For  as  much  as  a  heart  (b  afTeAed  flfnd  melted,  is  not  at- 
taiQable  by  any  natural  pr  unrenewed  perfon ;  if  they  wonld 
give  all  they  have  in  the  world,  it  cannot  purchafe  one  fuch 
tear,  on  groan  over  Chrift ;  mark,  what  charafleu  of  fpecial 
grace  it  bears,  in  the  defcription  that  is  made  of  it,  ia  that 
forementioncd  place,  Zcch.  xii.  10.  Such  a  frame  as  this  is  not 
born.w^th  us,  or  to  be  acquired  by  us  ;  for  it  is  there  iaid  to  be 
poured  out  by  the  Lord  upon  us,  **  I  will  pour  upon  ihera,"  ^c. 
There  is  no  hypocrify  or  diiO mutation  in  thefe 'mournings,  they 
being  compared  to  the  mourning  of  a  man  for  his  only  ion ; 
and  lure  parents  hearts  are  not  untouched  wb^  they  behead 
fuch  fights.  ,  ' 

Nature  is  not  the  principle  of  it,  but  faith  ;  for  it  is-  thera 
faid,  they  fliall  look  on  me ;  i,  e.  believe  and  moUrn.  Self  is 
not  the  end  and  centre  of  theie  forrows ;  it  is  not  fo  much  for 
damning  ourfelves,  as  for  piercing  Chrift :  ^*  They  (hall  look  on 
'*  me  whom  theyha,ve  pierced,  and  ihall  nKHira  ;"  ib  that  tb^ 
is  forrow  after  God,  and  not  a  flalh  of  nature,  a$  difcourfed  ia 
the  former  point.  Therefore  you  have  caufe  td  blefs  the  Lord^ 
whilft  you  live  for  fuch  a  fpecial  mercy  as  this  is.     And, 

2.  As  it  is  the  right,  fo  it  is  the  choiceft,  and  moil  precloos 
gift  that  can  be  given  you  ;  for  It  is  ranked  among  the  pi  inoe 
mercies  of  the  new  covenant,  J^zek.  xxxvi.  26.  This  (hall  be 
the  covenant  ;  **  A  new  heart  ^o  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new 
•*  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you  ;  and  I  will  take  away  the  flony 
**  heart  out  of  your  fleih,  and  I  will  give  you  a  heart  df  flefti..*' 
M'hat  wouldft  thou  have  given  fometimes  for  fuch  a  heart  as 
now  thou  had,  though  it  be  not  yet  as  thou  wouldd  have  it  \ 
And  however  you  value  and  efteem  it,  God  himfelf  fets  00  com- 
mon value  on  it :  for  mark  what  he  faith  of  it,  Pfal.  \u  17. 
*'  The  ^icagces  of  God  are  a  bxo^ea  heart:  a  broken  and  a 


*•  coatrite  fpirit^  .O.Go(J,  thou  ^Ut  not  defpife;*'  /•  e.  God  is 
more  delighted  with  fuch  a  heart,  than  with  all  the  facrifices 
ill  the  world ;  one  groan,  one  tear,  flowing  from  faiih,  and  th^c 
fpirit  of  adoption,  are  more  to  hiio,  than  the  cattle  npon  a 
th^nfand  hills.  And  to  the  jQim^e  feijkie  he  (peaks  again^  Ifa.,  lxvi« 
,1,  2.  ''  Thu^  f^ith  the  Lord)  The  heaven  is  my  throne,  ai^ 
*'  the  earth  is  my  footAool :  Where, is  the  houft  that  ye  build 
*«  to  me  ?  Apd  whcrie  t3  ihc  ptiQe  of  my  reft  ?— — But  to  this 
*^  man  will  I  look,  even  tp  him  thax  is  poor,  aod  of  a  contnie 
*'  fpirit,  ^nd  trembleth  at,  my  word  ;'*  q.  d,  Ail  -the  magni^- 
cent  temples^  and  glorious  ftrudures  in  the  world,  give  me  ih>  ' 
pleafure,  in  compariibn  of  fuch  a  hrokeii  heart  as  this. 

O  then,  for  ever  blels  the  Lord,  that  hath  done  that  for  yo^, 
which  QOfxe  elie  could  dc^^  and  wl^cti  be  has  done  but  for  fe)V 
l)cfidesyou. 

SERMON     XXVL 

Opens  the  Nature  and  Quality  of  the  Death  Chrisjp- 
died  upon  che  Crpfs. 

Acts  ii«  23.  Him  being  delivered  by  the  determinate  counfel 
and  fore-knowledge  cf  Cod^  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked 
hand^  have  crumped  and  flain. 

TTAVING  confidcrcd,  fai  order,  the  {preparative  afts  for 
**  the  death  of  Chrift,  both  on  his  own  part,  and  on  Ws 
enemies  part ;  we  now  come  to  confider  the  ♦  death  of  Chrift 
itfelf,  which  was  the  principal  part  of  his  humiliation,  and  the 
chief  pillar  of  our  confolation.  Here  we  (hall  in  order  confi* 
der, 

firfi,  The  kind  and  natore  of  the  dedtb  he  died. 

Secondfy,  The  manner  in  which  he  bare  it,  viz.  patiently, 
Iblitarily,  and  inftru£liVcIy  ;  dropping  divers  holy  and  inftruc- 
live  leiTons  upon  ^1  that  were  about  him,  in  his  feven  laft  words 
upon  the  cro6. 

Thirdly,  The  fupcral  fekmnities  at  his  burial* 

*  The  death  of  Chrift  was  the  laft  flep  of  his  hamiliation  ;  hf 
which  he  voder  went  the  moft  grievous,  the  moft  dreadful^  and  the 
greateft  puniflune&t  for  the  fins  of  men.    Amef. 
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Fourthly t  and  laflly,  The  weighty  ends  and  great  defigns  of 
bis  death.  In  all  which  particulars,  as  we  proceed  to  difcufs  and 
open  them,  yon  will  have  an  account  of  the  deep  abafement  and 
'  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Inthis  text,  we  have  an^  account  of  the  kind,  and  nature  of 
that  death  wluch  Chrift  died :  as  alfo  of  the  caufes  of  it,  both 
principal  and  inftrumental. 

Firft,  The  kind  and  nature  of  the  death  Chrift  died,  whid 
IS  here  dcfcribed  more  generally,  as  a  violent  death,  Te  ha-oejbk 
him  :  and  more  particularly,  as  a  nx>(V  ignominioas,  curfed,  dif- 
'  honourable  death ;  ye  have  crvcijted  him. 

Secondly,  The  caufes  of  it  are  here  likcwifc  exprcfled :  ,aoil 
that  both  principal  and  inftrumental.  The  principal  caufe,  per* 
mitting^  Ordering,  and  difpoftng  all  things  about  it,  was  the  d^ 
terminate  counfel  and  fore-knowledge  of  God.  There  was  net 
an  a^ion  or  circumftance,  but  came  under  this  moft  wife  vi 
holy  counfel  and  determination  of  God. 

The  inftruments  efFcfting  it,  were  their  wicked  hands,  f  Tfe 
forc-knowledge  and  cocrnfel  of  God,  as  it  did  no  way  neceft- 
tate  or  enforce  them  to  it;  fo  neither  doth  it  cxcufc  their  M 
from  the  leaft  aggravation  of  its  fmfulnefs.  It  did  no  more 
compel  or  force  their  wicked  hands  to  do  what  they  did,  tluB 
the  mariner's  hoifting  up  his  fails,  to  take  the  wind  to  ferve  his 
defign,  compels  the  wind.  And  it  cannot  excufe  their  adiiB 
from  one  drcumftance  of  fin;  becaufe  God's  end  aod  maoocr 
of  afling  was  one  thing ;  their  end  and  manner  of  ading  aoo- 
ther.  His,  moft  pure  and  holy ;  theirs,  moft  maflidous  and  di- 
ringly  wicked.  Idem  fiiod  dm  faciunt,  non  efi  ktem^  Totb 
purpole  a  grave  xlivine  well  exprtiles  it. 

In  refpedl  of  God,  Chrift's  death  was  juflice  aod  mercy,  b 
refpeft  of  mgn,  it  was  murder  and  cruelty.  In  refpeft  of  hifr 
felf,  it  was  obedience  and  humility :{:.    Hence  our  note  is, 

Doft.  tHaf  our  Lfrd  Jefus  Chri/i  was  mt  &nfy  put  to  deiA 
hit  to  the  woifl  ofdeaihSf  even  the  de^ath  ^  the  crojs^ 

To  this  the  apoftle  gives  a  plain  teftimony.  Phil.  ii.  8,  "ft 
**  became  obedient  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofe  ;'*  when 

f  The  Jews  cannot  be  cxcofable,  for  they  afted  not  in  obedieoe 
to  the  fecret  purpofe  of  God,  but  being  exjcited  by  hatred  and  co^ 
ruptafTe^ons  they  flew  the  innocent  Jefus,  contrary  tp  tiie  laf 
Parens^  " 

X  Moraisg  exeroiTe  at  St.  Giks's,  p.  289. 
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his  kumifiacloQ  is-  both  fpeci&d ;  he  was  humbled  tadieaih  ;  - 
and  a^avat«d  by  a  mofi  emphaticaL  redttflicatktti^  ev^  the. 
desM^h  oC  the  crofs.  So  Ads  ?.  30.  "  Jefus  whom  ye  flew  and. 
-  **  hanged  on  a  tree ;"  f .  d,  it  did  not  fofhce  you  to  put  him  ta 
a  v^i^kst  death,  bat  you-aWb  put  him  to  the  mofl  bale,  vile  and 
igoomiaioas  death;  yoo  **  hanged  him  on  a  tree." 

lolhkpoint  we  tviil<Hfeaist)^fe  three  particotarsi  t#iz.  The 
nature  or  iund^  the  manner,  and  reapms  of  Cbrtft>  death  upoa 
fhe  tiw*      -  - 

U  I  0ial}  cipeo  the  fckid  or  nature  of  his  death,  by  (hawing 
you  that  it  w^  a  vioimt,.  painful,  fbamrful,  curfid,  Jlqw^  aode 

Firfi,  It  was  a  vic^nt  death*  that  Chrift  died.    Violent  ia 
kfeif,  though  vdoptary  on  his  fiart.    **  He  was  cut  off  out,of 
^*  the  land  of  the  living,"  lia.  tiii«  8.    And  yet  **  he  laid  down, 
**  his  lij^  of  htmlelf ;  no  man  took  it  from  him/'  Joha  3U  17.. 
I  call  bis  death  violent,  beaiafe  bodied  not.  a.  natural  desitb,  i.  ^^ 
he  lived  not  till  nature  was  confumed  with  age,  as.it  is  in  n^anjr 
who  live:  till  their  ii^mmn  radkak,  **  radical  moiAurie/'  like 
the  oil  in  the  lamp*  be  quite  confumed,  and  then  go  oiit  like  ao. 
e^Kpiring  lamp.    I-t  Was  uot  fb  with  Cluift :  foi;  he  was  but  in. 
the  flower  and  pjAmeof  his  tioie  when  h$  died«    And  indeed,  he 
muft  either  die  a  violent  dotdi,  or  aot  die  at  ail ;  partly,  becaufe 
*  there  was  no  flu  ia  him,  to  open  a  door  to  natural  death ;  as  it 
doth  in  all  others.    J^tly,  becaijife  elfe  bis  death  had  not  beea« 
'    a  iacriflce  acceptable  and  as  fatisfaAory  fep  God  for  us.    That? 
'    ^hichdted  of  ittblf  was  n^ver, offered  up  to  God;  but  that- 
I    v^hicb  was  flain,  wheu  it  was  in  its  full  ftrength  and  health.. 
The  temple  was  a  type  of  the  body  of  Chrift,  John  il.  1 9,   Now, 
when  the  temple  was  deflroyed,  it  did  aot  drop  dowu  as  an. 
'    ancient  flxudure  decayed  by  time,,  but  was  pulled  down  by 
I    violence,  when  it  was  flanding  in  itf  full  Arengtb.     Therefore 
'    he  \%  faid  to  fuffer  death,  and  to  \^fut  to  death  for  us  in  the 
flefli^  1  Pet.  iii,  18. ,  That  is  the  firft  thing.    It  was  a  violent*  r 
'    though  a  voluntary  death*.    For  violeut  is  not  oppofe4  (o  vo*- 
'    lUQtary,  but  to  natural. 

.  Secondly,  ,  The  d^th  of  the  crofs  was  ^  mofl  painful  dea^. 
\  ludeed  in  this  death  were  many  deaths,  contrived  in  one.  The 
<;rofs  was  a  jaclt  as  virell  as  a  gibbet.  The  pains  which  Chrift 
fuflered  upon  the  gro(s,  are  by  the  apoflle  emphatically  Ailed; 
'  ij«f,«S«»'«jTs3wwTif,  A^sii.  24.,  ••  The  pains  of  death;"  but 
^  properly  they  fignify  the  pangs  of  travail :  yea,  the  birth-paligs,. 
^  the  moft  acute  forrows  of.  a  travailing  woman«  His  (bul  was 
s  ^     %%'z    .....  -^  \  ■  ■ 
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i&  travail,  lb.  Iii!. ;  hit  body  in  bitter  pangi ;  and  bdag  ^k 
^ainas  fpealu,  •ptitiHe  compleeHmatuSj  of  \ht  asett  extdl«df 
^afis,  exaft  and  jui>  teihpferanieDt ;  his  feUfes  wer«  more  aciie 
slad  delicate  than  ordinary ;  and,  all  th<  time  of  his  fofferag, 
lb  they  cootiatied ;  not  in  the  teaft  blnnted,  duUed,  or  rebate^ 
by  the  pains  he  fufTered. 

''  The  d^diof  Chrift,  doubtlefi,  cootaioed  the  greatdl  aiod 
^  acoteft  pains  imaginable  *  t  bccaniie  theft  pains  of  Chrifti* 
^'  lone,  were  intended  to  equalize  all  that  mi&ry  which  the  fio 
^  dF  men  deferved/*  all  that  pailil  ^hich  the  damned  Oiall,  «d 
the  ekA  deferve  to  feel.  Now,  to  hive  pifa»  mee^g  at  cue 
ppon  one  perfon,  tcjnivalent  to  all  the  pains  of  thcdumA) 
j^df^  you  what  a  plight  Chrift  ifks  to. 

Thirdly ,  The  death  of  the  myla  Was  a  Ihataaefiat  ^eath :  VM 
.^ly  becinfe  thtf  c^ttdfied  ^er^  (Gripped  ^oite  halted,  and  ib 
e«|k>redad  fpeftacfes  of  (hteoile ;  fa^t  oMiinty,  beciofe  if  was  a 
likid  of  death  which  wa?  appotet^d  for  thd  bdeft>  al^  vileftcf 
])^en. 

The  free-meti  when  they  committed  Capital  crimed,  Were  act 
Condemned  x6  the  crofs.  No,  that  Was  looked  upon  as  the 
death  appointed  fot  fl^esr  f .  Tacieur  calls  it  fet&ih  fnpf^ 
pm^  the  panifhrnent  of  a  fldVe :  A6A  to  tN:  ftme  lenle  Jnved 
i^cadcs,  /W2f  cfucemfitT'Oo,  pni!  the  Crofi  upon  the  teck  ^  a  flaw. 
As  they  h%A  a  great  efte«m  of  i  freerihaii,  fib  theiy  itetiifeftedit, 
i^efi  When  they  had  fo^fdted  their  Jiv^s,  in  catting  tbem  dS\f\ 
shore  honourable  kind^  of  death.  Thid,  by  hanging  on  the  tnect 
>llras  afWays  accounted  ihoft  ignomk^lonsv  To  this  d^y  we  fiy 
of  him  that  1$  hanged.  He  dies  the  deatfh^f  a  dog:  ac^d  yetitii 
faidof  o^r  L6rd  JeTus,  Heb.  xii'  2i,  He  not  onFy  endured  tiie 
cl'ois,  but  alio  def|^iied  the  Oiaiiie.  Obedience  to  bis  Father's 
^\%  and  zeaL  for  your  falvatiori,  tnade  him  di^eft  the  IhattM^of 
it,  and  defpile  the  bsffe^fs  tl^t  W^s  in  it. 

FourMy,  The  death  of  d)e  c^oTs,  was  a  cuiffed  dehfh-  iTpoQ 
that  accottnthe  is  fatS  to  be  "  nSiade  u^rtkfk^z  iruife  fdr  u^;  For 
«•  it  fe  \lirritten,  Cffrfed  h  evefy  one  that  haAgeth  ofa  a  trefe," 
Gal.  iii.  13.  This  refers  to  Deut.  xxi.  23^.  •'  His  body  (hall  not 
?'  renoiaiii  allilight  tipfbif  the  tree,  but  th6ti  (halt  in  any  wife  bory 

*  Co'fitineiai  ptgnas  iha^lmasy  fuia  mijiriani  Hfypt  Ufam  aqui' 
ikiff  ^ua  hoviinutn  feccafa  inerehantui'.  .  Amdfl  meditat* 

t  P^ide  LypJtUm  de  4:hiet.  L  i-V*  i  r.  ingmui  J^pMHii  nnlh 
4^  i^imatio.  ' 

^  Hoiier  in  ^is  31ft  OdyiTe,  calls  this  death  ^*Hk^^s  u  e.  'v^ 
f^re;  and  Eaftathius  ^i«p«p,  i^^r.taK. 
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•♦him  ihat  day;  ftjr  he  that  is  hanged  is  acortr(e<t  df  God  t*** 
TIk  i^ery  fymbc^l  of  Kftkig  them  up  betwixt  heaven  aod  eardh 
carried  onich  (hame  in  it.  For  it  implictb  this  in  it,  that  th« 
perfon  to  qftdy  was  fo  execnibie,  bafe»  and  vile,  that  be  defer ved 
llot  to  tri^ad  u|lQii  tlie  eaitb  er  touch  che  forfacc  of  the  grpnmi 
4fty  more.  Aiid  the  commatod  for  burying  them  that  day  /  doth 
riot  ataltailtigate,  birt  rather  aggravates  this  curfe:  fpeaking 
jrtie  perfon  to  be  foabomioabie/.that  as  be  is  lifted  up  into  thd 
dUr/ and  4)a&gtng  between  faeaipen  and  earth,  as  uawortby  ever  «o 
fet  foot  more  upon  the  earth >  fo  when  dead,  th^ey  wer^  to 
baflen  td  bory  him,  t4iat  foch  an  abomaabie  -fight  might  be  re* 
moved  ^asfooa  as  iiiighl.be,  from,  before  the  eyes  of  men ;  and 
that  the  earth  might  not  be  defiied,  by  his  lying  on  the  forfacc 
S\x,  ^iMn  mM  dowh. 

However,  as  the  learned  Jofkins  hath  jodtcionfly  obferved, 
dbt>  cnrfe  la  only  a  ceremonlai  eiir& :  for  otherwife  it  is  neither 
taltfelfi  fiCM*  fa^thelawQ^n^ttn-e,  or  by  ciiHil  iaw,  more  exe^ 
(Arable  ^in  any  <»tha*  deadr*  And  the  mafai  reaibn  why  the  ce- 
rcfmoima!  law  affixed  the  cm^fe  to  tthis^  rather,  than  to  any  other 
death;  was  ^riocipaUywitfa  refpeft  to  the  death  CbriA  was  to 
.  die.  htA  therefore^  reader^  fee  and  admire  the  providence  of 
Crod,  thMTK  Cfarift  iboold  db  by  a  Roman  and  not  by  a^Jndaio 
law.  For  andfying,  or  banging  on  a  tree,  was  a  Roman  pu- 
iiHhitei^t,  and  aot  in  ufe  among  the  Jewd.  Bnt  the  faiptares 
^nif^ot  be  brotas; 

FiftMyy  The  death  cS  the  cfofs  was  a  very  flow  and  linger* 
}ng  death.  They  dkd  ieifurely.  Which  ftill  tnaeafeth  and 
^graVatetb  the  mifary  of  it.  If  a  ifian  mnft  die  a  violent  death; 
il  is  a  favour  to  be  difpatched :  as  they  that  are  preiTcd  to  death, 
beg  for  more  weight.  And  it  is  a  favour  to  thofe  that  are  hang* 
ed»  to  b^  Imitten  on  the  breaft^  or  plucked  by  the  heels  by 
their  frienda.  Ob  the  conti-ary,  to  bang  long  in  the  midft  c^ 
loftnres,  to  have  death  comiog  upon  ns  with  a  ik>w  pace^  that 
we  may  feel  every  tread  of  it,  as  It  comes  on,  is  a  ^liiery. 

The  tyrant  tkif  heard  the  poor  mar^  was  dead  nnder  his 
firll  torments,  faid,  as  one  difappoint^,  Evafit^  ''  He  hath  e* 
^  leaped  ftie.^  For  be  intefided  to  iiave  krpt  hnn  much  longer 
under  tcA-ments.  And  it  was  the  cruel  coun&l  of  another  to 
his  executioner^  '*  Let  him  die  (o  as  fae  m^y  feel  biolfelf  how 

%  This  is  appobted,  not  in  honour  of  the  burial  of  the  dead  bo- 
dy, Btit  to  the  end  that  fucfa  a  body,  which  was  siccuiied,  might  be 
quickly  removed  from  tSe  furlkce  of  the  e^th^  ^a(  fe  the  earth 
flight  not  be  defiled.    TbU^  B^nfrtrnti^  ' 
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*•  he  dies  •.••    And  fureiy  in  this  rcfpcft  it  wa«  worfc  for  Chnft; 

fban  aoy  other  that  ever  was  nailed  to  the  tree.     For  aU  the 

while  be  hanged  there,  he  remaiDed  fuU  of  life  aad  acafcfeafe. 

His  life  departed  not  gradually,  hoc  was  whole  id  Man  to  the  laft. 

Other  men  die  gradually,  and,  towards  their*  end»  their -feofe  of 

pain  is  much  blunted.  They  fanlter,  and  Expire  by  degrees,  bat 

Chrifl  ftood  under  the  pains  of  death,  in  his  fall  flrength.    f 

His  life  was  whole  in  him.     This  was  ^ident  by  the  nighty 

out-cry  he  made,  >  when  he  gave  up  the  ghoft.     WMcfa  ar^itd 

him  then  to  be  full  of  ftrength,  contrary  to  the  e3q>erieiice  of 

all  other  men.     Which  made  the  oenturiott  when  he  heard  it, 

to  conclude,  '^  Sorely  this  was  theSoo  of  God,**  Mailc«  xv.  37, 

39- 
Sixthly,  It  was  4  fuccourtefs  and  hd^fs  deatfi  loXhrifi. 

Sometimes  they  ^ave  to  malefadors  amtdft  their  lormettts,  vine- 

gar  and  myrrh,  to  blunt,  doll,  and  ftopify  their  (eo&s.     And  If 

they  hanged  long,  would  break  their  bones  to  difpntch  tbem 

cut  of  their  pains.    Cbrift  had  none  of  this  fiivout.     iaftead  of 

vinegar  and  myrrh,  they  gave  him  vinegar  aad  gall  to  driok«  to 

aggravate  his  torments.     And  for  the  breaking  of  his  bones  he 

prevented  it,  by  dying  before  they  came  to  break  his  l^^.     For 

the  fcrtptures  moft  be  fulfilled,  whidi  iay,  Ni^a  hne  tf  bm 

Jball  he  broken. 

This  now  ^as  the  kind  and  nature  of  that  death  be  died.  £• 
ven  the  violent,  painful,  (hameful,  curied,  flow,  and  fuccoorlefi 
death  of  the  crofs.  An  ancient  puniAiment  both  among  the  Ro- 
mans and  Carthaginians  %.  But  in  honoor  of  Cbrift,  who  died 
this  death,  Conftantine  the  Great  abrogated  it  bylaw,  <M-daioiqg 
that  none  fhould  ever  be  audfied  any  ohhc,  becaufe  Chrift  died 
that  death. 

Secondly,  As  to  the  manner  of  the  execurioo.  They  that  were 
condemned  to  the  death  of  the  crofs,  {faith  §  a  learned  Antl* 
qoary  of  our  own)  bare  their  crofs  upon  their  own  fliouldefs, 
to  the  place  of  execution.  They  ^ii«re  ftripped  of  all  their 
cloaths,  for  they  fufiered  naked.  And  then  were  faflned  to  the 
crofs  v/ith  nails. 

The  manner  how  that  was  done  (,  one  gives  us  to  thele 

'   ♦  Moriafur,  uf  fentiat  fe  mori, 

f  ChTilt  retained  life  and  (Irength  fo  long  as  he  pleafed,  and  laid 
them  down  when  he  pleafed«     Ante/. 

X  Sozom,  lib.  i .  cap.-  8*   - 

§  Godwin's  Antiq.  1.  3.  fe£t.  3.  p.  ipa* 

I  Herles  eontemplat.  of  Cliriii's  paffion*  ^  « 
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words,  They  ftretche4  him  out  (meaning  Chrifi)  fik<  another 
liaac  upon  his  own  burden^  the  crois ;  that  {o  they  might  take 
oeafure  of  the  holes.  And  though  the  print  of  his  blobd  upon 
it,  gave  th^m  the  true  length  of  his  body ;  yet  hoW  flriiflly  do 
they  take  it  logger  than  the  truth,  thereby  at  once  to  crocify 
and  rack  him.  Then  being  nailed,  like  as  Mofes  lifted  up  the 
ferpent,  fo  was  the  Son  of  man  lifted  up.  And  when  the  crofs^ 
With  the  Lord  faftned  on  it,  fell  mtoiti  ibcket,  or  bafis,  it  jer- 
ked  the  whole  and  e?ery  part  of  his  facred  body.  And  the 
whole  weight  hitnging  upon  lib  nailed  hands,  the  wounds  by  de- 
grees grew  wider  and  wider :  till  at  laft  he  expired  in  the  m^dft 
of  thoSfe  tortures.  ,        ^ 

And  that  the  equity  of  their  proceedings  might  the  better  ap- 
I  pear  to  the  people,  the  canfe  di  the  puoiihment  was  written  in 
I  capital  letters,  and  fixed  to  the  tree  over  the  head  of  the  makfac- 
^  'tor.  Of  this  appendant  to  this  kind  of  deaths  I  (hall  fpeak  di- 
I  fiinftly  in  the  next  fermon,  before  i  coff\<s  to  handle  th^  manner 
I  of  his  death :  there  being  fo  much  of  providence  in  that  circum* 
w  flaoce,  as  invites  us  to  fpend  more  than  a  few  trsu^iient  thoughts 
upon  it     Mean  while,  in  the  next  place. 

Thirdly^  We  v'ill  enquire  briefly  into  the  reafons  why  Chrift 
died  this,  rather  than  any  other  kind  of  death.    And  amongft 
^         others,  thefe  three  arc  obvious. 

i  Firft,  BeCaufe  Chrift  muft  bear  the  curfe  m  his  death,  and  ai 

curfe  by  law  was  affixed  to  no  other  kind  of  death,  as  it  was  to 
this.  The  learned  Mafias  upon  Jo(hua  it.  29.,  commenting  u- 
pon  the  death  of  King  Ai,  who  was  banged  upon  the  tree  until 
the  evening,  tells  us„  **  *  That  the  principal  reafon  of  the  ma 
*^  ]edi(Sion  andexecrablenefs  of  his  death  was,  becaufe  the  death 
**  of  Chrift  Was  prefigured  in  that  myftery.'*  Chrift  came  to 
take  away  the  curie  from  us  by  this  death ;  and  fbmuft  be  made 
a  cuKe.  On  him  muft  all  the  curfes  of  the  moral  law  lie,  which 
were  due  to  us.  And  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  make 
it  a  full  curfe,  the  very  death  he  died,  muft  alfo  have  a  ceremo* 
Dial  curfe  upon  it.  - 

Secondly^  'Cbrift  died  this,  rather  than  any  other  kind  of 
death;  to  fulfil  thetypes>  s|nd  prefigurations  that  of  old  were 
made  with  refpeft  to  it.  All  the  facrificcs  were  lifted  up  from 
the  earth,  upon"  the  altar.  But  efpecially  the  brazen  ferpent 
pr^^ured  this  death.  Numb.  xix.  9.  Mofes  made  a  ferpent 
of  brafs,  and  put  it  upton  a  pole.    And,  faith  Chrift,  John  iii. 

*  Poti^ma  ^aufa  ^maledi£ii4tnfs  hi} us  eji  quia  Chrtfius  in  w?>jf^- 
rio  frafignabatur,    Mafiusi 
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14.  "  As  Moles  lifted  up  the  ferpcnc  in  the  wildernefSy  fo  muft 
**  the  Soo  of  maa  be  lifted  pp,"  that  fo  he  might  correfpoad 
with  that  lively  type,  made  of  him  in  the  wilderoeis. 

TUrdfyy  Chrift  dit;d  this,  rather  than  any  other  death,  becauf; 
it  was  predi&ed  of  him,  and  10  him  moft  all  the  predi^ioQs,  9s 
well  as  types,  be  fully  accompliihed.  The  pfalmift  fpake  10 
the  pepToQ  of  Chrift,  of  this  death,  as  plainly  as  if  he  bad  rather 
|)een  writing  the  biftory  of  what  was  done,  than  a  prophecy  of 
what  was  to  be  done,  lb  maiqr  years  afterwards,  Pfal.  xxii.  1 6, 
17.  *'  For  dogs  have  compaffed  me  about,  the  aflembly  of  the 
**  wicked  have  inclo(ed  me  :  they  pierced  my  hand^  and  feet,  I 
*^  may  tell  all  my  bones,  they  look  and  ftare  upon  me.'*  Which 
hath  a  manifeft  reference  to  the  diftenfioa  'of  all  his  members 
upon  the  tree,  which  was  a  rack  to  him.  So  Zecb.  xii.  19. 
**  They  Ihnll  look  upon  me,  whom  they  have  pierced."  Yea, 
Chrift  himfelf  had  foretpld  the  death  he  (hould  die,  in  the  fore- 
cited,  John  iii.  14.,  iayiog,  "He  muft  be  lifted  up,'*  (i.  e.) 
hanged  between  heaven  and  eardi.  And  the  fcriptures  muft  be 
.fulfilled. 

Thus  you  have  .a  brief  account  both  of  the  kind,  manQCTf 
and  reafixis  pf  thi?  death  of  Cbrift.  The  in^provement  of  it, 
you  hs^ve  in  the  fpUpwing  inferences  of  truth,  deducible  from 
it. 

Inf^enc0  i.  Is  Chrift  dead^  and  did  he  die  the  violent,  pain- 
ful, ihaipeful,  curfed,  flow,  and  fuccoor]c& 
J  demonfrati^i  death  of  the  crofs  ?  Then  furdy  there  is  for* 
ffpardanforthc  givenefs  with  God,  and  plenteous  redemption 
grfiateft  \of  fm^  for  $he  greatefi  ^JinnerSy  that  by  faith  apply 
ners.  ,  the  blood  of  the  crofs  to  their  poor  guilty  fouls. 

So  fpeaks  the  apoftle.  Col  i.  14.,  "In  whom 
'*  we  have  redemption- through  his  blood,  even  the  fprgiveneft 
«*^  trf  fins."  And  1  John  i.  7  ,  "  The  blood  of  Cbiift  ckanfeiOi 
'^  us  from  all  fln/'    Two  things  will  make  this  demoaftrable« 

Firjy  Thai  there  is  a  fufficient  efficacy  Jn  this  blood  of  the 
crofs  to  expiate  the  greateft  fins. 

Secondly f  That  the  efficacy  of  it  is  defigoed  and  intended  bjr 
God  for  believing  finners.  How  dearly  do  both  thefe  propo* 
fitions  lie  in  the  word  ?^ 

Firfi^  That  there  is  fufficient  efficacy  in  the  blood  of  the  crof^, 
to  expiate  and  wa(h  away  the  greateft  fins.  This  is  manifeft, 
for  it  is  precious  blood,  as  it  is  cajjed,  i  Pjct.  i.  jtg.  ••Ye  werOv 
*'  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold ; 
^'  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  the  Son  of  God."  Tbispre- 
ciouiheis  of  the  blood  of  Cbrift  x^  from  t)ie  R9i9n  it  ]^h 
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with  that  perfon,  who  is  over  all,  God  bkfled  for  ever.  And/ 
*  6ti  that  account  is  filled  the  blood  of  God,  Afts  xX.  28. ;  and 
fo  it  becomes  royai,  princely  blood :  Yea,  fach  for  the  dignity, 
and  efficacy  of  it,  as  never  was  created,  or  fhall  ever  run  in  a- 
ay  other  veins  but  his.  The  blood  of  all  the  creatures  in  the 
world,  even  a  fea  rf  human  blood  bears  no  more  proportion 
to  the  precious  and  -excellent  blood  of  Chrifl,  than  a  difh  of 
common  water,  to  a  river  of  lic^id  Goldi  On  the  account  of 
Its  invaluable  preciouincfs,  it  becon>es  fatisfying  and  reconciling 
blood  to  God.  So  theapoflle  fpieaks,  Col.  i.  20.,  "  And  (having 
•*  made  peace  through  the  Wood  of  his  crofs)  by  hiifi  to  recoo- 
*•  crleall  things  tohimfelf ;  by  him,  I  fay,  whether  they  be  things 
"  in  earth,  or  things  in  heavep  "  The  fame  blood  which  is  re* 
dempthn  to  them  thatt  dwell  on  earth,  is  confirmation  to  them 
chat  dwell  in  heaven.  Btfore  the  efficacy  of  this  blood,  guife 
vanifties,  and  (brinks  away  as  the  ftiadow  before  the  glorious 
fun.  Every  drop  of  it  hath  a  voice,  and  ipeaks  to  the  foul  tha^ 
fits  trembling  under  its  guilt,  better  things  than  the  blood  of  Ai- 
bei,  Heb.  xii.  34.  It  fprinkks  us  from  an  evil,  (i.  /.)  an  unquiet, 
dnd  accufmg  confcience,  Heb.  x.  2%,  For  having  enough  in 
it  to  fatisfy  God,  it  muft  needs  have  enough  in  it  to  (atisfy  con- 
fcience, 

'Coniciencc  caii  iJemand  no  more  for  its  fatisfaftion,  nor  will  it 
take  lefs  than  God  demands  for  liis  fatisfaftion*  And  in  this 
blo<pd  is  enough  to  give  both  fatisfaftion. 

Secondly  J  As.  there  is  fofficicnt  efficacy  in  this  Blood  to  t%pl- 
ate  th^  greateft  guilt ;  fo  it  is  as  manifeft,  that  the  virtue  and  ef- 
ficacy of  it,  is  intended^nd  defigued  by  God  for  the  ufe  of  be* 
Jieving  finners  Such  blood  as  this  was  fhed,  without  doubt,  for 
fome  weighty  end,*  that  fome  might  be  the  better  for  it.  Who 
they  are  for  whom  it  is  inteinied,  is  plain  enough  from  Aftj 
Kiii.  39.  **  And  by  hith  all  that  believe,  are  juftified  from  ali 
*'  things,  from  which  they  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of 
**  Mofes." 

I  That  the  remiffion  of  the  fjns  of  believers  was  the  great  thing 
defigned  in  the  pouring  out  of  this  precious  blood  of  Chf  ift,  ap'- 
pears  from  all  the  facrifices  that  figured  it  to  the  ancient  church. 
The  fhedding  of  that  typical  blood,  fpake  a  defign  of  pardon. 
And  the  pntting  of  their  hands  upon  the  head  of  the  facrifice^ 
fpake  the  way  and  method  of  believing,  by  which  that  blood 
was  then  applied  to  them  in  that  way ;  and  is  flill  applied  to  us 
in  a  more  excellent  way.  Had  no  pardon  beea  inteodedi  no  (a- 
crifices  ha<i  boeft  appointed. 

Vot.I,  Yj 
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Moreover,  let  it  be  confidered,  this  blood  of  the  crofs  is  the 
blood  of  a  furety;  that  came  under  the  fame  obligations  with 
us,  and  in  our  name  or  (lead  (hed  it :  aod  fo  of  courie  frees  and 
difchargcs  the  principal  offender,  or  debtor,  Heb.  vii.  22.  Caa 
God  cxa(5l  fatisfadioOifrom  the  blood  and  death  of  his  own  Son, 
the  lurety  of  believers,  and  yet  ftill  demand  it  from  believers  ? 
]i  cannot  be.  **  Who  (faith  fhe  apoftle)  (hall  lay  any  thing  to 
**  the  charge  of  God's  ekft  ?  It  is  God  that  juUifieth.  Who 
"  (hall  condemn?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,"  Rom,  viii.  33,  34. 
And  why  afe  faith  and  repentance  prefcribed  as  the  means  of 
pardon  ?  Why  doth  God  every  where  in  his  word,  call  upoa 
finners  to  repent,  and  believe  in  this  blood?  encouraging  them 
fo  to  do,  by  fo  many  precious  promifes  of  remifTion  ;  and  de- 
daring  the  inevitable  and  eternal  ruin  of  all  impenitent,  and 
unbelieving  ones,  who  defpife  and  reject  this  blood  ?  What,  I 
fay,  doih  all  !;his  fpeak,  but  the  poiTibility  of  a  pardon  for  the 
greatcft  of  (inners;  and  thexertainty  of  a  freie,  full, 'and  final 
pnrdon  for  all  believing  finners?  O  what  a  joyful  found  is  thisf 
What  raviQiing  voices  of  peace,  pardon,  grace,  and  acceptance, 
tome  to  our  ears  from  the  blood  of  the  crofs  ? 

The  greateft  guilt  that  ever  was  contracted  upon  a  trembling 
fliaking  confcience,  can  (land  before  the  efHcacy  of  the  blood  of 
Chrift  no  more,  than  the  finncr  himlelf  can  (land  before  the  juftice 
of  the  Lord,  witH  all  the  guilt  upon  him. 

Reader,  The  word  alTures  thee,  whatever  thou  haft  been,  or 
art,  that  fibs  of  as  deep  a  dye  as  thine,  have  been  wafhed  away 
in  this  blood.  V  I  was  a  blafphemer,  a  perfecutor,  injurious; 
,  ^*  but  I  obtained  mercy,"  faith  Paul,  i  Tim  i.  13.  But  it  may 
be  thou  wilt  cbjedl ;  this  was  a  rare  and  fingular  inflaoce,  and 
it  is  a  great  queftion  whether  any  other  fmner  (ball  find  the  like 
grace  that  he  did.  No  queflion  of  it  at  all,  if  you  believe  in 
Chrift,  as  he  did:  foi;  he  tells\is,  ver.  16.  "  For  this  caufel 
•*  obtained  mercy,  that  in  me  firft,  Jefus  Chrift  might  (hew forth 
*'  all  long-fufiering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  which  ihould  here* 
**  after  believe  oh  him  to  life  everlafting.**  So  that  upon  th^ 
fame  grounds  he  obtained  mercy,  you  may  obtain  it  alfo. 

Thofe  very  men  who  had  a  hand  in  the  (bedding  of  Ghrift's 
blood,  had  the  benefit  of  that  blood  afterwards  pardoning  them, 
Afts  ii.  36.  There  i^  nothing  but  unbelief  and  impeniiency  of 
heart,  bars  thy  foul  from  the  bkfTings  of  this  blood. 

Inference  2.  Did  Chrift  die  the,  curfed  death  of  the  crofs  for 
believers,  then  though  there  be  much  ofpain^  there  is  nothing  (f 
curfe  in  the  death  of  the  faints.  It  ftill  wears  its  dart,  by  wbick 
it  fh  ikes  J  but  hath  loft  its  ftin^,i)y  which  it  hurts  and  deftroys. 
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A  ferpent  that  hath  no  iling,  may  hifs  and  afFright,  but  we 
may  take  him  in  our  hand,  without  danger.     Death  poured  out 
I  ^    all  its  poifoa,  and  loft  its  Aiag  in  Chrifl's  fide,  when  he  became  a 

curfe  for  us. 
\  But  what  fpeak  I  of  the  innocency  and  harmleflbefs  of  death 

I  to  believers  I  It  is  certainly  their  friend,  and  great  benefa^^or. 
1  As  there  is  no  curfe,  fo  there  are  many  bleffings  in  it.  "  Death 
I  *'  is  yours,"  .1  Cor.  iii.  22.  Yours  as  a  fpecial  privilege  and 
j  favour.  Chrift  hath  not  only  conquered  it,  but  i,s  more  than 
J  a  conqueror ;  for  he  hath  myle  it  beneficial,  and  very  ferviceable 
I  to  the  faints.  When  Chrift  was  nailed  to  the  tree,  then  he 
I  faid  as  it  were  to  death,  which  came  to  grapple  with  him  there, 
{  **  O  death,  I  will  be  thy  plague;  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  de- 
,  **  ftruftion :"  and  fo  he  was ;  for  he  fwallowed  up  death  in 
I  viftory,  fpoiled  it  of  its  power.  So  that,  though  it  may  now 
I  afFright  fome  weak  believers,  yet  cannot  hurt  them  at  all. 
[  h^erence  3.  If  Chrift  died  the  curfed  death  ©f  the  aofs  for 

I        us,   hoiii  cheerfully  fhould  we  fubmit  to,  and  bear  any  crofs  for 
I        Jefus  Chrift  ?  He  had  his  crofs,  and  we  have  ours  •;  but  what 
feathers  are  ours  compared  wichhis?  His  crofs  was  a  heavy 
j        crofs  indeed,  yet  how  patiently  and  meekly  did  he  fupport  it  \ 
f        **  he  endured  his  crofs,"  we  cannot  endure  or  bear  ours,  though 
i        they  be  not  to  be  named  with  his.    Three  things  would  mar- 
TJslloufly  ftrengthen  us  to  bear  the  crofi  of  Chrift,  and  bring  up 
a  good  report  upon  it  in  the  world. 

Firfl^  That  we  (hall  carry  it  but  a  little  way.     Secondly ^ 
.  Chrift  bears  the  heavieft  end  of  it.     Thirdly,.  Innumerable  blef- 
fings  and  mercies  grow  upon,  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 

Firjl,  We  (hall  bear  it  but  a  little  way.  It  fhould  be  enough 
to  me  (faith  f  a  holy  one)  that  Chrift  will  have  joy  and  forrow 
balfers  of  the  life  olF  the  faints.  And  that  each  of  them  fhould 
have  a  fhare  of  our  days,  a$  the  night  and  day  are  kindly  part- 
jiers  of  time,,  and  take  it  up  betwixt  them.  But  if  forrow  be 
the  greed ieft  halfer  of  our  days  here,  I  know  joy's  day  fhall 
*dawn,  and  do  more  than  recompenfe  all  our  fad  hours. 

Let  my  Lord  Jefus  (fince  he  will  do  fo)  weave  my  bit-and- 
Yy  2 

*  Omnls  Chriflianus  efl  crucianus.  /.  e.  Every  ChrifKan  is  a 
crofs-bearer. 

f  If  twenty  crofTes  be  written  for  you  in  God's  book,  they  will 
come  at  lafl  to  nineteen,  and  after  that  to  nothing.  Put  your  head 
betwixt  Chrift's  breatts  for  evermore,  and  his  own  foft  hand  fhali 
dry  your  face,  and  wipe  away  your  tears. 
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fpaa  length  of  time  with  white  snd  black ;  well  atid  woe  .^— Let 
the  rofe  be  BCfghbour  with  the  thorn  — *'*  When  we  are  Ofer 
"  the  water,  Chrift  (hall  cry,  down  cro^ee,  and  up  heaven  f«r 
**  evermore ;  down  hell,  and  down  death,  and  dowa  fin,  aod 
♦'  down  forrow;  .nnd  up  glory,  up  life,  up  joy  for  evermore. 
'*  It  is  true,  Chril^  and  his  crofs  are  not  ieparable  in  this  Kfe; 
♦'  howbeit  Chrift  and  his  crofs  "part  at  heaven's  door :  for  thei« 
^'  is  no  houfe-room  for  croffcs  in  henveiii  One  tear,  one  ligh, 
*'  one  fad  heart,  one  fear,'  one  Ids.  one  thought  of  trouble 
**  cannot  find  lodging  there.—"  Sorrow*and  the  fanits  are  not 
married  together ;  or  fuppofe  it  was  fo,  heaven  (hall  p»ake  a 
divorce.  Life  is  but  (hort,  and  therefore  crofles  cannot  bie  long* 
Our  Offerings  are  but  for  a  while,  i  Pet.  v.  lo.  They  arc  but 
the  fufferings  of  the  prefent  time,  Rom.  vlii.  li. 

Secondly y^%  we  (hail  carry  the  crofs  erf  Chrift  btit  a  little  way, 
fo  Chrift  himfelf  bears  the  heavieft  end  of  it.  And  aa  one  hap- 
pily expreflcs,  he  faith  of  their  crofles,  ha^  mine.  He  divid- 
eth  fufTerings  with  them,  and  takes  the  largeft  (hare  to  hrmlelf. 
•'  O  how  fweet  a  fight  (faith  one  fweetlyj  is  It  to  fee  a  cro& 
**  betwixt  Chrift  and  us.  To  hear  our  Redeemer  fay,  at  eve- 
^'  ry  figh,  at  every  blow,  and  every  lofs  of  a  believer,  ha^nuns, 
**  For  they  are  called  the  fufferings  of  Chrjft,  and  the  repfoach 
**  of  Chrift,  Col.  it.  14;  Heh.  xi.  ^6..  As  when  two  are  part- 
**  ners  and  owners  of  a  (hip,  half  of  the  gsiln,  and  half  <^ 
*'  the  lofs,  belongeth  to  cither  of  the  two.  So  Chrift  in  our 
'*  fufferings,  is  half  gainer,  and  half  lofer,  with  us:  yea,  the 
^'  heavieft  end  of  the  black  tree  lieth  on  your  Lord.  It  falleth 
"  firft  upon  him,  and  but  rebounds  from  him  upon  yoa  i** 
**  The  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee,  are  falleti  op- 
*•  on  me,*'  PfaK  Ixiv.  9.  Nay,  to  fpeak  as.  the  thing  is,  Chrift 
doth  not  only  bear  half,  or  the  better  part,  but  the  whole  of 
our  crofs  and  burden,  Tea,  he  bears  all,  and  more  than  ail; 
for  he  bears  us,  and  our  burden  too,  or  elfc  we  would  quickly 
iink,  and  faint  under  it. 

Thirdly,  As  we  have  not  far  to  carry  it,  andlChrift  carries  the 
heavieft  part;  yea,  all  the  burden  for  us;  yea,  us  and  our  bur- 
den too :  (o,  in  the  laft  place,  it  is  reviving  to  think  what  an  io- 
numerable  multitude  of  bleffmgs  and  mercies  are  the  fruit  and 
offspring  of  a  fanflified  cro(s.  Since  that  tree  was  fo  richly  wa- 
tered with  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  what  ftpre  of  choice,  and  rich 
fruits  doth  it  bear  to  believers  ? 

Our  fufferings  (faith  one)  are  wafhed  in  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
H's  well  as  cfur  fouls.  "  ForvChrlft's  merits  bought  a  blefling  tq 
♦^  ih<?  croffes  of  the  Sons  of  God.    Our  troubles  owe  ils  a  tree 


i  .'^  pitlTage  thrpngh  him.  Devii$,  ^nd  mm^  and  crofles,  are  oar 
^*  ^ebiors  ^  and  death,  «Qd  all  ftorms  arc  our  dcbtorf*  to  biow^ 
^^  dOJur  poor  loflcd  bark  over  the  waler  frcight^rcc  :  and  to  fet 
•^  tlic  travellers  in  their  owo  keowo  grpuad*  Therefore  we 
•^  fhail  die,  a»d  yet  livc,-^l  koow  im>  njan  h^ith  a  velvet  crofs, 
**  but  the  crois  is  soade  of  what  God  will  have  it ;  but  Feril7, 
**  howbeit,  it  be  no  warraQtable  m^irkei,  to  boy  a  oofs,  yet  £ 
«*  dare  not  fay,  O  that  I  had  liberty  to  fell  Chrift's  crofs,  left 
\  **  therewith  ilfo  I  ihoiild  fell  joy,  cpmfort,  fcnfe  of  lore,  pa- 
f  ♦'  tience,  aad  the  kind  vi fits  of  a  bridegroom.--^I  have  but 

I  ^'  fmali  ^sxperknce  of  foffcrings  for  Cfarifi,  but  let  my  judge 
,1  ^*  and  witaefs  in  heaves,  lay  nay  Ibui  in  the  bailaQCe  of  juftice ; 
f*  if  I  fiud  not  a  young  heaven,  and  a  little  paradiie  of  gJorious 
^* -comforts,  an4 f<«ii*£iclightitig  love^kifles  oi,Chrift,in  fitffer- 
*^  ing  for  him»  aad  his  trmh.-^My  prifoa  is  my  palace,  my  forrow 
'*  is  with  child  of  joy;  my  loflts  arc  rich  loflts,  my  pain  cafy 
**  pain,  my  heavy  days  are  holy  days,  and  happy  days.  I  may 
^  tell  a  new  tale  of  Cbrifl  to  my  friends.^^***-P  what  owe  I  to 
^<  the  ,fiic,  and  to  the  hammer,  and  to  die  furnace  of  my  Lord 
^<  Jefiis  !  who  hath  now  let  me  fee  how  good  the  wheat  of  Chrift 
**  is,  that  goes  through  his  mill,  and  his  oven,  to  be  made  bread 
'<  for  his  own  uble.  Grace  tried,  is  better  tlian  grace,  and  more 
j.  **  than  grace.  It  is  glory  in  the  infancy. 
I  «  Who  knows  the  truth  of  grace  without  a  trial  ?-— -O  how 

**^  little  getteib  Chrift  of  us,  but  what  he  wioneth  (tofpeak  fo) 
*^  with  much  toil  and  pains  f  And  how  ioon  would  faith  freeze 
**  without  a  crofs.     Bear  your  crofs  therefore  with  joy." 

Inference  4*  Did  Chrift  die  the  death,  yea,  th^  wodt  of  deaths 
for  us  ?  Then  it  follows,  that  ^vr  mercies  are  irrought  fwth 
^ith  great  difficulty  ;  and  that  which  is  /weet  to  us  in  the 
fruition^  was  cqftly^  ^nd  hard  to  Chrift  in  the  acquifition. 
Surely,  upon  every  mercy  we  have  this  motto  written.  The 
frice  of  blood.  Col.  i.  14. "  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through 
'*  his-  blood:"  Upon  which  a  late  neat  *  writer  delivers  him- 
felf  thus,  "  The  way  of  grace  is  here  conficlerable ;  life  comes 
''  through  death  ;  God  comes  in  ChriH;  and  Chrift  comes  in 
**  blood :  the  chpiceft  mercies  come  through  the  greateft  mife* 
•^  rics ;  prime  favours  come  fwimming  in  blood  to  us.  Through 
**  a  red  fea,  4frael  came  to  Canaan.  Many  a  man  loft  his  life, 
*•  and  much  blood  ftied  ;  the  very  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
^*  honey,  was  firft  made  to  flow  with  blood,  'ere  Ifrael  could  in» 
♦  ■  Jicrit  the  promife.    Seven  nations  were  deftroyed,  'ere  the 

f  JLocker  on  Col.  ,  _^ 
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*«  land  of  Caoaan  was  divided  to  the  Ifraelites,  Aftsxui.  19, — 
*^  SiQ  makes  mercy  16  deadly  hard  to  bring  forth.  To  chriftea 
**  every  precions  child,  every  Benjamin,  Benoni,  every  fon  of 
**  God's  right-hand,  a  fon  of  forrow  and  death  to  her  that 
''  brings  him  forth.  Adam's  fweets  had  no  bitter  till  he  tranf- 
«*  greffed  God's  will :  one  mercy  did  not  die  to  bring  forth  ano- 
**  thcr,  till  he  died.  But  oh  !  how  ftiould  this  raife  the  value 
^*  of  our  mercies  ?  What,/  the  price  of  blood,  the  price  of  pre- 
*^  cious  blood,  the  blood  of  the  crofs  !  O  what  an  eileem  (hould 
**  this  raife ! 

"  Things  (as  the  fame  ingenious  author  adds)  are  prized  ra- 
*«  thcr  as  they  come,  than  as  they  arc.  Far  fetched  and  dear 
^  **  bought  makes  all  the  price,  and  gives  all  the  worth  with  us 
**  weak  creatures.  Upon  this  ground  the  fcripturc,  when  it  fpcaks 
**  of  our  great  fortune,  tells  the  great  price  it  coft,  as  eying  our 
**  weaknefs,  who  look  more  at  what  things  coft,  than  at  what 
**  they  are.  And  as  knowing  if  any  thing  will  take  with  us,  this 
'*  will,  •*  To  him  that  loved  us,  and  waftied  us  from  our  fins  in 
'*«  his  own  blood,"  Rev.  i.  5. 

"  Man  is  a  legal  creature,  and  looks  much  at  what  is  given 
"  for  a  thing.  What  did  this  coft  ?  Why,  it  coft  Chrift's  o*va 
*•  blood.  Colour  is  more  than  the  cloth  with  us,  and  fcarJet 
*•  colour  is  a  general  taking  colour,  with  us :  and  therefore  is 
**  Chrift's  garment  dipped  in  blood,  ^nd  he  admired  in  this  ha- 
**  bit."  "  Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  Edom,  with  garments' 
^<  dyed  red  from  Bozra^" 

Beware  then  you  abufe  not  any  of  the  mercies  that  Chrift 
brought  forth  with  fo  many  bitter  pangs  anci  throw's.  And  let 
all  this  endear  Chrift  more  than  ever  to  you,  and  make  you  in  a 
deep  fenfe  of  his  grace  and  love,  to  fay,  . 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  Jefus  Chrift. 
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SERMON      XXVIL 

Opens  and  improves  that  fignal  Providence,  which  di- 
refted  and  ordered  the  Title  affixed  to  the  Crofs  of 
Christ. 

Luke  xxiii.  38.  AndaSuperfcription  alfo  was  it>ritten  over  him 
in  ktters  of  Greeks  and  Latin,  and  Hebrew ;  This  is  the  King  . 
of  the  Jews. 

"DEFORE  I  pafson  to  the  manner  of  Chrift's  death,  I  (hall' 
^  coofider  the  title  affixed  to  the  crofs  ;  in  which  very  much 
of  the  wifdom  of  Providence  was  difcoved-  It  was  the  manner 
of  the  Romans,  that  the  equity  of  their  proceedings  might  the 
more  clearly  appear  to  the  people,  when  they  crucified  aay  man, 
to  pubii(h  the  caufe  of  his  death,  in  a  table  written  in  capital 
letters,  and  placed  over  the  head  of  the  crucified.  And  that 
there  might*  be  at  leaft,  a  (hew  and  face  of  juftice  in  Chrift*s  death, 
he  alio  fhall  have  hii  title  or  fuperfcription. 

The  worrt  and  moft  unrighteous  actions  labour  to  cover  and 
fliroud  themfelves  under  preienfion  of  equity.  Sin  is  fo  fhame- 
ful  a  thing,  that  it  cares  not  to  own  its  name.  Chrift  fliall 
have  a  table  written  for  him  alfo.  This  writing  one  evange- 
lifts  calls  the  accufation,  ccmct,  Matth.  xxvii.  37.  Another  calls 
It  the  Title,  t<taoj,  John  xix,  19;  Another  the  Infcription  or 
Superfcriptionf  tTny^ccipvt,  fo  the  text.  And  another  the  Supers- 
Jcription  of  his  Jccufation,  iTsriyfcuPn  rti?  xtrut^,  Mark.  xv.  26.  lt\ 
'  (hort,  it  was  a  fair  legible  writing,  intended  to  exprefs  the  faft 
or  crime,  for  which  the  perfon  died. 

This  was  their  ufual  manner,  though  fometimes  we  find  4c 
was  publifticd  by  the  voice  of  the  common  cryer.  As  in  thq 
caicof  *  Attains  the  martyr,  w|io  was  led  about  the  amphithea- 
tre, one  proclaiming  before  him,  This  is  Attains  the  Chriftian. 
But  it  was  cuftomary  and  ufual  to  exprefs  the  crime  in  a  written 
table,  as  the  text  expreffes  it.  Wherein  thefe  three  things  offer 
themfelves  to  your  confider^tion. 

Firji,  The  charafter  or  defcription  of  Chrift,  contained  in  that 
writing.     And  he  is  defcribed  by  his  kingly  dignity :  f  This  is 

*  Eufeb.  Ecclef.  Hift.  lib.  5.  c.  i. 

f  The  full  title  was,  This  is  fefus  of  Nazareth  the  King  of  the 
Jews».    Par. 
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the  King  of  the  Jews.  That  very  office,  which  but  a  little  be- 
fore, thty  had  reproached  and  derided,  bowing  the  knee  to  hiai 
in  mockery,  faying,  Hail  King  of  the  Jews  :  the  Provideoce  of 
God  fo  orders,  it,  that  therein  he  (hall  be  vindicated  and  ho* 
noured.  This  is  the  King  of  the  Jews :  Or,  as  the  other  evaa* 
gelifts  complete  it,  'fhis  is  Jefus  of  NctZireth  the  King  of  the 
Jews. 

Secondly,  The  perfon  that  drew  his ,  char  after  or  title.  It 
wa$Pik^te;  he  that  bitf  now  condeonned  him:  he  that  was  hisr 
judge,  ftiall  be  bis  herald,  to  proclaim  his  glory.  For  the  title 
is  honourable.  Surely,  this  was  not  from  himfelf,  for  be  was 
Chrift's  enemy;  but  rather  than  Chrift  (liould  want  a  tongue 
to  clear  him,  the  tongue  of  an  enemy  (hall  d.>  it. 

Thirdly,  The  time  when  this  honour  was  don«  him :  It  WaJ 
when  he  was  at  the  lo weft  ebb  of  his  glory  ;  wh^a  fhame  and 
reproach  were  heaped  on  him  by  all  handsf  When  all  the  diC- 
ciples  had  forfaken  him,  and  were  fled/  Not  one  left  to  pro- 
claim his>  innoceucy,  or  fpeak  a  word  in  his  vinclicarion.  Thea 
doth  the  providence  of  God  as  ftrangcly,  as  powerfully,  over- 
rule the  heart  and  pen  of  Pilate  *,  to  draw  this  titte  for  him, 
and  affix  it  to  his-crofs.  Surely  we  muft  look  higher  Ihan  Pi- 
late ia  this  thing»  and  fee-how  Providence  ferves  itfelf  by  the 
hands  of  Chrift's  adverfaiieSi  Pilate  writes  in  honour  of  ChriA, 
and  ftiffly  defends  it  too.     Hence  our  obfervatioa  is^ 

,  Doft.  f.  That  the  dignity  of  Chrifi  was  openly  proclaimed, 
and  defended  by  an  enemy  ;  and  thaf,  in  the  time  of  his 
greateji  reproaehes  and ftiffe rings. 

To  open  this  myftery  of  providence  to  you,  that  you  may  not 
ftand  idly, gazing  upon  Chrift's  title,  as  many  then  did;  wc 
muft,  Firfi,  Confider  the  nature  and  quality  of  this  title.  *  Se- 
condly, What  hand  the  providence  of  God  had  in  this  matter. 
Thirdly,  And  then  draw  forth  the  proper  ufcs  and  improve- 
ments of  it. 

Firfiy,  To  open  the  nature  and  quality  of  Chrift's  tide  or  itt* 
fcripiioQ  \  let  it  be  thoroughly  confidered,  and  we  (hall  find, 

Firfl,  That  it  was  an  extraordinary  title,  varying  from  all  ex- 
amples of  that  kind  >  and  dire£tly  croffiog  the  main  defign  and 

*  Perhaps  the  titfe  Was  written  according  to  cuftom,  but  our 
thoughts  muft  rife  higher,  even  to  the  purpose  <if  Gk>d,  who  Wotfld, 
by  the  writing:  of  Pikte^  have  ^Ghrift  pablicly  proclatifted  Kiiig,  of 
the  church.     Par^  ■    ' 
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end  of  their  own  cttdotn.  For,  as  I  hinted  before,  the  etyi  of 
it  was  to  clear  the  equity  of  their  proceedings,  and  tliew  the 
people  how  juftly  they  fufTered  thofe  punifiiments  iDfliAed  oa 
them  for  fuch  crimes.  But  lo,  here  is  a  title  expreffiog  no 
crime  at  all,  and  fo  vindicatmg  Chrift's  innocency  *.  This  Ibme 
of  them  perceived,  and  moved  Pilate  to  change  it,  not.  This  is, 
biit,  This  is  he  that  iaid,  /  am  th  King  rfthe  Jews,  In  that,  as 
they  conceived,  lay  his  crime.  O  how  flrange  and  wonderful 
a  thing  was  this  \  But  what  fliall  we  fay !  it  was  a'  day  of  won- 
ders and  extraordinary  things.  As  there  was  never  fuch  a  per^ 
Ibn  aacified  before,  (b  there  was  never  fuch  a  title  affixed  to  the 
crofs  before. 

Secondly^  As  it  was  an  extraordinary,  fo  it  was  a  public  title, 
both  written  and  publilhed  with  the  greateft  advantages  of 
i^cading  itfelf  far  and  near,  among  all  people,  that  could  be, 
^*  for  it  was  written  in  three  languages  f,  and  to  thoie  moA 
**^  known  in  the  world  at  that  time«"  The  Greek  tongue  waa 
then  known  in  moft  parts  of  the  world.  The  Hebrew  was  the 
Jews  native  language.  And  the/ Latin  the  language  of  the  Gen« 
tiles.  So  that  it  being  written  both  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  La- 
tin, it  was  eafy  to  be  underftood  both  by  Jews  and  Gentiles. 

And  indeed,  unto  this  the  providence  of  God  had  a  fpeciai  eye,  , 
to  make  it  notorious  and  evident  to  all  the  world  ;  for  evei^  ib 
all  things  dcfigned  for  public  view,  and  knowledge  were  writ- 
ten«  .  Jofephus  tells  us  of  certain  pillars,  on  which  was  engraven 
in  letters  of  Greek,  and  Latin,  "  It  is  a  wickednels  for  Aran- 
*•  gers  to  enter  into  the  holy  place  J."  So  the  foldiers  of  Gordi- 
an,  the  third  emperor,  when  he  was  flain  upon  the  borders  of 
Per(ia,  they  railed  a  monument  for  him,  and  engraved  his  me- 
moiial  upon  it,  in  Greek,  Latin,  Perfic,  Judaic,  and  Egypti* 
ac  letters,  that  all  people  might  read  the  fame.  And  as  it  was 
written  in  three  learned  languages,  fo  it  was  expofcd  to  view  in 
a  public  place  ;  and  at  that  time,  when  multitudes  of  ftrangers, 
as  well  as  Jews,  were  at  Jerufalem  ?  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  pal^ 
fover ;  fo  that  all  things  concurred  to  fpread  and  divulge  the  in- 
nocency of  Chrift,  vindicated  in  this  title. 

Thirdly^  As  it  was  a  public,  fo  it  was  an  honourable  title, 

*  This  was  veiry  remarkable,  that  a  title  was  affixed  which  im- 
ported no  ignominy.     Calvin- 

t  Tribus"  Unguis  toto  orbe  tunc  vulgatijjimis^  fcHU  voJuft  j  ut 
aP  9mnihus  legi^  et  intelii'gi  pjoiuit      Parens. 

X  In  locum  fan{iumingrcdiartenigcnis  nefas  ejh 

VoL^L  Zz 
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Such  was  the  nature  of  it,  faith  *  Bucer ;  that  ia  the  midfV  of 
death,  Chrift  began  to  triumph  by  it.  And  by  reafon  thereof^ 
the  crofs  began  to  change  its  own  nature,  and  inflead  of  a  rack» 
or  engine  of  torture,  it  became  a  throne  of  majefty.  Yea,  it  Bught 
be  called  now,  as  the  church  itlelf  is,  The  pillar  and  ground  qf 
truth :  for  it  held  out  much  of  the  gofpel,  much  of  the  glory 
of  Chrift ;  as  that  pillar,  doth,  to  which  a  royal  proclamatioa  is 
affixed. 

•  Fourthly^  It  was  a  vindicating  title :  tt  cleared  up  the  ho* 
tiour»  dignity,  and  innocency  of  Cbrift,  againd  all  the  falfe 
imputations,  calumnies,  and  blafphemies,  which  were  caft  upoa 
him  before,  by  the  wicked  tongues,  both  of  Jews  and  Gendles. 
.  They  had  called  him  a  deceiver,  an  ufurper,  a  blafphemer, 
they  rent  their  dosgtbs,  in  token  of  their  deteftation  of  his 
blafphemy ;  becauf^  he  made  himfelf  the  Son  of  God,  and  King 
of  ifrael.  But  now  in  this,  they  acknowledged  him  to  be  both 
Lord  and  Saviour.  Not  a  mode  king,  as  they  had  made  htm 
before:  So  that  herein  the  honour  oi  Chriil:  was  fully  viadi- 
cafed.  .  ^ 

Fifthly,  Moreover  it  was  a  prediBing  2.ni  prefaging  title  f. 
Evidently  foreOiewing  the  propagation  of  Chrift*s  kingdom^ 
and  the  fpreading  of  his  name  and  glory  among  all  kindreds, 
nations,  tongues,  and  languages.  As  Chrift  hath  right  to  ea- 
ter inta  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  by  his  gofpel,  and  fet  up 
bis  throne  in  every  nation :  fo  it  was  pre%ed  by  thb  title  that 
he  ihould  do  io.  And  that  both  Hebrews,  Greeks,  and  Latins^ 
ihould  be  called  to  the  knowledge  of  him.  Nor  is  it  a  wonder, 
that  this  (bould  be  prediftcd  by  wicked  Pilate,  when  Gaiaphas 
himfelf,  a  man  every  way  as  wicke,d  as  he,  had  propfaefied  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  Jsohn  xi.  51,  52.  For  being  High-prieft  that 
year,  he  propheficd,  Th^t  Je/usjhould  die  for  that  nation,  and 
not  for  thai  nation  only,  but  that  al/o  he  Jbould  gather  together  in 
one,  the  children  of  God  that  were  fgattered  abroad.  Yea,  many 
have  prophefied  ipi  Chrift's  name,  who,  for  all  that,  fhall  never 
be  owned  by  him,  Matth.  vii.  22. 

Sixthly,  And  laftly.  It  was  an  immutable  title.  The  Jews 
endeavoured,  but  could  not  pe^fuade  Pilate  to  alter  it.  To  ail 
their  importunities,  he  returns  this  reiblute  anfwer,  "What  I 
V  have  written,  1  have  wri^t^n  ;'*  as  if  he  ftiould  fay,  Urge  me 

.  *  .Bucer  i/iloc. 
f  He  wotfld  have  it  written  io  three  languages,  that  this  might 
be  a  prefage  of  the  future  caHing,  not  only  of  all  the  Hebrews,.but 
aifo  of  all  the  Gentiles  to  the  kiogdom  of  Chrift«    Par. 
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. '  no  mdre,  I  have  written  his  title,  I  caonot,  t  will  not,  alter  a 
letter,  a  pohit,  thereof.  "  Surely  the  conftancy  of  Pilate  at 
<<  this  time,  can  be  attributed  to  nothing  but  divine  fpecial 
*'  Providence  */'  Moft  wonderfdl !  that  he,  who  before  was 
as  uncondant  as  a  reed  fhaken  by  the  wind,  is  now  as  fixed  as  a  1 
pillar  of  braft. 
I  And  yet  more  wonderful,  that  he  (hould  write  dov/n  that 

7    very  particular  in  the  title  of  Chrift,  This'  is  the  King  of  the 
\  Jews  J  which  was  the  very  thing  that  fo  icared  him  but  a  little 

^         before,  and  was  the  very  confideration  that  moved  him  to  give 
!  fentence.     What  was  now  become  of  the  fear  of  Cacfar  ?  that 

I      '    Pilate  dares  to  be  Chrifi's  herald,  and  publicly  to  proclaim  him, 
I  The  King  afthe  Jews.    This  was  the  title. 

(  Secondfy,  We  (hall  next  enquire  what  hand  the  Divine  pro- 

!  videhcehadinthis  bnfioefs.         1  » 

(   ^  And  indeed,  the  providence  of  Goi  in  this  hour,  a^led  glo- 

I  fioufly,  and  wonderfully,  thefe  five  ways. 

i  F/Vyf,  la  over-ruling  the  heart  and, hand  of  Pilate  in  thfc 

draught  and  ftile  of  it,  and  that  contrary  to  his  own  inclioation. 
I  doubt  not,  but  Pilate  himfelf  was  ignorant  of,  and  far  enough 
i  from  defigning  that  which  the  wifdom  of  providence  aimed  at 

[  In  this  matter  f*    He  was  a  wicked  man,  had  no  love  to  Chrifti 

I  He  had  given  fentence  of  death  againft  him;  yet  this  is  he  that 

[  proclaimed  him  to  be,  Jefus,  King  of  the  Jews*    It  fo  over-rule4 

I  his  pen,  that  he  could  not  write  what  was  in  his  own  heart  and 

I  intention,  but:  the  quite  contrary ;  6ven  a  fair  and  public  tefti- 

1  monyof  the  kingly  dfice  of  the  Son  of  God,  This  is  the  King  (f 

I  the  Jews.        ^ 

I  Secondly,  Herein  the  wifilom  of  Providence  was  glorioufly 

!  di(played,  in  applying  a  prefent,  proper,  public  remedy  to  the 

\  reproadies  and  blaiphemies  which  ChrUV  had  th«n  newly  received 

r  in  hh  name  and  honour.     The  fuperftitious  Jews  wound  him, 

and  Heathen  Pilate  prepares  a  plai Aer.  to  heal  hjm:  They  re- 
proach, he  vindicates ;  they  thtow  the  dirt,  he  wafhes  it  off. 
O,  the  profound  and  infcrutable  wiidom  of  Providence ! 

Thirdly,  Moreover,  Providence  eminently  appeared  at  this  time 
in  keeping  fo  timorous  a  perfon,*  a  man  of  fo  bafe  a  fpirit,  that 
would  not  flick  at  any  thing  to  plea:ie  the  people,  from  receding, 
or  giving]  ground  in  the  IcslH  to  their  importunities.     Is  Pilate 

Z  z  2  . 

*  H^c  P slats  cofsfl^ntia  divina  provident ia  trshuendu  efl,  Cair, 
t  The  Divine  Providence  \(fhidi  over-ruled  the  pen  of  Filate» 
had  far  higher  views.     Ihidn   ' 
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become  «  manof  fachreToIatioo  andconftaocy?  wheDce  is  dus? 
but  from  the  God  of  the  fpirtts  of  all  flefti,  who  now  flowed  itt 
|b  powerf oily  npoo  his  fpirit,  that  he  could  not  chafe  bnt  write ; 
and  when  he  bad  written,  had  no  more  power  to  akcr  what  he 
iiad  written,  than  he  had  to  refafe  to  write  it. 

Fourthly y  Herein  alfo  much  of  the  wifdom  xA  Pfovidenoe 
appeared,  in  cafting  the  ignominy  of  the  death  of  CbriA^  opon 
thoie  very  men,  who  ought  to  bear  it.  Pilate  was  moved  by 
diviDe  infilnft,  at  once  to  dear  Chrift,  and  accnie  them.  For 
\\  is  as  if  he  had  f aid, -yon  have  moved  me  to  crucify  yonr  kiag» 
I  have  crucified  him,  aud  now  let  the  ignominy  of  his  death  reft 
upon  your  heads,  who  have  extorted  this  from  me.  He  is  righ* 
teous,  the  crime  is  not  his  but  yours. 

Ffthly,  and  laftly.  The  providence  of  God  wonderfully  dtf- 
covered  itlelf  (as  before  was  noted)  in  fixing  this  title  to  the 
crpfs  of  Chrift,  when  there  was  fo  great  a  confluence  of  all  ibrts 
of  people,  to  take  notice  of  it.  So  that  it  could  never  have 
|)een  more  advantai^eoufly  publifhed,  than  it  was  at  this  time. 
$0  that  we  may  &y.  How  wonderful  are  the  works  of  GodI 
^*  His  ways  arc  in  the  (ca,  his  paths  in  the  great  deeps;  bis 
^*  footfteps  are  not  known :"  His  providence  hath  a  prolpeft 
beyond  the  underftandii^gs  of  all  creatures. 

Inference  - 1 .  Hence  it  fdlows.  That  the  Providence  efmtr  G94 
^an^  and  often  doth  over^ruk  the  counfels  and  aStums  cf  the  loerjt 
ef  men  to  his  ovm  glory. 

It  can  (erve  itfeltby  them  that  oppofe  it,  and  bring  about  th^ 
glory  and  honour  of  Chrifl,  by  thofe  very  men,  and  means,  wMch 
are  defigoed  to  lay  it  in  the  duf>.  **  Surely  the  wratb  of  maa 
*'  fhall  praife  thee,"  Pfalmlxxvi.  10.  The  Jews  thought  when 
they  crowned  Chrift  with  thorns,  bowed  the  knee,  and  mod&ed  , 
him,  led  him  to  Golgotha  and  crucified  him ;  that  now  the^ad 
Utterly  defpoiled  him  of  ail  his  kiugly  dignities  :  and  yet  eves 
there,  he  is  poodaimed  a  king.  Thus  the^ifperiion  of  the  JeWs 
iipon  the  death  of  Stephen,  fpread  the  gofpel  far  and  near, 
•*  For  they  went  every  where  preaching  the  word,'*  AQsviii.  4, 
Thus  Paul's  bonds  for  the  go§5cl,  fell  out  to  the  furtherance  oS 
the  gofpel,  PhiL  1.  12.  O,  the  depth  of  Divine  Wifdom  I  to 
propagate  and  eftablifh  the  intereft  of  Jefus  Chrift,  by  thoie  very 
Oceans  that  leem  to  import  its  deflruflion:  That  extrad^s  a 
medicine  out  of  poiibn !  How  great  a  fupport  fhould  this  be  to 
the  faith  of  God's  people !  When  alF  things  fectn  to  run  crofs 
|o  their  hopes  and  happinefs !  **  Let  Ifraei  therefore  hope  In  tfa^ 
5<  l^rd,  for  with  the  Lord  there  is  mcrcy^  and  *rt^ith  bim  ^ 


*•  ,pienteoiis.rcdeflipt«>o/*  Pfal.  cxxjc*  7.  (%.  €,)  He  is  oeVwat 
A  lofs  for  meaos,  to  promote  aod  i'ervc  his  own  cads. 

Inference  2.  Hence  likewife  it  follows.  That  l;he  greatefifer^ 
wees  performed  to  Chri/i  accidentally ^  and  tmd^fignedly ;  Jball 
never  be  accepted  nor  rewarded  cf  God.  Pilate  did  Chriil  aa 
eminent  piece  of  ieryiqe.  He  did  that  for  Cbclil,  that  not  ooijb 
,of  his  own  difciples  at  that  time  duril  do ;  and  yet. this  fervice 
^as  not  accepted  of  God,  becaufe  he  did  it  not  defigoedly  for 
his  glory,  but  from  the  mere  over-ruiings  of  providence.        ^ 

If  ther^  be  firft  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted,  according  to 
what  a  man  hath,  faith  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  viii.  12.  The  eytp  ^ 
0f  God  is  firft  and  mainly  upon  the  will ;  if  that  be  fincere  and 
right  for  God,  fmall  things  will  be  accepted ;  and  if  not,  the 
:greate{t  fliall  be  abhorred.  So  i  Cor.  ix.  17.  If  I  do  this  thing 
:(i.  e,)  (preach  the  gofpel)  willingly,  1  have  a  reward;  but  tf 
againif  my  will,  a  difpeniation  is  .committed  to  me,  q.d»  If  I 
upbn  pure  principles  of  faith  and  love,  from  my  heart,  de- 
ligning  the  glory  of  God»  and  delighting  to  promote  it  by  my 
^inifiry,  do  chearfully  and  willingly  apply  myielf  to  the  preacb- 
'ipg  of  the  golpel,  I  (hall  have  acceptance  and  reward  with  God : 
but  if  my  work  be  a  burden  to  roe,  and  the  fervice  of  Qod  e-. . 
il^eeined  as  a  bondage,  why  then  providence  may  ufe  me  for  the 
idifpenfing  of  the  gofpel  to  others,  but  I  myfelf  fliall  lofe  both 
reward  and  comfort..  As  it  doth  not  excule  my  An,  that  God 
can  bring  glory  to  bimfelf  xDiit  of  it ;  fo  neither  doth  it  juflify 
an  adion  that  God  hath  pfaife  and  honour  accidentally  by  ir. 
Panl  knew^  that  even  the  ilrife  and  envy  in  which  fome  preached 
Chrift,  ihould  turn  to  his  falvation ;  and  yet  he  was  not  at  all 
beholden  to  them  for  promoting  his  falvation  that  way.     So  ^ 

Pilate  here  promotes  the  honour  of  Jefus  Chriit  to  whom  he 
had^no  Iqfc,  and  whofe  glory  he  did  not  at  all  de%n  in  this 
thing ;  and  therefore  hath  neither  acceptance  noTreward  with 
God. 

O  therefore,  whatever  you  do  for  Chrift,  do  it  heartily,  de- 
ifignedly,  for  his  glory ;  of  aready  and  willing  mind ;  with  pur^  , 
and  fincere  aims  at  his  glory  :  for  this  is  that  the  Lord  mor« 
re^eAs,  than  the  greateft  fervices  by  accident. 

Inference  3.  Would  not  Pilate  recede  from  what  he  had  wrlt- 
Icn  on  Chrift's  behalf?  H(nu  fbameful  a  thing  is  it  forChrifli^ 
ms  to  retraS  what  they  have  faid  or  done  on  ChrifVs  behalf  f 
When  Pilate  bad  afTerted  him  to  be  king  of  the  Jews,  he  main- 
lains  his  aflertion,  aod  all  the  importunity  of  CbriA's  enemies 
fliall  not  miove  him  an  hair's  breadth  from  it.  "  What  I  have. 
^}  written,  I  h^ve  written/'  ^.  d^  \  have  laid  it^  and  1  will  Hot 
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revoke  it.  Did  PUate  fay,  **  What  I  have  writteo,  I  have,writ- 
*•  ten  :*•  And  ihall  not  we  fay.  What  we  have  believed,  wc 
have  believed :  and  what  we  have  profefled,  we  have  profefled. 
What  we  have  engaged  to  Chrift,  we  have  engaged.  We  wiH 
ftand  to  \iFhac  we  have  done  for  him ;  we  will  never  recant  our 
former  ownings  of,  and  appearances  for,  Chrift. 

At  God's  eledion,  fo  your  profeffion  mnftbe  irrevocable. 
O  let  him  that  is  holy  be  holy  flill.  That  coanfel  given  by  a 
reverend  divine  in  this  cafe,  is  both  fafe  and  good.  '^  Be  fure 
•*•  (laith  he)  you  ftand*  on  good  ground,  and  then  .refolvc  to 
**  ftand  your  ground  againft  all  the  world.  Follow  God,  and 
«*  fear  not  men.  Art  thou  godly  !  repent  not  whatlbever  thy 
*'  religion  coft  diee.  Let  iinners  repent,  but  let  not  faints  re- 
**  pent.  Let  faints  repent  of  their  faults,  but  not  of  their  £uth : 
^*  Of  their  iniquities,  but  not  of  their  righteoufnefs.  Repent 
**  not  of  your  righteoufnefs,  left  you  afterward  repent  of  your 
"  repentance. — Repent  not  of  your  zeal,  or  your  forwardnefs» 
•'  or  aftivity  in  the  holy  ways  of  the  Lbrd.— ^Wifh  not  your- 
**  felves  a  ftep  farther  back,  or  a  cubit  lower  in  your  fiatore, 
'*  in  the  grace  of  God.  AVifh  not  any  thing  undone,  concerop 
"  ing  which  God  will  fay,  Well  done," 

In  Galen's  time  it  was  a  proverbial  expreflion,  when  any  one 
would  (hew  the  impoffibility  of  a  thing ;  you  may  as  foon  tiira 
a  Chriftian  fromXhrift  as  do  it. 

A  true  heart-choice  of  Chrift  is  without  referves,  and  what  k 
without  referves,  will  be  without  repentance.  There  is  a.  ft  iff* 
nefs  and  ftoutnefs  of  fphrit  which  is  our  fin.  But  this  is  our  glo-  ^ 
ry,  in  the  matters  of  God,  faith  Luther,  I  affume  this  title,  Cecb 
nuliif  "  I  yield  to  none  :'*  If  ye  be  hot  and  cold,  ofF  and  6n  ; 
profefs,  and  retract  your  profeffion.  He  that  condemned  Chrift 
with  his  lips,  will  condemn  you  by  his  examplci  Refolute  PK 
late  ftiall  be  your  judge. 

Inference  4,  Did  Pilate  affix  fuch  an  honourable,  vindicating 
title  to  the  crofs  ?  T/ren  tke  crofs  of  Chrift  is  a  dignified  trofs. 
Then  the  crofs  and  fufFerings  of  Chrift  are  attended  with  glory 
4ttd  honour.  Remember  when  your  hearts  begin  to  ftartic  at 
thefufteriDgs  and  reproaches  of  Chrift,  there  is  an  honourable  ti- 
de upon  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  And  as  it  was  upon  his,  fo  it  will 
be  upon  your  crofs  alfo,  if  ye  fufFer  for  Chrift.  Mofes  faw  it,  which 
made  himefteem  the  very  reproaches  of  Chrift,  above  all  the  trea- 
furcs  of  Egypt,  Heb.  xi.  26.  How  did  the  martyrs  glory  in  their 
fufferings  for  Chrift !  calling  their  chains  of  iron»  chains  of  gold ; 
and  their  manacles^  bracelets  ? 


•  ^      ■     '  •  "V 
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1  remember  it  is  ftoried  of  *  Ludovicus  Marfs^  \      3^^ 

France,  that  when  he,  with  fivers  pther  ChrUU/     ^  1?^\  ^^  * 
or  rank  and  degree  ia  the  world,  were  coadem^      ^  ^  ^  ^'^^ 
Jigion,  and  the  jaylor  had  bound  them  with  ch^  *^  *-  S  ^* 

bind  him,  being  a  more  honourable  pcrfoa  thar  -    - 

offended  greatly  by  that  omiflioo,  and  laid,   'j' 
**  honour  me  with  a  chain  for  Chrift  alfo,  aaRr^.*..,..,^^ 
"<  knight  of  that  illuftrioos  order  V\  '* 

♦*  To  you  (faith  the  apoftle)  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Chrift, 
'<  not  only  to  believe,  but  alio  to  fuffcr  for  his  fake,"  Phil.i*  29. 
There  is  a  tworfold  honour  attending  the  crofs  of  CbriA :  one  in 
the  very  fuffcrings  themfelves  ;  another,  as  the  reward  and  frok 
<fi,  them.  To  be  called  out  to  faficr  for  Chrift,  is  a  great  ho* 
oour.  Yea,  an  honour  peculiar  to  the  faintst  The  damned  faf- 
fer  from  Chrift,  the  wicked  fufier  for  fheir  fins*  The  angels 
glorify  Chrift  by  their  aftive,  but  not  by  their  paflive  obedi- 
ence.    This  is  referved  as  a  fpecial  honour  for  faints. 

.And  as  there  is  a  great  deal  of  honour  in  being  called  forth  to 
fiifTer on  Chrift's account;  fo  Chrifl  will  confer  fpecial  honour 
upon  his  fufiering  faints,  in  the  day  of  their  reward.  Mat.  x# 
32.  <^  tie  that  confeftes  me  before  men,  hkn  will  I  confefs  alfb 
•*  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.*'  O  Sirs,  one  of  thcfe 
days  the  Lord  will  break  out  of  heaven,  with  a  fhout,  accom- 
panied with  myriads  of  angels,  and  ten  tboufands  of  his  faints, 
thofe  glittering  courtiers  of  heaven.  The  heatens  and  earth  (hall 
flame  and  melt  before  him ;  and  it  fhall  be  very  tempefluous 
round  about  him ;  the  graves  fliall  ppen,  the  iea  and  earth 
£hall  yield  up  their  dead. .  You  fhall  fee  him  afcending  the  aw- 
ful throne  of  judgment,  and  all  flefh  gathered  before  his  face; 
even  multitudes,  multitudes  that  no  man  can  number.  And 
then  to  be  brought  forth  i)y  Chrift  before  that  great  aftembly 
of  angels  and  faints:  and  thei;e  to  -have  an  honourable  mentioa 
and  remembrance  made  of  your  labours,  and  fufFerings,  yo^r 
pains,  patience,  and  felf-denial,  of  all  your  fufFerings,  and  lofl^ 
for  Chrifl;  and  to  hear  from  his  mouth,  fVell done , go^d and 
faithful fervant  i  O  what  honour  is  this  !  Yet  this  ftiall  be  done 
to  the  man  that  now  chafes  fufFerings  for  Chrift,  rather  than  fm : 
That  ejleems  his  npr^aches  greater  riches  than  tie  trea/ures  cf 
Egypt. 

I  lell  you,  it  is  aa  honour  the  angels  haveoot*    I  make  no 
doubt,  but  they  would  be  glad,  (had  they  bodies  of  flefh  as  we 

*  Cur  me  mn  quoque  torque  donas,  et  illuflrls  tUius  ordim* , 
mlitcm  tton  sreasf    Thuan.  Hill. 
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have),  vi)^f  their  Decks  on  the  block  for  Chrift.  Bat  this  U 
the  laiots  peculiar  privilege.  The  apo{\les  went  away  from  the 
council  rejoicing,  that  they  ivere  honoured  to  be  di/bonoured  for 
Chrift  :  Or,  as  we  tranflatc  it  f,  **  counted  worthy  to  fuficr  (hame 
'*  for  him,"  Aft$  v.  4 1.  Surely,  if  there  be  2Xijftigmata  laudis, 
**  marks  of  honour,"  they  arcfuch  as  we  receive  for  Chrift's  iake. 
If  there  be  any  (hame  that  hath  glory  in  it,  it  is  the  reproacb  of 
Chrift,  and  the  ftiamc  you  fufFcr  for  his  name. 

Inference  J.  Did  Pilate  fo  ftiffly  afTcrt  and  defend  the  honour 
of  Chrift  f  IVhat  douht  can  then  he  made  of  the  fuccefs  <f  Chrift:' s 
wtereji,  and  the  profperity  of  his  caufe ;  when  the  very  enemies 
thereof  are  made  to  ferve  it  ? 

Rather  than  Chrift  (hall  want  honour,  Pilate  the  aian  that 
condemned  him,  (hall  do  him  hoaour.  And  as  it  fared  with  bis 
peribn,  juft  fo  with  his  intereft  alfo.  How  often  have  the  peo- 
ple of  God  received  mercies,  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies  \ 
Rev.  xii.  16.  **  The  earth  helped  the  woman,*'  u  e.  wicked  mea 
did  the  church  fervice.  So  that  this  may  (ingularly  relieve  us  a«> 
gainfi  allour  defpondencies  and  fears  of  the  mifcarriage  of  the  in- 
tereft of  Chrift. 

That  people  can  never  be  ruined,  who  thrive  by  their  loffes ; 
conquer  by  being  conquered  ;  multiply  by  being  dimini(hed : 
Whofe  worft  enefnies  are  made  to  do  that  for  them,  which 
friends  cannot  or  dare  not  do.  See  you  a  Heathen  Pilate  pro* 
claiming  the  honour  and  innocency  of  Chrift ;  God  will  noc 
want  infh-utnent^  to  honour  Chrift  by.  If  others  cannot,  his 
very  enemies  (hall. 

inferevce  6.  Did  Pilate  vindicate  Chrift  in  drawing  up  fach 
a  title  to  be  affixed  to  his  (Jrofs  ?  then  hence  it  follows.  That 
Cod  wiil,  fooner  or  latere  clear  up  the  innocency  and  integrity  ^ 
his  people,  who  commit  their  caufe  to  him.^  Chrift's  name  was 
clouded  with  many  reproaches  ;  wounded  through  and  through, 
hy  the  blafphemous  tongues  of  his  malicious  enemies.^  He  com- 
mitted himielf  to  him  that  judgcth  righteoufly,  1  Pet.  ii,  23., 
and  fee  how  foon  God  vindicates  him.  That  is  fweet  and  ita* 
fonable  coiinfel  for  us,  when  our  names  are  clouded  with  unjuft 
ccnforcs,  Pfal.  xxxvil  j,  6.  **  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord  ; 
**  truft'alfo  in  him,  and-  he  .(hall  bring  it  to  pafs.  He  (hail 
"  bring  forth  thy  righteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  thy  judgment 
**  as  the  noon  day.*'  Jofeph  was  accufedpf  incontincncy ;  Di- 
vid  of  treafon;  Daniel  of  difobedience  ;  Elijah  of  troubling  If^ 
rael ;  Jeremiah  of  revolting ;  Amos  of  preaching  agaiaft  the 


lUing ;  fte  Atxitltes  tif  fedUion,  rfebeHioto,  and  alwraricmor  ltw% ; 
ClH-ill  hitAfeif  6f  gluttofty,  fefccry,  ttaiphetty,  feditidtt  :  bnt 
Abw  diil  all  thefe  fccMiout^bte  ttitixcs  wade  om  6f  ihclr  reproadi- 
t5fe>  its  the  fm  -but  of  a  dbod  !  God  dcared  lip  their  houxynt 
fer  theA  tveti  In  this  Wdrfd.  **  Slaudert  (faith  one)  are  btit  as 
*^  foa{),  v^hkh  thottgh  It  foih  and  daubs  for  *e  prtfebt,  yet  it 
♦*  hel^s^oiAakethegarfliettttftoretfeanatidfhitilag."  **Wlieil 
**  halt  «  (haten,  it  comes  the  thicker,  and  with  atiew  increafe : 
•*  fo  MAxth  the  raXof  rf  iDe^ftrt-e  hath  (faith  *  dm.)  made  your' 
•'  beads  bane,  aad  bn^oghton  the  baldoeftt>f  reproach,  be  not 
**  difcotrr^ged,  God  hath  a  titne  to  bHng  for*  your  righteour- 
**  nefs  as  the  light,  by  aa  apparetit  tOA^^i^oo^  to  daZzW  ^tsd 
•*  difcourage  your  adverfaries.*' 

The  world  was  well  changed,  when  Codllantine  kiffed  the 
hollow  of  Paphotttitis*s  eye,  which  was  ere  while  put  ojut  fat 
Chrift,  Scorn  and  reproach  is  but  a  little  cloud,  that  is  fooa 
blown  over.  But  fuppofe  ye  (hould  not  be  vindicated  in  this 
l^orld,  but  t!ie  utidtr  a  cloud  upon  your  names ;  be  fure  God 
will  clear  it  up,  and  that  to  pur pofe,  tn  that  great  day.  Thea 
(hall  the  righteous,  (even  in  this  refpeA),  (hine  forth  as  the  fun» 
in  1^  idnj^Dm  of  their  father.  ^Tbea  «very  detraditt^  mowSi 
ihoJ!  be  ilt)f»^ed,  and  no  nrore  cruel  urr^w^  of  itproadi  QiOit  at 
the  white  oif  your  reptttatioti. 

Be  patient  therefore,  my  brethreiB>  «lKo  the  <oitoi«tg  bf  the 
Lord.  •<  The  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thoufands  of  his  faints,  to 
**  execute jtidgHi^nt  upon  aHi  and  to  coimBce  all  that areungcd- 
*'  ly,^  all  their  UDig<2Kily  deede^  whkli  they  haV!e«agddly  com- 
^!  mitted.  A^  of  aU  their  hand  fpeecbes  which  ungodly  iki* 
.**  nert  hate  fpoken aglufift  falsa,"  |ade  14,  15.  Theil  AhII 
chey  nstra^  iheir  Oenf«iire&,  and  alter  their  opinions  taf  the  fstftts* 
if  ChdA  will  be  our  Gompurgat«r*  wc  need  not  fear  who  ard 
our  accufers*  If  your  names,  for  >his  fake,  be  caft  out  aa  «vil, 
and  fpursed  t4  the  dirt;  Chrift  will  deliver  it  ycM  SgatA  in 
tfaat  day  <^iter  than  the  feow  in  Saimoa. 

fi^enmce  7.  I>id  Pilate  ^ve  this  title  tocaft  the  fepfoftoh  of 
hk  deat^  upon  the  Jews»  iod  dear  hitnfelf  of  it  f  Jit^w  mt4»yiit 
it  it  Uimm  U  tranrftr  th  fadt  tf  thtxr  mm  d^ntfmii  tikim* 
/elves  to  others  F  For  when  he  writes.  This  is  the  King  of  th^ 
^rms^  he  whoiiy  charges  them  with  iftc  crittc  of  crlieifyifig 
their  king  f  :  and  it  is  as  if  he  had  faid,  Hti^s^  let  the  bla«aie 

*  Matittrft  on  Jaine^,  p.  ii^, 

t  Betatift  yeu  dcilted  tibat  t  Ihould  eradfy  your  kui|»  I  haHe 

VoL^i,  Aaa  CTttciSed 
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aod  fanlt  qF  rliis  a^ion  lie  who]ly  upon  yonr  heads,  who  haTc 
•  brought  the  guilt  of  his  blood  upon  ydurfelves  aod  children. 

I  am  clear,  you  have  extorted  it  from  me.  O  where  (hall 
we  Hod  a  fpirit  io  ingenuous,  to  take  home  to  itfelf  the  (hame 
of  its  own  anions,  and  charge  itfelf  freely  with  its  own  guilt  X  > 
Indeed  it  is  the  property  of  renewed,  gracious  hearts  to  remem* 
ber,  confefs,  and  freely  bewail  their  own  evils,  to  the  glory  of 
God :  and  that  is  a  gracious  heart  indeed,  which  in  this  cale 
judgeih,  that  the  glory,  which  by  confeffion,  goeth  to  the  name 
of  his  God,  is  not  To  much  glory  loft  to  his  own  name,  but  it  is 
the  power  of  grace  moulding  our  proud  natures  into  another 
thing,  that  mull  bring  them  to  his. 

SERMON     XXVm. 

Opens  the  Manner  of  Christ's  Death,  io  rclpeftof 
the  folitarinefe  thereof. 

Zech.  xiii.  7.  Jwake^  O.fword  againjl  my  Jbepherd^  and  tf» 
gair^  the  man  that  is  my  fello'w^  faith  the  Lord  xf  hqfts ; 
fmite  the  (hepherd^  and  the  fheep  jball  be  fcattered  i  and  I 
will  turn  mine  hand  upon  tie  little  ones. 

IN  the  former  fermons,  we  ha^e  opened  the  nature  aod  kind 
of  the  death  Chrift  died ;  even  the  curfed  death  of  the  crois. 
'  "Wherein,  nevcrthelcfs  his  innooency  was  vindicated,  by  that 
.honourable  title  providentially  affixed  to  his  crofs.    Method 
now  requires  that  .we  take  into  confideration  the  manner  in 
which  he  endured  the  crofs,  and  that  was  folitarifyf  meekly ^  and 
inftru6iively. 

His  folitude  in  fuiFering  is  plainly  exprefled  in  this  icripturc 
now  before  us,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  the  prophet  in  this 
^  place  fpeaks  of  Chrift,  if  you  conflder  Mat.  xxvi.  31.  where 
you  ftiall  find  thefe  words  applied  to  Chrift  by  his  own  accommo- 
dation of  them.  *'  Thenfaid  Jefus  unto  them,  all  ye  (hall  be  offto- 

erucified  hira ;  the  ignominy  (hall  henceforth  be  yours,  who  extort- 
ed this  from  me.     Calv.  on  Matth,.  xxvii.  27. 

X  For  faints  when  their  hearts  are  renewed,  are  not  aftamed,  by 
repentance,  to  acknowledge  their  ignominious  faults  aod  ignominy, 
to  the  glory  of  God :  nothing  is  lolt  to  us,  which  redounds  to  his 
;  honour.     Brightvian  en  Cant$ 
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^  ded  becaufo  of  me  this  night,  for  it  is  written,  I  will  fmite  the 
*«  fticpherd,  and  the  (heep  (hall  be  fcattcred."  Befides,  the  title" 
here  given  [God's  fellow]  is  too  big  for  any  creatore  in  heaven 
<x  earth  befides  Chrift. 

In  thele  words  we  have  four  things  particularly  to  confidcr. 
Fir  ft  ^  The  commiffion  given  to  the  fword  by  the  Lord  of  hofts; 
Secondly^  The  perfon  againtt  whom  it  is  commiffionated*    Third-  • 
ly.  The  difmal  cfFcft  of  that  ftroke.    Fmrthfy,  and  kftly^  The; 
jgracbus  mitigation  of  it. 

.  Firft^  The  commiffion  given  to  the  fword  by  the  -Lord  of  hofts, ' 
"  Awake,  O  fword  and  fmite,  faith  the  Lord  of  liofts."  The 
Lord  of  hofts»  at  whoie  beck  and  command  all  the  creatures 
are.  Who,  with  a  word  of  his  mouth,  can  open  all  the  armories 
in  the  world,  and  command  what  weapons  and  inAruments  of 
death  he  pleafeth,  calls  here  for  the  fword;  not  the  rod,  gently 
to  chaften ;  but  the  fword  to  deftroy.  The  rod  breaks  no 
bones,  but  the  fword  opens  the  door  to  death  and  deftrudionr 
The  Arokes  and  thrufts  of  the  fword  are  mortal :  and  he  bids 
it  awake.  It  fignifics  both  <<  to  rouze  up,"  as  one  that  awakes 
out  of  fleep,  and  ^<  to  rouze,  or  awake  with  triumph  and  re- 
**  jotcing."  So  the  fame  word  is  rendred.  Job  xxxi.  29.  Yea, 
he  commands  it  **  to  awake  and  fmite*."  And  it  is  as  if  the 
Lord  had  iaid,  come  forth  of  thy  fcabbard,  O  fword  of  judice, 
thou  haft  been  hid  there  a  long  time,  and  baft,  as  it  were,  been 
afleep  in  thy  fcabbard,  now  awake  and  glitter,  thou  fhalt  drink 
royal  blood,  fuch  as  tbou  never  ihed'ft  before. 

Secondly,  The  perfon  agatnft  whom  it  is  commiffionated, 
"  my  (hepherd,  and  the  man  that  is  my  fellow  f."  This  fliep- 
herd  can  be  no  other  than  Chrift,  who  is  often  in  fcripture  ftil- 
ed  «*  a  Shepherd,  yea,  the  chief  Shepherd,  the  Prince  of  pa- 
'  *♦  ftors."  Who  redeemed,  feeds,  guidei,  and  preferves  the  iiock 
of  God's  eled;  \  Pet.  v.  4.  John  x.  1 1 .  This  is  he  whom -he 
alfb  OlWcs  the  man  his  felhw  %,  Ov  his  neighbour,  as  ibme> 
render  it.  And  fo  Chrift  isj  in  refpcft  of  his  equality  and  uni^  ^ 
ty  with  the  Father,  both  in  eflence  and  will.  His  next  neighs 
bour.  His  other  fclf.  You  have  the  fenfe  of  it  in  Phil,  ii.  6, 
He  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought  it  no  robbery  to  bee* 
q^ual  with  God. 

Aaaz 

*  ID  J  Evigilavity  fufcitavtt.     Buxtorf*  .  ' 

f  Pajioram  vocat  Chrijiuniy  <Bp;^<5r«^jF«,  animarumnojirarum. 
P.  Par, 
'  t  <^y 3  ^/I'DV  ^'  A/^''  virum  preximum  meutiu    Mpotanus^ 


Aga^  Qhr»iM9f<Uow»  bisoext  M«|iHMir,  tka  dvigbtof 
I^  fo«l»  the  fvnord  here  rcesivM  itsi  caiaiBiffiiKi. 

TUrdl^f  Yqo  btve  here  ibp  difai^  qaifei|«ani  af  thift  ckaii^ 
ly  ftroke  upon  the  (hephcrd.  And  that  i&  die  fcsttcriog  €rf  ihi 
ibeep.  B3P  tile  fliecyi  no^rAimd*  bera;  tWt  Bitl*  fl»diL,  the 
dUciple9»  which  foilowed  this  fiurpberd  tilt  ht  waafMtteQ,  (i.  r) 
apprehended  b^r  bi9  efi0neuei»  aod  tbey  tvtie  fcaitared,  {k  r.) 
difperied,  they  9U  forfisok  bim  and  ied.  And  fbCbnft  W9| 
left  alone,  amtdft  his  enemies.  Not  one  dnr A  meikfi  a  fUad  tof 
him,  or  ovt  bim  in  that  how  o(  hit  danger* 

Fourthly ^  and  /4^(k»  Here  ia  a  graciooa  miiigitiaai  of  ibis  lacT 
diperfit)!!,  **  I  wiU  torn  my  handapoo  tbeKitlomas."  By  IMa 
ones  he  metns  the  fame  that  bofeve  he  called  (hacpi  b«t  cha 
expFcfitQA  is  defignedly  ?afied»  to  fitcur  their  feeUwafa  and 
weaki^ii^*  which  appeared  ia  tbaiir  lebpfs  from  Cbsift»  iind  hf 
turn  tog  bis  liand  upon  tbeiii»  oadarftaad  6od%  gtackuas  ro^ 
du(5>toQ,  and  gatheriag  of  tbasn  again  after  dMir  iad  diiipcrfiaa^ 
fo  thai  they  fhalioot  he  k^»  thovigh  firat^cred  for  th^prdeait* 
Far  after  the  Lord  ws^fr  rifan,  be  went  beforr  tbeai  into  Galeae, 
as  hepffomifcd>  Mat*  x&tt  31.  And  gathered  thftra  again  bf 
a  gracious  hand«  fa  A.at  noft  c«!ie  of  tbam  vna  kift  but  tbir  £boc^ 
pirdirion. 

Vht  words  tbas  opmed»  i  ftuill  obftrve,  feiiably  la  ^  «»« 
t|lig41  bavaptopoftcL 

Doft.  That  Chrifi't  itAT^  frimh  fmfi^  mAkfihim  abm, 
in  t^  iim  cfbit  gnaiifUfir^  anJk  da^^r. 

TMs  doftrtuo  ooniaiftiQg  only  mat^  of  ftA,  and  li^t  alfti  fit 
platnly  <feiive(ed  by  the  pent  of  the  iateral&itl^nl  £?fto^iiftt» 
I  iia«id  fpend  OQ  loager  tine  in  the  proc^of  it,  than  to  refer  yoa 
tat  the  feireral  tediaaoDtes  thoy  have  givan  to  it.  B^t  I  fhatt 
rather  chufa  to  fit  and  prepare  U  for  ufe^  by  aKplainlag  theft 
four  queliioas*  / 

Fiifi^,  Who  were  the  (haep  tbat  ^veio  ftattafad  front  di^ 
fbepberd>  \xA  left  ^m^  afea»?  . 

S$comll%  What  evij  was  ib^rQ  to  tlw  thair  featterbig ? 

Thirdly^  What  were  the  grounds  and  caufes  of  U  ? 

Foufthfyj  and  lafify^  What  was  the  ifltie  ^nd  event  of  it  ? 

^kfif  Who  were  tbefc  fliecp  that  were  difperfed  and  fcattei'- 
cdfrom  their  ^epherd  wbe¥^be  was&w^teo.  lti$a«*ntthey 
vrart  tbQ&  pKcioua  ale^  (qiAi  tbat  bt  bad  gatbare^  to  bimfelf, 
^vbo  bad  long  followed  bim,  and  dearly  loved  him,  and  wera 
dandy  bdovedo^bln^    Tbay  warap^HSu^  (ba«  h«d  k^  ^aa4 


I        Irilowcd  him.  Skv4%  \^  tb^t  (iqoie^  faUb&iUy  CQatinneiiJ  ^\tk  biqi 
in  his  tcmptatioDS,  Luke  xxii.  28.'    A«4  were  all re(6lvf4  fe  tg^ 
\       49>i  though  th4^y  (houLd  4^  Mii^  hm^  M^^  x^fi^  35:.    tWc 
I        W^pe  the  pc^ioofK  ,  ' 

I        5^qii#»  ^***  v^'^^  <i^y  ^  g^  '*  *i*«*^'  ^w^  •  *^w  *^ 

I  ind^d  Akfc  fvithfpUy  to  hiia^  ]Sp«  they  all  fiorfook  bim  ^q4 
i  ftpd.  Tfeefc  ihecp  w^re  fi;^tQeje4*  Tbia  wa^  par  iAd#€d  » tptj^it 
I  ^d  &»ai  9|>oft4f;y«  tb^  is  tt\e  fall^oper  tu  ih^  hy^c^iicei  the 
I       towporary  Miaii^^»  wko,  liHe  a  cQ«it<,  ^^jpires  w ben  t^^t  ejarthlf 

vmi^  U  ip€»t  th%t  Ri^mtaiqcd  ^  i3^^«  fctf  ^  uqii«, 
j  Tbefc  were  ft>r$  fi?|€id  m  their  ocb,  thQ«gU  clwded  wi  o^mih 

I  c;%ft  fcr  *  tiwi.  T Wa  vw  bm;  a  mift  of  fag,  whjcb  av«»rprf a<h 
i  t^  e^th  ia  ib^  9|oriiiDg  UU  tb^  ibft  b4|  HfcR,  aad  (ben  ]|  ^ar$. 
,  op^  a»d  {proves  «  fair  day.  B^t  tbough  it  Wi^»  ooc  a  tQt4  a«d 
I  6mX  apoftacy  %  yc;^  it  9fm  a  ^cry  fiafpl  and  fad  reUfie  f^cmi  J^fqs . 
Chrift,  as  will  appear  by  cpufideiring  ib«  foll^wvifig  aggravatWfti 
I        agbd  (^WcwiftanQ^  of  il.    fgr, 

j  Fi^f  ThU  fdapfcof  tbcir*  w^g  agaiftft  the.  v^ry  zxtUk%  af 

I       agFi»ei^^t,  wUch  ibf ¥  had  fi^al^d  t<^  Qhr Ift  at  their  iirft  a4mi(^ 
,       f](»  iatQ  his  ik-Ticft ;  be  had  told  tj^m,  ia  thQ  begioaiog,  what 
I       thfry  9^Qft  rofplve  opoa,  I^wkc  xiv.  a6,  27.    *•  Ifany  oiaQ  ^o^a 
**  tome,  aod  hat^not  his  father  a»d  mother,  as^d  wif^^^  apd 
I        *'  childroft,  aiid  breihreo,  and  fiftcrs^  yeo,.^  bii  own  Ufe alfcH 
*<  he  oaanpt  bei  my  <tifcipie.    And  whofgever  doch  teiQi  bear  \m 
**  qrofey  ai¥i(;oiDQ  after  «ae.^  c^aot  h^itiy  difciple.**  Accordii^g* 
I       If  they  fubmitted  to  the&  tcriQs,  ^d  told  him  they  had  left 
all  and  followed  hto>  Mark  x.  2$;    Agai^ft  tbi^  engageimox 
nmde  to  Qbrift,  they  noW  fin.    Her^  was  unfaithfulnefa« 
I  Sec^dfyt  A»  it  V'as  ^gaioft  the  very  tertns  of  tb^ir  adiKiiffon, 

fo  it  wa$  agaitUt  the  very  prim^pks  of  grace  implanted  by  Chrhl 
1^  their  hisarta.  Tbey  wcire  holy  (anOified  periods,  in  wbwi 
dwelt  th^  liQve  avd  fear  of  Gqid^  By  thefe  they  Wfrt  d^oag]^ 
iocljQed  to  aidhe^  to  Chrift,  hi  the  tim^  qf  )\\%  fuffering$,  as 
appears  by  thofe  hone(i  re&lves  they  had  I9^  in  tht  caie.. 
Their  grace  ftro^gly  inclined  them  totbeir  dqty,  their  corrup- 
tions flayed  them  the  contrary  way,  Grace  bid  tbetn  Oaod.  cor- 
ruptioa  b^  them  fly.  Grace  told  them  jt  wa^i  their  dqty,  to 
(hare  in  the  fufferings,  as  well  as  in  the  glory  of  Chrift.  Car*/ 
rvptieq  repreieHted  thefe  fniferings  as  intoi^rable,  and  bid  th^m 
(hift  for  tbeiBielves  M'hUft  thqy  might.  Sa  th^t  htr<  ipufl:  need; 
he  a  force  and  violence  offered  to  tlieir  Tight,  and  th^  loving 
c^flraints  thereof  ^  vhich  ia  t>p  finaU  evil. 

For  ihoBgh  I  grant  if  was  a  fudden,  furpri^lttg  temptaliiwit 
ft t  it  cawM  be  HHiigiM  tbfti  ^v^  &d  W4S  ^hoUy  4^iiber^if * 
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nor  that,  for  fi>  long  time,  they  were  without  aoy  debate  or 
^  reaiboiogs  about  their  daty. 

T/firdi/f  As  it  was  agaioft  their  own  prindples,  ib  it  waf 
mach  agaiuft  the  honour  of  their  Lord  and  maften  By  this 
their  finTul  flight  they  expoied  the  Lord  Jefus  to  the  contempt 
and  (corn  of  his  enemies. .  This  fome  conceive  is  imported  ia 
that  qneftion  which  the  high-pricft  aiked  him,  John  xviii.  19; 
**  The  high-prieft  then  aflced  Jefus  of  his  dilciples,  and  of  his 
**  dodrine."  He  aflced  him  of  his  difciples,  how  many  he  had, 
and  what  was  become  of  them  now  ?  And  what  was  the  reafoo* 
they  forfook  their  mafler,  and  left  him  to  ^ift  for  himfeif  when 
daager  appeared  ?  But  to  thofe  queflions  Chrift  made  no  reply. 
He  would  not  accufe  them  to  their  enemies,  though  they  had 
deferted  him.  But,  doubdefs,  it  did  not  a  little  reflsd  npoa 
Chrift,  that  there  was  not  one  of  all  his  friends  that  durft  owo- 
tfaeir  relation  to  him,  in  a  time  of  danger. 

Ftmrthfyf  As  it  was  againft  Chriil's  honour,  fo  it  was  againft 
their  own  folemn  promife  made  to  him  before  his  appreheniioo, 
to  live  and  die  with  him.  They  had  paffed  their  word,  and  giv- 
en their  promife  that  they  would  not  flinch  from  him.  Mat.  xxvi. 
35.  •*  Peter  faid  to  him,  though  I  fliould  die  with  thee,  yet  will- 
••  I  not  deny  thee.  Likewife  alfo  faid  all  the  difciples,'*  This 
niade  it  a  perfidious  relapfe.  Here  they  break  protniie  with 
Chrifl  who  never  did  b  with  them.  He  might  jiave  told  them 
when  he  met  them  afterwards  in  Galilee,  as  the  Roman  ibldier 
told  his  general,  when  he  refufed  his  petition  after  the  war  was 
ended,  /  did  notferveyou  fo  at  the  battle  ^Aftium, 

Fifthly^  As  it  was  againfl  their  foiemn  promife  to  Chrift,  fo 
it  was  againft  Chrifl's  heart-meking  expoftulations  with  them; 
which  (hould  have  abode  upon  their  hearts  while  they  lived. 
For  when  others  that  followed  him  went  back,  and  walked  no 
more  wiihliim,  Jefus  faid  to  thefe  very  men,  that  now  forfook 
him  at  laft,  will  ye  alfo  go  away  ?  There  is  an  emphafis  in  [ye] 
f.  d.  What,  ye  that  from  eternity  were  given  to  me  !  Ye  whom 
1  havecalled,  loved,  and  honoured  above  others,  for  whofe  (akes 
I  am  ready  and  refoived  to  die.  "  Will  ye  alfo  forfake  me  V 
j[ohn^  vi.  67.  Whatever  others  do,  I  expeft  other  things  from ' 
you.  _       - 

Sixthly^  As  it  wa;s  againft  Chrift's  heart-melting expoftulatioos 
with  them,  fo  it  was  againft  a  late  direful  example  prcfeiited  to 
them  in  the  fall  of  Judas.  In  him,  as  in  a  glafs,  they  might  fee 
Sow  fearful  a  thing  it  is  to  apoftatlze  from  Chrift.  They  ,had 
beard  Chrift*s  dreadful  threats  againft  him.  They  were  prefent 
when  he  called  him  the  fon  of  pcrdiiion,  John  xviii.  11.     Tbey! 
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had  heard  Chrift  to  fay  of  him,  **  Good  had  it  been  if  he  had  ne- 
/*  ver  been  born."  Anexpreffion  able  tofcarc  the  dcadefthcirt. 
They  faw  he  had  left  Chrift  the  eveiiiog  before.  And  that  very 
day;  in  which  they  fled,  he  hanged  himfelf.  ^nd  yet  they  fly. 
For  all  this  they  forlake  Chrift.    '■    ^ 

Seventhly y  As  it  was  againft  the  dreadful  warning  given  them   , 
in  the  fall  of  Judas,  fo  it  was  againft  the  law  of  love,  which  ftiould 
have  knit  them  clofer  to  Chrift,  and  one  another. 

If  to  avoid  the  prefent  ftiock  of  perfecution,  they  had  fled, 
yet  furely  they  ftiould  have  kept  together,  praying,  watcl;iing,ca- 
couraglng,  ^nd  ftrengthning  one  another.  This  had  made  it  a 
Jeffer  evil :  but  as  they  all  forfook  Chrift,  fo  they  forfook  one  a- 
'cother  alfo ;  for  it  is  faid,  John  xvi.  32.  "  They  ftiall  go  every 
'*  man  to  hii  own,  and  leave  Chrift  alone,"  (i.  e.  faith  Bcza)  c- 
vcry  mad  to*his  own  houfe,  and  to  his  own  bufinefs.  They  for- 
'fo6k  each  other,  as  well  as  Chrift.  O  what  an  hour  of  temptati- 
on was  this ! 

Eightiy,  And  laftly,  this  their  departure  from  Chrift,  was  ac- 
companied with  foitie  offence  at  Chrift.  For  fo  he  tells  them; 
Mat.  XXV!.  31.  **  All  ye  ftiall  be  offended  becaufeof  me  this  night.** 
The  word  isj  ffxu9l»Xt0n<rur$t,  you  ftiall  be  fcandalized  at  mc, 
or  in  me  ^.  Some  chink  the  fcandal  they  took  at  Chrift  was  this, 
that  when  they  faw  he  was  fallen  into  his  enemies  bands,  and 
could  no  longerdefend  himfelf ;  they  then  began  toqueftion  whc- 
.  ther  he  were  the  Chrift  or  no,  fince  he  could  not  defend  himfelf 
from  his  enemies.  Others,  more  rightly,  uuderftand  it  of  their 
ftiameful  flight  frdm  Chrift,  feeing  it  was  not  now  fafe  to  abide 
longer  with  him.  That  feeing  he  gave  himlclf  into  their  hands, 
■they  thought  it  advifeable  to  provide  as  well  as  they  could  for 
themfelves,  flnd,  fomewhere  or  other,  to  take  refuge  from  the 
'  prefent  ftorm,  which  had  overtaken  him*  This  was  the  nature 
and  quality  of  the  faft.     We  enquire. 

Thirdly,  Into  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  it.  Which  were 
three. 

Firfi,  God*s  fufpending  wonted  influences  and  aids  of  grace 
from  them.  Thy  were  not  Wont  to  do  fo.  They  never  did 
fo  afterwards.  They  would  not  have  done  (b  now,  had  there 
been  influences  of  power,  zeal,  and  love  from  heaven  upon  them. 
But  how    then  ftiould  Chrift   have  borne  the  heat  and  bur- 

*  N  '  ' 

*  They  thought,  either  that  he  was  not  the  Chrifl',  as  they  had 
hitherto  believed,  becaufe  he  could  not  defend  himfelf  from  his  e-    . 
n^mies,  or  that  it  was  not  advifeable,  for  his  fake,  to  expofe  them* 
felves  to  (he  hazard  of  death.    Pareur, 
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tfen  of  the  diy  ?  tit>^  (h<Mid  tie  tread  the  whie^-'pr^d  aloAe  f 
How  (hoald  hisronx)%sbiiV€  beeft  cxtretfte,  um»iX«d,  fuc»ur- 
1^  (las  it  behovied  thvM  toiMs)  if  they  hftd  ft«itk  ffeithfuU)^  id 
l)im  in  hi^  troubles  ?  N<),  bO,  it  maft  m>t  be  ^  Cbrift  tnofl  tiot 
have  the  lea  (I  relief  or  comfort  frott  ftoy  tre«tiif«  *  tHid  tfieki^- 
fbr^,  that  he^Hght  be  left  ah)tie,  to  S^'^PP^^  ^^  <o  ^^  ^ith 
Ih^  tff  *^h  of  God,  ttA  of  mcD ;  the  Lord  for  a  ti«e  lvith-ht>ldi 
his  encouraging,  ftrtr»gthttitig  itifliiettces  from  theiSa  ;  Atid  then^ 
like  S^ttpfoii,  when  he  h^  bfl  ^is  locks^  they  were  Weak  as  o 
nMher  met). 

*'  ht  fttotig  i(i  the  Lord,  aftd  la  thte  pti^ktt  of  hh  l^ght,^ 
fikith  the  apollle,  £ph.  ti,  lo  If  that  be  Wkh^held,  oar  tefdlntl** 
(»a$  and  purpofe^  melt  away  befot^  a  tef&)NitiOdy  «s  fi^ow  tidRonK 
the  f«o. 

tS^dHcl^^,  Ab  God  petttitted  tt,  lAd  with4ietd.  ttftial  ^{d  frdm 
ibe^ ;  fo  the  tfficaty  of  th«t  temptatioti  wa6  great,  yea,  tu^eh 
greater  than  ordinary.  As  they  were  weaker  than  they  wtre  rf* 
ed  to  be,  (b  the  temptatiolk  wus  ftf  ong^  thati  aoy  they  had  yet 
met  withal.  It  Is  tailed,  Lrtike  xxfi.  jj.  ••  Their  hoar  a&d  th€ 
**  power  of  darkttefe.**  A  fiftitig  winndmng  hmr,  ter.  45.  O  it 
^i^fc  a  black  sim!  cteudy  day.  Never  hkl  the  dilcipks  iiaet  tjuith 
jfech  a  whirKwtnd,  ftrth  a  fario^*  ftoTtti  before.  IThe  De^lde<^ 
fired  b\it  to  hatt  tfie^tvihtiowfegrf  them  ift  that  day,  and  foMvo^ 
have  fifted  aod  WtMOWed  thetu,  that  their  faith  had  tttterly  fi^!* 
ed,  had  not  Chrift  tecnred  it  by  his  prayer  for  them.  So  thiatt  k 
Was  atiiextraordSftaVy  tdal  ihat  wai  wpob  them. 

Thirdlj^,  fettd  iaftfy,  That  Wfcich  contitrfned  to  their  ftimtirfill 
itlapfe,  asa  fpeclal  "eatife  <>f  it,  was  the  remaifii6^  corruptioti* 
that  wene  Ift  their  he«rti  yet  Hnttiortifted.  Their  knowledge 
W^s  btit  little,  fend  fheir  faith  dot  ttttech.  Upon  the  actotsAt 
^  tiieir  weakfieft  'm  grate,  they  wetie  called  »/*  ^w  ^  \ht 
text.  And  as  their  graces  were  we^k,  fo  their  cOrtuptittis  wert 
fkottg.  Their  ttibeBef ,  iiiUd  OA^nri  fefef  S;^  grefifcr  powerfully  upon 
them. 

Do  tiot  tcaftrt  ^hem,  read&r,  4a  tfiy  tfeottghts,  nOr  defpife 
Ibem  for  this  their  weakuefs.  Neither  fty  m  thy  heart,  Had  I 
beeti  there  as  they  were,  I  Nvoold  ttever  have  done  as  they  did-. 
They  thottght  «i8  littfe  t)f  doing  what  they  did,  as  ym,  <cm-  aay  df 
thefa^fi  dO;  atid  a^  mtch  did  their  fo^ls  d<eteft  md  abhor  itt 
but  here  thou  mayefV  fee,  whither  a  foul  that  fears  God  may  he 
^afrkd,  if  hiit  c^A-rupttonft  be  irritated  by  flrt>ng  t<gmpta^oiis,  and 
^od  with^holds  diuai  ttiliueti^^. 

Ftmrt^y,  a«d  Lafify,  Let  as  view  the  iffde  t>f  this  fad  apoftaiigr 
of  theirs.    And  you  (hall  ixod  if  ooded  ht  btttct  tixtti  it  bt^gtn. 


Tk^ough  4h*fe  (heep-wcrcfcattcred  for  4  time,  yet  Yhc  Ifprd  inad« . 
gi9od  his  promiie,  id  curniog  his  hand  upon  thele  iictle  O0e.$,  t^ 
gather  thco).     The  moraiAg  wa$  ov^r-cail,  t^iit  the  eveaiog  wair 
^lear. 

{•^eter  repeats  of  his  per£jdiQUS  4e9taLof  Chfift>  and  never  de- 
filed  bii^ci  more.  Ail  the  reft  Ukewife  returned  to  Chrift,  anj 
l^^ver  fqifook  hlqi  any  qiore.  tie  that  w^s  arraid  at  the  voIqc 
q£  9  d£M»id»  afterwards  feared  not  the  frowns  of  the  mighty » 
^nd  they  th^t  dqrft  no|  own  Chrift  now,  afterward  confclfei 
him  *  ppenly  before  couoeiW,  aqd  rejoiced  that  they  were  coun- 
ted worthy  to  fqi&r  fpr  his  fake,  Afts  v.  41.  They  that  were 
now  as.  timoroM^  as  hares,  and  ftarted  at  ^very  fotind,  after ward$ 
l^ecai^e  as  t>old  as  lions,  and  feared  npt  aay  danger,  but  (ealec} 
their  confeffioB  of  Chrift  with  their  blood.  For  though,  at  thi$ 
time,  they  foric>oI<^  hini,  it  was  not  yolunta^ity,  but  furprizal^  ^ 
Though  tbey  forfookvhim,  they  ftili  k>vcd  him  ;  tho*  they  fled 
^om  biiQ,  there  ftill  remsMued  4  gracious  principle  in  them  ;  the 
roQt.of  the^  ^nattier  w^s  ftili  in  ^eai»  which  recovered  them  a* 
gain. 

To  conjcl^de :  Though  they  f^rfo^k  Chrift,  yet  Chrift  never 
forfook  thjsnpb :  he  Igved  them  ftill :  '^  Go  tell  the  difciples,  aa<| 
**  tell  Peter,  that  he  gpeth  before  iato  Galilee,"  Mark  ^vi,  7, 
jr.  d.  Let  them  not  think  that  I  (b  reme^nb^r  th^eir  ^n)dQdt>^&#  ai 
^  own  theii^  no  fnore  :  No,  I  love  th^m  ftilL 

,  The  ufe  of  this,  is  contained  ip  the  feiiowing  infcreoce^. 

Infefenc^  i.  pid  the  diidple^  f<wfak^  Chrift,  thougi>  they  ha4 
fuch  ftroog  perfuafions  and  refdutipos  never  tp  dp  it  ?  Then  wf( 
^e,  That  f^lf-^confidAntie  n  a  fin  too  miden$  t^  the  kefii^mm^ 
They  lUil^  thought  their  hearts  wguld  have  proved  fo  batb  ape) 
deceitful,  9^  they  found  theip  to. be  when  they  were  tri^c^^ 
**  Thongb  all  men  forfake  thee  (faith  Peter)  yet  will  nou  V* 
Good  it^n  he  refolved  honeftly,  but  be  knew  not  what  a  feathei^ 
Should  be  in  th^  wiotd  of  temptatioo^  if  Qpd  once  If  ft  hiw  to^hit 
OVVB  fears.  ^ 

Uttle  res^  have  the  bcsft  of  &iftts  to  depend  upon  their  ijOc-* 
feereiit  gr^^,  \^%  th^ur  ijioiji  b<s^s.  large  ^s  it  wiH.  The  apgete 
left  to  themfelves,  quickly  left  their  own  habitations,  Judfe*^ 
Upon  whkh,  *on.e  well  obferves.  That  the  beft  of  created  per- 
feft'ions,  are  of  thero&Ivcs  defeftihie.  Every  exc^l^ncy,  with^ 
W^  the  prog  of  divine  pre&rvation,  is  but  s^  weight  which  tend% 
to  a  full.    Tb^  angels  in  their  i&QQ(;eiQ^9  w«jr^  bitf  ii^t  ^\^^ 

*  Vis.  Jenkin,  in  Av^ 
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out  God'sTofteDtation ;  even  grace  irfetf  is  but  a  creature,  and 
therefore  purely  dependant.  It  it  not  from  its  being  asd  na- 
ture,  but  from  the  afliflance  of  fomething  without  it,  that  it  is 
kept  from  annihilation.  What  becomes  of  the  flream,  if  the 
fountain  fupply  it  not  ?  What  continuance  hhth  the  refle£H(m 
in  the  glafs,  if  the  man  that  looks  into  it,  turn  away  his  face  I 
The  conftant  fuppKcs  of  the  fpirit  of  Jefus  Chrift,  are  the  food 
and  fcwci  of  ail  our  graces.  The  beft  men  wijl  (hew  them- 
fclves  but  men  if  God  leave  them.  He  who  hath  fet  them  up; 
muft  alfo  keep  them^  It  is  fafer  to  be  humble  with  one  talent, 
than  proud  with  ten;  yea,  better  to  be  an  humble  worm,  than 
a  proud  angel,  Adam  had  more  advantage  to  maintaia  his  fia- 
tfon,  than  any  of  you.  For  though  he  were  left  to  the  liberty 
of  his  own  mutable  and  fclf-dctermiuing  will,  yet  he  was  creat- 
ed upright,  and  had  no  inherent  corruption  to  endanger  him, 
yet  he  feli. 

And  ihaU  we  be  felf-coofident,  after  fuch  ieftaiices  of  humae 
frailty  \  Alas,  ChriAian !  What  match  art  thou  for  principa- 
Kties  and  powers,  and  fpiritual  wkkednefs^J  "  Be  not  high* 
**  minded,  but  fear***  When  you  kave  confidered  well  the 
example  of  f  Noah,  Lot,  David,  and  Hezekiah,  mtn  famous  and 
renowned  in  their  generations,  who  all  fell  by  temptations  ;  yea, 
and  that  when  one  would  think  they  had  never  been  better  provid- 
ed to  cope  with  them.  Lot  fell  after,  yea,  prefently  after  the . 
Lord  had  thruft  him  out  of  Sodom,  and  his  eyes  bad  feen  the 
direful  puniihment  of  fin.  Hell,  as  it  werei,  rained  upon  them 
6ut  of  heaven.  Noah,  in  like  manner,  immediately  after  God's 
wonderful,  and  aAoni(King  prefervation  of  him  ii^  the  ark ; 
when  he  faw  a  world  of  men  at>d  women,  perifhlng  in  the  floods, 
for  their  fins.  David-,  after  the  Lord  had  fettled  the  kingdom 
.  on  him,  which  for  fm  he  rent  frofti  Saul, '  and  given  him  reft  in 
his  houie.  Hezekiah  was  but  juft  up  from  a  great  ficknefs, 
wherein  the  Lord  wrought  a  wonderful  falvation  for  him.  \Did 
fuch  men,  and  at  fuch  times,  when  one  would  think  no  temp* 
tations  fhould  have  prevailed,'  fell;  and  that fo  foully  ?  Then 
«*  let  him  that  thinks  he  ftatideth,  take  heed  left  he  fall.**  O  be 
DOthigh  minded,  but  fear. 

Inference  2.  Did  Chrift  ftand  his  ground,  and  go  through 
with  hi^  fufFering-work,  when  all  that  had  followed  him,  for* 
fook  him  ?  Then  a  refohed  adherdnce  to  ^od,  and  duty,  though 
bft  ahfii,  without  company  or  encouragement,  is  Chrt/l-Mke, 
and  truly  excellent.    You  (hall  not  want  better  company,  than 

t  Gen.  ixt  21,  22.  andxix*  ^6%  2  Sam.xi.  2.  2  Kings  ss«  \2^ 
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i  that  whtdi^hath  foriikcn  yoa  mthe  way  of  God.  Elijah  com- 
i  '  ^bSm^  I  Kings  xixi  10.  **  They  have  forfaken  thy  covenant, 
t  *'  throwa  down  thiat  altars,  and  flain  thy  prophets  with  the 
I  "  fy^ord  ;  and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left,  and  they  Veek  my  life,  to 
I  **  take  it  away."  And  yet  all  this  did  not  damp  or  difcourage 
\  him  in  following  the  Lord;  for  iltll  he  was  very  jealous  for  the 
(        Lord  God  of  Hefts. 

j  Paul  complains^  2  Tim.  iv.  16.  "  At  my  firft  anf^ycr  no  maa 

I  f*  ftood  by  me,  all  men  forfook  me  :  nev^rt^eleis  the  Lord  ftood 
j^  •*  with  me.**  And  as  the  Lord  ftood  by  him,  fo  he  ftood  by 
'^  jbis  God  alone,  without  any  aids  or  fopport  firom  men.  How 
j  great  an  argument  of  integrity  is  this  I  He  that  profefles  Chrift  ^ 
I  for  company,  will  alio  leave  him  for.  company.  .  But  to  be  faith- 
I  ful  to  God,  when^orfaken  of  men  ;  to  be  a  Lot,  in  Sodom ;  a 
I  Nciah,  ta  a  corrupted  geoeratipn ;  oh,  how  excellent  is  it !  It  is 
(weet  to  travel  over  this  earth  to  heaven,  in  the  contpatiy  of 
I  the  faints,  that  are  bound  thither  with  us,  if  we  can ;  but  if  we 
I  can  meet  no  company,  we  muft  not  be  difeouraged  to  go  on, 
I  It  is  not  unlike,  but  before  you  have  gone  many  fteps  farther, 
I  you  may  have  cauie  to  fay,  as  one  did  once.  Never  lefs  done^ 
than  tuhm  ahue. 

Inference  3.  Did  die  difciples  thus  fi^rfake  Chrift,  and  yet 
were  all  recovered  at  lafi  ?  iThen^  though  ieHevers  are  not  pri* 
viiegedfrem  backJUdings%'  ^et  they  are  fecuredfr&m find  apoftacy 
and  ruin*  The  Qew  creature  may  be  fick,  it  cannot  die.  Saints 
may  fall,  but  they  (hall  rife  again,  Micah  vti.  8.  The  higheft 
flood,  of  natural  zeal  and  re&ution,  may  ebb,  and  be  whqily 
dried  up;  but  faving  grace  is  ''  a  well  of  water,  ftill  fpringing 
"  upintOievcrlafting  life,"  John  iv.  14.  God's  unchangeable 
eledion,  the  framq  and  conftitution  of  the  New  Covenant^  the 
meritorious  and  prevalent  interceifion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  do  give 
the  believer  abundant  fecurity  againft  the  danger  6f  a  total  and 
final  apoftacy.  "  My  Father,  which  gave  them  me,  faith  Chrift, 
**  is  greater  than  all :  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my 
**  Father's  hand,"  Jdin  x.  29. ' 

And  again,  *^  The  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure,  having 
"  this  feal;  the  Lord  knoweth  who  are  his,"  a  Tim.  ii;  19. 
Every  perfon  committed  to  Chrift  by  the  Father,  (hall  be  brought 
by  him  to  the  Father,  and  not  one  wantmg.  " 

God  hath  alfo  fo  framed  and  ordered  the  new  covenant,  that 
none  of  thoie  fouls,  who  are  within  the  blefted  clafpand  bond 
of  it  can  poffibly  be  loft.    It  is  fettled  upon  immutable  things » 
and  we  know  aU  things  are  as  their  foundations  be,  Heb.  vi.  i8, 
-Bbb  2        -  .  , 


19.  Aodog  Afe  tfuay  giorioiispromifes  conmliied  ki  Use  boiidP 
of  promifes,  this  is  ooe,  '<  I  will  ttrrn  away  frim  diem,  iddi 
*^  them  good :  but  i  will  put  my  fear  in  their  bearfs,  iNat  ^e; 
•*  fludl  Bot  depart  from  me.*' 

And  as  the  fear  of  God  in  our  hearts,  plejtds  Hi  vs  aga^i<l 
jiDy  iboor  potent  ioteroeffur  in  the  heavens^  pleasb  forns  widi 
the  Father;  and  by  reafon  thereof,  we  canfiot  finally  mifcarry, 
jRom.  viii.  34,  35.  Upon  thefe  grounds,  we  may  (fts  tfaeapofUe 
in  the  place  laft  cited  doth)  triomph  In  that  full  teciirity  wfakt 
God  hath  given  us  ;  and  fay,  What  **  (hail  ieparate  06  f r6A  M 
**  love  of  God  V*  Undcrftand  it  either  of  God's  to  vs,  as  GttlvlB, 
Bfza,  and  Martyr  do;  or  of  oar  love  to  God,  a^  AmtM^fe  afi4 
.  Auguftine  do :  it  is  true  in  both  -fenfeSy  iind  a  myft  camfofiabb 
truth. 

If^erencB  4.  Did  the  Iheep  fly,  when  the  flveptieid  ^iBias  foA^ 
ten ;  fuch  men,  and  fo  many  foriake  Chrift  in  the  triJil  ?  7*« 
iearn  h<yw  fad  a  thing  it  is  ftr  the  hefi  tf  nun  t9  ke  liftto  tM 
fntm  carnal  fears  in  a  day  tf  temptMtisn :  This  was  It  that  md^ 
thofe  good  men  ihrink  away  fo  (hame/uliy  ftt>m  C\mR  in  dtitt 
trial :  "  The  fcaf  of  man  brings  a  fnare/'  Prov.  txht.  %$.  ft 
that  fnare  thefe  good  fouls  were  taken,  and  fior  ^  time  fad4 

aft. 

Oh  what  Work  will  this  unruly  psffioO'  make,  if  the  fear  0f 
C^od  do  not  over-rule  it !  Is  it  not  a  (hame  to  t^  Chriiliaii,  a  mail 
of  faith,  to  fee  himlelf  ovt<lonel)y  an  Heathen  I  Shall  naturai 
toofcience  and  courage  make  them  fland  and  keep'therr  places 
in  times  of  danger ;  when  we  fliamefully  turn  our  backs  upofl 
duty,  becaufe  we  fee  duty  and  danger  together  ? 

When  the  emperpr  Vefpafian  bad  commanded  Fluldivs  Wt 
cus  not  to  come  to  the  fenate ;  pr,  if  he  di^,  to  fpeak  nothing 
|>ut  what  he  wopld  have  him ;  the  ienator  returned  this  bratt 
tond  noble  anfwcr,  **  ^  That  as  he  was  a  fenator,  it  was  fit  bt 
V  fhouJd  be  at  the  fenate;  and  if,  being  there,  he  were  required 
f*  te  give  his  adyice,  he  would  fpeak  freely,  that  which  his  codf 
**  fcience  cdmmanded-  hiqa."  The  emperor  threatning  that 
then  he  ftopld  die^  be  retcirned  thns,  '•  Did  I  ever  tell  yoq 
*•  that  I  WHS  iniqiortal  ?  Do  you  whai:  you  wiH,  and  I  will  dd 
*•  what  Itxight*  It  is  in  yo^r  power  to  put  me  to  death  ou* 
••  juftjy,  and  in  fnc  to  die  conikntly*''  Q  think,  i»*at  inif* 
idiiefs  youf  fear  may  der  yourfelvcs,  ;ind  the  difcovery  of  them 
to  others.  O  learn  to  truft  God  with  yonr  lives,  liberties,  afid 
^mforts,  in  the  way  of  your  doty;  and  at  ^v^at  tmey^  Mfi 

'         •♦ » 
t  ^barroiif  pf  wifdom,  p.  Jjf .  ^ 
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lU  t^f4ud,  truft  in  him :  tnd  do  a<>t  magnify  poor  daft  and  a(he% 
i4i  lis  to  be  feared,  by  their  threats,  from  your  God  and  duty* 
1^1     The  potuic  deiign  of  Satan  herein,  is  to  affright  you  out  of  your 

toverts,  where  you  are  fafe,  iiltp  the  net.     Iwiil  enlarge  00 
jii     this  no  farther ;  i  hare  f  eUeii^faere  laid  down  fourteen  rule^ 
^^     for  the  core  of  thii^,  in  whl^  of  mine  is  pubiic. 
jj.i  Infermce  5.  JLeam  hence,  ho^  much  a  man  may  differ frtm 

fl  ^^imfpf^  according  as  the  Lord  is  mth  him;  «r  nmShdrawn  sfrmk 
^  Jnm,  Chrifiians  do  not  only  always  difier  from  other  men,  but 
gi  Kbiii€^ime$  from  themfeives  aifo :  yea,  fo  great  is  the  difi&rence 
^^  botwint  hitt&lf  and  himfelf,  as  if  he  were  not  the  fememaik 
^  lAod  wiiere  is  he  that  doth  not  lb  ekperienoe  it  I  Sometimes  bdd 
^     iuid  cduragtouS)  deipifing  dangers,  bearing  down  all  difc(raragc» 

ttientsin  the  ftrength  of  zeal,  and  kwe  to  God  :  at  another  timt 
1^  Aiat,  feeble,  »nd  difcouraged  at  every  petty  thing.  Whence 
u;  is  this  but  from  the  difierent  adminiftrataons  of  the  Spirit,  wh0 
^  ibmetimes  gives  forth  more^  and  fometimes  ids,  of  his  gracious 
^  loflttence.  Theie  very  men  ^at  fltncbed  now,  when  the  Spi* 
11      lit^  was  more  abundasrtly  (hed  forth  upon  them,  could  boldly 

own  Chrift  before  the  council,  and  deipifed  all  dangers  for  bis 
Z      fete. 

A  little  dog,  if  his  malVer  be  by,  and  encourage  him,  will  veu* 
L  ture  tupoii  a  greater  beaft  thau  himfeif.  P^ter  flood  M  the  door 
^  without,  when  the  other  difciple,  (or  one  of  the  other  difciples^ 
^  las  the  Syriac  turns  it,  and  %  Gfotius  aproves  it  as  the  befl)» 
.  that  IS,  one  of  the  private  difciples  that  lived  at  Jerufalem,  went 
J^       ififo  bddly,  John  xviii.  16,  17.    We  are  ilrong  or  weak,  ac 

CordfOg  to  the  degrees  of  ai&Oiflg  grace.  So  that  as  you  can* 
,  t)ot  taite  the  juft  meafure  of  a  ChrifUan  by  one  ad,  (b  neither 
,,  muft  they  judge  of  themielveSy  by  what  they  femetimes  feel  la 
f       ibemfclves. 

I  But  when  their  fpirits  ajre  low,  and  their  hearts  difcouraged^ 

J       they  fliould  rather  fey  to  their  fouls,  !*  Hope  fn  God,  for  I 

^'  fiiall  fti  praife  him :"  It  is  low  with  me  now,  but  it  will  bt 

better. 
.  Inference  6.  Was  the  Tword  drawn  againfl  the  ihcphcrd,  and 

'       be  left  atone  to  receive  the  mortal  ftrokes  of  it  ?  Howftmldali^ 

iuhre  betb  the  jufikiy  nnd  mercy  &f  Cody  fa  Uluftrioufiy  di/played 

hrein!    Here  is  the  triumph  of  divine  juftice,  and  the  bigheft 

t  A  Saiftri^ecd.  ^ 

X  One  of  the  t/ihtt  difcipks^  n6t  any  one  of  the  twelve;  but 
fome  other,  tn  iiihabitaDt  of  J<erulakm^  mtt  fo  well  known  to  be  a 
fliw^rer  of  Jefus.    Crstku4 


■A 
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criaoiph  that  ever  it  had,  to  fiagle  forth  the  chief  Shepherd,  the 
man  that  i$  God's  fellow,  aod  (heathe  its  Iword  ia  his  breaft  for  | 
fatisfaftion.  No  wonder  it  is  drawn  and  braodiihed  with  fudi  t 
a  trioDiph  ;  awake  rejoicingly^  O  fwcu-d,  againft  my  Shepherd,  ' 
6c.  For  in  this  blood  ftied  by  it,  it  hath  mote  gkiry  than  if  the  v 
blood  of  all  the  sien  and  women  in  the  world  h^d  been  flied,        t 

And  no  le(s  is  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God  herein  iigna-  ] 
lized,  in  giving  the  fword  a  commiflion  agsdnft  the  Man  his  fd* 
low,  rather  than  againil  us.  Why  had  he  not  rather  (aid.  Awake, 
O  fword,  againft  the  men  that  are  mine  enemies ;  fhed  the  blood 
of  them  that  have  fmned  againft  me,  than  fmite  the^  Shepherd, 
aod  only  fcatter  tiie  (heep.  Blefled  be  God,  the  dreadful  fword 
was  not  drawn  and  brandifiied  againft  our  fouls;  that  God 
did  not  iet  it  to  our  breafts ;  that  he  had  not,made  it  fat  with 
our  flefti,  and  bathed  it  in  our  blood  ;  that  his  fellow  was  fmitp 
ten,  that  his  enemies  might  be  ipared.  O  what  manner  of  love 
was  this !  Blefled  be  God  therefore  for  Jcfas  Chrift,  who  receiv* 
ed  the  fatal  ftroke  himfelf ;  and  hath  now  fo  (heached  that  ^ivord 
in  its  ftabbard,  that  it  JQliall  pever  be  drawn  anymore  againft  any 
that  believe  in  him,  ' 

Infer ince  7.  Were  the  fticep  fcattered,  when  the  Shepherd 
was  fmltten  ?  Learn  hence,  That,  the  befi  of  men  know  not  their 
vwnftrengthf  till  they  come  ta  the  trial*  Little  did  theie  hdy 
men  inpiagiile  fuch  a  cowardly  fpirit  had  been  in  them,  tiiltemp^ 
tation  put  it  to  the  proofs  Let  this  therefore  be  a  caution  for 
ever  t0  the  people  bf  God.  You  refolve  never  to  forfake  Chrift, 
you  do  well;  but  (6  did  theie,  and  yet  were  fcattered  frpm 
him.  You  can  never  take  a  joft  mcafure  of  your  own  ftrength, 
till  temptation  have  tried  it.  It  is  faid,  Deut«  viii.  2.,  that  God 
frd  the  people  fo  many  years  in  the  ivildernefs,  te  pr6ve  them; 
and  to  know,  ft.  e,  to  make  them  know)  what  was  in  their  hearts. 
Little  did  they  think  fuch  unbelief,  murmurings,  difcontents, 
and  a  fpirit  bent  to  backHidings,  had  been  in  them ;  until  their 
Araits  in  the  wiidernefs  gave  them  the  lad  experience  of  thefe 
things. 

Inference  8.  Did  the  dfeadful  fword  €>f  divine  jpft ice  fmite  the 
Shepherd,  God's  own  fellow;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  flock, 
from  whom  all  its  outward  comforts  arole,  were  fcattered  from 
him  ?  Then  learn.  That  the  holiefi  of  men  have  no  reafm,  either  t0 
repine  or  defpond;  though  Godjbouldat  once  Ji rip  them  of  all  their 
cut-ward  and  inward  comforts  together.  He  that  did  this  by  the 
man  his  fellow, ,  may  much  rather  do  it  by  the  man  his  friend. 
Smite  my  Shepherd:  th«re  is  all  comfort  gone  from  the  inward 
man ;  Scatter  thejbeepy  there  is  all  comfort  gone  from  tlieoutt 
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<  ward  man*     What  .refrefllmeats  had  Chrift  ia  this  wortd;  but 

fuch  as  caibe  immediately  from  his  Father,  or  thofe  holy  ones 

now  fcattered  from  hitn  I  In  ooe  day  be  iofeth  both  heav€»i)y« 

and  earthly  comforts.    Now,  as  God  dealt  by  Chrift,  he  may,  at 

one  time  or  other,  deal  with  his  people.  You  have  your  comforts 

frombeaveo;  fo  bad  Chrift,  iu  a  fuller  meafure  than  ever  yoo 

had,  or  cau  have.     He  had  comforts  from  his  little  flock  i  yoti 

bave  your  comforts  from  the  ibciety  of  ^he  fatuts,  the  ordisauces 

^       of  God^  comfortable  relations,  ^r.  Yet  none  o£  thefe  are  fo  Brmly 

I       iettled  upoa  you,  but  you  may  be  left  defiitute  of  them  all  in 

I       one  day.    God  did  take, all  comfort  from  ChriA,  both  outward 

I       and  inward  ;  and  are  you  greater  than-he  I  God  femetimes  takes 

y      outward,  and  leaves  inward  comfort ;  femetiQies  he  takes  in- 

I  ,     ward,  and  leaves  outward  comfort:  but  the  time  may  come, 

j       when  God  may  ftrip  you  of  both. 

j  This  was  the  cafe  of  Job,  a  favourite  of  God,  who  was  blefled 

.  with  outward  and  inward  comforts :  yet  a  time  came  when  God 
I  firipped  him  of  all,  and  made  him  poor  to  a  proverb^  as  to  all  out- 
I       ward  comfort ;  and  the  venom  of  his  arrows  drank  up  his  ipirit, 

and  the  inward  comfors  thereof*' 
.  .  Should  the  Lord  deal  thus  with  any  of  you,  how  ieafonable 

.        and  relieving  will  the  following  confiderations  be  ^  ^ 

I  P^Kftt  Though   the  Lord  deal  thus  with  you,,  yet  this  is  no 

new  thing ;  he  hath  fo  dealt  with  others,  yea,  with  Jefus  Chrift 
.,  that  was  his  fellow.  If  thefe  things  were  done  in  the  greea 
I        tree,  in  him  that  never  deferved  it  for  any  fin  of  his  own,  how 

little  reafon  ha-ve  we  to  complain  ?  Nay, 
'  Secondly,  Therefore  did  this  befal  Jefus  Chrift  before  you,  that 

the  like  condition  might  be  fanAified  to  you,  when  you  (hall  be 
brought  into  it.  For  therefore  did  Jcfas  Chrift  pa&  through 
■  fuch  varieties  of  conditions,  on  purpofe  that  he  might  take  away 
the  curfe,  and  leave  a  blefling  io  tholb' conditions,  againft  the 
time  that  you  ^ould  come  into  them.     Moreover^ 

Thirdly,  Though  inward  comforts  and  outward  comforts 
were  both  removed  from  Chrift,  in  one  day,  yet  be  wanted  not 
iupport  in  the  abfeace  of  both.  How  relieving  a  confideratioa 
[  '  is  this  !  John  xvi.  32."  Behold,  (faith  he)  the  hour  cometh,  yea» 
**  is  now  come,  that  ye  ftiall  be  fcattered,  every  man  to  his  own, 
f'  and  (hall  leave  me  alone;  and  yet  I  amnot  alone,  becaufe  the 
**  Father  is  with  me."  With  me  by  way  of  fupport,  when  not 
by  way  of  comfort.  Thy  God,  Chriftian,  can  in  like  manner 
(qpport  thee,  when  all  fenfible  comforts  (hrink  away  together 
from  thy  foul  and  body  in  one  day. 
.  lajlly\  Itdeierves  a  remark,  that  this  comfortlefs  fprfaka  coa< 
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ditioo  of  Chrift,  immediately  preceded  the  day  ef  his  greateft 
glory  and  comfort.  Natural! (Is  obferve,  the  greateft  darknefs  is 
a  little  before  the  dawoiog  of  the  morDiag.  1 1  was  To  with  CbriA, 
it  may  be  fo  with  diee.  It  was  but  a  little  while  aod  he  had 
better  company  than  theirs  that  forfook  him.  A  A  therelore  yoof 
faith  upoo  this,  that  the  mofl  glorious  light  ofuaUy  fbUuws  the 
ibickeA  darkoefi.  The  louder  your  groans  are  now,  the  louder 
your  triumphs  hereafter  will  he.  The  horror  of  yaur  pre&ntj^ 
will  but  add  to  the  luilre  of  your  future  flate. 


SERMON      XXIX 

Opens  the  Manner  of  Ch rut's  Death*  m  rcfpeft  of 
the  Patience  thereof. 

Is  A.  Hii.  7.  He  was  epprejfed^  and  he  was  affHHed^  yet  he  opem^ 
ed  not  his  mouth  :  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  Jlaugiter^ 
and  as  a  Jbeep  before  her  Jbearers  is  dumb,  Jo  be  wfened  ne$ 
his  mouth. 

TJ.O  W  our  Lord  Jefas  Chrift  carried  on  the  work  of  our  re- 
•"^  demption  in  his  hUmble  ftatc,  both  in  his  incarnation,  life, 
and  death,  hath  rn  part  been  difcovered  in  the  former  fermons. 
I  have  (hewed  you  the  kiqid  qt  nature  of  that  death  be  died  | 
and  am  now  engaged,  by  the  method  propofed,  to  open  the 
manner  of  his  death.  The  folitarinefs  or  lonelinefs  of  Cbrift 
in  his  fiiflerings,  was  the  fubjeft  of  the  laft  fermon.  The  pa- 
tience and  meeknefs  of  Cbrift  in  his  fufferipgs  comes,  in  order^ 
to  be  opened  in  this. 

This  chapter  treats  wholly  of  the  fuflferings  of  Chrift,  and  the 
bleflfed  fru}ts  thereof.  Hornbeck  ♦  tells  us  of  a  learned  Jew, 
'<  that  ingenuoufly  confeifed,  this  very  chapter  converted  him  to 
*'  the  Chriftian  faith.  And  fuch  delight  be  bad  in  it,  that  he  read 
•*  it  more  than  a  thoufand  lime?  over.^  Such  is  the  clearnefi 
of  this  prophecy,  that  he  who  penned  it,  is  defervcdly  filled  the. 
evangelical  prophet.  Lcannot  allow  time  to  annalize  the  chap- 
ter ;  but  my  work  lying  in  the  feventh  verfe,  I  (hall  fpeak  tcr 

♦  Ingenue  profiteor  illud  ipfum  caput  ad  fidem  Chrijltanam  me 
etiduxiffey  nam  plus  ntillies  $lhd  caput  perlegi^  Hornbeck  GontrA 
Jui,  lil>.  ^  cap.  1.  p,  4p8. 
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thefe  two  branches  or  parts  of  it,  viz.  The  grievous  fufferingS 
of  Chrift,  and  the  glorious  ornamciit  he  put  upon  them. 

Firft^  Chrift's  grievous  fufFcrings;  "he  was  afflifted^  and 
•*  he  was  oppreffed,  brought  to  the  flaughter,  and  fhorn  as  a 
•*  fliecp,"  j\  e.  he  loft  both  fleece  and  blood,  life,  and  comfort?^ 
of  life.  "  He  was  opprefTcd  ;"  the  \  word  fignifies  both  •'  to 
**  anfwer  ao(i  opprefs,  humble  or  deprcfs."  The  other  word, 
rendered  affl'i6ledy  fignifies  "  to  exaft  and  afflift,"  ind  fo  im- 
piies  Chrift  to  ftand  before  God,  as^a  furcty  before  the  creditor; 
who  exa£^s  the  utraoft  iattsfaflioa  from  him,  by  caufing  him 
to  fuiFer  according  to  the  utmoft  rigour  and  fcvcrity  of  the  law^ 
It  did  not  faffice  that  he  was  (horn  as  a  Oieep,  i.  e.  that  he  was 
Aripped  and  deprived  of  his  riches,  ornaments,  and  comforts ; 
but  his  blood  and  life  muft  go  for  it  alio.  He  is  brought  to 
the  flaughter.     Thefe  were  his  grievous  fufFerings. 

Secmtifyt  Hi?re  is  the  glorious  ornament  he  put  ttpCn  tbofe 
^  grievcMis  iui&rings,  even  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  patteuc 
I  .  Ipirit,  He  opened  not  his  m&uth :  but  went  as  zjheep  to  hc/born, 
I  or  a  bmb  fo  the  /laughter.  The  Iamb  goes  as  quiet  to  the. 
i  flaugbter-faoole,  as  to  the  fold.  By  this  lively  and  lovely  iimi- 
litude,  the  patience  of  Chrift  is  here  cxprefled  to  us  %.  Tec 
Chrift's  dumbnefs  and  filence  is  not  to  be  onderftood  fimply,  bur 
I  tiniverfaily ;  as  though  he  fpake  nothing  at  all  when  he  fufTered ; 
I  for  he  uttered  many  excellent  and  weighty  words  apoo  the  crof»» 
I  as  you  fiiall  hear  in  the  fdlowing  difconrles ;  but  it  muft  be  ua- 
j  derftood  refpeffively,  f.  r.  he  never  opened  his  mouth  repining* 
I  ly,  paHlbnately,  or  rjevengefully,  under  his  greateft  tortures  am 
i^      faigheft  provo(^tions.     Whence  die  note  is^ 

i  Dod.  Thdt  Jefui  Chrifi  fupporiedthe  burden  cf  his  fiifferingi^ 

tuith  admirable  patience  and  meeknefi^  offfipt. 
\     .    _      ■    / 

It  IS  a  true  obfetvation,  that  meekoefs  inviteth  ioiorf^  but 
always  to  its  own  coft.  And  it  was  evidently  verified  in  the 
fuflfcrings  of  Chrift.  Chrift's  meekaefs  triumphed  over  the  af- 
fronts and  injuries  of  bis  encibiesy  much  more  dian  they  tri- 

t  PJX  RefpandlU  Sumanavit.  DeffUfit.  Deprep^  IJ^JJ  Ex" 
egtt.     Bnxtorf. 

i  That  be  may  the  iiiore  commend  Chrifl^s  patience  and  rnedt- 
nefs,  as  his  glorious  ornament,  he  coropfires  him  to  a' Al^  and  a 
hmb.     Martor.  Ip  Uct 

Vxih.i.  Ccc 
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mnpbed  over  him.  Patience  never  had  a  more  glorious,  tri- 
oinph,  thaa  k  had  upon  the  crofs. 

The  meekoefs  and  patience  oF  his  fpirit,  amidft  injuries  and 
provocations,  is  excellently  fct  forth  ia  i  Pet.  ii.  22,  23.  "  Who 
**  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth :  who  when 
"  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again;  when  he  fufFered,  he 
*'  threatned  not,  but .  committed  bimfelf  to  him  that  judgeth 
**  righteoufly." 

In  this  point  we  have  ihefe  three  things  to  open  dodtrinally. 

1.  The  burden  of  fufFeriags,  and  provocations  that  Jdbs 
.Chrift  was  oppreflTed  with. 

2.  The  meekoefs  and  admirable  patieiKie  with  which  he  fop- 
ported  that  burden. 

3.  The  diufcsand  grounds  of  that  perfeA  patience  which  hi 
then  exercifed. 

'  Firfif  The  burden  of  fufFerings  and  provocations  which  Chrift 
fupported,  was  very  gre^t :  For  on  him  met  all  ibrts  aad  kinds 
of  trouble  at  once,  and  thofe  in  their  higheft  degrees  and  fulleft 
ilrength.  Troubles  in  his  foul,  and  thefe  were  the  foul  of  liis 
•troubles.  His  foul  was  laden  with  fpirituai  horrors  and  troubles^ 
as  deep  as  it  could>fwim,  Mark  xiv.  33.  **  fie  began  to  be  fore 
**  amazed  and  very  heavy."  The  wrath  of  an  infinite  dreadful 
God  beat  him  down  to  the  du&.  His  body  full  of  pain  and  ex- 
quifite  tortures  in  every  part.  Not  a  member  of  fenfo  butwas^ 
t]|>e  feat  and  fubjed  of  torment< 

His  name  and  honour  fufTered  thevileft  indignities,  blafpbe- 
mies,  and  horrid  reproaches  -  that  the  malignity  of  Satan  and 
wicked  men  could  belch  out  againflit.  He  was  called  a  blafphe- 
mer,  feditious,  one  that  had  a  devil,  a  glutton,  a  wine-bibber, 
a  friend  of  publicans  and  harlots,  the  carpenter's  fon,  this  fel- 
low. He  that  was  God's  fellow,  as  you  heard  lately,  now  fiis 
fellow.  Contempt  was  poured  upon  all  his  offices.  Upon  his 
£ingly  office,  when  they  crowned  him  with  thorns,  arrayed  him 
with  purple,  bowed  the  knee  in  mockery  to  him,  and  cried, 
•*  Hail  king  of  the  Jews/*  His  Prophetical  office,  when  they 
blinded  him<  and  then  bid  him  "  prophefy  whofmote  tim- *  His 
Prieftly  office,  when  they  reviled  him  on  the  crofs,  faying,  *'  He 
/*  faved  others,  himfclf  he  cannot  fave."  They  fcpurged  him, 
fpit  in  his  face ;  and  (inote  him  on  the  head  and  face*  Befides, 
the  very  kind  of  death  they  put  him  to,  was  reproachful  and 
ignominious ;.  as  you  heard  before. 

Now  all  this,  and  n^uch  more  than  this,  meeting  at  once  upon 
an  innocent  and  dignified  pecfon  ;  one  that  was  greater  tb%n.a]l ; 
that  lay  in  the  bofom  of  Cod  1  and  from  eternity  had  his  iioiks 
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i  and  hoQoars :  upon  cme  that  cpuld  have  cruihed  all  his  enemies 
as  a  moth;  I  fay,  for  him  to  bear  all  this^  withotit  the  lead  dii^ 
I  compofiire  of  fpirit^  or  breach  or  patience,  is  the  higheft  triumph 
<  of  patience  that  ever  was  in  the  world.  It  was  one  of  the  great* 
I     eft  wonders  of  that  wonderful  day. 

s         Secondly y  Ami  that  is  the  next  thing  we  have  to  conilder^  e- 

I     yen  this  almighty  patience  and  unpatterned  meeknefs  of  Chrifl-y 

fupporting  fuch  a  burden  with  fuch  evennefs  and  fteadinefs  of 

\  ,  fpirit.     Chriftian  pa^nce^  or  the  grace  of  patience,  is  an  ability  < 

I     or  power  tofuffer  hard  and  heavy  things ^  according  to  the  will  of 

Cod.^  ^  .  -  '  ^  '      ■ 

I         It  is  apowerl  aind  a  glorious  power,  that  ftrengthens  the  fuf- 

fering  foul  to  bear.     It  is  our  paffive  fortitude,  C0I.  i.  11., 

j^    **  Strengthned'with  all  might,  according  to  his  glorious  power, 

"  unto  ail  patience,  and  long-fuffcring  with  joyfulnefs ;"  i.  e. 

■     ifarengthned  with  a  might  or  power  of  God  himfelf.    Or  fuch  as 

)     might  appear  to  be  the  proper  imprefs  and  image  of  that  diviae 

power,  which  is  both  its  principle  and  pattern.    For  the  patience 

f     which  God  exerctfes  towards  finners^  that  daily  wrong  and  load 

J     him,  is  called  power,  and  great  power.  Num.  xi\?.  17.  **  Let 

"  the  power  of  my  Lord  be  great^  as  thou  haft  fpoken,  faying, 

**  The  Lbrd  is  long-fui9Fering,  forgiving,"  be.    Hencc.it  is  ob-< 

ved,  Prov.  xxivi  10.  That  the  lo(s  or  breaking  of  our  patience 

under  adverfity,  argues  a  decay  of  ftrength  in  the  foul.     *'  If 

'•  thon  faint  in  the  d^y  of  adverfity,  thy  ftrength  is  fmalL" 

It  is  a  power  or  ability  in  the  foul,  to  bear  hard^  heavy ^  and 
difficult  things  (|.  Such  only  are  the  objefts  of  patience.  God 
hath  feveral  forts  of  burdens  toimpoie  upon  his  people.  Some 
heavier;  others  lighter ;  fomc  to  be  carried  but  a  few  hours,  o- 
thers  many  days;  others  all  our  days:  Ibme  more  fpirituali 
bearing  updn  the  foul;  f6me  more  external,  touching  or  pu- 
nifhing  the  fleih  immediately ;  and  the  fpirit  by  way  of  fympa* 
thy :  and  fometimes  both  forts  are  laid  together.  So  they  were 
at  this  time  on  Chrift.  His  feuf  burdened  as  deep  as  it  could 
fwim  ;  full  of  the  fenfe,  the  bitter  fenfe  and  apprehenfion  of  the 
wrath  of  God :  his  body  filled  with  tortures :  in  every  member 
and  fcnfe  grief  took  up  his  lodging.  Here  was  the  higheft 
cxcrcife"  of  patience. 
It  is  a  power  to'bear  hard  and  heavy  things,  according  to  the 
Cc  c  2 


v" 


II  Thefe  two  virtues,  viz.  vvfif^Mn,  /.  e*.  patience,  and  ^«kpA 
fiti,  i.e.  meeknefs,  are  infcpar2ble  concomitants  of  that  ftrength 
and  fortitude,  which  the  Spirit  beftow$.on  u$«     Davcn. 
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wU  cf  CoJL  Coiifideriog  it  in  that  refpcft,  it  UtEm  fipoM^^ad* 
cacc,  the  Chriftiao  grace,  from  patimoe  the  moral  virtue^  Ss 
the  apoftle  dcibibes  it,  i  Pet.  \v.  1 9. «« Let  them  that  foffir  ac* 
"  cording  to  the  will  o^  God,"*  6c.  i.  4.  who  cxeicile  |mtkoc» 
gradoudy^  as  God  woold  have  them. 

/iad  then  oar  patience  is,  as  Chrift's  moft  faa£Ay  was,  ac* 
cording  to  the  will  of  God ;  when  it  b  as  ezteafite^  as  intciH 
five,  and  as  protenfive  as  God  reqaires  it  to  be. 

Firfi^  When  it  is  as  extenfive  as  God  would  haEVC  it.  So  was 
Chrift's  patience.  1 1  was  a  patience  that  firetcbed  andexieMied 
itielf  toall,  and  ^very  trouble  and  aAiAion,  thatcame  Upoo  fata» 
Troubles  came  npoo  him  in  troops,  in  moltitttdes.  It  is  find, 
Pfal.  xl.  12.  ^*  iDnomerable  evils  .have  cob^a^  itie  abost" 
yet  he  found  patience  enoogh  to  receive  ihein  dl*  It  is  not 
wth  ns.  Oor  patience  is  often  woirn  dott'^  And^Mke  fick 
people,  we  fancy,  if  we  were  in  anbttief  diamber,  or  bed,  i( 
woold  be  better.  If  it  were  an^  otfier  tndubte'  dian  tliis,  we 
could  bear  it.  Chrift  had  no  excd'ptioitt  at  as^^tirdea  his  Fa« 
tber  would  Uy  on.  His  patience  was  as  Ikrge  «s  his  trcHibi^  and 
that  was  kurge  indeed.  '\-  ^ 

SeconJfy^  it  is  then  according  to  the  wiB  of  God;  ^bea  it  is 
as  intmfivt  as  God  requires  it  to  be,  f.  e.  in  the  apoffle*^ 
phrafit,  Jam.  i.  4«  When  it  hath  \x%yeffe6t  nvork^  or  exerc&i 
when  it  is  not  oidy  extended  to  all  kinds  of  troubles ;  but  when 
it  works  in  the  higheft  and  moft  perfe6^  degree.  And  them  oaay 
|)atience  be  faid  to  be  perfeQ:  (as  it  wds  in  Chrift)  when  it  is 
fkmim/ui,  gt  prohibens  alkni^  full  of  ttTdf,  and  exclaCve  of  it) 
bppoiites.  Chrift's  patience  was  fall  of  Itfelf,  (u  t  )  it  indo^ 
all  that  belonged  to  it.  It  was  full  of  fubmiffion,  peace  and 
ierenity ;  fiill  of  obedience  and  complacency  in  his  Father's  wiH. 
He  was  in  a  perfe  A  calm.  As  a  lamb  or  Qieep,  (faith  the  text) 
that  howls  not,  oppofes  not,  but  is  dumb  and  quiet.  And  as 
his  external  behaviour,  fo  his  internal  frame  and  temper  <rf^foiil 
was  moft  ferene  and  calm.  Not  one  repining  thought  agmnfi 
Qod.  Not  one  revengeful  thought  againft  man  once  ruffled  his 
Spirit.  '«  Father  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
V  do,"  was^atl  the  hurt  he  wifticd  his  worft  enemies.  And  as 
it  included  all  that  belonged  to  it,  fo  his  perfeft  patience  exdtid- 
ed  all  its  oppofites.  No  difcontents,  murmurings,  defpoadeo- 
des  had  place  in  his  heart.  So  that  his  patience  was  a  moft  in- 
tenfive,  perfect  patience.  And  as  it  was  as  extenfive,  and  as  in- 
lenfive,  fo  it  was, 

Thirdly^  As  protenfive  as  God  required  it  to  be,  fL  e.)  it 
^eld  out  to  the  end  of  his  triaK    fie  ^id  not  f«m  at  laft*    His 
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If^btes  did  QOt  ootrlive  bis  packpce.     He  iodeed  was  flrength- 
',  ened  with  all  might  unto  all  patience,  and  long-iufftrlng.     "i'bi* 
w^  the  patience  of  ChrKt  our,  perfect  pattern.     He  had  not 
CN|ly  pacieoce^  hut  loog$u)iBiicy. 

Thirdly^  lo  the  laA  pla^e,  let  us  inquire  into  the  groupds  and 
teafoas  of  this  his  molt  perfeA  patience.  And  If  you  do  fo^ 
you  (kail  find  perfect  hoiinefs,  wifdom,  fore-knowledge^  faith^ 
bea^oiy-Aiiuledods,  and  obedience^  at  the  root  of  this  pcrfe^ 
fatieDCO. 

s  fifrfi,  Thi»  admirable  patience  and  meeknefs  of  Chrift,  waa 
thefruU  and  t^spnug  of  his  perfe^  hoiine/s.  His  nature  was 
free  fiom  tbofe  corruptions^  that  ours griian  and  labour  under; 
Ollif  rwUe  he  could  never  have  carried  it  at  this  rate.  Take  th^ 
neck  Ho&g  who  excelled  all  others  in  that  grace,  ^nd  let  hioi 
be  triipd  in  that  r ery  grace»  wherein  he  excels,  and  fee  hovir  **  un« 
**  advtfedly  be  mscf  Ipe^k  with  his  lips,*''Pfal.  cvi.  33.  Take 
a  Job»  wbdfe  famous  patience  is  trumpeted  and  refoonded  over 
all  the  world ;  y€  have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job,  And  let 
bim  be  tried  by  outward  and  inward  uoubles,  meeting  iipoa 
biai  ta  ooe  ds^ ;  a&d  even  a  Job  may  curfe  the  day  wherein  he 
wa«  bora.  Envy^  reveiige»  dUcootent,  defpondencies^  are  weeds 
paiQrally  fpringing  up  id  the  corrupt  foil  of  our  Hnfut  natures* 
•*  I  (aw  a  little  child»grovi^  pale  with' envy,  faid  Auftin  *."  And 
the  fpirit  that  is  to  us  luHcth  unto  envy,  (faith  the  apoflle) 
Jam.  iV(  5.  The  principles  of  all  thefe  evils  being  in  our  ,na« 
lWfs»  they  will  (hew  themfelves  in  time  of  trial.  ,  The  old  man 
k  fretful  4nd  pafiionate.  But  it  was  bcherwife  with  ChriO. 
}iif  patore  was^  like  a  pure  chryftal  glafs,  full  of  pure  fountaio 
water ;  which  thobgh  (haken  and  agitated  never  fo  much,  cannot 
ffi^e^i  becaufe  it  hath  no  dregs.  **  The  prince  of  this  World 
fV^^ipcth,  ant}  hath  nothing  in  me,"  John  xiv.  30.  Noprinci* 
pie  of  corruption  for  a  handle  to  temptation.  Our  high-prieft 
was  holy,  harmlefs,  undtfiled,  feparate  from  finners,  Heb.  vii.  161 
Secondly t  The  meeknefs  and  patience  of  Chrift  proceeded 
from  the  infinite  wifdom  with  which  he  was  filled.  The  wifcr 
any  man  is,  the  more  patient  he  is.  Hence  meeknefs,  the  fruity 
is  denominated  from  patleace^  the  root  that  bears  it,  Jam.  iif« 
1 3.  *^'  The  meeknefs  of  wifdom."  Aiid  anger  is  lodge-d  in  folly, 
as  its  proper  caufc,  Ecclef.  vii.  9.  '•  Anger  redeih  ia  the  bofom 
V  of  fools'.*'    Seneca  f^would  allow  no  place  for  pufTion  ia  a 

*  jf^ide  Zc lantern  parvulum,     Aug. 

t  if  we  beliye  tbat  neither  great*  nor  fi:equent  anger,  takes  place 
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wife  man's  breaft.  Wife  men  ofe  to  ponder,  confide,  aod 
iveigh  things  deliberately  in  th^eir  judgments,  before  they  buffer 
their  atfcdVions  and  pafllons  to  be  Airred  and  enraged.  Hence 
comes  the  conftancy  aqd  ferenity  of  their  fpirits.  As  wife  So* 
lomon  hath  obferved,  Prov.  xvii.  27.  "  A  man  of  onderftanding 
•*  is  of  an  excellent  (or  as  the  Hebrew  is)  a  cool,  fpirit." 

Now  wifdom  filled  the  foul  of  Chrift.  He  is^wifdom  in  the 
abftrad,  Prov.  viii.  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treaibres  of  wifdom. 
Col.  ii.  3.  Hence  it  was  that  he  was  no  otherwiie  moved  with 
the  reviljngs  and  abnfes  of  his  enemies,  than  a  wile  phyiictaa 
is  with  the  imper  tinencies  of  his  diflcmpered^  and  crafy  patient.   . 

Thirdly^  And  as  his  patience  flowed  from  that  his  perfcA 
wifdom  and  knowledge,  fo  alfo  from  his  fore^hnvmledge.  He 
had  a  perfed):  profpeA  of  all  thofe  things  from  eternity,  which 
befel  him  afterwards.  They  came  not  upqn  him  by  way  of 
furpnzal.  And  therefore  he  wondered  not  at  them  when  thej 
came,  as  if  fome  fVrange  thing  had  happened.^  He  forefaw  aU 
tbefe  things  long  before,  Mark  viii.  31.''  And  he  began  to  teach 
*'  them,  that  the  Son  of  man  muft  fuffer  many  things,  and  bere- 
**  jefted  of  the  elders,  and  chief  priefts,  andicribes,  and  be  kil- 
"  led.'^  Yea,  he  had  compa£led  aad  agreed  with  his  Father  to 
endure  all  this  for  our  fakes,  before  he  affomed  our  flelh.  Hence, 
Ifa.  1.  6.  '*  I  gave  roy  back  to  the  fmiters,  and  my  cheeks  to  them 
*'  that  pulled  off  the  hair,  i  bid  not  my  face  from  fliame  and 
*'  fpittiDgJ*  , 

Now  look  as  Chrift  m  John  xvi.  4.  obviates  all  fature-<rfFences 
hh  difciples  might  take  at  fuffcrinf;  for*  his  fake,  by  telling  them 
before-hand  what  they  muft  expeft.  "  Thefe  things  (feiih  he) 
•*  I  told  you,  that  when  the^  time  (hall  come,  ye  may  remember 
**  that  1  told  you  of  them."  So  he  fore-knowing  what  himfclf^ 
muft  fuffer,  and  had  agreed  fo  to  do,  he  bare  thofe  fufferings  with 
fmgular  patience.  **  Jeius  therefore  knowing  all  things  that  fhould 
*•  come  upon  him,  weal  forth  and  faid  unto  them,  whom  fcek  . 
"  ye?"  John  xviii.  4. 

Fourthly^  "As  his  patience  fprang  from  his  forerknpwledgc  ©f 
his  fuffv-firigs  ;  fo  from  his  faith  which  he  exerciied  under  all 
that  he  fufFeredin  this  world.  His  faith  looked,  through  all  thole 
black  and  difmal  clouds,  to  the  joy  propofcd,  Heb,  xii.  2.  He 
knew  that  though  Pilate  condemned,  God  would  jnftify  him,- 
Ifa.  1.  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.  And  he  fet  cine  ov^r-againft^thc  other :  he 
balanced  the  glory,  into  which  he  was.  to  enter,  with  the  fuffer- 

in  the  mind  of  the  wife  man ;  why  may  we  pot  free  him  froih  the 

whole  of  this  paiSon.     Sensca  on  faffion,  ,  ' 
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ings,  through  which  he  was  to  enter  into  it.    He  afted  faUh  u- 

poD  God  for  divJDe  fapport  and  a^TiAance  under  fuffering,  us 

well  as  for  glory,  the  fruit  ttnd  reward  of  them,  Pfal.  \vu  7,  8, 

9,  10,  II.  I  heivefet  {oc  as  the  apeftle  varies  it)  *<  I  forclaw  the 

,  *•  Lord  always  before  me ;  bccaufe  he  is  at  my  right-hand  I 

**  (hall  not  be  moved.  Therefore  my  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory 

I  •*  rejoiqetb,"  There's  faith  aftedby  Ghrift,  for  ftrength  to  carry 

I  bim  thVougb,    And  then  it  follows,  "  My  ileih  alfo  (liall  reft  in 

I  •*  hofw ;  for  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell,  neither  wilt  thou 

i  **  fuffcr  thine  holy  one  to  fee  corruption.  Thou  wilt  fhew  mc 

t  **  the  path  of  life.     In  thy  prefence  is  xfulncfs  of  joy ;  at  thy 

i  ^*  right-hand   there  are  pleafures  for  evernaore.     There's  h\% 

j  fdth  acting  upon  theglor^  lAto  which  he  was  to  enter,  after  he 

I    ^     had  fufiered  rhefe  things :  diis  filled  him  with  peace. 

Ftfthfy^  As  his  faith,  eying  the  glory  into  which  he  was  pafllng, 
made  him  endure  all  things  ;  fo  the  heavenline/s  of  his  Spirit  al* 
ioHiled  faim  with  a  heavefnly  tranquillity  and  calmoefs  of  fpirit 
under  all  his  abufes  and  injariesi  It  is  a  certain  truth,  that  the 
more  heavenly  any  man's  fpirit  is,  the  ihorefedate,  compoledand 
peaceful.  *^  As  the  higher  heavens  (faith  X  Seneca)  are  more  or- 
^*  dinat^  and  tranquil ;  there  are  neither  cloud$  nor  winds, 
"  Aorms,  nor  tempefis;  they  are  the  inferior  heavens  that  ligh- 
•*  ten  and  thunder :  the  nearer  the  earth,  the  more  tempeftuous 
*'  and  unquiet :  even  fb  the  fublime  and  heavenly  mind  »^  placed 
"  in  a-calm  and  quiet  flation." 

Certainly  that  heart  which  is  fwecthed  frequently  with  hea- 
venly delightful  communion  with  God,  is  not  very  apt  to  be 
imbittered  with  wrath,  or  foured  with  revenge  againft  men. 
The  peace  of  God  dqth  ^fa&tvuu  appeafe  and  end  all  ftrifes  and 
differences,  as  an  umpire :  fo  much  that  word.  Col.  iiU  1 5.  im- 
ports. The -heavenly  Spirit  marvelloufly  afFefts  a  ledate.  and 
quiet  breafti 

Now,  never  was  there  fuch  a  heavenly  foul  on  earth,  fince 
man  inhabited  it,  as  Chrift  was  :  he  had  moft,  fweet  and  won- 
derful communion  with  God  :  hch^d  meat  to  eat,  which  others, 
yea,  and  thofe  his  greateft  intimates,  knew  not  of.  The  Son 
of  man  was  iir  heaven  upon  earth,  Johniii.  13.^  Even  in  re- 
fpedl  of  that  blefled  heavenly  communion  he  had  with  God,  as  ^ 

\  Part  fup^rior  miindi  efi  ^rdinatior^  ac  prvplnqua  fyderikuu 
nee  h  nuhem  cogitur^  nee  in  iempefiatem  impellitury  nee  verfaiur 
in  turhinem  ;  omni  tumultu  caret ;  infeiripra  fulminant*  Eodem 
,vtodo  fublimir  animus  quietus  femper  et^  in  Jiationc  tranquilla  col- 
Jocaturl    Seneca,  ^    . 


^ 
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iwcU  as  in  reft>eA  of  his  immeoie  Deity :  aiMl  that  his  heart  was 
in  beiveo  wrtea  he  (b  patieutl)r  endured  and  digefted  the  p»s 
.«id  ibame  of  the  crois  is  eTideot  from  Heb«  xii.  2.  **  For  the  jof 
'*  iet  before  him,  be  endured  the  cro(s,  dei^iied  the  (hamc/'  Sec 
^here  his  eye  and  heart  were,  vhco  he  weM  as  a  lamb  to  the 
Hanghter, 

Sixthly,  and  laftly.  As  his  meekneft  and  patience  ipnmg  fiom 
the  heavenlinefs  and  ibblimity  of  his  fpirit ;  fe  likewife,  ftooa 
the  compleat  and  abfblnce  obedience  of  it  to  Ms  Father's  iriH  and 
pleafure :  he  could  mo(l  quietly  fubmit  to  all  the  will  of  CSod, 
and  never  regret  at  any  part  of  the  work  affigned  hkn  by  Ins.  Fa* 
ther.  For  yon  mnft  know,  that  Chriil's  death  in  bioi  wag  an 
aJt  (^obedience,  he  all  along  eying  his  Father*s  comoumd  aod 
connfel  in  what  he  fuf&ned,  Phil.  ti.  7,  8.  John  xviU.  1 1.  PfiiL 
xl.  6,  7,  8.  Now  look,  as  the  eying  and  conrideridg  the  hand  of 
God  in  an  affliction,  prefently  becdms  and  quiets  a  ^donsfiml ; 
as  yon  fee  in  David,  rSatn.  xvr.  1 1 .  •«  Let  him  alone,  it  may^  be 
**  God  hath  bid  him  cuHe  David  :**  So  much  more  ir  qnieted 
Jeftis  Chrift,  who  was  privy  tothedefiga  and  end  of  his  Father, 
with  whole  will  he  all  long  complied ;  looking  on  Jews  and  Geo* 
tiles  but  as  the  inftrnments  igaorantlyfutfiiling  God's  plcafare, 
and  ferving  that  great  dcfign  of  his  Father  :  this  was  his  pati- 
ence»  and  thefe  the  gronfids  of  it. 

Ufe.  1  might  varioufly  improve  this  point  *  but  the  direft  and 
mjUQ  ufe  of  it  is,  to  prefs  ns  to  a  Chrift-Hke  patience  im  aM  onr 
tRifHrings  and  troubles.  And  feeing  in  nothing  we  :fire  more  ge- 
nerally defedive,  and  that  defedh  of  Chrtftians  herein,  are  (6 
jprejudicial  to  religion,  and  uncomfortable  to  themfelves;  I  re* 
lolve  to  wave  all  other  ules,  and  fpend  the  remaining  time  wlnrf* 
!y  upon  this  branch ;  even  %perfuajive  to  Chriftians  nnto  all  pa- 
tience, in  tribulations;  to  imitate  tticirlamb-Uke  Saviour.  Uq. 
to  this  (Chriftians)  you  are  exprefely  called,  i  Pet.  ii.  21,  a*. 
*•  BecaufeChrift  aifo  fufFcred  for  lis,  leaving  us  an  exampte, 
***  that  we  ihottld  follow  his  fteps.  Who  did  no  fin,  neither 
••  was  guile  found  In  his  mouth;  who  when  he  was  rcvil- 
*•  ed,  reviled  not  again  ;  when  Iw  fufFered,  he  threatned  nor; 
<«  but  committed  himfelf  to  hkn  that  judge th  righteoufly.** 
Here  is  your  pattern ;  a  perfe^  pattern !  a  lovely  and  excellent 
pattern  J  Wih  you  be  pcr/uadcd  to  the  imitation  of  Chrifi  here- 
in f  Meibinks  1  fhoufd  perinade  you  to  it  t  yea,  every  thing  about 
you  periuades  to  patience  in  you?  fufieriogs,  as  well  as  I :  look 
which  way  you  will,  upward  or  downward,  invirwd  or  ontwafd, 
backward  or  forward,  to  the  rigbt-ba^di  or  to  the  left^  youfhaU 
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'find  all  things  perfukdidg  and  urg'mg  the  doArlde  of  patience  u* 
pon  you.  , 

Tirft^    took  upibards^  when  tribulations  conie   irpoa  you : 

look  to  that  foverei^ti  Lord,  that  Comnjiflionates  and  fends  thefn 
*vpoA  you.    You  l^ow  troubles  do  not  rife  oUt  of  the  duO,  nor 

Ypringout  of  thegrot[tid,  butareframeti  in  heaved,  Jer.  jtvili. 
'11.  *•  Behold -iffjFsme  evil,  and  devife  a  device  agamft  yOu." 
^Troubles  and,4iiHi5{tions,are  of  the  Lorti^s  framing  and  devifing, 

'to  reduce  his  wanddrii^g  people  to  himfelf :  mucuTrke  that  de- 
•vice  of  Ab^lpm,  in  fetttng  Jo&b's  field  df  corn  on  fife,  to  bring 
Joab  to.hjui,. :»,Sam.  xiv.  30.     In  the  frame  of  your  afBiftions, 

'3^ou  va^y  dblerve  much  df  divine  wiidom  in  fbe  choice^  menfurt^ 

'ts^^feafon  of  your'troubles  :  foverdgnfy,  in  elcftirig  the  lnftru»- 
mfnts  of  your  afBijftion ;  in  making  them  as  afRi^live  afs  he  pleaf- 

'etb ;  and  in  making thekn  obedient  bbth  to  his  dall,  in<:otiiiaig'ao<I 

;going,  when  he  pleafeth.  Now,  could  ybu  in  times  of  trouble 
look  up  to  this  fovereign  hand,  in  which  your  fouls,  bodies,  antl 

']all  thetr  comforts  and  r&erdes  are ;  howquiet  would.yotfr  hearts 
be !  Pfal.  Xxxix.  9.  '*!  .was  duoib,  and  opened  ndt  my  mouth, 
**  becaufe  it  is  thy  doing."  i  Sam.  iii.  18.  "It  is  the  Lord,  let 

'  ••  'him  do  what  feemeth  him  good."  Oh,  when  vi^e  haveto  do 
with  m$:n,  and  look  no  higher,  how  do  our fpirits  f^ell'dndrife 

*^ith  revencje  and  impaticficy^  But  if  yoU  once  cOnie  to  fee,  that 
man  as  a  rod  in  your  Father's  hand,  ydti  Will  be  quicft ;   Pfil. 

'xhri.   lo.  "  Be  ftill,  and  know  that  I  am  God ;"  y.  d.  donfidir 

'  With  whom  *you  haVe  to  do ;  not  with  your  fellow,  but  with  your 
God,  whocan  puff  you  to  dcflruftion  with  one  bta  fl  of  hjs  mouth ; 

'In  whofc  hand  you  are,  j<s  the  cUy  in  the' potter's  hand.  It  is  fbr 
want  of  looking  up  to  Gpd.  in  our  troubles,  that  we  fret^  mtir* 

*mur,  and  defpond  ix  the  rate  wc'do. . 

Secondly,  Look  doivn'ward,  and  fee  what  is  bcldw  y6u,'ds  \i^cSl 
as  up  to  that  which  is  above  you.  You  arctijfflifted,  aiid  ydu 
cannot  beir  It,  Oh !  no  trouble,likc  your  trouble 'nivertoin  fa 
fuch  a  caf?.as  ^ou  afe  I  Well,  Well,  Caft  the  eye  oPyour  Itoirfd 
downwafd,  and  fee  thofe  who  lie  much  louver  tbiib  ybti.  C^a 
youTee  none  on  cirth  in  a'liiore  miferable  ftate  than  yourfelve^? 
Are  you  at  the  very  bottom,  and  rtot  a  man  belo^  yon?  fitfe 
there  are  thoufands  in  a  (adder  cafe'than  you  on  e^rtb.     ^Vbat 

'  is  your  affliction  ?  'Haive  you  loft  a  relation  ?  othei^s  haVc  loft  all. 
Have  you  loft  an  eftatc,  and  are  become  poor  ?  'Well,  *but  \htfc 
are  fome  you  read  of.  Job  x?(x.  4,  5,  6,:t.  "  Who' cut  tip  mal* 
••  lows  by  Che  bufhes,  and  juniper-roots  for  their  melt,    Th^ 

'«*  are  driven  forth  from  among  men,  they  cried  after  themes 
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••  after  a  thief.  They  dwell  in  the  cliffs  of  the  vallics,  in  caves 
**  of  the  earth,  and  in  the  rocks.  Among  the  bufhes  they  bray- 
"  ed,  under  the  nettles  they  were  gathered  together."  What 
difference,  as  to  manner  of  life,  do  you  find  between  the  per- 
fons  here  defcribed,  and  the  wild  beafts,  that  herd  together  in  a 
*  defolate  place?  Are  you  perfccuted  and  afflifted  for  Chrift's 
fake  ?  What  think  you  of  their  fufferings,  Heb.  xi.  36,  37.  ^*  Who 
''  had  trial  of  cruel  mockiogs;  yea,  moreover  of  bonds  and  ini* 

,'  *•  prlfonments  :  ihey  were  ftoncd ;  they  were  fewn  afunder,  were 
*•  tempted,  were  flain  with  the  ftvord,  they  wandred  about  id 
**  (hecp-lkins  and  goat-lkins, being  deftitute,  affli^ed  tormented* 
And  are  you  better  than  they  ?  I  know  not  what  you  are  ;   bot 

'  I  am  fure,  tbefe  were  fnch  "  of  whom  the  world  was  not  wor- 
*'  thy,"  ver.  38. 

Or  are  your  affliSlons  more  fpiritual  and  inward  ?  Say  not 
the  Lord  never  dealt  more  bitterly  with  the.  foul  of  any,  than 
he  hath  with  yours.  WfeaJt  think  you  of  the  cafe  of  David,  He- 
man^  Job,  Afaph,  whofe  doleful  cries,  by  reafon  of  the  terrors  of 
the  Almighty,  are  able  to  melt  the  ftoDied  heart  that  reads  their 
iflories  ?  the  Almighty  was  a  terror  to  them  :  the  arrows  of  God 
were  within  them^  they  roared  by  res^fon  of  the  difquietneis  of 
their  hearts.  ' 

Or  are  your  affliftions  outward  and  inward  together ;  an 
afBifted  foul,  in  an  aifflifted  body  ?  Are  you  fallen,  like  the 
ftip  in  which  Paul  failed,  into  a  place  where  two  feas  meet? 
Well,  fo  it  was  with  Paul,  Job,  and  many  other  of  thofe  wor- 
thies, gone  before  you.  Sure  you  may  fee  many  on  earth 
who  have  been,  or  are  in  far  lowtr  and  fadder  ftates  than  your- 
felves. 

Or  if  not  on  earth,  dcubtlefs,  you  will  yield  there  are  many 
in  hell,  who  would  be  glad  to  change  conditions  with  you,  as 
bad  as  you  think  yours  ^o  be.  And  were  not  all  thefc  mould- 
ed out  of  the  fame  lump  with  you  ?  Surely,  if  you  can  fee  any 
creature  below  you,  efpecially  any  reafonable  being,  you  have 
no  reafon  to  return  fo  ungratefully  upon  yourGcd,  and  accufe 

r  your  Maker  of  feverity ;  or  charge  God  fooli(hly.  Look  down, 
and  you  (hall  fee  grounds  enough  to  be  quiet. 

Thirdiy,  Look  inward,  you   difcon tented  (pirits,  and  fee  Jf 

^  you  can'find  nothing  there  to  quiet  you.     Caft  your  eye  into 

"  your  own  hearts  :  confider  either  the  corruptions,  or  the  graces 
that  are  there.     Cannot  you  find   weeds  enough  there,    that 

,ftcedfuch  winter-weather  as  this  to  rot  thetn  ?  Hath  not  that 

.  proud  heart  need  enough  of  all  this  jto  humble  it  ?  That  carnal 
heart  need  of  iuch  things  as  thefe  to  mortify  it  ?  That  backflid* 
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iog,  wandering  heart,  need  of  all  this,  to  reduce,  and  to  re- 
cover it  to  its  God  ?  **  If  need  be,  ye  a^e  in  heavinefs,**  i  Pet.  i. 
6.  O  Chriftian  I  did'ft  thou  not  fee  need  of  this  before  thoil 
cantieft  into  trouble  ?  Or  hath  not  God  (hewii  thee  the  need  of 
it  fince  thou  waft  under  the  rod  ?  'Tis  much  thou  (houldft  not 
fee  it;  but  be  aflured,  if  thou  doft  not,  thy  God  doth;  he 
knows  thou  wouldft  be  ruined  for  ever,  if  he  (hould  not  take 
this  courfe  with  thee. 

Thy  corruptions  require  all  this  to. kill  them.  Thy  lufts  will 
take  all  this,  it  may  be  more  than  this,  and  all  little  enough. 
And  as  your  corruptions  call  for  it,  fo  do  your  graces  too* 
Wherefore  think  y€  the  Lord  planted  the  principles  of  faith, 
humility,  patience, '  be  in  your  fouls  ?  What,  were  they  put 
there  for  nothing  ?  Did  the  Lord  intend  they  (hould  lie  fleep- 
ing  in  their  drowfy  habits  ?  Or  were  they  not  planted  there  ia 
prder  to  exercife  ?  And  how  (hall  they  be  exercifed,  without 
tribulations  ?  Can  you  tell  ?  Doth  not  "  tribulations  work  pati- 
**  cnce,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience  hope  ?"  Rtjm. 
v^  3,  4.  Is  not  "  the  tr\al  of  your  faith  much  more  precious, 
**  than  of  gold  that  perifties,"  x  Pet.  i.  7.  O  look  inward,  and 
you  will  be  quiet. 

Fourthly y  ^ok  outward^  and  fee  who  ftands  by  and  oblervcs 
your  carriage  under  trouble.  Are  there  not  many  eyes  upon 
you  ?  yea,  many  envious  obfcryers  round  about  you.  It  was 
David's  requcll,  Pfalm  v.  8.  •*  Lead  me,  O  Lord,  in  thy  rightc- 
**  oufnefs,  becaufe  of  mine  enemies;"  or,  as  the  Hebrew  word 
there  might  be  rendered,  becaufe  of  mine  obfervers  or  watchers. 
There  is  many  an  envious  eye  upon  you.  To  the  wicked  there 
C^n  fcarcely  be  an  higher  gratification  and  plcafure,  than  to  fee 
your  carriage  under  trouble  fo  like  their  own  :  for  thereby  they 
are  confirmed  in  their  prejudices  againft  religion,  and  in  their 
good  opinion  of  themfelvesj  Thefe  may  talk  and  profefs  more 
than  we;  but  when  they  are  tried,  and  put  to  it,  it  appears 
plainly  enough,  their  religion  enables  them  to  do  no  more  than 
we  do:  they  talk  of  heaven's  glory,  and  thelrfutureexpedlanc.es ; 
but  it  is  but  talk,  for  'tis  apparent  enough  their  hopes  cannot 
balance  a  fmall  afBiftion,  with  all  the  happinefs  they  talk  of. 
Oh,  how  do  you  diftionour  Chrift  before  bis  enemies,  when  you 
make  them  think  all  your  religion  lies  in  talking  of  it !  Confider 
who  looks  on.         . 

Fifthly^  Look  backward,  and  fee  if  thefe  be  nothing  behind 
you  that  may  hufh  and  quiet  your  impatient  fpirits  :  confult  the 
multitude  of  experiences  pafl-  and  gone;  both  your  own  and 

Ddd  2 


others.  Is  this  the  6rft  ftrait  that  ever  yoa  were  in  ?  if  fo,  yoi^^ 
l^ave  reafbn  to  be  quiet,  yet  to  biefs  God  that  hath  (pared  yo\{ 
fo  long,  when  others  have  had  their  days  iUled  up  vi^ith  forro^n; 
Bui  U  you  have  b<tn  iu  troubles  formerly,  and  the  Lord  bat^ 
helped  you ;  if  you  have  pall  through  the  fire,  and  not  becqt 
burnt ;  through  the  wa.tcfrs,  ^^nd  not  djrpwaed ;  if  God  hath 
ilood  by  you,  and  hitherto  helped  you^  Q  what  caufe  haye  yojji 
to  be  quiet  now,  and  patiently  wait  for  the  l^jvaijon  of  God  J 
Did  he  help  you  then,  aod  caanot  he  do  fo  nov^  ?  Did  h?  give; 
watery,  and  cannot  he  g*^ve  bread  alfo.^  Is  he  the  Gfod  of  the 
hills  only,  and  n.ot  the  Glod  of  the  vallics  ajfp  ?  0  qiJl  to  miii^ 
the  days  0f  old,  the  ycar5  of  the  right-haad  of  the  Moft  High* 
••  Thcfc  thiugs  I  recal  tp  inind^  therefore  I  have  hope,"  l^. 
\ii.  z  t .  pave  you  kept  no  records  of  paft  experiences  ?  Ho5«r  yiji^ 
fateful  theii  ha^e  )pai  been  to  yopr  God,  and  how  i9J|ori9»s  t<j 
yourfcives,  if  you  have,  not  read  them  pv^r  ift  ftich  ^  da^y  ai 
thjs  ?  for  tp  that  end  they  were  given  you, 
-  O  when  you  (hall  cpnfidcr  what  a  God  hp  haij^  been  tp  i^v^  ^ 
a^t  a  pinch;  how  faithfuUy  Jehovah'-jireh  hath  ^pqd  by  you; 
that  this  is  not  the  firft  time  your  hearts  and  hopes  have  beca 
low,  as  well  as  your  condition,  and  yet  God  hath  raifed  yovi 
again ;  fmrcly  you  wiM  6n&  your  prcftnt  troijWes  inadc  light,  by 
a  glance  back  uppn  yoqr  paft  experiences. 

Sixthly  y  Look  forward,  tp  the  end  pf  ypur  troi|blcs;  yea» 
look  to  a  double  end  of  them,  the  end  pf  thejr  duration,  aiaa 
the  end  of  their  operation.  Look  ye  to  thp  et^d  of  their  du- 
ration, and  that's  juft  by  yop ;  they  fcall  not  be  evcrlafting 
troifbles,  if  you  be  fuch  as  fcar  the  Lord.  "  The  God  of  ^U 
•*  grace,  who  hath  called  us  unto  his  eternal  glory  by  Jefus 
**  Chrift,  after  that  ye  have  [fullered  a  while]  mzl^e  you  perfea,** 

1  Pft.  V,  lo.  **  Thefe  light  a$Hli6>ipns,  arrbut  for  a  moment,** 

2  Gor.  iv.  18.  They  are  no  more  Comparativejy,  with  th^i; 
vaft  eternity  that  is  before  you.  Alas  !  whs^t  arc  a  few  da]w^ 
and  nights  pf  forrows,  whea  they  are  pafl;?  Are  they  not 
fwaUowed  up  as  a  fpoonful  pf  water  in  the  vaft  ocean  ?  But  tnore 
efpecially  look  to  the  end  of  their  operatidn.^     What  do  all  tiiefc 

"  aiHiftions  tend  tp,  and  effeft  ?  Op  they  pot  work  ovit  ;^a  exceed- 
ing weight  of  glory  ?  Are  yov|  not  by  them  made  **  partakers 
•*  of  h\s  holinefs  ?"  Heb.  xii.  Is  not  this  all  the  fruit,  to  take 
away  your  fins  ? '  What !  and  be  impatient  at  this  ;  fret  and 
repine,  becaufc  God  is,  this  way,  perfefting  your  happinefs  ? 
O  ungrateful  ibul!  Is  this  a  due  requital  of  th^t  love  that  dif* 
^ains  119 1  to  ftoop  to  fo  loiir  an  emplpyment^  4$  to  fcour  and 
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cJeaofe  ypur  fouls^  that  they  might  be  (luniog-veljfels  oChoaour 
to  all  eternity  i 

O  look  forward  to  the  end  of  your  troubles ;  the  end  of  their 
duration  and  operation. 

Seventhly,  took  u  tie  rig^ht-hand,  aod  fee  how  you  are  a- 
(hamed,  convinced  and  fllenced  by  other  Chriflians;  and  it  oia^ 
be  fuch  too,  s^  never  made  that  profefTion  you  have  done ;  and 
fet  can  not  only  patiently  bear  the  afiliAing  handof  God,  but 
lireblefling^  p^railiDg,  aod  admiring  God  under  their  troubles  ; 
VilkxXA  you  zt^  finnmg  againfl^  and  diihonouring  him  under 
fmaller  one$.  It  may  be  you  will  find  Ibme  poor  CbriiUans 
that  know  not  where  to  have  their  next  breads  aqd  yet  are 
fpeaking  of  the  bounty  of  their  God ;  wftile  you  are  repining  ip 
ihe  midd  of  plenty,.  Ah  !  if  there  be  any  ingenuity  in  you^  let 
this  (hame  you.     If  this  will  not,  then, 

Eightlj,  Look  t^your  kft^hantf,  and  there  you  will  fee  a  fad 
light,  and  what  one  would  think  fiiould  quiet  you.  There  yoa 
inay  fee  a  cooapany  pf  wicked,  gracelefs  wretches,  carrying 
themfelves  ond^r  (heir  troubles,  but  too  much  lilie  yon^rfelvei. 
What  do  they  more,  than  frpt  and  ipurmur,  dei'pond  and  fink ; 
piix  fin  v/ith  their  afflictions,  when  the  rod  of  God  is  upon  them  ? 

'Tis  time  fqr  thee  to  leave  off,  when  thou  (eeO  how  near  thou 
art  come  to  theip,  whom  thou  hopeA  thou  (halt  never  be  rank- 
i^and  numbered  with,  lieader,  fuch  confic^cr^tions  as  thefe, 
I  am  perfuaded,  would  be  of  fingular  ufe  to  thy  Iqul  at  fuch  a 
time,  but  above  all,  thine  eying  the  great  pattern  of  patience^ 
Je/uj  Chrtft :  whofe  Lamb  like  carriage,  under  a  trial,  with  xyhich' 
thine  is  not  to  be  named  the  fame  day,  is  here  i^econunended  ta 
thee.  0  Kow  (^uld  this  transforna  ihce  into  ^  lamb^  for  meek- 
nefsalfol 

S    E    R ,  M    Q ,  N      XX3^ 

Opens  the  Inftruftivcnefs  of  the  .Death  of  Chrijit, 
in  his  fcycn  laft  Words }  the  firft  of  ^hich  is  hcrp 
opened. 

I^UKEXxiii.  34.  Tien  fnid  Jefus,  Father,  forgive  than,  fc^- 
they  know  npt  what  they  do* 


\ 


TH  E  maiiner  in  whfch  Chrift  died,  hath  already  been  Or 
pe^^cdinthe>/i/zwfcand/^d/«>n(:^inwhichhcdied.    T|^e   j 
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third,  to  wit,  the  inflruSiivenefs  of  his  death,  now  follows,  ia 
thcfc  fevcn  excellent  and  weighty  iayings,  which  dropped  from 
his  blefled  lips  upon  the  tree,  whiift  his  facred  blood  dropped 
on  the  earth  from  his  wounded  hands  and  feet ;  ib  that  on  the 
crofs  he  exercifcd  both  his  prie(i]y  and  prophetical  office  toge- 
ther, redeeming  us  by  his  blood,  and  inArufbing  us  by  his  words. 

Thefe  feven  words  of  Chrlft  upon  the  crofs  are  his  laft  words, 

'with  which  he  breathed  out  his  foul.     The  laft  words  of  a  dy-* 

ing  man  are  remarkable ;  the  fcripture  puts  a  remark  upon 

them,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  i.  '"^Now  thefe  be  the  laft  words  of  Da- 

•*  vid  **     How  remarkable  are  the  laft  words  of  Chrift  ! 

Thefe  words  are  fevcn  in  number  ;  three  directed  to  his  Fa- 
ther, and  four  more  to  thofe  about  him.  Of  the  former  fort 
this  is  one,  Father^  forgive  them^  &c.  In  which  we  have, 
Firfij  The  mercy  deftred  by  Chrift^  and  that  is  forgivenefs.  ^^- 
condly.  The  perfons  for  whom  it  is  defired,  [Them,']  that  is, 
ihofe  cruel  and  wicked  perfons  that  were  now  imbruing  their 
bands  in  his  blood.  And,  thirdly^  The  motive  or  argument 
urged,  to  procure  that  mercy  from  his  Father',  for  they  know 
'not  what  they  do, 

FirJIy  The  mercy  prayed  for,  that  is,  forgivenefs  ;  Father ^  for* 
give,  Forgivenefs  is  not  doly  a  mercy,  a  fpiritual  mercy,  but 
one  of  the  greateft  mercies  a  foul  can  obtain  from  God,  that  with- 
out it,  whatever  elfe  we  have  from  God,  is  no  mercy  to  us  *• 
So  great  a  mercy  is  forgivenefs,  that  David  calls  him  Blejfed^  or 
rather  admires  the  blefTcdnefs  of  him  **  wbofe  tranfgreirion  isfor- 
**  given,  whofe  fin  is  covered."  This  mercy,  this  befl  of  mercies, 
'he  requefts  for  them.  Father,  forgive  them. 

Secondly y  The  perfons  for  whom  he  requefts  forgivenefs,^  are 
the  fame  that  with  wicked  hands  crucified  him.  Theit-  faft  was 
the  moft  horrid  that  ever  was  committed  by  men :  they  npt  on- 
ly ftied  innocent  blood,  but  the  blood  of  God ;  the  beft  of  mer- 
cies is  by  him  defired  for  the  worft  of  finners. 

Thirdly,  The  motive  or  argument  urged  to  procure  this 
mercy  for  them,  ^  is  this,/©r  they  know  not  what  they  do.  As  if 
'he  fhould  fay,  Lord,  what  thefe  poor  creatures  do,  is  not  fo  much 
out  of  malice  to  me  as  the  Son  God  ;  but  it  is  from  their  igno- 
ance.  Did  they  know  who,  and  what  I  am,  they  would  rather 
be  nailed  to  the  crofs  themfelves,  than  do  it.  To  the  (ame  pur- 
pofe  the  apoftle  faith,  i  Cor.  ii.  8.  **  Whom  none  of  the  princes 
*•  df  this  world  knew ;  for  had  they  known  it,  they  would  not 

'    *  niPK  DIK  Felicitates  hominis^  i,  e.  The  happinefs  of  men. 
fihntanus*. 
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•*  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory."  Yet  this  is  not  to  be  cx- 
teoded  to  all  that  had  an  band  ia  the  death  of  Chrifl,  bat  to  the 
ignorant  multitude ;  among  whom,  Ibme  of  God's  eleA  were, 
Vfho  afterwards  believed  in  hiin,  whofe  blood  they  fpllt,  A£V$ 
iii.  17.  "  And  now,  brethren,  I  wot  that  through  ignorance  ye 
/*  did  it/'  For  them  this  prayer  of  ChrlA  was  heard.  Hence  the 
notes  are, 

DoA.  I .  That  ignorance  is  the  ufual  caufe  of  enmity  to  Cbrifi. 

Doft.  2.  That  there  is  forgivenefs  with  Codf  forfuch  as  oppofe 
Chrift  out  of  ignorance. 

Doft.  3-  That  to  forgive  enemies^  and  beg  forgivennefs  for 
them^  is  the  true  charaSlcr  and  property  (f  the  Chriftian 
fpirit, 

Thefe  obfervations  contain  (b  much  praAical  truth,  that  it 
would  be  worth  our  time  to  open  an^i  apply  them  diAinQIy  ; 

Doft.  1.  nat  ignorance  is  the  ufual  caufe  of  enmity  to  Chrifi. 

**  Thefe  things  (faith  the  Lord)  will  they  do,  becaufe  they  have 
"  not  known  the  Father,  nor  me,"  John  xvi.  3.  What  thing 
doth  he  mean  ?  Why,  kill  and  deftroy  the  people  of  God,  and 
therein  fuppofe  they  do  God  good  fcrrice,  (/.  e.)  think  to  oblige 
and  gratify  the  Father,  by  their  butchering  his  children.  So  Jer. 
ix.  3.  "They  proceed  from  evil  to  evil ;  and  have  not  known  mei 
••  faith  the  Lord,"  q,  rf.  Had  they  the  knowledge  of  God,  this 
would  check  and  (Ipp  them  in  their  ways  of  wickednefs  ?  and  fo 
Pial.  Ixxiv.  20.  "  The  dark  places  of  the  earth  are  full  of  the  ha* 
*'  bitations  of  cruelty." 

Three  things  rauft  be  inquired  into,  fc.  What  their  ignorance 
of  Chrift  was.  Whence  it  was.  And  how  it  difpofed  them  to 
fuch "enmity  againft  him. 

Firji^  What  was  their  ignorance,  who  crucified  Chrift  ?  Ig- 
norance is  two-fold,  Jimple^  or  refpeElive  f.  Simple  ignorance 
is  not  luppofable  in  thefe  perfons,  for  in  many  things  they  were 
a  knowing  people.  But  it  was  refpeftivc  particular  ignorance, 
Rom<  xi.  25.  **  Blindnefs  in  part  is  happened  to  Ifrael."  They 
Unew  m^ny  other  truths,  but  did  not  know  Jcfus  Chrift :  in 
.  that  their  eyes  were  held.     Natural  light  they  had ;  yea»  and 
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fcriptnre  Kglit'thcy  had ;  bot  in  this  particular,  that  tMs  u*as  the 
Son  cfGod,  the  Saviour  of  the  ^Orld,  therein  they  were  blind 
^nd  ignorant, 

But  how  could  that  be  !  Had  they  not  heard  at  leaft  of  his  mi- 
raculous wdrks  ?  Did  they  notfee  how  his  birth,  life  and  death, 
•fquafcd  With  the  proph^cic^s,  both  in  time,  place)  sfnd  man  tier  ? 
Whence  (hould  this  their  ignorance  be  when  they  fa w,  or  at  leaft 
might  have  flen,  the  fcriptures  fulfilled  in  him ;  and  that  he 
came  among  tHcih  in  a  time  when  they  were  big  With'cxpeftati- 
ons  of  the  Meffiah  ? 

*Tis  rrile,  indeed,  the^  knew  the  fcriptures ;  and  it  cadnot 
but  be  foppofed  the  fame  of  his  mighty  works  had  reached  thcif 
ears:  But  yet,' 

Firjty  Though  they  had  the  fcriptures  among  iheiD,  they  inif- 
nnderftood  them  ;  and  die!  not  righdy  nbeafure  Cthrift  by  that 
right  rule.  You  find,  John  vii.  52.  how  they  reaf6n  with  Ni- 
codemus  againll  Chrift  ;  **  Aft  thou  alfo  of  Galilee  ?  Search, 
•*  and  fee  ;  for  out  of  Galilee  arifeth  no  prophet."  Here  is  a 
double  miflake:  yirft^  They  fiippofed  Chrift  to  atife  out  isf 
Galilee,  whereas  he  was  of  Bethlehem,  though'much  converfant 
in  the  parts  of 'Galilee  :  And,  iS^co/zi^,  They  thought,  becaiflc 
they  could  find  no  prophet  had  arilen  out  of  Galilee,  thercfbrc 
none  (hould. 

Another  mihake  that  blinded  them  about  Chrift,  was  from 
their  conceit  that  Chrift  (hould  not  die,  but  live  for  ever,  John 
xii.  34.  "  Wc  have  hpard  out  of  the  law,  that  Chrift  abideth 
•'  for  ever  :  arid  how  fayeft  thou,  the  Son  of  inan  mnft  be  lift- 
**  ed  up  ?  Who  is  the  Son  of  man  ?*'  That  fcripture  which  pro- 
bibly  they  urge  againft  the  mortality  of  Chrift,  is  Ifa.  ix.  7. 
"  Of  the  increafe  of  his  government  and  peace,  ttee  (hail  be 
"  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  David,"  6*c.  In  like  manner, 
John  vii.  ay.  we  find  them  in  another  miftakc  ;  "  Wc  knoW 
*•  this  man  whence  he  is  ;.but  when  Chrift  cometh,  no  man 
**  knoweth  whence  he  is."  This,  likely,  proceeded  from  their 
mifunderttanding  of  Micah  v.  2.  "  His  goings  forth  have  been 
•*  from  of  old,  from  cveilaftirig."  Thus  were  they  blinded  a- 
bout  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  by  Hilfinterpretaiions  of  fcriptiirc- 
propliecles.  . 

Secoiidly^  Another  thing  occafioning  their  miftake  of  Chrift, 
was  tht  outward  meannefs  and  defpicablerlefs  of  his  condicion. 
They  ex'pefted  a  pompous  Meffiah,  one  that  (hould  come  with 
'  ftare  and'glory,  becoming  tlie  king  of  Ifrad.  But  When  th^ 
faw  him  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  coming  in  poNAerty,  not  to  be , 
miniftred  unto,  but  to  mimfter,  'they  utterly  rejcftld  him^ 
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**  We  hid,  as  it  were,  our  faces  from  him ;  he  was  defpifedv 
<<  aod  we  etleemed  him  oot,"  iia.  liii.  3.  Nor  is  it  any  greiit 
wonder  thcie  (hoald  be  icaodalized  at  his  poverty,  when  tiM 
difciples  themfelves  had  fuch  carnal  apprebcniions  of  his  king- 
dom,  Mark  x.  37,  38. 

Thirdly^  Add  to  this,  their  implicit  faith  10  the  learned  rab- 
bles and  dodlors,  who  utterly  milled  then  in  this  matter,  and 
greatly  prejudiced  them  againA  Chrift.  "  Lo  (fay  they)  he ' 
''  fpeaketh  boldly,  and  they  fay  nothing  to  him.  Do  the  rnlers 
**  know  indeed  that  this  is  the  very  Chri/l  V*  They  pinned  their 
faith  upon  the  rulers  Deeves,  and  fnffercdthem  to  carry  it 
whither  they  would.  This  was  their  ignorance,  and  tfaefe  its 
caufes. 

Thirdly,  Let  us  fee,  in  the  next  place,  how  this  difpofed 
them  to  fuch  enmity  againft  Chrift.    And  this  it  doth  tiiree 
'  ways ;  i 

Firflj  Ignorance  difpofes  men  to  enmity  and  oppofition  to 
Chrift,  by  removing  thofe  hinderances  that  would  otherwife 
keep  them  from  it :  as  checks  and  rebukes  of  confcience,  by 
which  they  are  reftrained  from  evil ;  but  conlcience  binding 
and  reproving  in  the  authority  and  virtue  of  the  law  of  God  ; 
where  that  law  is  not  known,  there  can  be  no  reproofs ;  and 
therefore  we  truly  fay,  That  ignorance  is  virtually  every  fin. 

Secondly^  Ignorance  enflaves  and  fubjefts  the  foul  to  the 
lufts  of  Satan  ;  he  is  "  the  ruler  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world,** 
Eph.  vi.  12.  There  is  no  work  fb  bafe  and  vile,  bi^t  an  igno- 
rant man  will  undertake  it.  .   ' 

Thirdly,  Nay,  which  is  more,  if  a  man  be  ignorant  of  Chrift, 
bis  truths,  or  peopfe ;  he  will  not  only  opppfe,  and  perfecute, 
but  he  will  alfo  do  it  confcientiaufly,  (i.  e.)  he  will  look  upoA 
it  as  his  duty  fb  to  do,  John  xvi.  3.  Before  the  Lord  opened 
Paul's  eyes,  "  he  verily  thouf^ht  that  he  ought  to  dp  many  thmgs 
•*  contrary  to  the  name  of  Chrift."  Thus  you  have  a  brief  ac- 
count what,  and  whence  their  ignorance  was,  and  how  it  difpofed 
and  prepared  them  for  this  dreadful  work.    Hence  we  learn. 

Inference  i.  Hov)  falfefy  is  the  go/pel  charged  as  the  cauft 
€f  dtfcord  and  trouble  in  the  'world.  It  is  not  light,  but  dark- 
nefs, that  makes  men  fierce  and  cruel :  as  light  increafes,  fb 
doth  peace,  Ifa.  xi.  6,  pi  "  The  wolf  alfo  ftiall  dwell  with  the 
*'  lamb,  and  the  leopard  lie  down  with  the  kid  ;  and  the  calf 
"  and  the  young  lion,  and  the  failing  together ;  and  a  little  child 
•*  (hall  lead  them  ;  they  (hall  not  hurt  nor  deftroy  in  all  my  holy 
^  mountain  ;  for  the  earth  ftiall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
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*•  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea."  What  a  fad  cooditioil 
woold  tho  world  be  in  withoar  gofpel-light !  all  places  would 
be  deos  of  rapine,  and  mountains  of  prey.  Certainly,  we  owt 
iBucb  of  oar  dvil  liberty,  and  outward  tranquillity  to  gofpel- 
light.  If  a  fword,  and  variance,  at  any  time,  follow  the  gofpel, 
'lis  but  an  acddental,  not  a  diredl  and  proper  effedl  of  it. 
Inference  2.  How  dreadful  is  it  to  oppofe  Chriji  and  his  truths 
!  knowingly t  and  with  open  eyes  f  Chrift  pleads  jtheir  ignorance 
as  an  argument  to  procure  their  pardon.  Paul  himfelf  was 
once  filled  with  rag^  and  madnefs  againfl:  ChriA  and  his  truths : 
.  it  was  well  for  him  he  did  it  ignorantly  :  had  he  gone  againfl  his 
l^ht  and  knowledge,  there  had  been  little  hope>.of  bim,  i  Tim. 
i.  13.  'M  was  a  blafphemer,  a  perfecutor,  and  injurious; 
•'  but  I  obtained  mercy,  becaufe  I  did  it  ignorantly,  and  in  unbe- 
•*  lief."  I  do  not  fay,  it  is  iimply  impouible  for  one  that  know* 
ingly,  and  maiicioufly  oppofes  and  perfecutes  Chrift  and  his  peo- 
ple, to  be  forgiven,  but  it  is  not  ufual,  Hcb.  vi.  4,  5.  There  arc 
tew  inftances  of  it. 

Inference  3  What  an  awful  majejly fits  upon  the  brow  ofhdi^ 
nefsy  that  few  dare  to  oppofe  it  that  fee  it !  There  are  few  or  none 
fo  daringly  wicked,  to  figlit  againfl  it  with  open  eyes;  1  Pet^ 
iii.  13.  **  Who  will  harm  you  whilft  ye  are  followers  of  that 
"  which  is  good ;"  q  d.  who  dare  be  fo  hardy  to  let  upon  knowji 
godiinefs,  or  afflift  and  wrong  the  known  friends  of  it,?  The  true 
reafon  why  many  Chridians  fpeed  fo  bad,  is  not  becaufe  they  are 
godly,  but  becaufe  they  do  not  manifeA  the  power  of  godliDe&, 
more  than  they  do :  their  lives  are  fo  like  the  lives  of  others^ 
that  they  are  often  miftaken  for  others.  CJyprian  brings  in  the 
wicked  of  his  time,  thus  fcoffing  at  profefTors.  **  Heboid,  they 
'*  that  boafl  themfelves  to  be  redeemed  from  the  tyranny  of  Sa- 
**  tan,  and  to  be  dead  to  the  world,  how  are  they  overcome  by 
«*  the  lufts  of  it,  as  well  as  other  men  *  :*'  Look  as  the  poverty 
and  meannefs  of  Chrift's  outward  condition  was  a  ground  of 
their  miflake  of  him  then,  fo  the  povettyand  meannefs  of  our 
^  love  to  God,  heavenly^mindednefs,  and  mortification  to  this 
WDrld>  is  a  difguife  to  profeflbrs,  and  a  caufe  why  they  are  not 
more  owned  and  honoured  in  the  confciences  of  men  at  this  day. 
tor  holinefs,  manifefted  in  its  power,  is  fo  awfully  glorious, 
that  the  confciences  of  the  vileft  cannot  but  honour  it,  and  do 

*  Ecce  qui  jaflant  fe  redimpt^s  a  tyrannide  Sat  ana  tt  qui  pr^ 
dicant  fe   mortups  tnundo  nihihminus   cupiditatihus  vincunturi 
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cbeyfaoce  to  it ;  Mark  vi.  20.  '•  Herod  feared  John,  for  he  was  a 
«*juftman" 

Inference/^.  7he  enemies  of  Chrift  are  ohjeSff  of  pity.  Jlas^ 
ibey  are  blinds  and  know  nojt  what  they  do,  Tis  pity  that  any 
Other  aiTeAion  than  pity,  (hould  ftir  in  our  hearts  towards 
them ;  Were  their  eyes  but  open,  they  would  never  do  as  they 
do :  We  ffaould  look  upon  them  as  the  phyfician  doth  upon 
hid  fiel^  diftempered  psltient  f.  Did  they  but  fee  witlx  the  fame 
Jigbt  yiiu  do,  they  woiild  be  as  far  firem  hating  Chrift,  or  his 
ways,  as  you  arc,  Sitnul  ac  dejinunt  ignorare^  djsfinunt  odijjc  ;  as 
iocm  as  they  ceafe  to  be  ignorant,  they  ceafe  to  hate,  faith  Ter* 
tttilian. 

Inference  ?.  Hcrw  needful  is  it  before  we  engage  ourjeivee 
'agaifi  any  per/in  or  way^  to  be  wellfatisjied  and  refohed  thaf 
a  is  a  wicked  per/on  or  praBice  that  we  oppofe  ?  You  lee  the 
world  generally  runs  upon  a  miftake  in  this  matter.  O  beware 
of  doing  you  know  not  what !  for  though  you  do  yon  know 
not  what,  Satan 'knows  what  he  is  doing  by  you:  he  blinds 
your  eyes,  and  then  fets  you  to  work,  knowing  that  if  you 
ihould  but  fee  what  you  are  doing,  yon  would  rather  die  than 
do- it:  you  may  now  do  you  know. not  what;  but  you  ma^ 
afterwards  have  time  enough  to  refieA  on,  and  lament  what  ^ 
you  have  done :  you  may  now  do  you  know  nor  what,  an^ 
hereafter  you  may  not  know  what  to  do.  O  beware  what  you 
do! 

"Dofl*.  1,  That  there  is  forgivenefs  with  God^  forfuch  as  oppcfi 
Chrift  out  of  ignorance. 

If  all  manner  of  fin  and  blafphemy  (hali  be  forgiven  to  jxl^vi^ 
then  this,  as  well  as  others,  Mat.  xii.  3 1 .  We  are  not,  with  The- 
ophilaA,  to  imderftand  ^at  place  of  the  c^rfain/y  of  pardon; 
ciuch  left,  with  Origen,  of  ihc  defert  of  it ;  nor  yet,  with  Janfc- 
«ias,  of  the  facikty  of  it,  but  rather  of  At  pojfibility  of  forgive^- 
.  nefs  :  it  (hail  be  ib  to  fome;  it  may  be  fo  to  you ;  even,  thofe 
whofe  widced  hands  had  crucified  Chrift,  may  receive  remi/TiQa 
by  that  blood  they  ftied,  Afts  ii.  23,  38.  compared.   . 

I  have  two  things  here  to  do :  Firft,  To  ope)2  the  oature  of 


£e  e  2 


\ 
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f  I  meet  with  many  given  to  wine,  luft,  aflA  ingratitud^,  and 
many  diftra^ed  with  furious  ambition,  on  all  thefe  the  wife  man" 
ivill  look  with  as  o^aoh  compaffion  as  a  phyfician  does^ba  his  patient. 
iSeacca  oa  Anger ^ 
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the  forgtveneft,  and  (hew  you  what  it  is.    Secondly^  To  evinqs 
the  poffibiiity  of  it,  for  fuchas,  miftakingly,  oppofeChrift, 

For  the  Firft^  Forgivenefs  is  God^s  gracious  difcbarge  ^f  a  bt^ 
lieving  penitent  finner^  from  the  guilt  ff  all  Us  f%n^  for  Chrjfi^s 
fake. 

his  Cod^s  difcharge :  there  is  indeed /rtff^riw/ forgivenefs,  by 
which  one  man  forgives  another ;  fo  far  as  he  is  interefted  in  the  . 
wrong,  Luke  vi.  37.  There  is  alfoa  mimfteriat  fbr^venefs, 
whereby  the  minifler  of  Chrift,  as  his  mouth,  and  in  his  name, 
declares  the  pardon,  or  min'iCVerially  applies  the  promife^  of  par- 
don to  penitent  offenders,  John  xx.  23.  Bat  none  can  abfoiutely 
and  properly  forgive  fin,  but  God  only,  Markii.  7.  The  primery, 
and  principal  wrong  is  done  to  him;  Plal.  U.  4.  **  Againft  thee, 
**  thee  only"  (ie/)  thee  mainly  or  efpecially,  "have  I  finned.*^ 
Hence  fins  are  metonymicaUy  called  debts,  debts  to  God,  Mat« 
vi.  I2«  Not  that  ytt  owe  them  to  God,  or  ought  to  fm  againft 
him ;  but  as  pecuniary  debt  obliges  him  that  owes  it,  to  the  pe- 
nalty, if  he  fadsfy  not  for  it ;  fo  do  our  fins.  And  who  can  di& 
charge  the  debtor,  but  the  aeditor  ? 

It  is  a  gracious  a£l  to  difcharge,  «'  I,  even  I,  am  he  Aat 
**  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffion  for  mine  own  name  fake,"  Ifa. 
;xliii.  25.  And  yet  fio  is  not  fo  forgiven,  as  that  God  expeds  no 
fatisfa^ion  at  all ;  but  as.  expeding  none  from  us,  becaufe  God 
hath. provided  9  furety  for  us,  from  whom  he  is  Satisfied,  £ph* 
I.  7.  "  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  the  for* 
•*  givenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace." 

It  is  a  gracious  difcharge  from  the  guilt  of  fin.  Guilt  is  that 
which  pardon  properly  deals  with.  Guilt  is  an  obligation  to 
pnnifhment.  Pardon  is  the  difiblving  that  obligation.  Guile 
is  a  chain  with  which  finners  are  bound  sind  fettered  by  the  law. 
Pardon  is  that  Aqtu^ortis  that  eats  it  afunder,  and  makes  the 
prifoner  a  free  man.  The  pardoned  foul  is  a  difcharged  foul, 
Rom.  viii.  33.  *•  Who  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God*« 
^^  elect  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth,  who  (hall  condemn  ?  It  is 
^*  Chrift  that  died." 

his  Gdis  difcharge  rfa  believing  penitent  finner.  Infide* 
lity  and  impenitency,  ar^  not  only  fins  in  themfelves,  bnt  inch 
jins  as  bind  faft  all  other  fins  upon  the  foul  ''  £y  him,  all  that 
**  believe  are  juftified  from  all  things,"  Afts  x.  43.  So  Afts 
}ii.  19.  **  Repent  therefore,  that  your  fins  niay  be  blotted  out." 
This  is  the  method  in  tvhich  God  difpenfeth  pardon  to  fianers^ 

taftly,  It  is  for  Chrift' s  fake  we  are  difcharged;  he  is  thf 
B^^rttQripus <:a^fc  pf  our  rcmiifioo,    '*  As  Cod,  for  Chrift'$  fake, 
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*^  bath  forgiven  yoa/'  Eph.  iv.  32.    It  is  his  blood  alone  that 
meritorioudy  procures  our  difchargei 

This  is  a  brief  and  true  account  of  the  D|ture  of  forgive- 
nefs. 

Secondly^  Now,  to  evince  the  poffibility  of  forgivcnefs,  for 
fuch  as  ignorantly  oppofe  Chrift,  let  thefe  things  be  weighed : 

Firjij  Why  (hould  any  poor  foul,  that  is  now  humbled  for 
its  enmit/to  Chrift  in  the  days  of  ignorance,  queflion  the  poi^ 
iilHlity  of  forgivenefs,  when  thi^  efFtft  doth  not  exceed  the 
power  of  the  caufe ;  nay,  when  there  is  more  efficacy  in  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  the  meritorious  caufe,  than  is  in  this  eflPedof 
it  ?  There  is  powejr  enough  in  that  blood,  not  only  to  pardon 
thy  fins,  but  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  were  it  actually  appli<* 
ed,  I  John  ii.  2.  There  is  not  only  a  fufficiency,  but  alio  a  re* 
dundancy  of  merit,  in  that  precious  blood.  Surely  then  thy 
enmity  to  Chrift,  efpecially,  before  thou  knoweft  him,  may  not 
look  like  an  onpardonable  iniquity  in  thine  eyes. 

Secondly t  And  as  this  fin  ^ceeds  not  the  power  of  the  me* 
ritorious  caufe  of  forgivenefs;  fo  neither  is  it  any  where  ck- 
cluded  from  pardon,  by  any  word  of  God.  Nay,  fuch  is  the 
extenfiveaeOs  of  the  promife  to  believing  penitents,  that  this 
cafe  is  manifeftly  included,  and  forgivenefs  tendered  to  thee  in 
the  promifes,  Ifa»  Iv.  7.  "  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and 
**  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts;  and  let  him  return  unco 
'*  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  on  him^  and  toonr  God,  foV 
*^  he  will  abundantly  pardon."  Many  fuch  extenfive  promifes 
there  are  in  the  fcriptures  :  and  there  is  not  one  parenthefis  in 
all  thefe  blefled  pages,  in  which  this  cafe  is  excepted. 

Thirdly y  And  'tis  yet  morefatisfaftory ;  that  God  hath  already 
aflually  forgiven  fuch  finners ;  and  that  which  he  hath  done,  he 
may  again  do :  yea,  therefore  he  hath  done  it  ^  ibme,  and  thole 
eminent  for  their  enmity  to  Chrift,  that  others  may  be  encou- 
raged to  hope  for  the  fame*mercy,  when  they  aUo  dual]  be,  in 
the  iame  manner,  humbled  for  it.  Take  one  famous  inftance  of 
many;  it  is  that  of  Paul  in  Tim.  i.  13,  16.  "  Who  was  before 
**  a  blafphemer,  a  perfecutor,  and  injurious.  But  I  obtained  mer- 
♦*  cy,  becaufe  I  did  it  ignorantly  in  unbelief.— How  belt  for  this 
''  caufe  I  obtained  mercy,  that  in  me  firft  Jefus  (thrift  might 
**  ftiew  ^  forth  all  long-fuffering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  which 
♦*  fhould  hereafter  believe  on  him  toeverlafting  life."  It  is  no 
fmall  encouragement  to  a  fick  man,  to  hear  of  fome  that  have 
been  recovered  out  of  the  fame  difeafe,  and  that  prevailing  in  an 
higher  degree,  than  in  himfelf. 

foftrthfy,  Mor^over^  it  is  encouraging,  to  confiderj^  That 


wheo  God  htth  cot  off  others  io  the  way  of  their  fio,  he  hath  hi- 
therto fpared  thee.  What  fpeaks  this  but  a  purpofe  of  merqf 
Ip  the  foul  \  Thoa  fliouldft  account  the  long*fum:ring  of  God 
thy  falyatioo,  2  Pet.  iii.  15.  Had  he  fmitten  thee  in  the  way  of 
fhy  fin  and  emnity  to  Chrid,  what  hope  had  remained !  Bnt  in 
that  he  hath  not  only  fpared  thee,  bat  alfo  ^ven  thee  a  heart  ia- 
gennouily  afhamed,  and  humbled  for  thy  evils :  doth  not  this 
^eak  mercy  for  thee ;  furely  it  looks  like  a  gradous'defign  of 
love  to  thy  foul. 

Jfrference  i .  And  is  there  forgivenefs  with  God  for  fuch  as  have 
been  enemies  to  Cbrift,  his  truths,  and  people  ?  Then  certainly 
there  is  pardon  and  mercy  for  the /fiends  ofGod^  who  invoiuntari^ 
iyfaUitttoJiny  by  the  furprizals  0/ temptation,  and  are  broken  for 
itf  as  ingenuous  children  for  offending  a  good  Father.  Can  any 
doubt,  if  God  have  pardon  for  fuch  enemies,  he  hath  none  for 
children  ?  if  he  have  forgivenefs  for  fuch  as  (bed  the  bigbd  of 
Chrift  with  wicked  hands,  hath  he  not  much  more  mercy  and 
forgivenefs  for  fuch  as  love  Chctft,  and  are  more  a£9id^ed  for 
tl\(ir  fin  agaioft  him,  than  all  other  troubles  they  have  in  the 
world  ?  Doubt  it  not,  but  he  that  receives  enemies  into  his  bo- 
{om^  will  much  more  receive  and  embrace  children,  though  ofienp 
ding  ones. ' 

How  penfive  do  the  dear  children  of  God  (bmetimes  fit,  after 
their  lapie  into  fin  ? ,  Will  God  ever  pardon  this  ?  will  he  be  re- 
conciled again  ?  May  I  hope  his  face  (hall  be  to  me,  as  in  for« 
mer  times  ?  Penfive  foul !  if  thou  didft  but  know  the  l^u^e- 
pe6,  tenderncfs,  freenefs  of  that  grace,  which  yearns  over  ene- 
mies, and  hath  given  forth  tboufands,  and  ten  thoufands  of  par^ 
dons  to  the  worll  of  finners,  thou  wouldlV  not  fink  at  that  rate. 

Inference  2.  Is  there  pardon  with  God  for«enemiesf  ffoiu 
inexcufable  then  are  all  they  that  perjifi  andperijh  in  their  eu' 
enity  to  Chrijl  /  fur«  their  deftrudtion  is  of  themlelves.  Mercy 
is  (^ered  to  them,  if  they  will  receive  it,  lia,  Iv.  7.  Procla- 
mation is  made  in  the  gofpel,  that  if  there  be  any  among  the 
^enemies  of  Cbrift,  who  repent  of  what  they  have  been,  and 
done  agatnA  him,  and  are  now  unfeignedly  willing  to  be  recon- 
ciled, upon  the  word  of  a  King,  they  (hall  find  mercy :  But 
«*  God  (hail  wound  the  head  of  the  enemies,  and  the  hairy  fcalp 
**  of  iuch  a  one  as  gocth  on  ftill  in  his  trrfpaffes,"  Pfal.  IxviS. 
A  I.  "  If  be  turn  not,  he  will  whet  his  fword  ;  he  hath  bent 
'*  tis  bow,  and  made  it  ready  ;  he  hat^  dfo  prepared  for  bioaL 
^*  the  infiruments  of  death:  He  ordaineth  his  arrows  againft 
*«  the  perfecu tors,"  Pfal.  vii.  12. 

Thi$  lays  th^  blood  of  ev^ry  man  tha^  pcrifbes  in  jbis  ^mity 
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to  Chrift,  at  his  owq  door ;  aod  vindicales  the  righteonfiieft  of 
Crod,  in  the  feTereft  Orokes  of  wrath  upon  them  :  This  alfo 
^ill  be  a  catting  thought  to  their  hearts  eternally :  I  tnlght  once 
have  had  pardon,  and  I  refufed  it :  the  gofj^l  trumpet  Too oded 
a  parley :  fair  and  gracious  terms  were  ofFcred.  but  I  rejefted 
them. 

Inference  3.  \%  there  mercy  with  God  and  forg^veneS,  c* 
Ven  for  his  worft  enemies,  upon  their  fubmiifipn ;  Ho-m  unKkg 
to  God  then  ^re  all  implacable  fpirits !  Some  there  are  that  can-r 
not  bring  their  hearts  to  forgive  an  enemy ;  "  to  whom  revenge 
*^  is  fwecter  than  life  *."  i  Sam.  xxiv.  i6,  ."If  aman-filDd  his 
'*  enemy,  will  he  let  him  go  ?'*  This'  is  hell-fire,  a  fire  that  ne- 
ver goeth  out.  How  little  do  fuch  poor  creatures  confider,  if 
God  (hou Id  deal  by  them,  as. they  do  by  others^  what  words 
could  exprefs  the  mifery  of  their  condition !  It  is  a  fad  fin,  and 
a  fad  fign,  a  charaAer  of  a  wretched  (late,  wherever  it  appears. 
Thofe  thaf  have  found  mercy^  Ihould  be  ready  to  (hew  mercy : 
and  they  that  expeA  mercy  themielves,  ihould  not  deny  it  o- 
thers. 

This  brings  us  upon  the  third  and  laft  obfervation^  viz. 

Doft.  3.  That  to  forgive  enemies,  and  beg  forglvemfs  for 
them,  is  the  true  chara^er  and  property  (f  the  ChrifHafk 
fpirit. 

Thus  did  Chrifl:  "  Father  forgive  them."  And  thus  did 
Stephen,  in  imitation  of  Chrifl»  A  As  vii.  59,  60.  "  And  they 
'*  fioned  Stephen,  calling  upon  God,  and  fayiDg,  Lord  Jefu9 
*^  receive  my  fpirit.  And  he  kneeled  down,  and  cried  with  a 
**  loud  voice,  Lord,  lay  not  this  fin  to  their  charge.'*  Thit^ 
fuits  with  thcf  rule  ©f  Chrifl,  Mat.  v.  44,  45.  *«  But  I  fay  unto 
*•  you,  love  your  enemies ;  blefs  them  that  curfe  yon,  do  good 
*•  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  defpitefully 
**  ufe  you  and  peffecute  you ;  that  ye  may  be  the  ehildren  of 
**  God  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.*' 

Here  I  (hall  firft  open  the  nature  of  this  duty,  and  fhew  you 
^hat  a  forgiving  fpirit  is;  and  theft  the  excellency  of  it,  bow 
well  it  becomes  all  that  call  themfelves  Chriftians. 

FirJI,  Let  us  enquire  what  this  Chriftian  forgivenefs  is.  And 
that  the  nature  of  it  may  the  better  appear,  1  fhall  fhew  yott 
both  what  It  is  not,  and  what  it  is. 

Firfiy  it  confifls/not  in  a  Stoical  infenftbility  of  wrongs  and 

♦  Et  vittdi^a  bmum  vita  jucundiut  tpfn^ 
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mjuriet.  God  hath  not  made  men  as  inieofible,  (lopid  blocks, 
tbat  have  no  fenfe  or  feeling  of  what  is  done  to  them.  Nor 
bath  he  made  a  law  inconfifleot  with  their  very  natures  that  are 
Id  be  governed  by  i^  but  allows  us  a  tender  ienfe  of  natural 
evils,  though  he  will  not  allow  us  to  revenge  them  by  moral  e- 
vils :  nay,  the  more  deep  and  tender  our  refentments  of  wrongs, 
and  injuries  are,  the  more  excellent  Is  our  forgiveneis  of  them : 
lo  that  a  forgiving  fpirit  doth  not  exclude  fenfe  of  injuries,  but 
the  fenfe  of  injuries  graces  the  forgiveneis  of  them. 

Secondly,  Chriftian  forgivenefs  is  not  a  poHtic  concealment  of 
our  wrath  and  revenge,  hecaufe  it  will  be  a  reproach  to  difcover 
iti  OTf  becaufe  we  want  opportunity  to  vent  it.  This  is  carnal 
policy,  not  ChriAian  meeknefs.  So  far  from  being  the  mark 
of  a  gracious  fpirit,  that  it  is  apparently  theifign  of  a  vile  na- 
ture«    It  is  not  Chriflianity  to  repofe  f,  but  depofe  injuries. 

Thirdly,  Nor  is  it  that  moral  virtue,  for  which  we  are  behot' 
den  to  an  eafier  and  better  nature,  and  the  help  of  tfioral  rules 
and  documents*  There  are  certain  virtues  attainable  without 
the  change  of  Aatui;e,  which  rhey  call  homilitical  virtues^  be- 
caule  they  greatly  adorn  and  beautify  nature ;  fuch  as  tempe- 
rance, patience,  juftice,  6c.  Thcfe  are  of  fmgular  ufe  to  con- 
ftrve  pence  and  order  in  the  world :  and  without  them,  (as 
on^  aptly  fpeaks)  the  world  would  foon  break  up,  and  its  civil 
fodeties  difband.  But  yet,  though  thefe  are  the  ornaments  of 
nature,  they  do  not  argue  the  change  of  nature.  All  graces, 
in  the  exerciies  of  them,  involve  a  refpeft  to  God :  And  Tor  the 
being  of  them,  they  are  not  by  natural  acquidcion,  but  fuper-^ 
natural  infufion. 

Fourthly,  and  laftly,  Chriftian  forgivenefs  is  not  an  injurious- 
giving  up  of  our  rights  and  properties  to  the  lujt  of  every  one 
that  hath  a  mind  to  invade  them, ,  N6 ;  thefe  we  may  lawfully 
defend  and  prefcrve,  and  are  bound  fo  to  do;  though,  if  we 
cannot  defend  them  legally,  we  muft  not  avenge  out  wrongs 
unchrinianly :  This  is  not  Chriflian  forgivenefs.  But,  then 
pofitively. 

It  is  a  Chriftian  lenity,  or  gentlenefs  of  mind,  not  retaining, 
but  freely  pajftng  by  the  injuries  done  to  us,  in  obedience  to  the 
command  qf  God. 

it  is  a  lenity,  or  gentleneft  of  mind.  The  grace  of  God  de- 
mulces  the  angry  Aomach  ;  calms  the  tumultuous  padions; 
new-moulds  our  four  fpirits,  and  makes  them  benign,  gentle, 

f  Manet  alia  mente  rep$flum*     Virg.  Eneid:  lib.  i. 
Peef  graven  in  her  heart  the  doom  rcmaia'dt    Drydem 
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and  cafy  10  be  iotreated ;  Gal.  v.  22.  **  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
•*  is  Jov^,  joy,  peace,  long-^iufFcring,  gentlcnefs,"  ire. 

This  gracious  lenity  inclines  tf/e  Chrifiian  to  pafs  by  injuries  : 
Jo  to  pafs  them  by,  as  nHther  to  retain, them  revengefully  in  the 
mitul,  or  requite  them  when  w,e  have  opportunity  with  the  hand  : 
Yea,  and  that  freely,  not  by  conAraint,  becaufe  we  cannot  a* 
venge  omfilves,  b.ut  willingly.  We  abhor  to  do  it  when  we 
"  caa.  So  that  as  a  carnal  heart  thinks  revenge  its  glory,  the  gra- 
cious heart  is  content  that  forgiveuefs  (bould  be  his  glory.  I 
will  be  even  with  him,  faith  nature  :  I  will  be  above  him,  faith 
grace  ;  it  is  his  glory  to  pafs  over  tranrgrellion,  Prov.  xix.  1 1. 

And  this  it  doth  in  obidience  to  the  command  of  God:  Their 
own  nature  inclines  them  another  way.  «*  The  fpirit  that  is  ia 
••  us  lufleth  to  envy  ;  but  he  giveth  more  grace,"  James  iv.  5. 
It  lufteih  to  revenge,  but  the  icar  of  God  rcpreffeth  thofe  moti»> 
qns.  Such  con C derations  as  thcfe  God  hath  forbidden  me  ; 
yea,  and  God  hath  forgiven  me,  as  well  as  forbidden  me  :  they 
prevail  upon  hiin,  when  nature  urges  to  revenge  the  wrong. 
*•  Be  kind  one  to  another,  tender-hearted,  forgiving  one  ano» 
"  thcr,  even  as  God  for  Chrift's  fake  hath/orgiyea  you,"  Eph. 
iv.  32.     This  is  forgivenels  in  a  Chriftian  fcnle. 

Secondly,  And  that  this  is  excellent,  and  fingularly  "becoming 
the  proftiTion  of  Chrift,  is  evident ;  inafrouch  as, 

This  f peaks  your  religion  excellent,  that  can  mould  your  hearts 
into  that  heavenly  frame,  to  which  they  are  fo  averfe,  yea,  con- 
trarily  difpofjd  by  nature.  It  is  the  glory  of  Pagan  morality, 
that  it  can  abfcondere  vitia^  hide  and  cover  mcnS  luAs  and  paffi* 
OQS.  Put  the  glory  of  Chriftianity  lies  in  this,  that  it  can  ab^ 
fiinderevitia,  not  hide,  but  delhoy  and  really  mortify  the 
lufts  of  miture.  Would  Chriftians  but  live  up  to  the  excellent 
principles  of  their  religion,  Chriilianity  (hall  be  no  more  out» 
vied  by  hcathenilh  morality.  The  grcateft  Chriftian  (hall  be 
fio  more  challenged  to  imitate  Socrates,  if  he  can.  We  (hall 
utterly  fpoii  that  proud  boa  ft,  **  That  the  faith  of  Chriftians  is 
•'  out-done  by  the  infidelity  of  Heathens  *."  O  Chriftians, 
yield  not  to-day  to  Heathens  I  Let  all:  thfc  world  fet^  the  true 
greatnefs,  heavenlinefs,  and  excellency  of  our  reprefcaicd  pat- 
tern ;  and  by  true  mortification  of  your  corrupt  natures,  en- 
force an  acknowledgement  frDm  the  world,  that  a  greater  than 

'  *  Non  pr aflat  fides,  quod praflitit  infidelitas,     Cedlitta  ia  Mi*. 
nueius. 
Vol.  I.  F  f  f    - 
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Socrates  18  here  f.  He  that  is  really  a  meek,  hamble,  patient, 
heavenly  ChrHUan»  vtns  this  glory  to  his  religion,  .that  it  <aa 
do  more  than  -all  other  principles  and  ruks  in  the  world,  ia 
Bothing  were  the.moll  accomplished  Helens  more  dcte^tve 
than  this  forgiving  of  injuries :  it  was  a  thing  they  could  not 
iftoderftand,  or,  if  they  did,  could  never  bring  their  hearts  to 
it;  witneis  thai  rule  of  iheir  great  Tully  :  '*lt  is  the  firft  of-  -^ 
**  fice  of  jbftice,  (iaith  he),  to  hurt  no  man,  except  firft  pro-  * 
^  voked  by  an  injury."  The  addicion  of  thai  exception  ipoiU 
cd  his  excellent  rule  J. 

Eut  now  ChriAiaaity  teaches,  and  fome  Chrirlians  have  at- 
teincd  ity  >to  receive  evil,  and  retuin  good,  i  Cor.  iv.  X2,  13. 

*  Being  reviled,  we  Wefs  ;  being  perfecuted,  we  iufFer  it ;  be- 
**  ing  defamed,  we  intreat.**  I'his  certainly  is  that  meeknef^ 
vrrought  in  us  by  the  wildom  that  is  from  above,  James  liL  17. 

This  makes  a  man  flt  Aire  in  the  coniciences  of  others,  who, 
Vith  Saul,  muft  acknowledge,  when  they  lee  themfelves  fo  our* 
done,  ''Thou  art  more  righteous  than  1/'  a  Sam  xxiv.  j6, 
17.  Had  we  been  (b  much  injured,  and  Had  f^ch  opporteni-  * 
ties  to  revenge,  them,  we  fliould  never  h^ve  pai&d  them  by,  as 
the(e  men  did^ 

Tbia  imprefErS  ahd  ftamps  the  very  image  of  God  upon  the 
creature,  and  makes  us  like  our  heavenly  Father,  who  dotk 
good,  to  bis  enemies,  and  fends  down  ftiowers  of  on r ward  bief- 
^ing  upoQ  theoi,  that  pour  out  floods  of  wickedneis  daily  to  pro* 
voke  hioB,  Mat;  v.  44,  45.  In  a  word,  this  Chriftian  temper 
of  fpirit  gives  a  man  the  true  poHlfrion  and  enjoyment  of  him* 
it:lf.  So  that  our  breafts  (hall  be  as  the  Pacific-iea,  fmooth  and 
l^leafant,  when  others  are  as  the  raging  lea,  foaming  and  cadg- 
ing up  mire  and  dirt. 

"Inference  i .  Hence  we  clearly  infer,  That  the  ChrtJHah  religi^ 
9n,  exalted  in  its  powet^  is  the  greateft,  Jriend  to  the  peace  and 
iremjuiBity  (f  ftates  and  kingdoms.  Nothing  is  more  oppo6t« 
to  die  true  ChrtlHan  fpirit,  than  implacable  iiercenefs,  ftri^e, 
revenge,  tumults  and  uproars.  It  teaches  men  to  do  good  and 
rcccive'evil :  to  recSeive  evil,  and  return  go«xl.  **  The  wiidonsi 
**  thai  is  from  above,  is  firft  pure,  then  peaceable,  gtntlc,  and 
^  eafy  to  be  intreated  ;  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits  ;  wirh- 
^'  out  partialUy,  an^  without  hypiocrify :  andche  fruit  of  righ* 

•  f  Version  Chnfiiananiw  pulchri^r  efi  Helena  Gracoram, 
J  On  which  rule  La<5lantiiis  thus  fpeaks,  •*  O  what  a  (imple  aHil 

*'  beautiful  fentence  did  he  fpiil  hj  the  addiilon  of  two  wottUF' 
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^*  lediifaeft  is  Town  in  peace  of  them  that  miJkt  jpeace^*'  ']^&^ 
iii.  17,  i8. 

The  chuich  is  a  dove  far  n>€ekQcfs,  Cant.  vi.  9.  Wheo  the 
vrorld  grows  full  of  flrife,  Chriftians  theo  grow  weAry  of  rht 
tuforld ;  and  figh  om  the  f  ralmifi's  rtquelt,  ''  O  that  i  h&d  the 
**  wings  of  a  dove !  that  1  might  -fiy  away  and  be  at  reft  ** 
Sirigelius  defired  to'dle,  that  he  might  be  freed  ^  mplacaMt" 
^u€  odiU  th€6k^$rum^  **  from  the  implacable  fliife  of  cdatcQding 
**  diviaes." 

The^rule  by  which  they  are  to  wa)k,  is,  "  If  it  be  poflible,  as 
■**  much  as  lieth  io  yoo,  live  peaoeaMy  with  all  mea.  Dearly 
**  beloved,  «venge  not  yourfel'ipes,  buf  riithet'  give  place  umo 
**  wrath;  for  it  i»  written,  Veogcance is  mine,  1  wiU  repay  it> 
"  faith  the  Lord,"  Rom.  Kii.  18,  19.  It  is  not  religion,  but 
lufls  that  make  the  world  fo  tfiquiet,  James  iv.  i.  2.  Nc^ 
godliDefs,  dot  wickednets,  that  makes  meti  bite  and  devour  one 
another.  One  of  the  firA  efftSs  <^  the  g^fpel,  h  to  dvtltse 
thole  places  where  it  comes,  and  fettle  order  aqd  peace  among 
met!.  How  great  a  miftake  and  e^il  then  isii  to  cry  out,  whfeti 
atheifm  and  irreligioa  have  broken  the  civil  peace  ;  this  is  the 
fruit  of  religion  !  this  is  die  efllft  of  the  gofpcl !  Happy  would 
it  be,  if  religion  did  more  obtain  in  all  nations.  It  is  the  great- 
eft  friendl  in  the  world  to  their  traiiquillity  and  proiiserity. 

Inference  2.  Hov)  dangerous  m  thing  is  it  to  abufe  and  wrong 
meek  and  forgiving  Chrijiians  r  Their  patience  and  cafinels  to 
fin-gi«e,  often  invites  injury,  and  cacourages  vUe  fpirits  to  iafult 
and  trample  upon  them  :  but  if  men  would  ferioufly  confider  it, 
there's  nodilng  In  the  wcH'ld  (hoold  more  fcare  and  aSrf^ht  theii 
from  fnch  praii^ices  than  thi$  :  You  may  abufe  and  wrong  them, 
they  muft'not  avenge  themfelves,  nor  repay  evil  for  evil :  trne^ 
but  becaafe  they  do  not,  the  Lord  will ;  even  the  Lord  to  whom 
they  commit  the  matter ;  and  he  will  do  it  to  p4irpoie,  except  yc 
repent. 

'*  Be  paticftt  therefore,  brethren,  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord,"* 
Jam^s^.  7.  Will  ye  (land  to  tfhat  ifTue  ?  had  you  rather  indeed 
lia've  td  do  with  God  than  wldi  men  f  When  the  Jews  put 
Chr'tfi  to  death,  "  he  cominiited  liiimielf  to  him  that  judgetSi 
"  rightcoufly/'  i  P<jt.  U.  22,  23.  And  did  that  people  get  mf 
thing  by  that?  did  not  the  Lord  feverely  avenge  the  blood  of 
Chrift  on*th€m  and  thtnr  children  ?  yea«  do  not  they  and  their 
chiidret  groan  Vitdtr  tBe  dolefurleSUlsof  it  to  this  day  f  if  God 
undertakes,  (as  he  always  dotb),«tiie  CffUrlc  rfhis  abufed,  mec* 
and  i^eaoisable  poople^^  be  will  be  fnr^  10  avsog;^  Ic  feveft-fold 

F  f  f  2 
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iDore  than  tbey  could*    His  litde  finger  viU  be  heavier  than 
their  loins.     You  M/iil  get  nothing  by  that. 

Inference  3.  Laflly,  Let  us  all  imitate  our  pattern  drift, 
andiabourfor  meekjorgiving  /pints.  1  (hall  only  propole  two 
inducements  to  it :  the  Honour  of  Chriji^  and  ymir  otun  peace : 
two  dear  things  indeed  to  a  ChriAian.  His  glory  is  more  than 
your  life,  and  all  that  you  enjoy  in  this  world,  O  do  not 
expole  it  to  the  Icom  and  derilion  of  his  enemies.  Let  them 
not  (ay.  How  i>  Cjbrift  a  lamb,  when  his  followers  are  lions  ? 
how  is  the  church  a  dove,  that  finites  and  icratches  like  a  bird  of 
prey  ?  Confult  alio  the  quiet  of  your  own  fpirits  What  is 
life  worth,  without  the  comfort  of  life  ?  what  comfort  canyon 
bave  in  all  that  you  do  poflefs  in  the  world,  as  long  as  you  have 
not  the  pofleflion  of  your  own  fouls  ?  If  your  fpirits  be  full  of 
tumult  and  revenge,  the  fplrit  of  ChriA  will  grow  a  flranger  to 
you :  That  dove  delights  in  clean  and  quiet  breafts.  O  then 
imitate  Chrift  in  this  excellency  alfo  ! 

«^^  l^t  t^t  l.^t  «4^t  (.^«  1^  V^^  1,^1  «<^  «<9*  .^^^  <^^  l.^^  V^*  W^  t^  «^^  «^^  t^l  «^  V^%  VCP^  (.^t  l^% 

SERMON,  XXXL 

Opens  the  fecoud  excellent  Word  of  Christ  upon  the 

Crofs. 

John  xix.  27,  Then  faith  he  to  his  difciple,  Behold  thy  mother, 

\SJ  E  now  pafs  to  the  confideration  of  the  fecond  memorable 
^^  and  inftruftive  word  of  om;Lord  Jefus  Chrift  upon  the 
crofs,  contained  in  this  icripture.  Wherein  he  hath  left  us  ail 
excellent  pattern  for  the  dil'charge  of  our  relative  duties.  It 
may  be  well  faid,  the  gofpel  makes  the  peil  huibands  and  wives, 
the  beft  parents  and  children,  the  beft  mafters  and  iervants 
in  the  world  ;  feeing  it  furniihes  them  with  the  moft  excellent 
precepts,  and  propofes  the  beft  patterns.  Here  we  have  the 
pattern  of  Jefus  Chrift  prefeated  to  all  gracious  children  for 
their  imitation,  teaching  them  how  to  acquit,  themfelves  to- 
nvards  their  parents,  according  to  the  laws  of  nature  and  grace. 
Chrift  was  not  only  fubjeA  and  obedient  to  his  parents  whiift 
he  lived,  but  manifefted  his  tender  care  even  whiift  he  hanged 
in  the  torments  of  death  upon  the  crofs.  •*  Then  faith  he  to 
^'  the  difciple,  behold  thy  matfeer.*' 

Tl^e  words  contain  an  aftedlionate  ^ecommen4ation  of  his  dU 
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ftreHed  mother  to  the  care  of  a  dear  difciple,  a  bofom  friend ; 
wherein  let  us  cohfider  the  defigD>  manner,  and  feafon  of:thi5 
recommendation.  - 

Firft^  The  dclign  and  end  of  it,  which,  doubtlefs,  was  toma* 
nifeft  his  tender  rerpe(5t  and  care  for  l^s  mother,  who  was  now 
in  a  moft  diftreffcd  comfortlefs  ftate.  For  now  was  Simeon's 
prophecy,  Luke  ii.  35  fulfilled,  in  the  trouble  arid  auguiftichat 
filled  her  foul,  yea,  a  i'word  aifo  (hall  pierce  through  thine  own 
foul,  that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts  may  be  revealed.  Her 
foul  was  pierced  for  him,  both  as  Ihe  was  his  mother,  and  as  (he 
was  a  myftical  member  of  him,  her  head,  her  Lord  :  and  there- 
fore he  commends  her  to  the  beloved  diiciple  that  lay  in  hts 
bofom,  faying,  *'  Behojd'  thy  mother,**  (i.  e.)  let  her  be  to 
thee  as  thine  own  mother.  Let^thy  love  to  me  be  now  mani«- 
fefted  in  thy  tender  care  for  her. 

Secondly,  Th«  manner  of  his.  recommending  her,  is  both  af* 
fe£bionate  and  mutual.  It  is  very  affeftionate  and  moving,  Be-- 
hoM  thy  mother,  c\,  A,  John,  lam  now  dying,  leaving  all  hu- 
man fociety  and  relations,  and  entering  into  a  new  ftatc,  where 
neither  the  duties  of  natural  relations  are  exercifed,  nor  the 
pleafures  and  comforts  of  them  enjoyed.  It  is  a  ilatc  of  do* 
minion  over  ang«ls  and  men,  not  of  fubjeftion  and  obedience ; 
this  I  now  leave  to  thee.  Upon  thee  do  1  devolve  both  the  ho- 
nour and  duty  of  being  in  my  ilead  and  room  to  her,  a$  to  ali 
dear  and  tender  care  over  her. 

John,  "  Behold  thy  mother ;"  and  as  it  is  aitcftionate,  foit  is 

'  mutual,  verlc  26.     And  to  his  mother  he  faid,  *'  Woman,  be* 

'^  hold  thy  ion  ;'*  not  mother,  but  woman,  intimating  notonlj 

the  change  of  flate  and  conditions  with  him,  but  alfo  the  bequeft 

he  was  making  for  her  to  the  difciple  with  wiiom  (he  was  to  live, 

as  a  mother  with  a  fon.  ,  ^  - 

And  all  this  he  defigns  as  a  pattern  to  others. 

*  Thirdly y  1  he  leafon  or  time  when  his  care  for  his  mother  fo 

^  eminently  manifeAed  itfelf,  was  when  his  departure  was  at  hand, 

\  and  he  could  no  longer  be  a  comfort  to  her,  by  his  bodily  pre* 

^         fence ;  yea,  his  love  and  care  then  manifefted  themfelves,  when 

^         he  was  full  of  angui(h,  to  the  very  brim,  both  in  his  foul  and 

^         body  ;  yet  all  this  makes  him  not  in  the  leali  unmindful  of  ib 

I         dear  a  relation.     Hence  the  dodlrinal  note  is, 

\  Doft.  That  Chrijl*s  tender  care  of  his  mother,  even  in  the 

^'  time  of  his  great  eft  diftrefs  ;  is  an  expellent  pattern  for  all 

grcLcious  children  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
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••  There  9tt  three  great  fouadations  ♦,  fir  bouds.  of  relation, 
**  M  vfhfch  all  family  governoieiit  depends."  Haibaods  and 
wives^  parents  and  children,  maftcrs  and  fervaots.  The  Lord 
bsah  |>!aated  in  the  (ouU  of  men,  afilAions  iuitable  to  thde 
Telatians,  and  to  his  people  he  hath  given  grace  to  regulate  tkofe 
Hff^flioos,  appointed  duties  to  cxercile  thole  graces,  and  kaiota 
to  ii^daargt  thofe  duties.  So  that,  as  in  the  motioti  of  a  wheel 
«v<Ty  rpoke  takes  its  turn,  and  bears  a  Arefs ;  in  like  manner^ 
in  the  uhole  romid  of  a  ChriCliats  cofiverfation,  every  afPeiSioa, 
grace,  and  duty^  at  one  ie.ifba  or  other,  comts  to  be  exerciied. 

But  yet  grace  hath  not  fo  far  prevailed  in  the  fandliSca^oa 
i>f  any  mans  afFeAionc,  but  that  there  will  be  x^xccITes  or  da- 
leAs  in  the  exercife.  of  them  towards  oor  telatbns ;  yea^  ssod  in 
this  the  Biofteminent  iaints  hf vc  been  eminently  defective.  Btit 
the  pattern  I  fet  before  you  this  day,  is  a  perfeft  pattern.  -  As  the 
cttorch  fkds  him  the  be(^  of  hufband$>  fo  to  his  parents  he  was 
the  bed  of  fons ;  *'  and  being  the  beft,  and  m&A  perfc6^,  is 
•*  therefore  the  rule  and  meofere  of  all  others  +."  Cbrift  knew 
how  thofe  corrupiions  we  draw  from  our  parents,  are  returned 
Sa  their  bitter  frtiits  opon  them  again,  to  the  wounding  of  their 
very  he^rtis;  and  therefore  it  pleafed  hitn  to  cooimead  obcdi- 
circe  and  lo^e  to  parents^  in  his  owe  example  to  us. 

it  was  anciently  a  proverb  among  the  heathen,  1/2 y&/<»  Sparim, 
Wxpeditjen^oere,  It  is  good  txi- be  aa  old  man,  or  woman,  on*' 
ly  in  Sparra.  The  ground  of  it  was  |h«  ilrift  laws  that  were 
•rnobg  the  Spartans,  to  puoiOi  the  rebellions  and  dribbedience 
of  children  to  their  aged  parents*  An&  (ball  k  not  be  good  t» 
t»e  an  did  father  ^d  mother  in  England,  where  the  gofpej  of 
Chriil  Isfn-eached,  and  fuch  ao  argument  as  this  r^w  fci  befoie 
you  orged ;  an  argutnent  which  the  Heathen  world  was.  aever 
aiquainted  with  ?  Shall  parents  here  be  forced  to  complain  witli 
the  eagle  in  the  fable,  that  they  are  fmittcn  to  the  heart,  by  ai^ 
'trrow  wmged  with  their  own  feathers?  Or,  as  a  tree  cleft  in 
l^ieces  by  the  wedges  that  were  made  of  its  own  body  ?  God 
Ibrbid. 

To  prcvort  fudh  fad  ooca/ions  of  complaints  ai  thefe,  I  de* 
lire  all  thdt  fuftain  the  relation  of  children,  into  Wbofe  hand* 
i>rovidence  ilia'M  caft  this  diicoorfe,  (erioufly  to  ponder  this  ex^ 
ample  of  ChriA.   propofeid  for  their  imitatton  ia  thb  f>oleti . 
Wherein  we  (hall  firll  couiider  what  dutics^belong  to  the  rcla- 

t  Qptimus  in  uuG^vt^ue  genig^e  tji  rtgulu  €i  meufatu  c^ter^ 
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tioQ  o(  children :  iecondiy,  how  ChrilVs  example  enforces  iIk^ 
<}utH:s,  apd  thea  loiiably  apply  it.  ^ 

Firfi^  Let  Qs  exiamioe  what  duties  pertain  to  the  relatioft  of 
children :  and  they  are  as  truly,  as  commonlyy  braacbtd  wtl 
ioio  tht  foUowing  particuUrs. 

Firfi^  Fear  ofui  reverence  are  due  from  children  to  their  pa-' 
treats,  by  the  exprefs  cofnmaod  of  God,  Lev.  xix.  3.  Ye  (hafl 
fear  every  man  his  mother  and  his  father.  The  Holy  Ghoft 
porpolely  inverts  the  order,  and  pats  tht-  mother  firft,  becanfe 
a^Ht^  by  reiilbn  of  her  blandi(hments,  and  fond  indulgence^  is 
moi\  fubjeft  to  the  irreverence  and  contempt  of  child^efi.  God 
vbarh  cloaiht'd  parents  wi.h  his  authority.  They  arc  latruftcd 
by  God  with  them,  and  are  accountable  to  him  for  the  fotils 
^nd  bodk'3  of  their  children  :  and  he  experts  that  yoo  reverence 
them,  although,  in  refpcdt  of  outward  eftate,  or  honour,  yoa 
(ke  nfivcr  ib  much  above  them.  Joleph,  though  lord  of  Egypt, 
|»owed  down  before  his  aged  father,  with  his  i^e  to  the  carrh^ 
Cen.xiviti,  12.  Solomon,  tbe  moft  magnificent  and  glorious  king 
that  ever  fwayed  a  fcepter,  when  his  mother  came  to  fpeak  ^E 
him  for  Adonijah,  he  rofc  up  to  meet  her,  and  bowed  hiflofclf 
%o  her,  and  cauted  a  feat  10  be  iet  up  for  the. king's  eaother, 
fnd  fet  her  upon  his  right  hind,  2  Kings  ii.  19.  1 

Secondly,  Dear  and  tender  love  is  due  from  children  to  theif 
p.ireuts  :  and  to  ihew  how  ftrong  and  dear  that  love  ought  to 
^c,  it  is  joined  with  the  love  yon  have  for  your  own  lives ;  as 
appears  in  that  injunftion;  to  deny  both  fot'Chrift's  (like,  Mat. 
}C.  37.  The  bonds  of  nature  ate  ftrong  and  direfl  betwixt  pa- 
rents and  children.  What  is  the  child,  but  a  piece  of  the  parent 
wrapped  up  in  another  skin  ?  O  the  care,  the  coft,  the  pity,  the 
fendemefs,  tl)e  pains,  the  fears  they  have  expreffed  for  you. 
Ix  is  worfe  than  HcathenHli  ingratitude,  not  to  return  love  for 
Jove.  I'his  filial  love  is  not  only  in  itlelf  a  duty,  but  ihould  be 
the  root  or  Iprmg  of  all  ypur  duties  to  them. 

Thirdly,  Obedience  to  their  commands  is  due  to  them,  by  the 
JLord*8  drift  and  fpeciai  command,  Eph.  vi.  i.  •*  Children  obey 
your  parents  in  the  Lord,  for  this  is  Yight;  honour  thy  father 
und  thy  mother,  which  is  the  firft  commandment  with  promife.'' 
jpilial  obedience  is  not  only  founded  upon  the  pofitive  law  of 
God,  but  alfo  upon  the  biw  of  Bature :  for,  though  the  fubjec- 
tion  of  children  to  parents  is  due  to  them  by  natural  right ; 
Jtherefbre,  fa^ith  thi?  apoftle,  thh  is  rights  (i.  e.)  rij^t  both  ac- 
cording to  natural  and  pofitive  law.  However,  this  fubje<^i<>a 
p^  obedience  is  not  abt^i^irte  ^ud  univerfai.  God  has  not  di- 
vefted  bimiclf  of  his  own  authority,  to  cloath  a  parent  with  it. 
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Your  obedience  to  them  muft  be  **  in  the  Lord,'*  (i.^r.)  in  fach 
things  as  ihey  require  you  to  do  in  the  Lord's  authority.  la 
things  confonant  to  that  divine  and  holy  will,  to  which  they,  as 
well  as  you,  mult  be  lubjedl ;  and  ihcrtia  you  muft  obty  them. 
Yea,  even  the  v/ickednds  of  a  parent  exempts  not  frooj  obedi- 
ence, where  his  command  is  not  fo.  Nor,  on  the  oth^r  fide, 
muft  the  holinefs  of  a  parent  fway  you.  where  bis  commands 
and  God's  arc  oppofite.  In  the  former  cafe,  the  Canonifts  *  have 
determined,  *•  that  the  command  muft  be  diltinguiihed  from  the 
**  perlbn."  In  the  latter,  it  is  a  good  rule,  **  My  parents  muft 
"•*  be  loved,  but  my  God  muft  be  preferred." 

Yield  yourlielvcs,  therefore,  chearfully  to  obey  all  that  which 
they  lawfully  enjoin,  and  take  heed  of  that  black  charafter,  fixed 
on  the  Heathens,  who  know  not  God,  be  not  found  upon  you, 
•*  difobedience  to  parents,"  Rom.  i.  30.  Remember,  your  dif- 
•bedicnce  to  their  juft  commands  rifts  higher,  much  higher,  than 
an  affront  to  their  perfbns  authority ;  it  is  difobedience  to  God 
himfelf,  whofe  commands  fecund,  and  ftrengthea  theirs  upoo 
you. 

Fourthly,  Submtjfwn  to  their  difcipline,  and  rebukes,  is  al/b 
your  duty,  Helj-  xii.  9.  *'  We  had  fathers  of  our  own  flefti  that 
•*  corrected  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence."  Parents  ought 
cot  to  abufc  their  authority.  "  Cruelty  f  in  them  is  a  great  fin, 
•*  wrath  and  rebellion,  in  a  child,  agaioft  his  parents,  is  mon- 
*Vftrous."  It  is  ftoried  of  Elian,  that  having  been  abroad,  at  his 
return,  his  father  adicd  him  what  he  hadkirned  fince  he  went 
from  him  ;  he  anfwered,  you  will  koow  ftiortly.  I  have  learned 
to  bear  your  anger  quietly,  and  fubmit  to  what  you  plcafe  to  ia- 
fll(^.  ^Tw6  confideratious  (hould  efpccially  mould  others  into 
the  like  frame,  efpecially  to  their  godly  parents.  The  end  for 
which,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  manifcft  theh-  anger  to 
th -ir  ehlidreii.  Their  end  is  to  fave  yourfouls  from  hell.  They 
judge  it  better  for  you  to  hear  the  voice  of  their  anger,  than 
the  terrible  voice  of  the  wrath  of  God :  to  feel  their  hand  than 
hi-.  They  know,  if  you  fall  into  t^xe  hands  of  the  living  God, 
will  be  handled  in  anoiher  manner. 

And  for  the  manner  in  which  they  rebuke  and  chaftcn,  it  is 
With  grief  in  their  hearts,  and  tears  in  their  eyes.  Alas,  it  is  no 
delight  to  them  to  crofs,  v,cx,  or  afflift  you.     Were  it  not  mere 

*  Officium  a  perfona  difcernendum,  Atnandus  geniter^  fed  pra- 
.ponendus  Creator* 

.  t  Sa:vitia  patris  iftfiioi grave  peccatuvi,  fed  irafilli  in  patrem^ 
grave  rmnirum*  ... 


totffcfcflice  of  their  duty  fo  Cted,  aAtf  t^ttdef  lotfe  foyour  foul^ 
ihey  would  neither  chide  norfmice :  and  when  they  dO|  how  dtf 
tAcy  a^ift  thcinfeWc!f,  ifl  afffefling  yori  f  ,  Whea  their  faces  are 
fall  <rf  atigdr  fheSr  bowds  are  fdtt  <rf  compaffion  for  yori ;  and  yon 
haihc  ntt  more  fcafon  tdf  bjawie  thew  fot  wh-at  they  doj  thani  tf 
llleycry  onft,  attht  violently  fefeitch  at  yo'u,  whcti  they  fee  you  rcadj 
ta  faSf  fro*  the  top  of  af  roc*. 

Fifihfy,  PaH^uhfifi  (Ofall  tfcir  Itttereftff  is  ifce  to  them,  fey  thd 
liaturalattd  pofiiite  faS»^  of  God.  What  to  you  lies,  you  are 
bound  tb  ^Tomtstc^  not  icy  wa([<  and  fcarter  tbetf  ftrbnance  :  i^ 
ttjfifi,  not  to  defraud  ihtvA,  Whofo  robbeth  his  father  6r  ihOi- 
thet»  a!iid  fitlth,  it  is^  no  traftfgreffion,  (he  r^rme  Jsa  cotbj^dioa  of 
itdeffr(ifycfr,  Pro^.  xxi^iii.  ^4.  This,  fehh  6ne,  as  far  eitcdsf  youf 
ifcffoDjgiog  adoihtfr,  ai  parricide  is  a:  gr^itter  crime  than'  mau- 
flaug'hter,  or  as  Refuben*^  inceft  was  bepud  common  fof  nic^tfod; 
God  never  itteanii  you  (hoiifd  grow  op  about  your  parents,  as 
fitckefi  about  ^  tfce,  to  hApoveriih  the  toot  |*  But  for  a  chiW, 
out  of  a  coyetoufndfi  after  what  his  parents  have,  fecr^tfy  to 
lAfifl^  their  dfeath  i$  a  (iH  fo  riionftfofifs,  a§  A'onlcf  not  fee  ohcd 
frafmed,  much  left  found,  among  perfons  profeflincf^  ChrifCiauity'^ 
To  defire  tfteii'  dearth,  ftoih  whom  you  had  ybur  fife,  is  unnatu- 
t'al  vt^ickedncfe';  to  difj^fe  of  their  goods,  much  more  of  your* 
feliJ'c*,  without  their  confent,  rs  (ordinarily)  the  grcJateffinjufVicft 
ISO  (hem.  Children  are  obliged  to  defend  Ae  cftate  and  peffonS 
rf  ^bcir  parents  with  the  hazard  of  their  own.  hi  zxi(y^i  are  \i\ 
the  hand  of  a. mighty  man,  (b  arc  children  of  the  yoUth.  Haff- 
i>y  is  the  man  that  haih  his  quiver  fulf  of  theih.  They  fhaH  not 
t«e  afhamed,  but  they  (hall  fpeak  with  the  enemy  in  die  gates^ 
Pfal.  C3(xtir.  5. 

Sixthly,  And  more  efpecially,  requiiat  of  all  that  \oi€,  Cit^^ 
and  pairts  they  ha^c  been  at  for  you,  is  yonr  duty  (a  far  as  God 
enables  yot>,  and  thofc  things  are  requitablc,  i  Tifli.  ^,4.  "  Let 
*^  themfeam  tor  (hcW  piety  at  home,  and  requite  their  pafetits.** 
The  word  is«irriTtx<tfyMr»  and  fignifies  to  play  the  Aotk,  tcflmitatd 
tiiat  creature  of  whom  It  is  Sid,  that  the  youij^  do  tenderly 
feed  the  old  oiie^,  when  die;^  ai^e  ao  longer  able  td  fly  abroad* 
and  provide  for  tfiethfelvel  Hence  thofe'  that  watit  bourels  of 
tiat'uraf  afFe^ion  to  their  rela^bns,  are  faid  to  be  MftfyM,  Abm.  ii 
30.  worfe  than  fbrks.    Ob^  it  hi  (hame  that  birds  and  btaffa, 

t  f^litti  arhi  dieih  pairUs  hfusrit  ih  dHM.  t^iii.  ^fe^airi* 
lib.  t 

flie^  {cm  Wii^tti  cnqtiirerf  i6to  biV  father V  J'tah^f* 
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ihoold  (hew  more  teaderocfs  to  their  dams,  than  children  to  dieir 
parents. 

It  is  a  faying  frequent  among  the  Jews  ♦,  "A  child  fliould 
*'  rather  labour  at  the  mill  tlian  fufier  his  parents  to  want  f  .'* 
And  to  the  fame  ienfeis  that  other  faying,  "  Yoiir  parents  muft 
*'  be  fupplied  by  you,  if  you  have  it ;  if  not,  you  ought  to  beg 
•*  for  them,  rather  than  fee  them  perifn."  It  was  both  the 
comfort  and  honour  of  Joieph,  that  God  made  him  an  inftni- 
ment  of  fo  much  fuccour  and  comfort  to  his  aged  fiather,  and 
diftrefled  family.  Gen.  xlvii.  13.  And  youarealfo  to  know, 
that  what  you  do  for  them,  is  not  in  the  way  of  an  alms,  or 
common  charity.  For  the  apoftle  faith,  it  is  but  your  requit- 
ing them,  and  that  is  juftlce,  not  charity.  Audit  can  Qe?er 
be  a  full  requital.  Indeed  the  apoftle  tells  us,  2  Cor.  xii.  14. 
Thit  parents  lay  up.  for  their  children,  and  not  children  for 
their  parents,  and  fo  they  ought  ;*  b^t,  fure,  if  providence  blaft 
them,  and  blefs  you,  an  honourable  maintenance  is  their  due. 
Even  Chrift  himfelf  took  care  for  his  mother. 

Secondly f  You  have  had  a  brief  account  of  the  duties  of  this 
relation ;  next,  let  us  confider  how  GhriA's  example,  who  was 
ib  fnbjeA  to  them  in  his  life,  Luke  ii«  5 1 .  and  fo  careful  to  pro* 
vide  at  his  death,  enforces  all  thofe  duties  upon  children,  efpe- 
ctally  upon  gracious  children.  And  this  it  doth  two  ways,  both 
as  it  hath  the  pbliging  power  of  a  law ;  and,  as  he  himfelf  will 
one  day  fit  in  judgment  to  take  an  accoui^  how  we  have  imi- 
tated him  in  thefc  things. 

Firjif  Chrift's  example  in  this  hath  the  force  and  power  of  a 
law,  yea,  a  law  of  love,  or  a  law  lovingly  conftraining  you  to- 
an  imitation  of  him.  If  ChriA  himfelf  will  be  your  pattern,  if 
God  will  be  pleafed  to  take  relations  like  yours,  and  go  before 
you  in  the  diicharge  of  relative  duties ;  Oh,  how  much  are  you 
obliged  to  imitate  him,  and  tread  in  all  his  footfteps  \  This  was 
by  hi;n  intended  as  a  prefident,  or  pattern,  to  facilitate  and  di- 
reft  your  duties. 

Secondly^  He  will  come  to  take  an  account  How  you  have  an- 
fwered  the  pattern  of  obedience,  and  tender  care  he  fet  before 
you  in  the  days  of  his  flefh.  What  will  the  difobedient  plead 
in  that  day  ?  He  that  heard  the  groans  of  an  afflifted  father  or 
mother,  will  npw  come  to  reckon  with  the  difobedient  child  for 
them  :  and,  the  glorious  example  of  Chrift's  own  obedience  to, 
and  tendernefs  of  his  relations,  will,  in  that  day,  condemn  and 

*  Velin pifirino  lahopate  filiupt  dehere^ut parentihus  fuhveniaU 
f  Homrandi  parentes  ^  babes ^Jimn  babes  p  it ius  mendicanJunu 
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^aggr^^^t^/  filence  and  fiiame  fach  wretched  children  as  (hall 
*  ftand  guilty  before  his ,  bar. 

Inference  i.  Hath  Jefus  Chrift  given  fuch  a  famous  pattern 
of  obedience,  and  tendernefs  to  parents  ?  Then  there  can  be  nB- 
thing  of  Chrift  in  ftubbornf  rebellious^  and  carelefs  children,  that 
regard  not  the  good  or  comfort  cf  their  parents.  The  children 
of  difobedience  cannot  be  the  children  of  God.  If  providence 
direds  this  to  the  hands  of  any  that  are  fo,  my  hearts  defire 
and  prayejr  for  them  is,  that  the  Lord  would  fearch  their  fouls 
hy  it,  and  difcover  their  evils  to  them,  whilfl  they  (hall  read  the 
following  queries. 

Firft  Query,  Have  you  not  been  guilty  of  flighting  your  pa- 
rents by  irreverent  words  or  carriages ;  the  old  man  or  woman  i 
To  fuch  I  commend  the  confideration  of  that  fcripture,  Prov« 
XXX.  17.  which,  methinks,  ftiould  be  to  them  as  the  h^nd-writ- 
ing  that  appeared  upon  the  plaifter  of  the  wall  to  Reltefhazar. 
'*  The  eye  that  mod^eth  at  his  father,  and  defpifeth  to  obey  his 
'*  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley  (hall  pick  it  ouf^  and  the 
*'  young  eagles  (hall  eat  it.'*  That  is,  they  (hall  be  brought  to 
an  untimely  end,,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  (hall  eat  that  eye, 
that  had  never  fecn  but  for  that  parent  that  was  defpifed  by  it.' 
It  maybe  you  are  vigorous  and  young,  they  decayed  and 
ivrinklcd  with  age :  but,  faith  the  Holy  Ghoft,  "  Defpife  not 
*•  thy  mother  when  (he  is  old,*'  Prov.  xxiii.  22.  Or  when  (he 
is  wrinkled,  as  the  Hebrew  (Ignifies.  It  may  be  you  are  rich, 
they  poor;  own,  and  honour  them  in  their  poverty,  and  defpi(e 
them  not.     God'will  requite  it  with  his  hand  if  you  do. 

Second  Query,  Have  you  not  been  di (obedient  to  the  cpm- 
mands  of  parents  ?  a  (on  of  Belial  is  a  fon  of  wrath,  if  God 
pve  not  repentance  to  life.  Is  not  this  the  Black  brand  fet  up- 
on the  Heathens,  Rom.  i.  30?  Have  not  many  repented  this 
upon  a  ladder,  with  a  halter  about  their  necks  ?  Wo  to  hi  in 
that  makes  a  father  or  mother  complain,  as  the  tree  In  thefable^ 
that  they  are  cleft  afunder  with  the  wedges  that  are  cut  out  of 
their  own  bodies. 

Third  Query,  Have  you  not  rifen  up  rebelBoufly  again(t,  and 
hated  your  parents  for  cha(Vening  your  bodies,  to  fave  your 
fouls  from  hell  ?  Some  children  (faith  one)  will  not  take  that 
from  a  parent,  which  beafts,  yea,  and  favage  bea((s  too,  bears 
'  and  lions ,  will  take  from  their  keepers.  What  is  this  but  to 
•refid  an  ordinance  of  God  for  your  good  ?  and,  in  rebelling  a- 
gainft  them,  to  rebel  againft  the  Lord  ?  Well,  if  they  do  not,^ 

G|rg    2       , 
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pod  will  tafcc  die  rod  into  his  oiwo  band,  ao4  \m  fP«  ibal| 
net  refift. 

Fourth  Qfieiyp  Hai«  yop  not  fcc^  mjuft  |o  yqur  jWiMits. 
f^nd  defrauded  them  ^  bx&^  betp  to  Aake  j(hem  poor »  and  ctiea 
liefptie  cbem  beq^iiie  they  are  poor.  O  horrid  vicliedaef^f 
What  4  CQi^pliqued  evjl  i$  t^i^ !  lliQO  art,  io  tHe  Jaxignag^  of 
|he  icriptuccy'aicopipanioo  with  deibc^sers,  ^lov.  K^viti.  24. 
This  is  ihe  W(^Jft  of  theftt  io  Gkxl^  aqcoqat*  You  thiok  yoi| 
may  tmke  Jbold  with  thei^,  but  how  bdd  xlo  yon  ma^  with 
f^Qotcieuce,  and  the  command  of  Qod  ^ 

F^^M  Query,  Are  you  not,  or  have  you  not  been  ungcatefi^ 
^9  R^eot>?  Lei^vioig  ahem  to  flau£r  (or  ihefafel^es,  jo  tboie 
ftralts  yon  hose  hj^lpcd  to  briog  them  loto^  JQ  coniidc^r  ir, 
children,  Hm  i«  an  evil  which  C$d  will  fiireiy  air^^ge,  ^<3c|>t 
ve  repentf  Whati  to  he  handened  againft  tUne  own  fleih.!  to 
be  cruel  to  thioe  own  .parents,  that  with  ib  mnch  tendcrnefs 
fed  thee,  when  elie  them  hadft  pen£hed !  I  j^eipei^aber  JLoriier 
jgrlves  tis  a  ftory  of  one,  i[and  oh  tbgtit  ni^gbt  he  a  warning  to 
i^U  th^t  \it%x  It),  who  havipg  made  •over  aU  that  he  had  to  hit 
iQI)»  r^f^r^ing  only  a  maintenance  £pr  hjmfelf;  at  laid  hjs  {04 
^eipifed  him,  and  gruc^d  him  the  very  meat  he  eat ;  and  099 
^ay  the  father  coQUUg  in*  wben.xhc  ion  and  his  vi£p  were  at 
fHqqer  upon  a  ^3oit^  they  (bu|9ed  the  meat  oinder  the  taUe ; 
but  lee  the  jr^marluble  ice^eance  of  >Qod,  upon  this  ttngracious« 
unnatural  fon:  the  goofe  was  turned  into. a  monftrous  toad, 
3K^hich  ieized  upon  this  vile  Avj-etch,  and  killed  him.  If  any  of 
you  be  gailty  ofithefeevils,  to  humble  you  fof  tbem,  andre^ 
plaim  you  from  them,  I  defire  t^ele  £:^  ^onfid^rati<in$  may  be 
laid  to  heart* 

Firfi^  That  tbe  cficf);8  pf  yoiur  obedience,  or  dUobediencey 
3irjU  (iicfc  ^ppn  you  and  ypvirs  to  many  g^ratipns.  If  y€»u  be 
pbedi^t  ^ildren  in  the  Lord,  both  you  and  yours  may  i«ap 
the  fruits  of  that  your  obediencet  in  multitudes  of  fweetjoerr 
ciest,  /or  many  .c;eperations,  So  runs  the  promife,  £ph.  vi.  %% 
'^  Honour  thy  lather  and  mpthert  which  is  the  £rft  cpnimandr 
''  me$t  with  .promife,  that  it  may  be.iKeU  wtti^  the^e,  «nd  thou 
"  mayeft  live  long  on  the  earth."  You  know  what  an  eye  of 
faVi0^r  God  jcaft  upop  the  Kecabites  for  this,  Jor.  ^kxxy.  8. 
from  the  a  4th  to  the  20  th  vecfe:  ^nd  as  his  hleiCngs  aire,  by 
promiTe  entailed  on  the  obedient,  iQ  his  curie  upon  ^e  di& 
obedient,  Prov.jg;.  ao. ''  WbofbcUnfe^  ihk-faiheroT'bismO' 
*'  ther,  his  lamp  01^1  the  put  mt  in^ri>fcare.darkrnefs;"  i. /. 
the  lamp  of  his  Trfe  quench'd  by  de^th,  yea,  iaypthers,  ftudtiji 
f@q|  aiiq  by  the  blacknels  of  darkneis  m  h^ij^ 


S.econdfyf  Thonglk  pcher  fins  do^  ibis  fi^  feldam  efcape^  ex.* 
jnnplary  puniihiDeat^  jctcq  id  this  woijl^.  p,i^^gli(h  hiilory 
jtiells  Jis  tOjF  a  yeoman  .of  Leicefter-fOiirc,  w^Q  b»d  •^lac^e  o.i^r  all 
^e  had  to  bis  ion,  to  ffcfer  him  la  niarrja^,  /eier.vipg  .ooiy  f 
J>iire  maiftteo^oe  at  hi$  fpn's  table :  af cer^^rd,  pppa  f&ijpc  4iir 
4CQa|eDt»  <he  fgp  bid  his  father  gict  (xa<  of  bi^  hcngji^.  The  txtsLf: 
fyy  Mr.»  GoodoMPy  the  miDJlAcr  ^  the  tpariih,  i&ceMM  4j)iC  vomg 
jpao^  iwalki9g^l?K>\it  .his  ground,  disked  ivm,  Moivhedid?  ti^ 
|ioCvqred«  Very  well ;  but  before  th^e  n^^tfter  w^  gpoe  faf 
^rooa  biiQy  hj^  bowels  &U  oat,  which  be  c^rri^d  io  his  haads^ 
got  to  his  .h^fe,  ieat  jfor  Mr.  QpqdmaQ.  bitierjLy  be.w.ailed  faif 
hn  agaioft  his  father,  aod  fo  died«  And  Dr.  Taylor,  ia  his  greg| 
fffjunphir^  tells  us^.aootber,  that,  w(vi0fimii€j;^  .with  his 
^thcr«  wished  thie  houib  might  be  on  tir^,  if^vjer  ^e  ca,ii>e  sioy 
jqore  jioto  hU  fiSLther*s  hpuie :  <s^t<;r«w^cds,  comiiig  jio^  it  waf 
J^cd  iad«ed»  a«d  th^  wicked  fqp  oiJy  xqafamcd.  j  (;o«]d  iji^Hir 
tiply  inftaDces  of  this  nature,  (for  indeed  the  j%htpQU;B  j.adgineo( 
pt  Gbd  hath  omltipliod  lb<m}»  h^^ut  xhisx^ly  for  a  X^&c 

Thirdly,  ^He^t^exu  will  ri^  up  io  judgment  agaii^  you,  aii4 
condemn  yop.  Thjey  pevjer  had  iM^b  pri^cepts  nor  pr^cedcot^ 
as  yoQ»  and  y<t  ibrnp  of  fi\t  bctttx  naturtd  H<&^be«is  woui^ 
^ave  rather  chofen  dealh,  than  to  dp  as  yon  dp.  You  fe.t9emr 
ber  the  ftory  of  Croefus  his  dumb  fon,  whofe  dear  afTi^ionp 
4X>aId  make  him  (peak  when  he  faw  Croefus  M  dagger ;  thoingh 
he  never  fpdke  before,  yet  then  he  could  cry  oiiit,  '*  0  do  not 
*'  kill  my  father !"  But  what  ipok  I  of  ije^^thens !  the  ftort: 
|n  ,the  heav^,  yea,  the  beaiU  of  th^  eartjii,  ynXi  cqndcmo  th^ 
litlbbedience  pf  children. 

.  Fourthly,  Thefe  ^e  fins  inconfift^nt  with  the  trne  fe^r  ,of 
God,  in  whomfoeyer  they  ar^  fpund.  That  a  man  is  indeed^ 
which  be  is  in  his  fatpily,  and  among  his  r^rbtions.  He  that  ip 
a  bad  child,  can  never  be  a  good  ChrilVi^n.  gither  bring  tefti^ 
monies  of  your  godlin^s  from  yqiir  .relatioi^,  or  it  m.ay  be  well 
fofpeAed  to  be  no  better  tht9  counterfeit,  ^kver  u)k  pf  your 
pbedt«!P(:c  .to  Cod,  wbiift  yc^  difphedi^Qce  jp  the  j)iA  cpm* 
minds  of  parents  gives  you  the  lie. 

Fifthly,  A  parting  time  is  f ^^ning,  .whe^  deatja  will  hveak  u;^ 
ihe  fan^iily  ;  »pd  M^hen  that  time  comes,  oh,  how  hitter  will  the 
remembrance  of  thefe  things  be  !  when  you  Audi  ice  #  father  PT 
|i  mother  lying  by  the  wall,  ^at  a  cat  will  it  be  to  cemember 
your  mifcarriages  imd  eivils !  They  ace  gppe  out  of  your  reach, 
.  you  cannot  UQW^  if  you  wpuld,  ^ve  them  ^ay  i^tisf^dioD  fqr  what 
you  have  done  agaijpA  i.hem ;  hftt^^ob^  bow  hitter  wiU^  remem- 
^1^^  ¥iKhf^  .(hiqg$  be^  ^  T^  Jl  tipMP  1  ^it^ljr.  ^^s  w.iU  be 
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more  nnfapportaUe  to  you  than  their  deaths  if.  the  Lord  opeayoor 
cjes,  and  give  you  repentance ;  and  if  not,  then/ 

Sixthly^  What  a  terrible  thing  will  it  be,  to  have  a  father  or 
mother  come  in  as.witnefles  againft  yon  at  Chrlfi'^  bar?  As 
well  as  they  loved  you,  and  as  dear  as  you  were  to  them  in  diis 
world,  they  muft  give  evidence  againft  you  then.  Now,  what 
a  fearful  thing  is  it  for  you  but  to  imagine  your  parents  to  come 
before  the  Lord,  and  fay.  Lord,  I  have  given  this  child  many 
hundred  reproofs  for  fm;  I  have  counlelled,  perfnaded,  and 
ufed  all  means  to  reclaim  hioi,  but  In  vain  ;  he  was  a  child  of 
(iifobedience,  nothing  could  work  upon  him:  What  think  you 
of  this  ? 

Inference  1,  Have  you  fuch  a  pattern  of  obedience,  and  ten- 
der love  to  parents  ?  Then,  Children,  imitdte  your  pattern,  as  it 
hecwnes  Chrijlians,  and  take  Chrift  for  your  example.  Whatfoevcr 
your  parents  be,  fee  that  you  carry  it  towards  them  becoming 
fuch  as  profefs  Chrift. 

Pirft,  If  your  parents  be  godly,  O  bcv/are  of  grieving  them 
by  any  unbecoming  carriage.  Art  thou  a  Chriflian  indeed? 
thou  wilt  then  reckon  thyfeif  obliged  in  a  double  bond,  both  of 
grace  and  nature,  to  them :  O  what  a  mercy  would  fome  chil- 
dren eftecm  it,  if  they  had  parents  that  feared  the  Lord,  as  yoU 
have ! 

Secondly,  If  they  be  carnal,  walk  circumfpeftly,  in  the  moft 
precife  and  punctual  difcharge  of  your  duties  ?  for  how  knowcft 
thou,  0  child,  but  hereby  thou  mayeft  win  thy  parents  ?  Wouldft 
thou  but  humbly,  andferioufly  intreat,  and  periuade  them  to 
mind  the  ways  of  holinefs,  fpeaking  to  them  at  fit  feafons,  with 
all  imaginable  humiFity  and  reverence,  infmuatingyour  advice  to 
duties,  or  trouble  for  their  evils,  rather  by  relating  fome  perti- 
nent biftory,  or  propofitig  fome  excellent  example,  leaving  their 
own  confcience  to  draw  theconclufion,  and  make  application, 
than  to  do  it  yourfclves ;  it  is  poffible  they  may  ponder  your 
words  in  their  hearts,  as  Mary  did  Chrift's,  Luke  ii.  49,  51.  And 
would  you  but  back  all  this  with  your  etrneft  cries  to  heaven 
for  them,  and  yonr  own  daily  example,  that  they  may  have  no- 
thing from  yourfelves  to  retort  upon  you  ;  and  thus  wait  with , 
patience  for  the  defired  tStfk :  O  what  blefied  inftr  umcnts  might 
you  be  of  their  everlattiug  good ! 

Inference  3.  To  conclude.  Let  thofe  that  have  fuch  children  at 
fear  the  Lord,  andendeavonr  to  imitate  Chrift  injhofe  duties,  ac- 
count thefn  a  fingular  treafure  and  heritage  from  the  Lord^  and 
give  them  ail  due  encouragement  to  their  duties. 

How  many  have  u»  diildrea  at  all,  but  are  as  a  dry-tree! 


Sbrm.  XXXfl.  Thi  t9untain  of  Ufe.  4^3 

stud  how  many  have  fuch  as  arc  worfe  than  nonp  ?  The  very 
reproach  aod  heari-breaking  of  their  parents,  that  bring  down 
their  hoary  heads  with  forrow  to  the  grave. 

If  God  have  given  you  the  blefling  of  godly  children,  you 
can  never  be  fufficiently  fenfible  of,  or  thankfol  for  fuch  a  fa- 
vour. O  that  ever  God  fhoal4  honour  you  to  bring  forth  chil* 
dren  for  heaven  1  what  a  comfort  muft  this  be  to  you,  whate- 
ver other  troubles  yoti  meet  with  abroad,  when  you  come  home 
among  godly  relations,  th^t  are  careful  to  fweeten  your  own 
family  to  you  by  their  obedience  i  efpecially,  what  a  comfort 
is  it,  when  you  come  to  die,  that  you  leave  them  within  the  co* 
venant,  entitled  to  ChriA,  and  {o  need  not  be  anxious  how  it 
(hall  be  with  them  when  you  are  gone  ?  Take  heed  of  difcou* 
raging  or  damping  fuch  children  from  whom  fo  much  glory  is 
like  to  rife  to  God,  and  fo  much  comfort  to  yourielves.  Thus 
let  Chrifl's  pattern  be  improved,  who  went  before  you  in  fuch 
eminent  holinefs,  in  all  his  relations,  and  left  you  an  example 
that  you  fbould  follow  kis  Aeps. 

SERMON     XXXII. 

Opens  the  third  of  .Christ's  laft  Words  upon  the  Crofs. 

Luke  xxiii.  43.  j4nd  Jefus  faid  unto  him,  Verify  I  fay  unto 
thee^  to-day  thou  Jbalt  bt  'with  me  in  paradife. 

IN  this  fcripturc  you  have  the  third  excellent  faying  of  Chrlft  . 
upon  the  crofs,  expreiBng  the  riches  of  free  grace  to  the 
penitent  thief :  a  man  that  had  fpent  bis  life  in  widtednefs,  and   - 
for  his  wickednefs  was  now  to  lofe  his  life.    His  praAice  had 
been  vile  and  prophane,  but  now  his  heart  was  broken  for  it ; 
he  proves  a  convert,  yea,  the  firft  fruits  of  the  blood  of  the 
crofs.    In  the  former  verfe  he  manifefts  his  faith,  *^  Lord,  re- ' 
^'  member  me,  when  thou  Corned  into  thy  kingdom."    In  this 
Chrift  manifefts  his  pardon  and  gracious  acceptance  of  him ; . 
"  Verily  I  fay  unto^thee^  to-day  (halt  thou  be  with  me  in  pa-     v 
"  radifc."    In  which  promife  are  confiderable,  the  matter  of  it, 
the  pcrfon  to  whom  it  is  made,  the  time  fet  for  its  performance, 
.  and  the  confirmation  of  it  for  his  full  fatisfaAion. 

Firft,  The  matteror  fubftance  of  the  promifc  made  by  Chrift, 
viz.  That  he  Jball  be  with  him  in  paradife.  By  paradiie  he 
means  heayea  icfelf,  which  is  here  ihadowed  to  us  ^y  a  place  of 
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delight  and*  pfcafure.     TYki  is  the  reccpftefe'  of  ^cioos  IboU,  \ 

^tAtta  fcparated  from  their  bodies.     Am!  chat  parsAl%  figriifics  \ 

hcaveo  ic(crif,  aod  not  a  thii'd  phc(^>  as*  idtEtt  of  the  fathers'  j 

fondly  imagine,  is  evident  firotxi  2  Co^.  sfii.  2,  4.  ^here  rf^e  a- 
poftfe  calls  the  farme  pface  by  dk  names  of  rhe  third  hcaveir,  an(f 
the  paradife.  This  i's  the  place  of  UtiledDefs  de%aed  for  the' 
people  of  G6d.  So  you  find,  Rev.  ii.  7.  "  Tb^  him  thatorcir- 
•*  Cometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  isr  iir  the 
««  midft  of  the  pafadife  of  Gorf  ;**  i.  /.  to  have  the  fuBeff  and  nroflf 
iAtimate  (^ittmofaion  widi  Jefus  Chrift  hi  heaven.  And  this  Fs 
the  fnbftance  of  Chrift^s  promife  to  the  thief:  Thou,  r.  i.  ckod 
\fi  rpirit,  or  thou  in  rhe  nobieft  parr,  thy  feul  which  here  bi:airs'  | 

the  tmage  of  the  \thde  perlbb,  <*Thoi:  fhalt  be  with  ii^  in  pa-  1 

-  radifc/'  *  I 

Secondly^  The  perfbn  to  vvhoof  ChriCV  maires  tfah^  excelledt  and 
£Jbriotr^  promife  -.  it  w^s  tdr  One  tha(C  had  lived  ferwAy  and  pro- 
phaoety  ^  z  very  v'de  and  wfetched  man,  m  aB  the  former  parr  of 
his  dme,  and,  fcN*  his  wickednefsr,  lio^jtiffly  mydef  conftdenanati- 
en ;  yea,  to  one  that  had  reviled  ChriA,  after  that  fentence  was  j 

executed  on  him.  However,  how  at  faft  the  Lord  gave  him  a  pe- 
nitent beUeving  heart.  Now,  ^moft  at  the  iaA  gafp,' he  is  found-  [ 
)y,  in  an  extraordinary  way  converted ;  and,  being  converted,  I 
he  owns  ^d  profefles  Chrift  amidfl  all  the  (hame  and  reproach  ; 
of  his  death;  vinJiCafes  Ei^  innoceAcy,  and  hombTy  fupplicafcs 
for  mercy ;  **  Lord,  remember  me,  when  thou  comeft  into  thy  j 
•'  RtngdoA.*'        ^                                                                              j 

Thirdly i  The  fef^  tirte  fof  Ac  ptfrfbrmaoce  of  Ihi*  gracions  | 

promife  to  him :  T9'day^  this  verv  day,  (halt  thou  be  with  me  | 

iA  glory?  Not  affer  (he  refiftteftioft,  btit  immediiiely  froni  ■ 

the  timd  of  thy  di^ltrtioii^  diiou  (halt  enjoy  Uefliedners.     And  | 

bfere  I  cannot  bttt  d^teft  tfadcheit  of  t)K>fe  thsfC  deDy  au  inftmddi^  ' 

ate  ftate  of  glory  to  believers  after  death ;  vrho,  (to  the  end  tbis 
fcilptnfe  (kright  not:  ftand  id  fiHI  Oppofitioil  to  thtir,  as  Unodaih  ,'1 

fortable,  z&  anfound  opimon),  lofe  the  ^hdc  frame  ofk,  by  ^, 

(h-awrng  one  p^ft,  yea,  by  trafnfporfiag  bcTt  a  Comma,  putting;  it  |! 

ac  the  ^otiday,   whrch  fllould  b«^  the  ^^i  ihe^ ;  tOxd  fy  [ 

reading  it  tba«,  "  Verily  I  fay  tm6o  Chcti  lo*day,'*  rcferriog  ih^  j] 

word  Ziy  to  the  titat  that  Ciat'iR  made  the  tTomife,  and  not  to 
the  time  of  itd  performance.  But  if  fneh  a  liberty  as  this  he 
yietd^,  #h^t  mxfnc^  men  ni^'e  th«ifcripfdr^i^  fp^^k!  i  Ther^  ^ 

can  be  no  doubt,  but  Ghrift,  lA  this  exj^rcffion,  fixes  the  time  fo^ 
Lis  happinefs  v  "  To^da^  thoa  (halt  be  with  me." 

Fifufthly,  *id  laftly,  You  have  here  the  cotafirmactids  a^d  (iat 
of  this  m^ft  ceai&rteble  protouTe  to  hiely  wi&  ehfifi's  fokis* 
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affeveratioD  ;  **  Verily  I  fay  unto  the«."  Higher  fecuriiy  can- 
not be  given.  I  that  am  able  to  perform  what  I  promife,  and 
have  not  out-promifed  myfelf;  for  heaven  and  the  glory  there- 
of, are  mine:  I  that  am  faithfal  and  true  to  my  promifes,  and 
.  have  never  forfeited  my  credit  with  any  ;  I  fay  it,  1  Iblemnly 
confirm  it;  "  Verily  Hay  unto  thee,  to-day  tlK>u  (halt  be  with' 
'^  me  in  paradife."  Hence  we  have  three  plain  obvious  truths* 
for  our  tnflruAion  and  confolation. 

Do£^.  I..  That  there  is  a  future  eternal  fhate^  into  which  Jbuls 

pafs  at  death. 
Doft.  2.  That  aU  believers  are^  at  their  deaths  immediately 

received  int9  a  ft  ate  of  glory,  and  eternal  happinefs. 
Dort.  3.  Thdt  God  may,  though  he  feldom  doth,  prep  ire  men 

for  this  glory ^  immediately  before  their  dijfolution  by  death. 

Thcfe  are  the  ufeful  truths  refulting  from  this  remarkable 
word  of  Chrifl  to  the  penitent  thief.  We  will  confider  and  im- 
prove them  in  the  order  propofed. 

Doft.   I.  That  there  is  a  future  eternal Jlate^  into  which  fouls 
pafs  at  death. 

This  is  a  principal  foundation-ftone  to  the  hopes  and  happi- 
nefs of  fouls.  And  fecingj  our  hopes  miift  needs  be  as  rhcir 
foundation  and  ground-work  is,  F  (hill  briefly  eftabliih  this  ti  uth 
by  thcii?  five  arguments.  The  being  of  a  Qod  evinces  it  7  he 
fcriptures  of  truth  plainly  reveal  it.  The  confciences  of  all  men 
have  refcntments  of  it.  The  incarnation  and  death  of  Chrift  is 
but  a  vanity  without  it;  and  the  immortality  of  human  fouls 
plainly  diicovers  it. 

Argu.  I.  The  being  of  a  God  undeniably  evinces  a  future 
Jlatefbr  human  fouls  after  this  lije.  For,  it  thirc  be  a  God  who 
rtiles  the  world  which  he  hath  made,  he  muft  ru)e  it  by  rewards 
and  punifhments,  equally  and  righteoufly  didributed  to  good  and 
bad ;  putting  a  difFcnnce  betwixt  the  libedicnt  and  diibbedient, 
the  righteous  and  the  witked.  To  ^riake  a  fpecies  of  creatures' 
capable  of  a  moral  government,  and  t)ot  to  rule  ihctti  at  all,  is 
to  make  them  in  vain,  and  is  inconfillent  with  his  glory,  which 
18  the  laft  end  of  ail  things  To  rule  them,  but  not  luitably  to 
their  natures,  confifts  not  with  that  infinite  wifdom  from  which 
their  beings  proceeded,  and  by  which  their  workings  are  ruled 
and  ordered.     To  role  them,  in  a  way  fuitably  to  their  natures^ 
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VIZ,  by  rewards  and  puoilhmeats,  aod  not  to  perform,  or  exe- 
cute them  at  all»  is  uiterly  incoograoos  with  the  veracity  and 
truth  of  him  that  cannot  lie  :  this  were  to  impoie  the  greatcil 
^heat  in  the  world  opon  men ;  and  can  never  proceed  trona  tbe 
holy  and  true  God.  So  then,  as  he  hath  made  a  rational  iort  of 
(^rcatures,  capable  of  moral  government  by  rewards  and  punilh- 
menft ;  lb  h^  ruUs  them  in  that  way  which  is  fuitable  to  their 
nitures,  promifing  *'  it  (hali  t>c  well  with  the  righteous,  and  ill 
**  with  tlie  wicked."  Thefe  promifes  and  threatnings  can  be 
DO  cheat,  merely  intended  to  fcarc  and  fright,  whtre  there  is  do 
danger,  or  encourage,  where  there  is  no  real  benefit;  but  what 
be  promifes,  or  threatens,  muft  be  accomplifhtd,  and  everj 
word  of  God  take  place,  and  be  fulfilled.  But  'tis  evident 
tliat  no  fuch  diflinflion  is  made  by  the  providence  of  God  (at 
leaft  ordinarily  and  generally)  in  this  iife^  but  all  things  comt 
alike  to  all;  and  as  'with  the  righteous^  fo^ivith  the  wicked.  Yea, 
here  it  goes  ill  with  them  that  fear  God  ;  they  are  oppreded  ; 
tlicy  receive  their  evil  things,  and  wicked  meli  their  good; 
therefore  we  conclude,  the  righteous  judge  of  the  whole  earthy 
will,  in  another  world,  recompenfe  to  every  one  according  as 
Uis  work  (hall  be. 

Arg.  2.  Secondly,  And  as  the  very  being  of  God  evinces  it, 
fo  the  fcnptures  of  truth  plainly  reveal  it,  Thefe  fcripiorcS' 
are  the  pandeB,  or  ^Jiem  of  the  laws,  for  the  govcrnmeDt  of 
men  ;  which  the  wiie  and  holy  Ruler  of  the  world  hath  enaAed 
and  ordained  for  that  purpole.  And  in  them  we  find  pTomiies 
made  to  the  righteous,  of  a  full  reward  for  all  their  obedience, 
patience  and  fuffcrings,  in  the  next  life,  or  world  to  come  ; 
and  threatnings,  made  againA  the  wicked,  of  eternal  wrath  and 
anguifti,  as  the  juft  recompencc  of  their  fin,  in  hell  for  ever, 
Rom.  ii.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10.  ••  Thou  trealureft  up  to  thyfclt 
**  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath  ;  and  revelation  of  the  righic- 
**  ous  judgment  qf  God ;  who  ihall  render  to  every  man  aceord- 
^*  ing  to  his  deeds :  to  them,  who  by  patient  continuance  in 
•*  well-doing,  feek  for  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortaliiy, 
**  eternal  life :  but  unto  them  that  are  contentious,  and  obey 
pot  the  trath,  but  <;^ey  unrighteoufnefs,  indignation  and 
wrath,  tribulation  and  anguilli  upon  every  foul  of  man  that 
doth  evil,  eSr^/'  So  2  Thtff.  i.  4,  5,  6,  7.  **  So  that  we 
ourfelves  glory  in  you,  in  the  churches  of  God,  for  your  pa- 
tience and  faith  in  all  your  pvrfecutions  and  tribulations  that 
ye  endures  which  is  (araaKifeft  tokcii)  of  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God,  that  ye  ma^  be  counted  worthy  of  the 
kingdom  of  God,  for  which  yu  alii^  fuffer :  feeing  it  is  ax^hte- 
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*• ,  OQS  thing  with  God  to  recompenfc  tribulation  to  them  that 
**  trouble  you:  and  to  you  who  arc  troubled  reft  with  lis, 
«*  wheft  the  Lord  Jefas  fliall  be  reveajed  from  heaven  in  flaining 
"  fire,  trc'^  To  thcfe  plain  teftimonies,  multitudes  might  be 
added,  if  It  were  needful.  Heaven  and  earth  fliall  pal's  awa/, 
but  thefe  words  (hall  never  J)afs  away.     •  ' 

Arg.  3.  Thirdly ^  As  the  iriptures  reveal  it,  fi>  the  confctences 
of  all  meriy  have  fime  refmtments  (^  it.  Where  is  the  matt 
whole  confcicnce  never  felt  any  ImpreflTions  of  hope,  or  fear, 
from  a  future  world  ?  If  it  is  faid,  thefe  may  be  but  the  effefts 
and  force  of  difcourfe,  or  educattot) ;  we  have  read  fnch  thiiigs 
in  the  foripturcs,  or  have  heard  It  by  preachers ;  and  fo  raife 
up  to  ourfelves  hopes  and  fears  about  it.  I  demand^  how  the 
conicieoces  of  the  Heathens,  who  have  neither  fcriptures  nor 
preachers,  came  to  be  impreft  with  thcfe  things?  Doth  not  the 
apoftle  tell  us,  Rom.  il.  1 5.  **  That  their  cbnfciences  in  the 
**  mca^  while  work  upon  tfiefe  things  ?"  their  thoughts,  with 
reference  to  a  future  ftate,  accuje,  or  el/e  excufe,  (i.  e^)  their 
hearts  are  cheared  ind  encouraged  by  the  good  they  do,  and 
terrified  with  fears  about  the  evils  they  commit.  Whereas  If 
there  were  no  fuch  things,  confcience  would  neither  accufe  nor 
excufe  for  good  or  evil  done  in  this  world. 

Arg.  4.  Fou/'tMy,  The  incarnation  and  death  afChrifl^  is  hut  a 
vanity  without  it.  What^did  be  propofe  to  himfelf,  or  Whitt 
beuent  have  we  by  his  coming,  if  there  be  no  fuch  future  ftate  ? 
.  Did  he  take  our  nature,  and  fufFer  fuch  terrible  things  in  if  fdr 
nothing!  If  you  (ay,  Chriflians  hav^  much  comfort  from  it  \ti 
this  life :  I  anfwer,  the  comforts  they  have  are  raifcd  by  faith  and 
expeftation  of  the  happlnefs  to  be  enjoyed,  as  the  purchafe  6( 
his  blood,  in  heaven.  And  if  there  be  no  fuch  heaven  to  which 
they  are  appointed,  no  hell  from  which  they  are  redeemed,  they 
do  but  comfort  themfelves  with  a  fable,  and  blefs  themfdvcs 
with  a  thing  of  nou^t :  their  cdmfort  is  no  greater  than  the 
comfort  of  a  beggar,  that  dreams  he  is  a  kinj;,  and  when  he  i* 
wakes,  finds  himfelf  a  beggar  ftill.  .  Surely  the  ends  of  Chrifl's 
death  were  to  deliver  Us  from  the  wrath  to  come,  i  Thtit,  i.  10. 
not  from  an  imaginary,  but  a  real  hell,  to  bring  Us  to  God,  i  Pet. 
/  lit.  18.  to  be  the  author  of  eternal  falfration  to  them  that  obey 
bim^  Hcb,  v.  9. 

Arg^  5.  Fifthfy  ^ndhMft  The  immortality  of  human  fouls  ^ 
ffuts  it  beyond  all  d^uht.  The  foul  of  man,  valHy  diffci^s  frotn 
that  of  a  beaft,  whicli  is  but  a  matetial  form,  and  fo  wholly  de- 
pending on,  that  it  maft  fieed  perilh  with  the  matter.    But  it 

flhha' 


4^8  Tie  Fountain  rf  life.  8erm.  XXXH. 

IS  not  (b  xrith  ns :  Ours  are  reaibaable  fpirits,  that  can  live  a&d 
aA  in  a  fcparatcd  ftate  trom  the  body,  Ecdef.  iii.  xv.^*"  Who 
*'  knoweth  the  i'pirtt  of  man,  thatgocch  upward  ;  and  theipirit 
<*  of  a  beaft»  that  goeth  downward  to  the  earth  ^"  For  if  a  maa 
diipute  whether  man  be  rational,  this  his  very  difputing  it  proves 
him  to  be  fb :'  (b  our  difputes,  hopes,  fears  and  apprebenfioas 
of  eternity,  prove  our  ibuls  immortal,  and  capable  of  th^t 
Oatc.  ■ 

Inference  i.  Is  there  an  eternal  ftate  into  which  fouls  pats 
after  this  life  ?  Horn  precious  then  is  prefent  time^  upon  the  im- 
frovement  vjhereof  that  (iate  depends.  O  what  a  huge  Weight 
nath  God  hanged  qpon  a  fmall  wire  ^  God  hath  (et  us  here  in 
a  (late  of  trial ;  *'  According  as  we  improve  thefe  few  hoorSi 
"  fo  will  it  fare  with  us  to  all  eternity  *."  Every  day,  every 
hour,  nay,  every  moment  of  your  prefent  time  hath  an  in- 
flneuce  into  your  eternity,  Do  you  believe  this  i  What !  and 
yet  iquander  away  precious  time  fo  carelefsly,  io  vainly  I  How  do 
thcle  things  confill  ?  When  Seneca  heard  one  promiie  to  fpeod 
a  week  with  a  friend  that  invited  him,  to  recreate  himfclf  with 
him  ;  he  told  him,  he  admired  he  fhould  make  fuch  a  rafti  pro* 
miie  !  What  (faid  he)  caA  away  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  your 
life  !  How  can  you  do  it  ?  Surely,  our  prodigality  in  the  ex? 
pence  of  time,  argues  we  have  but  little  fenie  of  great  eter- 
nity- ,    .     . 

Inference  2.  How  rational  are  all  the  difficulties^  and  feve* 
rities  ql  religiony  which  ferve  to  promote  and  jecure  a  futvre  eter' 
nal  happinefs  ?  So  vaft  is  the  difproportion  betwixt  time  and 
eternity,  things  ieet^>  and  not  fcen  as  yet,  the  prefent  vanifh- 
ing,  and  future  permanent  fta^e,  that  he  can  never  be  juflly 
reputed  a  wife  man,  that  will  not  let  go  the  bed  enjoyment  he 
hath  on  earth,  if  it  Aand  in  the  way  of  his  eternal  happineis. 
Nor  can  that  man  ever  efcape  the  juft  cenfure  of  notorious  fol- 
ly, who,  for  the  gratifying  of  his  appetite  and  prefent  accomo- 
dation of  his  f}e(b,  lets  go  an  eternal  glory  in  heaveii.  Darios 
repented  heartily  that  he  loft  a  king^on^  for  a  drairght  of  wa- 
ter, O,  faid  he,  **  for  how  fhbrt  a  plealure  have  I  fold  a  king- 
**  dom !"  It  was  Mofes's  choice,  and  his  choice  argued  his 
wifdom ;  he  chpfe  rather  **  to  fufFer  afiliftioos  with  the  people 
*«  of  Ciod,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fm,  which  are  but 
f*  for  a  feafon,'?  Heb.  xi  25.  Men  do  not  account  him  a  fool, 
that  will  adventure  a  penny,  upon  a  probability  to  gaia  (^9 

"^  Jk  hoe  momento  pendet  aternitajS,* 
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thoufaod  pounds.     But  {nxQ  the  difproportion  betwixt  time 
and  eteruity  is  much  greater. 

Inference  3.  if  there  certuialy  be  fuch  an  eternal  ftate  into 
which  ibuls  pais  immediately  after  death ;  How  great  a  change 
then  doth  death  make  vpon  every  man  and  woman  ?  O  what  a 
fcrious  thing Js  it  to  die !  Tis  your  paflage  out  of  the  fwift  ri- 
▼er  of  time,  into  the  boundlefs  and  botiomieis  ocean  of  eterni- 
ty. You  that  now  converfe  with  fenfible  objeAs,  with  men 
.  and  women  like  yourfelves,.  enter  then  into  the  world  of  I'pirits. 
You^  that  now  fee  the  continual  revolutions  of  days  and  nights, 
pafling  away  one  after  another,  will  then  be  fixed  in  a  perpe- 
tual NO  IV,  O  what  a  ferious  thing  is  death  !  You  throw  a 
caft  for  eternity,  when  you  die.  If  you  were  to  caft  a  dye  for 
your  natjiral  life,  O I  how  would  your  hand  (hake  with  fear, 
how  it  would  fall  \  But  what  is  that  to  this  \ 

The  fouls  of  men  are,  as  it  were,  afleep  now  in  their  bodies ; 
at  death  they  awake,  and  find  themfelves  in  the  world  of  reali- 
ties.  Let  this  teach  you,  both  how  to  carry  yourfelves  toward 
dying  perions  when  you  viiit  them ;  and  to  make  every  day 
ibme  provifion  for  that  hour  ydurfelves.  Be  ferious,  be  plain, 
be  faithful  with  others  that  are  Aepping  into  eternity;^ be  1b 
with  your  own  fouls  every  day.  O  remember .  what  a  long 
word,  what  an  amazing  thing  eternity  isl   efpecially  confider- 

Poft.  2.  That  all  believers  are  at  their  deaths  immediately 
received  i^to  a  ftate  of  glory  and  eternal  happinefs. 
This  day  Jhalt  thou  be  with  me. 

This  the  Atheift  denies  :  He  thinks  he  (hall  3ie,  and  there- 
fore refolvcs  to  live  as  the  bcafls  that  perifti.  Beryllus,  and 
iome,  others  after  him,  taught,  jhat  there  was  indeed,  a  future 
ilate  of  bappinefs  and  mifery  for  fouls,  but  that  they  pafs  not 
into  it  immediately  upon  deaih  and  feparatiou  frotn  the  body, 
but  fliall  fleep  till  the  refurre£lion,  and  then  awake  and  enter 
into  it.  But  is  not  that  foul  afleep,  or  worfe,  that  dreams  of 
a  fleeping  foul  'till  the  refurreflion  \  Are  fouls  fo  wounded  and 
prejudiced  by  their  feparation  from  the  body,  that  they  cannot 
.fubfift  or  aft  feparate  from  it?  Or  have  they  found  any  fuch 
conceit  in  the  fcriptures?  Not  at  all.  The  fcriptures  takes 
notice  of  no  fuch  interval ;  but  plainly  enough  denies  it,  2  Cor» 
V.  8.  "  We  are  confident,  I  fay,  and  willing  rather  to  be  abfcnt 
<*  from  the  body,  and  prefent  with  the  Lord,"  Mark  it,  no 
fgoner  parted  from  die  body,  but  prefent  wlcb  the  Lord.    So 
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PhJI.  I.  73.  «*  I  dcfire  to  be  diirolved,  and  to  be  with  Chrifti 
«•  which  is  far  better.**  If  his  ibul  was  to  flecp  till  the  refiir 
region,  how  was  it  far  better  to  be  diffolvcd,  than  to  live  ? 
Snre  Paiirs  ftate  in  the  body  haai  been  far  better  tban  his  fiafe 
cfter  death,  if  this  were  fo ;  for  here  he  enjoyed  mach  fwedt 
cotnmttnioa  with  God  by  faith,  but  jihcn  he  ihould  cDJoy  &<)• 
thing.  r 

To  confirm  this  dream,  they  orge,  John  xiv»  3.  "  If  I  go 
^*  away,  !  will  come  again,  aod  receive  you  to  my  felf."  As 
if  the  time  of  Chrift's  receiving  his  people  to  himfelf^  fhonid 
not  corne^  until  his  fccond  coming  at  the  end  of  the  world. 
But  tho*  he  wtil  then  collet  all  believers  into  one  body,  and 
present  them  folemnly  to  his  Father ;  yet  that  hinders  nor,  but 
he  may,  as  indeed  he  doth,  receive  every  particular  believing 
foul  to  himfelf  at  death,  by  the  mlniflry  of  angels.  And  if  not« 
how  is  it  that  when  Chrift  comes  to  judgment,  he  Is  attended 
with  ten  thoufaud  of  his  faints,  that  (ball  follow  htm  when  he 
comes  from  hearen  ?  Jude  14.  You  fee  then  the  fcriptore  puts 
no  interval  betwixt- the  difToiotkxi  of  a  faint,  and  his  glorifica- 
tion :  It  fpeaks  of  the  faints  that  are  dead,  as  already  with  the 
Lord :  And  the  wicked  that  arc  dead,  as  already  in  hell,  calling 
^em/pirits  in  pri/on,  i  Pet.  lit.  19,  20.  affuring  us,  that  Jodas 
went  prefently  to  his  9wn  place,  A£k% !.  25.  And  to  that  feniS, 
is  the  parable  of  Dives  and  Lazarus,  Luke  xvi.  22. 

But  let  us  weigh  thefe  four  things  more  particularly,  for  our 
f^Bll  fatisfacVion  in  this  pcnnt. 

Arg»  I.  Firfi,  Why  fhould  the  happtnefs  of  believers  be  de- 
ferred, fmce  they  arc  immediately  capable  of  enjoying  it,  as 
foon  as  feparated  from  the  body  ?  Alas,  the  foul  is  fo  far  from 
being  affiflea  by  the  body  (as  it  is  now)  fOr  the  enjoyment  of 
God  ;  that  'lis  either  clogg'd  or  hindered  by  it :  So  fpeaks  the 
apoftlc,  1  Cor,  v.  6,  8.  **  Whilft  wc  arc  at  home  in  the  body,  we 
.**  are  abfent  from  ths  Lord  ;"  (i.  e.)  our  bodies  prejudice  onr 
fouls,  obftruft  and  hinder  th^  fuUiefs  and  freedom  of  their  Com- 
munion :  When  we  part  from  the  body,  we  go  home  tathe 
Lord  ;  then  the  foul  is  efcaped  as  a  bird  out  of  a  cage  or  foar^. 
Here  I  am  prevented  by  an  excellent  pert,  ♦  which  hath  judkl- 
oufly  opened  this  point  s  To  whofe  excellent  obfervations  I 
only  add  this  ;  .That  if  the  entanglements,  fuarc^,  and  prejudi- 
ces of  th*  foul  are  fo  great  and  many  in  its  embodied  eftatrf, 
that  it  cannot  fo  freely  dilate  iifclf,  and  take  in  the  coMforfs 
of  God  by  communion  with  him,  then  furely  the  laying  aCde  of 

*  Mr*  Shaw  in  his  Farcwd  to  Life*  . ,  *  - 
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that  dog,  or  the  freeing  of  che  foul  from  that  burden,  ean  be 
Qo  bar  to  its  greater  happipels,  which  it  enjoys  in  Its  ieparated 
ftate. 

Arg.  2.  Secondly  J  Why  (houM  the  happloefs  and  glory  of  the 
ipul  be  deferred,  unlets  God  had  fooie  farther  preparative  work 
to  do  upon  it,  before  it  be  fie  to  be  admitted  into  gior^  ?  Bur, 
furely»  there  is  no  fach  work  wrought  upon  it  after  its  i<fpara* 
lion  by  death:  All  that  is  done  of  that  kind,  is  do&e  here. 
When  the  compojilum  is  difTolved,  all  means,  duties,  and  ordi* 
nances  are  cealcd.  The  working  day  is  then  ended,  and  night 
come,  when  no  man  can  work,  John  ix.  3.  To  that  purpofe  are 
thofc  words  of  Solomon,  Ecdel.  ix.  10.  **  Wbatfoevcr  thy  hand 
«*  findeih'todo,  do  it  with  all  thy  might;  for  there  is  no  wif* 
«*  dom,  nor  knowledge,  nor  device  in  the  grave  whither  thoo 
^<  gocd.'*  So  that  our  glorification  is  not  deferred,  in  order  to 
cur  fuller  preparation  for  glory  :  If  we  are  not  fit  when  we  die, 
^e.cao  never  be  (it :  All  is  done  upon  us  that  ever  was  intended 
to  be  done  ;  for  (hey  are  called,  Heb.  xii.  23^  the  fpirits  of  the  • 
juft  made  perfcft. 

Arg.  3.  Thirdly  ;  Again,  Why  (hould  our  falvation  dumber, 
whtti  the  damnation  of  the  wicked  dorh  not  flumber  ?  God  de-  * 
fers  not  their  miilry ;  and  furely  he  will  not  defeat  our  glory.  If 
he  be  quick  with  his  enemies,  he  will  not  be  (low  and  diiatorf 
With  his  friends.  It  cannot  be  imagined,  but  he  is  as  much  in* 
ciined.  to  a£ls  of  favour  to  his  children,  as  to  a£fs  of  juftice  to 
his  enemies  ;  thefe  are  prefently  damned,  Jude  7.  AAsi.  25.  i. 
Pet.  iii.  19,  20,  And  what  reafon  why  believers,  yea  every  beli- 
ever; as  well  as  this  iti  the  text,  (hould  not  be,  that  very  day  ia 
which  they  die,  with  Chrift  in  glory  ? 

Arg.  4.  Fourthly^  and  Iqflly :  How  do  fuch  delays  con(ift 
with  ChriA's  ardent  de  fires  to  have  his  people  with  him  where 
l^e  is,  and  with  the  vehement  longings  of  their  fouls  to  be  witK 
Chrifl  ^  You  may  fee  thofe  refleAed  flames  of  love  and  d^fire 
of  mutual  enjoyment  betwixt  the  bridegroom  and  his  fpoufe 
inRev.  xxii.  17,  20.  Delays  make  their  hearts  fick:  Theex- 
.  pedtation  and  faith  in  which  the  faints  die,  is  to  be  fatisfied  then  : 
And,  furely,  God  will  not  deceive  them.  Ideny  not  but  their 
glory  will  be  more  com  pleat  when  the  body,  their  abient  friend, 
is  re-united,  and  made  io  (hare  with  them  in  their  happinefs  : 
Yet  that  hinders  not,  but  mean  while  the  foul  may  enjoy  its 
glory,  whilft  the  body  takes  its  reft,  and  (leepsin  the  dufl. 

Inference  1.  Are  believers  immediately  with  God  after  their 
diflblution  ^  Then  bozu  furprizingly  glorious  will  heaven  be  to 
tcixevcn!  Not  that  they  are  la  it  before  the;^  think  of  it,  or' 
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are  fitted  for  it ;  no,  they  have  (pent  many  thoughts  upon  it 
before,  and  beea  long  preparing  for  it ;  but  the  fudennejs  and 
greatnefs  of  rhe  change  is  amazing  to  our  thoughts.  For  a  fool 
to  be  now  here  in  the  body,  convcrfing  with  men,  living  amdog 
fenfible  objcfts,  and  within  a  few  moments  tobcwiti}  the  Lord; 
this  hour  on  earth,  the  next  in  the  third  heaven ;  now  viewing 
this  world,  and  anon  (landing  among  an  innumerable  company 
of  angels,  atid  the  fpirits  of  thejuft  madepcrfeft:  O  what  a 
change  b  this  !  What !  but  wink,  and  fee  God  !  Commend  thy 
thy  foul  to  Chrift,  and  be  transferred  in  the  arms  of  angels  into 
the  invifible  world,  the  world  of  fpirits  !  To  live  as  angels  of 
God !  To  live  without  eating,  drinking,  fkeping  !  To  be  lifted 
up  from  a  bed  of  ficknefs  to  a  throne  of  glory  !  To  leave  a  fin- 
ful,  troubleibme  world,  a  fick  and  pained  body,  and-be  in  a  mo- 
ment perfecHy  cured,  and  feel  thy  felf  pcrfeftly  well,  and  free 
from  all  troubles  and  diflcmpers  f  You  cannot  think  what  this 
will  be !  Who  can  tell  what  fights,  what  apprehenfions,  what 
thoughts,  what  frames  believing  fouls  have,  biefore  the  bodies, 
they  left,  are  removed  from  the  eyes  of  their  dear  furviving 
friends ! 
•  Inference  2.  Are  believers  immediately  with  God  after  their 
diflblution  ?  where  then  Jball  the  unbelievers  be,  and  in  what 
ftate  will  they  find  them/elves  immediate^  after  death  hath  clofed. 
their  eyes  f  Ah !  what  will  the  cafe  of  them  be  that  go  the  other 
way  ? 

,  To  be  pluck'd  out  of  houfe  and  body,  from  among  friends 
a^nd  comforts,  and  thruft  into  cndlefs  miferies,  into  the  dark 
vault  of  hell ;  never  to  fee  the  light  of  this  world, any  more  ; 
never  to  fee  a  comfortable  fight ;  never  to  hear  a  joyful  found  ; 
never  to  know  the  meaning  of  reft,  peace,  or  delight  any  more. 
©  what  a  change  is  here !  To  exchange  the  fmiles  and  honours 
of  men,  for  the  frowns  and  fury  of  God  :  To  be  cloathed  with 
flames,  and  drink  the  pure  unmi^^ed  wrath  of  God,  who  was  but 
a  few  days  fince  cloathed  in  filks,  and  filled  with  tjie  fweet  of  the 
creature  ?  How  is  the  flate  of  things  altered  with  thee  !  It  was 
the  lamentable  cry  of  poor  Adrian,  whetr  he  felt  death  approach- 
ing :  **  Omy  poor  wandringfoul !  alas  1  whither  art  thou  going! 
**  Where  muft  thou  lodge  this  night !  Thou  (halt  never  jeft 
•*  more,  never  be  merry  more  !*' 

Your  term  in  your  houfes  and  bodies  is  out,  and  there  is  ano- 
ther habitation  provided  for  you  ;  but  'tis  a  difmal  one  1  When  a 
faint  dies,  heaven  above  is  as  it  were  moved  to  receive  and  enter- 
tain him ;  at  his  coming,  he  is  received  into  everlafting  habitati- 
ons, into  the  iaheiitance  of  the  faints  in  light;     When  an  »nbc- 
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^ever  dic$,  we  may  hy  of  hicu,  ^iluding  tQ  Ifa.  ^U.  j.  '«  PJel^ 
V  frofli  bcD^iiith  is  moved  fgr  him,  tp  rVcet  him  jjt  h^s  comiogj 
**  it  ftirrett)  up  ihp  dj^ad  for  bim"  Nq  nior<;  ipprt?.  qor  pl^ys^ 
^Q  cvps  of  wipe  nor  bed$  pf  pleafurc:  TKc  more  of  thefp  yp,^ 
cnjoy'd  here,  th^  more  iqtolcriible  ^ill  tl^iis  change  be  to  yQ<j, 
Jf  f:i\Qis  are  mvci^iii4t^y  witfe  Cpd,  others  mpft  pe  ^nm?4^t^I| 
with  §atan. 

Inference  3.  ^ot*/  AVlfe  r^ii/^  <5^vf  ^^^ry  f^  /<rar  it^atb,  ivhjf  . 
fi4!i  he  with  Godfyfoon  tkft^r  tbc\r  dftc^tl^  ?  Son^  tberjs  are  th^| 
(rembJe  at  llhc  thpught?  pf  death ;  that  cannot  endure  to  li^^r 
its  9Jime  n;ienlioned  \  that  WQplci  raih^r  ftopp  to  aqy  mi{er|f 
l)prc,  yea,  tp  ?iiy  fir^,  rhiifl  4ie,  bcc^ufc  rbey  4re  afraid  pf  tbf 
fHCbvig^.  Bgt  yoi?  th^t  *rc  jniereft^d  i«  Qhri(>,  Oj??d  PPt  do 
ft>;  ypi|  c^n  lofe  nothjag  by.  the  fxchar^ae  :  the  ward$  Viet^tb^ 
Gr4Vf,   ^od  J^^ernify,  fioiild  hi^ye  ;?npthfr  Kind  qf  fojiqd  ii^ 

Jour  ear?,  and  make  jQoqinjiry  impreffion?  uppa  yo^r  hearts, 
f  ypur  earthly  uberoacje?  caf|  you  o\it,  yoy  jfhajl  i?iat  b| 
fpuod  oijked ;  yoq  l)4ve  "  ^  buildjog  pf  God,  an  hovfe  jipt  m^4f 
••  with  haads,  qj^ij^l  in  rb^  hr4veo§ ;"  apd  it  |s  but  g  ftep  ojiij 
of  thi^  iatp  tb^t.  O  what  fw,  fwe^r,  4p4  loi^cly  tbp^ghtf 
(hould  you  have  of  that  great  and  lift  change  1  Bvt  wbaf  fp?^|f 
I  of  your  fearlefnefs  of  death  ?  Your  duty  lies  much  higher  thgj^ 
Ibat  fiir, 

/(i/erenc^  4.  ff  ^^//Vv^r;  arf  immediately  yiifh  C^d,  <^fUM 
thfir.  diffilutionf  th^n  *tis  thejr  difty  tv  iQng  far  tb^ir  dmtutiof^^ 
0ndcaft  manv  a  hngvig  look  f^ward^  tb^irgrayes.  Sp  qld  Pml^ 
f.defire  to  be  difffyed,  and  tQ  be  w^th  Chrjp,  i^hi^h  U  fqr  ketter^ 
The  advantapcs  of  this  e;i,change  ?rff  yafpeakable :  Xovi  hayy 
gold  for  brafs ;  wine  fpr  water ;  fubfl^oci*  for  (h^pw ;  fpli^ 
glqry  fpr  very  vanity.  Oh  !  if  ^i?  dqft  pf  thiti  farth  w/srp  buf 
pnoe  blov/i?  out  of  yp^r  eye?,  th^t  yoij  naightfee  the  4ivipe  «k>ry^ 
Jipw  w.e^ry  would  you  bp  to  liv?  \  I^QW  wiJHug  tp  dii?  r  ^iif 
tbe»  be  fiiirt?  ypur  tjtl^  be  found  and  good  :  J-eavp  npt  fo  grie^ 
;i  coacernmcnt  to  thcl^ft:  Fpr,  thpqgh  it  ij$  cpnfefT^d,  Gpf 
;n.4y  do  that  in  m  hour,  that  never  wap  dpn^  all  your  /^fly?,  ycf 
5.4  \%  ^o^comipfp^ ;  Wbi(;b  hripg?  tp  9iir  ^ird  lin^UO  ybfgryatjf 

f^r  glory  ifnmpdiatfly  before  th/ir  dijjkljam  ,fy  dfflfA^ 

Tbere  U  qm  parable^  ^d  no  mprie,  that  fp^^Ks  pf  fbp^e  thn;Ji 
were  called  at  the  lafl  hour,  Matt.  xx.  9,  la.    Aa^  ^^^  i|  jt^ 
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one  iDAaDce  in  the  text,  and  no  more,  that  gives  us  an  account 
of  a  pel  Ion  fb  called,  ^ye  acknowledge  God  may  do  it,  his 
grace  is  his  own,  he  may  difpenfc  it  bow  and  where  he  pleafeth: 
We  muft  always  I'alvc  divine  prerogative.  Who  (hall  fix 
bounds,  or  put  limits  to  free  grace,  but  God  himielf,  whofe  it 
\\  If  he  do  not  ordinarily  (hew  fuch  mercies  to  dying  linoers 
(as  indeed  he  doth  noi) ;  yet  it  is  not  becaufe  he  cannot,  but  . 
becaufe  he  will  riot ;  not  becaufe  their  hearts  are  fo  hardened  by 
tongXuftom  in  fin,  that  his  grace  cannot  break  them,  but  be- 
came he  molt  juftly  wiihholds  that  grace  from  them.  Whea 
bleffed  Mr.  Bilney,  the  martyr,  heard  a  minifter  preaching  thus: 
O  thou  old  fmner,  that  haft  lain  thelc  fifcy  years  rotting  in  thy 
fin,  doft  thou  think  now  to  be  laved  I  That  the  blood  of  Chrift 
fliall  fave  thee  ?  O,  faid  Mr.  Bilney,  what  preaching  of  Chrift  is 
this  J  if  [  had  heard  no  other  preaching  than  this,  what  bad 
become  of  me  \  No,  no,  old  (ioners,  or  young  fmners,  great 
or  fmall  finners,  are  not  to  be  beaten  ofFfrom  Chrift,  but  en* 
couraged  to  repeqtance  and  faith  :  For  who  knows  but  the  bow- 
els of  mercy  may  yearn  at  laft  upon  one  that  hath  all  along 
rejeft^d  it  ?  This  thief,  was  as  unlikely  ever  to  receive  mercy,  but 
a  few  hours  before  he  died,  as  any  perfon  in  the  world  could 
be. 

But  furcly  this  is  no  encouragement  to  negleft  the  prcfent 
featbns  of  mercy,  becaufe  God  may  fhew  mercy  hereafter :  Or 
to  neglefl  the  ordinary,  becaufe  God  fometimes  manifefts  his 
grace  in  ways  extraordinary.  Many  1  know,  have  hardened 
fhemfelves  in  ways  of  fin,  by  this  example  of  mercy.  But  what 
God  did  at  this  time,  for  this  man,  cannot  be  expeded  to  bedooe 
ordinarily  for  us  :  And  the  reafons  thereof  are. 
'  *  Reafon  i.  Firfl,  Becaufe  God  hath  vouchfaPed  us  the  ordi- 
nary and  ftanding  means  of  grace,  which  this  (inner  had  not; 
and  therefore  we  cannot  cxpeft  fuch  extraordinary  and  unufual 
converfions  as  he  had.  This  poor  creature  never  heard  in  all 
likelihood,  one  fermon  preached  by  Chri(^  or  any  of  his  apoftles : 
He  lived  the  liffe  of  a  highwayman,  and  concerned  not  himlelf 
about  religion :  But  we  have  Chrift  preached  freely,  and  con- 
ftantly  in  our  afTemblies :  We  have  line  upon  line,  precept  upon 
precept :  Aqd  when  God  atfbrds  the  ordinary  preaching  of  the 
gofpel,  he  doth  not  ufe  to  work  wonders.  When  I(rael^as  ia 
the  wilderncfs,  then  God  gave  them  bread  from  heaven,  and 
clave  the  rocks  to  give  theoa  drink ;  but  ,when  they  came  to 
Canaan,  where  they  had  the  ordinary  means  of  fubfiftence,  the 
Manns  oeaicd.  ' 

RoafoQ  2.  S^condly^  Such  a  QOnveriloa  as  thi^i  may  oot  be 
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ordioarily  expe£led  by  aoy  man;  becaufe  fuch  a  time  as  that 
will  never  come  again:  it  is  poflible^  if  Chi  1ft  were  to  die  a- 
gaiO|  and  thon  to  be  crucified  with  him»  thou  mlghteft  receive. 
thy  converfioD  in  fuch  a  miraculous  and  extraordinary  way ; 
bnt  Chrift  dies  no  more ;  fuch  a  day  as  that  will  never  comp 
again  " 

Mr.  Fenner,  in  his  excellent  filfcourie  dpon^  this  point,  telb 
OS,  That  as  this  was  an  extraordinary  time»  Chrift  being  now 
to  be  inftalled  in  his  kingdom,  and  crowned  with  glory  and 
Jionours ;  fo  extraordinary  things  were  now  done ;  as  wheii 
kings  2XKi  crowned,  the  ftreets  are  richly  hanged^  the  conduits 
run  with  wine,  great  malefaAors  are  then  pardoned,  for  then 
they  (hew  their  munificence  and  bounty ;  it  is  the  day  of  the 
gladnefs  of  their  hearts.  But  let  a  man  come  at  another  time 
to  the  codduits,  he  fhall  find  no  wine,  but  ordinary  water  there* 
Let  a  man  be  in  the  jail  at  another  time,  and  he  may  be.  hanged; 
yea,  and  have  no  reafon  but  to  expeA  and  prepare  for  it. 
What  Chrift  did  now  for  this  man»  was  at  an  extraordinary 
time. 

Reafon  3.  Thirdly^  Such  a  converfion  as  this  maynot  ordi- 
narily be  expeAed ;  for  as  fuch  a  time  will  never  come  again,  ib 
there  will  never  be  the  like  rcafoli  for  fuch  a  converfion  any 
more :  Chrift  converted  him  upon  the  crofs,  to  give  an  inftance 
of  his  divine  power  at  that  time,  when  it  was  almoft  wholly 
clouded :  Look,  as  in  that  day  the  divinity  of  Chrift  brake 
forth  in  (everal  miracles,  as  the  preternatural  eclipfe  of  the  fun, 
the  great  earthquake,  the  rending  of  the  rocks  and  vaU  of  the 
temple ;  To  in  the  converfion  of  this  man  in  fucK  an  extraordinary 
way,  and  ail,  to  give  evidence  of  the  divinity  of  Chrift,  and 
prove  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God  whom  they  crucified :  but  that 
is  now  fufficiently  confirmed,  and  tl^ere  will  be  ao  more  occafiod 
for  miracles  to  Evidence  it.       ,  > 

Reafon  4.  Fourthly^  None  hath  reafon  to  expeft  the  like 
converfion,  that  enjoys  the  ordinary  means ;  becaufe,  though 
in  this  convert  we  have  a  pnrtern  of  what  free  grace  can  do, 
yet,  as  divines  pertinently  obferve,  it  is  a  pattern  without  a 
promife;  Gad  hath  i(bt  added  any  promife  to  it,  that  ever  he. 
win  do  fo  for  any  other :  and  where  we  have  not  a  promife  to 
encourage  our  hope,  our  hope  can  fignify  but  little  to  us. 

Inference  1 .  Let  thofe  that  have  found  mercy  in  the  evening 
tf  their  life^  admire  the  extraordinary  grace  that  therein  hath 
appeared  to  fhem.  O  that  ever  Cod  (hould  accept  the  bran^ 
when  Satato  iiath  bad  the  flour  of  thy  days  !  The  fore-menu* 
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|»cd  r^vtftod  author  teJis  »«  bf  onfc  Ma^cttl  CzYat  Vi6h>riu!^ 
«  vtry  ftgcd  maft  m  the  fstimiltfc  tit<>cs,  ^frho  ^di  cdflvcrted 
ftoiii  Hetitheniiin  W  Chriftlanity  ?!i  hii  bid  afge.  This  liiafi  ;^ttHj 
16  SiiAplicianiiSk  a  ilhinidtr,  Add  (did  him,  h^  Ikt&ttWy  dwiied 
itid  embraced  the  Ghrifttatt  ftiih.  But Hththethemr  the chuttH 
would  trufl  him  for  a  l6ng  time ;  and  the  realbn  was,  th^  on* 
Ufttalrieli  df  a  eofiterfido  sit  fuch  k  age.  Bat  iftcf  he  had  given 
fhetti  g<)od  evidehce  6f  the  r^dlity  thereof,  thefe  Utife  acdanft* 
lidtis  and  fitigtag  of  (jfainls,  thi  pciopfle  eVefy  ^hefe  rryidg 
Martus  Caitos  ViftbrlfJS  Is  bfefcotne  Si  ChHftrifc,  Th!»  W^ 
Un'lti*n  for  a  w<wder  !  Oh!  ifGodhat^e«»;JlE)ughtftfeh  #cfoah)6$ 
ftlvitiohs  fot^ny  6f  yoU,  WhUl  ^aafe  hkvk  yo6  td  dd  Aatih6  Fbf 
Mto  thin  others !  Wh&t !  tt>  ^uck  y5U  dirt  of  biel!  <^h«i  cmd 
fdof  was  lo !  To  fcf  peflf  to  Jou  it  laft,  S»hfcd  fb  htH-dhed  bf 
tottg  collom  III  fin,  that  ofte  tttight  fiy,  •*  Can  the  Ethiapiad 
**  Change  his  fkin,  of  the  letipard  his  fjfiors  V*  Gh  !  what  richci 
Of  melrcy  have  ajipfeafed  16  yott ! 

infer^tt  1,  Let  this  toiv&ince  dnd  finrfk  fitcA,  as  ¥v^n  t4  i^^i^ 
gray  hairs ^  remain  in  an  unconverted /i ate ^  who  are  'where  thef 
Ik/ere  h/heh  ^heyfiVfi  thine  ihtd  the  world,  yM,  father /nrihilr  f 
#y  fhtith. 

Bethink  y8ttrfeltcs>  ye  thrt  afe  f^W  rf  days,  aud  foil  of  fi&i 
^^fhofe  time  is  alrhbft  ddntJ,  ^ftd  ybUr  grcit  Wt>t-k  dd;  begirt  i 
tj'ho  have  but  a  ffe^  fands  riibre  iii  the  uip^r  part  6f  the  glaft  W 
tun  ddwn,  arid  theft  youf  cob>ttfi<»ft  will  be  impoifible  :  you^ 
fun  is  fetiing  ;  ydu*-  nlghl  is  comidq  ;  the  ihadbws  df  the  cveii* 
lug  afe  ftretehed  6nt  ujp6n  yoli ;  yba  have  <Mie  foot  in  the  graVc, 
tnd  the  other  ifl  hdh  O  think,  if  all  fchfe  and  tchdertiefsbi 
i^ot  withered  op  as  well  a«  natural  tetdure ;  think  with  yoor- 
Jfelvesj  ho^  fad  a  eafe  you  irfe  in  i  G<A  may  dd  >Vbdd«ts,  bdl 
,  they  are  not  feeft  ^Veiry  day,  th^ia  they  ^^it\^  ceife  to  be  w^fl' 
dered  at :  O  ftrive,  ft  rive,  while  you  ha'te  %  Ihtfe  tiilie,  i»d  i 
lew  helps  and  mtafis  iftore  :  ilr!^  to  get  that  >i^ofk  accbro* 
^plithed  now  that  wa^  nevci-  done  yci ;  defer  it  bo  Idnget,  ^^ 
Jiave  6ic>nt  lb  tdO  tftath  Mlreidy. 

.  It  may  be  (to  efe  *  Seneca'^  expredidft)  ybti  hkyt  been  theft 
fi^ty,  ftveilty,    bf  eighty  ytftf-s,  begiiihib^  tO  IiVe,  abofit  ttt 

Change  your  praftifce  •,  bttt  hitherto  you  ftUl  cbmihtre  thefewe- 
Do  not  you  fee  hb\v  S^t^ri  hath  gulfed,  and  CheiatetJ  y<>u  ^vi* 
"taitt  purpbfes^  *ti1l  he  hath  broul^ht  ifou  tb  the  fe^y  brinks  of 
the  ^rave  ai^d  hHl  f  O  it  li  time  ho*^  to  fhske  i  ftand,  io^ 
f^k  a  fittre  Inhere  yotl  &rfe,  a^id  to  whii  ^  b**  brti^t  f>% 

♦  Semfer  wiHuru 
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The  Lord  at  laft  give  you  an  eye  to  fee,  and  an  heart  to  cooii* 
der. 

Inference  3.  Laftly^  Let  this  be  a  cM  and  caution  to  all  young 
fiMT  tohegm  'mkh  God  Mime,  tmd  take  rheid  of  delays  tiUt^ 
hft^  fo  as  many  thoufands  have  d^ht  he/ore  them  to  their  eternal , 
ruin.  Now  is  yonr  time,  if  you  defire  to  be  in  Chrift  ;  if  yoa 
hare  any  fcnfe  of  the  weight  and  worth  of  eteroai  ihiqgs  upon 
yoQr  hearts  :  I  kitow  your  age  is  voluptuous,  and  delighcs  not 
iA  the  ferloiis  thoughts  of  death  and  eternity  :  you  are  more  ia« 
dined  to  mind  your  ple^ntes,  and  leatc  ch^fe  grave  and  fdriobs 
OQatters  to  old  age  :  but  let  me  petfuade  you  again  A  that,  by 
thde  confiderations. 

firfi,  O  fei  to  the  bufinfeft  of  religion  ti6\^,  bctatife  this  is  the 
fnouiding  a§B.  No\v  yduf  hearts  ai  e  tender,  and  y6ut  atfedlioni 
Bowmg :  now  !s  the  time  whbti  ydu  kt  itkbd  likely  t6  ba 
^irrotight  upon, 

Sectmdty,  NoxKr,  b^cauf^  this  iS  the  freift  part  of  your  time. 
It  is  ift  the  tsornhig  6f  i/ont  life,  as  in  the  morning  of  the  day  : 
if  a  man  have  any  bufinefs  to  be  done,  let  him  take  the  morn- 
ing fdr  It ;  for,  in  the  after^parC  c5f  xht  day  a  harry  of  bolinefs 
tofttes  Qh,  lb  that  y6u  either  forget  it^  6r  want  Opportunity  iat 
It: 

Thitdly,  NbvU,  beffaUfe  yoUr  life  is  ifmHediaiBly  uncertain  / 
you  ire  not  (t^rtain  that  cVer  ydO  ftiall  attain  the  years  of  your 
fatbtri :  ihferc  iiYc  graves  in  the  church-yard  juft  of  your  length  ; 
ind  (knils  of  ^11  lofts  and  fi^es  in  Golgotha,  as  the  Jtws  pro- 
Verb  is. 

Fourthly,  }^onir,^becaufe  God  ivill ndt  fpare you  becdufe you  are 
hit  young  finnets,  little  JitintrSj  if  ym  die  Chrijilefs.  If  yoii 
ate  not,  as  you  think,  old  enough  to  mind  ChriiV,  furely,  if  yoa 
die  Chriftleft,  yon  are  old  eftongh  to  be  damned  ;  there  is  the 
fmall  fpray,  is  well  as  great  logs  in  the  fire  of  hell. 

fifthly  y  Now,  becaufe  ^'owr  life  'will  be  the  mete  eminently 
iif^ul,  dtid  fsrViceable  to  Cody  ivheh  you  kncv/  him  betime,  and 
f^egifi  ivith  him  early.  Auilitt  rtpcnted,  and  fo  have  many  thou- 
fends  finct  him,  thit  ht  begafi  {o  late,  and  knew  God  noiboner. 

Sixthly,  Ko^,  beciufe  your  life  will  be  the  fweeier  to  you, 
Men  the  WOmitig  of  it  is  dedicated  to  the  Lord,  t  he  firft  fruits 
fenftify  the  whole  harvcft  :  this  will  have  a  fwcct  influence  into 
all  your  dayi,  Whateter  chaftge^,  fir  aits,  or  troubles  you  may  af- 
iPTiirards  rhe^t  with. 
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SERMON     XXXIII. 

Opens  the  fourth  excellent  Saying  of  Christ  npon  the 

Crofs. 

Mat.  xxvii.  46.  And  ahouf  the  ninth  hour  Jefus  cried  with  a 
ioud  Mce,  faying.  Ell,  Eli,  laroa  fabachthani  y  that  is  tojay^ 
My  God^  my  Ood,  why  ha/l  thou  for/aken  me  ? 

THIS  verfe  contains  the  fourth  memorable  faying  of  Cbrift 
upon  the  crofs ;  words  able  to  rend  the.  hardeft  heart  in 
the  world :  it  is  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  in  an  agony  * : . 
bis  faf&rings  were  great,  very  great  before,  but  never  in  that 
extremity  as  now ;  when  this  heaven-rending  and  heart-melting 
out-cry  brake  from  him  upon  the  crofs,  £/i,  FM,  kma/abach' 
ihani?  In  which  are  confiderable,  the  time,  matter,  and  man- 
ner of  this  his  fad  complaint. 

Firft,  The  time  when  it  was  uttered,  "  about  the  ninth  hour/' 
(i.  e.)  about  three  of  the  dock  after  noon.  For  as  the  Jeu's 
divided  the  night  into  four  quarters,  or  watches ;  (o  they  di* 
vided  the  day,  in  like  manner,  into  four  quarters,  or  greater 
hours :  which  had  their  names  from  that  hour  of  the  day  that 
clofed  the  quarter.  So  that  beginning  their  account  of  their 
lefTer  hours  from  fix  in  the  morning,  which  with  them  was  the 
firft,  their  ninth  hour  anfwered  to  our  third  after  noon.  And 
this  is  heedfully  marked  by  the  evangelifts,  qn  purpofe  to  fhew 
US  how  long  Chrift  hanged  in  diftrefs  upon  the  trofs,  both  ia 
foul  and  body,  which  at  leaft  was  full  three  hours :  towards  the 
end  whereof  his  foul  was  fo  filled,  diftrefled,  and  overwhelmed, 
that  this  doleful  cry  brake  from  his  foul,  in  bitter,  anguiOi, 
••  Nfy  God',  my  God,"  6-^. 

Secondly,  The  matter  of  the  complnint.  It  is  not  of  the 
cruel  tortures  he  felt  in  his  body,  nor  ot  the  feoffs  and  reprpaches 
of  his  name;  he  mentions  not  a  word  of  thefe,  they  were 
all  fwallowed  up  in  the  fufferings  within,  as  the  river  is  fwal- 
owed  up  in  the  fea,  or  the  lefler  flame  in  the  greater.  He 
feems  to  neglcft  all  ihefe,  and  only  complains  of  what  was  more 
burdenfome  than  ten  thoufand  crofles  :  even  his  Father's  de* 
ferting  him,  *'  My  God,  ray  God,  why  haft  thouforfaken  me  T* 

*  I  know  thefe  are  the  words  of  one  in  agony,  and^in  the  utmoil 
an^uifti  of  foul,     Heinfitu  on  the  place. 
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It  IS  a  more  inward  trouble  that  burdens  him,  darknefs  upcp  his 
fptrit,  the  hidings  of  God's  face  from  him,  an  affltAioo  he  was 
totally  a  Granger  to  till  now ;  here  he  lays  his  hand  in  this 
complaint.  I'his  was  the  paired  place,  to  which  he  points  ia 
this  dolorous  olitcry. 

Thirdly^  The  manner  in  which  he  utters  his  fad  complaint, 
and  t^at  was  with  a  remarkable  vehemcncy,  ^'  he  cried  with  a 
''  loud  voice,"  not  like  a  dying  man,  in  whom  nature  was  fpent, 
but  as  one  full  of  vigour,  life,  and  fenfe.  He  gathered  all  his 
Ypirits  together,  ftirred  up  the  whole  power  of  nature,  when 
he  made  this  grievous  outcry.  There  is  in  it  alfo  an  emphatic 
cal  reduplication^  which  (heWs  with  what  vehemency  it  was  ut- 
tered; not  fingly,  my  God,  but  be  doubles  it,  "My God,  my 
**  God,"  as  diilrcffed  perfoas  ufc  to  do.  So  Eliiha,  when 
Elijah  was  (eparated  from  him  by  the  chariots  and  horfes  of  fire, 
.cries  our,  "  My  father,  my  father." 

Nay,  moreover,  to  increafe  the  force  and  vehemency  of  this 
complaint,  here  is  an  afFcftionate  interrogation,  "  Why  haft 
V  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  Qucftions,  elpecially  fuch  as  this,  are 
fall  of  fpirits.  It  is  as  if  he  were  furprized  by  the  ftrangenefs 
of  this  affli Aion  :  and  roufmg  up  himfelf  with  an  unufual  vehe* 
roency,  turns  himfelf  to  the  Father,  and  cries,  Why  fo,  my 
Father  ?  O  what  doft  thou  mean  by  this  ?  What !  hide  that 
face  from  me  that  was  never  hid  before!  What!  and  hide  it 
from  me  now,  in  the  depthof  my  other  torments  and  troubles ! 
O  what  new,  what  ftrange  things  are  thefe !  LaOly,  here  is  an 
oblervable  variation  of  the  language  in  which  this  aftonifhing 
complaint  was  uttered  ;  for  he  I'peaks  both  Hebrew  arid  Syriac 
in  one  breath,  £//,  ^/i,  /awa,  ar<  all  Hebrew,  fahachthani  is  a 
Syriac  word,  uled  here  for  emphafis  fake.  Hence  we  ob- 
ferve. 

Doft.  That  God  in  defign  to  heighten  the  fufferings  ofChrifi 
to  the  uttermo/l,  forfook  him  in-  the  time  of  his  greatefl 
diftrefs;    to  the  unfpeakabie  affliSlim  and  anguijb  of  his  ^ 
fouL 

This  propofition  (hall  be  confidered  in  three  parts  :  The  de- 
firtion  itfelf ;  the  defign  or  end  of  it ;  the  effe^  and  influence  it 
had  on  Chrift. 

Firfl:^  The  defertion  itfelf.  Divine  defertion  generally  con- 
fidered, is  God*s  withdrawing  himlelf  from  any,  not  as  to  his 
eflence,  that  fills  heaven  and  earth,  and  coaftantly  remains  tho 
fame>  but  'tis  the  withdrawmenc  of  his  favour>  gracdj  and 


Iqvc;  when  tbefe  are  gune  Ggd  is  ftid  to  be  gQPC  Apd  this 
Is  done  two  ways,  ^i<her  abiolytcly,  99ci  \vholly,  or  rcfpe^iv^- 
ly,  and  pply  35  to  raaaifeftatiap.  It)  th^  fjrft  lenje,  devils  zx^ 
focf^keD  pf  Cod.  They  once  were  in  bis  favoqr  ^ad  Ipve,  bat 
they  have  utterly  and  finally  loA  it.  God  is  ib  \yiphd.rawn  frpoii 
tbcm,  a?  that  he  wiJl  aever  t4kc  them  intp  favQur  aqv  naore. 
In  the  oth^r  Ici^fe  he  roq:)ctimes  foriiikes  hi?  de^reft  cfulijpi:9, 
(i  e  J  he  rerpoYtjs  all  iwect  niauiftftations  of  bU  favpur  ^qcl  lov^i 
for  ^  tmcy  ^aJ  carries  it  to  them  ^?  a  flr4R§er,  thpvgh  ]^i$  Ipvft 
l^  flill  the  f  irpe. 

And  this  kind  gf  defVrtloq,  which  is  rcfpeftive,  temporary^ 
and  only  lo  regard  of  oj^oifcnation,  is  jyfVly  diftinguiibed  fron^ 
tjbe  various  ends  a.nd  defigns  pf  jt, /i^^o  prqj^ati/^iK^l,  ca^tiunaK 
caftigatoryt  ancj  penal,  Prqbatkml  defertions  ^re  pnly  for  thp 
prpoT  and  trial  of  grace.  C<iutknai  defertions  are  defigned  t^ 
prevent  fin.  Caftlgatory  defertions  are  Gpd's  rpds  lo  chaftilc 
his  people  for  fio.  Pmil  defertions  are  fucb  as  are  ip.9i<^ed  as 
the  ^iift  reward  of  Cn,  fpr  the  reparatioo  pf  that  wrong  finijers 
have  done  by  their  f)os.  Of  tbi?  fprt  was  Ch.rift's  defertipn.. 
A  part  of  the  curfe,  and  a  fpegiai  pg^^^  And  b\s  bearing  it  w^$ 
no  fmall  part  p^  the  repa.ratpn,  or  f^tisfa<^i9n  Ije  made  for  pur 

More  particularly,  tp  opea  the  nature  pf  this  defertioq  of 
Chrift  by  his  Father*  there  b^iog  OJUch  of  intricacy  and  difficul- 
ty in  it  J  I  (bail  proceed  i»  the  e^plica^on  of  it  negative ly^  ga4 
f{(fitively, 

firjl,  J^eqatively.  Wbeo  Chrift  eric?  out  pf  God's  forfakipg 
bim,  he  dotn  not  mean,  that  be  \\^^iiJ[olved  the  pfrfonal  unign 
of , the  two  nature?.  J^ot  as  if  the  rpafriagc-knpt  which  united 
our  n^it^re  tp  ibc  perfpp  of  Chrift  was  Ippled,  or  a  divorce  fpade 
betwixt  them  :  No,  for  when  he  was  forfaken  of  God,  he  was 
ftiil  true  and  real  Cod-^rnan  in  one  perfon. 

Secondly f  Wfee^  ChrjA  bfiwils  tb^  Father's  fpr^iog  hkn, 
be  dptb  not  mean,  that  he  pulled  a%ifa.y  the  prop  of  diving  fv^pport 
from  biiO>  by  which  he  had  till  then  endured  the  tprt^res  and 
fufFerJngs  that  opprefTed  him  :  no,  though  the  Father  deierted, 
yet  he  ftill  fupported  him.  And  fo  much  is  intimated  in  thefe 
wprds  of  Chrift,  Ell,  Sfif  >^hicb  i5gai5ejs  ^ly  ftrojis  One,  my 
ilrpqg  One.  Gpd  was  with  biai  by  way  of  ftpport,  >ybeg 
withdrawn  as  to  manifeflatlons  of  love  and  favour.  In  rejpeft 
of  God's  fiippgrtjog  prefeqce  w^ich  was  with  Cbri/}  at  this  tjipe, 
't}§  faid,  Ifa.  xjii.  I.  **  feebpld  ipy  ftrvaut,  whpm  I  ^^pbold ;" 
ajid  John  j^vj.  3^.  '*  I  j^m  xjpt  ^Ipne^  but  n?y  faU)er  ij  vHh 
'*  iS^:*    §,0  ;bifl^  tbi$  Qan^ot  1^^  t]i^  «Ae^«iAg  of  U- 
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Ihirdfy,  Macblefs  is  it  his  meaning,  that  God  had  kft  hm^ 
di  to  inherent  grace  and  Jan^^ation :  recalling  that  fpirit  of 
balinels  which  had  anointed  him  above  his  fellows:  no,  no; 
when  he  was  forfaken,  he  remained  as  holy  as  ever:  he  had 
indeed  ie6  comfort,  but  not  lefs  holinefs  than  before.  Such  a 
defer ttoa  had  irritated  and  made  toid  the  very  edd  of  his  death. 
And  his  (acrifice  could  never  have  yielded  fuch  a  fragrant  odour 
to  God  as  it  did,  Eph.  v.  2. 

Fourthly^  The  love  of  God  was  not  fo  withdrawn  from  Chrift, 
as  that  the  Father  had  now  no  love  for  him^  nor  delight  in  him* 
That  is  impoffible;  he  can  no  more  ceaie  to  love  Chrifi,  than 
to  love  bimielf.  His  love  Was  not  turned  into  wrath  ;  though 
bis  wrath  only  w^s  now  manifefted  to  him  as  our  furety  ;  and^ 
bid  his  love  from  him,  as  his  beloved  Son. 

Fifthly,  Nor  was  Chrift/<?/ya*M  by  his  Father  finally,  upod 
what  account  ibevcr  it  was  that  he  was  forfaken :  no,  it  was 
but  for  a  few  hours  that  the  dark  cloud  dwelt  upon  his  (bul ;  it 
fixKi  paflfed  away,  and  the  bright  and  glorious  face  of  God  fhoa<$ 
forth  again  as  bright  as  ever,  Pfal  xxii.  i,  24.  compared. 

Sixthly,  and  laftly.  It  was  not  a  mutual  defertion,  or  a  de- 
iertion  on  both  parts ;  the  Father  foribok  him,  but  he  forfook 
sot  his  Father.  When  God  withdrew,  he  followed  him,  cry^ 
ing,  "My  God,  my  God.*' 

Yet  to  fpeak  pofitively  of  it ;  though  it  did  not  diflbfve  th^ 
pergonal  union,  nor  cut  off  divine  lappdrts,  nor  remove  bis  in^ 
facrent  grace,  cor  turn  his  Fath^r*s  love  into  hatred,  nor  con- 
tinue for  ever,  nor  yet  was  it  on  both  par t5,  ChriH's  foHaklog 
Cod^,  as  well  as  God  forfaking  Chrift  t  yet  I  fay  it  was, 

Firjlt  A  very  fad  defertion,  the  like  unto  which  in  all  tt' 
fpe£is  never  was  experienced  by  any,  nor  can  be  to  the  end  of" 
the  world.  All  his  other  things  were  but  fmall  things  to  this  t 
they  bore  upon  his  body,  this  upon  his  foul;  they  came  from 
the  hands  of  vile  men,  this  from  the  hands  of  a  dear  Father* 
He  fuifered  both  in  body  and  foul;  but  the  fofferings  of  his 
foul  Were  the  very  foul  of  his  fuffcrings.  Under  all  his  other 
fnf&ridgs  he  opened  not  his  mouth  ;  but  this  touched  the  quicks 
that  he  could  not  but  cry  out,  **  My  God,  ifty  God,  why  haft 
««  thou  forfaken  me  ?" 

Secondly,  As  it  was  fad,  fo  it  tuasa  penal  defertion,  infliAed 
on  him  for  fatisfa<^ion  for  thofe  fins  dF  ours,  which  deferved 
that  God  (hould  forfake  us  for  ever,  as  the  dainned  are  forfakert 
by  him.  So  that  this  cry  (as  one  obfenres)  was  like  the  perpe- 
tual Jbriek  of  them  that  are  caft  away  for  ever :  this  was  that 
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hell,  and  the  torments  of  it,  which  Chrift,  our  fnrcty,  kufficred 
lor  us.  For  look,  as  there  lies  a  twofold  mtiery  upon  the  dam- 
Ded/in  hell,  viz.  pain  of  fenfe^  2iiif\  pain  cf  iofs ;  fo  upon  Chrift 
anfwerably  there  ivas  not  only  an  imprejffion  of  wrath^  but  aifo  a 
fubtra^ion  or  withdrawment  of  all  fenfible  faveur  and  lovf. 
Hence  it  is  laid  by  himfelf,  John  xii.  27.  And  now  my  fool» 
rdtipMTttt^  is  troubled.  The  word  Agoifies,  troubled  as  they 
that  are  in  hell  are  troubled.  Though  God  did  not  leave  his 
foal  m  hell,  as  others  are,  be  having  enough  to  pay  the  debt 
which  they  have  not,  yet  in  the  torments  thereof,  at  this  timer 
be  was;  yea,  in  fuffcrings  at  this  time  in  his  foul,  equivalent  to 
all  that,  which  our  fouls  (hould  have  fuffered  there  to  all  eter- 
nity. 

Thirdly,  It  'mas  a  defertion  that  was  real,  and  noiJiMtious  •. 
He  doth  not  perlbnate  a  deferted  ioul,  and  fpeak  as  if  God  had 
withdrawn  the  comfortable  ieufe  and  inBuence  of  his  love  front 
hip ;  but  the  thing  was  ib  indeed.  The  Godhead  rcftrained 
and  kept  back,  for  tbis  time,  all  its  joys,  comforts,  and  feiifc 
of  love  from  the  manhood,  yielding  it  nothing  but  fupport* 
This  bitter  doleful  outcry  of  Chrill  gives  evidence  enough  of 
the  reality  af  it :  he  did  not  feign,  but  feel  the  bnrdenfomeners 
©fit. 

Fourthly,  7%is  defertion  fell  out  in  the  time  of  Chrift^ s  greatejl 
need  of  comfort  that  ever  he  had  in  all  the  time  of  his  life  en  earth. 
His  father  fprfook  him  at  that  time,  when  all  earthly  comforts 
had  forfaken  him,  and  all  outward  evils  had  broken  in  together 
upon  him ;  when  men,  yea,  the  beft  of  men  ftood  afar  off, 
and  none  but  barbarous  enemies  were  about  him.  When  pains 
and  (bame,  and  all  miferieseven  weighed  him  dowa:  theo^even 
then,  to  compleat  and  fill  up  his  fufferings,  God  (lands  afar  ofi' 
too. 

Fifthly,  and  lafify,  ft  was  fuch  a  defertion  as  left  him  only  to 
fhefiipports  of  his  faith.  He  had  nothing  clfe  now  but  his  Fa- 
ther's covenant  and  promife  to  hang  upon.  And  indeed,  as  a  ju- 
dicious t  author  pertintfntly  obferves,  the  faith  of  CbtifV  did  fe- 
Teral  ways  aA  and  manifeil  ttfelf,  in  thefe  very  words  of  com* 
plaint  in  the  text. 

For  though  all  comfortable  fights  of  God,  and  fenfe  of  love 

*  It  is  not  in  a  fifHtious  and  theatrical  manner,  that  he  laments 
his  being  deferted  of  the  Father;  and  what  foinc  maintain,  that  h« 
fpoke  thus,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  vulgar,  is  a  foolilh  cavii 
falviu,  , 

f  Mr«  Cafe's  Gorre^on,  inikadtion^  p.  51^  52* 
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were  obftrnftcd,  yet  yon  fee  hj»  foul  ckaves  JiiueiaHy  to  God /or 
ail  that :  My  God,  8cc  Though  fenfe  and  tccliag  ipcak  as  well 
a&  faith,  ytl faith/peaksfirfi.  My  God,  befpre  lenle  fpeaksa  word 
4){his  forifaidag.  His  faith  prtveated  the  complaint  of  fenfe; 
«nd  tho*  leoie  comes  io  afterwards  with  a  word  of  coaiplaint,  yet 
here  arc  two  words  of  Faith  to  one  oi  Scnfc :  it  is,  •*  My  God^ 
*'  my  God,"  and  but  one  word  of  forfaking.  As  his  faith  fpake 
£rft,  fo  it  fpake  twice,  whea  ienfe  and  feeling  fpake  but  OHce  : 
yea,  and  as  faith  fpake  firik,  and  twice  as  much  as  fenfe^  fo  it 
fpake  more  confidently  than  fenfe  did.  He  lays  a  confident  claim 
to  God  as  his  God  ;  *•  My  God,  my  God,"  and  only  queries  a- 
boot  his  forfaking  of  him,  *'  Why  haft  thou  foriaken  me  ?"  This 
as  fpoken  more  dubiouOy,  the  former  more  confidently. 

To  be  fliorr,  hi«  faith  laid  hold  on  God,  under  a  moA  fuit* 
able  title,  or  attribute,  £/i,  Eii,  **  my  ftrong  One,  niy  ftrong 
/•  One."  f.  d,  O  ihoa,  with  whom  is  infinite  and  everlalHng 
Arength ;  thou  that  haft  hitherto  fupporred  my  manhood,  and 
according  to  thypromife  upheld  thy  iervant ;  whati  wilt  thou 
now  fbrfake  me?  My  ftrong  One,  I  lean  upon  thoe.  To  thefe 
fupports  and  refuges  of  faith  thi^  defertion  ftiut  up  Chrift  :  By 
tbeiie  things  he  fiood,  when  all  other  vifible  and  ilafible  com^ 
forts  (hrunk  away,  both  from  his  .foul  and  body.  This  is  the 
:<rue,  though  brief  account  of  the  nature  and  quality  of  Chrift's 
4lefertion. 

Steondfy,  In  the  next  place,  let  us  confider  the  dcfigns  and 
«nds  of  it ;  which  were  principally /z/ii/af^ion  ^xiifanEiificatioii: 
SatisfaAjon  for  thofe  fins  of  ours  which  deferved  ^hat  we  {hould 
be  totally  and  everlaftingly  forfakeo  of  God.  This  is  the  defert 
of  every  fin,  and  the  damned  do  feel  it,  and  (hall  to  all  eternity : 
God  is  gone  from  them  for  ever,  not  eflentially ;  the  juft  God 
is  with  them  QtU,  the  God  of  power  is  ftill  with  them,  the 
:aven(^gig<^od  is  ever  with  them;  but  the  merciful  God  isgone^ 
and  gone  for  ever«  And  thus  woald  he  have  withdrawn  him- 
^  lelf  from  every  foul  that  finned,  had  not  Chrift  borne  that  punifti* 
fficnt  for  us  tn  tm  own  foul :  If  he  had  not  cried,  <*  My  God, 
**  m^  God,  why  baft  thou  forfake^n  me?"  wemuft  have  howled 
jout  this  Udeous  complaint  in  the  loweft  hell  forever,  O  righteous 
God!  O  dreadful  I  O  terrible  God !  thou  haft  for  ever  forfaken 

And  as  fatisfaflion  was  defigned  in  this  defertion  of  Chrift,  fo 
alfo  was  the  fan^ification  of  all  the  defertions^  of  the  faints  defign* 
<id  in  it.  For  be  having  been  forfaken  before  us,  and  for  us,  whcd- 
icver  God  foriakes  us,  that  very  forfaking  of  his  is  fandified,  suul 

K  k  k  z 


444  7^  Fcmnfain  rf  L^.         S|:ftM.  XXSIIl. 

thereby  tnroed  into  a  mercy  to  believers.  Hence  are  aU  the 
}>recious  fruits  and  eSc£ti  of  our  defertions  :  fiich  are  the  eameft 
excitations  of  the  (bul  to  prayer,  Pial.  Ixxvii.  2.  PfaL  IxxxvilL 
i»  9.  The  antidoting  the  tempted  foul  agaxnft  fin.  1  he  re> 
viviog  of  ancient  experiences,  Pial.  Ixxvti.  5.  £nbanciag  the 
value  of  the  divine  preitnce  with  the  foal,  and  teaching  it  to 
hold  Chrift  fafter  than  ever  before,  Cant»  iii.  i,  Z9  3i  4»  5- 
Thefe,  and  many  more,  are  the  precious  eit&s  of  iandtified 
tlcfertion ;  but  how  many,  or  how  good  foever  theie  effeds  are. 
they  all  owe  themlelves  to  Jefqs  ChriA>  as  the  author  of  them ; 
who,  for  our  fakes,  would  pafs  through  this  fad  ^nd  dark  ftare, 
that  we  might  find  thofe  blefTings  in  it.  So  then,  tb^  Godheailli 
fufpendiog  of  all  the  efft&s  of  joy  and  comfort  from^  humanity 
of  Chrift  at  this  time,  which  had  not  ceafed  to  flow:  into  it,  ii^ 
^  ineffable  meafure  and  manner,  till  now,  muft.  needs  be,  both 
^  fpecial  part  of  Chrift's  fatisfa^ion  for  us,  and,  confequently, 
that  which  makes  ail  our  temporary  defertions  nther  mercies, 
$ind  bleffings,  than  curfes  to  us. 

Thirdly,  Let  us,  in  the  next  place,  coofider  the  efFe&s  an(( 
influence  this  defer ti^n  had  upon  the  fpirit  of  Chrift. 

And.  though  it  did  not  dri\re  him  to  defpair,  as  the  Papifla 
falfly  charge  Mr,  Calvin  to  have  affirmed ;  yet  it  even  amazed 
hira,  and  almoft  fwallowed  iip  his  foul  in  the  deeps  of  trouble 
and  confteroation.  This  cry  is  ^  ay  from  the  deeps,  from  ^ 
foul  oppreiTed  even  to  death.  Never  Was  the  Lord  Jefus  ibput 
to  it  before  :  it  is  a  moft  sftoni(bing  outcry. 

Let  but  five  particulars  be  weighed,  and  yoq  will  fay ,« never 
was  there  any  darknefsUke  this^  no  forrow  like  Clirift's  furrow, 
in  his  deferiedftate:  For, 

Fir^t  Apprehend,  reader,  this  was  a  new  thing  to  Chrift,  and 
that  which  he  never  was  acquainted  With  before,  From  all  eter- 
nity, until  now,  there  had  been  conft^nt  and  wonderftil  ontleis. 
of  love,  delight/and  joy,  from  the  bolbm  of  the  Father,  into  hss 
boibm. .  He  never  milled  his  Father  before  :  never  iaw  a  frown, 
or  a  vail,  upon  that  bleffed  face  bcfcire.  This  made  it  an  heavy 
burden  indeed,  the  words  are  words  of  admiration  and  aftoniih- 
inent;  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  niiei"  thoi^ 
that  never  didft  fo  before^  haft  for&ken  me  now« 

Secondly,  As  it  was  a  new  thing  to  Chrift,  and  therefore  the 
more  amazing,  fo  it  was  a  great  thing  to  Chrift ;  fo  great,  thai 
he  icarc;e  koew  how  to  fqpport  ir..  Had  it  not  been  a  great  trial 
indeed,  fo  great  a  fpirit  as  Chrift's  was,  would  never  have 
fo  drooped  under  it,  and  made  (b  fad  a  complaint  of  it..  1% 
^as  fo  iharp^  fo  heavy  an  a^i^ion  to  hi§  foul^  tbftt  It  quifc4 
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htm,  who  was  meek  ooder  all  other  iuflertngs  as  a  hiiib,  to  roar 
tiader  ibis  like^a  Hod  :  tor  lb  much  thole  words  of  Chrtft  figntfy, 
Plal.  XKii.  I.  *•  My  God,  my  God,  why  hatt  thou  forfakeo  me  ? 
^*  Why  at  t  thou  io  far  from  the  voice  of  my  roaring  V  It  comes 
fram  a  root,  that  fignifics  '*  to  howl,  or  roar  as  a  lioa  :  and  ra« 
**  tber  ij^ifies  the  oo^  made  by  a  wild  beail,  than  the  voice  of 
♦♦  a  man  ♦.'* 

And  it  b  as  much  as  if  ChriA  had  laid,  O  my  God^  no  words  ' 
cao  exprefs  my  anguifli:  i  will  not  fpeak,  but  roar,  howl  out 
my  coBipiaifit ;  pour  it  out  in  volltes  of  groans  :  i  roar  as  a  lion. 
It  is  DO  Imali  matter  will  make  that  majeilic  creature  to  roar  ; 
^od,  Aire,  fo  great  a  fpirit  as  ChriA's  W(>uld  not  have  loared  un- 
der a  flight  burden. 

Thirdly^  Aa  it  was  a  great  burden  to  Chrift,  (b  it  was  a  burden 
laid  on  io  the  time  of  his  gteateft  diftreis.  When  his  body  was 
in  tortures,  and  all  about  him  w&s  black .  difinal,  and  full  of  hor- 
ror and  darknefs.  He  fell  into  this  defertion  at  a  time  when  he 
pever  had  the  like  need  of  divine  fupporrs  and  comforts,  and  that 
aggravated  it. 

Fourthly t  It  was  a  burden  that  lay  upon  iiim  Iong»  even  from 
the  time  his  I'oul  began  to  be  ibrrowful,  and  lore  amazed,  in  the 
gaiden,  till  his  vciy  death.  If  you  were  but  to  hold  your  frn- 
^  ger  in  the  fire  for  two  minutes,  you  would  not  be  able  to  bear 
it.  But  what  is  the  finger  or  a  man  to  the  foul  of  Chrift  ?  Or 
what  is  material  lire  to  the  wrath  ot  the  great  God  * 

Fifthly^  So  heavy  was  this  prcrlFure  upon  Chrift's  foul,  that 
JO  aU  probability,  it  haftncd  his  death  ;  tor  it  was  not  uiual  for 
crucified  perfons  to  expire  fo  loon  ;  and  thoie  that  were  cruet- 
fied  with  him,  were  both  alive  after  Chrld  was  gone.  Some 
have  hanged  more  than  a  day  and  a  night,  fome  two  full  days 
and'nights,  in  thofe  torments,  alive  ;.but  never  did  any  feel  in* 
wardJy  what  ChrlA  felt.  He  bare  it  till  the  Diath  hour,  and 
then  makes  a  fearful  outcry,  and  dies.     The  ufes  foUow. 

Inference  1 .  Did  God  forfake  ChriA  upon  the  crofs,  as  a  pn- 
ntfhmeot  to  him  for  bur  fins  ?  Then  it  follows.  That  as  often 
as  we  havejinned,  fo  oft  have  we  deferved  to  beforfaken  of  God. 
This  is  the  juf>  recomptnie  and  demerit  of  fin.  And,  indeed, 
here  lies  the  principal  6vil  of  fin,  that  it  feparates  betwixt  God 
and  the  foul.  This  feparation  is  both'  the  moral  evil  that  is  in 
It,  and  the  penal  evil  iofii^ed  by  the  righteous  God  for  it.  By 
lin  we  depart  from  God,  and,  as  a  due  punifhmcnt  of  it,  God| 

*  Id  quod  rugitum  vocaty  non  hUrnanam^  fed  Uontnam  v^cem 
^figniftcat,     Bucer.  in  loc.  ^ 
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departs  from  us.  This  will  be  the  difmal  fentence  in  the  laft 
day.  Mat.  xxv.  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfed  "  Thcoccforth 
there  will  be  a  gnlph  fixed  betwixt  God  and  them,  Luke  xix. 
20.  No  more  friendly  interconries  with  the  blefled  God  for 
ever.  The  eternal  (hriek  of  the  damned  is,  fVo  and  alas,  God 
hath  for fiken  us  for  evermore.  Ten  thoufand  woj^ldscan  nowife 
recompenie  the  lo(s  of  one  God.  Beware  (inners^  how  yoa  iay  ^ 
to  God  now.  Depart  from  us,  nve  defire  not  the  knowledge  ^  thy 
ways,  left  he  fay,  Depart  from  me,  yon  (hall  never  Ice  my  face. 

Inference  1.  Did  Chrift  never  make  inch  a  fad  complaint 
and  outcry,  till  God  hid  his  face  from  him  ?  Then  the  hiding 
of  Gods  face  is  certainly  the  greatefl  mifery  that  cdnpofjihly  hefal 
a  gracious  foul  in  this  world.  When  they  fcourged,  bniibtedy 
and  fmote  Chrift,  yea,  when  they  nailed  him  to  the  tree,  he 
opened  not  his  mouth  ;  bnt,  when  his  leather  hid  his  face  from 
him,  then  he  cried  out ;  yea,  his  voice  was  the  voice  of  roaring : 
this  was  more  to  him  than  a  thoufand  crucifyings.  And,  farely, 
^  as  it  was  to  Chrift,  (o  it  is  to  all  gracious  fouh,  the  faddeft  ftroke, 
the  heavieft  burden  that  ever  they  felt.  When  David  forbad 
Abfalom  to  come  td  Jerafalem,  to  fee  his  father,  he  complains 
in  2  Sam.  xiv.  32.  «*  Wherefore,  (faith  he),  am  I  come  from 
*•  Gefhur,  if  i  may  not  fee  the  king's  face^"  So  doth  the' 
gracious  foul  bemoan  itfelf ;  Wherefore  am  I  redeemed,  <;alkd^ 
and  reconciled,  if  I  may  not  fee  the  face  of  my  God  ? 

It  it  is  faid  of  Tnlly,  when  he  was  baniftied  from  Italy,  and 
of  Demofthenes,  when  he  was  banifhed  from  Athens,  that  they 
wept  every  time  they  looked  towards  their  own  country  :  and. 
Is  it  ftrange  that  a  poor  deferted  believer  (hould  mourn  every 
time  he  looks  heaven-ward  ?  Say,  Chriftian,  did  the  tears  ne- 
ver trickle  down  thy  cheeks,  when  thou,  lookeft  towards  hea 
ven,  and  couldft  not  fee  the  face  of  thy  God,  as  at  other  times  ? 
If  two  dear  friends  cannot  part,  though  it  lie  but  for  a  icafbn, 
but  that  partins;  mnft  he  in  a  (howef  ;  blame  not  the  faints,  if 
they  figh  and  mourn  bitterly  when  the  Lord,  who  is  the  life  of 
.  their  life,  depart,  though  but  for  a  feafon,  from  them  ;  for  if 
God  depart,  their  fweeteft  enjoyment  on  earth,  the  very  crown 
of  all  their  comforts  is  gone,  and  what  will  a  king  take  in  ex- 
change for  his  crown  ?  What  can  recompenfe  a  faint  for  the  lofe 
of  his  God  •  Indeed,  if  they  had  never  feen  the  Lord,  or  tafted 
the  incomparable  fwectnefs  of  his  prefcnce,  it  were  another  mat- 
ter ;  but  the  darknefs  which  follows  the  fweeteft  light  of  his 
countenance,  is  double  darknefs. 

And  that  which  doth  not  a  little  increafe  the  horror  of  riiis 
darkaefs  is^  that  wh^n  their  fools  are  thus  benighted^  aod  the 
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fuQ  of  their  comfort  is  fct ;  then  doth  Sataa,  like  the  w3d  beads 
of  the  ddart,  creep  out  of  his  den,  aad  roars  ^poo  them  with 
hideous  temptations.  Surely  tl^is  is  a  fad  Ilate»  and  deierves 
tender  pity  i  Pity  is  a  due  debt  to  t^e  dtdreffed,  and  the  world 
(hews  not  a  greater  didreis  than  this.  If  ever  you  have  been  in 
troubles  of  this  kindyouifelves,  you  will  never  flight  others  in 
the  fame  ca(e  :  nay,  one  end  of  God's  exercifing  you  with  trou- 
bles of  this  nature,  is  to  teach  you  compafTion  towards  others 
in  the  fame  cafe.  Do  they  not  cry  .to  you,  as  Job  xix.  2 1 . 
•*  Have  pity,  have  pity  upon  'me,  O  ye  my  friends,  for  the 
"  hand  of  God  hath  touched  me."  Praw  forth  bowels,  pf 
mercy  and  tender  compafBon  to  them ;  for,  cither  you  have 
been,  or  are,  or  may  be  in  the  fame  cafe  yourfclves :  however, 
if  men  do  not,  tp  be  fure  Chrid,  that  bath  felt  it  before  them, 
apd  for  theD:^  will  pity  them. 

Inference  3,  Did  God  regUy  forfake  Jefus  Chrift  upon  the 
crofs  ?  Then  from  the  defertion  of  Chrifi's^  Jingular  confolation 
fprings  up  to  the  people  of  God  i  yea^  manifold  confolation  x  Prin- 
cipaUy  it  is  a  fupport  in  thefe  two  refpeAs,  as  it  is  preventive 
of  your  fiual  defertion  and  a  comfortable  pattern  to  you  in  your 
prcfcnt  fad  defer tions. 

Firji^  Chrift'fi  defertion  is  preventive  of  your  final  defertion : 
becaufe  he  was  forfakcn  for  a  time,  you  (hail  not  be  forfaken 
for  ever :  for,  he  was  forfaken  for  you  :  and  God*s  forfaking 
him,  though  but  for  a  few  hours,  is  equivalent  to  his  forfaking 
you  for  ever.  It  is  every  way  as  much  for  the  dear  Son  of 
God,  the  darling  delight  of  his  foul,  to  be  forfaken  of  God  for 
a  time ;  as  if  fuch  a  poor  inconfidcrable  thing  as  thou  art,  Uiould 
be  caft  off  to  eternity.  Now  this  being  equivalent,  and  borne 
in  thy  room,  muft  needs  give  thee  the  higheft  fecurity  in  the 
world,  that  God  wiJl  never  finally  withdraw  from  thee :  had 
he  intended  to  have  done  fo,  Chrift  had  never  made  fuch  a  fad 
outcry  as  you  hear  this  day,  "  ,My  God,  my  God,  why  baft 
**  thou  forfaken  me  ?" 

Secondly,  Moreover,  this  fad  defertion  of  Chrift  becomes  a 
comfortable  pattern  to  poor  defer  ted  fouls  in  divers  refpefts : 
and  the  proper  bufinels  of  fuch  fouls,  at  fuch  times,  is  to  eye 
it  bclievingly,  in  thefe  fix  refpefts. 

Fir(ij  Thouglj  God  defer  ted  Chrift,  yet  at  the  fame  time  h^ 
powerfully  fupported  him :  his  omnipotent  arms  were  under 
him,  though  his  pleafed  face  was  hid  from  him  :-  be  had  not  iu-» 
deed  his  imiles,  but  he  had  his  fupports  So,  Chrlftian,  juft 
to  fhall  it  be  with  thee  :.  thy  God  may  turn  away  his  face,  but 
he  will  not  pluck  away  bis  arm.    When  one  a(ked  holy  Mr. 
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Baioes  how  ihc  cafe  flood  with  bis  foul,  he  anfwcred  ;  fupporU 
Ihave»  tho*  fuaviiies  I  want •  Our  father,  in  this^  deals  with 
U8»  as  we  ourlelves  fometiines  do  with  a  child  that  is  flubbora 
aodi  rebellious.  We  turn  him  out  of  doors,  and  bid  him  be 
gone  out  of  our  fjght;  and  there  he  fighs  and  weeps;  but, 
however,  for  the  humbling  of  him,  we  will  not  prefcntly  take 
him  into  houfe  and  favour  ;  yet  we  order,  at  leaft,  permit  the 
fervants  to  carry  him  m«at  and  drink.  Here  his  fatherly  care, 
and  fupport,  though  no  former  fmiles,  or  manifefted  delights. 

Secondly^  Though  God  dcferted  Chrift,  yet  he  deferte^d  not 
God :  hii  father  forfook  him,  but  he  could  not  forfake  his  fa- 
ther, but  followed  him  wirh  this  cry,  **  My  God,  my  God, 
••  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?**  ' 

And  is  it  not  even  fo  with  you  ?  God  goes  ofF  from  your  fools, 
but  you  cannot  go  off  from  him.  No,  your  hearts  are  mourn- 
ing after  the  Lord,  feeking  him  carefully  with  tears :  complain- 
ing of  his  abfcnce,  as  the  greateft  evil  in  this  world.  -This  is 
Cbrift-like :  fo  it  was  with  thefpoufe.  Cant.  iii.  i,  z.  Her  be- 
loved had  withdrawn  hin^fclf,  and  was  gone  ;  but  was  (he  con- 
tent to  part  with  him  fo  ?  No  fuch  thing.  *'  By  night,  on  my 
**  bed,  I  fought  him  whom  my  foulloveth  ;  I  fought  him,  but 
•*  I  found  him  not :  I  will  arife  now,  and  go  abotit  thecity,'*  (be, 

Thirdly^  Though  God  forfook  Chrift,  yet  he  returned  to  him 
again.  It  was  but  for  a  time,  not  for  ever.  In  thisalfo  doth 
his  dt'fertion  parallel  yours.  God  may,  for  fcveral  wife  and  ho- 
ly reafons,  hide  his  face  from  you,  but  not  foas  it  is  bid  froni 
.  the  damned,  who  fhall  never  fee  it  again.  This  cloud  will  paft 
away  ;  this  night  (hall  have  a  bright  morning :  '*  For  (fairh  thy 
•*  G(xl)  I  wiil  not  contend  for  ever,  neither  will  J  be  always 
•*  wroth  ;  for  the  fpirit  (hall  fail  before  me,  and  the  fouls  which 
•*  1  have  made.'*  As  if  he  (hould  fay,  Lmay  contend  with  him 
for  a  time,  to  humble  him,  but  not  for  ever,  left,  inftead  of  a 
lad  child,  I  (houki  have  a  dead  child.  Oh  the  tehdernefs  evea 
of  a  difpleafed  father  ! 

'  Fourthly,  Though  God  forfix)k  Chrift,  yet,  at  that  time^  he 
could  juftify  God.  So  you  read,  Pfal.  xxii.  2,  ^.  **  O  my  God 
•'  (faith  he)  I  cry  in  thi  day-time,  but  thou  heareft  not ;  and  in 
**  the  night-feafon,  and  am  not  filent :  but  thou  art  holy."  Is 
Bot  thy  fpirit,  according  to  the  roeafure,  framed  like  Chrift's  in 
tfhis;  canft  thou  not  fay,  even  when  he  writes  bitter  thinps  a - 
gain  ft  thee,  he  is  a  holy,  faithful,  and  gopd  God  for  all  this  ?  I 
am  deferted  biit  not  wronc^ed.  There  is  not  one  drop  of  inju- 
ftice  In  all  the  fea  of  my  forrows.  Though  he  condemn  me,  t 
muft^  and  will  juftify  him  \  this  alfo  is  Cmift-like. 
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fifthly.  Thbugfi  God  took  from  Chrift  all  vifiMe  and  fenfij. 
(le  coMdtti,  ms^ard  as'  Wdl  as  od^Ward ;  yet  Chrifl  rubfiHed, 
by  fairh,  \h  the  abfeacd  of  them  all :  his  deiertiofi  put  him  upod 
the  aftrng  of  his  fhith.  M);  God,  my  Cod,  are  wwds  of  faith  ; 
fte  words  of  one  that  wholly  depends  upon  his  God  :  and  is  it 
i6t  fo  v^ithr  yoir  too  ?  S^nli  of  lovd  is  gone,  fwcct  fights  oF 
Oodffaut  op  in  a*  dati'k  dond;  well,  what  then  f  mud:  thy 
fai^nds  pretentfy  hang  down',  and  thy  (bul  give  up*  all  its  hopes  f 
Hffhatl  is  there  no  forth  to* relieve  in  this  cafe?  Ves,  yes,  and 
bleflcdbe  God  for  faith.  **\Vho  is.  among  yod  that  feareth 
*'*  the  Lord,  and  ob^yeth  flie  vditt  of  his  fcrvants,  ^hat  VkfaTK- 
'*  eth  In  darknefir,  and  Hath  do  light ;  Tet  hitn  tru(Y  in  the  name 
'*  of  the  Lord,  aiid  ftay  hitofelf  upon  his  God,"  Ifa.  L  id.  To 
tbndude, 

Sixthfy,  Chriff  wjrt  dderted,  af  Ihilc  before  the  glorious 
tRotmiag  of  light  and  joy  dawned*  upon  him.  It  was"^  a  little,  t 
vcty  litric  while,  after  this  fad  C17,  beforp  he  triumphed  glon- 
fkrfiy  ;  and  fa  it  may  be  "With  you  :  heavlnefs  may  eiidure  for 
a  night,  but  joy  and  gladnefs  will  come  iti  the  morning.  Voa 
(now  how  Ml*.  Glbrer  Was  tranfported  ^nh  joy,  and  aied  out, 
as  a' nran  in  a  rapture^,  O  AudlA  !  hefiscome,  he'iscoihe,  h6 
U  comey  meaning  the  comfortef.  Who  for  fome  time  had  beta 
aWe;nt'ff6m  his  foul'. 

But,  I  feaf  r  ^m  abfolutely  and  finally  foffaken. 

Why  fo  ?  Db  you  find  the  chara^ers  of  fuch  i  difcrtioo*  np- 
oii  yonr  foul  ?  Be  righteous  jndges,  and  tell  me,  whether  you 
find  an  heart  wilfing  to  forfake  God  ?  Is  it  ihdirferent  to  you 
whether  God  ever  return  a^ain  of  no  ?  Are  there  no  mpurii- 
togs,  mfeltings;  ot  thirftings  after  the  Lord  ?  Indeed,  if  you  for- 
fake him,  he  will  cart  you  off  for  ev6r ;  but  can  you  do  fo  ? 
Oh,  n6,  let  him  db  what  he  will,  I  am'  rjcfplveJ  to  v^alt  for  hlm^ 
deWe^td  him,  mourn  af tei*  hirt,  though  I  have  no  prefeht  com- 
foft  frbttt  him,  no  aflurattce  of  mj^  intercft*  id  hirh  ;  yet  will  I 
not  exchange  my  poor  weak  hopes  for  all  the  good  in  this  worlc^. 

A^aih,  you  fay  God  hath  forfaken  you,  but  hath  he  kt  loofe 
the  bHdte  i^oteyou  f  To  allude  to  Job  xxx.  1 1.  Hath  he  talc- 
en  away  from  your  (buls  all  confcientibus' te'udernefs  of.fin^ 
fo  that  now  you  can  fin  freely,  and  without  any  regret  ?  If  fo, 
it  is  a  fad  token  indeed :  tell  me  foul,  if  thoii,  indeed,  jiidgell 
(jbd  will  never  return  in  lotrin^-kindnefs  to  thee  any  more;  why 
dblt*  thon  n6t  then  give  thyfelf  over  to  the  plcafurcs  af  fin,  aiid 
fdtch  thy  comforts  that  way,  from  the  creature,  fince  thou  canft 
tfave  no  comfdrrfrotii  thy  God?  Oh,  no,  t  (fannot  dc^to  j  4l  die 
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in  darknefs  and  forrow,  I  will  never  do  fo :  my  foul  is  as  full  of 
fear  aod  hatred  of  fin  as  ever,  though  empty  of  joy  and  comfort. 
Sorely,  thtfe  are  no  tokens  of  a  foul  finally  abandoned  by  its  God. 

Inference  4.  Did  God  forfake  his  own  Son  upon  the  crofs  ? 
Then  the  dear  eft  cf  Cod's  people  may,  for  a  time^  be  forjaken  of 
their  God.  Think  it  not  ftrange,  when  you,  that  are  the  children 
of  light,  meet  with  darknefs,  yea,  and  walk  in  it ;  neither  charge 
God  fooiifhly;  nor  fay  he  deals  hardly  with  you.  You  fee 
what  befcl  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  his  foul  delighted  in  :  It  is 
doubtlefs  your  concernment  to  expeft  and  prepare  for  days  of 
darknefs.  You  have  heard  the  doleful  cry  of  Chrift,  "  My  God, 
•*  my  God,  why  haft  thou  foriaken  me  ?**  You  know  how  it  was 
with  Job,  David,  Heman,  Afaph,  and  many  others,  the  dear 
lervants  of  God,  what  heart-melting  lamentations  they  have 
made  upon  this  account ;  and  are  you  better  than  they  ?.  Oh, 
prepare  for  fpiritual  troubles ;  I  am  fure  you  do  enough  every 
day  to  involve  you  in  darknefs.  Now,  if  at  any  time  this  trial 
befal  you,  mind  thefe  two  ieafonable  admonitions,  and  lay  them 
up  for  fuch  a  time. 

Admonition  i.  FirR,  Exercife  the  faith  qf  adherence ,  when       "| 
you  have  toft  the  faith  of  evidence.     When  God  takes  away 
that,  he  leaves  this :  that  is  neceflary  to  the  comfort,  this  to 
the  life  of  his  people*     It  is  (weet  to  live  in  views  of  your  inte-         \ 
reft,  but  if  they  be  gone,   believe  and  rely  on  God  for  an  inte-        ! 
reft.     Stay  yourfelves  on  your  God  when  you  have  no  light,        | 
Ifa.  1.  10'.     Drop  this  anchor  in  the  dark,  and  do  not  reckon        { 
all  gone  when  evidence  is  gone :  never  reckon  yourfelves  undone        ^ 
whilft  you  can  adhere  to  your  God.     Direft  afts  are  noble  afts 
of  faith,  as  ^^ell  as  reflexive  ones;  yea^  and  in  fomo  refpeds  to 
bepreferred  to  them.     For, 

Firjl^  As  your  comfort  depends  on  the  evidencing  afts  of 
faith ,  fo  your  falvation  upon  the  adhering  aft  of  faith .  Evidence 
comforts,  affiance  faves  you;  and,  fure,  falvation  is  more  than 
comfort. 

Secondly y  Your  faith  of  evidence  hath  more  fenfible  fweet- 
nefs,  but  your  faith  of  adherence  is  of  more  conftancy  and  con- 
tinuance :  the  former  is  as  a  flower  in  its  month,  the  latter  fticks 
by  you  all  the  year.  ' 

Thirdly,  Faith  of  evidence  brings  more  joy  to  you,  but  faith 
of  adherence  brings  more  glory  to  God :  for,  thereby  you  truft 
him  when  you  cannot  fee  him  ;  yea,  you  believe  not  only  with- 
out,  but  againft  fenfe  and  feeling;  and,  doubtlefs,  that  ^hich 
brings  glory  to  God,  is  better  than  that  which  brings  comfort  to 
you.    O  then  -exercifc  this,  when  you  have  loft  that. 
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Admonition  2.  Secondly,,  take  the  right  method  to  reetuver 
the  fweet  tight  which  you  haye  fmnei  away  from  your  fouls. 
Do  not  go  about  from  one  to  another  complaining ;  nor  yet  fit 
down  dcfpooding  under  your  burden.     But, 

Firft^  Sf arch  diligently  after  the  caufe  of  God's  withdraw- 
ment:  urge  him  hard,  by  prayer,  to  tell  thee  wherefore  he  con- 
tends with  thee.  Job.  X.  2.  Say,  Lord,  what  have  I  done  that 
fo  offends  thy  fpirit  \  What  evil  is  it  which  thoafo  rebukeft  ? 
I  beleech  thee  (hew  me  the  caufe  of  thine  anger :  have  I  grieved 
thy  fpirit  in  this  thing,  or  in  that  ?  Was  it  my  negleft  of  duty> 
or  my  formality  in  duties  ?  Was  I  not  thankful  for  the  fenfe  of 
thy  love,  when  it  was  (hed  abroad  in  my  heart  ?  O  Lord,  why  is 
it  thus  with  me  ? 

Secondly t  Humble  your  fouls  before  the  Lord  for  every  evil 
you  (hall  be  convinced  of:  tell  him,  it  pierces  your  hearts  that 
you  have  fo  difpleafed  him,  and  that  it  (hall  be  a  caution  to  you» 
whilft  you  live,  never  to  return  again  to  folly :  invite  him  again 
to  your  fouls,  and  mourn  after  the  Lord  till  you  have  found  him : 
If  you  feek  him,  he  will  be  found  of  you,  2  Cor.  xv.  2.  It  may 
be  you  (hall  have  a  thoufand  comforters  come  about  your  fad 
fouls,  in  (uch  a  time,  to  comfort  them  :  this  will  be  to  you  in- 
ftead  of  God,  and  that  will  repair  your  lofs  of  Chrift  :  defpife 
them  all,  and  (ay,  I  am  refolved  to  fit  as  a  widow  till  Chrift  re- 
turn ;  he,  dr  none,  ftiall  have  my  love. 

Thirdly^  Wait  on  the  ufe  of  means  till  Chrift  return.  '  O  bt 
not  difcouraged;  though  he  tarry,  wait  you  for  him;  for, 
blejfed  are  ail  they  that  wait  for  him. 

SERMON     XXXIV. 

Opens  the  fifth  excellent  Saying  of  Christ  upon  the 

Crofs. 

John  xix,  28.  Jfter  this^  Jefus  knowing  all  things  were  now 
accemplijbed,  that  thefcri/ture  might  be  fulfilled,  faith,  Ithkft. 

IT  is  as  truly,  as  commonly  faid,  death  is  dry :  Chrift  fouod 
it  fo,  vrben  he  died.  _  When  bis  fpirit  laboured  in  the  ago- 
nies of  death,  then  he  faid,  Ithirfl, 

This  is  the  fifth  word  of  Chrift  upon  the  crofs,  fpoken  a  little 
before  he  bowed  the  head  and  yielded  up  the  ghoft.    It  is  only 
til  a 


recorded  by  tbis  cvangelift ;  and,  there  ^refaor  things  reinarka- 
ble  10  this  complaint  of  iChrift,  viz.  The  perfoq  CQinplaioing ; 
the  complaint  be  made.  The  tiqap  whep,  ?|id  the  r^afpn  why 
he  fo  complained. 

Firfi^  The  perioQ  cpmpla&itn^.  Je/us  fiUd  I  thjrft.  This 
is  a  clear  evidence,  that  it  was  |io  icop  mo^,  fuficnQg :  gr^^^  ^nd 
refolutc  fpirits  will  not  complain  for  fmali  matters.  The  fpl- 
tit  of  a  common  man  will  end  are  much,  before  \t  ptrers  ^n^ 
complaint.     Let  us  therefore  fee, 

Second^,  Theaffliftion,  or  fuffering,  he  complains  of ;  z^i, 
that  \%thirfi.     There  are  two  forts  of  thirft,  ope  natural  and 

f  roper,  anotber  (piritu^l  and  figurativjc  «  Chrift  felt  both  at  this 
ime.  His  foiul  thirAed,  in  vehement  dtfires  and  Ipn^ngs,  to 
9CCompIifh  and  finifh  tbat  great  and  difficult  wqrtc  he  was  now 
4bout;  and  his  body  thirited,  by  reafon  of  tho^  qnpp-aUeled 
agonies  it  labourtd  under,  for  the  accompUihing  thereof:  bpjt 
it  was  the  proper  natural  thirft  he  here  intends,  Hyhcp  be  faid^j 
/  thirft.  Now,  "  this  npturfil  thirft/*  pf  whicb  he  complain$i 
**  is  the  raging  of  the  appetite  for  mpift  pouriftimjent,  ariljog 
•*  from  fcorching  up  bf  the  parts  of  the  body  for  want  of  mqi- 
**  fliure  */*  And,  amongft  all  the  pains  ^nd  affliftions  ot  the 
body,  there  cap  fcarcely  be  pamcd  a  greater,  and  mqre  iptoiera* 
fcle  one,  than  extreme  thirft.  '  The  nabft  migbty  and  valiant  have 
iiooped  uPder  it.  Mighty  Samfon,  after  all  his  CQoquefts  and 
yjftories  complains  tbn?,  Judges  ^v.  i9.  "  And  he  was  fore  a- 
^'*  thirft,  ^nd  called  on  the  Lord,  apd  faid,  thou  haft  given  tbif 
•f  great  deliverance  into  the  band  of  thy  fervant,  and  pow  (hall 
**  1  die  for  thirft,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  undrcumcifed  ?" 
Qrcat  Darius  drank  filthy  water,  cfcfilftcj  with  the  bodies  pf  ithe 
ilain,  to  relieve  his  thirft,  **  and  pretefted,  never  any  drink  was 
•*  more  pleafant  to  him  f."  Hcnc(,  Ifa.  xli.  17.  thirft  is  put 
,  to  cxprefs  the  inoft  afHifted  ftatc.  "  When  the  poor  and  needy 
V  feek  water,  and  there  is  nopp,  apd  their  tongpe  failetb  fco? 
•*  thirft,  i  ^hc  Lord  will  hear  them;'*  (i,  e.)  when  my  people 
are  in  extreme  neceffities,  under  any  extraordinary  prefTurcs  and 
diftreffes,  I  will  be  with  them,  to  fppply  and  r^lieye  tbeip. 
't'hirft  caufes  a  moft  painful  corapre^on  of  the  heart,  when  the 
body,  like  a  fpunge,  fucks  and  draws  for  moifture,  and  there  is 
pone,    ^nd  this  may  be  occafioned^  either  by  long  abftinencs 

*  Sfth  eft  cupiditas  nutrime^^ti^  foiij^mtfT^hf^mtdi  StM  f^  ^Zfr 
f^ifipne  parttum  esr^orh  animalis^  fujt  irrigations  f^f«^-     J^QT' 
ie'rm   Phyf.  p.  404.  '"    '      '      ^        -   "^  • 
"  f  Gujufmodi  voivftatLf -ha^cnu  in^fertusfui?     Plftlt 


jfiiom  drinln^  or  by  th^  Ifihouripg  aqd  e^Epeoqe  qF  ihe  ffixif^^  9(icler 
jgricyous  agoni/ss,  aod  jc^ctreme  toritiiries  ;  ^f)ich,  IJ^c  ^  |ir<e  M^itbr 
^^  iboQ  fcorch  pp  the  v^sry  radical  moi^ure. 

Now,  though  we  Bp4  QQt  tb^t  Chrift  ^fted  a  drqp  Ctnct  hf 
faj  vUb  h»  difdpks  at  the  table ;  fftcr  tbftt,  09  piorc  refrefti- 
ments  for  biqi  ip  this  world ;  yet;  th^it  was  not  thp  icf  ufe  gf 
this  f aging  thirft  f  bi^t  it  js  to  be  afq-ibed  to  the  extreme  (nfr 
ferings  wpich  he  ip  l^Qg  ha4  cpafli£le4  with,  both  m  his  (ovA 
^nd  body. .  The^e  prepd  gpQii  hiiQ,  fod  drao^  up  hjs  my 
fpirits.    Hence  came  this  fad  complaiut,  I  tb\rfl, 

Jl^rdfy^  ^et  us  conCder  the  time  wheu  he  thu^  complaiof d. 
<'  When  all  things  were  now  ^ccpmplilhed,"  faith  the  text; 
(h  f')  ^hjen  9II  thiogs  were  eyeo  ready  tp  be  accqmpliihed  ii^ 
bis  death.  A  little,  9  i^ery  little  while  before  his  expiration, 
^hen  the  pangs  of  death  begfin  to  be  ilrong  upon  bti)f :  ,^nd  % 
it  ^ras  kioth  a  fign  of  death  at  hand,  ^d  ot  his  love  to  19s,  w)iic^ 
W9S  firopger  than  death,  tk^  would  not  con^piain  fqpner,  becauie 
be  >t^puld  ^mit  of  no  relief,  oojt  t^e  the  \^^  rffrfihmeat^  'tiU 
be  had  done  his  work. 

fourthly^  ao4  Iqftfyy  T^ke  notice  of  the  defign  ^nd  end  of 
bis  complaint ;  **  that  the  fcripttire  might  be  fulfilled,  be  faitt), 
**  1  rhifft ;"  (i,  f.J  that  it  loight  appear,  for  the  fatisfaftion  pf 
.pur  fafth,  that  whatfoever  had  be^n  predi^ed  by  \he  propbetf^ 
yras  exactly  accompliftied,  even  to  a  circumQance  in  him.  Npvi 
it  was  forctddof  him,  Pfal  Ixix.  %t.  **  They  gave  me  g^Ji 
«*  fojrmy  me^t,  and  in  my  thirft,  they  gave  me  vinegar,  to  drink  j" 
|nd  herein  it  W^s  verified.     Hence  the  note  is, 

Doft,  Thatfuch  were  the  agonies  and  extreme  fvfferings  tf 
our  Lord  Jejus  Chrifl  upon  the  Crofs^  as  drank  up  his  very 
fpirits^  and  made  him  cry^  Ithirji. 

**  If  I,  (faid  ♦  one)  (honld  live  a  thoufatid  yegrs,  and  every 
'*  day  die  ^  thpufand  times  the  fame  death  for  Chrift  tb^t  l>e 
"  once  died  for  me,  yet  all  this  would  be  nothing  to  the  for-; 
**  rows  Cbrill  endured  in  his  death.'*  At  this  tiooie,  the  bride* 
groom  Chriit,  ipight  have  borrowed  the  words  o^  his  fpoufe, 
the  church,  Lapn.  i.  12.  *^  |stt  nothing  toypu,  all  ye  that  paff. 
'**  by  ?  S^e  and  behold,  if  there  be  ^y  forro^  like  unto  my 
*•  fqrrow  Mfhich  is  done  unto  me,  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  ^f- 
**  fliifted  me  in  the  day  of  his  fief cc  ^gcr." 

*  S$  poffem  viwere  mille  annis^  et  qualihet  die  milles  rnori  pr9 
fiOi  eadeni  inorte  fU£f  ille  pro  me  tnortum  eji  femel :  nihil  ^et  ad 
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Here  we  arc  to  enquire  into,  and  cortfider  the  extremities  and 
Hgooies  Chrift  laboured  under  upon  the  cro&,  which  occafipn- 
cd  this  fad  complaint  of  thkft ;  and  then  make  application,  in 
the  (everal  inferences  of  troth  deducible  from  it. 
.  Now  the  fuiferings  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  upon  the  crofs 
were  two-fold ;  viz.  His  corporeal^  and  fpiritual  fufFerlngs : 
We  ihall  open  them  diftin^lly,  and  then  (hew  how  both  thefe 
meeting  together  upon  him  in  their  fulnefs  and  extremity,  muft 
needs  confume  his  very  radical  moifture>  and  make  him  cry,  / 
tbirft. .  To  begin  with  the  firft. 

Firft^  His  corporeal  and  more  external  fufferings  were  ex- 
ceecfing  great,  acute,  and  (extreme  fufferings ;  for  they  were 
fliarp,  univerfal,  continual,  and  unrelieved  by  any  inward  comforts  - 
.  firfi^  They  wer?  Jbarp  filterings ;  for  his  body  was  racked 
or  digged  in  thofe  parts  where  fenfe  more  eminently  dwells  :  In 
the  hands  and  feet  the  veins  and  finews  meet,  and  their  pain  and 
anguifli  meet  with  them ;  Pfal.  xxii.  i6.  **  They  digged  my 
•*  hands  and  my  feet  f ."  Now  Chrift,  by  rcalbn  of  his  exaft' 
and  excellent  temper  of  body,  had  doubtlefs  more  quick^  tender 
and  delicate  fenfes  than  other  men :  His  body  was  fo  formed^ 
that  it  might  be  a  capacious  vefTel,  to  take  in  more  fufferings 
than  any  other  body  could.  Senfe  is,  in  fome,  more  <lelicate 
and  tender,  and  in  others,  dull  and  blunt;  according  to  the 
temperament  and  vivacity  of  the  body  and  fpirits  ;  but  in  none 
as  it  was  in  Chrift,  whofe  body  was  miraculoufly  formed  on  pur- 
pofe  to  fufter  unparalleled  miferies  and  forrows  in :  "A  body 
*•  haft  thou  fitted  me,"  Heb,  x.  j.  Neither  fin  nor  fickneis 
had  any  way  enfeebled  or  dulled  it.         ^ 

Secondly^  As  his  pains  were  fliarp,  fo  they  were  univer/a/, 
not  affedling  one,  but  every  part;  they  fcized  every  member;' 
from  head  to  foot,  no  member  was>  free  from  torture :  For  as 
his  head  was  wounded  with  thorns,  his  back  with  bloody  lafh- 
cs,  his  fide  with  a  fpear,  hi$  hands  and  feet  with  nails,  fo  eve- 
ry other  part  was  ftretched  and  diften^cd  beyond  its  natural 
length,  by  hanging  upon  that  cruel  engine  of  torment,  the 
crofs :  And  as  every  member,  fo  every  particular  fenfe,  was , 
affli^ed;  his  fight  with  vile  wretches,  cruel  murderers  that 
flood  about  him  ;  his  hearing  with  horrid  blafphemies,  belch'd 
out  againft  him;  his  tafte  with  vinegar  and  gall^  which  they 
.gave  to  aggravate  his  mifery ;  his  fmeil  with  that  filthy  Golgo- 
tha where  he  was  crucified,  and  his  feeling  with  exquifite  pains 

f  His  body  was  of  a  mofl  excellent  contexture  when  it  was  mi- 
raculaufly  formed*     iiquin.  part  tertia*     Art^  6« 
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in  every  part ;  (b  that  he  was  not  only  fharply,  but  bniferially 
tormented.       ^ 

Thirdly,  Thefe  univerfal  pains  were  continual,  not  by  fits, 
but  without  any  intermiiTion :  He  had  not  a  moment's  eife  by 
the  ceflktion  of  p^ins ;  wave  came  upon  wave,  one  grief  driving 
on  another,  till  all  God*s  waves  and  billows  had  gone  over 
him.  To  be  in  extremity  of  pain,  and  that  without  a  mo*, 
ment's  intermiflion,  will  quickly  pull  down  the  ftoutefi  nature 
in  the  world. 

Fourthly  and  Lafily^  As  his  pains  were  ftiarp,  univerfal,  and 
continual,  fo  they  were  altogether  unrelieved  by  his  undefftand- 
ing  part.  If  a  man  have  fweet  comforts  flowing  into  his  ibul. 
from  God,  they  will  fweetly  demulce  and  allay  the  pains  of  the 
body :  This  made  the  martyrs  (hout  amidft  the  flames.  Yes, 
eveh  inferior  comforts  and  delights  of  the  mind,  will  greatly 
relieve  the  oppreiled  body. 

'Tis  faid  of  *  Poffidonius,  that  ia  a  great  fit  of  the  ftone ;  * 
he  folaced  himfelf  with  diicourfes  of  moral  virtue,  and  whea 
the  pain  twinged  him,  he  would  fav,'  '*  O  pain  thou  do'ft  np- . 
"  thing,  tho'  thou  art  a  little  troublefbme,  I  will  never  confefs 
**  thee  to  be  evil."  And  Epicurus  in  the  fits  of  the  cholic,  re- 
frefhed  himfelf,  ok  memoriam  inventorum,  (1.  e.)  by  his  invent-, 
tion  in  philofophy. 

But  now  Chtift  had  no  relief  this  way  m  the  Icaft ;  not  a  drop . 
of  comfort  came  from  heaven  into  his  foul  to  relieve  it,  and  the 
body  by  it:  But  on  the  contrary,  his  foul  was  filled  up  with 
grief,  and  had  an  heavier  burden  of  its  own  to  bear  thaa  that 
of  the  body;  (o  that  inftead  of  relieving,  it  increaied  udpeak*. 
ably,  the  burden  of  its  outward  man.     For, 

Secondly,  Let  us  confider  thefe  inward  fufferings  of  his  foul, 
how  great  they  were,  and  how  quickly  they  fpent  his  natural 
ftrength,  and  turned  his  moiAure  into  the  drought  of  fum* 
mer.     And, 

Firfl;  His  foul  felt  the  wrath  of  an  angry  God,  which  was 
terribly  imprefs^d^upon  it.  The  wrath  of  a  king  is  as  the  roar- 
ing of  a  lion ;  but  what  is  that  to  the  wrath  of  a  Deity  ?  Sec 
what  a  defcription  is  given  of  it  in  Nahum  i.  6.  *^  Who  can 
*'  ftand  before  his  indignation :  And  who  can  abide  in  the 
••  fiercenefs  of  his  anger  ?  His  fury  is  poured  out  like  fire,  and 
**  the  rocks  are  throwq  down  by  him."    Had  not  the  flrength 

♦  Nihil  agis  d^lor^  quamvis  Jic  moleftus\  nunquam  confitchr 
tt  ejfe  malum. 
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ttet  fiipporrcld  Chrift  been  greater  than  tTistt  of  rocks,  this  Wrsltk 
had  certatniy  overwhelmed,  and  ground  him  to  powder. 

^ec^ndij^  As  it  was  the  wrath  of  God  that  hy  npon  hi^  fotil, 
{^  it  was  the  pure  wrath  of  God,  wlthoat  any  alla^  oi  i!Di3i.ture: 
Sfdt  one  drop  of, comfort  cariie  froca  heaveft,  or  estrth;  M  tfit 
lAgr^dithtsin  his  cup  were  bitter  ohes :  There  Was  w'rdtfr  wlih- 
o'at  mercy ;  yea.  Wrath  withotit  the  ieaft  degree  of  flatting  mer- 
cy;  **  for  God  fpared  not  hfe  owat  fonr,"  Rera.  viii.  31.  tisid 
Chriid  been  abated  or  fpared,  we  had  not  f  If  our  ineril^ies' 
ttiixA  be  pare  mercies,  an(j  our  glory  in  heaven  pxirt  afnd  im- 
inisted  glory,  then  t^e  Wrath  Which  he  fuffered  Aiuft  be  p^Ure 
and  unniisted!  wrath.    Yea, 

thirdly,  As  the  WraA,  rtie  pura  tmmitecf  Wrath  of  God, 
lay  dpon  his  foul,  fo  alt  th^  wfdth  6fGcd  was  poured  oi!it  apoiai 
hiai,  eveti  to  i!he  laft  drop':  So  that  there  is  not  oiie  drop  rc- 
ier^ved  for  the  elcdl'  to  fee!.  Chrift*s  cup  Was  deep  and  large, 
it  contained  aill  the  fury  and  wrath  of  an  infinite  God  in  it !  and 
ytt  he  Antk  it  up  :  He  bare  it  all,  fo  that  to  believing  fouls. 
Who  cotne  to  make  peace  with  God  through  Chrift,  he  (^Irh, 
Ifk.  3t3tV)i.  4.  "  Fury  is  not  in  Me."  In  all  the  (ihaftifertieftts 
God  iriflifls  upoii  his  people,  there  is  lio  vindiftiive  Wrath ; 
Chrift  bore  it  ail  inhis  oWU  foul  atfd  body  on  the  tree. 

Fourthly^  As  it  was  all  the  wrath  of  God  that  lay  Ufl)onf 
Chrift,  (o  it  was  wrath  a£grdvated,  in  £vers  refpeHs^  beydnd 
ihat  which  the  dan/ttted  themjifves  do  fuffet.  That's  Grange, 
you  will  fay  ;  can  there  be  any  fufferings  Worfe  than  thofe  the 
daumed  fuffer,  upon  whom  the  wiuth  of  an  infinite  God  is  im- 
mediately tranfaftedf,  who  holds  theto  up  with  the  arm  of  his' 
power,  while  the  arm  of  his  jiift  ice  lies  oh  eternally?  Can  any 
forrows  be  greater  than  thefc  ?  Yei ;  Chrift's  fufferiugs  Were 
beyotid  theirs  in  divers  (Particulars. 

tirjt.  None  ^  thtf  damned  were  ever  fo  near  arid  dear  to 
God  as  Chrift  was ;  They  were  eftranged  from  the  womb ;  bur 
Chrift  laty  in  his  bofom.  When  he  ftfiote  Chrift,  he  fm6te  •'  the 
•*  man  that  was  his  fellow,"  Zech.xiii.  7.  But  in  fiiai ting  them. 
Be  fmites  his  enemies.  When  he  had  to  do,  in  away  of  fatil- 
feftlon,  with  Chrift,  he  is  faid  not  to  fpare  his  own  fori,  RoiSa. 
Vlih  3^2.  Never  Was  the  fury  of  God  poUred  out  upon  fuch  a 
jjerfon  befoi'e.  , 

S^amdfy^  IsFone  of^the  damned  had  ever  fo  Iai*ge  qr  capacity 
to  take  in  the  full  fenie  of  the  wrath  of  God,  as  Chrift  had. 
The  larger  any  oBe's  capatity  is  to  underlland  attd  Weig:h  his 
troubles  fully,  the  more  grievous  and  heavy  is  hisr  btiitie'n;  llF 
a  man  cafts  veiFcU  of  greater  ^od  lefler  ijuantity  into  the  fea. 
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tho*  all  will  be  full,  yet  ihc  grefttcr  the  ▼eflel  is,  the  mord  wa- 
ter it  contains.  Now  Chrift  had.  a  xrapacity  beyond  all  nicre 
creatures  to  take  in  the  wrath  of  his  father :  And  what  deep  and 
large  appreheo (ions  he  had  of  it,  ihay  be  judged  by  his  bloody 
fweat  in  the  garden,  which  was  the  effeft  of  his  mere  appre- 
benHons,  of  the  wrath  of  God.  Chrift  was  a  large  vcffel  in- 
deed :  As  he  is  capable  of  more  glory,  fo  of  more  fenfe  and  mi- 
fcry  than  any  other  perfon  in  the  world. 

Thirdly,  The  damned  fufFer  not  fo  innocently  as  Chrift  fuf- 
fcrcd ;  they  fufFer  the  juft  demerit  and  recompcnce  of  their  fin  : 
They  have  deferved  all  that  wrath  of  God  which  they  feel,  and 
iDuft  feel  for  ever  :  It  is  but  that  recompence  which  was  meet; 
but  Chrift  was  altogether  innocent :  He  had  done  no  iniquity, 
neither  was  guile  found  in  his  month,  yet  it  plcafedthe  Lord  to 
bruifc  him.  When  Chrift  fuffered,  he  fufFered  not  for  what 
he  hid  done  ;  but  his  fufFerings  were  the  fulFerings  of  a  furety, 
paying  the  debts  of  others.  **  The  Meffiah  was  cut  ^fF,  but 
'^  not  for  himfelf,"  Dan.  ix.  ?6.  Thus  you  fee  what  his  ex* 
ternal  fufFerings  in  his  body,  and  his  internal  fufferings  in  his 
foul,  were. 

Thirdly^  In  the  laft  place,  it  is  evident,  that  fuch  extreme 
fufFerings  as  thefe,  meeting  together  upon  him,  muft  needs 
cxhaiift  his  very.fpirits,  and  make  him  cry,  /  thirft.  For  Jet 
us  con  fide  r, 

Firft^  What  mere  external  pains,  and  outward  affliftions  can 
da<  Thefe  prey  upon  and  con  fume  oor  fpirits.  *  So  David  com- 
plains, Pfal.  xxxix.  II.  **  When  thou  with  rebukes,  correft- 
**  eft,  man  for  iniquity;  thou  makeft  his  beauty  to  confume  a- 
•«  way  as  a  moth,"  (i.  e.)  look,  as  a  moth  frets  and  confumes 
the  moft  flrotig  and  well  wrought  garment,  and  makes  it  ftary 
and  rotten  without  any  noife;  fo  affliftions  wafte  and  wear  out 
the  ftrongeft  bodies :  They  make  bodies  of  the  firmeft  conftitu- 
lion  like  an  old  rotten  garment:  They  ftirivel  and  dry  up  the 
moft  vigorous  and  flouriihing  body,  and  make  it  like  a  bottle  in 
the  fmoak,  Pfal.  cxix.  83. 

Secondly  J  Confider  what  mere  internal  troubles  of  the  foul 
can  do  upon  the  ftrongeft  body  :  Thefe  fpend  its  ftrength,  and 
devour  the  fpirits.  So  Solomon  fpeaks,  Prov.  xvii.  22.-  **  A 
"  broken  fpirit  drieth  the  bones,*'  (i,  f.)  it  confumes  the  very 

*  For  as  a  bottle  is  fcorcbed  and  wafted  in  fmoak,  fo  the  fpirit  by 
continual  pains  and  the  conftant  violent  heat  of  grief  is  fpent  and 
cou fumed.     Mol,  en  the  place. 

Vol.  I.  ,     M  m  m 
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marrow  with  which  they  are  moiftned.  So  Pfal.  xxxii.  3,  4. 
**  My  bones  waxed  old,  and  through  my  roaring  all  the  day 
'*  long :  For  day  and  night  thy  hand  was  heavy  on  me  :  My 
"  moifture"  (or  chief  fap)  **  is  turned  into  the  drought  of  fum- 
*•  mcr."  What  a  fpcftacle  of  pity  was  Francis  Spira  become, 
merely  through  the  angnilh  of  his  fpirit  ^  a  fpirit  Sharpened  wiib 
fach  troubles,  like  a  keen  knife,  cut  through  the  (heath.  Cer- 
tainly, whoever  hath  had  any  acquaintance  with  troubles  of 
foul,  knows,  by  fad  exprrience,  how  like  an  internal  flame,  it 
feeds  and  preys  upon  the  very  ipirits,  fo  that  the  itrongeft 
fioop  and  fink  under  it.     But, 

Thirdly,  VVhen  outward  bodily  pains  (hall  meet  with  inward 
fpiritual  troubles,  and  both  in  extremity  (hall  come  iu  one  day; 
how  foon  muft  the  firmeft  body  fail  and  wafte  away  like  a 
candle  lighted  at  both  ends  I  Now  Arengrh  falls  a-pace,  and 
oature  muft  fall  flat'  under  this  load.  When  the  Qiip  in  which 
Paul  failed,  fell  into  a  place  where  two  feas  met,  it  was  quickly 
wrecked ;  and  fo  will  the  bed  conflituted  body  in  the  world, 
if  it  fall  under  both  thtfe  troubles  together:  the  ibul  and  body 
fympathize  with  each  other,  under  trouble,  and  mutually  re? 
lieve  each  other. 

If  the  body  be  fick  and  full  of  pain,  the  fpirit  fupports, 
cheats,  aud  relieves  it  by  reafon  and  refolution  all  that  it  cant 
And  if  the  Ipirit  be  afflid^ed,  the  body  fympathizes,  and  helps 
to  bear  up  the  fpirit ;  but,  now,  if  the  one  be  over-laden  with 
ftrong  pains,  more  thj^n  it  can  bear,  and  calls  for  aid  from  the 
other,  and  the  other  be  opprefled  with  intolerable  anguifli,  and 
cues  out  under  ^  burden  greater  than  it  can  bear,  fo  that  it  can 
contribute  no  help,  but  inflead  thereof  adds  to  its  burden, 
which  before  was  above  flrength  to  bear;  then  nature  muli 
need?  fail,  and  the  friendly  union  betwixt  foul  and  body  fuifer  a 
diflblution  by  fuch  an  extraordinary  prcfTure  as  this.  So  it  was 
with  Chrift,  when  outward  and  inward  forrows  met,  in  one 
day,  in  their  extremity  upon  him  :  flence  the  bitter  cry,  / 
thirji. 

Inference  I.  Hew  horrid  a  thing  is  Jin  \  How  great  is  that 
evil  of  evils,  which  deferves  that  all  this  fhould  be  injli5fed  and 
fuffered  for  the  expiation  ff  it  ! 

The  fufFerings  of  Chrift  for  fiji,   give  us  the  true  account, 

and  fuileft  reprefentation  of  its  evil.     "  The  law  (faith  f  one) 

**  is  a  bright  glafs,  wherein   we  may  fee  the  evil  of  fin  ;  but 

*  **  there  ;s  the  red  glafs  of  the  fufFerings  pf  Chrift,  and'ia  that 

f  Mr-  J.  B,  in  his  evil  of  eyils,  p.  124*  , 
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"  we  may  feetnore  of  the  evil  of  fin,  than  if  God  flioulcl  let  us 
•*  down  to  hell,  and  there  we  (hould  fee  all  the  tortures  and 
•*  torments  of  the  damned.  If  we  ftiould  fee  them  how  thcv 
*•  He  fwehering  under  God's  wrath  there,  it  were  not  fo  much 
•*  as  the  beholding  oF  fin  through  the  red  glafs  of  the  fufFerings 
••^^fChrift." 

Suppofe  the  bars  of  the  bottomlefs  pit  were  broken  up,  and 
damned  Spirits  ftiould  afcend  from  thence,  and  come  up  among 
us,  with  the  chains  of  darknefs  rattling  at  their  heels,  and  We 
(hould  hear  the  groans,  and  fee  the  ghaftly  palencfs  and  trem- 
bling of  thofe  poor  creatures,  upon  whom  the  Hghreous  Go\I 
hath  imprelled  his  fury  and  indignation  ;  if  we  could  hear  how 
their  confcieQces  are  laftied  by  the  fearful  fcourge  of  guilt,  and 
how  they  flirjck  at  every  lafh  the  arm  of  juftice  gi\res  them. 

If  we  (hould  fee  and  hear  all  this,  it  is  not  fo  much  as  what 
we  may  fee  in  this  text,  where  the  Son  of  God,  under  his  fuf- 
iFerings  for  it,  cries  out,  /  thirft.  For,  as  I  ftiewed  ycu  before, 
Chrift's  fdfierings,  in  divers  refpefts,  were  beyond  theirs.  O 
then,  let  not  thy  vain  heart  flight  fin,  as  if  it  were  but  a  fmall ' 
thing  !  If  ever  God  (hew  thee  the  face  of  fin  in  this  glafs,  thoii 
wilt  fay,  there  is  not  fnch  another  horrid  reprefcntation  to  be 
inside  to  a  man  in  all  the  world.  Fools  make  a  mock  at  Cm, 
but  wife  men  tremble  at  it. 

Inference  2.  How  qfftiBive  and  tntokrabfe  are  inward  trou- 
bles. Did  Chrift  complain  (b  fadly  under  them,  and  cry,  / 
thirji?  Surely  then  they  are  no  fuch  light  matters  as  many  are 
apt  to  make  of  them.  If  they  fo  fcorched  \he  very  heart  of 
Chrift,  dried  up  the  green  tree,  preyed  upon  his  very  fpirits, 
and  turned  his  moifture  into  the  drought  of  ftimmer,  they  de- 
ferve  not  to  be  flighted,  as  they  are  by  fome.  The  Lord  Jefiis 
was  fitted  to  bear  and  fuffer  as  f^rong  troubles  as  ever  befel  the 
nature  of  man,  and  he  did  bear  all  other  troubles  with  admi- 
rable patience;  but  when  it  came  to  this,  when  the  flames  of 
God's  wrath  fcorched  his  foul,  then  he  cries,  Ithirjl. 

David's  heart  wa?,  for  courage,  as  the  heart  of  a  Hon  ;  but 
when  God  exercifed  him  with  inward  troubles  for  fin,  then  he 
.roars  out  under  the  anguifh  of  it,  **  I  am  feeble,  and  fore  broken ; 
"  I  have  roared,  by  reafonof  the  difquietnefsof  ray  heart.  My 
"  heart  panteth,  my  ftrength  faileth  me  :  As  for  the  light  of 
"  mine  eyes,  it  is  alfo  gone  from  me,"  Pfal.  xxxviii.  8,  10. 
**  A  wounded  fpirit  who  can  bear  !**  Many  have  profcfled  that 
all  the  torments  in  the  world  are  but  toys  to  it :  the  racking  fits 
of  the  gout,^  the  grinding  tortures  of  the  ftonc,  are  noiliiog  10 
M  m  m  2 
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the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  confcknce.  "What  is  ite  worm 
that  never  dies,  bat  the  efficacy  of  a  guilty  confcience  ?  This 
worms  feeds  upon,  and  gnaws  the  very  inwards,  the  tender  and 
inoA  ienfible  part  of  man  ;  and  is  the  principal  part  of  heli's 
horror.  In  bodily  pains,  ^  man  may  be  relieved  by  proper 
medicines;  here  nothing  but  the  blood  of  fprinkling  relieves. 
Ill  outward  pains,  the  body  may  be  fupported  by  the  refolution 
and  courage  of  the  mind ;  here  the  miqd  itielf  is  wt)unded.  Q 
}et  hone  deipife  thefe  troubles,  they  are  dreadful  tilings  2 

Inference  3.  Htm  dreadful  a  place  is  hell,  Vihere  thiv  cry  is 
heard  /or  ever,  I  thirft!  There  the  wrath  of  the  great  and  • 
terrible  Go^  flames  upon  the  damned  for  ever,  in  which  t^ey 
thirft,  and  none  relieves  them.  If  Chrift  complained,  J  thirft^, 
when  he  had  conflifted  but  a  few  hours  with  the  wrath  of  God ; 
what  is  thtir  (late  then,  that  are  to  grapple  with  it  for  ever? 
When  millions  of  year?  are  pad  and  gone,  ten  tboufand  millions^ 
more  are  coming  on.  There  is  an  everlafting  thirft  in  hell,  and' 
it  admits  of  no  relief  %.  There  are  no  fnU  cups  in  hell,  but  an 
eternal,  unrelieved  thirft.  Think  on  this  ye  that  now  add 
drunkenneis  to  thirft,  who  wallow  in  all  feufual  pleafures, 
and  drown  nature  in  an  excefs  of  luxury.  Remember  what 
Dives  faid  \t\  Luke  xvi.  94.  **  And  he  cried  and  laid,  Father 
^^  Abraham,  have  mercy  on  me,  and  fend  La2;arus  that  he  may 
•*  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  in  water,' and  cool  my  tongue  ;  for  I 
«*  am  tormented  in  this  flame."  No  cups  of  water,  no  bowls 
of  wine  in  hell.  There,  that  throat  will  be  parched  with  thirft, 
which  is  now  drowned  with  excefs.  The  fongs  of  the  drunk- 
ard turned  into  bowlings.  If  thirft  in  the  ex;tremity  of  it  be 
tiow  fo  unfuffcrable,  what  is  that  thirft  which  is  infinitely  be- 
yond this  in  mcafure,  and  never  (hall  be  relieved?  Say  not  it 
is  hard  that  God  ftiall  deal  thus  with  his  poor  aeatnres.  Yoo 
,  will  not  think  it  fo,  if  you  confider  wha^  he  expofed  his  owa 
dear  Son  to,  when  fm  was  but  imputed  to  him.  And  what 
that  man  deferves  to  feel,  that  hath  npt  only  merited  hell,  but> 
by  rcfufing  Chrifl,  the  remedy,  the  hoiieft  place,  in  bell  *. 

X  For  then  the  devoqring  ^ame  bums  up  thofc  whom  carnal  plca- 
fure  pollutes.  Then  they  are  caft  into  the  in^nite  open  gulph  of 
hell.     Greg. 

X  An  tnglifh  merchant  living  at  Dantzic,  related  this  ftory  to  a 
godly  minifter,  ^hat  a  friend  of  his  (a  merchant  alfo)  weftt  to  a  con- 
vent, aud  dined  with  the  friers  there/;  their  entertainment  was  very" 
poble.  After  he  had  dined  and  feen  all,  ihe  merchant  commended 
^cir  pleafant  lives  j  yea,  faid  one  of  the  friers  to  him,  we  live  gal- 
V  lantJj^ 
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In  this  thirft  of  Chrift  we  have  the  livelicft  emblem  of  the 
/lafe  ot  the  damocd,  that  ever  was  piefeowd  to  men  ia  this 
"world.  Here  you  fee  a  perlbn  labouring  in  extremity,  under  , 
the  infiaite  wrath  of  the  great  and  terrible  God  lying  upon  bis 
fool  and  body  at  once,  and  caufing  him  to  utter  this  doleful  cry, 
J  thirft.  Only  ChriA  cqdured  this  but  a  little  while,  the  dam- 
ned  muft  end jre  it  for  ever :  in  that  they  differ,  as  alfo  in  tl^e 
innocency  and  ability  of  the  pcrfons  fuffering,  and  in  the  end 
for  which  they  fufFcr.  But,  iurely,  fuch  as  this  will  the  cry  of 
thofe  fouls  be  that  are  cart  away  for  ever.     O  terrible  thirft  1 

Inference  4.  How  much  do  nice  and  wanton  appetites  deferve 
to  be  reproved?  The  Son  of  God  wanted  a  draught  of  cold  wa- 
ter to  relieve  him,  and  could  not  have  it.  God  hath  given  us| 
variety  of  refreshing  creatures  to  relieve  us,  and  we  defpife 
them.  Wc  have  better  things  than  a  cup  of  water  to  refrcfti 
and  delight  us  when  we  are  thirAy,  and  yet  are  not  pleafed. 
O  that  this  complaint  of  Chrift  on  the  crofs,  /  thirft ^  were  but 
believingly  confidered,  it  would  make  you  blefs  God  for  what 
ye  now  dcfpife,  and  beget  contentment  in  you  for  the  meaueft 
mercies,  and  moft  common  favours  in  this  world.  Did  the 
Lord  of  all  things  cry,  I  thirft,  and  had  nothing  in  his  extremi- 
ty to  comfort  him ;  and  doft  thou,  who  haft^  a  thoufand  times 
over,  forfeited  all  temporal  a^  well  as  fpiriiual  mercies,  contemn 
and  flight  the  good  creatures  of  God  !  What,  dcfpiie  a  cup  of 
water,  who  deferveft  nothing  but  a  cup  of  wrath  from  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  {  O  lay  it  to  heart,  and  hence  learn  contentment 
with  any  thing. 

Inference  5.  Did  Jefus  Chrifi  upon  the  crofs  cry^  I  thirft  ? 
Ihen  believers  fball  never  thirfi  eternally.  Their  thirfi  fhall  be 
certainly  fatisfied. 

TMere  is  a  threefold  thirft,  gracious^  natural,  and  penal. 
The  gracious  thirft  is  the  vehement  dcfire  of  a  fpiritoal  heart  af- 
ter God.  Of  this  David  fpeaks,  Pfal.  xlii.  i,  2.  '*  As  the  hart 
"  panteth  after  the  water-brooks,  fo  pantcth  my  foul  after  v 
*•  thee,  O  God.  My  foul  ihirfteth  for  God,  for  the  living 
*•  God :  When  fhall  I  come  and  appear  before  God  ?"  And 
this  is  indeed,  a  vehement  thirft ;  it  makes  the  foul  break  with, 
the  longings  it  hath  after  God,  Pfal.  cxix.  Tis  a  thirft  proper'  ' 
to  believers,  who  have  tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious. 

Naiural  thirft  is-  (as  before  was  noted)  a  dcfire  of  refrcfhinent 
by  humid  nourifhment,  and  it  is  common  both  to  believers  and 

Jantly  indeed,  had  ^we  any  body  to  go  to  hell  for  us  when  we  die* 
Mr.Firmitt's  RealCbrtJiian^  '    il 
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^nbeTicvers  in  this  world.  God's  dear  faints  have  been  driven  to 
fuch  extremities  in  this  life,  thiat  their  tongues  have  even  failed 
for  thirft.  "  When  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,  and  there 
♦'is  none,  and  their  tongue  failcth  for  thirft,"  Ifa.  xli.  I'j, 
And  of  the  people  of  God  in  their  captivity,  it  is  faid.  Lam. 
iv.  4.  "  The  tongue  of  the  fucking  child  cleaveth  to  the  roof  of 
'^  his  mouth  for  thirft:  Th«  young  children  afk  bread,  and  no 
"  radn  breaketh  it  unto  them.  They  that  feed  delicately  are 
*•  defolate  in  the  ftreets  ;  they  that  were  brought  up  in  fcarlet 
**  embrace  dunghils."  To  this  many  that  fear  the  Lord  hav'c 
bfcen  reducedi 

A  penal  thirft ^  is  God's  juft  denying  of  all  refreftiments  or 
relief  to  finners  id  their  extremities,  and  that  as  a  due  piinifti- 
ment  for  their  fin.  This  believers  fhall  never  feel,  becauic 
when  Chrift  thitfted  upon  the  crofs,  he  made  full  fatisfa6lidn  to 
God  in  their  room.  Thefe  fufFerings  of  Chrift,  as  they  were 
ordained  for  them,  fo  the  benefits  of  them  are  truly  imputed  to 
them.  And  for  the  natural  thirft,  that  (hall  be  fatisfied  :  for  ia 
heaven  we  Ihall  live  without  thefe  necefllties  and  dependencies 
upoii  the  creature  ;  we  fhall  be  equal  with  the  angels  in  the  Way 
and  manner  of  living  aud  fubfifting,  tirayyixtt  Btovrig,  Luke  xx. 
36.  And  for  the  gracious  thirfting  of  their  fouls  for  God,  it 
ihall"  be  fully  fatisfied.  So  it  is  promifed,  Mat.  v.  6.  **  Blefled 
**  are  they  which  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteoufnefs,  for  they 
**  (hall  be  filled  :"  They  (liall  then  depend  no  more  upon  the 
ftream,  but  drink  from  the  overflowing  fountain  itfclf,  Pfal. 
sxxvi.  8.  **  They  (hail  be  abundantly  fiitisfied  with  the  fatnefs 
*•  of  thy  houfe,  and  thou  (halt  make  them  drink  of  the  river  of 
^*  thy  pleafures :  for  with  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  in  thy 
**  light  ftiall  we  fee  light :"  There  they  fhall  drink  and  praife, 
ind  praife  and  drink  for  evermore  :  all  iheir  thirfty  dcfirfes  (hall 
be  filled  with  compleat  fatisfaftion.,  O  how  defirabfe  a  ftate  \s 
heaven  upon  this  account !  and  how.fhould  we  be  reftlefs  'till 
^we  come  thither ;  as  the  thirfty  traveller  is  until  he  meet  that 
cool,  refreftiing  fpring  he  wants  and  feeks  for.  This  prefeh*t 
ftare  is  a  ftate,  of  thirfting,  that  to  Come  of  refrefhment  and  fa- 
tisfaftion.  Some  drops  indeed  come  from  that  fountain  bjr 
faith,  but  they  quench  not  the  believer's  thirft  ;  rather  like  wai- 
ter fprinkled  on  the  fire,  they  make  it  burn  the  more :  but  there 
the  thirfty  foul  hath  enough.  , 

O  blefs  God,  that  Jefus  Chrift  thirfted  under  the  heat  of  his 
wrath  once,  that  you  might  not  be  fcorched  with  it  for  ever. 
If  he  had  not  cried,  /  thirft,  you  muft  have  cried  out  of  thirft 
eternally,  and  never  be  fatisfied. 
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.  Inference  6.  Laftly ;  Did  Chrifl  in  the  extremity  of  his  fuf- 
ferings  cry,  /  thirji  ?  Then  how  great,  beyond  all  compare,  ift 
the  love  of  Cod  to  firmer s,  -who  for  their  fakes  expofed  the  i>on  of 
his  love  tofuch  extreme  fuff wrings  ? 

Three  confideiations  mitrveiloufly  heighten  that  love  of  thfe 
Father. 

Firfiy  His  putting  the  Lord  Jefus  into  fuch  a  condition. 
There  is  none  of  us  would  endure  to  fee  a  child  of  our  own  lye 
panting,  and  ihirlHng  in  the  extremity  of  torments,  for  the 
faireft  inheritance  on  earth  ;  much  lefs,  to  have  the  Ibul  of  a 
chiL  conflicting  with  the  wrath  of  God,  and  making  fuch  heart- 
rending complaints  as  Chrift  made  upon  the  crofs,  if  We  might 
H^ave  the  largeft  empire  in  the  world  for  it :  yet,  fuch  was  the 
ftrength  of  the  love  of  God  to  us,  that  he  willingly  gaVe  Jefus 
Chrirt  to  all  this  mifery  and  torture  for  us.  What  (hall  we  call 
this  love? I  O  the  height,  length,  dtprh  :ind  breadth  of  th^i^t 
love  which  pafTeth  knowledge  !  .  T*Jit:  love  of  God  to  Jefus 
Chrift  was  infinitely  beyond  ail  t}ie»iuve  wc  hu^c  for  our  chil- 
dren, as  the  fca  is  more  than  a  fpjotiful  of  waar  :  and  yet,  as 
dearly  as  he  loved  him,  he  was  content  tD  €xpo}b  him  to  all 
this,  rather  than  we  fliould  perifli  crtrmiHy. 

Secondly y  As  God  the  Father  uin  content  to  expofe  Chrift 
to  ihii  extremity,  fo  in  that  extrcmiry  to  hear  his  hitter  cries, 
and  dolorous  complaints,  and  yet  not  relieve  him  with  the  leaft 
refre(hment  *till  he  fajpted,  and  died  under  it.  He  heard  the 
dies  of  his  Son  :  that  voice,  /  thirJl^  pierced  heaven,  and 
reached  the  Father's  ear;  but  yet  he  will  not  refrefh  him  in 
his  agonies,  npr  abate  him  any  thing  of  the  .debt  he  was  now 
paying,  and  all  this  for  Uie  love  he  had  to  poor  fmners.  Had 
Chrift  been  relieved  in  his  fuflerings,  and  fpared,  then  God 
could  not  have  pitied  or  fpared  us.  The  extremity  of  Chrift's 
fufFerings  was  an  a(^  of  juftice  to  him  ;  and  the  greateft  mercy 
to  us  that  ever  could  be  manifeOed.  Nor  indeed  (though  Chrift 
fo  bitterly  complains  of  his  thirft)  was  he  willing  to  be  relieved, 
*till  he  had'  finifhed  his  work.  O  love  unfpeakable !  He  doth 
not  complain,  that  he  might  be  relieved,  but  to  manifeft  how 
great  that  forrow  was  which  his  foul  now  felt  upon  our  ac- 
count. 

Thirdly,  And  it  (hould  never  he  forgotten,  that  Jefus  Chrift 
was  expofed  to  thefe  extremities  of  forrow  for  finners,  the 
greateft  of  finners,  who  deferved  not  one  drop  of  mercy 
from  Godi  This  commends  the  love  of  God  fingularly  to  us^, 
in  that  **  whilft  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift  died  for  us,"  Rom, 
V.  8.     Thus  the  love  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrift  fiill  lifes  higjher 
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and  higher  in  every  difcovcry  of  ir.     Admire,  adore,  and"  be 
raviftied  with  the  thoughts  of  this  love  ! 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift. 

«^> '-^l  «^t  l^>  V^^  t<>>  v£>t  ctfH  c^^  cc>«  c^t -^H- «-^>^  ^<>> ''^^  «^^  v^^  v^^  b<^  (<9^  cdM  c^t  V^k  <4^  t^^ 

SERMON      XXXV. 

Opens  the  fixth  excellent  Saying  of  Christ  upon  the 

Crofs. 

John  xix.  30.  JVhen  Jefus  therefore  had  received  the  vinegar, 
he  /aid,  £Jt  isjinijhe^  ;  and  he  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up 
theghojt. 

'XTisJiniJhed,  This  is  the  fixth  remarkable  word  of  our  Lord 
■■•  Jefus  Chrifl:  upon  thck^fs,  uttered  as  a  triumphant  fhout 
when  he  faw  the  gljrlau'.  I  of  all  his  fufTerings  now  at  hand. 
It  is  but  one  ^Ad  irr^U^i  Original ;  but  in  that  one  word  is 
contained  the  fuHJ^i^oy  \  the  very  fpirits  of  ail  divine  con- 
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folation.  The  J^^BfcGrttks  reckoned  it  their  excellency  to 
fpeak  much  in  a  u^ir^*  to  *  give  a  fea  of  matter  in  a  drop  of 
**  language."  Whatthey  only  fought,  is  here  found.  I  find 
fomc  variety,  (and  indeed  variety  rather  than  contrariety),  a- 
mong  expositors  about  the  relation  of  ihefe  words.  Some  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  antecedent  is  the  legal  types  and  ceremo- 
nies; and  fo  make  this  to  be  the  meaning  -f ;  //  is  jinijhed: 
that  is,  all  the  types  and  prefigurations  that  fhadowed  forth  the 
redemption  of  fouls,  by  the  blood  of  ChriA,  are  now  fulfilled, 
and  accompliilied.  And,  doubtlefs,  as  this  is  itfelf  a  truth,  fo 
it  is  fuch  a  truth  as  may  not  be  excluded,  as  foreign  to  the  true 
fcope  and  fenfe  of  this  place.  And  though  it  be  obje^Ved,  that 
many  types  and  prefigurations  remained  at  this  time  unfatisficd, 
even  all  that  looked  to  the  aftual  death  of  Chrift,  his  continu- 
ance in  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  and  his  refurreftion ;  yet  it  is 
eafily  removed,  **  by  confidering  that  they  are  faid  to  be  finifh- 
'*  ed,  becaufe  they,  were  juft  finiOiing,  or  ready  to  be  finiflied  : 
"^  and  it  is  as  if  Chrift  had  faid,  I  am  now  putting  the  laft  hand 
**  10  it  Xr  a  few 'moments  of  time  mbre  will  compleat  and  ft- 

*  rrg^flcyov  ?rp«y^«T/yi>,  8*  ^otkaL*^ctri  pinuatrm.      Cypr.  SeH.  568. 

+  He  teaches  us  that  the  full  arcojnpHfhment  of  ourfalvation,  and 
every  part  thereof,  \^as  contained  in  his  death  :  the  cancelling  all 
the  legal  ceremonies  is  conneflcd  with  this  doftrine.     Calvin, 

X  Fa£ium  dicit,  quod  jam  in  eo  fuit,  et  fenefaSium  ejfet*  Casi^ 
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ni(h  it ;  I  have  die  fnin  now  in  my  hand,  which  will  fully  ia- 
tisfy  and  pay  God  the  whole  debt. 

It  is  now,  but  bow  the  head,  and  the  work  is  done,  and  all 
the  types  therein  fulfilled.  So  that  this  cannot  exclude  the  ful- 
filling of  the  types,  in  the  death  of  Chrift,  from  their  jufl  cbim 
TO  the  fenfe  of  this  place.  But  yet,  though  we  cannot  here  ex- 
clude this  ienfe,  we  cannot  allow  it  to  be  the  whole,  or  prin- 
cipal fenfe :  for  lo !  a  far  greater  truth  js  contained  herein,  evea 
the  finifhing,  or  compleating  of  the  whole  defign  and  projeft 
of  our  redemption,  and  therein  of  all  the  types  that  prefigured 
it.  Both  thefe  judicious  Calvin  conjoins,  making  the  compleat- 
ing of  redemption  the  principal ;  and  the  fulfilling  of  all  the 
types,  the  collateral  and  lefs  principal  fenfe  of  it. 

Yet  It  muft  be  obferved,  when  we  (ay,  Chrift-finiftied  redemp- 
tion-work by  his  death,  the  meaning  is  not  that  his  death  ^lone 
did  finifh  it ;  for  his  abode  in  the  firave,  refurreflion,  and  af- 
cenfion,  had  all  of  them  their  join  Afluence  therein  ;  but  thefe 
being  fiiortly  to  follow,  are  all  inSftded  in  the  fcope  of  this 
place.  According  then  to  the  prin  Jpal  fqpg^  of  the  place,  we 
obferve,  lOk 

Doft.  That  Jefus  Chrifl  hath  pfrfeHid^nd  completely Jtni/b- 
'  ed  the  great  work  of  redemption,  committed  to  him  by  Cod 
the  Father. 

To  this  great  truth  the  apoftle  gives  a  full  teftimony,  Heb. 
X.  14.  *'  By  one  offering  he  hath  perfefted  for  ever  them  that 
•*  are  fanftified."  And  to  the  fame  purpofe  fpcaks  Chrift,  Joha 
xvii.  4.  '*  I  have  glorified  thee  on  earth !  I  have  finiflied  the 
••  work  thou  gaveft  m^to  do."  Concerning  this  work,  and 
the  fini(hing  thereof  by  Jefus  Chrift  upon  the  crofs,  we  (hall 
enquire  what  this  work  was,  how  Chrift  fini(hed  it,  and  what 
evidence  can  be  produced  for  the  finifhing  of  it. 

Firft,  What  was  the  work  which  Chrift  finifhed  by  his  death  ? 

It  was  the  fulfilling  the  whole  law  of  God  in  our  room,  and 
for  our  redemption,  as  a  fponfor  or  furety  for  us.  The  la^^r 
is  a  glorious  thing ;  the  holinefs  of  God,  that  fiery  attribute, 
is  engraven  or  ftamped  upon  every  part  of  it ;  Deut.  xxxiii.  a. 
**  From  his  fight  hand  went  a  fiery  law."  The  jealoufy  of  the 
Lord  watched  over  every  point  and  title  of  it,  for  his  dreadful 
and  glorious  name  was  upon  it ;  it  curfed  every  one  that  con- 
tinued not  in  all  things  contained  therein.  Gal.  iii.  10.  Two 
things,  therefore,  were  neceffarily  required  in  him  that  Ihould 

Vol.  !•  N  n  a 
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perfeAly  fulfil  it,  and  both  found  in  our  furcty,  and  in  him  on- 
ly, viz.  a  fubjeftivc,  and  effeftive  pcrfeftion. 

Firft^  A  fubje^ive  pcrfeftion.  He  that  wanted  this,  copld 
never  fay,  It  isjinijbed.  Perfeft  working  always  follows  a  pcr- 
feft'  Being.  That  he  might  therefore  finilh  this  great  work  of 
obedience,  and  therein  the  glorious  defign  of  our  redemption  ; 
lo!  in  what  (hining  and  perfeft  holinefs  was  he  produced! 
Luke  i.  35.  "  That  holy  thing  that  fhall  be  born  of  thee, 
"  ftiall  be  called  the  Son  of  God/'  And  indeed,  "  fuch  an 
••  high-prieft  became  us,  who  is  holy,  harmlefs,  undcfiled,  (c- 
*•  parate  from  Cnncrs,**  Heb.  vii.  26.  So  that  the  law  could » 
have  no  exception  againft  his  perfon ;  nay,  it  was  never  fo  ho- 
noured fmce  its  firA  promulgation,  as  it  was  by  having  fuch  a 
perfect  and  excellent  perfon,  as  Cbriil,  to  (land  at  its  bar,  and 
give  it  due  reparation. 

Secondly^  There  muil  be  alfb  an  effeftive  perfeftion,  or  a 
perfeftion  of  working,  and  obeying,  before  it  could  be  faid^  It 
is  fnifbed.  This  Chriil  had;  for  he  continued  in  aU  things 
written  in  the  law,  to  do  them  :  He  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs^ 
as  it  .behoved  him  to  do,  M;itth.  lii.  j  5.  He  did  all  that  was 
Required  to  be  done  ;  and  fufTered  all  tiiat  was  requifite  to  be 
fuffcred;  he  did  and  fuffered  all  that  was  commanded,  or 
thfeained,  in  fuch  perfeftion  of  obedience,  both  aftive  and 
padive,  that  the  pure  eye  of  divine  juAice  could  not  find  a  Haw 
in  it ;  and  fb  finished  the  work  his  Father  gave  him  to  do : 
And  this  work  finifhed  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  was  both  a 
necefTary,  difficult,  and  precious  work. 

FzVy?,  It  was  a  necefTary  work  which  Chrift  fipiftied  upon 
the  crofs:  necefTary,  upon  a  threefold  account. 

Opus  neceffarium  ex  parte  Patris :  It  was  necefTary  on  the  ' 
Father's  account :  I  do  not  mean  that  God  was  under  any  nc 
ccffity,  from/  his  nature,  of  ledeeniing  us  this,  or  any  other 
way ;  for  our  redemption  is  opus  liPeri  concilii,  an  aft  of  the 
free  counfel  of  God  :  but  when  God  had  once  decreed  and  de- 
termined to  redeem  and  favc  poor  finn'ers  by  Jefus  Chrift,  then 
It  became  necefTary  that  the  counfel  of  God  fhould  be  fulfilled  ; 
Afts  iv.  28.  **  To  do  whaifoever  thy  hand  and  counfel  had  be  - 
•*  fore  determined  to  be  done." 

Secondly, Ex  parte  Filii;  It  was  ncceJEiry  with  refpeft  toChrifl, 
upon  the  account  of  that  previous  comfaft  that  was  betwixt 
the  Father  and  him  about  it.  Therefore  it  is  faid  by  Chrifl 
himfdf,  Luke  x^ii.  22.  "  Truly  the  Son  of  man  goeth  as  it  was 
,  •*  deterrnined,!*  i.  e,  as  it  was  fore-agreed,  and  covenanted  ;  un- 
der the  QeafHty  of  f  alfiUiag  his  tBgagemcot  to  the  Father,  he 
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oune  into  the  world;  and  being  come,  he  ftill  minds  his  engage* 
meDCt  John  ix.  3.  "  1  mnft  work  the  works  of  bim  that  feat  me." 

Thirdly^  Ex  parte  noftri.  Yea,  and  it  was  no  lefs  neceflary 
upon  our  account  that  this  work  ihould  be  iiuiihed :  for»  had 
not  Chriil  finitbed  this  work»  fin  had  quickly  finiQied  all  our 
lives,,  comforts,  and  hopes.  Without  the  fini(bing  this  work, 
not  a  foQy  or  daughter  of  Adam  could  ever  have  fecn  the  face  of 
God.  Therefore  it  is  faid,  John  iii.  14,  15.  "As  Mofes  lifted 
**  op  the  ferpcnt  in  the  wildernefs,  fo  [mulV]  the  Son  of  man  be 
*'  lifted  up ;  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  (hould  not  perifh, 
**  but  have  cverlaAing  life/f  On  all  thefe  accounts  the  fiaiAxing 
of  this  work  was  neceflary. 

Secmdfyp  As  it  was  neceflary  this  work  (hould  be  fini(hed,  fo 
the  finifliing  of  it  was  exceeding  difficult :  It  coil  many  a  cry, 
many  a  groan»  and  many  a  tear»  before  Chrifl  could  (ay,  //  is 
^ni/bed*  AU  the  angels  in  heaven  were  not  able,  by  their  u- 
Bited  ftrengthy  to  lift  that  burden  one  inch  from  the  ground, 
which  Chrift  bare  upon  bis  (boulders,  yea,  and  bare  it  away. 
But  how  heavy  a  burden  this  was,  may  in  part  appear  by  his  a- 
gony  in  the  garden,  and  the  bittei'  outcries  he  made  upon  the 
ao(d,  which  in  their  proper  places  have  been  opened. 

Thirdly^  and  lafUy,  It  was  a  moft  precious  work  which  Chrift 
fini(hed  by  his  death :  That  work  was  difpatched  and  jEinifhed 
in  few  hours,  which  will  be  the  matter  of  everlafting  fongs  and 
triumphs  to  the  angels  and  faints  to  all  eternity.  O  it  was  a 
precious  work !  The  mercies  that  now  flow  out  of  this  foun- 
tain, viz,  ju(tiflcation,  fanflification,  adoption,  drr.  are  not  tO' 
be  valued;  befides  the  eodiefs ^'nappinefs  and  glory  of  the  world 
to  come,  which  cannot  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive. 
If  the  angels  fang  when  the  foundation-Done  was  laid,  what 
ihouts,  what  triumphs  (hould  there  be  among  the  faints,  whe^ 
thii  voice  is  heard,  //  is  finijbed! 

Secondly^  Let  us  next  inform  ourfelves  how,  and  in  what 
maimer  Jefus  Chrift  fini(hed  this  glorious  work  s  and  if  you 
iearch  the  fcriptures  upon  that  account,  you  will  find  that  he 
finiflied  it  obediently,  freely^  diligently,  and  fully. 

Firft^  This  blcifcd  work  was  fini(hed  ty  Jefus  Chrift  moft  o- 
bediently,  Phil.  ii.  8.  "He  became  obedient  to  death,  even  the 
"  death  of  thecrofs  :"  **  His  obedience  was  the  obedience  of  a 
**  fervant,  though  not  fervile  obedience  ||.**  So  it  was  foretold 
of  him,  before  he  touched  this  work,  Ifa.  1.  5.  "  The  Lord  GoA. 

N  n  n  2  . 
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**  hath  opened  mine  ear,  and  I  was  not  rebellious,  neither  turn- 
*'  ed  away  my  back ;"  L  e.  My  Father  told  me  the  very  word 
of  it :  he  told  me  what  hard  and  heavy  things  I  mnft  undergo* 
if  ever  I  finifhed  this  defign  of  redemption ;  and  I  was  not  re- 
bellious, i.  e.  I  heartily  fubmitted  to,  and  accepted  all  'thofe 
difficulties :  for  there  is  a  Meiojis  in  the  words ;  I  was  eontent 
to  Aoop  to  the  hardeft,  and  molt  ignominious  part  of  it,  rather 
than  not  gni(h  it. 

Secondly,  As  Chrift  finifbed  it  obediently,  (o  he  fiQiOied  it 
freely.  Freedom  and  obedience  in  ading  are  not  at  all  oppo- 
fite  to.  Or  exdofive  of  each  other.  Mofes's  mother  nuried  hina 
in  obedience  to  the  command  of  Pharaoh '«  daughter,  yet  moiV 
freely  wiifh  rcfpcA  to  her  own  delight  and  contentment  in  that 
work.  So  it  Is  faid  of  Chrift,  and  that  by  his  own  mouth.  John 
X.  17,  18.  **  Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  becaufel  lay 
'^  down  my  life,  that  I  might  take  it  again.  No  man  taketh  it . 
'*  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myfelf :  I  have  power  to  lay  it 
^'  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again.  This  conunand- 
**  ment  have  I  received  of  my  Father."  He  liked  the  work  for 
the  end's  fake.  When  he  h^d  a  profpeft  of  it  from  eternity, 
then  were  his  delights  with  the  fons  of  men :  then  he  rejoiced 
in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  Prov.  viii.  30,  31.  And  when 
he  came  into  the  world  about  it,  with  what  a  full  and  free  con* 
fent  did  his  heart  echo  to  the  voice  of  his  Father  calling  him  to 
it ;  ju(l  as  you  (hall  (bmetimes  hear  an  eclio  anfwering  your 
voice  two  or  three  times  over,  Pfal.  xi.  "  Lo,  I  come  :  1  deHght 
"  to  do  thy  will :  thy  law  is  within  my  heart,"  He  fini(hed 
the  work  freely, 

Thirdly,  As  he  finifced  it  freely,  (b he  finiffied  it  diligently; 
he  wrought  hard  from  the  morning  of  his  life,  to  the  end  of  it ; 
he  was  n^ver  idle  wherever  he  was,  but.  **  went  aboilt  doing 
*'  good/'  Afts  X.  38.  Sometimes  he  was  fo  intent  upon  his 
work,  th^t,  "  he  forgat  to  eat  bread,"  John  iv.  30,  31.  As  the 
life  of  fome  men  is  but  a  diverCon  frort  one  trifle  to  another, 
from  one  pleafure  to  another ;  fo  the  whole  life  of  Chrift  was 
fpent,  and  taken  up  betwixt  one  work  or  another :  never  was  a 
life  fo  filled  up  with  labour :  the  very  moments  of  his  time  were 
^11  employed  for  God,  to  finifh  this  work. 

Fourthly  and  iaftfy.  He  finijbfd  it  compleatly  and  fully. 
All  that  was  to  be  done  by  way  of  impetration,  and  meritori- 
ous redempiion,  is  fully  done  :  no  hand  can  come  after  his ; 
angels  can  add  nothing  to  it  *.     "  That  is  pcrfefted  to  whiclv 

*  Ferfe^um  eji^  cui  mbtl  deefi^  a  €ui  niifil  addipotejl. 
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**  nothing  is  waotiog,  and  to  which  nothing  can  be  added/* 
Stoch  is  the  work  Chrift  finished.  Whatever  the  law  demand- 
ed, is  perfeAiy  paid ;  whatever  a  finner  needs,  is  perfcftly 
obtaiaedv  and  purchaied  :  nothing  can  be  added  to  what  Chrift 
hath  done;  he  pat  the  laft  hand  to  it,  when  he  iaid,  //  isjinijked. 
Thus  you  fee  what  the  work  was,  and  how  ChriA  fini(hed  it. 

Thirdly t  in  the  laft  place,  let  us  confider  what  afTurance  or 
evidence  we  have  that  Chrift  bath  fo  fioiOied  redemption-work : 
and  if  you  purlue  that  inquiry,  you  will  find  thefe,  among  o-^ 
tber  plain  evidences  of  it. 

Firji^  When  Chrittdicd,  redemption- work  mud  needs  be  fi- 
sUhed,  inafmuch  as  the  blood,  as  well  as  the  obedience  of  ChriA, 
was  of  infinite  value  and  efficacy,  fuffidently  able  toaccompli(h 
ail  the  ends  for  which  it  was  ihed ;  '*  and  that  not  by  divine  ac- 
"  ceptation,  but  upon  the  account  of  its  proper  value  *."  This 
dieft,  viz.  tb^  ^nifhing  redcmption-wcx^k  meritorionfly  by 
Chrifl,  doth  not  exceed  the  power  of  the  canfe  to  which  we 
aflign  it,  viz.  the  death  of  Chriil.  And  if  there  be  a  fole  fuf* 
ficient  cauie  in  aft,  what  hinders  but  the  effeft  fhquld  follow  I 
There  was  certainly  enough  in  Chrift's  blood  to  fatisfy  the  ut- 
moft  demand  of  juflice :  when  that  therefore  is  aftually  (hed, 
juOioe  is  fully  paid,  and,  coniequeotly,  the  fouls  for  whom,^nd 
in  whole  names  it  is  paid,  fully  redeemed  from  the  cur  if  ^y  the 
merit  thereof. 

Secondly^  It  is  apparent  that  Chrift  finilhed  the  work,  by  the 
difcharge  or  acquittance  God  the  father  gave  him,  when  he 
raifed  him  from  the  dead,  and  fet  him  at  his  own  right  band* 
If  Chri(K  the  finners  furety,  be,  as  fuch,  difcharged  by  God 
the  creditor,  then  the  debt  is  fully  paid..  Now  Chriit  was  ju- 
fiified,  and  cleared  at  his  refurreftion,  from  all  charges  and  de« 
mand  of  juflice :  therefore  it  is  faid,  1  Tim.  iii.  16.  that  he  was 
jufiificd  in  thf  fpiriti  (>•  c  )  openly  difcharged,  by  that  very=; 
aft  of  the  Godhead,  his  railing  him  from  the  dead.  For  when 
the  grave  was  opened,  and  ChriA  arofe,  it  was  to  him  as  the  o* 
pening  of  the  prifon  doors,  and  (etting  a  furety  at  liberty,  who 
was  confined  for  another  man's  debt.  To  the  lame  fenfe  Chriil: 
fpeaks  of  his  afcenfion,  John  xvi.  10.  **  Thfc  fpirit  (faith  he) 
•*  (hall  convince  the  world  of  i  ighteoufnefs,"  (i.  tf.)  of  a  compleat 
and  perfeft  righteoufnefs  in  me,  imputable  to  finners  for  their 
perfeft  jufHfication.  And  whereby  IhaU  he  convipce  and  fatis* 
fy  them  that  it  isfo  ?  Why,  by  this,  ^*  Becaufe  I  go  to  the  Fa- 
•*  tber  and  ye  Ice  me  no  more."    There  is  a  great  dcai  of  force 

.-   *  JVb»  tx  dhina  acceftatiQnet  fed  tx  prfiprh  vahrc. 
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^nd  v^eighr  in  thofe  words,  "  bccaufe  yan  fee  roe  do  more?" 
for  it  amounts  to  this  much ;  by  this  you  fhall  be  fatisfied  I  have 
fully,  and  compleatly^  performed  all  rightcoufpefs,  and  that,  by 
my  a^tve,  and  paflive  obedience  ;  I  have  fo  fully  fatisfied  God 
for  you  9  as  that  you  fhall  never  be  charged  or  condemned  ;  be- 
cauic,  when  I  go  to  heaven,  I  fhall  abide  there  in  glory  with 
my  Father,  and  not  be  fent  back  again,  as  I  (hould,  if  any  thing 
had  been  omitted  by  me.  And  this  the  apoAle  gives  you  alib) 
ia  ib  many  plain  words,  Heb.  x.  12,  13,  14.  '*  After  he  had 
**  offered  one  facrifice  for  fins,  for  ever  fat  dow.n  on  the  right 
**  hand  of  God.'*  And  what  doth  he  infer  from  that,  but  the 
v^ry  truth  before  us,  verfe  14.  that  '*  by  one  ofFeringvhe  hath 
'••  pcrfefted  for  ever  them  that  are  fanftified  ?" 
,  Thirdly,  It  is  evident  Chrift  hath  finifhed  the  work,  by* the 
Ueflfed  effcAs  of  it  upon  all  that  believe  in  him :  for  by  virtue 
of  thecompkatnefs  of  Chrift's  work,  finifti^d  by  his  death,  thdr 
confciences  are  now  rationally  pacified,  and  their  fouls,  at  death, 
aftqally  received  into  glory ;  neither  of  which  could  be,  if  Chrift 
had  not  in  this  world  finished  the  work.  If  ChriO  had  done  his 
work  im perfectly,  he  could  not  have  given  refV,  and  tranquillity 
to  the  labouring  and  burdened  (buls  that  come  to  hitn,  as  now 
he  doth,  Mat.  xi.  28.  Conference  would  fiill  be  hefi|;ating,  trem- 
bling, and  unfadsjSed ;  and  had  he  not  finiihed  his  work,  he 
could  not  have  entrance  through  the  vail  of  his  fle(h  intabeaven^ 
as  all  that  believe  In  him  have,  Heb.  x.  19,  20.'  If  he  nad  but 
4tlmqft  done  that  work,  we  had  been  but  ahnoft  feruedy  that  is,. 
certainly  damned.  And  thus  you  fee  breifly  the  evidences  that 
|he  work  is  fini(hed. 

-  Inference  i .  Hath  Chrift  perfefted  and  compleatly  finiihed 
all  his  work  for  us]?  h(yw  fwect  a  relief  is  this  tons  that  b^Ueve 
in  him,  againji  all  the  defects  and  imperfe&i$ns  of  ail  the  works 
BfGod,  that  are  ivr ought  by  us.  There's  nothing  finiflicd  that 
we  do :  all  our  duties  are  imperfe^  duties ;  they  come  off 
lamely,  and  defeftively  frona  our  hands.  It  is  Chrlft*s  charge 
againft  the  church  of  Sardls,  Rev.  iii.  2.  1  have  not  found  thy 
works  mvxnpouivei,  perfe(!l,  or  filled  up  before  God.  O  there  is 
mtich  cmptinefsj  and  vanity  in  the  beft  of  our  duties :  but  here 
is  the  grand  relief,  and  that  which  anfwers  to  all  the  grounds 
of  our  doubts  and  fears  ujion  that  account;  Jefus  Chrift  hath 
finiihed  all  his  work,  though  we  can  fini(h  none  of 'ours:  and 
lb,  though  we  be  defe(ftjvc,  poor,  imperfeft  creatures,  in  dur- 
felves,  yet,  notwithftandijig,  we  are  '*  compleat,  in  him,''  Col.  ii. 
f),  TO.  Though  we  cannot  perfeftly  obey,  or  fulfil  one  com- 
II  and  of  the  law,  yet  is  **  the  righteouibei^  of  the  law  fulfilkd 
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"  in  us  that  believe/'  Rom.  viii.  4.  Chrift's  cbmpleat  obedience 
being  imp^ited  to  us,  makes  us  compleat,  and  without  fault  be- 
fore God. 

It  is  true,  we  ought  Xp  be  humbled  for  our  defcfts,  add 
troubled  for  every  failing  in  obedience ;  but  we  (hould  hot  be 
difcouraged,  though  multitudes  of  weaknefles  be  upon  us,  and 
many  infirn^ities  compafs  us  about,  in  every  duty  we. put  our 
hand  tc/:  though  we  have  no  rightedufnefs  of  our  own  j  yet  of 
God,  Chrift  is  made  unto  us  rightcoufnefs :  and  that  righteouf- 
nefs  of  his  is  infinitely  better  than  our  own :  inftead*  of  our 
own  we  have  his.  O  blcfled  be  God  for  Chrift's  perfcft  righ« 
teoufnefs! 

Inference  2.  Did  Chrift  finiSi  his  work  with  his  own  hand  ? 
How  dangerous  and  difhonourabte  a  thing  is  it,  to  join  any  thivg 
of  our  own  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifi^  in  point  of  jujiificatiori 
before  God,  Jclus  Chrilt  will  never  endure  this ;  it  reflects  upon 
his  work  diftioncnurabiy;  he  doth  not  (in  this  cafe)  dLffe&fodai 
glory  :  not  I,  and  my  God ;  I,  and  my  Chrift,  did  this ;  he 
will  be  all,  or  none,  in  your  juftification.  If  he  have  finiftied 
the  work,  what  need  of  our  additions  ?  And  if  not,  to  what 
purpofe  are  they  ?  Can  we  finilh  that  which  Chrift  hlmfelf  could 
not  ?  But  we  would  fain  be  (baring  with  him  in  this  honour, 
which  he  will  never  endure.  Did  he  finifh  the  work  by  him- 
fclf,  and  will  he  ever  divide  the  glory  and  praife  of  it  with  us  ? 
No,  no,  Chrift  is  no  half  Saviour.  O  it  is  an  hard  thing  to  - 
bring  thef?  proud  hearts  to  live  upon  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs : 
we  would  fain  add  our  penny  to  make  up  Chrifl's  fum.  But 
if  you  will  have  it  fo,  dr  have  nothing  to  do  with  Chrift,  you 
and  your  penny  muft  periQi  together,  Ifa.  1.  ult.  God  gives  us 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chriff,  as  he  gave  manna  to  the  ifraelites  in 
'  the  wildernefs.  it  is  faid,  Dent.  viii.  16.  "  That  he  fed  them 
*^  with  manna  in  the  wildernefs,  that  he  might  humble  them. ** 
The  quality  of  the  food  was  not  humbling,  for  it  was  angels 
food,  but  the  manner  of  giving  it  was  fo :  they  muft  live  by 
faith  upon  God  for  it,  from  day  to  day.  This  was  not  like 
other  food,  produced  by  their  own  labour.  Certainly  God  takes 
the  right  way  to  humble  proud  nature,  in  calling  finners  whol- 
ly from  their  own  righteoufnefs  to  Chrift's  for  their  juftifica- 
tion.  • 

Inference  3.  Did  Chrift  finifh  his  work  for  us;  Th^n  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  hut  he  will  alfofinijl^  his  work  in  us.  As  he 
begun  the  work  of  our  redemption,  artd  finifhed  it  *,  fo  he  that 
hath  begun  the  good  work  in  you,  will  alio  fini(h  it  upon  your 
fouls.    Afld*of  this  the  apoftlc  faith,  **  He  is  confident,'*  Phil.     ^ 
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i.  6.  Jcfas  Chrift  is  not  ooly  called  the  author^  but  alfo  the^-' 
nifber  of  our  taith,  Heb.  xii.  2.  If  he  begin  it,  no  doubt  but 
he  will  fioifti  it.  And  indeed  the  fioiniin^  of  his  own  work  of 
redemption  without  us,  gives  full  evidence  that  he  will  finifh 
bis  work  of  fan^itication  within  us ;  and  that  bpcaufe  thefe  two 
works  of  Ghrift  have  a  rcfpeft  and  relation  to  each  other ;  and 
fuch  a  relation,  that  the  work  he  finished  by  his  own  death,  re- 
furreftion,  and  afcenfion,  would  be  in  vain  to  us,  if  the  work 
of  fandlification  in  us  (hoold  not  in  like  manner  be  finifhed. 
Therefore,  as  he  prefented  a  perfeft  iicrifice  to  God,  and  finish- 
ed redemption-work ;  fo  will^he  prefent  every  man  perfeft,  and 
compleat,  for  whom  he  offered  up  himfelf ;  for  he  will  not  lofc 
the  end  of  all  his  fufFerings  at  laft.  To  what  purpofe  would  his 
meritorious  impetration  be,  without  compieat  and  full  applica* 
tion  ?  Be  not  therefore  difcouraged  at  the  defefts  and  imperfec- 
tions of  your  inherent  grace :  be  humbled  for  them,  but  be  not 
dejeded  by  them :  this  is  Chrifl's  work,  as  well  as  that ;  that 
work  is  fini(hed,  a1rid  fo  will  this. 

•  Inference  4.  Is  Chrift's  work  of  redemption  a  compleat  and 
finUhed  work  ?  How  excellent  and  comfortable  beyond  all  com- 
pare^ is  the  method  and  way  of  faith!  Surely  the  way  of  be- 
lieving is  the  moA  excellent  way  in  which  a  poor  (inner  can  ap- 
proach <7od;  for  it  brings  before  him  a  compleat,  intire,  per- 
fcft  rightcoufners ;  and  this  muft  needs  be tnofi  honourable  to 
<5od,  moft  comfortable  to  the  foul  that  draws  nigh  to  God.  O 
what  a  compleat,  finifhed,  perfeft  thing  is  the  righteodrnefs  of 
Chrift !  The  ftarching  eye  of  the  holy  and  jealous  God  cannot 
find  the  leaft  flaw  or  defeft  in  it.  Let  God  or  confcience  look 
opon  it ;  turn  it  every  way ;  view  it  on  everf  fide ;  thoroughly 
weigh  and  examine  it,  it  will  appear  a  pure,  a  perfect  piece, 
Containing  in  it  whatfoever  is  necefTary  for  the  reconciling  of  an 
angry  God,  or  pacifying  of  a  diflrefTed  and  perplexed  fouL 
How  pleafing,  therefore,  and  acceptable  to  God  muft  be  that 
faith,  which  prefents  fo  compleat  and  excellent^n  atonement 
to  him!  Hence  the  a£Ving  of  our  faith  upon  Cl^rift ,  for  righte- 
oulnels,  the  approaches  of  faith  tp  God  with  fucb  an  acceptabfe 
prefent,^  is  called  the  work  of  God ;  that  is^  the  moft  grateful, 
acceptable,,  and  well  pleating  v/ork  to  God  that  a  creature  can 
perform  ;  John  vi.  29.  V*  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  be- 
*•  lieve."  One  aft  of  faith  pleafes  him  more,  than  if  you  (h6u]d 
toil  a)l  your  lives  at  a  talk  of  obedience  to  the  law.  As  it  is 
more  for  God's  honour  and  thy  comfort,  to  pay  all  thou  owed 
him  at  one  payment,  in  one  full  fum,  than  to  be  paying  by 
leery  iinall  degxe^s»  and  never  be  able  to  make  fiiU  pajmeot^  -or 
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fee  the  bond  caacelled;  fo  this  perfeft  work  only  produces  per« 

feft  peace. 

Inference  5,  Did  Chrift  wor1c>  aod  work  out  all  that  God 
gave  him  to  do,  till  be  had  fioilhed  his  work?  How  neceffary 
then  is  a  laborious  working  life  to  ail  that  call  themfelves  Chrifti* 
ens  ?  The  life  of  Chrift,  yoa  fee^  was  a  laborious  life.  Shall 
he  work,  and  we  play  \  Shall  a  zealous,  adlve,  working  Chrift 
be  reproached  with  idle,  negligent  and  lazy  followers  \  O  work» 
and  work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  tremblings 
Phil.  ii.  12. 

ObjeEl.  But  if  Chrift  wrought  fo  hard,  we  may  fit  ftill.  If 
\it  finiftied  the  work,  nothing  remains  for  as  to  do. 
•  iolut.  Nothing  of  that  work  which  Chrift  did,  remains  for 
you  to  do.  it  is  your  commendation  and  duty  to  leave  all  that 
to  Chrift :  but  there  is  other  work  for  you  to  do ;  yea,  ftore  of 
work  lying  upon  your  hands^  You  muft  work  as  well  as  Chrift« 
though  not  for  the  fame  ends  Chrift  did.  He  wrought  hard  to 
Satisfy  the  law,  by  fulfilling  all  righteoufnefs.  He  wrought  all 
bis  life  long,  to  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  to  juftify  you  before, 
God.  This  work  falls  to  no  hand  but  Chrift's  :  but  you  muft 
work,  to  obey  the  commands  of  Chrift  into  whofe  right  ye  are 
come  by  redemption  :  you  muft  work,  to  tcftify  your  thankful- 
oefs  to  Chrift,  for  the  work  finiftied  for  you :  you  muft  work* 
to  glorify  God  by  your  obedience ;  let  your  light  fofhine  before 
men.  For  thefe,  and  divers  other  fuch  ends  and  reafpns,  your 
life  muft  be  a  working  life.  God  preferve  all  his  people  fron^ 
the  grols  and  vile  opinions  of  Antinomian  libertines^  who  cry 
up  grace,  and  decry  obedience :  who  under  ipecions  pretences 
of  exalting  a  naked  Chrift  upon  the  throne,  do  indeed  ftrip  hini 
naked  of  a  great  part  of  his  glory,  and  vikly  dethrone  him« 
My  pen  ftiall  not  engliih  what  mine  eyes  have  read  *.  Tell  it 
not  in  Gath. 

But  for  thee,  reader,  be  thou  a  follower  of  Chrift  :  imitate 
thy  pattern ;  yea,  let  me  perfuade  thee,  as  ever  thou  hopeft  to 
clear  up  thine  intercft  in  him,  imitate  him  in  fuch  particulars  as 
thefe  that  follow. 

Firfl^  Chrift  began  early  to  >vork  for  Gcxl :  he  took  thfe 
morning  of- his  life,  even  the  very  beginning  of  it,  to  work  for 

*  Da  mi  hi  Chrlflum^  noii  quaro  d$na  gratia  ^  fed  Chriflum* 
Non  quaro  promijjionesy  fed  Chriflum.  Non  quaro  fanSlificdtio^ 
nem^  fed  Cbrifium^  Ne  mihi  tiarra  fabulam  de  mediator e^  et  of'*, 
ficio  :  narra  mihl  de  Ckrijio,  Commentaritts  de  ftatu  Ecdef.  Brit* 
p.  4 J. 

VoL.L  Ooo  '      :g  I 
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God.  '*  How  is  it  ((aid  he  to  his  parents,  when  he  was  but  a 
•*  child  of  about  twelve  years)  that  ye  fought  me  \  Wift  ye  not 
^«  that  I  muft  be  about  my  Father's  bufinefs  V*  Reader,  if  the 
morning  of  thj  life  be  not  gone,  O  dcvoce  it  to  the  work  of 
God,  as  Chrift  did :  if  it  be,  ply  thy  work  the  doier  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  thy  life.  If  a  man  have  any  great  and  necefiary  bo- 
fmefs  to  do,  it  is  good  doing  it  in  the  morning  ;  afterwards  a 
hurry  of  bufinefs  and  diverfion  comes  on. 

Secondly  9  As  Chrift  began  be  time,  fo  he  followed  his  work 
jclofe :  he  was  early  up,  and  he  wrought  hard,  ia  hard,  that 
"  he  forgat  to  eat  bread,"  John  iv.  31,  32.  So  zealous  was 
he  in  his  Father's  work,  that  his  friends  "  thought  that  he  |sad 
**  been  befides  himfelf,*'  Mark  iii.  21.  So  zealous,  that  "  the 
**  zeal  of  God's  houfe  eat  him  up."  He  flew  like  a  feraphim^ 
in  a  flame  of  zeal,  about  the  work  of  God.  O  be  not  ye  tike 
fnails.  What  f  Auguflus  laid  of  the  young  Roman,  well  be- 
comes the  true  Chiiftian,  "  whatfoever  he  doth,  he  doth  it  to 
••  purpofe."    . 

Xhirdlyy  Chrift  often  thought  upon  the  (hortnefs  of  his  time, 
and  wrought  hard  becaufe  he  knew  his  working-time  would  be 
but  little.  So  you  find  it  John  ix.  4.  "  I  muft  work  the  works 
*•  of  him  that  fcnt  mc,  whiift  it  is  day ;  the  night  cometh, 
«*  when  no  man  can  work/'  O  in  this  be  like  Chrift  r  rouze 
your  hearts  to  diligence  with  this  confidtration.  If  a  man  ha^e 
much  to  write,  and  be  almoft  come  to  the  end  of  his  paper^ 
he  will  write  clofe,  and  thereby  much  matter  in  a  little  room. 

Fourthly,  He  did  much  work  for  God,  in  a  very  filent  man- 
ner :  lie  wrought  hard,  but  did  npt  fpoil  his  work,  when  he 
had  wrought  it,  by  vain  oftentation.  When  he  had  expreffrd 
his  charity,  in  his  afts  of  mercy  and  bounty  to  men,  he  would 
humbly  leal  up  the  glory  of  it,  with  this  charge ;  •*  fee  yc  tell 
•*  no  man  of  it,"  Mat.  viii.  4.,  He  affefted  no  popular  air.  -  All 
the  angels  in  heaven  could  not  do  what  Chrift  did,  and  yet  be 
called  himfelf  a  worm,  for  all  that,  PfaU  xxii.  6.  O  imitate  your 
pattern  :  Work  hard  for  God,  and  let  not  pride  blow  upon  it, 
when  you  have  done :  'Tis  hard  for  a  man  to  do  much,  and  not 
value  himfelf  for  it  too  much.  ^ 

Fifthly y  Chrift  canied  on  his  work  for  God  refolvedly :  No 
dUiourageroents  would  beat  him  off,  though  never  any  work 
met  with  more  from  firft  to  laft.  How- did  Scribea  and  Pharl- 
fteSt  Jews,  Gentiles,  yea.  Devils  fet  upon  him,  by  perfecutioiis, 
and  reproacheSy  violent  oppofitionsy  and.  fttbtil  temptatiQQs  \  but 
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yet,  he  goes  oi>  with  his  Father's  \vork  for  all  that  :  He  is  deaf 
to  all  difcouragements  %.  So  k  was  foretold  of  him,  Ifa.  xlii.  4, 
••  He  Oiall  not  fail,  nor  be  difcouraged/'  O  that  more  of  this 
fpirit  of  Chrift  were  in  his  people  :  O  that,  in  the  flrength  of  lov« 
to  Chrift,  and  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  you  would  pour  out 
your  hearts  in  iervice,  and  like  a  river,  fweep  down  all  dilcou- 
ragemenu  beforjC  you. 

Sixthfy,  He  continued  working,  whilft  he  continued  living : 
tlislife  and  labour  ended  together  :  He  fainted  not  in.  his  work4 
Nay,  the  greateft  work  lie  did  in  this  world,  was  his  laft  work* 
P  be  like  Chrift  in  this,  be  not  weary  of  well-doing  :  Give  not 
over  the  work  of  God,  while  you  can  move  hand  and  tongue  to 
promote  it,  and  fee  that  your  laft  works  be  more  than  your  firft. 
Q  let  the  motions  of  your  foul  after  God  be,  as  all  natural  mo« 
tions  arc,  fwift  when  neareft.the  centre  ||.  Say  pot  it  is  enough, 
whilft  there  is  any  capacity  of  doing  more  for  God.  In  thefe 
things,  Chriftians,  be  like  your  Saviour. 

Infennce  6.  Did  Chrift  finifti  his  work  ?  Lobk  to  it  Chriftians^ 
that  yt  aljo  finijbyaur  v/orkiuhichGod  hath  given  ym  to  do:  That 
you  may  with  comfort  fay,  wh.en<]eath  approaches^  as  Chrift  faid, 
John  xvii.  4.  "  I  have  glorified  thee  on  e^rth,  I  haye  finiftied 
•*  the  work  thou  gaveft  roc  to  do;  and  now,  O  Father,  glorify 
"  thou  me  with  thine  own  felf."  Chrift  had  a  work  committed 
€o  him,  and  he  finifhed  it ;  yon  have  a  work  alfo  cotximitted  to 
you  5  O  fee  that  you  may  be  able  to  fay,  'tis  finiftied  when  your 
time  is  fo :  O  work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
,bling :.  And,  that  I  itoay  perfuade  you  to  it,  I  befeech  you  lay 
thefe  confiderations  clofe  to  heart. 

\Firfi^  If  your  work  be  not  done  before  you  die,  it  can  never 
be  done  when  you  arc  dead.  "  There's  ijo  werk  nor  knowledge, 
*•  nor  device  in  the  grave,  whither  thou  goeft,"  Ecclef.  ix.  5, 
1.0.  They  that  go  down  to  the  pit,  cannot  celebrate  the  nameof 
God,  Ifa.  xxxviii.  18.  Death  binds  up  the  h^d  from  working 
any  more :  ftrikes  dumb  the  tongue  that  it  can  fpeak  no  more ; 
for  then  the  compofition  is  diftblved.  The  body,  which  is  the 
fouPs  inftrument  to  work  by,  is  broken,  and  thrown  afide :  the 
foul  itfelf  prefented  immediately  before  the.  Lord,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  all  its  Works.     O  therefore,  feeing  the  night  cometh, 

Ooo  a  .    i 

X  Savior,  ah  ohice  ihit,  i.  e.  He  (hall  proceed  the  more  refo- 
lately  becaule  of  obftaeles. 

II  Si  dixifti  fuffeiU  p^riiftL  if  thou  once  fay  it  is  enough,  thou 
art  loft. 
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^hea  DO  man  cao  work^  as  Chrift  fpeaks^  John  ix.  4.  make  hafte 
and  finifh  your  work. 

Secondly t  If  you  finifh  not  your  work,  a$  the  fealbn  of  work- 
ing, fo  the  feafon  of  mercy  will  be  over  at  death.  Do  not  think, 
you  that  have  neglefted  Chrift  alt  your  lives,  you  that  could  ne* 
vet  be  perfu^ded  to  a  laborious  holy  life,  that  ever  your  cries 
and  intreaties  (hall  prevail  with  God  for  mercy,  when  yourieaiba 
is  paft  :  No,  no,  'tis  too  late ;  **  Will  God  hear  his  cry,  when 
**  troubles  comeupon  him  V*  Job xxvii.  9.  The  feafon  of  mer- 
qr  is  then  over ;  as  the  tree  falls  ^fo  it  Hes :  Then  he  that  is  holy 
(hall  be  holy  ftill,  and  he  that  is  filthy  (hall  be  filthy  (till.  Alas, 
poor  fouls,  yoacome  too  late :  **  The  mafter  of  the  houie  i$  riJea 
**  up,  and  the  doors  are  (hut," Luke  xix.  42.  The  feafon  is  over : 
Happy  had  it  been,  if  ye  had  known  the  day  of  your  vifitation. 

Lafify,  If  your  work  be  not  finiftied  when  you  come  to  die, 
you  can  never  finifh  your  lives  with  comfort.  He  that  hath  not 
finiflied  his  work  with  care,  can  never  finifti  his  cour/e  vfithjoy. 

0  what  a  difmal  cafe  is  that  foul  in,  that  finds  itfelf  fur  prized  by 
death  in  an  unready  pofture  !  To  lie  fiiivering  upon  the  brink  of 
the  grave,  faying.  Lord  what  will  be'come  of  me  !  0  1  cannot, 

1  dare  not  die !  For  ^e  poor  foul  to  (brink  back  into  the  body, 
and  cry.  Oh,  it  were  better  for  me  to  do  any  thing  than  die. 
Why  what's  the  matter  ?  Oh,  I  am  in  a  Chriftlefs  ftatc,  and  dare 
not  go  before  that  awful  judgment-feat.  If  I  had  in  feafon  made 
Chriit  fure,  I  could  then  die  with  peace.  Lord,  what  (hall  I 
do  ?  How  doft  thou  like  this,  reader  ?  Will  this  be  a  comforta- 
ble clofe]  When  one  afked  a  chriftian  that  conftantly  fpent  fix 
hours  every  day  in  prayer,  why  he  did  fo  ?  He  anfwcred,  0  Imufi 
die,  1  muft  die.  Well,  then,  look  to  it  that  you  finiih  your 
^ork  as  Chrift  alfo  did  his. 


SERMON      XXXVL 

Opens  the  fevcnth  and  laft  Word  with  which  Christ 
breathed  out  his  Soul 

XtJKE  xxiii.  46.  And  when  Jefus  had  cried  with  a  hud  voice, 
hefaid.  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my /fir  it ;  emdhav 
ing/aid  thus^  he  gave  up  the  ghoft, 

THESE  ace  the  laft  of  the  laft  words  of  our  Lord  Jefiii 
Chrift  upon  the  crofs>  with  which  he  breathed  out  fate 
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foal :  They  were  David's  words  before  him,  Vdl.  «xi.  J. 
and  for  fubAance,  Stephen's  after  him,  Afks  vil.  27.  They  are 
words  full,  both  of  faith  and  comfort ;  fit  to  be  the  lad  breath- 
ings of  every  gracious  foal  in  this  World.  They  are  refdved  in-* 
to  thcfe  five  particulars  ;  • 

Firfi,  The  per/on  depofiting^  or  committing :  The  Lord  Jefus 
Chri/if  who  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  things,  adVed  as  a  com* 
inon  perfon,  as  the  head  of  the  church  *.  This  muft  be  re* 
marked  carefoUy,  for  therein  lies  no  fmall  part  oF  a  believer's 
coniblation :  When  Chrift  commends  his  foul  to  God,  he  doth 
as  it  were  bind  up  all  the  fouls  of  the  ele£l  in  one  bundle  with 
it,  and  ioiemnly  prefents  them  all  with  his,  to  his  Father's  ac* 
ceptance :  To  this  purpofe  one  apdy  renders  it. 

''  This  commendation  made  by  Chrift,.  turos^to  the  fingular 
**  profit  and  advantage  of  our  fouls ;  inafmuch  as  Chrilt,  by 
"  this  very  prayer,  hath  delivered  them  into  his  FatherVhand, 
**  as  a  predous  treafure,  whenever  the  time  comes  that  they  are 
**  to  be'  loofed  from  the  bodies  which  they  now  inhabit.f* 
Jefus  Chrift  neither  lived  nor  died  for  himfelf,  but  for  believers ; 
what  he  did  in  this  v^ry  adl,  refers  to  them  as  well  as  to  his 
pwn  foul :  You  muft  look  therefore  upon  Chrift,  in  this  laft 
and  folemn  aft  of  his  life,  as  gathering  all  the  fouls  of  the  ele^ 
together,  and  making  a  folemn  tender  of  them  all,  with  his  own. 
Ibul  to  God. 

Secondly^  The  depofitory^  or  perfon  to  whom  he  commits  this- 
precious  treafure,  and  that  was  to  his  own  Father :  ''  Father, 
^  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit."  Father  is  a  fweet  en- 
couraging, afluring  title :  Well  may  a  fon  commit  any  concern- 
ment, how  dear  foever,  into  the  hands  of  a  father ;  efpecially 
fuch  a  fon  into  the  hands  of  fuch  a  father.  ^'  By  the  hands  of 
'*  the  Father  into  which  he  commits  his  foul,  we  are' not  to  un- 
**  derfland  the  naked  or  mere  power,  but  the  fatherly  acceptaii- 
"  on  and  proteAion  of  God  $." 

Thirdly^  The  depofttum^  or  thing  committed  into  this  hand, 

*  He  commends  not  his  foul  to  the  Father  on  his  own  perfond 
account,  but  the  fouls  of  all  the  faithful  bound  up  as  it  were  in  one 
bundle,  that  the^  might  be  kept  in  fafety  together  with  his  own. 
Z>.  Parens. 

f  Hae  Chrijil  commendatio^  in  animarum  noflrarurn  comm^d^m 
cedehat,  ^ipfe  quas  tile  a  corpore  quod  inhabit  aver  ant  abfolu- 
taSi  quaji  quaddam  depofitum,  in  Dei  viventis  manuy  ex  oratione 
tradebat.     Vi<5l.  Antioch.  in  Maik  ix. 

X  Manut  hac  patris  alias  Dei  potential  Jgnificant,  hie  vera 
ftnernum  Dei  prajidium^  ^c.    Pareus. 
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fmy  fpifif\  ft,  e,J  my  fooJ,  now  inftaati;  departiog,  upon  the 
very  point  oifieparatioo  froffi  my  body.  The  -ronl  is  the  raoft 
precioasi^al]  treafures,  'tis  called  the  darling,  Plkimicxxv.  1.7; 
or,  "the  6o^y  00c  ♦,"  1.  **  that  which  is  moft  excellent,  and 
therefore  moi\  dear  and  precious :  A  whole  world  is  but  a  trifle^ 
sf  weighed,  for  the  price  of  one  IbuK  Mat.  xvi.  26.  This  inefti* 
mable  treafure  he  oow  comsiits  into  his  Father's  hands. 

Fourthly^  The  JH  by  which  he  puts  it  into  that  faithful  hand 
of  the  Father,  irmfmh^t>ftmf  I  commend  f.  We  rightly  render  it 
in  the  prefent  tcnfe,  though  the  word  be  future :  For,  with  thefe 
words  he  breathed  out  his  fouL  This  word  is  of  the  fame  iou 
port  with  twtfnut9  I  prefent,  or  tender  it  into  thy  hands ;  It 
was  in  Chriil  an  a  A  of  Faith,  a  mo(V  fpecial  and  excellent  aft 
intended  as  a.  prefident  for  all  his  people^ 

Fifthly^  and  Laftly,  The  laft  thing  obfcrvablc  is,  the  manner 
in  which  he  uttered  thefe  words«  and  that  was  with  a  Joud  voice; 
he  fpalte  ic  that  all  might  hear  it,  and  that  his  enemies ,  who 
judged  him  now  deHitute  and  forfaken  of  God,  might  be  convinced 
that  he  was  not  fo,  but  that  he  was  deai[  to  his  Father  (till,  and 
couidput  his  foul  confidently  into  his  hands  :  *'  Father  ihtpthy 
^  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit."  Taking  then  thefe  words,  not 
only  as  fpoken  by  Chrift,  the  head  of  all  i)elievers,  and  fo  coqi- 
mending  their  ibuls  to  God  with  his  own,  but  atfo  as  a  pattern^ 
.  teaching  them  what  they  ought  to  do  tbemfe]ves>  when  they 
come  to  die.    We  obfervc, 

Doft.  That  dying  believers  are  both  warned^  and  encowraged^ 
by  Chrift's  example ^  believingly  to  ccanmend  their  fremui 
fmls  into  the  hands  of  God. 

Thus  the  apoflle  direfts  the  faith  of  Chriftians,  to  commit 
their  fouls  10  God's  tuition  and  fatherly  protc6lioh,  when  they 
are  either  going  into  prifons,  or  to  the  ftake  for  Chrift,  i  Pet. 
iv.  9.  **  Let  them  (faith  he)  that  fofFcr  according  to  the  will  of 
'*  God,  commit  the  keeping  of  their  fouls  to  him  in  well-doing, 
"  as  unco  a  faithful  creator."  ~     - 

.     This  propofitton  we  will  confider  in  thefe  two  main  branch- 
s  of  it,  7/iz.  what  is  implied  and  carried  in  the  foul's  commend* 

*  ^TlTn^  Unicam  meam, 

t  nsf»^nr«iBt«<,  /.  e*  cvtus^ut,  Erafrtius  obferves  that  the  word 
lere  ufed,  (rgnifies  I  will  commend,  Yor  even  in  Pfalm  xxxi.  6. 
when  :e  thefe  words  of  Chrift  are  taken,  the  word  is  read  in  the  ftt- 
|ure  leofe.    £^21. 
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ing  iifelf  to  God  b]rf»th»  when  the  tiaae  <A  fepara^ioQ  is  cbme : 
And  what  warrant  or  cncouragcmeftt. gracious  louls  have  for  ib 
doing. 

Fir  ft  t  What  is  implied  In  this  aA  of  a  believer,  his  com* 
mending,  or  conunittingi  his  fonl  into  the  hands  of  God  at 
death  ?  rf' 

And  if  it  be  throughly  weighed,  you  will  find  thefe  fix 
tfiittgs,  at  lead,  carried  in  it. 

Firfi^  It  implies  this  evidently  in  it  f ,  That  the  foul  outlives 
the  hody^  and  fails  not,  as  to  its  beiog,  when  its  body  fails ;  it 
ieels  the  houfe  in  which  it  dwelt,  dropping  into  ruins,  and 
looks  out  for  a  new  habitation  with  God.  **  Father  into  thy 
**  hands  I  commend  my  fplrit."  The  foul  underilands  itftlf  a 
more  noble  being  than  that  corruptible  body,  to  which  it  was 
united,  and  is  now  to  leave  it  in  the  dud :  it  *  underibnds  its 
Illation  to  the  Fatlier  of  fpirits,  and  from  him  it  expefis  pro* 
tedlton  and  provifion  in4ts  unbodied  flate;  and  therefore  into 
his  hands  it  puts  itfelf.  if  it  vanilhed,  or  breathed  into  air, 
and  did  not  lurvive  the  body ;  if  it  we^e  annihilated  at  death, 
it  were  but  a  mocking  of  God  to  fay,  when  we  die,  "  Father^ 
'^  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fptrit." 

Secondly f  It  implies  the  fouVs  true  reft  to  he  in  Cod.  8t« 
which  way  its  motions  and  tendencies  are,  not  only  in  life,  but 
in  death  aifo.  It  bends  to  its  God :  It  repofes,  it  even  puts  it- 
felf upon  its  God  and  Father  ;  "  Father,  into  thy  hands."  God 
is  the  centre  of  all  gracious  fpirits.  While  they  tabernacle  here, 
they  have  no  reft  but  in  the  boibm  of  their  God :  When  they  ' 
go  hence,  their  expeAation  and  earned  dtfires  are  to  be  with 
him  t*  It  had  been  working  after  God  by  gracious  deiires  be* 
fore,  it  had  caft  many  a  longing  look  to  heaVen-ward  before ; 
but  wiien  the  gracious  foul  comes  near  its  God  (as  it  doth  in  a 
dying  hour)  "  then  it  even  throws  itfelf  into  his  arms";  a$  a 
r|ver,  that  after  many  turnings  and  windtogs,  at  laft^is  arrived 
to  the  ocean;  it  pours  itielf  with  a  central  force  into  the  bofom- 
of  the  ocean,  and  there  finiflies  its  weary  courfe.  *•  Nothing 
/'  but  God  can  pieafe  it  in  this  world,  and  nothing  but  God 
**  can  give  it  content  when  it  goes  hence  ||."    It  is  not  the 

f  Whoever  believes  in  Chrift,  will  not  at  his  death,  breathe 
out  his  foul  into  the  air,  but  fly  to  the  faithful  keeper  of  fouls,  who 
keeps  in  fafety  wltatever  is  committed  to  him.     Cal. 

X   Ruere  in  amp  I  ex  us, 

II  The  place  avails  nothing,  neither  does  the  very  pleafaQtnefs  of 
lieiaven  itfelf  iocreafe  the  bafpinefs  of  blefled  fpirits,  but  o^ly  as  it. 
is  Cod  8  dwelling  place,     Pmrker  de  decenfut  lib,  i.f^^^  13a.  r- 
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amocAity  of  the  place,  whither  the  gracious  foul  is  goipg,  boc 
the  bofom  of  the  blcfled  God,  who  dwells  there,  that  it  lb  ve- 
hemently pants  after ;  not  the  Father's  houfe,  but  the  Father's 
arms  and  bofom :  ''  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my 
•*  fpi^it :  W  horn  have  i  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  And  on  earth  t» 
«*  none  thatldefireincomparjfonof.thce,"  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  24,  25. 

Thirdly y  It  alfo  implies  the  great  value  believers  have  for  their 
fouls.  Thai's  the  precious  trc-afure;  and  their  main  folicitudc 
and  chief  care,  is  to  fee  it  fecured  in  a  fafe  hand  :  *•  Father,  . 
•*  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit:"  They  are  words  fpeaking 
the  believer's  caxc  for  his  (oul,  that  it  may  be  fafe,  whatever 
becomes  of  the  vile  body.  A  believer  when  he  comes  nigh  to 
death,  fpends  but  few  thoughts  about  his  body,  where  it  ihali 
be  laid,  or  how  it  ihall  be  difpofed  of :  He  trufls  that  in  the 
hands  of  friends  ;  but  as  his  great  care  all  along  was  for  bis 
foul,  fo  he  expreffts  it  in  theie  bis  very  laft  breathings,  ia 
which  he  commends  it  into  the  hands  of  God:  It  is  nor. 
Lord  Jefus  receive  my  body,  take  care  of  my  duft,  but  receive 
myfpirit :  Lord,  fecure  the  jewel,  when  the  ca(ket  is  broken. 

fourthly,  Thefe  words  imply  the  deep  fenfe  that  dying  believ- 
ers have  of  the  great  change  that  is  coming  upon  them  by  death  ,• 
njohen  all  vifible  and  fenfible  things  are  fhrinking  away  from  them, 
and  failing.  They  feel  the  world  and  the  beft  comforts  in  it 
failing:  Every  creature  and  creature-comfort  failing:  For,  at 
death  we  are  laid  to  fail,  Luke  xvi.  9.  Hereupon  the  foul  clafps 
the  clofer  about  its  God,  cleaves  more  clofe  than  ever  to  biin  : 
^*  Father  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit".  Not  that  a 
mere  neceflity  puts  the  foul  upon  God ;  or  that  it  cleaves  to 
<^od,  becaufe  it  hath  then  nothing  elfe  to  take  hold  on :  No^  no, 
it  chofc  God  for  its  portion  when  it  was  in  the  midft  c^  all  its 
outward  enjoymejQts,  and  had  as  good  iecurity  as  other  mea 
have  for  the  long  enjoyment  of  them  :  but  my  meaning  is,  that 
although  gracious  fouls  have  chofen  God  for  their  portion,  and 
do  truly  prefer  him  to  the  beft  of  their  comfort ;  yet,  in  this 
compounded  ftate,  it  lives  not  whplly  upon  its  God,  bqt  partly 
by  faith,  and  partly  by  fenfe;  partly  upon  things  feen,  and 
partly  upon  things  not  feen.  The  creatures  had  fbme  inte- 
reft  in  their  hearts ;  alas,  too  much ;  but  now  all  thefe  are 
vanilhiog,  and  it  fees  they  are  fo.  I  (hall  fee  man  no  more, 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,  (laid  fick  Hezekiah  ;)  here- 
upon it  turns  itfelf  from  them  all,  and  cafts  itfelf  upoo  God  for' 
all  its  fubfiflence,  expefting  no^.  to  live  iipon  its  God  intxrely, 
as  ihe^'bUfTed  angels  do;  .and  fo,  iU' faith,  ibcy  throw  them-' 


Telves  into  his  arms:  *'  Father,  into*  thy  hands  I  commend  iny 
**fi>ifit." 

Fifthly^  It  implies  tke  attonffnfnt  cf  GeJ,  and  his  full  reconei'^ 
tktion  to  helievers,  by  the  Hood  ^  the  great  facrijice;  elfe  they 
durft  never  eommit  their  fouls  into  his  hands :  *^  For,  it  is  a 
'*•  fearful  thing  to  fill  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God,"  Hcb, 
Xfi.  29.  (i,  e.)  of  an  abfblute  God,  a  God  anattoned  by  the 
offering  up  0*  Chrrft.  The  foul  dare  no  more  caft  itfelf  into 
the  hand  of  God,  without  fuch  an  attoning  iacrtKce»  than  it  dares 
approach  to  a  conftrming  fire:  And,  indeed,  the  reconciliatioa 
oiF  God  by  Jefas  Chrift,  as  it  is  the  ground  of  all  our  acceptance 
Mrrth  God  ;  for  we  are  made  accepted  in  the  beloved  :  So  'tis 
plainly  carried  in  the  order  or  manner  of  the  reconciled  (burs 
cotnmirting  itfcif  to  him  s  For,  it  firft  cafts  itfelf  into  the  hands 
of  Chritt,  then  into  the  hands  of  God  by  him.  So  Stephen, 
•when  dying,  •*  Lord  Jefus  receive  ipy  fpirit :"  And  by  that 
hand  it  would  be  put  into  the  Father's  hands. 

Sixthly,  and  laftly,  It  implies  both  the  efficacy  and  excellency 
of  faith  f  infupporting  and  relieving  the  foul  at  a  time  when  nO" 
.  thing  elftis  able  to  do  it :  Faith  is  its  conduft,  when  it  is  at  ih© 
;  greateft  loPs  anddiftrefs  that  ever  it  met  with  :  it  lecures  the  foul 
when  It  is  turned  out  of  the  body  :  when  heart  and  fle(h  fail, 
this  leads  it  to  the  rock  that  fails  not:  it  fticks  by  that  fool  till 
it  fees  it  fafe  through  all  the  territories  of  Sitan,  and  (afc  landed 
upon  the  ftiorc  of  glory  ;  and  then  is  fwallowed  up  in  vifioh  : 
many  a  fivour  it  hath  (hewn  the  foul  while  it  dwelt  in  its  body. 
The  grrat  fervice  it  did  for  the  foul  was  in  ihe  time  of  its  e^n- 
fils  to  Chrift.  This  is  the  marriagt-knot;  the  blefTed  bond  of 
uaion  betwixt  the  foul  and  Chrift.  Many  a  relieving  fight,  <c* 
cret  and  fwcet  fupport  it  hath  received  from  its  faith  fince  that ; 
but,  furely,  its  firft  and  laft  works  are  its  moft  glorious  works. 
By  faith  it  firft  ventured  itfelf  upon  Chrift ;  threw  itfelf.upoa 
him  in  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  its  own  vlienefs,  and  urter  unworthi* 
nefs,  when  fenfe,  rea(on,  and  moltiiudes  of  temptations  ftood 
by,  contradifting  and  di(coumging  the  foul :  by  faith  it  now 
cafts  iifclf  into  his  arms,  when  it  is  launching  out  into  vaft  crcr- 
nity. 

They  are  both  noble  afVs  of  faith ;  Sut  the  firft,  no  doubt, 
IS  the  preateft  and  moft  difficult :  for,  when  once  the  foul  is  in* 
tercfted  in  Chrift,  it  is  no  fuch  difficulty  to  commit  itfelfinto 
hts  hands,  as  when  it  had  no  intercft  at  all  in  him.  It  is  cafjcr 
for  a  child  to  caft  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  his  own  father,  ia 
diftrrfs,  than  for  one  that  bath  been  both  a  ftHm^er  a^d  an  enemy 
Vol*  I.  '  Ppp 
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to  Cbrift,  to  caft  itfelf  upoa  bim,  that  he  may  be  a  father,  and  a 
friend  to  it. 

Aod  this  brings  us  upon  the  fecond  enquiry  I  promifed  to  fa- 
tisfy,  viz. 

Secondly,  Wh^t  warrant  or  encouragement  have  gracious 
ibuls  to  commit  themlelves,  at  death,  into  the  hands  of  God  ? 
I  anfwer.  Much  every  way  ;  all  things  encourage  and  warrant 
its  fo  doing :     For, 

Firjl^  This  God,  to  whom  the  believer  commits  bimfel fat  ^ 
death,  is  its  Creator ;  the  father  of  its  bting  :  he  created  and  * 
infpired  it,  and  fo  it  bath  relation  of  a  creature  to  a  Creator ; 
yea,  of  a  creature  now  in  diftrefs,  to  a  faithful  Creator,  1  Pet. 
iv.  19.  "  Let  them  that  fuffer  according  to  the  will  of  God,  com- 
*'  mic  tbe  keeping  of  their  fouls  to  him  in  well-doing ;  as  to  a 
**  [faithful  Creator].**  It  is  very  true,  this  fingle  relation,  in  it-  / 
felf,  gives  little  ground  of  encouragement,  uniefs  the  creature 
bad  conferved.  that  integrity  in  which  it  was  originally  created*. 
And  they  that  have  no  more  to  plead  with  God  for  acceptance, 
by  their  relationio  him  as  creatures  to  a  Creator,  will,  doubt- 
kfs,  find  that  word  m^de  good  to  their  little  comfort,  Ifa.  xxvli. 
II.  '*  It  IS  a  peciple  of  no  under  (landing,  therefore  he  that  made 
*'  them,  will  not  have  mercy  on  them ;  and  he  that  formed 
"  them,  will  (hew  them  no  favour."  But  now,  grace  brings 
that  relation  into  repute:  holinefs  ingratiates  us  again,  and  revives 
the  remembrance  of  this  relation;  fo  that  believers  only  can 
plead  this.  . 

Secondly f  As  the  gracious  foul  is  bis  creature,  (b  it  is  his  re- 
deemed creature:  one  that  he  hath  bought,  and  that  with  a 
great  price,  even  with  the  precious  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  1  Pct»i. 
18.  This  greatly  encourages  the  departing  foul,  to  commit  Itfelf 
into  the  hands  of  God ;  (b  you  find;  Pfal.  xxxi.  5.  *'  Into  thy 
*^  hands  do  I  commend  my  fpirit,  thou  hail  redeemed  it,  O  Lord 
**  God  of  truth."  Surely,  this  is  mighty  enpouragement,  to 
put  itfelf  upon  God  in  a  dying  hour  :  Lord,  I  ani  not  only  thy 
creature,  but  thy  redeemed  creature;  one  that  thou  haft  bought 
with  a  great  price  :  O I  have  coft  thee  dear;  for  my  fake  Chrift 
came  from  thy  bo(bm,  and  is  it  imaginable,  that  after  that  thou 
baft  in  fuch  a  coftly  way,  even  by  the  expence.of  the  precious 
blood  of  Chrift,  redeemed  me,  thpu  Ihouldft  at  laft  exclude  me  ? 
Shall  the  ends  both  of  creation  and  rqdemptipn  of  this  foul  be 
loft  together  >  will  God  form  fuch  an  excellent  creature  ^s  my 
foul  is,  in  which  are  fo  many  wbnders  of  tjbe  wifdom  and  power 

♦  Haujiuj  ex  dhino  engine,  i.  c.  Defcended  of  a  divine  originaL 
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oF  its  Creator  ?  will  he  be  content,  when  fin  has  marred  the 
frame,  and  defaced  the  glory  of  it,  to  recover  it  to  himielf  a-  • 
gain,  by  the  death  of  his  own  dear  (on,  and  after  all  this,  cad  it ' 
way,  as  if  there  were  nothing  in  all  this?  "Father,  into  thy 
''  hands  1  commend  my  fpirit :"  I  know  thou  wilt  have  a  re- 
ipcft  to  the  work  of  thy  hands  ;  efpecially  to  a  redeeqaed  crea- 
ture, upon  which  thon  haft  expended  fo  great  fums  of  love, 
which  thou  haft  bought  at  (b  dear  a  rate. 

Thirdly,  Nay,  that  is  not  all ;  the  gracious  foul  may  confi* 
deatly  and  fecurely  commit  itfelf  into  the  hands  of  God  when 
it  parts  with  its  body  at  death ;  not  only  becaufe  it  is  his  crea- 
ture, his  redeemed  creature,  but  becaufe  it  is  his  renewed  crea- 
ture al(b :  and  this  lays  a  firm  ground  for  the  believer's  confi- 
dence and  acceptance ;  not  that  it  is  the  proper  caufe,  or  reafoQ 
of  its  acceptance,  but  as  it  is  the  foul's  beft  evidence,  that  it  is 
accepted  with  God,  and  (hall  not  be  refufed  by  him,  when  it 
comes  to  him  at  death  :  for,  in  fuch  a  ibul  there  is  a  double 
workmanOiip  of  God,  both  glorious  pieces,  though  the  laft  ex« 
-ceeds  in  glory  :  A  natural  workmanihip,  in  the  excellent  frame 
of  that  noble  creature  the  ibul ;  and  a  gracious  workmanfhip 
opon  that  again  ;  a  new  creation  upon  the  old ;  glory  upon  glo- 
ry :  "  We  are  his  workmanfhip,  aeated  in  Chrift  Jefus,"  Eph. 
41.  16.  The  Holy  Ghoft  came  down  from  heaven  on  purpofe 
to  create  this  ne^  workman/hip  ;  to  frame"  this  new  creature  ; 
and,  indeed,  it  is  the  top  and  glory  of  all  God's  works  of  won-, 
der  in  this  world ;  and  muft  needs  give  the  beli^er  cncourage- 
itient  to  commit  itfelf  to  God,  whether  at  fijch  a  time,  it  (hall 
refleft  either  upon  the  end  of  the  work,  or  upon  the  end  of  the 
workman  ;  both  which  meet  in  the  fatvation  of  the  foul  fo 
wrought  upon,  the  end  of  the  work  is  our  glory  :  By  this  "  wc 
**  are  made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 
•*  in  light,"  Col.  i.  12.  it  is  alfo  the  d€(ign  and  end  of  him 
that  wrought  it,  2  Cor.  v,  5.  "  Now  he  that  hath  wrought  us 
•'  for  the  felf  fome  thing,  is  God."  ^Had  he  not  dcfigncd  thy 
foul  for  glory,  the  Spirit  fhould  never  have  come  upon  fuch  a 
fanftifyiug  dcfign  as  this  :  fiirely  it  ftiall  not  fail  of  a  receptioa 
rnto  glory,  when  it  is  caft  out  of  this  tabernacle  :  fuch  a  work 
was  not  wrought  in  vain,  neither  can  it  ever  perifh :  when  once 
fan<^ification  comes  upon  a  foul,  it  fo  roots  itfelf  in  the  foul, 
that  where  the  foul  goes,  it  goes ;  gifts  indeed,  they  die  :  all 
natural  excellency  and  beauty,  that  goes  away  at  death.  Job  iv. 
tilt,  but  grace  afcends  with  the  foul ;  it  is  a  fanftified,  when  a 
Separate  Ibul :  And  can  God  (hut  the  door  of  glory  upon  fuct 
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afoul,  that  by  grace  is  made  meet  for  the  laheritaoce  ?  O  it 
cannot  be  I  ;   ^ 

Fourthly,  As  the  gradous  fon!  is  a  renewed  foul,  fo  it  is  alfo, 
a  fealed  foul ;  God  hath  fcakd  it  in  this  world  for  that  glory^t 
into  which  it  is  now  to  enter  at  death.  All  gracigas  fools  are 
fcalcd  objedlively ,  /.  /.  they  have  thofe  worLs  of  grace  wrought . 
on  their  fouls,  which  do,  (as  but  now  was  iaid),  afcertain  and . 
evidence  their  tide  to  glory;  and  many  are  iealed  formally; 
that  15,  the  Spirit  helps  them  clearly  to  difcern  their  ihtereft. 
in  Chrift,  and  all  the  promiies.  This  both  fecures  hqtven  to* 
tbf^  foul  in  iiielf,  ^nd  becomes  alfo  an  earneA  or  pledge  of  tb^t. 
glory  in  the  unfpeakable  joys  andx:omforts  that  it  produces  tti, 
the  foul :  So  you  find,  2  Cor.  i.  22.  *'  Who  hath  Scaled  us,  and 
•*  given  us  the  earneft  of  the  Spirit  in  our  heart*.'*    God  feal* 

^  iBg  us  gives  high  iecuriiy ;  his  objeAive  feal  makes  it  fure  in  it-. 
ieif,  his  formal  feal  makes  it  fo  to  us ;  but,  if  over  ^and  above 
all  this,  he  will  pleafe^  as  a  fruit  of  ihat  his  (ealing,  to  give  as 
tbofe  heavenly  inexpreffible  joys  and  comforts  which  are  the 
fruit  of  his  formal  fealing*work,  to  be  an  earnefV,  a  foretafte 
and  hanfel  of  that  gkury,  how  can  the  foul  that  bath  found  at! 

"  this,  doubt  in  the  ieaft  of  a  rcjeftlon  by  it«  God,  when  at  death 
it  comes  to  him  f  Surely>  if  God  have  fcakd,  he  will  not  refufe 
y,Ou ;  if  he  have  given  his*  eai:nefi,  he  will  not  fhut  you  out ; 
God's  earncfi  is  not^ iven  in  jeft.  ^     , 

^ift^fyf  Moreover,  ^very  gradous  (bul  may  confidently  caft 
itfelf  into  the  arms  of  its  God,  when  it  goes  hence,  with  '*  Father, 
•?  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit."  Forafipuch  as  every  gra- 
cious fool,  is  a  foul  in  covenant  with  Cods  and  God  ftands  ob-. 
liged,  by  his  covenant  and  promife  to  fuch,  not  to  caft  th.em 
out,  when  they  come  unto  him.  As  (bon  as  ever  thou  became 
his,  by  regeneration;  that  promife  becsTtne  thine,  Heb.  xiii.  5.. 
•*  I  will  never  leave  you,  nor  forfake  you.*' .  And  will  he  Itavc. 
the  foul  at  a  timci  when  it  never  had  more  need  of  a  God  to  fland^ 

«  by  h,  than  it  hath  th^n  ?  Every  gracious .  foul  is  entituled  tOi 
that  promife,  John  xiv.  3.  >*  I  will  come  ^ain,  and  receive  you 
*t  to  myfclf :"    And  will  he  fail  to  make  it  good,  when  the  time 

'  of  the  promife  i$  come,  as  at  death  it  is  ?  It  cannot  be.  Muhi* 
tadfcs  of  promifes ;  the  whole  covenant  pf  promifes,  give  fe-. 
ciKity  to  the  foul  ugaiall:  the  fears  of  rejeftion,  or  negkft  by 
God.  And  the  fouls  dependance  upon  God  and  his  promife  ; 
its  very  cafting  iifelf  upon  him,  from  the  encouragement  the 
word  gives  it,  add  to  the  encouragement  upon  God.  When  he 
fees  a  poor  foul  that  he  bath  made,  redeemed,  fan^ftified,  feal- 
ed,  and  by  folemn  promife  engdgi^d  blmfelf  to  receive^  coming 
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to  him  at  death,  Brmly  depending  upon  his  fahhfulnefs  that 
hath  promiied,  fa; iog,  as  David,  2  Sam.  &xiii.  5*     Though .. 
Lord,  there  be  many  defefls  in  me,  **  yet  thou  haft  made  a  co-  .• 
"*  venant  with  me,  well  ordered  in  all  things,  and  ibre ;  and 
<*  this  is  all  my  fuivation,  and  all  my  hope.'*    Lord,  I  am  re*^ 
iplved  to  fend  oat  my  fool  in  an  aA  of  faith  :  I  will  venture  ic 
upon  the  credit  of  thy  promife.    How  can  God  refufe  fuch  a' 
igul  ?  How  can  he  put  it  off,  when  it  fo  puts  itfelf  upon  him  \ 

SJxthfy,  But  this  is  not  all ;  the  gracious  foui/ufiams  many  ' 
intimate  and  dear  relations  to  that  Cod  into  whofe,  hgnds  it  com-^ 
mends  itfeff  at  death .  It  is  his  fpoufe,  and  the  confideration  of ' 
fuch  a  day  of  efpoufals,  may  well  encourage  it  to  aSk  itielf  into  ; 
the  bolbm  of  Chrift,  its  head  apd  hufband ;  it  is  a  member  of 
his  body,  fleih  and  bones,  Eph^  t.  30.  It  is  his  child,  and  he  its 
everlafting  Father,  lia.  ix*  6.    It  is  his  friend.     "  Henceforth, 
••  (laith  Cbrift,)  I  call  you  not  (crvants,  but  friends,"  John  xv. . 
15.     What  confidence  may  thefe,  and  all  other  the  dear  rela- 
tions Chrift  owns   to  the  renewed  foul,   beget,  in  fuch  an 
hour  as  this  is  i  What  hufband  can  throw  off  the  dear  wife  of 
Ills  bofom,  who  in  diflrefles  cafis  heifelf  into  his  arms !  What 
fether  can  (hut  the  door  upon  a  dear  child  ths^t  comes  to  him 
for  refuge,  faying,  father,  into  thy  bands  I  comhiit  myfeif ! 

Seventhly,  and  Laftfyt  The  unchang^ablenefs  of  God's  love 
to  his  people,  gives  confidence  they  (hall  in  no  wife  be  caA  out. 
They  know  Chrift  is  the  fiimeto.themat  laft  as4ie  was  at  Aril : 
^e  fame  in  the  pangs  of  deaths  as  he  was  in  the  comforts  of  life : 
having  loved  his  own  which  were  in  the  world,  he  loved  them 
to  the  end,  John  xiii.  i.  He  doth  pot  love  as  the  world  loves, 
only  in  profperity,  bjut  they  are  as  dear  to  him  when  their 
beauty  and  drength  are  gone,  as  when  they  were  in  the  gre^telt  ' 
ftourifliing.  if  we  live,  we  live  to  the  Lord;  and  if  we  die, 
we  die  to  the  Lord  :  fo  then,  whether  we  live  or  die,  we  are- 
tfae  Lord's,  Rom.  xiv.  ft.  Take  in  all  thefe  things,  and  weigh 
them  both  apart,  and  together,  and  fee  whether  they  amount 
not  to  a  full  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  point,  that  dying  be- 
lievers are  both  warranted  and  encouraged  to  commend  their 
(buls  into  the  hands  of  God  :  whether  they  have  not  every  one 
of  them  caufe  to  fay  as  the  apoftle  did,  i  Tim#  i.  12.  ••  I  know 
•*  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  pcrfuaded  that  he  is  able  to 
"  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  to  him  againft  that  day:" 
The  improvements  of  all  this  you  have  in  the  following  practi- 
cal deduAions. 

Deduction  i.  Are  dying  believers,  only,  ^warranted  and  en'- 
Mtragedtius  to  conmend  their  fouls  into  the  hands  of  Cod  /  Who*  — 
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u  fad  fir  cat  then  muft  all  dying  unbelievers  be  in  about  their  fouls  f 
Such  fouls  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  God,  but  that  is  their  mi- 
fcjry,  not  their  privilege :  they  are  not  put  by  faith  into  the 
hands  of  mercy ^  but  fall  by  fin  into  the  hands  of  juflice  :  not 
Cud,  but  the  devil  is  their  father,  John  viii.  4.  Whither 
(hould  the  child  go  but  to  its  own  father  \  They  have  not  one 
of  thofe  forementioned  encouragements  to  cad  themfelves  into 
the  hands  of  God,  except  the  naked  relation  they  have  to  God 
as  their  Creator,  and  that  is  as  good  as  none,  without  the  new 
creation.  If  they  have  nothing  but  this  to  plead  for  their  fal- 
vation,  the  devil  bath  as  much  to  plead  as  they.  'Tis  the  ncw^ 
creature  that  brings  the  firll  creation  into  repute  again  with 
God. 

O  difmal !  O  deplorable  cafe !  A  poor  foul  is  turning  out  of 
faoufe  and  home,  and  knows  not  where  to  go :  it  departs,  and 
immediately  falls  into  the  hands  of  juftice.  The  devil  flands 
by,  waiting  for  fuch  a  foul  (as  a  dog  for  a  cruft)  whom  God 
will  throw  to  him.  Little  !  ah  little,  do  the  friends  of  fuch  a 
one  think,  whilft  they  are  honouring  his  duft  by  a  fplendi^ 
and  honourable  funeral,  what  a  cafe  that  poor  foul  is  in  that 
lately  dwelt  there;  and  what  fearful  ftraits  and  extremities  it  is. 
row  expofed  to !  He  may  cry,  indeed,  Lord  1  Lord  !  open  to 
me,  as  in  Mat.  vii.  22.  But  to  how  little  purpofe  are  thefc 
Vain  cries !  Will  God  hear  him  when  he  cries  ?  Job  xxvii.  5. 
It  is  a  lamentable  cafe  ! 

Dedudfion  2.  Will  God gracioujly  accept ^  and  faithfully  keep 
Tvhat  the  faints  commit  to  him  at  death?  Hoiv  careful  then  fhmiid 
they  he  to  keep  what  God  a/mmits  to  theniy  to  be  kept  for  him 
while  they  live  ?  You  have  a  great  irufV  to  commit  to'  God  when 
you  die,  and  God  hath  a  great  truft  to  commit  to  you  whilfl 
50U  live  :  you  expeft  that  he  (hould  faithfully  keep  what  then 
you  fliail  commit  to  his  keeping,  and  he  expe^ls  you  fliould 
faithful^  keep  what  he  now  commits  to  your  keeping.  O  keep 
what  God  commits  to  you,  as  you  expeft  he  (hould  keep  your 
fouls  when  you  commit  them  unto  him.  If  you  keep  his  truths, 
he  will  keep  your  fouls.  **  Becaufe  thou  haft  kept  the  word 
•'  of  my  patience,  I  alfo  will  keep  thee,  &c."  Rev.  iii.  ,10.  Be 
faithful  to  your  God,  and  you  (hall  find  him  faithful  to  you. 
None  can  pliick  you  out  of  his  hand  ;  fee  that  nothing  wrefts' 
his  truths  out  of  your  hands.  "  If  w^  deny  him,  he  alfo  will 
**  deny  us,**  2  Tim.  ii.  12.  Take  heed  left  thofe  eftates  you 
have  gotten  as  a  ble(fing,  attending  the  gofpel,  prove  a  temp- 
tation to  you  to  betray  the  gofpel.     "  Religion  (faith  *  one)' 

'^  Religio  pcperit  divftias,  fed  flia  devoravit  mairenu 
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•*  brings  forth  riches,  but  the  daughter  devours  the  mother/* 
How  can  you  expeA  acceptance  with  God,  who  have  betrayed 
his  truth,  and  dealt  perftdioufly  with  him  ? 

Dedu^ion  3.  If  believers  may  fafely  commit  their  fbnls  into 
the  hands  of  God,  how  csnfidintly  may  they  commit  .1//  leffer  in* 
terefts^and  lower  concernments  into  the  fame  handf  Shall  we 
truft  him  with  oar  iouis,   and   not  with  our  lives,   liberties 

.  or  comforts  ?  Can  we  commit  the  treafure  to  him  and  not  ^ 
trifle  ^  Whatever  you  enjoy  in  this  world,  is  but  a  trifle  to 
your  fouls.  Sure,  if  you  can  truft  him  for  eternal  iife  for 
your  fouls,  you  may  much  more  truft  him  for  the  daily  bread 
for  your  bodies,  i  know  it  is  objefled,  that  God  ha^h  made 
over  temporal  things  to  his  people  upon  conditional  promifcs, 
and  an  ablblute  faith  can  netrer  be  grounded  Upon  conditional 
promiies. 

But  what  means  this  objeQion  ?  Let  your  faith  be  but  fiiit- 

.  able  to  thefe  conditional  promifes,  that  is,  believe  they  fhall  be 
made  good  to  you  fo  far  as  God  fees  them  good  for  you :  do 
you  but  labour  to  come  up  to  thofe  conditions  required  in  you, 
and  thereby  God  will  have  more  glory,  and  you  more  com- 
fort :  if  your  prayers  for  thefe  things  proceed  from  pure  end^^ 
the  glory  of  God,  not  the  fatisfaAion  ^nd  gratification  of  your 
lufts :  If  your  delires  after  them  be  moderate  as  ta  the  raeafure, 
content  with  that  proportion  the  infinite  wifdom  fees  flttefl  for 
you  :  If  you  take  God's  way  to  obtain  them,  and  dare  not 
hrain  confcience,  or  commit  a  fm,  though  you  (hould  peri(h 
for  want:  if  you  can  patiently  wait  God's  time  for  enlargements 
from  your  flraits,  and  not  make  any  fmful  hafte,  you  (hall 
be  furely  fupplied:  and  he  that  remembers  your  fouls,  will 
not  forget  your  bodies.  But  we  live  by  fenfe,  and  not  by  faith : 
prefent  things  Arike  our  afFeAipns  more  powerfully  than  the  in- 
vifible  things  that  arc  to  come.  The  Lord  humble  his  people  for 
this. 

DeduBion  4.  Is  this  the  privilege  of  believers ^  that  they  can 
commit  their  fouls  to  God  in  d  dying  hour  f  Then  how  precious^ 
how  ufefuiagrace  is  faith  to  the  people  ofGod^  both  living  anddy^ 

All  the  graces  have  done  excellently,  but  faith  excel?  them 
all :  faith  is  the  Phoenix  grace,  the  queen  of  graces :  defervcdly 
it  is  fiiled  precious  faith ^  2  Pet.  i.  i.  The  benefits  and  privile- 
ges of  it  in  this  life  are  unfpeakable :  and  as  there  is  no  comfort- 
able living,  fo  no  comfortable  dying  without  it. 

Firfi,  While  we  live  and  converfe  here  in  the  world,  all  our 
comfort  and  fafety  is  from  it ;  for  all  our  tinioa  with  ChriA^  tbc^ 
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'  foootaio  of  mercies  and  bleffings,  is  by  faith,  Epii.  iii.  17.'**  thatf 
"  Chrift  may  dwpll  in  your  hearts  by  fiiith:"  No  faith,  no 
Chrift :  aM  our  commanioti  with  Chrift  is  by  it :  he  that  cometh 
to  God  miift  believe,  Heb.  xJ.  6.     The  fours  fife  is  wrapt  up  in 

'this  communion  with  (Sod,  and  that  coinmunioa  iti  faith.  Ml 
comtnuniStms  front  Chrift  d'e()end  upon  faith  ;  for  look  as  all 
^Dmn^unibn  is  founded  Jn  union,  fo  from  our  unioo,  and  eom- 

'ftiudi^n  tire  all  our  communications.     All  communkations  of 

•  qdickWngs,  comforts,  joy,  ftrength,  and  ^hatfoevcr  ferves  to'the 
'  wefl-bfcitlg  of  the  life  of  grace,  are  all  through  that  faith  which 
'  firft  knits  us  to  Chrift,  and  ftill  maintains  car  communion  with 

Chrift;  believing  we  rejoice,  i  Pet.  i.  8.     The  inner  man  is  re- 

•  ncwcd,  whilft  we  look  to  the  things  that  are  uot  feen,  2  Cor.  if. 
18. 

•  Secondly,  And  as  our  life,  and  aU  the  fupports  and  comforts 
of  it,  here,  are  dependant  on  faith,  fo  you  fee  our  death,  as' to  the 
fefciy  and  Comfort  of'  our  fouls  then  depends  upon  our  faith  : 
he  that  hath  no  faith,  cannot  commit  bis  fotii  to  God,  but  rather 

'  fhrinks  from  God.     Faith  can  do  mati^y  fweet  offices  for  your 

•  fouls  upofi  a  death-bed,  when  the  light  of  Ms  world  is  gone,  and 
'  all  joy  ceafes  on  eatth :  It  can  give  us  fights  of  things  Invifjble  ia 
'the  other  world,  and  thofe  fights  will  breathe  life  into  your  fouls* 
''■  amidft  the  very  pangs  of  dcat1«i.  ' 

•  Reader,  do  but  think  what  a  comfortable  forefight  of  God, 
and  the  joys  of  falvation,  will  be  to  thee,  whien  thine  e>"e-ftrings 
aire  breaking:  faith  can  not  only  fee  thut  beyond  the  grave, 

^  which  will  comfort,  butit  can  cleave  to  its  God,  and  clafp  Chrift 
'  In  a  promife;  when  h  feels  the  ground  of  kll  fcnfiWe  comforts 
/trembling,  and  finking  .under  thy  feet ;  **  My  heart  arid*  my  fldh  . 

•  •'  faileth,  but  God  is  the  ftrength  (or  rock)  of  nty  heart,  and 

•  **  my  portion  for  ever."  RcedJ  fail,  but  the  rock  is  firm  footing; 
'  yea,  and  when  the  foul  can  no  longer  taberqade  here,  it  can 

carry  the  foul  to  Godvcaft  it  upon  iiim,  vAi\x  **  Father  into  thy 
••  hands  I  commend  myfpirit."    O  precious  faith ! 

Dedu6fim  5.  Do  thefivls  of  dying  believers  commend  them" 

fehes  iittb  the  hands  of  God  f  Then  let  n$t  the  furviving  r^la^ 

thns  offuth,  forrow  as  men  that  have  no  hope.     A  hulband,  a 

wife,  a  child,  is  rent  by  death  out  of  your  arms:  well,  btit 

'' confider  into  what  arms,  into  what  boibm  they  are  commend* 

'  cd»*  Is  it  not  better  for  them  to  be' in  the  bofomof  God,  tHan 

in  yours  ?  Could  they  be  fpared  fo  long  from  heaven,  as  to 

'  come  back  again  to  you  but  an  hour,  how  would  they  be  3if- 

pleafed  to  fee  your  tears,  and  hear  your  cries  and  fighsfor  them  : 

•  Tbey  wOuB  fay  to  you  as  Chrift  faid  to  the  daughters  of,  '•  Jcru- 


Sbrm.  XXXVII.         Tte  FmMkm  ff  Ufe,  489 

*'  ialem.  Weep  ootfor  me,  but  weep  for  yoorfelves,  and  fior  your 
*^  cbildren,'*  I  am  ia  a  (afe  band,  I  am  out  of  the  reach  o>f  all 
fiorms  and  troubles.  O  did  you  boc  know  what  thetr  (Vate  i^^ 
who  are  with  God,  yon  would  be  more  than  fatisfied  about 
them. 

Dedutiion  6.  Lafily  ,  I  will  clofe  all,  with  a  word  of  connfel. 
Is  this  the  privilege  of  dying  believers,  to  commend  their  ibuls 
into  the  bands  of  God  ?  Thtn  as  every^u  hope  for  comfort^  or 
peace  inyour  Iq/i  hour^fee  that yctir  fouls  hefuchy  as  may  be  then 
fit  to  be  commended  into  the  hands  of  an  holy  andjvft  God:  Sec 
chat  they  be  holy  fouls ;  God  will  never  accept  them  if  they  be 
not  holy,  ^'Without  hotinefs  no  man  (hall  fee  God/'  Heb.  xii. 
24*  "  He  that  hath  this  hope,  {viz.  to  fee  God)  purifieth  himfelf^ 
'*  even  as  he  is  pure,"  i  John  iii.  3.  Endeavours  after  holinefs 
are  infeparably  conneAed  with  all  rational  expeAations  of* 
bleflfednefs.  Will  you  put  an  unclean,  filthy,  defiled  thing 
into  the  pure  hand  of  the  moft  holy  God?  O  fee  they  be 
holy,  and  already  accepted  in  the  beloved,  or  woe  to  them  when 
they  take  their  leaves  of  thofe  tabernacles  they  now  dwell  in. 
The  gracious  foul  may  confidently  fay  then,  Lordjefus  /  into  thy 
hand  1  commend  my  fpirit.  O  let  all  that  can  iay  io  then,  now 
lay. 

Thanks  be  to  Cod  for  Jefiu  Chri/l. 

SERMON     XXXVIL 

Treats  of  Christ's  Funeral,  opening  the  Manmek^ 
Reasons,  and  excellent  Ends  thereof 

John  xix.  40,  41,  42/  Then  took  they  the  body  of  Jefus^  and 
wound  it  in  linen  Cloaths^  vtith  the  fpices^  as  the  manner  of 
the  Jews  is  to  bury.  Now  in  the  place  where  he  was  crucifi* 
ed^  there  was  a  garden^  and  in  the  garden  a  new  fepulchre, 
wherein  was  never  man  yet  laid.  There  laid  they  Jefus  there* 
fore^  becaufe  of  the  Jews  preparation^day^  for  the  fe^ulchrt 
was  nigh  at  hand. 

"VOU  have  he^rd  the  la(V  words  of  dying  Jefus  commend* 

-*•      ing  his  fpirit  into  his  Father's  hands.     And  now  the  life  of 

the  world  hangs  dead  upon  a  t^-ee.     The  Ikht  of  the  world, 

for  a  time,  muffied  up  in  a  difmal  cloud.    Tlit  Sun  of  Righ* 
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teoufnels  iet  in  the  region  and  (hadow  of  death.  The  Lord  is 
f}ead»  and  he  that  wears  the  key$  of  the  grave  at  his  ^dle^  is 
)IQW  biisfelf  to  be  locked  up  in  the  grave. 

AU  yptt  that  are  the  frieads  aad  lovers  of  Jefns,  are  this  day 
invited  to  his  funeral :  fuch  a  funeral  as  never  was  (ince  graves 
were  firft  digged.  *<  Come,  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay.'* 
There  are  fix  remarkable  particulars,  about  this  funeral,,  ia 
thefe  three  verfes. 

1.  The  preparations  that  were-  made  for  it,  and  that  wai 
mainly  in  two  particulars,  viz,  the  beggings  and  petfumng  of 
the  bcH]y>  His  body  could  not  be  buried,  'cill,  by  begging,  bia 
friends  bad  obtained  it  as  a  favour  from  his  judge.  The  dead 
body  was,  by  law,  in  the  power  of  Pilate,  who  adjudged  ic  to 
dejath,  as  the  bodies  of  thofe  that  are  hanged,  are  in  the  power 
^  the  judge  40  difpofe  of  them  as  he  pleafes.  Aad  when  they 
bad  gotten  it  from  Pilate,  they  wind  it  in  fine  linen  cloaths 
•with  fpiccs.  But  what  need  of  fpices  to  j^rfume  that  blefled 
t>ody  \  tils  own  love  Was  perfume  enough,  to  keep  it  fwcet.in 
the  remembrance  of  hb  people  to  all*  generations :' however,  by 
Ibis  they  will  manifeli:,  as  far  as  they  are  able,  the  dear  af^dloa 
they  have  for  him.  - 

2.  The  Bearers  that  carried  his  body  to  its  grave,  Jofepb  of 
Arimathea,  and  Nicodemus,  two  iecret  dliciples :  they  were  both 
men  of  edate  and  honour ;  none  could  imagine  that  thefe  would 
have  appeared  at  a  time  of  fo  much  danger,  with  fuch  boldneft. 
for  Chrift ;  that  ever  they  would  have  gone  openly,  and  boldly 
to  manifed  their  love  to  Chrid,  when  dcdd^  who  were  afraid  to 
come  to  him  (except  by  night)  when  he  was  living,  j^ut  now 
a  fpirit  of  z^ai  and  courage  is  come  upon  them,  when,  tbote 
that  mad^  greater,  and  ipore  open  couFeflipns  of  him  are 
gone. 

2i  Tht\4ttendants  who  follovyed  the  hearfe,  were  the  Vfo- 
mcpi  that  followed  him  out  of  Galilee :  among, vvbom  the  two 
Mary*s  and  the  mother  of  Zebedce's  children  (\vhom  Mark  c^lls 
Salome)  are  only  named. 

4.  The  grave,  or  fepulchre,  where  they  laid  bim :  It  wae  in 
Jofeph*s  new  tomb,  which  he  haid  prepared  in  the  garden  ne^r 
unto  Golgotha,  where  our  Lord  died.  Two.  tubings  are  re- 
markable about  this  tomb  :  it  was  another^  tomb,  and  it  was 
a  new  to(Bb.  It  was  another *«;  for  he  h^^d  not  an  b,oure  pf 
his  own. to  lay  his  body  in  wh^n  dead.  A.s  he  lived  in  other 
mens  houfes,  fo  he  lay  in  another  ma^^s  t9tx>b:  and  "it  was  a 
new  tomb,  wherein  never  ipan  w^s  yet  laid,  Dqubtleft  theru 
was  much  of  providence  in  this ;  for  had  any  other  b^^i^  laid 
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Acre  before  h!mi  it  might  have  proved  an  occaHoQ,  both  tO 
fluke  the  credN,  and  flor  the  glory  of  his  refurreAton,  l^  prd* 
teDding  it  was  fome  former  body,  aod  not  the  Lord*s,  chat  rofe 
out  of  it.  In  this  alfodiviDe  Providence  had  a  refpe^l  to  that 
prophecy,  lia.  liii.  9.  wMch  wa^s  to  be  falfilled  at  his  funeral : 
**  He  made  his  grave  with  the  rich,  becaufe  he  had  done  no  vio^ 
•*  knee,-  6c.        , 

5.  The  dlfpofition  of  the  body  io  that  tomb.  'Tis  truet 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  the  groans  and  tears  with  which 
they  laid  him  10  his  fepulchre ;  yet  we  may  well  prefume,  thcjr 
were  not  wanting  in  plentiful  exprefficsis  of  their  ibrrow  that 
way ;  for  as  they  wept,  and  fmote  their  breads  when  he  died» 
Lake  xxiii.  48.  fo,  no  doubt,  they  laid  him  with  melting  hearts; 
aod  flowing  eyes  in  his  tomb,  when  dead. 

6.  And  lajlfy^  The  laft  remarkable  particular  in  the  text,  is 
the  iblemnity  with  which  his  funeral  rites  were  performed,  and 
they  were  all  foitable  to  his  humbled  (late :  it  was,  indeed,  i 
funeral  as  decently  ordered,  as  the  (traits  of  time,  and  (late  of 
things  would  then  permit ;  but  there  was  nothing  of  pomp  or 
ovt^d  Aate  at  all  obferved  :  few  marks  of  honour  fet  by  mea 
iipofi  it ;  only  the  heavens  adorned  it  with  divers  miraculous 
works,  tirich  in  their  proper  place  will  be  fpoken  to.  Thus  was 
he  laid  in  J|is  grave,  luhen  he  continued  for  three  incmp/eat  dayf  .• 
and  nights  in  the  territories  of  deaths  in  the  land  of  dar^nefi  and 
forgetf ulnefs :  partly  to  correfpood  with  Jonah  his  type,  and  part* 
ly  \o  afcertain  the  world  of  the  reality  of  bis  death.  Whence 
our  obiervation  is, 

'  Doft.  7%at  the  dead  body  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi  was  decent* 

ly  interred  by  a/mall  number  of  his  own  di/cifles,  and  conti-* 

nued  in  tbejtate  of  the  deadf^r  a  time.  *- 

*  .  •,        '  ^ 

This  ob(fervation  containing  matter  of  faft,  and  that  fo  plaihff 
ind  faithfull|^  delivered  to  us  by  the  pens  of  the  feveral  evange- 
li(ls,  weneeadonomore,  to  prepare  it  for  ouf  ufe,  than  to  fatis^ 
fy  thefe  twoenqukies :  why  had  Chrift  any  funeral  at  dl,  fince 
his  refurreAkxi  was  ib  foon  to  follow  his  death  I  And  what  man- 
ner of  funeral  Chrift  had  ?  ' 

Firft^  Why  had  Chrift  any  funeral  at  all,  fince.he  was  to  rife 
again  frotti  the  dead,  within  that  fpace  of  time  that  other  men 
cummotily  ^ave  to  lye  by  the  wall  befftre  their  interment ;  and 
had  if  continued  longer  nnburied,  it  could  fee  no  corruption,  bav- 
Ihg  never  been  taintied  by  fin  ?  Why,  though  there  was  no  need 
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of  it  at  ,all  upon  that  account  that  a  foneral  is  needful  for  o^ 
ther  bodies,  yet  there  were  theie  four  weighty  ends  and  realba* 
for  it. 

Rcafon  i.  Firfi,  It  was  ncceflary  Chrift  (hould  be  buried,  to 
a/certain  hu  death ;  elfe  it  might  have  been  looked  upon  as  a 
cheat :  for,  as  they  were  ready  enough  to  ioipofe  fo  grofs  a 
cheat  upon  the  world  at  his  refurreftion,  "  That  the  difciples 
•*  came  by  night,  and  ftole  him  away ;"  much  more  would  they 
have  denied  at  once  the  reality,  both  of  his  death,  and  refur* 
redlion,  had  he  not  been  fo  perfumed.and  interred,  fiut  this 
cut  off  all  pretenfioDS ;  for  in  their  kind  of  jembalming,  his 
mouth  ears  and  noftrils  were  all  filled  with  their  fpices  and  o- 
dours;  bound  up  in  iinen,  and  laid  long  enough  in  the  tomb  to 
give  full  aflurance  to  the  world  of  the  certainty  of  his  death  ; 
fo  that  there  could  be  no  latent  principle  of  life  in  him.  Now, 
iiQce  our  eternal  life  is  wrapt  up  in  Chrifl's  death,  it  can  never 
be  too  firmly  eftabliftipd.  To  this,  therefore,  we  may  well  fop- 
pofe  Providence  had  fpecial  relpcfV  in  his  burial,  and  the  man- 
ner of  it. 

Realbn  2.  Secondly,  He  muft  be  buried,  to  fulfil  the  ^pet 
and  prophecies  that  went  before.  His  abode  in  the  grave  Was 
prefigured  by  Jonah's  abode  three  days  and  nights  in  the  bcHy 
of  the  whale.  Matt.  xiJ.  40.  So  muft  the  Son  of  itia$  be  three 
days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth.  Yea,  the  pro- 
phet had  defcribed  the  very  manner  of  his  funeral,  and,  long 
before  he  was  born,  foretold  in  what  Icind  of  tomb  his  bddy 
fliould  be  laid,  Ifa.  liii.  9  *•  He  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked, 
**  and  with  the  rich  in  his  death  :"  pointing,  by  that  expreiBon, 
at  this  tomb  of  Jofeph,  who  was  a  rich  man;  and  the  fcriptures 
cannot  be  broken. 

Reafon  3.  Thirdly,  He  muft  be  buried,  to  complea^  his  bumi' 
liation ;  this  being  the  loweft  ftep  he  could  poffibly  defcend^  to> 
in  his  abafed  ftate.  They  have  brought  me  to  the  duft  of  death  :■ 
lower  he  could  not  be  laid;  and  fo  low  he  muft  1^  his  blefled 
hf  ad,  elie  he  had  not  been  humbled  to  the  loweft.  - 

Reafon  4.  Fourthly,  But  the  great  end  and  reafon  of  his  in- 
terment was  the  conquering  of  death  in  its  own  dominion  and 
^  territories ;  which  viftory  over  the  grave  furniflieth  the  faints 
with  that  triumphant  ixivmo^fbng  of  deliverance,  i  Cor.  xv.  55. 
**  O  death  !  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave !  where  is  thy  deftruc- 
*•  tion?"  Our  graves' would  not  be  fo  fweet  and  comfortable 
to  us,  when  we  come  to  lie  do\yn  in  them,  if  Jefus  had  not 
l^in  there  before  us,  and  for  us.  Death  is  a  dragon,  the  grave 
its  den  -,  a  place  of  dread  and  terror  v  but  Chrift  goes  into  its 
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den,  there  grapples  with  it,  and  for  ever  overcomes  it ;  dii- 
arms  it  of  ail  its  terror ;  and  not  only  makes  it  ceafe  to  be  fnmii^ 
ealt  but  to  become  exceediog  beneficial  to  the  iaints ;  a  bed  of 
reft,  and  a  perfumed  bed :  they  do  hut  go  into  Chriit's  bed, 
where  he  lay  before  them.    For  thefe  ends  he  muft  be  buried* 

Secondly t  NesLt  let  us  enquire  what  manner  of  funeral  Chrift 
had? 

And  if  we  intently  obferve  it,  we  (hail  find  many  remarkable 
properties  in  it. 

Firjlp  We  (hall  find  it  to  be  a  very  obfcure,  and  private  fa- 
oeraU  Heie  was  no  external  pomp  or  gailaotry :  Chrifi  affefted 
it  not  in  his  life,  and  it  was  no  way  iuitabie  to  the  ends  and 
manner  of  his  death.  Humiliation  was  defigned  in  his  death ; 
and  ftate  is  inconfiftent  with  fuch  an  end :  befides,  he  died  upon 
the  tree  \  and  peribns  fo  dying,  do  not  ufe  to  have  much  cere- 
.mony  and  ftate  at  their  funerals.  Three  things  (hew  it  to  be 
a  very  humble  and  obfcure  funeral,  as  to  what  concerned  out- 
ward glory,  with  which  the  great  ones  of  the  earth  are  uCually 
interred.    For» 

1.  The  dead  body- of  the  Lord  was  not  brought  from  his 
own  houfe,  as  other  mens  commonly  arc,  but  from  the  tree. 
They  begged  it  of  his  judge.  Had  they  not  obtained  this  fa- 
vour from  Pilate,  it  mult  have  beeii  buried  in  Golgotha;  it  had 
been  tumbled  into  a  pit  digged  under  the  crofs. 

2.  As  it  was  firft  begged,  then  buried,  fo  it  was  attended  with 
a  vefy  poor  train :  a  few  ibrrowful  women  followed  the  bier. 
Other  men  are  accompanied  to  their  graves  by  their  relations 
and  friends :  The  difciplcs  were  all  fcattered  from  him ;  afraid 
to  own  him  dying,  and  dead« 

3.  And  thefe  few  that  were  refolved  to  give  him  a  funeral, 
are  forced,  by  reaion  of  the  ftraits  of  time,  to  do  it  in  great 
hafte.  Time  was  (hort ;  they  take  the  next  fepulchre  they  can 
get,  and  hurry  him  away  that  eveniog  into  it ;  for  the  prepa- 
ration for  the  paflbver  was  at  hand.  This  was  the  obfcure  fu- 
neral which  the  body  of  the  Lord  had.  Thus  was  the  Prince  of 
the  kings-of  the  earth,  who  has  the  keys  of  death  and  hell,  Jaid 

•  iiito  his  grave.  . 

Secondly^  Yet  though  men  could  beftow  little  honour  upon  it, 
the  heavens  bcftowed  feveral  marks  of  honour  upon  it ;  adoroed 
it  with  diverfc  miracles,  which  wiped  ofFthe  reproach  of  his  death 
from  him.  Thefe  miracles  were  antecedent  to  his  interment,  or 
concjpmitants.of  it. 

i  fT%here  was  that  extraordinary  and  preternatural  edifpe  of 
Ihe  fun  9  fuch  an  edipfe  as  was  never  feen  ilnce  it  fi(fi  (bone  in 
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heavmis  the  fini  Vitiated  at  the  fight  of  fticb  a  ntefiil  IpeAade^ 
ttd  doftthed  the  wbok  keaveo  ia  black.  The  fighc  of  this  canf* 
fid  i(  great  philofcyhert  who  wassthen  far  from  the  place  where 
this  ooparalkled  tragedy  wsuadiog,  to  cry  out  opon  the  fight  ol 
it,  '*  "*  Either  the  God  of  nature  dow  fuffisrs,  or  the  friose  of  tbtf 
'^  world  \%  now  diiblved.*'  The  fame  Dionyfius,  wrttiag  to 
Apolbphaues  a  philoibpher,  who  would  not  embrace  the  Chfi^ 
Oian  fitirhy  thtis  goes  about  to  convince  him.  *'  f  What thkik- 
*'  eft  thou,  ((aitb  he),  of  the  cciipib  whenChrift  waserucified  l^ 
*^  wcte  we  not  both  of  us  at  Heliopolis,  and  iUndia^fQ  the  fame 
'*  place  I  Did  we  not  (ee  the  moon  in  a  new  UHnmer  follow'mg 
'*  the  fun  \  andnot  ip  the  conjunAion,  but  froor  the  nimb  hoUf 
'*  uotU  the  eveiitog,  by  a  rcafoo  unknown  in  nature^  diredl^ 
f^  t^ipofitelo  tbtt  fun  I  didft  thou  not  thecv,  beii^  greatly  terri» 
^  fied,  lay  unto  me,  O  n^  Dionyiiii%  wbaft  fkra^  commofuca^ 
**  tioDS  of  the  heaven^  bodies  ate  thcfe  ?" 

Such  a  preternatora)  eciipfe  is  remembred  in  no  othe«-  hi Ao« 
ry;  for  it  was  noi  ia  time  of  cooji^n^liooy  bttt  opp<^iony 
the  moon  being  then  at  full.  From  the  fixth,  to  the  ntiHh  ho^^ 
the  ifkxk  and  moon  were  together  in  the  nudft  of  heaven  ;  but 
in  the  evening  fhe  appeared  in  the  eaft^  bcr  own  place^  oppofite 
to  tiie  fun ;  and  then  miraculoully  returning  from  eaft  to  weft» 
4Kd  not  pafs  by  the  fun^  and  let  ia  th^  weft  before  it,  but  kept 
ii  company  for  the  fpace  of  three  hours,  and  then  returned  td 
the  eait  agpio.  And  whereas  in  ali  other  natural  edipiesrthe 
f  cHpfe  always  "begins  on  the  wefiem  pai-u  of  the  bod^  of  tha 
ion,  and  that  part  is  aUo  firft  cleai^,  it  was  quite  ^on^rary  vi 
this;  for  though  the  moon  was  oppdfite  to  the  fun^  an*d  didant 
from  it  the  whde  breadth  of  he»yen,  yet  with  a  mit-aculbifs 
Iwirftnefsit  overtook  the  fun,  and  darkned  firft  the  eaflern  part 
4^it^  and  ibon  prevailed  over  its  wbde  body ;  which  cauied 
jd^knefs  over  all  the  land ;  thaft  i»,  fay  fome,  over  the  whoto 
^artb;  or,  as  others,  over  the  whole  land  of  Jewry;  or,  as  o- 
fhers»  over  the  whole  horizon,  and  all  places  of  the  iame  alt-ttudd 
and  latitude,  which  is  mod  p^robable. 

'  S^fomUy,  And  as  Chrifi;*s  funeral  was  adortted  wtthrnch  af  mi- 
j'acuioas  eciipfe,  which  put  the  heavens  and  earth  into  mourn* 

*  Attt  Dens  ftaturjt  patitur^  aut  mundl  fkachina  diJolvUur* 
pi€Hiyfi»s  Areopag.  ' 

'JS'^wlH9■^l»  utpmiOffMv^  »  yit^  nf  ri^f^iii  »A<fVr  ^^*     Theod.   Mttochit 
M{ft.  Rqpi^  p.:^^^  .  ' 
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iag  I  bthe  rocks  did  rends  the  vail  of  the  temple  rmt  in  twaUi 
book  top  to  taottom ;  the  graves  opened^  and  the  dead  bodies 
pf  maoy  faults  %roie  and  weot  into  the  hc^y  city,  and  were  (een 
^  tsusxy^  The  rending  tfthe  rocks  was  a  figo  of  God*s  fierce 
iodigoacioo,  Naham  i.  6. ;  and  a  difcovery  ot  the  greatoeis  of 
bis  power;  fliewiag  them  what  they  defierved,  and  what  he 
could  do  to  them  that  had  committed  this  horrid  fa^;  thot^ 
tic  rather  choie  at  this  time  to  Aiew  the  dreadfnl  effc^  of  it  n* 
pon  ioaoiiQate  rocks,  than  rocky-hearted  fianers;  hut  etpedaUy 
it  ierved  to  convince  the  world,  that  it  was  noiie  other  but  the 
Son  of  God  that  died ;  which  was  farther  manifefted  by  tfaefe 
coacoimtaot  miracles. 

As  for  the  rending  in  ttMtn  of  the  vdil^  it  was  a  notable  mt- 
racld^  plainly  fhewing  that  all  ceremonies  were  now  accomplish- 
ed and  abolished ;  no  ttuom  yaHs  now :  as  alfo  that  believers  have 
sow  rooft  free  accoTs  into  heaven*  At  that  very  inftant  when  the 
vail  reotf  the  htgh-prieft  was  officiariog  in  the  moft  holy  places 
and  the  vaii  which  hid  him  from  the  reft  of  the  people,  being 
rent,  they  might  freely  iee  him  abont  his  work  in  the  holy  of  ho- 
lies :  a  lively  emblem  of  our  High-prieft,  whom  now  we  fee  by 
faith  in  the  heavens,  there  perforauog  his  interceflion-work  for 
ns. 

T^t  opening  of  the  graves^  plainly  Slewed  the  deligo  and  end 
of  Chrift's  going  into  it ;  that  it  might  not  have  domiaion  o- 
ver  the  bodies  of  the  faints,  but  bemg  vanquifhed  and  del^roy- 
ed  by  Chrift,  lets  go  all  that  are  his,  whom  h&  ranfomed  from 
the  grave,  as  a  prey  out  of  its  paws:- a  fpccimen  whereof  was 
given  in  thofe  holy  ones  that  rofe  at  that  time,  and  appeared  to 
many  in  the  holy  city.  -Thus  was  the  funeral  of  our  Lord  per* 
formed  by  men :  Thus  was  it  adorned  by  miracles  from  hea** 
v<;n. 

life.  And  now  we  have  fceo  Jefus  interred ;  he  that  wears 
at  his  girdle  the  keys  of  hell  and  death,  him&lf  locked  up  in  the 
grave.  What  (hall  I  fay  of  him  whom  they  now  laid  in  the 
grave  \  (hall  I  undertake  ro  tell  you  what  he  was,  what  he  did, 
fuffered,  anddeierved?  Alas!  the  tongues  of  angels  mu(V  pknfe 
and  ftammer  in  fitch  a  work.  £  may  truly  fay,  as  Nazianzcn  ' 
faid  of  Bafil,  "  No  tongue  but  hisoWn  can  fufficiently  com- 
*'  mead  and  praife  him."  He  is.  a  fun  of  righteoufocfs ;  a  fqun- 
tain  of  life  ;  a  bundle  of  love.  Of  him  it  might  be  faid  in  that 
day,  Here  lies  lovely  Jefus,  in  whom  is  treafured  up  whatfoever 
jin  angry  God  can  require  for  his  fatisfadion^  or  an  empty 
creature  for  his  perfection :  before  him  was  none  like  him,  and 
after,  (hall  none  arife  comparable  to  biml    If  every  leaf  and 
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fpire  of  grafsy  (faiA  %  one),  Day,  all  the  ffau^,  fands,  and  a- 
tomsy  were  fo  many  iouls  aad  ierapblms,  whpfe  love  (hoold 
double  in  them  every  moment  to  all  eteruity,  yet  woi^d  it  fall 
infioitely  fhort  c^  what  is  due  to  his  worth  jand  excellency. 
Suppofe  a  creature  compofed  of  all  the  choice  endowments  that 
ever  dwelt  iQ  the  beft  of  men.fince  the  creation  of  t|he  world, 
in  whom  you  find  a  meek  Mofe3«  a  ftrong'Sampfoo,  a  faithful 
Jonathan,  a  beautiful  Abialom,  a  rich  and  wife  Sobmon  ;  nay, 
and  add  to  this,  the  underflanding,  flreQgth,  agility,  fplendor, 
and  holinefs  of  ail  the  angels ;  it  would  all  amount  but  to  a  dark 
fhadow  of  this  Incomparable  Jefus. 

Who  ever  weighed  Chrift  in  a  pair  of  balances  ?  faith  ano- 
ther. Who  hath  feen  the  foldings,  and  plaits,  the  heights  aod 
depths  of  that  glory  that  is  in  him  ?  Ofor  fuch  a  heaven,  as  but 
to  (land  afar  off  and  fee,  and  love,  and  long  for  him,  while 
time's  thread  be  cut,  and  this  great  work  of  creation  diflblved  ! 

■  0  if  I  could  yoke  in  among  the  throng  of  angels,  and  fe- 
/aphims,  and  now  gloriHed  faints,  and  could  raiie  a  new  love* 
fong  of  Chrift,  before  all  the  world !  I  am  pained  with  won- 
firing  at  new  opened  treafures  in  Chrift.  If  every  finger,  mem- 
ber, bone  and  joint,  were  a  torch  burning  in  the  hotteft  fire  in  - 
hell,  I  would  they  could  all  fend  out  lovepraifcs,  high  fongs , 
of  pifaifc  for* evermore,  to  that  plant  of  renown,  to  that  royal 
and  high  Prince,  Jefus  my  Lord*..   But,  alas  J  his  love  fwelleth 

in  me,  and  finds  no  vent. 1,  mar  his  praifes,  nay,'  I  know 

no  cotnpacifon  of  what  Chrift  is,  and  what  he  is  worth.  AH 
the  angels,  and  all  the  glopfied,  praife  him  not  fb  much  as  iif 
halves.  Who  can  adj^hce  him,  or  utter  all  his  praife  ? — — O 
if  I  could  praife  him,  I  would  reft  content  to  die  of  love  for 
him.  O  1  would  to  God  I  could  ftnd  in  my^praifes  to  my  in- 
comparable Well-beloved^  or  caft  my  love-fongs  of  that  roa^tch- 
lefs  Lord  Jefus  over  the  walls,  that  they  might  light  in  his  lap 

before  men  and  angels  I But  when  I  have  fpoken  of  him 

till  my  head  rive,  I  have  faid  juft  nothing ;  I  may  begin  ai- 
gain.  A  Godhead,  a  Godhead,  is  a  world's  wonder  !  Set  tea 
thoufand  thoufand  new-made  worlds  of  angels  and  eleft ;  men, 
and  double  them  in  number  ten  thoufand  thoufand  thoufand 
times :  let  their  hearts  and  tongues  be  ten  thoufand  times  more 
agile  and  large,  than  the  hearts  and  tongues  of  the  feraphims, 
tliat  ftand  with  fix  wings  before  him ;  when  they  have  faid  all 
for  the  glorifying  and  praifingof  the  Lord  Jefus,  they  have  fpo* 
ken  little  or  nothing.    O  that  I  could  even  wear  out  this  tongue 

\  Mr.  Jeokia.  *         ,  . 
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10  extolling  his  highnefs !  Bat  it  is  my  daily  adAlration,  aod  I 
am  coofoooded  with  his  iDcomparable  lovr. 

Thus  have  his  enamoured  friends  faintly  exprefled  his  excel* 
lencies ;  and  if  they  have  therein  done  any  thing,  they  have 
Ihewn  the  impoflibility  of  his  dne  praifes. 

Come  and  fee,  believing  (buls»  look  upon  dead  Jefus  in  his 
vrindiog-dieet  by  faith»  and  fay,  Lo,  this  is  he,  of  whom  the 
church  faid»  **  My  beloved  is  white  and  rnddy  •/'  his  niddinefs 
is  now  gone,  and  a  death*pale  hath  prevailed  over  all  his  body, 
bat  ftill  as  lovely  as  ever,  yea,  altogether  lovely. 

if  David,  lamenting  the  death  of  Saul  and  Jonathan,  faid. 
"  Daughters  of  Jerufalem,  weep  over  Saul,  who  cloathed  you  in 
**  fcarlct,  with  other  delights ;  who  put  on  ornaments  of  gold 
*•  upon  your  apparel  ;•*  Much  rather  may  I  fay,  ChiUnn  cfZion^ 
i»i€p  ovir  Jefus ^  who  cloathed  you  with  ngbteau/nifi,  and  gar  • 
nunts  Tof/ahation. 

This  is  he  who  quitted  the  throne  of  glory ;  left  the  boibm  of 
unfpeakable  delights;  came  in  a  body  of  flefli,  produced  in  per* 
fe&  holinefs;  brake  through  many  and  great  impediments,  (thy 
great  nnworthinefs,  the  wrath  of  God  and  man),  by  the  flrengih 
of  love,  to  bring  falvation  home  to  thy  foul.  Can  he  that  belie v* 
ingly  confiders  this,  do  lefs  than  Aint  at  the  fenfe  of  that  love 
that  brought  himr  to  the  dud  of  death,  and  cry  oiit  with  that  fa* 
ther,  **  My  Lord  was  crucified  !'*  But  I  will  infift  no  longer  u- 
pon  generals ;  but  draw  down  the  particulars  of  Chrift's  funeral 
to  your  ufe,  in  the  following  corollaries.  * 

Corollary  i.  Was  Chrift  buried  in  this  manner  ?  Then  a  decent 
and  mournful  funeral^  where  it  can  be  had,  is  very  laudable  among 
Chriftians. 

I  know  the  fouls  of  the  faints  have  no  concernment  for  their 
bodies ;  nor  are  they  folicitous  how  the  body  is  treated  here.; 
yet  there  is  a  refpcft  due  to  them,  as  they  are  the  temples  where- 
in God  hath  been  ferVed,  and  honoured  by  thofe  holy  fouls  that 
once^  dwelt  in  them ;  as  alfo  upon  the  account  of  their  relation 
to  Chrifl,  even  when  they  lie  by  the  walls ;  and  the  glory*  that 
will  be  one  day  put  upon  them,  when  they  (ball  be  changed, 
and  made  like  unto  Chrift's  glorious  body.  Upon  fuch  fpecial 
accounts  asthefe,  their  bodies  deferve  an  honourable  treatment^ 
as  Well  as  upon  the  account  of  humanity,  which  owes  this  ho^ 
nour  to  the  bodies  of  ddJ^men. 

To  have  no  funeral,  is  accounted  a  judgment,  Ecclef.  vii.  4. ; 
or  to  be  tumbled  into  a  pit  without  any  to  lament  us,  is  as 
lamentable.    We  read  of  many  folemn  and  mournful  funerals 

Vol.  I.  "  Rrr 
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in  foiptahe  *,  wherein  the  peopk.of  God  have  a&^onacdljr 
paid  their  refpeAs,  and  hoooors  to  the  duft  of  the  iaints,  as 
itteD  that  were  deeply  fenfible  of  their  worth,  aod  how  great 
a  lofs  the  world  faftains  by  their  remove.  Chrift's  faoeral  had 
as  much  pf  decency,  and  folemnity  in  it,  as  the  time  w6ald 
permit ;  thotigh  he  was  ^  ftranger  to  all  pomp,  both  in  life  and 
death. 

'  £erp/.  2.  IMd  Jofeph  and  Nicodemns  ib  boldly  appear,  at  a 
time  of  lb  moch  danger,  to  beg  the  body,  and  give  it  a  faiMral  ? 
Let  it  tefer  ever  a  caution  tojirong  Chrifitans,  not  to  de/pi/e  or 
gkry  or}£f  the  iveak.  You  fee  here  a  couple  of  poor,  low*ipiri  ted, 
and  timerous  perfons,  that  were  afraid  to^  be  feen  in  Chrift's 
company,  when  the  other  dilciples  profefTed  thehr  readinefs  to 
die  with  him :  yet  thofe  flee,  and  thefe  appear  for  him,  when 
the  trial  comes  indeed.  If  God  defert  theftrong,  and  afllft  the 
weak,  the  feeble  (hall  be  as  Davids  and  the  ftrong,  as- Tow. 
1  fpeak  not  this  to  difcourage  any  man  fromflriving  to  improve 
inherent  graces  to  the  ntmoft ;  for  it  is  ordinarily  found,  in  ex* 
perience,  that  the  degrees  of  affifting  grace,  are  givep  out  accofd- 
ing  to  the  meafures  of  inherent  grace :  but  I  fpeak  it  to  prevrat 
a  tin  incident  toOrong  Chriftiaos,  which  is  to  defpife  the  weak« 
which  God  correfts  by  fodi  ioflances  and  examples  as  this  be« 
foretis. 

CoroL  3.  Hence  we  may  be  affifted  in  iifcerning  the  depths  of 
Chrifi's  hwmliation  for  us :  And  fee  from  what,  to  what  this 
love  brought  him.  It  was  not  enough,  that  he  who  was  in  the 
form  of  God,  became  a  creature ;  which  was  an  infinite  Aoop, 
nay,  to  be  made  a  Man,  an  inferior  order  of  creatures ;  nay,  to 
be  a  poor  man,  to  fpend  his  days  in  poverty  and  contempt ; 
but  alfo  to  be  a  dead  eorpfe  for  our  fake.  0  whai  manner  of 
bve  is  tins! 

Now,  the  deeper  the  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God  WM, 
the  more  fatisfaftwy  to  us  jt  muft  needs  be :  for  as  it  (hews  us 
<the  beiQOufbefs  of  fin,  that  deferves  all  this,  (b  the  fulnefs  of 
€hrift^  fiitisfaftion,  whereby  he  makes  up  that  breach.  O  it 
was  deep  humiliation  indeed  !  how  unlike  himfelf  is  he  now  be* 
come  4  doth  he  look  Xikt  the  Son  of  God  i  What !  the  Son  of 
rtod,  whom  all  the  angels  adore,  to  be  hurried  by  three  or  fopr 
•perfons  into  his  grave  in  an  evening  !  to  be  carried  from  Gdgo- 
tha  to  the  grave  in  this  manner,  and  «biei«i  Jk,  ^  a  captive  to 

*  Gen.  xxiit.  2w "  Gen.  xxxv.  19.  Gen.  1 10.  NuiA*  xx.  2^^ 
s-Chroo.  XXXV.  24,     Jdinxi.  31.    A&.viii.  2.  ^    ' 
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death,  for  a  time  K  Never  was  the  like  change  of  coodidoDs  ; 
never  foch  an  abafemeDt  heard  of  in  the  world. 

6bro/.  4.  Frcm  tUs  fmeral  tfChnfi  njuhs  thepunfi^  and 
ftrwigeft  conjbbtion  and  encouragiment  UheHeverSt  agamfithg 
fiars  of  dedth  and  the  grave.  If  this  be  fe,  that  Jefos  hath  lam 
ia  the  grave  before  you ;  let  me  fay  then  to  you,  as  the  Lord 
ipake  to  Jacob,  Gen.  xlvi«  2,  3.  **  Fear  not  to  go  down' into  B- 
**  gypt>  for  I  will  go  down  with  diee,  and  I  will  alio  fnrely  bring 
**  thee  np  agsdn."  So  here,  fear  not,  believer,  to  go  down  to  this 
^ave,  for  God  will  be  with  thee  there,  and  will  farely  bring  diee 
up  thence.  This  confideration  that  Jefus  Ghrift  bath  tain  in 
the  grave  himTelf,  ^ves  manifold  encouragements  to  the  people 
of  God,  again(^  the  terrors  of  the  grave.    • 

Firjl,  Thegrave  received,  hot  coold  not  defircy  Jefos  Chrift : 
death  (Wallowed  him,  as  the  whale  did  Jonah  his  type,  but 
eonld  not  digi^  him  when  it  had  fwallowcd  him,  but  quickly  ' 
delivered  him  np  againr  Now  Chrifl's  lying  in  the  grave,  as  thie 
common  head  and  repreientative  of  believers,  what  comfort 
Should  this  infpire  into  their  hearts  t  for,  as  it  fared  with  Chrift^ 
4)od)r  perfonal,  fo  it  (hall  with  Chrift's  body  myflical :  it  could 
not  retain  him ;  it  fitall  not  for  ever  retain  them.  '  This  refaf- 
reftton  of  Chrift  oat  of  his  grave,  is  the  very  gronnd  of  our  hope 
for  a  refnrrcftiott  ont  of  our  graves.  "  ChriA  is  riien  from  the 
'*  dead,  and  become  the  firft-fruits  of  them  that  flept,"  i  Cor.  . 
XV.  20. 

Secondly f  As  the  union  betwixtnhe  body  of  Chrift  ;  and  the 
divine  nature  was  not  dtflblved,  when  that  body  was  laid  in  the 
grave,  fo  the  union  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers  is  not,  cannot, 
bediftodved,  when  their  bodies  (hall  be  laid  in  their  graves.  It. is 
true,  the  natural  union  betwixt  his  fool  and  body  was  diftblved 
for  a  time ;  but  the  iypq/iatitalvmioQ  was  not  diiTolved,  no,  not 
for  a  moment :  that  body,  was  the  body  of  the  Son  of  God, 
when  it  was  in  the  iepulchre.  In  like  manner,  the  natural  u* 
nion  betwixt  our  fouls  and  bodies  is  <fiflblved  by  death ;  but  the 
myftical  union  betwixt  us  and  Chrift,  yea,  betwixt  our  very  duft 
and  Chrift  can  never  be  diflblved.  ^  *  - 
•  Thirdly,  As  Chrift*s  body,  when  it  was  in  the  gtavc,  did  there 
reft  in  hope,  and  wasafTuredly  a  partaker  of  that  hope ;  fo  it  fiiaU 
<are  with  the  dead  bodies  of  the  faints,  when  they  lay  themdowm 
alfoin  the  duft :  "  My  flcfti  alfo  ftiallreft  in  hope,"  faith  Chrift,. 
Pfal.  xvi.  9,  10,  II.  In  like  manner  the  faints  commit  their 
bodies  to  the  duft  in  hope  :  "  The  righteous  bath  hope  in  his 
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'*  deatV'  Prov.  xiv.  32.     And  as  Chrilifs  hope  was  not  a  vifia 
hope,  ib  neither  (hall  their  hope  be  vain. 

Fmirthfy^  and  /t^/^,  Chrifi's  lying  in  the  grave  before*  us,  hath 
qmte  changed,  and  altered  the  nature  of  the  grave;  k  that  it  is 
not  what  it  was :  it  was  once  a  part  of  the  cnrfe.  '^  Dnfl  tboa 
^<  art,  and  unto  dofi  thoa  (halt  retarn/'  was  a  part  of  the  threat- 
ning,  and  cnriefor  fin.  The  grave  had  the  nature  and  ufe  of  a 
prifon,  to  keep  the  bodies  of  finners  againft  the  great  afiizes,  and, 
fhendeliver  them  np'into  the  hands  of  a  great  and  terrible  God ; 
hot  now  it  is  no  prtfon»  bat  a  bed  of  reft :  yea,  and  a  perfnined 
bed,  where  Cbriil  lay  before  usw  Which  is  a  fweet  confiderati* 
oa  of  the  grave  indeed ; ''  They  (haUent^r  into  peace,  they  fhall 
''  reft  in  their  beds,"  16.  IviL  2.  O  then  let  not  believers  ftand 
-in  fear  of  the  grave.  He  that  hath  one  foot  in  heaven,  need  not 
fear  to  pot  the  other  into  th^  grave.  .  ^*  Though  I  walk  throngh 
^'  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  ot  death,  I  wilt  fear  00  evil,  for  thuu 
«  «rt  widx  me,"  Pfal.  xxiii.  4.      , 

Indeed,  the  g^ve  is  a  lerrible  ]^3ce  to  then  that  are  out  of 
Chrift :  death-  is  the  Lord's  ferjeant  10  arreft  thism ;  the  grave 
IS  the  Lord's  prifon  to  fecure  them.  When  death  draws  them 
into  the  grave,  it  draws  them  thither  asaiion  ^h  his.prey» 
into  the  den  to  devour  it. '  So  you  read,  Pfal.  xilx.  14.  '*  Death 
"  fluU  feed  (or  prey)  upon  tfcienu"  Death  there  reigns  over 
them  io  its  full  power^  Rom.  v.  14.  And  though  at  lalt  it  (hall 
render  them  again  to  God,  yet  it  wiere  better  for  them  to  lie  e- 
verJaftii^ly  where  they  were,  than  40  rife  tofuch  an  end  ;  for 
they  are  brought  out  of  their  graves,  >as  a  tondemded  prifooer 
out  of  the  priibn,  to  go  to  executlbn.  But  the  cafe  of  the  faints 
is  not  fi> ;  the  grave  Ifthanks  be  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  !)  is 
a  privileged  place  to  them,  whilft  they  fteep  there  ;  and  when 
they  awake,  it  will  be  with  fingingr  When  they  awake,  they 
(ban  be  iatkfied  with  his  likenefe. 

ChrMary  5.  Laftly,  Since  Chrift  was  laid  in  his  grave,,  and 
his  people  reap  fuch  priviieges  by  it  /  as  ever  youexpe^  reft  or 
cen^ort  in  your  gr^vesy  iee  that  you  get  union  with  Chrift  now. 

It  was  an  aucient  cuftom  of  the  Jews,  to  put  rich  treafures 
into  the  graves  with  th^ir  friends,  as  well  as  to  beftow  much 
upon  their  fepulchres.  IHs  faid,  Hicamus  opened  David's  fe- 
puichre,  and  took  out  of  it  three  thpuTaod  talents  of  gpld  mi. 
iilver.  And  to  this  ienie  many  interpret  that  ad  of  tbe  Chal« 
deans,  Jcr.  viii.  i.  ••  At  that  time,  faith  the  Lord,  they  ftiall 
•'  bring  out  the  bones  of  the  kings  of  judah,  and  the  bones  of 
"  bis  princes,  iifc.  And  they  ftiaU  fpread  them  before  the  f^a 
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.  V  and  moon/'  itc.  This  is  rather  cooceived  to  be  an  aft  of 
covetoufnefs  than  auelcy :.  they  (hall  ranfaft  their  graves  for -the 
treafuce  that  is  bid  there  among  their  bones.  It  is  poifible  the 
cafe  fo  Aands  with  maoy  of  yon,  that  yoo  have  no  great  matter 
to  beftow  ii'p<Mi  your  funerals,  nor  are  ifaey  like  to  be  fpjendid ; 
no  flately  monntnents ;  no  hidden  trerfve ;  but  if  Chrift  be 
yoursi  yoc-carry  that  with  you  to  your  graves^  which  is  better 
than  all  the  gcdd  and  filver  in  the  world.  Whal  would  yon  be 
the  better,  if  your  coffin  were  made  of  beaten  gokl«  or  your 
grave-ftone  &t  thick  with  glittering  diamonds?  But  if  you  die 
in  the  Lord/i.  <.  interefted  in»  and  nnited'  to  the  Lord»  ypu 
(hall  carry  fix  grounds  of  oDotfort  vA\h  yen  to  your  graves,  the 
leaft  of  wUch  is  not  to  be  pnrcfaafed  with  the  wealth  oi  both 
the  Indies. 

Firjl^  The  firft  ground  of  comfort  which  a  believer^  carries 
with  him  to  the  grave,  is,,  that  the  covenant  of  God  holds 
firmly  with  his  very  duft,  all  the  days  of  its  appointed  time  in  the 
grave.  So  much  Chrift  tells  us,  Mat.  xxii.  31 ,  32.  "I  am  the 
*<  God  of  Abraham,  uA  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Ja<» 
**  cob :  Cod  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living  ;** 
f  •  d*  Abraham^  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  are  natmraHy  dead ;  but  inaf* 
much  as  God,  long  after  their  deaths,  proclaimed  himfelf  their 
God  Aill,  therefore  they  are  all  alive,  foederaUy  alive,  to  God : 
they  live,  that  is,  their  covcnant«relation  lives  itill.  **  Whether 
**  we  live,  or  whether  we  die,  (laith  the  apoftle)  we  are  the 
'*  Lord's,"  Rom.  xiv.  7,  8, 9.  Now,  What  an  encouragement 
as  here  I  I  am  as  mudi  the  Lord's  in  the  (late  of  the  dead,  as  I 
was  in  the  Aate  of  the  living :  death  puts  an  end  10  all  odier  re* 
latbns  and  bonds,  but  the  bond  of  the  coveoant  rocs  not  in  the 
grave :  that  dnft  is  ilill  the  Lord's. 

Secondly,  As  God's  covenant  with  our  very  bodies  is  indiA 
folvable,  fo  God's  love  to  our  very  duft,  is  inieparable.  ^*  1  am 
**  the  God  of  Abraham."  God  looks  down  from  heaven  into 
the  graves  of  his  faints  with  delight,  and  looks  on  that  pile  of 
duft  with  complacency,  which  thofe  that  one;  loved  it,  cannot 
behold  without  loitbiDg.  The  apoflle  is  exprefs,  Rom.  viii. 
33.  that  death  feparates  not  ihe  believer  from  the  love  of  God. 
As  at  firft  it  was  not  our  natural  comlinefs,  or  beauty  that  drew, 
or  engaged  his  love  to  us;  io  neither  will  he  ceafe  to  4ove  us 
when  that  beauty  is  gone,  and  we  become  objeAs  of  ioathiog  to 
all  fle(h.  When  a  huiband  cannot  endure  to  lee  a  wife,  or  a 
wife  her  hufband ;  but  faith  of  them  ^hat  were  once  dear  and 
pleafant,  as  Abraham  of  his  beloved  Sarah,  "  Bury  my  dead  out 
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**  of  my  fight;'*  yet  thett  the  Lord  delights  In  it  dft  much  as  i^ 
¥er.  The  goldfinitb  docs  not  value  the  duA  of  his  gold,  as  God 
values  the  duft  of  his  £uots,  for  all  thefe  predous  particles  are 
united  to  Cbrifl. 

Thirdly,  As  God's  l^ve  will  be  with  yon  in  the  grave,  (b 
God's  providence  ftiall  take  order  about  your  graves,  wlien  they 
ihail  be  digged  for  you.  And»  be  fure,  he  will  not  dig  yout" 
graves,  'tiU  you  are  fit  to  be  put  into  them :  he  will  bring  yon 
thither  in  the  beft  time ;  jdb.  v.  36.  **  Thou  ihalt  come  to  thy 
"  grave  as  a  (hock  of  corn  in  its  ftaibn  :*'  you  (hall  be  ripe  and 
ready  before  God  boufe  yon  there.  ^  ft  is  faid  of  David,  that 
^*  after  he  bad  ferved  his  generation  by  the  will  of  God,  he  fell 
**  afleep,"  A£ls  xiii.  36.  O  what  a  holy  and  wife  will  is  that 
will  ^  of  God,  that  {0  orders  our  death !  And  how  equal  is  it, 
that  our  will  (hall  be  concluded  by  it  ? 

Fourthly,  If  yon  be  in  Chrift,  as  God's  covenant  holds  with 
you  in  the  grave,  his  love  b  in&parable  from  your  dull,  his 
providence  (hall  give  order  when  \X  (hall  be  digged  for  you,  {o^ 
in  the  next  place,  his  pardons  have  kx)(ed  all  the  bonds  of 
guilt  from  you,  before  you  lie  down  in  the  grave :  ib  that  yoo 
fhall  not  die  in  your  fms.  Ah,  friends,  what  a  comfort  is  thisd 
that  you  >ire  the  Lord's  free*men  \ii  the  graved  £n  is  a  bad  bed* 
fellow,  and  a  worfe  grave-fcUow.  It  is  a  grievous  threatning, 
John  viii.  24.  **  Ye  (hall  die  in  your  fins.'*  Better  be  caft  alive 
into  a  pit  among  dragons  and  ferpents,  than  dead  in  your  graves 
among  your  fins.  O  what  a  terrible  word  js  that,  Job  xx.  1 1. 
**  Bis  bones  are  full  of  the  fins  of  his  youth,  which  (hall  tie  down 
f*  With  him  in  the  duft !"  But  from  the  company  of  fin,  in  the 
grave,  all  the  faints  are  delivered.  God*$  full,  free,  and  fidal 
pardons  have  (hut  guilt  out  of  your  graves. 

Ftfthly,  When  ever  you  come  to  yOnr  graves,  you  (hall  find 
the  enmity  of  the  grave  (lain  by  Chrift:  it  is  no  enemy;  nay, 
you  witi  find  It  friendly,  a  privileged  place  to  you  :  it  will  be  as 
fwect  to  you  th^  are  in  Chrift,  as  a  foft  bed  in  a  ftill  quiet  cham* 
l>eristp  one  that  is  weary  and  fleepy.  Therefore,  it  is  faid, 
I  Cor.  ill.  21,  22.  "  Death  is  yours ;"  your^  as  a  privilege ;  your 
friend :  there  you  (ball  find  fweet  reft  in  Jefus ;  be  hurried,  pain- 
ed, troubled  no  more. 

Sixthly,  To  conclude :  if  in  Chrift,  know  this  for  your  com*- 
fort,  that  your  own  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  keeps  the  keys  of  alj  the 
chambers  of  death  :  and  as  he  unlocks  the  »door  of  deaths  when* 
he  lets  you  in,  fo  he  will  open  it  again  for  you  when  you  awake, 
10  let  you  put  s  and  from  tlae  time  he  opens  to  let  you  in,  'tilt 
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the  dme  he  opens  to  let  70a  out,  he  himfelf  wakes  and  watches 
by  you  while  you  fleep  there.  "I  (faith  he)  have  the  keys  of 
**  death,"  Rev.  i.  i  8.  O  then,  as  you  expert  peace  or  reft  io  the 
chambers  of  death,  get  union  with  Chrift.  A  grave  with  Chrift, 
is  a  comfortable  place. 


Tbi  End  (f  the  Firjl  Volum. 


